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482 LINES TO JOHN. [1S40.

was not suited to liis health. There were other reasons, and

very obvious ones, why he should cling to Princeton with great

tenacity, and why the charms of a great city often seemed

tame to him in the comparison.

The younger brother still amused himself with his boys.

The following verses were written in honour of the birthday

of one of them :

Ad Joan'Xkm.

"It seems but yesterday, my friend,

Since I a little sonnet penned,

On being told

Thfit yon, whom I so long had known,

But still regarded as my own,

Were twelve years old.

"But in the space of three sliort years

How changed my little friend appears

In form and mien

!

For he, who then had only passed

A dozen birth-days, has at last

Beheld fifteen.

'And in these days, so fleet and few,

IIow many follies rise to view,

Like shadows dim

:

Sins for which nothing can atone

But a Redeemer's bicod alone
;

Oh, trust in Hun !

" Let the time past for sleep suffice

:

Cease, cease to dream! awake, arise!

Up, up, dear John

!

The night of life is well nigh past

;

Eternal daylight, sure and fust.

Comes stealing on."

The followiug letter accompanied the lines :

"August 2, 1840.
" My Dear Jonx

:

"J trust that you hq,vp not forgotten, in tho devotions of this day,



^T, 31.] GOOD ADVICE. 483

that it comi)letes your fifteenth year. I hope that the year upon which

you now are entering will, by the grace of God, be better than the fif-

teen which have preceded it. This is a very favourable time to furm

good resolutions and correct bad habits. Resolve th;it in your sixteentli

year you will endeavor to obtain a more complete coramaud over your

temper than you ever had before. Resolve to be more punctual and

diligent in study. If you have begun to be remiss in your religious du-

ties—I mean in prayer and in the reading of the Scriptures—now
retrace your steps. If you have begun, like many others of your age,

to feel ashamed of what is good, and to dislike all thought on serious

subjects, now is the time to crush such feelings while they are yet

^eak. If you have begun to feel a secret longing after objects which

you have been accustomed heretofore to look upon as sinful and un-

worthy of a man, now is a good time to repress all such desires, and

resolve that you will act to the last upon the principles in which you

have been educated. Let your character be formed before your stud-

ies are completed ; let it be formed upon true Christian principles- and

then, I trust in God that you will be able to vanquish the temi)tations

of the world hereafter. If I may venture to express another wish, it

is that before your sixteenth year is completed, you may be disposed to

make a profession of religion ; which is nothing more than agreeing to

act in accordance to the truths which you profess to believe. If you

can join sincerely in the prayers of the church, and really desire what

you ask for in those prayers, I see no reason why you should not openly

avow yourself a follower of Christ. Is it because it would debar you

from pleasures which you wish to enjoy ? You can do without them
;

you will be happier without them ; and a young man who entars into

life with a religious character has this advantage : that he escapes a

thousand solicitations and temptations, to which otherwise he would

be exposed. Besides, he is always more respected; let the irreligious

say what they will. But I fear that this subject may be disagreeable.

If so, you will excuse my introducing it ; and believe that I have done

so from a sincere regard to your present and eternal happiness. I

heartily congratulate you on your birthday, and remain, with the kind-

est wishes, your afi'ectionate friend,

"Jos. Addisox Alexandee."

On the 28th of September, Dr. Murray dismissed the stu-

dents with a very able address. The next day the Rev.

James W. Alexander was appointed by the Alumni of the




