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BY REV. ALBERT BARNES:

« Enter into Hiis gates with ‘thanksgiving, and into his courts with prmse - ‘be thank-
ful unto him, and bless his name.”—PsAm e 4.

TEERE has never, in the history of our world been such an oc-
casion for thanksgiving as this :—an occasion when .there has
been so marked an mterposltlon of Providence ; when. great ca
lamities have been so suddenly arrested; when so momentous
cgnsequences would result from the return of peace; when the
causes of war have been so entirely remaved ; whén the estab-
lishment of psace has been so definite and decxded leaving so
few difficulties to be adjusted, and so few.questions undetermin-
ed ; when there las been no yielding the point involved in the
controversy ; and when there have been no dishonorable. conces-.
sions by compromise, laying the foundation for future difficulties.

For four successive years we have come .together at our annu-
al thanksgivinga with sad and burthened hearts. Even in the
midst of the ﬁercest civil wali that has ever been waged, and
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when there was much occasion for humiliation, fasting, and
prayer, we have exhibited to the world the remarkable specta-
cle of a people who have on no occasion -omitted our custom of
National thanksgiving. We felt, even amidst these bloody
scenes, that there were reasons for gratitude—for all was not
lost, and there was yet hope for our country. We felt that the
heart of the nation would be encouraged, its arms strengthened,
and its patriotism nerved, by waiting on God, and by seeking,
amidst the desolations of war, occasions for encouragement and
praise. There were great issues at stake ; there were reverses ;
there were vast armies organized against the Government ; there
were battle-fields strewed with the slain,and hospitals filled with
wounded and suffering men ; there were thou=ands of families in
the land clothed in mourning, but still the nation never despair-
ed of success, nor was the hope of the permanence of the Gov-
ernment, and the preservation of the Union, ever for one mo:
ment abandoned. We found occasion for thanksgiving in the
abundance of the harvests ; in the freedom of the land from pes-
tilence ; in peace preserved with foreign powers; in the fact
that other nations had not the power, and were kept from carry-
ing out the disposition, to injure us; in the determined spirit of
fidelity to the Government 1n the land ; in the readiness of our
brothers and sons to go to the defence of the nation; and in the
large benevolence which prompted all classes of our people—
mothers, wives, sisters, daughters, as well as men, to contribute
their time and their money to promote the comfort of those en-
gaged in the war, to advance their spiritual good, and to minis-
ter to the sick and the dying. We drew also sources of thankful-
ness from the future in the strong faith that the integrity of the
nation would be preserved, and that the day would come, at no
distant period, when the rebellion would be suppressed, and
when peace and union would again bless our land. '

Thus we cheered our hearts in those gloomy days. For when
we came together we saw the bright day which has now dawned
upon us only through shadows and darkness. We anticipated
great battles still, even such as had not as yet occurred ; possi-
ble reverses—for we had been schooled to expect such things ;
the flowing of blood ; the shedding of tears; the opening of
graves, and the multiplication of widows and orphans.

But the bright daylonged for, prayed for, believed in, has come ;
and has come so that no one can mistake in the time and the
manner of its coming that it is the act of God, and that, there-
fore, it is proper to praise him ; and we come with unburdened
hearts this day to perform that service. As there has been no
such occasion for thanksgiving before, so none of us will live to
see such an occasion again. What a contrast with the state of
things four years ago, three, two, one! Where are those great
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armies that were in the field one year ago? They have sudden-:
ly disappeared. The men of war, North and South, have laid
down their weapons, and have returned to their homes. Never,
in the history of the world, has there been such a disbanding of
armies—so sudden, so entire, with so cheerful a return to the
peaceful pursuits of life :—the farmer to his farm, the mechanie
to his workshop, the professional man to his office. The soldier
becomes a citizen again—a neighbor, a €ultivator of the earth, a
quiet participant of the liberty which he has aided to secure on
the battle-field.

The nation is now once more at peace; péace in our own bor-
ders ; peace with all the world—an honorable peace secured by
battle at home ; an honorable peace preserved by skillful diplo-
macy with the nations abroad. It is not a peace preserved at
home by dishonorable compromise, leaving an opportunity again
for war; it is not a peace secured abroad by dishonorable com-
pliances, leaving questions unsettled for the future that may lead
to war. It is peace, in the one case, secured by a more com-
plete suppression of a rebellion than has ever occurred before in
the history of the world ; in the other case, by justice done to all
on our part, and by demanding, in tones that commanded respect,
that justice should be done to us by all. 1t is peace at home
with our institutions intact ; with our Union preserved; with a
country not dismembered ; with no part of our vast territory
divided off ; and with all the arrangements of government and
law, of religion and learning, of restored agriculture, and the
arts—courts, and railroads, and postal arrangements,—steadily
making their way in the portions of our country where the in-
surrection had its origin, and which have been most desolated
bﬁr w;r. For all this we should to-day render humble and hearty
thanks. :

And now that the war is over, and the four years’ struggle
ended, we can not but inquire whether in that fearful conflict
any thing has been gained for which we should also give thanks;
whether any good has come out of the struggle which will go in-
to our future history, and which will make us a greater and a
better people ; whether the results are worth the sacrifices made,
and are such as to show that the struggle was right and wise, or
whether it would have been better to have yielded to the insur-
gents, to have suffered the Union to be destroyed, and to have di-
vided ourselves into two or more nations. No such advantage can,
indeed, repair all the evils of the war. It cannot recall to life the
brave men who have fallen in the service of their country. It
can not restore to their homes the sons and brothers who have
pined in hospitals, or who have died on the field of battle. It
can not unpeople the cemeteries at Gettysburg and Anderson-
ville, or call forth again the warriors that sleep “ their last sleep.”
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It can not restore the limbs of those maimed in battle. The one
¢luss sleep in their graves—honored graves ; the other will ba
" remembered in their wants by a- grateful country, nor will tha
services of either be forgotten. . . . - o
What is there then, as the result of the war, for which the
petion should be grateful ?. R
. -I. We have, first, a Government. It is now a settled question
that we have a “ government,” properly so called ; that the idea
_ of a government is not identical with that of a monarchy, or des-
otism, bat may be found connected with a Republic : that, in
t, “ no government is so strong as a republic, controlled, under
the ll)it;ine guidance, by-an educated, a moral, and a religious
eople.” - . : o
p The idea of a government is, that it has a right to make laws;
that it has power to enforee its own laws ; that it can maintain
itself against the aggressions of other powers, and against insur-
- rection and rebellion at home'; that its laws have sanctions and
penalties, and that those sanctions and penalties can be enferced
and inflicted if it is disobeyed ; that it can put down revolt with-
in its own 1imits, as well as defend itself from. aggressive forca-
abroad. It is not an advisory power; it is.a power to command,

snd'to be obeyed. o :
Whether there was to be a government in this country, proper-
ly so called, was the great question before the minds of our fath-
ers, second “in importance in their view only to the question
whether there was to be.independence of foreign nations.” The
Revolutionary Congress was not a government. The Confedera-
tion which succeeded it was not a government. Both were adviso-
¥ bodies only ; and the question"whether their laws were to be
o{eyed was a question which they could not determine, butwas .
to be left to the voluntary action of the several States. ‘No State .
was obliged to obey. No State could be compelled to raixe men
or money to defend the country.; and if any State refused to
comply with the requisition of the Congresg, there was no power’
to enforce obedience. The evil of this was felt, even with the
existence of extraordinary patriotism, through all the war of the!
Bevolution ; the evil became more apparent under the Confeder-
stion, and threatened to produce universal anarchy, bankruptcy,
and disorder. - - : O .
~ To meet theése.evils ; to form a government, properly so called,
the Constitution of the United States was framed and adopted.
Every feature in that Constitution is properly that of a govern-
ment, and not that of an advisory body. In every article of the
‘Constitution, law, and not advice, is’ contemplated ; with every
Constitutional enactment. of the Government, and every proper
act of the departments of the Government, executive, judicial,
and legislative, there is express authority to secure the execu-
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tion of the laws, for the Congress of the nation has‘power to
“make-all laws svhich shall be necessaryand proper for carrying
into execution the powers vested by the Constitution in the
Government of the United States, or in any department or offi-
cer thereof.” - (Art. L., Sec. 8.) It wasdesigned to place the ad-
. ministration of affairs in this country on the same footing, though
in a different form, with the other nations of the earth—where 3
government had the power to maintain itself, and-to secure thg-
execution of its’ own laws. In other countries such powers o
government were then, and are now, administered almost exclu-
sively in the form of a monarchy ; in our country the great ques-
tion was to be tested whether these powers could be connected
with-the idea, and with the power, of a republic. ' '
.- For eighty years, mostly in peaceful times, and never in the
.form of a rebellion, that idea had been carried out in our coun-
try. We had a government. The laws were peacefully obeyed.
- There had been, except in small localities, and with ‘slight ex-
ception:, noorganized resistance.” Every law of Congress ; every
decision of the Supreme Court, however important were the in-.
terests involved, pertaining to customs, to commerce, to the tar
iff, to'the intercourse of the States with each other, or -with for-
eign nations, had been as faithfully obeyed as any law emanating
- from the legislatures, the judicial powers, or the thrones of the
0!d World.” s . : , . o
Siill, the world doubted whether a government under the
form of a republic could maintain and perpetuate itself ; and the
nations of the Old World, even amidst their own revolutions,
~were reluctant to adopt our mode of government, and after g
temporary experiment, returned, with no exception, fo the ol
“idea thut government can be connected only with a monarchical
form of administration. Some great trial was necessary to con-
vince the world that . the government of a_republic might be ad
firm in times of convulsion as in times of peace ; that it had
power to maintain itself under the most formidablé damestic in-
surrection, as well as in conflict with nations abroad. .
- That question has now been put to the test ; and has been de
termined forever. No government in similar circumstances has'
ever been more firm ; none could have done more than has been
done in this-land to suppress so formidable a rebellion. Not for
- one day or hour have the regular operations of the Government
in the three great departments been suspended ; not for-one
‘moment has it been a matter of doubt in our land, or in other
countries, whether there was still such a “government” as that
of the United States. Especially is this fact important in re-
spect to foreign nations, With .nearly all those nations it has.
been o favorite idea that a republic lacked. the . esseritial thing.
- involved in the idea of a government; that it must soon show
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its weakness and insufficiency ; and that it would evince so much
weakness, and tend so much to anarchy, that it would be neces-
sary ultimately to adopt the stronger forms of government that
exist under the idea of a monarchy. After eighty years’ experi-
ence in times of peace and of war with foreign powers; and now
after the suppression of the most formidable rebellion ever
known on earth, it can be, with no nation, a question whether
the ohject contemplated by our fathers in the formation of the
Constitution has been accomplished.

" These two points have been shown, and they will now go into
our history as points that have been settled forever :—first, that
our Republican Government is capable of the exertion of all the
power which the most absolute despotism could exert in the
maintainance of its own authority, and in the suppression of a
rebellion ; and, second, that it emerges from such a strife a Re-
public still—with no power in the Constitution impaired ; with
every right of freedom maintained ; with no tendency tomilitary
despotism ; and with no necessity even of modifying the Govern-
ment with reference to a future similar emergency.

We are, then, in view of this fact, prepared to reflect on what
would, have been the condition of the country if this had not
been the result of the conflict. Instead of peace and unity now,
there would have been wide-spread anaichy. The right of
“gecession” would have been established ; and this henceforward
would bave become a fundamental idea in relation to all ques-
tions of confederation or union :—a right that would soon have
been exercised in every direction—more amply still in the
States of the South ; and not improbably in the North, and the
East, and the West. The hopes of foreigners in regard to our
country would have been realized, and instead of being one na-
tion occupying an honorable position among the nations of the
earth, we should have been broken in a large number of feeble
snd contending States, each struggling for its own existence
against the rest. 1t was well said in the beginning of the con-
test, by the Secretary of State in a letter to the Minister to
France,* “If it be true, as the consent of mankind authorizes us
to assume, that the establishment of this Government was the
most auspicious political event that has happened in the whole
progress of history, its fall must be deemed not only a national
calamity, but a misfortune to the human race. The success of
this revolution would not only be a practical overthrow of the
entire system of government, but the first stage by such con-
federacy in the road to anarchy, such as so widely prevails in
South America. The contest then,” he adds, “involves nothing

* Message and Documents, 1861-62, Part I. pp. 198, 199.
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less than a failure of the hope to devise a stable system of gov-’
ernment upon the principle of the consent of the people, and
working through the peaceful expression of their will without.
depending on military authority.” . ’

e should not, perhaps,be justified in saying that if this strug-
§le,had been disastrous to the Government and the Union, the
ast hope of the successful establishment of free institutions
would have died out in the world, but we may say that long pe-
riods must have elapsed before such a government would be.
formed again under auspices so favorable, and that the hope of
the establishment of free institutions must have been pushed
indefinitely into the future.

That, with the return of peace, therefore, we have a Govern-
ment still ; that the results of the fearful conflict have shown that
the hope and aim of our fathers in founding a Government in the
Flace of the advisory Congress of the Revolution, and the very

imited power of government under the Confederation, is the
first ground for our thanksgiving to-day. Had there been noth-
ing more than this, the appointment of such a day would have
been eminently appropriate.

II. We have, secondly, as a ground of thanksgiving, an assur-
ance, as clear as anything in the future can be to mortal view,
that this Government can never be overthrown by internal civil
war.

We have hitherto felt ourselves safe in regard to the unity
and the duration of the Republic from any effort which foreign
powers might make to destroy us. Once, since the Revolution,
we have engaged in a fearful conflict of war with a nation then
the most formidable of any in the world on the sea and on the
land. Whether the result of that conflict was to obtain the ob-
ject of the war or not, it settled one puint forever, that the Gov-
ernment of the United States could maintain its rights on the
geas, and was safe from any invasion by land. Our great dis-
tance from the Old World, if nothing else, would save us from the
danger of invasion from abroad, or from being involved in any
of those revolutious which may, as in former times, convuise the
European powers. From danger from Austria, or Prussia, or
Russia, or France, or England, still more from India, and Persia,
and China—we were safe. :

But there was another question not less important, which there
was no means of determining from anything pertaining to our
position, or anything in our history. It was, whether the Re-
public might not be overthrown by civil war ; by an organized
rebellion within its own borders. That was an open question;
and that, so far as foreign nations cherished any desire that our
Government might be overthrown, and the plan of self-govern-
ment fuil, was to them the only ground of hope. There wad
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‘nothing in our history, or the history of any other nation, to
which we could appeal to. determine that. - All histery had

hown that there could not ‘be under any form of government,
mmunity from éivil war. . Egypt, ‘Assyria, Bubylonia, Persia,
Greece, Rome, in ancient times—Italy, France, England, in mod-
ern times—had all been the theatres of armed and organized in-
surrection. Some of those nations bad emerged from the con-
flict unscathed ; not a few of them had changed their form of
government ‘under the power of such insurrections; in no one
- perhaps had the .result been ruch as to discourage all hope that
an insarrection better plaunned might not be successful: In our
own country there had been two instances of insurrection—the
“ whisky ” insurrection in our own State, and “Shay’s Rebellion
in Massachusetts,” both on a small scale ; both easily suppressed ;
and neither determined the question whether an armed insur-
rection, on a large scale, and better planned, might not be suc-
cessful in.overthrowing the Government, and dismembering the-
Union. S ' oo I

That question may now be-regarded as settled forever ; and it
is worth- much, though it ‘has cost much, to have a question-so.
vital determined, and so determined that the mind may be calm
on that point in-regard to all the future; that in reference to
that danger, as in reference to the danger of destruction by any
foreign power, our Union is safe. v ‘ ‘ o

" Never was a purpose of this kind better planned; better ma-
tured ; carried out with a more determined spirit'; or prosecuted’
with a greater amount of skill, self-sacrifice and talent, than this -
rebellion has been; and it is not poésible to conceive that in all
the future an insurrection on so large a scale can be so well
planned and developed again, or that the nation will be found
slumbering again on the eve of such arebellion ; that plans could
be formed so that the strong places of defence—the forts and
arsenals could be so suddenly seized ; that armies so formidable
in numbers, and so well officered, could be called suddenly, as if
by magic, into the field ; that foreign powers would be so hasty
© to recognize an insurrection as entitled by sea and land to the
rights of belligerents, or be so anxious to recognize in such am
- insurrection the rights of an established Government ; that they -
would be so ready to furnish arms and money, or to fit out ships
of war to break through an established blockade, or t¢ arm and
to man piratical.ships to prey upon the.commerce of' a nation
with whem they were profexsedly at peace.’ ‘ :

For the purpose was formed more than thirty years ago at
the instigation and under the  iufluence of one-of the most emi-
nent men in the Southern States, or in our whole country—John
€. Calhoun. The doctrine that was really at the foundation of
the late rebellion—the doctrine of State Rights held in sucha
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form as to justify nullification of the acts of Congress—the subs
stantial doctrine of secession and rebellion, was then advanced,
and was defended by all his great powers ; and that doctrine would
then have been'practically carried out if it had not been for the
firmness, the patriotism, and the talent—the unconguerable will
of one man—-Andrew Jackson. : o .
The purpose of the separation and independency of the South-
ern States has been praotically pursued for more than thirt
years ; the doctrines which tended to it have been propagated with
untiring zeal, @1id- have never been for a moment abandoned ;
the opportunity has been waited for to carry on this purpose,
and to give a practical form to the doctrines. Yet there was a
great preparatory work to be done. It was not easy. to teach
- even-the South to forget the war of the Revolution, the stroggle
for Independence, and the efforts of her own statesmen in form:
ing the Union, and in establishing the Constitution 1t was not.
easy =0 to preseut imaginary wrongs as to arouse great States
to efforts to establish aseparate government,and to make war on.
the Union. It was needful to change the current sentiment of
the South, and to obliterate the recollection of other days. Es-
pecially was it necessary to change the. public view respecting sla-
very ;.to awaken a zeal for perpetuating and propagating it ; to
connect it with all. the industrial, social, political and religious
interests and opinions of the South; to exalt it into a national
question ; to put the public mind into such a state that any refu-
sal to extend the institution into new, territories and States, and
to spread it all over the Union—any attempt. to check it—to re-
strain it—or {o remove it, even by the most peaceful means—
would be regarded as lostility to the South, and would justify
rebellion and separation. It was a slow work, but it was «one..
The long process of educating the mind of the South to this point
was commenced. The politicians advanced the doctrine—Mr.
Calhoun leading the way-—that slavery is right ; that it violates
none of the principles of just morality ; that it i1s in accordance
with the spirit ot both the Old and the New Testament ; that the
best. thing that can be done for the: inferior African race is that
- they should be pliced under the wholesome restraints and the
elevating influences of slavery. Forthwith this idea was em-
braced: by the leading ministers of religion, and the work .was
undertaken of educating the whole religious mind of the South
to-that view, and of changing all the sentiments on the subject
which they had derived from the teachings of Patrick Henry, of
Madison, of Jefferson, of Washington. - With marvelous facility,
evincing a ch:inge of sentiment on a great moral subject such ag
the world never saw before, the new. doctrines were embraced,
and with entire unanimity as bodies, and almost ‘as individuals,.
-the Churches, Baptist, Methodist, Episcopal, Presbyterian, em-

L] .
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braced the new revelation, and made the doctrine, that slavery
is in accordance with the Bible, a practical doctrine of their
creed. On this ground they drew off from their Northern breth-
ren, and the division of the country began where, perhaps, the
politicians most desired it, in the Church of God. At the com-
mencement of the rebellion the whole Southern mind had been
united in this belief.

Then arrangements were quietly made for carrying out the
idea. Connected with the national administration there was, as
there usually has been, a majority in numbers, and a vast pre-
ponderance in talent, from the South, or that sympathized with
the South. The doctrine was distinctly stated in the highest
place of the nation, that the Constitution of the United States
gave no power to coerce a State or States by arms. Munitions
of war were quietly removed from the armories of the North to
forts and arsenals of the South. The few ships of war that con-
stituted the navy of the United States had beern sent to distant
seas, and could not soon be recalled to suppress a rebellion. A
large portion of the little army of the United States readily en-
gaged in the service of the South ; and the most numerous por-
tion, and the ablest, of the military men that had been educated
at the public expense for the protection of its Union, became
leaders of the Southern army. The North—the Government,
had neither army nor navy, and was itself divided. It was the
work almost of a moment to seize the arsenals, the forts, and the
public property in the South, and they passed into the hands of
the insurgents without a blow. There was indeed one fort that
dared to make resistance. A little band of brave men, under the
command of one of the noblest men in the army, dared to resist
the power of the South. But the little garrison could not be re-
inforced or fed ; the flag of Fort Sumter came honorably down,
and the war began.

But this is the end of all such dangers. We are certain that
such a state of things can never occur again, and that our coun-
try will be henceforward safe from such an organized insurrec-
tion. On the basis of slavery, the grand cause of all the trouble
—such a rebellion can never be organized again, and as to-day
we have occasion for thanksgiving that we have a Government,
so we have had a demonstration that that Government can net
be overthrown by rebellion. _

We are prepared, then, to consider what would have been our
condition, if this insurrection had been successtul, or if there had
been any other termination of the war than that which has actu-
ally occurred. One of two things would have followed. One,
if the success of the rebellion had been complete, and there had
been two rival and contending nations here, with long lines of
conterminous territory ; with great rivers running through both;
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with the usual causes of dispute between contiguous nations ;
with separate interests ; and with new divisions and conflicts, for
no one can suppose that if the insurrection had been successful
the number of independent sovereignties on what now consti-
tutes the territory of the United States could have been long
limited to two. The other supposition would be, that the rebel-
lion had been for a time suppressed, but still leaving to the sub-
dued and vanquished part all the original causes of irritation and
alienation, with the hope that better arrangements could be
made for a successful insurrection ; that the public mind could
be more fully trained for it ; that larger armies could be brought
into the field, and a more powerful navy created ; that by more
‘successful negotiations a recognition could be secured by foreign
powers ; that, by delay, a state of things more favorable to success
would exist in the general Government, and a more decided in-
fluence in their favor might exist in the North. In what a con-
dition would our country be now,and ever onward, if there were
held over it the idea—the possibility—of such a war again ; if it
should be necessary to call forth hundreds of thousands of men
to the scenes of bloody strife ; if at any time the horrors of bat-
tle—the desolate homes—the wasted fields and ruined cities and
towns—the conversion of so large a part of our territory into the
%rave-yards of the slain might occur again. From this appre-

ension we are now free, for the great problem has been solved,
that under the most favorable circumstances, and with the most
careful training, there can be no such insurrection organized
again, and no hope that the Government of the United States
cli:n be overturned by an'armed rebellion. Let us thank God for
this.

III. We may find a third reason for thanksgiving, growing out
of this conflict, in the moral certainty that a better feeling will
exist between the North and the South ; that there will be more
mutual respect : that there will be a closer Union than there ever
has been.

The attachment to the Union, by our fathers, as formed under
the Constitution, was sincere and genuine. There was great no-
bleness of conduct ; there was a large spirit of patriotism ; there
were great and generous sacrifices of local interests, in forming
that Union.  But there were still seeds of disaffection which
goon germinated, and rapidly matured. It wasa Union, in agreat
measure, based on compromise—an arrangement which implies
that some great evil is for a time only laid to sleep, that may be
revived again. For, we can not thus finally dispose of evilx and
wrongs in a human government, auy more than it conld be done
in the government of God. In His government it is pever
attempted.

It can not be denied now that there were causes of alienation
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laid far back in history, which,in their growth and development,
could not be removed by any ordinary and. peaceful course of"
things ; which time tended only to strengthen and confirm ; and

which, whéther they could have been removed in any other way
or not, we may hope have been removed by this conflict forever.

Perhaps-in no nation*united under one government—even in
Austria, mide of dissimilar nations altogether, and held tozether

by oune will, have there been such causes of irritation and aliena-

tion as have grown up in the different portions of ourown coun-

try though originally of the same race, speaking the same lan-

guage, and professing the same religion. ‘ :

" It is not necessary now to recall, or dwell on, those canses of .
irritation and alienation.. They sprang partly from rival. inter-
ests, and from differences in the laws and arrangements necessa-"
ry for the protection of those interests. The questions connect-

- ed with mandfactures, commerce, agricultural pursuits, made a
difference in the laws respecting the tariff, commerce, and the
protection of domestic industry necessary, tending to constant
‘alicnation. But it was mainly the question of slavery that pro-
duced the irritation, and that tended to divide the South and the
North. The demands on the one side, and the concessions on.
the other ; the compromises asked and-secured for its defence ;-
- the effort on the one hand to extend it, and on ¢he other to check.
it; the inflnence which it had on the Government, and the -at- -
tempts to abate that influence ; the claims on the part of North-
ern philanthropists to diffuse what they regarded as’ just views’
~on this and all subjects -all over the world, and therefore the’
richt to diffuse these views where slavery prevails, and the -
claim, on the other hand, that slavery was strictly a ‘domestic.
institution with which the North had nothing to do; the Fugi-
tive Slave. Law ; the Missouri Compromise ; the war-with Mexi-
co; the annexation of Texas; the admission of Kansas to the
Union ; the loss of California to the South as a:slave State ; the-
" # Dred Scott” decision in the Snpreme Court—all the<e tended
to keep up the irritation, and “perpetuate the alienation. The
feelings of the North towards the South were becoming well de-
fined. The pevple of the North regarded those of the Syuth, as
aggressive, arrogant, boastful, overbearing, shvage ; as inferior in -
thrift, and the comforts of life, in arts, in literature, in" refine-
ment to themselves ; as coarse and brutal, and regardless of law
in their manners ;a8 having an undue influence in the -adminis-
tration of the General Government ; as guilty in sustaining & bar-
. barous system, and as being themselves corrupted through. the
influence of that system. On the otherhand, the prevailing feel-
ing of the Sonth toward the North was rapidly forming itself
into contempt. The name by which the people of the North were
commonly degignated was, with them; synonymous with all that -

-
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is implied in contempt. It could not be denied,indeed, that
they were characterized by industry, but labor in their view
was degrading ; they were succéssful in business, but it was by
trick and cunning ; they made advances in commerce, but it was’
by an unjust discrimization in the laws in their favor ; they made
advances in arts and in manufactures, but it was by an upequal
tariff. They intermeddled with that which did not pertain to
“them ; they sought to change. institutions which in no way were
subject to their control ; they. disregarded the compromises of
the Constitution, and the laws made for the protection of proper-
ty in man ; they enticed slaves to leave their masters; they.
sought to produce disaffection in the families of tlve SBouth, and
to encourage insurrection among their servants, They refused
to admit the holders of slaves to preach in their pulpits, or to
membership- in their churches ; they held them up to the re-
proach and scornof the world, as sustaininfgabarbarous institation
1 a land of freedom, while all the rest of mankind were seeking
to put an end to slavery. In the meantime, each ‘party—North "
and South—undervalued the power, the energy, the resources,
the military ability, the determined purpose of the other; and
each, at the beginning of .the strife, supposed thaj the whole
matter of dispute would be soon settled—the South supposing
that the North would not “ fight,” and the Nerth believing that
the rebellion was in fact so feeble, that the insurrection could be.
soon suppressed. Neither party dreamed of a fierce controversy
in which hundreds of thousands of men would fall on the field of
battle, and extending through four terrible years ; neither party
Ireamed of the power, the energy, the determination, the re-
sources of the other. S : S
The views of each-have been changed ; the causes of irritation
and aliénation, have been in a great measure removed ; and, as
among different nations mutual respect is kept up in a great
measure by the power displayed, so the North and the South
have learned to respect each other. - R
" (@) The grand source of irritation and alienation has been re-
moved. The celebrated * Mason and Dixon’s line” is obliterated,
and no longer designates any division of the mation. -The Mis-
souri Compromise would be useless if not repealed ; the * Wilmot
Proviso” unnecessary ; the law of the Northwest Territory of -
1787 has become the law of all the Territories ; the annexation
of Texns can furnish no further occasion for jrritation ; thé Dred
Scott decision has ceased to have any significance or any bear-
ing on our interests ; and the Fugitive Slave Law has disappeared
as a source of irritation forever. L
(b) There is mutual respect for the power, the ability, the re-
sources, the military skill of each other. I do not believe that
nmilitary glory, as such, is ‘that of which a nation should be proud,

3
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nor do I attempt a comparison, in a field where I am competent
to say notliing, of the relative military power and skill evinced
by the North and the South, but it is not improper to say that,
as in the war of Independence, equal military ability was evinced
by the troops of South Carolina and Massachusetts, so now, with
the single exception of the last campaign, it might be difficult to
determine in wgich, in that which the world calls “glory,” the
praise of eminence belongs. The world, too, has learned to re-
spect powers so vast on either side when contending with each
other, and that would be so overwhelming if combined.

(¢) Once more—the conduct of the two great parties that were
engaged in the strife, on the cessation of the war, has been, and
is such as to secure in the future a degree of respect and confi-
dence hitherto unknown since the Revolution.. '

This is true, on the whole, in regard to the South. There may
be—there are—undoubtedly individual exceptions, perhaps ex-
ceptions embracing States. There may be galled and irritated
feelings. There may be lingering enmity of the North. There
may be a spirit of insubmission and insubordination. There may
be a want of “loyalty,” and a desire still of an Independent Con-
federacy. There may be an abuse of clemency. There may be
a secret wish to restore the old order of things, and to reduce
the emancipated millions again to bondage. There may be a

urpose, if that can not be accomplished i form, to accomnplish
it in fact, and under another name. There may be cases of indi-
vidoal insincerity in taking the oath of allegiance, and in sub-
mitting to the acts of the General Government. There may be
with some, a love of power and office that has not died, and a
purpose, in connection with a party in the North, if pessible, to
regain it. There may be a desire of revenge.

But, admitting all this, and more than this—for all this and
more, as human nature is, was natural—I hesitate not to say that,
on the whole, the conduct of the South in the feelings evinced
on the termination of the conflict, has been such as to demand
the confidence of the North, and to secure the admiration of man-
kind. The surrender of the armed forces was so complete and
entire ; the cessation of hostilities was so immediate and univer-
sal ; the acknowledgment that they had been overcome was so
Erompf, frank, and manly; the readiness to return to the Union

as been so general, and apparently so sincere ; the recognition
of the fact that slavery is extinct forever has been so widely ad-
mitted as a fact—vast as are the consequences involved, and as
is the change in their habits ; the readiness to come undef the
arrangements for collecting the revenue has been so prompt ;
the disposition to resume commercial intercourse with the great
cities of the North Las been so marked ; and the willingness. to
come into the great arrangements of the nation for perpetuating
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freedom has been so general, that we see in this, I think, the re-
turn of the feelings of the best days of the Republic. There are
exceptions—principally where we should least have expected
them—in the heart of woman, and in the ministers of religion—
but there has never been a civil war closed where there was less
lingering animosity, or more willingness to unite again under
the same government. Can we forget when we think of what is
in the Southern bosom still, that long-cherished opinions, feelings,
and customs do not soon change among a people? Can we for-
get how long after the wars of the “Roses,” and after the civil
wars that resulted in the establishment of the “ Commonwealth”
in England, on the cessation of the forms of war, the feelings
which had been engendered lingered in the bosom of English-
men? Can we forget how long after the Revolution, the ban-
ishment ot James, and the accession of William and Mary, love
for the “ Pretender” lingered in the hearts of a portion of that
nation ; how firm was the conviction that he was the rightful
heir of the crown ; how strong the hope that he would yet come
to the throne? Shall we blame our Southern brethren if some
similar feelings linger in their bosoms?

Equally worthy of the admiration of the world ; equally fitted
to inspire returning confidence, has been the conduct of the
North. In the annals of all suppressed rebellions there has
never been a more magnanimous spirit shown, or a spirit which,
if anything might, should make a nation proud ; which would so
much cominand the admiration of the world ; or which has been
80 well fitted to obliterate the memory of the past,and tosecure
the confidence and regard of those who, though rebels, have been
constrained to submit to the triumphant arms of the Republic.
With entire success on the part of the North—if we must still
for a while use that term—or on the part of the Government;
with manifest superiority in numbers, in financial resources, and
in military and naval power ; with the entire breaking up of all
armed forces in the South ; with the object accomplished solong
desired by the North, and the source of all the irritation in the
nation—the removal of slavery ; with victory after victory on the
side of the Government, there has been, nevertheless, no exulta-
tion ; there has been no boasting ; there have been no triumphal
processions ; there have been no public thanksgivings, nor will
there be to-day, for victory as such, or that the authors of the re-
bellion have been conquered, but only that the Union has been
preserved, and the country saved. Rome proclaimed ovations
to returning victors, with a parade of the spoils of war; with
princes led as captives ; with the banners of distant nations sub-
dued, displayed in the procession ; with music and shouts of tri-
umph :—we have proclaimed none. The men made immortal as
the result of victory have returned to their peaceful homes, with
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not even the thanks of the nation presented to them in a public
manner. Not one of the rebel leaders has been led forth an object
of curiosity to be exhibited, as at Rome, to the gaze and taunts of
assembled thousands. 'Not one hag yet beenexccuted ; not one’
has yet been put on trial for treason.” Nay, more, a proc¢lamation
of amnesty, wide as the heart of benevolence could desire, and
as the safety of the nation would bear, has been proclaimed to
the rebellious, and the kindest provisions have been proposed
for the re-admission of the rebel States again to honorable rela-
tions to the Government. In no nation before has such a proc-
lamation of amnesty been made; in no nation would it have
‘been regarded as safe to do it. -Whether it is wise or not, is not
the question before us. -Whether punishment should not be in-
flicted on the leaders of such a rebellion, is not the point on
~which I am now remarking. Whether the very leader of the
aries of the rebellion ;. the man who more than: once aimed a
di-ect blow at the capital of the nation ; who led forth great ar-
mies of rebels to invade the peaceful States of the Union, and,
who conducted great battles in which thousands and tens of
thousands of the sons of the North were slain, and who submit-
ted at last, only becausé superior military genius, and stronger
niilitary power compelled him te submit—whether suck a man
-should escape the punishment due to treason, and should be
" placed at the head of a literary institution to be the exumple;
the instructor, and the guide of the patriot youths of the nation
is a point on which men will form their own opinions, butis not
the point on which I am remarking. Yetwhat would the werld .
have said if Aaron Burr or Benedict Arnold had been made
" President-of Nassau Hall, or if the Duke of Monmouth.had been
“made Chancellor of the University of Oxford? I am.speaking
only of the facts now adverted to as fitted to command the ad-
.miration or the wonder of the world, and as adapted to show to
the erring and the guilty South that there is no malevglence or
-desire of revenge, in the bosoms of their conquerors. .
" As an illustration of the changes which have occurred in the-
world in little less than two hundred years; as marking the char-
acteristics -of these times as contrasted with times past; as de-
acriptive of the state of things in our nation, and of what may
safely occur under a republic as contrasted with what is deemed
_necessary under a monarchy in a rebellion ; and as being especi-
ally edifying and suggestive to our British brethren in the views
which they are disposed to take of -us and of our affairs, it may
not be improper to recall to the mind of the student of histor
the strong contrast which has occurred in relation' to this rebe{
lion -and the rebellion in: England under Jameés the Second, by
the Duke of Monmouth. That was, compared with this, a small
affair. - A few thousand—not. more than six in all— composed of
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those who- landed on the Western Coast . of England and of thoee '
that were .gathered together; armed mostly with scytbes and old
swords and axes, with a few pieces of artillery, made war on the
Englisti Government. . At Sedge Moor they were easily over-,
thrown and scattered -But the occasion was regarded as one on
which: the services of the bloodiest, the most tyrannical, the most
“savage;. the most unfeeling and cruel ‘man that ever sat on a .
bench of justice were deemed especnlly appropriate - to carry
out the purposes of a not less relenting and implacable master.

I ean not bétter .show the contrast between those- times: and
these ; between: a menarchy and. a republic ;. between, shall T
83y, England and ‘our own country, than by copying a few sen-
tences selected from the interesting riarrative in Macauley’s His-
tory of England. After an extended statement of the trislsand
executions elsewhere, tie gays, “ Somersetshire, the chief seat of :
the rebelhon, had been reserved for the last and most fearful re-.
venge. " In' this- county two hundred ‘and thirty-three prisoners
were in'a few days hanged, drawn, and quartered At every spot -
where two roads met, on every - -market-place, on. the green of
every large village whieh had furnished' Monmouth with sol-
diers, ironed corpses clattering in the wind, or heads: and quar-
ters stuck on poles, poisoned the air and ‘made the traveler sick
thh horror, ~In-many parighes the ppeasantry could not ‘assem- -
ble ‘in the house of God without seeing the ghastly face of a

neighbor grinfiing at them over the porch.”* Such in England .

How different in the United States. :

‘Surely, whatever. demands may be propérly made for severer
justice than has yet beenexecuted, we may find occasien this day
for thanksgiving in the contrast between the conduct of England
aid-our, own Government, and of those times and ours ;. and emi-
nently in the fact that.our Government—our- mstltutlons——our '
Republic— will admit of a clemency that would have been fatal
in.other times and lands, and that order and confiderice ‘can be:
restored without the disgusting exhibition on the ¢ross-roads,.
aod in the market: towns of men hung in chains! =

1V. A fourth reason for thanksgiving may be derived from ﬂia
fact -that in this conflict we have secured the respect of the -
~ world, and shall henceforth occup) a higher place among the na~

tions of the eéarth. :

For eighty years, indeed, we have been makmg advances in
this in. our growth ; in our resources in our commerce ; in our
schools and systems of education’; 'in 'the working of our ¢ivil in-
stitutions ; in the effects of the voluntary system.of religion; in
'our rapld improvements in our general pesce aﬂd order;in.our -

K . History‘ of "'E'hglamg Vo I.'pp. 596, 597.
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freedom from pauperism and crime ; and in our character for jus-
tice in our intercourse with foreign powers. There was no coun-
try to which the masses of men in other lands looked with so
much hope as a land of liberty, and as an asylum from hard la-
bor, oppressive laws, and heavy taxations; and there was no
land to which the tide of emigration was flowing in so broad and
rapid a stream. We needed not any demonstration of our mili-
tary and naval tpower to secure the respect and the confidence
of the masses o Eeople in foreign lands.

But the remark which I am now making has respect, not so
much to the people as to the rulers and to the governments of
the Old World. The results of this war will be to inspire them,
even against the wishes of many of them, with a degree of re-
gpect which they never cherished, and which they secretly hoped
tgere would be no occasion to cherish, for our country.

(a) This is true in respect to our mode of government ; to re-

ublican institutions. For reasons that are obvious, and that
Eave been alluded to already, the governments of the Old World
had desired not to cherish respect for this form of government,
and had hoped that the result of the war would be such as to
show that their anticipations in regard to it were well founded.
The idea there has been that stability, energy, and permanenca
are connected with monarchy, and with hereditary sovereignty ;
that a republic must be weak as a government, and must be of
short duration. In support of this, as already remarked, they
referred to the past history of republics, and inferred that the
great principle had been settled by them forever, that a repub-
lic could not be stable and enduring. _

Hence it was that our mother country was so much disposed
to recognize the Southern Confederacy, and that it was anticipa-
ted that that readiness would be participated in by all the na-
tions of Europe. The day had come when the experiment of
republican government had resulted as they had predicted and
desired it would. The Republic had baffled their hopes, and
falsified their prophecies for eighty years; but now, to their
view, its weakness, its instability, its want of permanent cohe-
sion in the parts, was to be demonstrated. The most formidable
insurrection .ever known, had been organized, and it had been
proclaimed in the highest seat of authority that there was no
power in the General Government, as provided for in the Con-
stitution, “ to coerce revolted States.” What could have been
more gratifying to the friends of despotism; to the enemies of
republican institutions ; to the rivals and the secret enemies of
our country? A bright day dawned on the old despotisms of
Europe when the great Republic of the West was in fact rentin
twain, and when, also, it was only a question of time whether
that division would be permanent,and the Southern Confedecracy
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‘l:‘?uwh be properly recognized—whatever might become of the
orth. '

That hope has vanished. The government of this natien, rest-
ing on the faith and patriotism of the people, has displayed an
energy, a power, an ability, in the Cabinet, on the ocean, and in
the field, such as has never been shown under a monarchial sys-
tem of government in any land or at any time. Four years—
four years that seem now to have passed like a dream—ended
the conflict here. How long was it 1n the “ wars of the Roses”
before the conflict ceased, and the government settled down on
its former basis? How long was it from the meeting of the
“Long Parliament” till_the restoration of Charles II? ‘What
power, compared with this, did France under Lonis XV1I., evince
to suppress the insurrection in that land? Even with large
standing armies; with the prestige of old authority ; with the
accumulated power of ages, what government, I repeat, in such
times has ever evinced an energy, a power, a degree of stability
like the Government of this Republic in the late insurrection?
Not for one day, or hour, or moment have the functions of the
Government been stayed.. The Congress has met ; the courts
have held their sessions; the revenue has been collected ; the
interests of justice have been administered ; the operations of
agriculture, of manufactures, of commerce, of the churches, the
schools, the colleges—have moved on as calmly and as quietly
asin the most peaceful days of the Republic. The Government
never was firmer; never had a more certain prospect of endur-
ance ; and such a government, even against all the cherished
hopes of foreign powers, will secure the respect of the world.

(b) It is equally true that we have commanded the respect of
foreign nations in regard to our military and naval position be-
fore the world. There were mistakes and reverses in the con-
duct of the war, as in what war have there not been mistakes
and reverses? There were dark times—times that filled all our
hearts with gloomy forebodings, and that called us with bur-
thened souls to our places of worship for prayer and humilia-
tion. There have been incompetent men entrusted with the
command of our armies—men of little or no military experience ;
men who had had no military training ; men who supposed in re-

ard to themselves that civilians could be transformed at will to
arlboroughs and Wellingtons, or that men called from the
plough would be necessarily like Cincinnatus or Cromwell ; men
who had little zeal for the country; men whose hearts were
divided between the North and the South,if not men whose
hearts and hopes were wholly with the South; men who were
intemperate, and men who were cowards—but in what great
wars haye not things of this kind occurred? And there were
raw and inexperienced troops who fled in wild dismay before
the enemy—but in what wars has not this also happened?
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. But if this bas been so; and if events connected with these -
facts have exposed us to the. derision or the contempt of the
world, there have been men also who have placed their names

~eside those of the great captains of the world, and who in mili-
tary genids have shown that they have equalled the most illus-
trious of ‘those men. There have been armies—great armies~—

_.who in drill, and discipline, and order, and firmness, and courage,
have: equalled the.most disciplined veterans.of the old world,
snd. who have accomplished what would have given honor to the
best.armies.of France or England=—to the heroes of Marengo or -
Wagram—to Blenheim or Waterloo. -~ © -, - )

- "'We were not a military people. We had one military school,
and ‘a skeleton of an army.: But assuredly the nations. of the
earth, if they did not.de it before, have learned to respect a' peo-
ple that could in a brief period bring inte the field, and equip -
‘and discipline an army of men that could suppress an insurrec-
tion that had itself summoned into the field more than half'a-
million of men,-and that, when it-was supposed they had nothing-

" —no grmories, or arsenals, or forges for the mannfacture of arms,
but who yet furnished themselves with all the materials of war
with almost the rapidity with which. Milton’s fallen angels forged

- cannon, and compeunded. gunpowder, and that seemed like those
angels to have extracted it.ull from the earth. The North had
‘at the close of the war under arms more than a million of men’
organized to make war on almost .an equal number,; and which,
‘witha rapidity and a completeness, when th€ arrangements were -
made,to the amazement of our own people and of the world,

. brought the rebellion to a close. ™ . . o T

- We were in history more of a naval people ; and in the war of
1812 had shown that, on the.ocean, we could maintain opr cause
#gainst the nation that boasted that its empire was on the seas. -
But forty years had passed away. We had but one naval school,”

“and some of the ablest graduates of the school were among the
rebels.  We had almost no ships of war ; and what we had were

- dispersed in distant seas. - But suddenly, as if by magic, a new
navy arose sufficienit to guard a longer maratime coast:than had
ever before been placed under blockade ; a navy that was new
in its character to the world, and that seemed to change at once

. _the whole character of ‘naval warfare—rendering all the wooden
-vessels of war that all Europe eould send to our waters, by sail
er by steam, useless. . w

“(¢) But, after all, it is chiefly, I apprehend, in regard: to diplo-
macy that we have secnred the respeet of the world. The hjs-

- tory of this war is yet to be written, when the passions of men
are calmer than they are now, and when the real eauses which
have most eontributed to the result shall be better understood. -
Then, I apprehend, it will be found that the most remarkable
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things of .the:war have not beén those which have occurred on
- the battlefield or on the ocean; that the highest talent which
" hus been evincéd has not.been by these in the army or the navy,
and amidst the thunder of battle; but in the quiet scenes of de-
‘liberation in the Capitol; in the peaceful room where despatches
to foreigh powers have been thought out and prepared. :There
is’ at least one name that will io ‘into history, not, as many sup-
posed by the side of Metternich and Talleyrand, but by theside
of Burke and Canning ; one life aimed "at by the rebellion, but
preserved bff'the marvelous providence of God, of value to the
nation only less than that which was successfully stricken down..
He lives; and his despatches will live as long as men shall choose.
‘to preserve the records of far-seeingsagacity ; of firmnessin main-
taining great principles; ‘of honorable concessions when they
could bemade with truth; and of successful efforts to main-
. tain peace with foreign powers—to make them afraid to go to
war when they were ready to rush inte the conflict ; to head off,
and to check all efforts made to secure a.recognition -of the in-
surgent confederdcy by the feeblest or the greatest of the for-
€ign powers, when all the arts of Southern men, the ;ablest that
. they-had, were employed to secure it; -when all the interests of
an enlarged and profitable commerce seemed to prompt to. it ;
~when all the desire of our division and ruin would have been
‘gratified by it ; and when, unless checked and. restrained, forei,
powers would at once have recognized the organized rebellion
. as in fact a government among the- other governments of the
earth.’ R B P
" For the great question wag how to prevent the recognition of
- the Southern Confederacy by those powers,and how, at the same
time that this was done, peace could be preserved with those pow-
- ‘ers; how toadjustthe difficult poings that must come up, in the.cir-
cumstances, with foreign powers disposed to- make such a recog- -
nition, and disposed to favor the insurgents 8o as to prevent war
with those powers.. It wag done. Forthwith, on the breaking
ont of the rebellion, its emissaries were sent.abroad to secure a.
recognition of their government and the co-operation of foreign
powers ; and abroad they found, as they hoped, a disposition to
recognize them, and when that was not yet done, to aid them by
their sympathy, and to furnish them materials for the prosecu-
tion of the purposes of the rebellion, despite ‘all friendly. assur-
“ances to the United States, and in violation of all the principles
of professed neutrality, and in such a manner as would, in other
¢ircumstances, have led to a war with the United States. But
before thosé emissaries could reach the seats of foreign govern:
ments, every -such gevernment had been apprised of the manner
in which such a recognition would be regarded by the United -
- States, and every foreign ministsr from ouf country had been
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instructed to lay the case before such governments. The causes
of the insurrection; the influence of slavery in producing it ;
the spirit which animated it ; the policy of the North ; the hope-
lessness of the rebellion ; the evils of disunion to other nations
as well as to our own ; the certain consequences of such recogni-
tion, with all the appeals that could be made as drawn from the
past intercourse of the United States with those powers, and
their friendly relations, had been fairly laid before such govern-
ments, and not without effect. Wherever the emissaries of the
so-called “ Confederacy ” should go, to Prussia, England, France,
Spain, Portugal, Holland, Russia, Austria, Switzerland, Belgium,
Denmark, Italy, Rome, Turkey, yea, to the government of the
Hawaiian Islands, they would find, and did find, that such repre-
sentations had preceded them.®* Iventure to say that the histo-
ry of diplomacy does not furnish an instance of greater ability
than is to be found in the instructions sent forth to the embussa- -
dors to foreign powers within two months after the organization
of the Southern Confederacy, and in future times the instructions
of the Secretary of State, for wisdom, for sagacity, for earnest
and powerful argumentations, and for successful appeal, will be
regarded as among the ablest State papers that t?:e world has
produced. And in every difficult question—and they were
many—that occurred with foreign powers in the progress of the
war ; in collisions of opinion that threatened war ; in the highly
excited feelings of our own countrymen and the pecple abroad ;
~ in matters which it seemed impossible to adjust without a con-
. flict; when preparations by England were actually made for war,
and troops were embarked, and ships of war were fitted out,
the same keen sagacity ; the same sober judgment; the same
power of argumentation ; the same foresight of what was likely
to occur ; the same readiness to yield when we were manifestly
in the wrong, and the same firm determination not to yield wheo
we were in the right; the same wise statesmanship—saved us
from collision; maintained the honor of the natien; forestulled
and prevented all attempts at the recognition of the Southern
Confederacy, and preserved peace, through those years of fear-
ful civil struggle, with all the nations of the earth. As the re-
sult of this statesmanship, we are at peace with all nations now,
and have now no question with any which may not be adjusted
without a resort to arms. At any period of the struggle it would
have been easy to plunge the nation into a war with England—
and there were excited feelings enough there and at home to
have sustained both governmentsin such a war; at numerous im-
portant junctures in the progress of our own conflicts, a different

* Message and Documents, 1861-2. Part I., pp. 32-416.
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course on the part of the Government would have made such a
war inevitable. :

For such acts of statesmanship, and such results, not less than
for the bravery of the men in battle, and the skill of those who
commanded our armies, we should this day render thanks, and
while the military skill which led to the ultimate surrender of
the rebel armies should never be forgotten, the ability which
kept us in peace with foreign nations—leaving nothing for our
victorious army and navy to do after the rebellion was quelled
in settling foreign difficulties—should be held in as lasting re-
membrance.

V. As a fifth reason for thanksgiving as the result of this fear-
ful conflict, we have secured ultimate complete liberty to the
nation, and are to be in every proper sense a free people. We
have gained, or shall have gained, the object for which our
fathers struggled, and which they saw partially in what they had
secured in the war of Independence. Ultimately it may be seen,
if it is not now, that there was no other mode by which that
complete liberty could be secured than by such a “baptism of
blood ;” ultimately it may be seen that it is worth all which it
has cost. '

The liberty thus secured is of two kinds:—liberty for those
who before regarded themselves as free, but who were under a
rigid bondage ; liberty for enslaved millions.

(a) We have secured liberty for those who regarded them-
selves as free, but who were, in fact subjected to an inexorable
bondage :~—liberty at last, of travel ; liberty of speech ; liberty
of conscience ; liberty in the post-office arrangements ; liberty of
debate ; liberty in legislation ; liberty in the administration of
justice ; liberty in religion. :

We indeed boasted that we were free, and we' proclaimed it
to distant lands. But there were the shackles of an ignoble ser-
vitude upon us, in all the great interests of justice, humanity,
travel, speech, religion.

Slavery ruled the land—alike controlling the bond and the
free. It prevented freedom of travel and of speech ; it muzzled
the press, secular and religious ; it brow-beat men who were dis-
posed to utter the sentiments of justice and humanity ; it con-
trolled the commerce of the country ; it formed the opinions of
manufacturers and merchants; it struck dumb the ministers of
religion ; it dictated to ministers what they should preach and
how theyshould pray ; to professors in seminaries of learning and
religion what they should teach, and to judges on the bench,and
to jurymen in the box, what verdict should be rendered ; it con-
trolled General Assemblies, and ecclesiastical councils, and con-
ventions in the Church—alike the: Presbyterian, the Episcopal,
the Methodist, the Baptist, and partially the Congregational ; it
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drove away men seeking an honest livelihood in teaching, or en-
gaged in the peaceful pursuits of commerce ; it.controlled thé
pest-office, dictating what might, and what might not be sent in
the mails ;- it formed or modified the judgments of the Supreme
Court of the land ; it suppressed by the terror of the. pistol, the
‘bowie-knife, or the club; freedom of debate in the halls of legis-
lation; it framed laws for the Congressof the nation to enact,
and for the President of the United States to sign ; it prostrated
with.a murderous weapon the man who in the Senate Chamber
dared to utter the sentiments of liberty. Was this a land of
freedom ? o o T
The land. was not free. - But now it is.free. The dividing line
of the States—separating free and slave-territory, has been ob-
literated. . We may travel where we please ; we may form our .
plans of business, of comimerce, of manufactures, without refer-
ence 'to the question how they are to effect the mterests of -sla-
very ;' we may utter our sentiments without fear; we may form-
our opinions, preach onr sermons, pronounes our verdicts, frameé
our laws, conduct.our debates in our ecclesiastical bodies, pub-
" lish our: boaks, and transmit. our letters through the mails, as
freemen should. The language of freedom may at last be ut<
- tered in the Senate Chamber, and on the bench of highes} jus-

tice,-and they who utter it are safe. The most terrible despot-

‘ism after-all is not that which binds the limbs of men ; it is that
which controls their speech, their ‘thoughts, their instruction of =
the young, their judgments.in reference to liberty, to propeity, -
to life, to religion. - The highest liberty is that which permits_
- men to go where they please ; to think whatithey choose ; to utter
what they regard as true ; to form their plans without dictation;
to pronounee judgments in courts that .shall bein accordance .
with-the law and ‘with fact; to frame:such laws as the best in-
terests of the nation demand ; to utter.the-truth of God. in'the
,pulpit,v.withqut being cowed or-awed, and. to use before God
10 prayer the  utterances of humanity, equality, ‘and- justice. -
Buch liberty we shall henceforth enjoy, and for this let us un-
feignedly thank God. - . .- .. oo o T
() In. connection with the war, and as the result of the war,
liberty has been secured.to thoss. who were held in bondage, °
and henceforward we are to take our place-as a free nation among
the other free nations of the earth, and- to carry out, in the fulk "
mssd of their meaning, the. doctrines of the Declaration of Inde-.
ence. . .. T e LT
. (1)-This is the result of the war; and, so far as we can see, it -
was only by such a war that the emaneipation.of the four mil-
hons of the enslaved could be effected.  For provisions had been
- introduced ‘into the very Constitution for protecting slavery ; it -
was -held to. be a matter pertaining to.the States alone, with
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which the General Government could not interfere ; it was forti-
fied by the laws; it was sustained by the Church; it was de- .
fended as a divine institution ; it: had secured enactments'in its
favor odious to humanity and to the spiritof liberty ; it controlled
the. Government, ; it was spreading into vast States and Territo- -
ries ; -it had secured, at last, from the Supreme- Court; all that it
demanded, in "the most revolting declaration that ever felt from
“the lips of orie exalted to high judicial authority, in the utter-
ance of the late Chief Justice of the United States ; that-negroes
“are not included, and.-were never intended to be included, un-
der the word ‘citizens’ in- the Constitution, and can, therefore,
claim none of the rights and privileges which that instrument
provides for and secures to.the citizensof the United States,”
and “ that they had, for more than a century before, been regard--
_ed as beings of an inferior order, and altogether unfit to asso-
-ciate with the white race, éither in social or political relations’; -
snd <o far inferior, that they had no rights which the white man was
bound to respect ; ‘and that the negro might justly and lawfully -
be reduced toslavery for his benefit.”* -~ -~ . .
The war was not commenced with any purpose of emancipa--
tion, or of interfering with slavery. It was.by the purpose of
God, and not by the purpose of man that émancipation ds con-
templated. Mr: Lincoln expressly avowed, at the beginning of
- his administration, that it was no part of the purpoge of the Gov-
ernment to intérfere with slavery. He then proposed a scheme-
of colonization —on ‘which the nation tocked coldly.+ He then
proposed to Congress an amendment to the Constitution, for-
compensated emancipation to be made voluntarily by the States
before. the year 1899,1 to which the Congress paid no attention.
He then declared that the Union must be preserved with slavery
if it could. be ; without slavery if that became necessary. He
then, as a military necessity, as demanded, in his  apprehension,
for. the preservation of the -Union, issued the proclamation of:
-emancipation: _‘The armies carried freedom with them. Free-
dom, in" fiict, becdme a necessity. The territories were free.,
_The District ‘of Columbia was made free.  The fugitive slave '
law, ena¢ted to support elavery, became useless, andthe odious -
Jaw was removed from' the statute books. The Congress pro-
posed to the Stfates an amendment to the Constitution, forbid- -
ding slavery in_any of - the-States. or Territories, and it is now -
ratified, and- the very last recognition of slavery left in the Con-
stitution will then sdon be removéd ; and as a nation we shall

befree. "

Qiudted From the Westminster Review for July, 1865, pp. 26,29.
't Annual Méssage, 1861, Message and Documents. 1861-2.. “Part I, pp. 14, 15. -
.’} Agnual Méssage, 1862, Message and Documents 1862-3. Part I, pp. 15—28. -
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(2) The whole work is not yet accomplished, but it will be. It
is not the work of a day, or a year, or perhaps a generation, to
emancipate in reality four millions of slaves ; to change the habits
of a people which had been forming for generations under the
influence of slavery ; to elevate the slaves so that he shall take
his proper place among freemen ; to *emancipate” the master
80 tEat he shall himself be freed from the shackles which slavery
had thrown around him ; to lead him to do justice to him whom
he had oppressed ; to labor himself; to honor labot ; and to en-
gage in those enterprises which belong to freedom, and which
have made the North what it is. We should not be impatient
if the enslaved man is not suddenly elevated ; if the old master
cherishes still many of his former views ; if there is a disposition
still to withhold the rights due to all men; if there are agita-
tions, excitements, and even insurrections in the States where
slavery has prevailed ; if there should be a longing look to the
times when a man could control the labors of hundreds of others
—could himself be idle, supported by their toil—could pride
himself on their being his property—could sell them—and could
walk over thousands of acres cultivated by others, and feel that
those acres, and those men, and all that the one produced and
the other earned, was his own. Customs and habits long form-
ed; social views long established ; modes of doing things long
practiced ; and theoretical convictions in domestic economy, in
politics, and in religion, are not soon changed, even by the stern
and dreadful ¢nstructions of war—and the nation should not be
impatient, nor should foreign nations chide us, if time is taken
to settle these difficult questions ; to determine in our own minds
even what are proper ideas of liberty ; and to adjust the condi-
tion of the former slave to society, to the Constitution, and to
the Church. .

(3) Yet though the work is not yet accomplished, and time
may be necessary to secure it, it will be done, and the nation
will come up, in reference to slaves and to all men, to just ideas
of liberty—slowly it may be, must be, but certainly, to the doc-
trine of EQUAL RIGHTS ; to the doctrine (a) that each and every
person has a right to pursue his own chosen calling as he pleases;
(b) that each one has a right to go where he pleases, and to dwell
where he pleases ; (c) that each one has a right to express his
own opinion on all subjects, subject only to the just restraints
respecting the character and conduct of others; (d) that each
one is to enjoy liberty of conscience, and to worship God as he
pleases, with only the restraint that he shall not disturb the
peace of society ; () that each one shall enjoy the avails of his
own labor, his own talent, ingenuity, professional «kill, in all the
work of his liands, in all inventions 1n art, in all discoveries in
science, and in all literary productions, subject only to the claim
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which the Government shall have for its support, and the com-
munity for its advancement in science, literature, civilization, and
the arts ; (f) that each one shall be placed before the law on an
equality in inventive endowments, and in literature, with no fa-
voritism to any from rank, from color, or from blood ; (g) that
each one shall be allowed to make the most of himself, by honest
effort, if he has genius, talent, eloquence ; that he shall be al-
lowed to place himself in as high a social position as he can,
by the accumulation of wealth, by personal worth, by grace of
manners, and by a cultivated mind and heart, with no barrier
derived from his ancestry or the hue of his skin ; and (%) that
each one shall be put on the same level as each other one, in his
relation to the government of his country, with no disqualifica-
tion in regard to votes or office which does not equally apply to
all others ; with no distinction unfavorable to himself as derived
from his religion, his origin, his employment, his color, rank, or
complexion. This is liberty ; and to this view all things tend.
(4) When this is reached it will be a gain alike to the North
and the South that we have gone through this fearful struggle.
Our whole country will be the richer and the happier; will oc-
cupy a higher position in the eye of the world, and in the eye of
God. For, no nation ever yet was impoverished by the aboli-
tion of slavery, no matter how, or from what motives, or by what
causes, it was done. The Roman empire, Germany, England,
all have risen in wealth, in civilization, in happiness, as slaver
has been abolished, as Russia will from this time onward. It1s
10 loss to the South that the slaves are emancipated, and no one
¢an have any sympathy with the States as a whole, in the re-
moval of slavery, whatever we may have for individuals in the
immediate distress and poverty that have come wupon them.
They estimate their losses in the emancipation of their slaves as
more than four thousand million of dollars, a sum equal to the
whole national debt created by the war. There has been no such
loss; there has been mo loss. Ultimately the gain to them
from these acts of emancipation will be many times more in the
real wealth of their own country-than all this alleged loss. The
South in this rebellion intended no such thing. They carried
on the war with no expectations that the relations of slaver,
would be disturbed. They hoped—they expected—to establis
agovernment founded on slavery as the corner-stone. But if it
bhad been a stroke of deep policy ; if they had been actuated by
the mere views of a Neckar ; if they had asked in what way they
could best promote the wealth of their portion of the United
States—could place themselves on alevel with the North ; could
1n their comforts. and the value of their farms, raise themselves
to a higher level in regard to civilization and religion ; could in-
crease their schools, enlarge their commerce, and place them-
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selves abreast of thie rest of mankind, they could ot have done a
better thing than to bring on this war :—for though the results
of the war will not blot out the crime of treason, or raise the
slaughtered dead from their graves, or dry up the tears that
have been shed, yet this will be worth to them more .than all the -
estimated value of their slaves. For they were a burdento them,
and the “institution” was a curse, an incumbrance,a dead weight
- that sunk them down and crushed them. It isliberty ; liberty
to all, that makés a nation prosperous and great. o
Aund a new career, when they shall have recovered from the
shocks and the calamities of the war, will be before the South.
With a climate and soil far superior to the North ; with ample
mineral resources ; with rivers and streams and bays and harbors
adapted to commerce ; with easy access to all the nations of the
earth ; with the necessary outlet of the great West in their hands;;
with a cdpability in regard to the productions of  the soil far be-
yond- the productions of ‘the North, notliing henceforward will’
prevent that glorious career for them and for us, for which they
"and we, in Union, not in separate confederacies, or under jarring.
governmenty, were destineg by the arrangements of Providence .
—that we might.be one United Republic—an example to all the
world of the value of free institutions, and of the ability of man,
ander the Divine blessing, and by obedience to the laws of God,
for self-government. And now, for all these things, let us this
day unfeignedly thank God. - .~ . G oL
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_ BY REV. THEODORE L. CUYLER, D.D.

" 'PASTOR OF LAFPAYETTE AVENUE QHUROH, BROOKLYN. , .

_ ' 'THE GIANT AND 'THE SHEPHERD'S SLING.*+ -
" 4 Then said David to the Philistine, Thon comest to me with a sword, and with 8.
_-spear, and with a shield: but I come to thee in the name of the Lord of hosts.” 1
Blwoxt, xvii: 45, o e SR :
- THAR wds a remarkable encounter which onge took place in
the little valley of Elah. ‘With its thrilling story you are all a8
- familiar as you are with the grapple of Ameri¢an yeomanry on

" * Delivered before the Foreign lﬁssioﬁry Society of New York and Bmoﬁlym on
Sabbath evenings, December '35‘, and December 10th, 1865, -~ - = . o
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