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ARrt. 1.—The Story of Devasmitd. Translated from the Kathd
Sarit Sdgara, Taranga 13, Sloka 54, by the Rev. B.
Hare WortaAM, M.R.A.S.

Uron this earth a famous city stands

Called Tamraliptd ; once a merchant dwelt
Within that town, possessed of endless wealth,
Named Dhanadattd. Now he had no son.
Therefore with all due reverence he called

The priests together ; and he spoke and said :—
«I have no son : perform, most holy Sirs !
Such rites as may procure for me a son,
Without delay.” The Brihmans answering
Said: “ This indeed is easy : there is naught
Impossible to Brihmans by the means

Of sacred rites ordained by Holy Writ.

This be a proof to you. In times gone by
There lived a king, and though his wives surpassed
By five a hundred, yet he had no son.

At last a son—the fruit of sacrifice—

‘Was born to him : to whom they gave the name
Of Santu: and the prince’s wives were filled
With joy as if the newly risen moon

First broke upon their eyes. It happened once
The child was crawling on the ground,—an ant
Bit him upon the thigh ; and at the smart

He sobbed and cried. Immediately there rose
The sound of woe, and lamentation filled

The royal palace, while the king himself
Forgot his royal state, and cried aloud,
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ARrt. VII.—Grammatical Note on the Simnins Dialect of the
Persian Language. By the Rev. James Basserr,
American Missionary, Tabriz. [Communicated by
Mr. R. N. Cust, Hon. Secretary.]

THE city of Simndn is about one hundred and sixty-five
miles eastward from Tehran on the road from the latter city
to Mashad.

The people of Simnin are noted for their vernacular,
which is commonly called Simnini.

The anecdote is current in Persia that one of the kings
of that country appointed a learned man to travel through-
out his kingdom, and to investigate the Dialects spoken
therein. The investigations having been completed, on a
given day the king and court assembled to hear the learned
doctor’s report. The philologist discoursed of many Dialects,
and then, referring to the vernacular of Simnin, took a dry
and empty gourd, and putting a few pebbles therein, shook
it aloft, saying, “ You now hear all that I can report of the
Simnini.” ,

This Dialect is spoken by all the people of Simnin, and
also by the people of several villages a few farsang distant.
It is said to be spoken also in the province of Mazanderan.

In the following pages I have given a brief outline of
some of the grammatical forms, and a vocabulary, of this
Dialect, which was prepared under my direction by a mullah
of Simntn, himself a native of the place, and from infancy
accustomed to its use. These forms and words, though few,
will I hope serve a better purpose and be more intelligible
than the rattle of the pebbles in the philologist’s gourd.

A number of books are written in this Dialect, which, from
the peculiar forms of the verb and the sounds, afford much
merriment to Persians accustomed only to the modern Persian.
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Tue Noouxs.

The plural of nouns is formed by the suffix s. The
masculines with s only when ending with a consonant; but
if they have a final vowel the plural is formed in s\ e.g.

< ))0 » S \G."g}" .
Nouns are inflected as follows, to wit :

SINGULAR. PLURAL,

K‘SJ,, man LS9y men.
sz.,féJ, to man W}g to men.
b’éj, & of man or thy man &45 9 &5 of men.
L:f,'.; ‘woman ;s‘; women.

There is no difference in the forms and inflection of nouns
to denote gender.

CaseE.

\, is used for the objective and dative case as in Modern
Persian, but the ablative is not expressed by particle. The
possessive case is formed by the prefix & answering to the
suffix < of Modern Persian. The possessive particle is pre-
Jized thus :

Pronouns possessive:  mine ". &k S 4% my man.
thine or thy &5 &S5, & thy
his } o inis
These are evidently from the simple personals :
5‘, P9 I; or ’\ Ls we.
& thou Wi you.
J he u)T)‘ they, sometimes J;\.
The sign of the objective case may be added thus:
I me e
\Jﬁ thee ‘JL":‘

‘:9‘ him, and so for plural ‘J;\ &JT)‘
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The Demonstrative Pronoun is nearly the same as in

. . 14 s

Modern :E’ersmn, e.g. .\ this, )\ that; the plurals are o
these, sz\ those.

Interrogatives are as in Persian é 4>, U7 is used in place
of &, e.g. modern Persian, r.;,(; L& J\ 54 f‘-’j the same in
Simntn{ e 9 ] )\)‘_! oy, Indefinite, u-f somebody,
some one, .38 every one.

VERBS.

1. There appear to be no different conjugations of Verbs.

2. There is no infinitive form.

3. The pronouns prefixed to verbs differ, the modern
Persian form being used with some other verbs, and the old
form used with other verbs.

The form of the Verb ¢ To Be.’

Prasent.
SINGULAR. : PLURAL.
u\):ﬁ fo. = (i I am, etc. WS b We are, ete,
T o Wiy Seed
5)0 i u)/d QoSnd

Past Tense= oy, .
u\d:\ 5 I was u:.»S U or ,lio
uis o Thou wert u:.n3 L

LY ) He was ‘_,;;.3 5!
Imperfect.
pleS = g O = e dyeace
O SO e
Imperative of Verb ¢ To Be.’
wd =8 0= patly
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Passive form of the Verb ¢To Be.’

Past.
wee 1= ‘.a,.:, u‘:"’ )
o P o ot Ll
oot o BT
Subjunot. = Ogly
e ‘ e b
sy e b
) w5
Conditional.
o ‘;\ g W S
L s S o s S
P et sl S

Future.

La= wplite (L will or wish)

e oolsl

123

1. The future of every verb is formed by using C,(Z as an

auxiliary verb.

2. The passive of verbs is formed by the inflections of the
verb to be (\w) with the participle or root.
3. The negatives are formed by & after ¢ in the present
tense. In other words it is placed “before the permanent

letters in regular verbs, e.g. present ..., past u\,{:ﬁ

P

Example of Inflections.

' Igo

-

¥
3!

Present.

Ua we go.
WS ye go.
g,\ they go.
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Past.
u\.&u ! I went JROV-NR VN
oy oty Ll
L&g )‘ s d)‘
Imperative.
Y] | By Ua let us go.
&by o i Wb let them go.
s ) ol sl
Pluperfect.
s 5 BAN
bl ) oL
Subjunctive.
VTR waid L we may go.
&by 4 wede L
Ly wedd sl
Perfect.
wl=tby I went u.’.'s':"’ with pronouns.
=W thou wentest =ty
‘lﬁ.\.‘:‘:' c)?,,s.\.‘c"".’
Imperfect.
TR e A e
LI B> A 7
Future.
L 5 et Ss

Loy 4 s s
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