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L THE QUESTION OF INSPIRATION IN ITS BEAR

ING ON THE DOCTRINES OF GRACE.

However Christian men may differ respecting the nature and ex

tent of inspiration, they are all agreed in regard to its importance.

In the estimate of all it is looked upon as presenting the gravest

question the church has ever encountered. Nor is this estimate

of its importance to be wondered at when we consider the rela

tion which this question sustains to all the doctrines of revelation.

There is no question respecting the being and attributes of God,

the mode of the divine subsistence in three persons, the origin

and original state of man, the fall and the state into which it

brought mankind, the covenant of works and the covenant of

grace, the atonement and intercession of Christ, the office of the

Holy Spirit, the nature and prerogatives of the church and her

unity as the one body of Christ, the doom and destiny of the finally

impenitent—there is not one of these questions whose solution

does not depend absolutely upon the testimony of the Bible.

Within the sacred volume, and there alone, have we any reliable

information on any of these subjects.

It must, therefore, be manifest that all questions in regard to

the trustworthiness of the sacred record are questions in regard

to the very foundation of Christianity. When a passage from

this record is adduced in support of a particular view on any

of these subjects, the question arises, of necessity, on what

ground is it brought into court, and why should it have any

weight in determining the issue? As the ultimate authority on



VI. WHEN DID THE VISIBLE CHURCH OF GOD

ORIGINATE ?

By " the visible chnrch " is meant that society which God by

covenant separated to himself out of the world, to be his recognized

and peculiar people ; and which he has invested with certain of

fices and prerogatives, of which these are the chief: 1. It is the

kingdom of God, in which he is the alone sovereign, and his law

the paramount rule. 2. It is the custodian of his word and ordi

nances. 3. It is his witness, ordained to publish his word, main

tain his testimonies, and proclaim his salvation. 4. It is the

communion of God, endowed with a recognized and covenant

right of intimate access to him in the ordinances. 5. It is the bride,

the Lamb's wife, the fruitful mother and nurse of God's children.

Certainly no such society existed before the call of Abraham.

But was it not erected by the covenant with him ?

1. The Abrahamic covenant organized no new society. Its

promises were reserved for a son as yet unborn ; and although its

seal was set in the flesh of all the patriarch's other sons, it was

thus sealed, not to them, but to him. They were neither parties

nor heirs, and were therefore sent away from his house, because

"In Isaac shall thy seed be called." So, Esau, although circum

cised, was excluded, " that the purpose of God, according to elec

tion, might stand." (Rom. ix. 11.) Any objection to this view,

based upon supposed differences of moral character in the parties,

as a ground of exclusion, is obviated by the case of the sons of

Jacob, who notwithstanding their crimes were retained in the line

of promise. As to the seal of that covenant, on the one hand, it

was withheld from Melchisedec, the elder Abimelech, and other

cotemporary believers. On the other, it was set on all of Abra

ham's house, the most of whom had no more title in the promises

than the rest of the world. In fact, that was strictly a personal

covenant. Abraham was the sole party of the second part, and

the sole condition was his faith. So Isaac and Jacob were by dis
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tinct successive acts made parties severally, on the same condition,

(Gen. xxvi. 3-5; xxxv. 10, 12; Heb. xi. 8-20); and the manner

in which this covenant is named from these three patriarchs (Ex.

mi. 5, 8 ; Gen. xxviii. 13; xxxv. 12 ;) and the personal relation to

them in which it always appears, forbid the idea that it was de

signed immediately to erect or embrace a community. It organ

ized no assembly {ecclesia). It established no society in covenant

with God.

2. Nor did it create office, ror appoint distinctive ordinances of

testimony. Sacrifice had been observed from the beginning, and

was not the peculiar privilege of any class or society of people.

The Abrahamic covenant made no change as to this ordinance. If

circumcision was a rite of testimony, no more than sacrifice was

it reserved to the heirs of the promises ; but, as before indicated,

was given to many who had no special part in them. That cove

nant, moreover, gave the house of Abraham no peculiar property

in the rites of worship, nor special privilege of access to God in

them. Nor did it recognize that family, nor any part of it, as

the spouse of Christ. It may be accounted the betrothal. But

the marriage covenant was not yet.

The Sinai covenant stands in eminent contrast with all this.

Its terms were in these words : "If ye will obey ray voice, indeed,

and keep my covenant, then shall ye be a peculiar treasure to me,

above all people; for all the earth is mine; and ye shall be unto

me a kingdom ofpriests, and a holy nation." (Ex. xix. 5, 6.)

1. To this covenant the deliberate consent of every soul of

all Israel, now increased to a nation, was thrice demanded and

thrice given at Sinai; and they all, individually and collectively,

were comprehended and sealed as parties to it. (Ex. xix. 8 ; xxiv.

3,7,8; Deut. xxix. 2-11; Josh. viii. 35; Heb. ix. 19.) They

were thus erected into a covenant society, the kingdom of God,

on terms of which the fundamental condition was, "If ye will

obey my voice."

Such was the momentous character of this covenant that by divine

command it was afterward twice again propounded to Israel, and

accepted by them, before possession was finally given of the prom

ised land—once in the plains of Moab, on the eve of crossing
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the Jordan, and again at Mount Ebal, after the first victories of

the conquest had been achieved. Moreover, the violation by Is

rael of the terms of tins Sinai covenant, thus thrice ratified by

them, is expressly specified by Jehovah as the ground of all the

judgments afterward visited upon them. Says God, by Jeremiah

(xi. 1-11): "Cursed is the man that obeyeth not the words of

this covenant which I commanded your fathers in the day that I

brought them forth out of the land of Egypt, from the iron fur

nace, saying, Obey my voice. ... So shall ye be my people,

and 1 will be your God. ... I earnestly protested unto your

fathers, in the day that I brought them up out of the land of

Egypt, even unto this day, rising early and protesting, saying,

Obey my voice. Yot they obeyed not, nor inclined their ear, but

walked every one in the imagination of their evil heart. There

fore I will bring upon them all the words of this covenant;" that

is, the penalties thereto annexed. (See Deut. xxvii., xxviii. Com

pare Jer. vii. 22-26, and xxxi. 32; and Lev. xxvi. 44, 45.)

2. To the society organized under this covenant were given

abundant ordinances of testimony: (1), The holy law which was

expressly designated " the testimony"; {•/), The system of wit

nessing rites which ultimately found their seat in Zion, and thence

diffused the light of salvation through the world ; (3), The writ

ten oracles of God ; and (4), The illustrious orders of priests and

levites set apart to the sole duty of maintaining those ordinances

and testimonies, and preserving and transmitting those oracles.

Israel was thus set apart and ordained God's official witness in

the world. To her, thus consecrated, was given the eminent and

exclusive privilege of free access to his presence, and communion

in the ordinances thus given.

3. The society thus created was the spouse of the Son of God-

This is the favorite and very beautiful and instructive figure for

the church in the Scriptures. It is applied to the church of the

Old Testament and the New, the church visible and invisible, un

til in the end " the bride, the Lamb's wife," inherits the New

Jerusalem. That Israel was the spouse, and that the union was

formed at Sinai, is the explicit testimony of the Scriptures. Says

the Lord by Jeremiah : " I remember thee, the kindness of thy
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youth, the love of thine espousals, when thou wentest after me

in the wilderness, in a land that was not sown. Israel was holi

ness to the Lord, and the first fruits of his increase." (Jer. ii.

2-3.) In Ezekiel (xvi. 3-14) the Lord describes Israel as an in

fant abandoned at its birth, and cast out to perish in its blood, but

rescued, nourished to maturity, and espoused by him. "When I

passed by thee, and saw thee polluted in thine own blood, I said

nnto thee in thy blood, Live! yea, I said unto thee in thy blood,

Live! I caused thee to multiply as the bud of the field, and

thou didst increase and wax great, and thou attainedst to excel

lent ornaments. Thy breasts were fashioned, and thy hair was

grown ; yet wast thou naked and bare. Now, when 1 passed by

thee, and looked upon thee, behold, thy time was the time of

love; and I spread my skirt over thee, and covered thy naked

ness. Yea, I sware unto thee, and entered into covenant with

thee, and thou becamest mine." Here the voice of mercy, crying,

"Live! " can refer to nothing prior to the call and covenant with

Abraham. There was no multiplying until the Egyptian sojourn,

and the marriage covenant can be no other than that of Sinai.

Elsewhere in the same prophecy it is expressly stated that Israel

was yet in her virginity when in Egypt she was defiled with

strange gods. Afterward, the Lord says, " she became mine, and

bare sons and daughters." (Ezek. xxiii. 3, 4. See also Hosea ii.

14-16, with which compare Ezek. xx. 35-37.) The same concep

tion runs through the prophets.

It thus appears that not till the assembly at Sinai did the visible

church exist, and that it was then erected in Israel, with attendant

circumstances august as became the nature of the transaction. If

the church is the covenant kingdom of God; if it is the custodian

of his oracles and his ordinances, and his commissioned witness

before the world ; if by covenant it enjoys peculiar favor, access

and fellowship with him in those ordinances; if it is the beloved

bride of the Son of God, the fruitful and nurturing mother of

God's children, Israel was all this, set apart and consecrated

thereto by the whole grand transaction at Sinai, culminating in

the covenant and its baptismal seal.

4. Of Israel, the parties to this covenant were " all the people,"
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including not the adults only, but the children and the little ones.

At Sinai, the language of the narrative is thus all-comprehensive,

without any enumeration of particulars. But when it was re

newed in the plains of Moab, with the survivors of the forty years'

wandering, the details are specific. " Ye stand this day all of yon

before the Lord your God; your captains of your tribes, your

elders, and your officers, with all the men of Israel, your little

ones, your wives, and thy stranger that is in thy camp, from the

hewer of thy wood unto the drawer of thy water : that thou

shouldest enter into covenant with the Lord thy God, and into his

oath, which the Lord thy God maketh with thee this day." (Dent,

xxix. 10-12.) So, again, at Mount Ebal, where in accordance with

the command of Moses, the covenant was again rehearsed and con

firmed, with its blessings and its curses, " there was not a word of

all that Moses commanded, which Joshua read not, before all the

congregation of Israel, with the women and the Utile ones, and the

strangers that were conversant among them." (Joshua viii. 35.)

Compare the place with the twenty-seventh chapter of Deuter

onomy.

5. This covenant was sealed with its own distinctive baptismal

seal. In the Abrahamic covenant,—the betrothal of the church,

—the promises were, that he should have an innumerable seed, the

heirs with him of the promises ; that God would be their God ;

that Canaan should be their possession, and that in his seed all the

families of the earth should be blessed. The appropriate seal of

this covenant was circumcision set on all the males, adults and in

fants, a seal which set forth salvation through the blood of the

promised Seed. The patriarchs " all died in faith, not having re

ceived the promises, but having seen them afar off." (Heb. xi.

13.) But now, the set time was come, the time for the fulfilment

of the covenant in the espousal of Israel. God sent Moses to say

to them, " I remember my covenant. . . I will take you to me for

a people, and I will be to you a God." (Ex. vi. 1-8.) And when

that purpose was fulfilled at Sinai, when Jehovah took to him

self his betrothed, his chosen bride, it was fitting that the cove

nant should be signalized with a new and distinctive seal. Moses

"took the blood of calves and of goats, with water, and scarlet
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wool and hyssop, and sprinkled both the book and all the people,

saying, This is the blood of the covenant which God hath en

joined unto you." (Heb. ix. 19, 20.) The seal of the Abrahamic

covenant signified the shedding of the blood of the promised Seed.

That of the Sinai covenant certified and set forth the application

of that blood and the imparting of the Spirit, whereby are

wrought pardon, cleansing and sanctifying to the people of God.

Provision was made in the law given at Sinai for perpetuating

that seal in the water of separation (Num. xix.), which was thence

forth constantly used as the token and seal of admission to the

pale of the covenant, was continued in use till the time of the

INew Testament, was known to the Jews by the name of baptism,

and, eliminated of the sacrificial elements, was administered by

John, and Christ's disciples in coincidence wfth John (John iii.

26; iv. 1, 2,), and is perpetuated to us in Christian baptism.

The society organized at Sinai was identical with the church of

the apostles. It was so in lineal continuity of organization. It

is certified to be the same by the prophecies, which make the

church of Israel heir to the fulness of the Gentiles in the gospel

day ; and by Paul's parable of the wild branches graffed into the

good olive tree. It is attested by its name, Ecclesia, which, in

our English version of the Old Testament, is sometimes rendered

"the assembly," and generally "the congregation," and in the

New Testament, "the church." Originating in the assembly at

Sinai in the command of God to Moses {Ecclesiazan pros me),

"Assemble to me the people " (thus given in the Septuagint Greek,

Deut. iv. 10), that day was thenceforth known as " the day of the

assembly;" that is, of the meeting with God. (Deut. ix. 10; x. 4;

xviii. 16.) Hence the word is used throughout the Old Testa

ment to designate the worshipping assemblies of Israel, the greater

and the less, and, in the New, is applied by Jesus to those of the

Jews in his day (Matt, xviii. 17), by the martyr Stephen to Israel

in the wilderness (Acts vii. 38), and by Christ (Matt. xvi. 12), and

the writers of the New Testament to the Christian church and its

local assemblies. It is evidenced to be the same by the character

istics, officers and functions, which are common to both. In fact,

so absolute and unquestionable is this identity that the Apostle
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Peter appropriates the very terms and language of the Sinai

covenant as immediately belonging to and descriptive of the Chris

tian church : " Ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a

holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye should shew forth the

praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into his marvel

lous light; which in time past were not a people, but are novo the

people of God." (1 Peter ii. 9, 10.)

Samuel J. Baird.
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