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THE GROUNDS OF LUTHERAN DISSENSION IN THIS COUNTRY.

BY PROFESSOR J. W. RICHARD, D.D., THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY, GETTYSBURG, PA.

To the question, Why are not all the

Lutherans in this country united in one
nd body, with generous concessions for

individual differences of opinion, and with
suitable provisions for the use of various
languages ? the plain answer is, They do
not all occupy the same relation to the
Lutheran confessional writings of the siz-
teenth century ; that is (@) they do not all
accept all the contents of the Lutheran
Book of Concord, and () in cases where
~ several bodies do accept and subscribe all
the contents of the Book of Concord, they
do not interpret every several article alike.
In this is found the true ground of Lu-
theran dissension. It i8 comfessional and
doctrinal diversity.

That we may wmake this clear to the read-
er, we will state as fairly as we can the atti-
tudes which different Lutheran bodies in
this country hold to the Lutheran confes-
sional writings—viz., the Augsbur% Con-
fession (1530) ; the Apology of the Confes-
sion (1531) ; the Smalcald Articles (1537) ;
the two Catechisms of Luther $1529) ; the
Form of Concord (1577) ; all of which, to-
gether with the three cecumenical creeds,
were published as the Book or CONCORD in
the year 1580.

I. THE GENERAL SYNoD.—This body,
which contains 1002 ministers, 1450 con-
gregations, and 157,110 members, was or-
ganized in the year 1820. Because of the
prevalent rationalistic spirit in one or two of
the older and larger district synods uniting
in the organization, it was not found prac-
ticable to place in the constitution even the
name of any one of the above-mentioned
Lutheran confessional writings. But when,
three years after the organization, the
Pennsy{vania Synod withdrew, not for doc-
trinal, but wholly for practical reasons, the
General Synod soon after took the Augsburg
Confession as its doctrinal basis, and de-
clared : ‘“ The fundamental doctrines of
the Word of God are taught in & manner
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substantially correct in the doctrinal articles
of the Augsburg Confession.”

This qualified subscription to the Augs-
burg Confession was doubtless all that could
be attained at that time, yet really it marks
an epoch in the confessional life and history
of the Lutheran Church in America. But
in the year 1864 the General Synod made
its confessional basis more clear and distinct
by accepting ¢‘ the Augsburg Confession as
a correct exhibition of the fundamental doc-
trines of the Divine Word, and of the faith
of our Church founded upon that Word.”
And as further evidence of her firm adhe-
rence to the historic faith of the Lutheran
Church, the professors in her theological
seminary are required every five years to
subscribe ez animo to the Augsburg Confes-
sion and to the Small Catechism, and to
“ %romise solemnly not to teach anything,
either directly or by insinuation, which
shall appear to them to contradict or to be
in any degree more or less remote’ from
these standards ; and every candidate for
the ministry is required to make personal
subscription to the General Synod’s doc-
trinal basis. But in giving what she be-
lieves to he an unqualified subscription to
the Augsburg Confession, the General Syn-
od does not cut herself off from recogni-
tion of and fellowship with other evangeli-
cal Christians ; for her constitution makes
it solemnly obligatory upon her to ‘be
sedulously and incessantly regardful of the
circumstances of the times, and of eve
casual rise and progress of unity of senti-
ment among Christians in general, in order
that the blessed opportunities to promote
concord and unity, and the interests of the
Redeemer’s kingdom may not pass by neg-
lected and unavailing.”

In thus heartily and unqualifiedly accept-
ing the Augsburg Confession as her doc-
trinal basis, and in thus throwing the
strongest guards round the teaching from
her theological chairs and from her pulpits,
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Bishop Spalding’s interpretation of the prophecies
is an exceedingly ingenious attempt to show how
they could possibly have referred to Christ, though
neither the prophets themsclves nor anybody else
had at the time the faintest suspicion of anything
of the sort. In speaking of the preparation of the
world for Christ, he leaves out of consideration
those vast masses of mankind—whole nations and
‘ races”’—such as the Chinese and the people of
India, ou the one hand, and savage races on the
other, who made not the slightest discoverable
contribution toward ‘‘the fulness of the times,”
and who have scarcely yet attained even the barest
knowledge of the existence and life of Jesus. Like
so many other apologists, he confounds * the
world” of the Roman Empire with the actual
world and all its human inhabitants. The sermon
(xii.) on the ‘‘ Great Forty Days’ contains the
usual assumptions, which may be true, which are
certainly unverifiable, and which are wholly un-
necessary for the proof of the Divine authority of
the Christian Church. ’

We cannot imagine what possible service these
sermons could render to anybody who really dis-
believed either Christ or Christianity, because the
very facts and principles herc assumed are the very
facts and principles which “ unbelievers” insist upon
having proved ; but to delievers they will be very re-
freshing. The‘yl"put familiar truthsin a new or inter-
esting light. They draw desired conclusions from
admitted premises. They are safe and conserva-
tive. For the class of readers for which they were
intended, they would perhaps have been more effec-
tive if their positive assertions, offered on episcopal
authority, had been freed from the encumbrance
of a merely apparent argumentation.

WiLLiam Kirkus.

BALTIMORE.

EvoLuTioN : Its Nature, its Evidences, and its
Relation to Religious Thought. By Josepn IL.E
-CoNTE, Professor in the University of California.
New York: Appleton, 1891, Second edition.
8vo, pp. xxii., 382, $1.50.

** We regard the law of evolution as thoroughly
established. . . . It is not only as certain as—it 18
far more certain than—the law of gravitation’ (p.
275). So writes Professor Le Conte in the work
before us. About the same time that he was pen-
ning these words, Professor Virchow, one of the
foremost of European scientists, in a publie ad-
dress at the late ter-centenary of the University of
Edinburgh, declared with emphasis, ‘‘ Evolution
has no scientific basis.’’

As one rcads such conflicting statements, the
question arises, How comes this conflict? On ex-
amining the book before us, the answer at once pre-
sents itself : Professors Le Conte and Virchow do
not use the word evolution in the same sense ; they
are not talking about the same thing. The term
evolution, as used by scientists in our day, has
been not inaptly compared to the sheet which
Peter, in vision, saw ‘‘let down to the earth;
wherein were all manner of four-footed Leasts of
the earth, and wild beasts, and creeping things,
and fowls of the air’’ (Acts x. 12).

Charles Darwin, universally regarded as the
father of the doctrine of evolution in its modern
form, defines it : *‘ The origin of species by de-
soent, with modifications.”” And Professor Hux-
ley, its most eloquent advocate, defines it in his
words : ** The evolution hypothesis considers that
existing species are the result of pre-existing
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species, and these of their predecessors by agencics
similar to those which at the present day produce
varieties and races, and therefore, in an altogether
natural way.” In this sense Professor Virchow
undoubtedly understood the term when he said,
*“ Evolution has no scientific basis.”” Professor
Le Conte, on the other hand, in the opening chap-
ter of the work before us, writes: ‘‘ Every one is
familiar with the main facts connected with the
development of an cgg. We all know that it be-
gins as a microscopic germ cell, then grows into an
egg, then organizes into a chick, and finally grows
into a cock ; and that the whole process follows
some general, well-recognized law. Now this!
process is evolution. It is more—it is the type of
all evolution. It is that from which we get our
idea of evolution, and without which there would:
be no such word. Whenever and wherever we:
find a process of change more or less resembling
this, and following laws similar to those determin-
ing the development of an egg, we call it evolu-
tion *’ (p. 8).

Such cvolution as that presented in the case of
an egg—while it is an wnfolding, and so may be-
styled an evolution. if we have regard to the ety-
mology of the word alone—is certainly not the evo-
lution which Charles Darwin and Professor Huxley
define. It is not ‘ descent with modifications ™.
there is no ‘‘ descent’’ in the case ; and it does not
result in the origination of a new species, but in-
that of a new individual of an old species ; it is sim-
ply an instance of what is called growth-develop-
ment, about the reality of which there is not to-day . -
nor has there ever been any difference of opinion
among naturalists ; and if 1t be ** the type of all
evolution,’’ as Professor Le Conte affirms, then the
doctrine of evolution does not solve the problem.
of the origin of species—it does not touch that
problem. .

The decisive objection to this whole doctrine of
evolution, contended for by many scientists—Pro-
fessor Le Conte among the number—is that it is
irreconcilable with what, in the present state of:
science, we must regard as an established law of -
variation in organic nature—viz., that variations
natural and artificial, many and great as they un-
doubtedly are, are all contined within the limits of
natural species. The wild rose, for example, by
‘“ descent with moditications,’’ has become the pa-
rent of innumerable well-defined varietics of roses ;
and the same may be affirmed of the geranium, but
never in a single instance has & rose been trans-.
formed into a geranium or a geranium into a rose.
Mr. Etheridge, whose long-continued connection:
with the British Museum has given him the largest.
range of observation on this subject of any living
scientist, says: ** In all this great museum there
is not a particle of evidence of the transformation
of species.”’

In the volume before us Professor Le Conte has®
done, perhaps, the best that could be done in sup-
port of the doctrine for which he contends. That
he has given us a volume of interesting reading
the fact that his book has reached a second edition «
is conclusive proof. :

GEORGE D. ARMSTRONG.

NoxroLk, VA.

Tre SoNGs oF SappHO. By JaMEs S. Easny.
Smrra.  Published for Georgetown University,
Washington, D. C.: Stormont & Jackson, 1891.
16mo, pp. ix., 97, $1.

The translations contained in this dainty littlc*
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volume, the author informs us, were made during
his year as a senior in Georgetown University, and
served to fill up many of those¢ hours which a stu-
dent can always steal from the severer studics.
Laying claim to no deep research either in regard
to the text or the life of Sappho, Mr. Easby-Smith
reproduces in the original Greek the odes and
frugments of odes, which constitute all that has
come down to us, and gives us a rendering of each
in English verse. The longer pieces are in rhyme.
As a whole, the work of translation is faithfully and
pleasingly done. The versification is smooth, and
if occasionally we are conscious of missing some-
what of the fire of the original, we have only words
of commendation for the honesty and zeal of the
attempt. It is quite up to the standard of the bet-
ter class of academic exercises of the kind.

: HeNry M. Barrp.

NEW York URNIVERSITY.

BRIEF REVIEWS, BY THE EDITOR.

Life and Letters of Joseph Hardy Neesima, by
Avrthur Sherburne Hurdy. (Boston and New York :
Houghton, Miflin & Co., 1892, p. 8vo, pp. vi., 850,
$2.) Even at this late date it may be allowed us to
add our tribute of praise to the author of this highl
interesting account. The subject itself is of sutd-
clent interest to compensate for the difficulty inci-
dent to even & poor English style, but when this
interest is joined to a style which is at once clear
and lucid, the volume becomes a delight. Perhaps
it might be questioned whether the author has not
gone a little too far in so extensively reproducing
the quaint English of Mr. Neesima in his carlier
letters, but the total result is to give us a more
graphic picture than we might otherwise have
had, To say that the story is unique'is but faintly
to characterize it. One follows the fortunes of the
runaway Japanesc boy, the generous benevolence
of Mr. Alpheus Hardy, his American patron, the
dream of the youth, and its gradual realization in a
Chliristian_university in Japan, with unflagging in-
terest. The author has not attempted to give a his-
tory of missions in Japan, but only a fragment of
the history as secn in the labors of one worker.
At the same time he has succeeded in 10aking very
plain what the problems were which confronted
the early missionaries, and the grand opportunities
which were opened up when the gates of Japan
were unlocked to Western civilization. The vol-
ume before us is thus one of the most notable in the
whole field of missionary biography, and it de-
serves, a8 it has had, a very wide circle of intelli-
gent and appreciative readers,

Mark Hopkins, by Franklin Carter, President of
‘Williams College. (American Religious Leaders
Series. Boston and New York: Houghton,
Mifllin & Co., 1892, 12mo, pp. xi., 875, $1.25.)
The selection of the biographer of President Hop-
kins was excellent : pupil, colleague, admirer, and
friend. Inclusion in the present series is also emi-
nently fitting. *‘ His endowments, his attainments,
and his long service made him a unique figure
among the teachers of this age. But for a com. -
plete estimate of him as a man, there is a lack of '
material. . . . His life in a country town was de-
void of picturesque and varying incident. . .. His"
profound and far-reaching influence in the country -
was for that reason all the surer testimony to the.
wisdom and power of his manhood.”” The sto
here told is very complete and satisfactory, though !
it is not presented in the erdinary chronological:;
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order. The treatment is topical under the follow-
ing heads: Early Years; The Professor; The
College ; The Adminisirator; The Rebellion of
1868 ; The Teacher ; The Author ; The Preacher ;
The President of the American Board ; The Crisis
in the Board of Missions ; The Friend ; The Theo-
logian ; The Closing Years ; The Final Tribute.
A chronological table of the principal events in
President Hopkins's life is very instructive, and
the list of his published writings, with just ninety
entries, is somewhat surpiising not only for its
number but for its variety. The index is full and
complete. It is difficult to select from the many
chapters of the book any one for special mention.

Those which we have read with most interest are-
entitled *‘ The Rebellion of 1868,”’ showing his.

ability in the face of very grave difliculty, and
‘‘ rresident of the A. B. C.
Crisis in the Board of Missions.”” But these
references cannot be mnade to the disparagement of
the other chapters. The thanks of all persons in-
terested are due to the author for this labor of love.
- The Organic Union of American Methodism, by
Bishop S. M. Merrili. (Cincinnati: Crapnston &
Stowe ; New York : Hunt & Eaton, 1892, 12mo,
pp. 112, 45 cents.) It is a strange and sad thing

that the most evident traces of our late sectional

controversies are to be found in the churches. The
discussion of union is one¢ that is of. vast import
and far-reaching results. But looking from the
outside, we may be pardoned the expression of a
serious doubt whether reunion is to come through
a fighting over the old ficlds and a waving of the
old battle flags, as Bishop Merrill seems to antici-

ate. That 1s more likely to be the happy reunit-
ng bond which shall ‘* assure 1ecognition and co-
operation in the tworking field.” Organic union

will-have to be based upon practical grounds, and.

it will never come, at least not in many a long day
yet, by the acknowledgment that one or other
party acted ‘‘illegally.”” The book. as a whole,
18 extremely candid, but Bishop Merrill might have
improved it by the excision of some words and
phrases which are irritating rather than irenic,
polemic not politic.

T he Bishop il Colony, a religious communistic
settlement in Henry County, lllinois, by Mickael
A. Mikkelsen, A.M. (8vo, pp. 81, 50 cents.) The
Johns Hopkins University is doing a good work in
encouraging this scries of studies in historical arxd
political science, of which the present is the first
paper in the tenth scries.
kins Press, January, 1892.) The story here told i8
one of great interest, and the author has presented
it in excellent shape, with a single exception. He
has failed to give a sufficiently accurate and de-
tailed account of the peculiar religious tenets of
the ** Jansenists,”” who compased the community
at Bishop Hill. To a great extent this seems, how-
ever, to have becn due to the reticence of the sur-
vivors, who were unwilling to go into the details
of the matter. Thisis to be regretted, though upon
the basis of the ¢ Catechism,” which the author
seems to have known, it should have béer possible
to give a fuller account than has beendone. Upon
the whole, however, the author is to be congratu-
lated upon his success. .

History of Liberia, by J. H. T. MePherson,
Ph.D., is another of the Johns Hopkins University
Studies. (October, 1891, 8vo, pp. 63, 50 cents.)
It is an exceedingly lucid though brief history of

the inception, progress, and signiticance of the colo- .

nization movements which issued in the Republie

of Liberia. The author should be.cncouraged to -

F. M.,”” and * The

(Baltimore : Johns Hop- -
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