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. &. poverty-stricken congregation to deny
themselves in order to increase.their gifts.
Second, the newness of the work and the
danger of being misunderstood. It is less
than five years since the first native evan-
gelist entered this field. Three years and a
half ago the first Protestant missionary took
yvup his residence here. The native seldom
" volces his suspicions to the missionary, but
there are some suspicions that even years
of residence cannot obliterate. One of these
is that the missionary, the white man, is
.fabulously rich. He eats three times a day,
as much as he wants. His wardrobe is full,
his clothes are never dirty, for there is al-
ways plenty of soap with which to keep
clean. Barter goods come on every
steamer—salt never gives out. His money
chest is never empty and he can hire a
hundred men to build him a dwelling house
many times larger than the average native
hut. “Why, then, should the missionary,
from beyond the great waters, where there
‘are other white people, likewise enormously
rich, who can easily support the work, call
upon us wretchedly poor, ignorant natives
to deny ourselves for the spread of the gos-
pel?’ is the way the native reasons.
And surely, from his viewpoint the reason-
ing is just. In many villages the natives
have the idea that we are under great obli-
gation to them for permitting us to bring
them the gospel news! Being so small a
candle in so dense a darkness, I wondered
whether the “Might” box effort would not
strengthen suspicion and awaken new preju-
dices. Third, the local followers were al-
ready responding largely and generously.
This church, with less than one hundred
members, is entirely supporting the two
highest paid evangelists in the field, in ad-
dition to supplying food for the strangers
and sick in our midst. Already responding
in true Macedonian style, was it right to
“call for greater effort? :

These were some of the problems and
questions which naturally arose. After con-
sulting the native leaders and after much
prayer, it was decided to launch the idea.
At the close of the sermon on the first Sun-
day morning of December, the plan was out-
lined. It was suggested that Christmas be
set apart as a day of self-denial, on which
We should bring our best gifts to the King,
a8 an act of fealty and worship, just as the
wise men of old did, and that these gifts
should be used for the spreading of the story
about the Cross on which this King volun-
tarlly yielded His life to save His people
from their sins. It was made plain that
the gifts must be made “over and above
regular contributions,” that it must be a
“free-will offering.” There was no hurrah-
ing, no shouting, no compulsion. Each suc-
teeding Sabbath the plan was again out-
lined and suggestions offered how to earn

extra money. At the same time it was made
»lain that any who were suspicious or
doubtful ought not to contribute anything.
The people received the idea with apparent
indifference. More than once I wondered
if it would pan out.

The eventful day arrived. Outside the
skies were heavily overcast with threatening
clouds and distant rumblings proclaimed the
approach of a tropical shower. Inside the
church shed two hundred and seventy-seven
dark faces seemed fairly lit up with the
light of eager expectancy, and I thought that
this presaged a spirited shower. Before the
service, Mrs. Bedinger and I tried to guess
what amount would be offered. Judging by
the average Sunday collection, which
ranges from $1.20 to $2.00, she guessed,
“three and not over five dollars.” Having
inside information of ten dollars that had
been gained in trading, I boasted, “Oh,
there will not be less than fifteen and not
over twenty dollars.” After a quiet, sweet
service, the offering was counted. Exclud-
ing what Mrs. Bedinger and I gave, the
grand total amounted to $24.06. Our aston-
ishment was exceeded only by our gratitude.
It was truly a marvelous response. Twenty-
four dollars does not sound like very much
to a Sunday School that raised on one day
last March nearly $500.00, I grant you. But
let us make a just comparison. The $480.00
you gave last year will support me, your
foreign evangelist, one year. Whereas, the
$24.00 given here on Christmas Day will
support two native evangelists for one year!
As splendid as was your effort of last year,
and I know it was a consecrated, whole-
souled effort, I believe that you will agree
that it has been surpassed out here by a
people who, by reason of environment and
opportunity, do not possess one-half your
earning capacities or your Christian train-
ing in giving.

Every penny that went into this offering
meant self-denial of the most heroic stamp.
One evangelist, who already tithes, gave one
month’s salary. Another, who also tithes,
gave two-thirds of his month's salary. A
little four-year-old girl shelled peanuts to
earn her four pennies. Eight boys, ranging
frcm five to twelve years, one of whom did
not possess even a loin cloth, pulled up
weeds on the Station compound for one
week, working the same hours as the reg-
ular workmen, to gain their money. One
boy hoed my garden for two weeks and
made sixty cents. Tpat same boy, with a
score of comrades, walked sixteen miles to
attend the Christmas service. Twelve men
bought twelve pieces of cloth and by trad-
ing gained $9 clear. A group of people
from a village only recently opened to us,
sent word that they wished to attend the
service, but were a.shsllﬂ;.cdt to come since
they had nothing to coutribute, adding with
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emphasis, “The next time we’ll have some-
thing.”

Let it be understood that the Christmas
effort did not diminish, as might be ex-
pected, the regular Sabbath offerings. The
record shows that the December contribu-
tions, not counting the $24.06 given on
Christmas Day, amounted to $2.10 increase
over those of November, and that the con-
tributions for November were $1.10 more
than those for the same month of the pre-
vious year. This gradual increase in the
spirit of giving, as well as the fine effort
on Christmas Day, is the logical result of
God’s blessing upon the faithful and splen-
dia teaching of Mr. Sieg during the past
two years. '

Dear friends, the “Might” Box offering
here on Christmas Day was an echo of last
March. Your magnificent response fired me
to appeal to these people. I did not hesi-
tate to hold you,up as an example. I told
them of your joy in service and in giving,

of your loyalty for; Christ and of your wil- -

lingness to sacrifice in order that they might
have the gospel.

Yes, Ginter Park ‘and Lusambo are now
bound with stronger links than ever. We
are now wondering what you will do this
March, just as you will be wondering after
reading this letter what we shall do next
Christmas. You cannot, you will not, for
Lusambo’s sake—that means Christ’s sake—

TWO SUCCESSFUL PROGRAMS.

JNo. 1. ArMSTRONG, Educational Secretary.

Several months ago a correspondent wrote
us aoout a program that has peen success-
fully given in her society. What she said
interested me and I felt that I should like
to pass it on to readers of THE SURVEY.
Since that time another successful program
has been given in the same place. The
maker and mover of these programs is so
modest that she has put me under promise
not to use her name, hut I am giving the ac-
count of the programs in her own words, as
follows:

‘We chose a home for the meeting of Au-
gust 30, 1916, that had a large living room.
This was made to look as much like a rest
room in a hospital as possible, with pillows,
foot-stools and comfortable chairs.

The young ladies that took part were
dressed as trained nurses, the Leader being
the Head Nurse.

The invitations were sent out in the form
of an announcement of the opening of a hos-
pital.

The ladies were met at the door by the
Head Nurse, who ~then turned them over
to one of the other {zurses to be made com-
fortable.

give less than you gave |
Africa set your goal at $500:00
Hurry and send me another. st
I shall await it with breathl

Now, for the best news last. j;
the Macedonians for two thing
of their substance and the:gi
selves to the Lord. And he*p'
first, as it is by far the ‘mor
“but first gave their own
Lord.” God can accomplish -
life and money at His disposal. ~:Bitgy
hold either and His cause must,sulf

unto harvest, but the people ar
ing their lives to the Lord in un
numbers. In the six months I

ceiving into the church seventy-
cious souls. While in our field as
2,675 have been added to the Chur:
the past year. And, this is but a-.fr#
of the numbers in the catechume
What a challenge is this for you
us to redouble our offorts and take t!
for Christ! '
Lusambo’s New Years prayer tor

that you may “grow in grace”—th
of giving, the grace of obedience, the
of loving, the grace of living—“and -1nA¥t
knowledge of Christ.” ,
Faithfully yours,

ROBT. D. BEDING

When they had all arrived,' the,
Nurse gave each one a “prescription.”’
were afterwards used as answers tc
call.

Date -

For :
(Name of member inserted

“I am the resurrection and the 1
that believeth in Me, though he wereé ‘
yet shall he live.” | o

JESUS, SR
The Great Phys yliigas -

The following program was then_
out:

MEeDICAL MISSIONS.

1. Hymn—“The Great Physicia.n.”

2. Scripture—Mark 6, 22: 43.
Nurse.)

3. Prayer— (By Nurse.)
4. Minutes. ) .
5. Roll Call—(Answer with
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