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THE THREE WAYS OF DEALING WITH INTEM

PERANCE.*

Nehemiah 13 : 15-21. " In those days saw I in Judafa," &o.

The fourth of July is a celebrated day in the annals of our

country. On that day our fathers asserted their independence of

a foreign power by which they had been oppressed ; which asser

tion, by the blessing of God upon their efforts, they afterwards

made good. It is quite common with ministers of the Gospel, on

or near that day, to preach on a subject bearing upon deliverance

from some civil or social evil of a national character. Among

these evils, one of the sorest in our body politic is Intemperance;

and this is the one which I choose to discuss to-day. The passage

of Scripture I have selected, you will readily perceive does not bear

directly upon this sin, but upon another, the sin of Sabbath-break

ing. If it be asked, why discuss a subject foreign to that which

the text presents? I answer that I use this passage because it

points out so plainly the two great scriptural methods of dealing

with moral evils. Nehemiah first reasons with transgressors : this

is the method of moral suasion. When this fails, he uses his

authority and force as a Governor; and this is the method ofpro

hibition.

In dealing with Intemperance and its Cause—and by the cause

of intemperance I mean the traffic in intoxicating drinks as a

beverage—men have added a third method; so that there are

actually three in use, under one or the other of which almost every

* A Fourth of July Discourse, delivered by the Rev. Rorert P. Durois, of

New London, Pa. The great interest in the subject and the ability of the Dis

course induce us to lay it before our readers.—Ed,
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I have known for a long time. Had some touching meditations on

a most glorious sunset, and felt, blessed be the Lord, that I was

not given over to a reprobate heart, that I was still permitted to

draw nigh unto my Father and joy in His presence. To-night I

am more cold, and have given my unruly tongue too great license

in speaking of some former acquaintances.

March 1th.—Only a tolerable day. Too cold in church this

morning, too heavy to-night in prayer. Lord, when shall I cease

from my own works and enter into Thy rest ?

DR. ARCHIBALD ALEXANDER'S FAREWELL

ADDRESS.*

As it is known to this congregation that I have been appointed

by the General Assembly to be a Professor in the Theological

School, which they are about to establish at Princeton, New Jer

sey ; and as the time draws near when it will be expected that I

should declare my mind in relation to this appointment, I have

judged it proper and expedient, in the first place, to make a com

munication to you, the dear people of my charge.

After viewing this important subject in every light in which I

could place it, and after having earnestly sought the direction of

Heaven, it does appear to me to be the call of Providence, which

I cannot and ought not to resist.

This resolution has not been formed under the influence of any

dissatisfaction with my present condition, nor from any want of

affection to this people ; for, since I have been your pastor, no

event has occurred to disturb that peace and harmony which should

ever exist between minister and people ; and I have had no reason

to doubt the sincerity and cordiality of the attachment of this con

gregation to me, from the first day I came amongst them until this

time. For all their respect and attention, and especially for that

readiness with which they have received the word at my mouth,

"I give thanks to God." I moreover wish to say, that I do not

know a single congregation within the bounds of our Church, of

which I would choose to be pastor in preference to this. No invi

tation, therefore, from any other would ever have separated us.

I did expect to live and die with you, unless ill health (with

which I have been threatened of late) should have made a removal

• " The Preibyterian" says, that "A valued friend recently discovered in the pos

session of one of the Pine Street parishioners of Dr. Archibald Alexander, a manu

script copy of the remarks made by him after his closing sermon as the pastor, and

sends it to us for publication, with the remark, that ' it is eminently characteristic of

the man, and peculiarly seasonable in its suggestions at this time.' It will, of course,

be read with much interest."
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expedient. But we know nothing of the designs of Providence

with regard to us. His dispensations are unsearchable. In the

whole of this business, thus far, I have been entirely passive. I

never expected or sought this appointment. When it was men

tioned to me by some members of the Assembly, the day it took

place, my answer was, that I sincerely wished they would think of

some other person ; that it was an office which I did not covet, and

for which I felt myself altogether unqualified. But when asked

whether I would give the subject a serious and deliberate conside-

tion, if I should be appointed, I answered, that this I dare not

oppose.

Since the appointment has been made, I have thought much,

but said little. I have seriously and deliberately considered the

subject. I never viewed any decision to be made by me in so im

portant a light. I think I have desired to do the will of God, and

have, as earnestly as I could, asked his counsel and guidance, and

the result is, that I am convinced that I ought not to refuse such

a call.

To train up young men for the ministry has always been consi

dered of higher importance to the Church of Christ than to preach

the gospel to a particular flock, already gathered into the fold;

and it has always been considered as a sufficient reason for dis

solving the pastoral relation between minister and people, that he

was wanted for this employment ; and sister churches, which do

not allow of removals from a pastoral charge, do, neverthe

less, admit this to be a sufficient reason for the translation of a

minister. *

In addition to this, it ought to be considered that this call comes

to me in a very peculiar way. It is not the call of a College, or

University, or any such institution, but it is the call of the

whole Church by their representatives. And I confess that it has

weighed much with my mind, that this appointment was made by

the General Assembly in circumstances of peculiar seriousness and

solemnity, and after special prayer for Divine direction and super

intendence, and by an almost unanimous vote. Perhaps it would

be difficult to find a disinterested person who would not say, under

such circumstances, " It is your duty to go—it appears to be the

call of God ;" and I do believe that the majority of this congrega

tion are convinced in their judgment, whatever their feelings may

dictate, that I would be out of my duty to refuse. Indeed, I can

not but admire the deportment of the people in relation to this

matter. Although tenderly affected, and many of you grieved at

heart, yet you have not ventured to say " Stay." You saw that

there was something remarkable in the dispensation, and you knew

not but that the finger of God was in the affair, and therefore, with

a submissive spirit, you were disposed to say, " The will of the

Lord be done."

It does appear hard, indeed, that this bereavement should fall
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upon you who have already been bereaved so often ; but consider

that He who causeth the wound hath power to heal it, and can

turn this event to your greater advantage ; and I entertain a con

fident persuasion that if you willingly make this sacrifice for the

good of the Church, the great Head of the Church will furnish you

with a pastor after his own heart, who will feed you with know

ledge. Commit your case to Him with fervent prayer and humble

confidence, and He will not forget nor forsake you.

My dear brethren, as we have lived in peace and love, I hope

that we shall part in the same spirit. I hope that we will remem

ber one another unceasingly at the throne of grace. Let us recol

lect the times and seasons when we have taken sweet converse

together in this house, and other places where prayer is wont to

be made. If any shall choose to be displeased, and follow me with

hard speeches instead of prayers, I shall not return unto them as

they measure unto me. I will not resent their conduct. I desire

ever to be disposed to bear you as a people on my heart with ten

der love ; and now to His £race and kind protection do I commit

you. Farewell ! •

THE WALDENSES.

[The General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church having determined to assist in

establishing a Theological Seminary for the Waldenses, we have deemed it useful to

preserve, for reference, in our pages, the following statement concerning the history

and condition of that interesting people, written by De. Baird.—jEc/.]

THE EXTENT AND NATURE OF THEIR COUNTRY.

This ancient and interesting people inhabit a small country in

Piedmont,—on the eastern side of the Alps, southwest from Turin,

and about 30 miles distant from that city. Their territory is about

18 miles long by 14 wide. It embraces, on the south side, the

Valley of Luzerne, and the Valley of St. Martin. In the lower

portions of both these valleys, there is some good alluvial lands ;

narrow strips, which are well cultivated, and densely populated.

In the upper portions of both valleys, and all the little valleys con

nected with them, the only parts that can be cultivated are patches

of land on the lower mountain-sides ; often formed, by the aid of

stone walls, into terraces.

CONDITION OF THE PEOPLE.

In the upper valleys, the people live in small, low, and most

uncomfortable stone houses, generally grouped in villages and

hamlets ; in the lower valleys, the villages are larger, and the

houses are sometimes of wood, and tolerably comfortable. The




