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Letter from a Father to his Son on

the perfetions of God.

Dean Son,

N my former letter I attempted

to eſtabliſh you in the belief

of a firſt cauſe of all things, of

the being of an uncreated God,

without which belief it is unneceſ.

ſary to ſay or even think of what I

ſhall now write you. The princi

pal ideas in this letter flow from

the ſubſtance of the other.

All things being made by God,

we are enabled to learn from them

his true charaćter. They exhibit

perfeótions which can belong to

none but the Creator, and which

place him before us in an infinitely

exalted and amiable view.

Bút what benefit ſhall we re

ceive, my ſon, if we ſearch into

and deſcribe the chara&er of the

great Creator of the world and our

hearts be oppoſed to him : We

have, by nature, oppoſition of

heart to God. Though you may

now think you feel tolerably well

pleaſed with him, yet if ever you

are awakened to a ſenſe of your

ſtate, you will find the moſt invet

erate oppoſition, waked up in your

heart againſt every exhibition God

has made of himſelf in his works.

Vol. II. No. 9.

Theſe effects will ariſe even from

my preſent endeavors if your heart

be oppoſed to God. If you at

tend, your underſtanding will be

enlightened and you will be pre

pared to exerciſe love to the cha

raćter of God ſhould he ever re

new your heart. And ſhould it

never be renewed, theſe endeavors

will be means of vindicating the

divine condućt toward you in that

ſolemn and important day, when,

my own and your ſtate will be un

alterably fixed. The juſtice of

God in your condemnation will

be evident when it appears you

have continued in ſtupid oppoſi

tion, notwithſtanding your mind

had been enlightened by theſe kind

exertions. And the way will be

prepared for every holy being to

ſay amen, and to fing “Juſt and

true are thy ways, thou king of

ſaints,” when your ſentence ſhall

be pronounced by the judge of

the world. -

If we admit the idea that God

is the Creator of all things we muſt

believe he has infinite power. No

power ſhort of this could have cre

ated man, the earth on which he

lives, and the vaſt bodies in the

heavens above-... We know that

R. r
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of the ſcene. The following com

munications are the firſt that have

been received. They are given to

the public, leaving all to judge for

themſelves. Many will applaud,

many will condemn—let him that

judgeth do it in the fear of God.

The following is an extrad of a

letter from the Rev. Archibald

Alexander, Preſident of Hamp

den Sidney College in Virginia,

to the Rev. Nathan Strong,

Iſarlfºrd. Mr. Alexander is a

gentleman of ºminent ſcience and

judicious piety, and by his late

tour through New-England, be

came known and beloved by many

of our Chriſtian Readers.

Prince Edward, Jan. 25, 1802.

Rev. and Dear Sir,

I HAVE deferred writing

until this time, that I might have

it in my power to communicate

ſome authentic intelligence of the

extraordinary revival of religion

which has lately taken place in

Kentucky. The incloſed letter

was written to me, by the Preſi

dent of Waſhington Academy, in

this ſtate ; who viſited Kentucky

for the very purpoſe of examining

into the nature of the remarkable

religious appearances which exiſt

ed there. In this inquiry he ob.

tained complete ſatisfaction, and

now entertains no doubt of its be

ing a ſº work of God, as

you will ſee by the contents of his

letter. I ſcarcely know a man on

whoſe judgment, in a matter of

this kind, I could more confident

ly rely than upon his. Poſſeſſing

à clear, diſcriminating mind, and

rational piety, he was in as little

danger of being deceived by delu

five appearances as any other per
ſon with whom I am acquainted.

You will however judge cf the

narrative for yourſelf, and may

make what uſe of it, you think

proper. I have ſent it with a view

to its publication in the Evangelic

al Magazine, if the Editors think

it would be uſeful to the public.

In N. Carolina a revival attend

ed with fimilar appearances, has

lately taken place, chiefly amongſt

the preſbyterians. I am not able

to furniſh you with the names of

the counties or congregations, but

I am informed it has extended over

a tract of country about twenty

miles ſquare. The congregations

are nearly as large, and inſtances

of falling down as common as in

Kentucky. ..

In this ſtate, religious appeat

ances are ſomething better, than

when I left it. At Chriſtmas a

mumber of miniſters of different

denominations, met together in

the county of Bedford, to con

ſult upon the beſt meaſures for uni

ting their efforts, in defence of

Chriſtianity againſt the torrent of

vice and infidelity which threaten

ed to overflow the land. Their

meeting was remarkably harmoni

ous, prejudice and party-ſpirit

ſeemed to have no place amongſt

them, but with one accord they

conſented to a ſcheme of friendly

intercourſe, and general union.

Whilſt they were together many

ſermons were delivered, and the

effect was great—An uncommon

awakening has taken place amongſt

the people in that neighborhood—

and it is hoped a revival of true re

ligion has commenced.

JWaſhington Acadery, Jan. 1,

1802.

Rev. And DEAR Sir,

I NOW fit down, agreeably

to my promiſe, to give you ſome

account of the late revival of reli

gion in the ſtate of Kentucky

You have no doubt been informal
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already reſpe&ting the Green-River

and Cumberland revivals. I will

juſt obſerve, that the laſt is the

fourth ſummer ſince the revival

commenced in thoſe places, and

that it has been more remarkable

than any of the preceding, not on

ly for lively and fervent devotion

among Chriſtians, but alſo for a

wakenings and converſions among

the careleſs. And it is worthy of

notice, that very few inſtances of

apoſtacy have hitherto appeared.

As I was not in the Cumberland

country myſelf, all I can ſly about

it depends on the teſtimony of

others; but I was uniformly told,

by thoſe who had been there, that

their religious aſſemblies were more

ſolemn, and the appearance of the

work much greater, than what had

been in Kentucky. Any enthuſi

aſtic ſymptoms, which might at

firſt have attended the revival, were

greatly ſubſided, whilſt the ſerious

concern and engagedneſs of the

people were viſibly increaſed.

In the older ſettlement of Ken

tucky, the revival made its firſt

appearance among the preſbyteri

ans laſt ſpring. The whole of

that country about a year before

was remarkable-for-vice and diffi

pation; and I have been credibly

informed, that a decided majority

of the people were profeſſed infi

dels. During the laſt winter ap

pearances were favorable among

the baptiſts, and great numbers

were added to their churches.—

Farly in the ſpring, the miniſtra

tions of the preſbyterian clergy

began to be better attended than

they had been for many years be

fore. Their worſhipping aſſem

blies became more ſolemn, and the

people after they were diſmiſſed

ſhewed a ſtrange reluđtance about

leaving the place. They generally

continued ſome time in the meet

tog-houſes, and employed them

verſation.

ſelves in ſinging or religious con

Perhaps about the laſt

of May or the firſt of June, the

awakenings became general in ſome

congregations, and ſpread through

the country in every dire&tion with

amazing rapidity. I left that coun

try about the firſt of November,

at which time, this revival in con

ne&tion with the one on Cumber

land had covered the whole ſtate

of Kentucky, excepting a ſmall ſet

tlement which borders on the wa

ters of Green-River, in which no

preſbyterian miniſters are ſettled,

and I believe very few of any de

nomination.

The power with which this re

vival has ſpread, and its influence

in moralizing the people, are diffi

cult for you to conceive, and more

ſo for me to deſcribe. I had heard

many accounts, and ſeen many let

ters reſpe&ting it before I went to

that country; but my expecta

tions, though greatly raiſed, were

much below the reality of the

work. Their congregations, when

engaged in worſhip, preſented

ſcenes of ſolemnity ſuperior to

what I had ever ſeen before. And

in private houſes it was no uncom

mon thing to hear parents relate to

ſtrangers, the wonderful things

which God had done in their

neighborhoods, while a large fari

"ly of young people colle&ted round

them would be in tears. On my

way to Kentucky, I was informed

by ſettlers on the road, that the

chara&er of Kentucky travellers

was entirely changed ; and that

they were now as remarkable for

ſobriety as they had formerly been

for diſſoluteneſs and immorality.

And indeed I found Kentucky, to

appearance, the moſt moral place

I had ever ſeen A profane ex

preſſion was hardly ever heard. A

religious awe ſeemed to pervade the

country : and ſome deitical cl:2::
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a&ers had confeſſed, that from

whatever cauſe the revival might

proceed, it made the people better.
Its influence was not leſs viſible

in promoting a friendly temper

among the people. Nothing could

appear more amicable, than that

undiſſembled benevolence which

governs the ſubjects of this work.

I have often wiſhed, that the mere

politician or the deiſt could obſerve

with impartiality their peaceful and

amicable ſpirit. He would cer

tainly ſee, that nothing could equal

the religion of Jeſus for promoting

even the temporal happineſs of ſo

ciety. Some neighborhoods viſit.

ed by the revival, were formerly

notorious for private animoſities

and contentions ; and many petty

lawſuits had commenced on that

ground. When the parties in

theſe quarrels were impreſſed with

religion, the firſt thing was to ſend

for their antagoniſts, and it was

often very affecting to ſee their

meeting. They had both ſeen

their faults, and both contended

they ought to make the acknow

ledgments, till at laſt they were

obliged to requeſt one another, to

forbear all mention of the paſt, and

to receive each other as friends

and brothers for the future. Now,

ſir, let modern philoſophiſ's talk

of reforming the world by baniſh

ing Chriſtianity, and introducing

their licentious ſyſtems ; the bleſ.

ſed goſpel of our God and Savicur

is ſhewing what it can do.

Some circumſtances have con

curred to diſtinguiſh the revival in

Kentucky from almoſt any other

of which we have had any account.

I mean the largeneſs of their aſ

ſemblies on ſacramental occaſions

—the length of time they contin

ued on the ground, in the exerciſe

of public or private devotion—and

the great numbers who have fallen

down under religious impreſſions,

On each of theſe particulars Iſhall

give you ſome remarks.

With reſpect to the largeneſs of

their aſſemblies. It is generally

ſuppoſed that at many places, ther:

were not leſs than eight, ten, or

twelve thouſand people. At one

place called Cane Ridge meeting:

houſe, many are of opinion there

were not leſs than twenty thouſand.

There were an hundred and forty

waggons which came loaded with

people, beſides other wheel-carria

ges ; and ſome perſons attended

who had come the diſtance of two

hundred miles. The largeneſs of

theſe congregations was a confider

able inconvenience. They were

too numerous to be addreſſed by

any one ſpeaker. Different min

iſters were obliged to officiate at

the ſame time at different ſtands.

This afforded an opportunity to

thoſe who were but ſlightly impreſ.

ſed with religion, to wander back

wards and forwards between the

different places of worſhip, which

created an appearance of confuſion

and gave ground to ſuch as were

unfriendly to the work, to charge

it with diſorder. There was alſo

another cauſe which conduced to

the ſame effect. About this time

the people began to fall down in

great numbers under ſerious im

preſſions. This was a new thing

among Preſbyterians. It excited

univerſal aſtoniſhment, and created

a degree of curioſity which could

not be reſtrained. When people

fell down even in the moſt ſolemn

parts of divine ſervice, thoſe who

ſtood near were ſo extremely anx

ious to ſee how they were affected.

that they frequently crouded about

them in ſuch a manner as to diſturb

the worſhip. But theſe cauſes of

diſorder were ſoon removed. Diſ

ferent ſacraments were appointed

on the ſame ſ-bbath which divided

the people ; and the falling down
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ſoon became ſo familiar as to excite

no diſturbance I was in that

country during the month of Oc

tober. I attended three ſacra.

ments. The number of people at

each was ſuppoſed to be about four

or five thouſand ; and every thing

was condućted with ſtrićt proprie.

ty. Whenperſons fell down, thoſe

who happened to be near took care

of them, and every thing continu.

ed quiet till the worſhip was con

cluded.

The length of time the people

continued on the ground was an

other important circumſtance of

the Kentucky revival. At Cane

Ridge the people met on Friday

morning, and continued till Wed

neſday evening, night and day

without intermiſſion, either in the

public or private exerciſes of de

votion ; and with ſuch a degree of

earfieſtneſs, that heavy ſhowers of

rain were not ſufficient to diſperſe

them. On other ſacramental oc

caſions, they generally continued

on the groundtill Monday or Tueſ.

day evening. And had not the

miniſters been exhauſted and obli

ged to retire, or had they choſen

to prolong the worſhip, they might

have kept the people any length of

time they pleaſed. And all this

was or might have been done in a

country, where, not a twelve

month before, the clergy found it

a difficult matter to detain the peo

ple during the common exerciſes

of the ſabbath. The practice of

camping on the ground was intro

duced, partly by neceſſity, and

partly by inclination. The aſſem

blies were generally too large to

be received by any common neigh

borhood. Every thing indeed

was done which hoſpitality and

brotherly kindneſs could do, to ac

commodate the people. Public

and private houſes were both open

td, and free invitations given to all

perſons who wiſhed to retire. Far.

mers gave up their meadows be

fore they were mown to ſupply the

horſes. But notwithſtanding ali

this liberality, it would in many

caſes have been impoſſible to have

accommodated the whole aſſembly

with private lodgings. But beſides,

the people were unwilling to ſuffer

any interruption in their devotion,

and they formed an attachment for

the place, where they were con

tinually ſeeing ſo many careleſsfin

ners receiving their firſt impreſſions,

and ſo many deiſts conſtrained to

call on the formerly deſpiſed name

of Jeſus They conceived a ſen

timent like what Jacob felt at Be

thel, when he ſaid, “Surely the

Lord is in this place—this is none

other but the houſe of God, and

this is the gate of heaven.” -

The number of perſons who

have fallen down under ſerious im

preſſions in this revival, is another

matter worthy of attention. And

on this I ſhall be the more partic

ular, as it ſeems to be the princi

pal cauſe, why this work ſhould be

more ſuſpected of enthuſiaſm, than

ſome other revivals. At Cane

Ridge ſacrament (the place men

tioned above) it is generally ſuppo

ſed, that not leſs than one thouſand

perſons fell proſtrate to the ground,

and among them were many infidels.

At one ſacrament which I attend

ed in that country, the number that

fell was thought to be upwards of

thee hundred. Perſons who fall

are generally ſuch as have mani

feſted ſymptoms of the deepeſt im

preſſions for ſome time previous to

that event. It is common to ſee

them ſhed tears plentifully for a

bout an hour. Immediately be

fore they become totally powerleſs,

they are ſeized with a general tre

mor; and ſometimes though not

frequently, in the moment of fail

ing they utter one or two piercing
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fhrieks. Perſons in this ſtate are

affected in many different degrees.

Sometimes when unable te ſtand

or ſit, they have the uſe of their

hands and can converſe with per

fe&t compoſure. In other caſes

they are unable to ſpeak, their

At the beginning of the revival

in Shelby county, the appearances,

as related to me by eye witneſſes,

were very ſurpriſing indeed. The

revival had previouſly ſpread with

irreſiſtible power through the adji.

cent counties; and many of the

pulſe grows weak, and they draw religious people had attended diſ.

a hard breath about once a minute. tant ſacraments, and were greatly

And in ſome inſtances their hands benefitted. They were much en

and feet become cold, and their gaged, and felt unuſual freedom in

pulſe, and breath, and all the ſymp. their addreſſes at the Throne of

toms of life forſake them for near. Grace ; for the outpouring of the

by an hour.

been in this ſituation have uniform

fy avowed, that they ſuffered no

bodily pain, and that they had the

entire 'command of their reaſon

and refle&tion ; and when recov

ered they could relate every thing

which was ſaid or done, neartherm,

or which could poſſibly fall within

their obſervation. From this it

appears that their falling is neither

the common fainting nor the ner

vous affection. Indeed this ſtrange

phenomenon appears to have taken

every turn it poſſibly could to baf.

fle the conjećtures of thoſe who

are not willing to confider it a ſu

pernatural work. Perſons have

fometimes fallen on their way

home from public worſhip, and

ſometimes after their arrival. In

ſome caſes, they have fallen when

purſuing their common buſineſs on

their farms, or when they had re

tired for private devotion. I ob

ſerved above, that perſons general.

!y are ſeriouſly affected for ſome

time previous to falling. In ma

ny caſes however it is otherwiſe.

Numbers of careleſs perſons have

fallen as ſuddenly as if ſhuck with

a flaſh of lightning. Many pro

feſſed infidels, and other vicious

chara&ers have been arreſted in

this way ; and ſometimes at the

very moment, when they were

*tering their blaſphemics againſt
the work.

Perſons who have divine Spirit, at the approaching

ſacrament in Shelby. The ſacri.

ment came on in September. The

people as uſual met on Friday, but

they were all languid, and the ex

erciſes went on heavily. On Satur.

day and Sunday morning it was no

better. At length the communion

ſervice commenced,and everything

was ſtill lifeleſs. The miniſter of

the place was ſpeaking at one of the

tables without any unuſual liberty.

All at once there were ſ

ſhrieks from different parts of the

aſſembly. Perſons fell inſtantly in

every dire&ion. The feelings ºf

the pious were ſuddenly revived;

and the work went on with extra

ordinary power frem that time till

the concluſion of the ſolemnity.

Theſe phenomena of ſailing are

commen to all ages and ſexes, and

to all ſorts of chara&ers ; and

when they fall they are differently

exerciſed. Some pious people

have fallen under a ſenſe of in

gratitude and hardneſs of heart;

and others under affecting maniſeſ.

tations of the love and goodneſs ºf

God. Many careleſs perſons have

fallen under i. convićtions, and

obtained comfort before they aroſ.

But perhaps the moſt numerous

claſs of all, are thoſe who fall un

der diſtreſſing views of their guilt,

who ariſe with the ſame fearful P

prehenſions, and continue in that

ſtate for ſome days, perhaps week',
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beſore they obtain comfort. I have

converſed with many who fell un

der the influence of comfortable

feelings, and the account which

they gave of their exerciſes, while

they lay entranced, was very ſurpri

fing. I know not how to give you

a better idea of them, than by ſay

ing, that they appeared in many

caſes to ſurpaſs the dying exerciſes

of Dočtor Finley. Their minds

appeared wholly ſwallowed up in

contemplating the perfections of

Deity as illuſtrated in the plan of

ſalvation. And while they lay in

all appearance ſenſeleſs, and almoſt

deſtitute of life, their minds were

more vigorous and ačtive, and their

memories more retentive and accu

rate, than they had ever been be

fore. I have heard reſpectable

charaćters aſſert, that their mani

feſtations of goſpel truth were ſo

clear, as to require ſome caution

when they began to ſpeak, leſt they

ſhould . language, which might

induce their hearers to ſuppoſe they

had ſeen thoſe things with their nat

ural eyes. - But at the ſame time,

they had ſeen no image or ſenſible

repreſentation, nor indeed any

thing, beſides the old truths con

tained in the bible. Among thoſe

whoſe minds were filled with the

moſt delightful communications of

divine love, I but ſeldom obſerved

any thing ecſtatic. Their expreſ.

ſons were juſt and rational ; they

converſed with calmneſs and com

Poſure ; and on firſt recovering the

uſe of ſpeech, they appeared like

ſons juſt recovering from a vio

nt ſickneſs, which had left them

on the borders of the grave.

I have ſometimes been preſent

when perſons who fell under the

influence of convićtions, obtain

•d relief before they roſe. On

wheſe occaſions it was impoſſible not

tº obſerve how ſtrongly the change

* their minds was depičied in

their countenances. From a faca

of horror and deſpair, they aſſu

med one which was open, lumin

ous, and ſerene, and expreſſive of

all the comfortable feelings of reli

gion. As to thoſe who fall down,

under legal convićtions and contin

ue in that ſtate, they are not dif.
ferent from thoſe who receive con

vićtions in other revivals ; except

ing, that their diſtreſs is more ſe

vere. Indeed, extraordinary pow

er is the leading chara&teriſtic of

this revival. Both ſaints and ſin

ners have more ſtriking diſcoveries

of the realities of another world,

than I have ever known on any

other occaſion.

I truſt I have ſaid enough on this

ſubječt, to enable you to judge

how far the charge of enthuſiaſm.

is applicable to it. Lord Littleton

in his letter on the converſion of

St. Paul obſerves (and I think ve

ryº that “Enthuſiaſm is a

vain, ſelf-righteous ſpirit, fuelled

with ſelf ſufficiency, and diſpoſed

to glory in its religious attain

ments.” If this definition be a

good one, there is perhaps as little.

enthuſiaſm in Kentucky as in any

other revival. Never in my life

have I ſeen more genuine marks of

that humility, which diſclaims the

merit of its own duties, and looks.

to the Lord Jeſus Chriſt as the on

ly way of acceptance with God.

I was indeed highly pleaſed to find

that Chriſt was all and in all in

their religion, as well as in the re

ligion of the goſpel. Chriſtians

in their higheſt attainments were

moſt ſenſible of their entire de

pendance on divine grace ; and it

was truly affecting to hear with:

what agonizing anxiety awakened

finners inquired for Chriſt, as the

only phyſician who could give them

any help. Thoſe who call theſe

things enthuſian, ought to tell us

what they underſtand by the Spiris
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of Chriſtianity. In faā, Sir, this

revival operates, as our Saviour

promiſed the Holy Spirit ſhould

when ſent into the world. It con

vinces of ſin, of righteouſneſs,

and of judgment; a ſtrong confir

mation to my mind, both that the

promiſe is divine, and that this is

a remarkable fulfilment of it. -

It would be of little avail to ob

jećt to all this, that perhaps the

profeſſions of many of the people

were counterfeited. Such an ob

jećtion would rather eſtabliſh what

it meant to deſtroy. For where

there is no reality there can be no

'counterfeit ; and beſides, when

the general tenor of a work is ſuch,

as to diſpoſe the more infincere pro

feſſors to counterfeit what is right,

the work itſelf muſt be genuine.

But as an eye-witneſs in the caſe,

I may be permitted to declare, that

the profeſſions of thoſe under reli

gious convićtions, were generally

marked with ſuch a degree of en

gagedneſs and feeling, as wilful

hypocriſy could hardly aſſume.

The language of the heart when

deeply impreſſed is eaſily diſtin

guiſhed from the language of af.

fe&tation.

Upon the whole, Sir, I think

the revival in Kentucky among the

moſt extraordinary that have ever

viſited the church of Chriſt. And

all things conſidered it was pecul

iarly adapted to the circumſtances

of the country into which it came.

Infidelity was triumphant, and re

ligion at the point of expiring.

Something of an extraordinary na

ture appeared neceſſary to arreſt

the attention of a giddy people,

who were ready to conclude that

Chriſtianity was a fable and futuri

ty a dream. This revival has done

it. It has confounded infidelity,

awed vice into filence, and brought

numbers beyond calculation under

ſerious impreſſions.

Whilſt the bleſſed Saviour was

calling home his people and build

ing up his church in this remaka

ble way, oppoſition could not be fi

lent. At this I have hinted above.

But it is proper I ſhould obſerve

here, that the clamorous oppoſition

which aſſailed the work at its firſt

appearance has been in a great

meaſure borne down before it. A

large proportion of thoſe who have

fallen, were at firſt oppoſers; and

their example has taught others to

be cautious, if it has not taught

them to be wiſe.

I have written on this ſubject to

a greater length than I firſt intend

ed. But if this account ſhould

give you any ſatisfaction, and be of

any benefit to the common cauſe, I

ſhall be fully gratified.

Yours with the higheſt eſteem.

GEO. A. B.AXTER,

Rev. Arthibald Alexander.

Extrađ of a letter from a gentleman

in Philadelphia to Air friend in

Hartford.

“I was laſt Sunday evening to

hear Mr. - ſpeak at the old

College—it is fitted up ſo as to

accommodate at leaſt 15oo per

ſons and it was ſo crowded the

greater part of the audience were

| obliged to ſtand the whole time—

His ſubječt was, the great conde

ſcenſion of the Almighty in rea

ſoning with his creatures to per

ſuade them to come to the truth,

whereby their happineſs would be

increaſed here and hereaſter.—

Great attention and folemnity ap

peared in the people the whole

time, and a more than common

concern has taken place here on

the ſubject of religion, and many

enquiring what they ſhall do to be

ſaved.”

Given—By two friends of Miſ.

ſons, 1 doll. & 16 dolls. 9o cents.
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