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Of the late Remarakablé
" Revival vof Religion

In the Congrcgatxdn of Nm-Londonderry,
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and other Parts of Pemz[ylwma.
As the fame was fent in a Letter to the

Rev. Mr. PRINCE of Boffon. &

——

By SAMUEL  BLAIR, Minifter of the Golpcl at

New- Lom;%ny, in Pcnnfylvama

Pfalm. xxvi. 7. That I may publip with the Voice of
Thank(giving, and tell of all thy wondrous; W ovis.

Pfalm. cxlv. 4. One Gemeration Jball praife thy 1 orks to ane~
thery, and fball declare aby Adiighty .aés.
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f'ADVERTIS'EMENT‘

der with the Reafons of the Compo-«.

IT may bé proper to acquaint the Reas

fure and Publication of the following
- . Letter: For which Purpofe I muft ap-
pnzc him that there is a Book publithed at
Bofton, by the ingenious Mr. Prince, jeor,
under the Title of theChriffian Hiffory, con-
taining Accounts of the Rcvwal and Propa-
gation of Religion (of late) in Greas-Bri-
tain and America : Which exhibitesto us
a large Number of very fatisfactory and joy-
ful Accounts, chiefly from the Provinces
of New-England, and the Kingdom of
Scotland. ~ This Hiftory is firft publifh’d in
weekly Papers, asMaterials come to hand,
and then, all the Papers of theYear are bound
up in one Volume at the Years End. The
firit Years Volume was compleated in
March laft ; and the young Gentleman ex-

pedis to carry on the Hiftory for at leaft

ene Year -morg, His Reverend Father,
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oi the Rcvd_.( M‘f:rniffcrs of Boflon, was
neafed to dire@ a Letter to me, defiring me
o fend him as cautious and exat an Ac-
count as might be of the happy Revival
- of Religion‘in my -Congyegation, whereof
" he had got fome Information, to be made
Pubiick along with other Relations of that
Kind in the abovefaid Chriftian- Hiftory.
This Motion was acceptablc enough to me,.
as I am convinced that it is our Duty, in
the moft open Manner to declare and “bear
Teftimony unto the Work of God’s Grace
among us at this Day, for the Honour of his
Name, and Good of his Church, both in
the prefent and future Generations: Accord-
ing to this Time it fLall be faid of Jacob and
of Iirael, what hath God Wrought I Numb,
xxiii. 23. The Chriftian - Hiftory is not
like to be fo common in Peoples Hands in
thefe Parts as I cou’d heartily with it ; and
that is the Reafon of my publithing this Co-
py of my Letter to Mr. Prince, fingly by
itfelf here : That {o People in this Country
may more generally have the Ufe of this Ac-
count of the Work of God’s Grace and
Power in theLand than otherwife they would

have, Andinthemean Time I hope thlxﬁ
‘ w

~




’

715 wﬂl not makc thcm af:y 'Thing the lefs, but
ne gbundantly the more defirous to have the
¢- . Ufe of the Chriftian Hiftory, whereby they
i may fee the Aftonithing Spread and’ Pro-
of  grefs of the fame Divine Work in other Parts
& ofthe World,

¢ . May the Lord blefs this Relatxon of the
7. Work of his Grace to the Revxvmg of thofe
&  who have been the. Subje@s of it ; to the
in  removing ofthe finful and very dangerdusy.:,, .
x  Prejudices of many others ; and, in a Ward,
¢ to the folemn Convxé'txon and faving Conver-

is . fion of many Soyls, |
n v S AB,',.
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| Rewrend Sir,

fire in fending you fome Account of the
glonous Appearances of God in a Way

of fpecial Grace for us in this Congre=
gation, and other ‘Parts of this Country;
and am of the fame Judgment with you
and many other pious and judicious People,
that the colle@ing and publithing of fuch
Accounts may greatly tend to the Glory of
our Redeemer, and the Ing:rcafe of his Tri-
umphs. I much rejoyce in the Publication
of fuch a Collection in the Chriffian Hifto-
7y fo far as it is already carried on: I think
it may ferve to many excellent Purpofes,
and be a happy Mean of advancing the
dear Intereft of our glorious REDEEMER’S,
Kingdom, both in the prefent Age and the.
Ages to come. And I cannot but look up-
on myfelf as called of God in Duty, being.
thus invited to it by you, Rev. Sr. to put to,
a Hand, among many others of my Rev.,
Fathers and Brethren on both ﬁdes the At~
lzmtxck,s

I Do moft gladly comply with your De—
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fanitick, to the carryin7g on of the Defign of
faid Hiftory, containing. Accounts of. the
Revival and Propagation of Religion in this
remarkable Day of Grace. S
I cannot indeed. give near fo full and
particular a Relation of the Revival of Re-
ligion here as I might have .done, had 1
had fuch a Thing in View at the Time
when God was moft eminently carrying -on
his Work among us: I entirely' neglected
then to.note down any Particulars in. Writ-
ing, for which I have been often forry fince;
fo that this Account muft be very imperfe@
to what it might otherwife have been, . -
That it may the more clearly appear that
the Lord has indeed carried on a Work of
true real Religion among us - of late Years,
T conceive it will be ufeful to give-a brief
general View of the State of Religion® in
thefe Parts before this remarkable Seafon.
I doubt not then; but there were ftill fome
fincerely religious People up and down ;
and there were;, I believe, a confiderable
Number inthe feveral Congregations pret-
ty exa®, according to their Education, in
the Obfervance of the exterpal Forms of
Religion, not only as to Attendance: upon
publick



e

{ 8 )
publick Ordiﬁancgs' on the Sabbaths$, but
alfo, :as the Practice: of -Family Worthip, and
perhaps feeret :Prayer too j -but, with thefé
Things the moft. Part feem’d to all Aps
pearatice 10 teft contented ; and to . fatisfy
their Confciences juft with a dead Formali=
ty in Religion. . If they perform’d thefe: Du- -
ties pretty punctually  in-their. 'Seafons; and; -
ss:they - thought .with. a-.good Meaning, ‘out
of. Confcience; ‘and not:juft to:obtain a Name
for: Religion'among Men, then they were -
ready to conclude.that they were truly and |
fincerely religious. A very.lamentable Ig-.
norance- of the main - effentials of true’ pracy
tical Religion,and the Do&trines nextly te-
lating - therennto . very generally . prevdild.
The Nature: and:Neceflity of the. New-Birth:
was batlitele known or thought: of, - the Ne<
éeflity. of a Conviction of 8in and. Mifery,:
by the Holy Spirits opening -dnd applying;
the'-Law. to the Confcietice;~in order. 10 &,
faving' Clofure with Chrift was hardly known:
st allto the moft; It wasthought that if:
there ‘was any neéd. of a Heart-diftréfling’ -
Sight of the. Souls Danger, and . Fear of |
diviiié Wrath,. It was only needful for the |
groffer: Sort of -Sinners, ands for any others.

-to
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to be deeply exercis’d this Way (as thers

might fometimes be fome rare Inftances obz
fervable) this was gencrally look’d upon to
be a'great Evil and Temptation that had
befallen thofe Perfons. ~ The common
Names for fuch Soul-Concern were, Mes
lancholy, Trouble of Mindy or Defpair. Thefe
Terms were in’ common, {b far as I have
been acquainted; indifferently ufed as Syno-
nimous ;. and Trosble of Mind; was-look’d
upon'as a great Evil, which all Perfons that
made any fober Profeﬂion and’ Pracice of
Religion “ought carefully to avoid. There
was fcarcely any Sufpicion at all in gene-
ral; of any Danger of depending upon Self
nghtcoufnc(é, and not upon the-Righteouf=
nefs’ of Currst alorie for Salvation: Pa=
P/t and: Quakers wou'd be readily acknow=
ledged guilty of this Crime, but hardiy any
profefled Presbyterian. Thc Neéceffity of
being firft in Cur1st by a vital Union; and
in a juftified State before our Rehglous Ser=
vices - can’ be well pleafing and acceptable
to God; was very little underftood or tho’t
of ; but the commion Notion feem’d to be;
that if People were aiming to bein the Way
of Duty :as well as they could, as they imaz

. - gin'd
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gin’d, there was no Reafon to be much
afraid. .

According to thefe Principles, and this
Ignorance of fome of the moft Soul-concern=
ing Truths of the Gofpel, People were ve=
ry generally thro’ the Land carelefs at Heart,
and ftupidly indifferent about the great
Concerns of Eternity. . There was very lit=
tle Appearance ofany hearty Engagednefs in
Religion : And indeed the Wife, for the
moft Part, were in a great Degree afleep with
the Foolith. 'Twas fad to fee with what
a carelefs Behaviour the publick Ordinances
were attended, and how People were given
to unfuitable worldly Difcourfe on the Lord’s
Holy Day. In publick Companies, efpeci-
ally at Weddings, a vain and frothy Light-
nefs was apparent in the Deportment of
many Profeflors ; and: in fome Places very
extravagant Follies, as Horfe Running, Fid- -
ling and Dancing, pretty much obtain’d on
thofe Occafions, '

Thus Religion lay as it were a dying,
and ready to expire its laft Breath of Life
in this Part.of the vifible Church: And it
was in the Spring Aduno Domini 1740,
when the God of Salvation was fpleo.'fedi}o

: vifit
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vifit us with the( blefled Effufions of his
Holy Spirit in an eminent Manner, The -
firft very open and Publick Appearance of
this gracious Vifitations in thefe Parts, was
in the Congregation which God has com-
mitted to my €Charge. The Congregation
has not been ere@ed above Fourteen or Fif-
teen Years from this Time : The Plice is
a new  Settlement, generally fettled with -
People from Ireland, (as all our Congrega-
tions in Pennfylvania, excspt two or three,
chiefly are made up of People from that
Kingdom)} I am the firft Minifter they
have ever had fettled in the Place. Having
been regularly liberated from my former
Charge in Eafl-Ferfey, above an hundred
Miles North-Eaftward from Hence (the
Rev. Presbytery of New-Brunfwick (of which
T had the Comfort of being a Member)
judging it to be my Duty, for fundry Rea-
fons, to remove from thence) at the earneft

- Invitation of the Pcog}c here I came to them

in the beginning of November 1739, accept-
ed of a Call from them that Winter, 'and
was formally inftall’d and fettled amongift
them as their Minifter in pr/ following.
There were fome hopefully pious People

~ Ba’ here.
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here at my firft coming, which was 2 great
Encouragement and Comfort to me. Ihad
fome View and Senfe of the deplorable Con
dition of the Land in general ; and accord-
ingly the Scope of my Preaching thro’ that
firt Winter after I came here, was mainly
calculated for Perfons in a natural unrege-
perate Eftate, I endeavour’d as the Lord
enabled me, to open up and prove from his
Word, the Truths which I judged moft ne-
ccﬂ'ary for fuch as were in that State to know
and believe i in order to theu' Convlfllon and
Converfion. ' I endeavour’d ta deal fearch-
ingly and folemnly with ‘them; and thro’
the concurring Blefling of God, I had know-
ledge of four or five brought under deep
.Convictions that Winter. "In the beginning
of March 1 took a Journey into Eaff-Fer-
/ey, and was abroad for two or three Sab-
baths. A neighbouring Minifter, who feem-
ed to be earneft for the Awakening and Con-
verfion of fecure Sinners, and whom I'had
obtained to preach a Sabbath to my Peo-
in my Abfence, preached to them, I' think,
on the firft Sabbath after I left Home, HIS
Subject was the dangerous and awful Cafe
of fuch' as contmuc unregcncrate and un-

frultfu(
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ﬁuxtful under the Mians of Grace. ‘The
Text was Luk, 13.7. Then faid be to the
Dreffer of bis Vineyard, ‘bebold, thele three
Years I come /Z’ehng Fruit on this Fig Tree,
and find none, cut it down, why cumbereth it the
Ground? Under that Sermon there was a
vifible Appearance of much Soul-Concern
among the Hearers, {o that fome burft oug
with an audible Noife into bitter crying (a

Thmg naqt known in thofe Parts beforc)
After I had come Home there came a young
Man to my Houfe under deep Trouble a-
bouyt the State of his Soul, whom [ had
Jook’d upon as a pretty hght merrv fortof a
Youth; He told me that he was not any
Thmg conccrned about himfelf in thc Time
of hearmz the above mentioned Scrmon,
nor afterwards, till the next Day that he
went to his Labour, which was grubbing,
in order to clear fome New-Ground ; the -
firft Grub he fet about wasa pretty largc

~ one with 2 high Top, and when he had
.cut the Roots, as it fell down thofe Words

came mﬁantly to his Rcmembrancc, and asa
Spear to. his Heart, cut it down wby cum-
bereth it the Ground? So thought he, muft I
Ze cut down by the Sfuftice of God, for the Burn-

”Ig
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ing qf Hell, unl j.'s I get into anolber Stase
than I am now in. He thus came into ve-
1y great and abiding Diftrefs, which, to all
Appearance has had a happy Iffoe : His -
Converfation being to this Day as becomes
the Gofpel of Chrift.

Fhe News of this very publick Appear-
ance of deep Soul-concern among my Peo-
ple met me an Hundred Miles from Home :
I was very joyful to hear of it, in Hopes that
God was about to carry on an extenfive
Wark of converting Grace amongft them
And the firft Sermon I preached after my
Return to them, was from Mat. 6 33. Seck
ye firft the Kingdom of God, and his” Righte-
oufnefs. After .opening up and explaining
the Parts of the Text, when in the ImBrove-
ment, I came to prefs the Injuntion in the,
Text upan the Unconverted and Ungodly,
and offer’d this as one Reafon among others,
why they fhould now henceforth firft of all
Jeek the Kingdom and Righteoufnefs of God,
viz. That they had neglected too too long
to dofo already. This Confideration feem’d
to come and cut like a Sword upon feveral
in the Congregation, fo that w ile I was
fpcakmg upon. it they could no longcr con-

Wna




EEEES e o ot il

\ 1
tain, but burit out in the moft bitter Mourn~
ing. I defird them, as much as poffible,
to reftrain themfelves from making a Noife
-that would hinder themfelves or others from
hearing what was fpoken: And often after-
wards I had Occafion to repeat the fame
Council. Iftill advifed People to endeavour
to moderate and bound their Paffions; but not
fo as to refift or ftifle their Convi&ions.
'The Number of the Awakened encreafed
very faft, frequently under Sermons. thete
‘were fome newly convited, and bropght
into deep Diftrefs of Soul about their pe-
rithing Eftate.,  Our Sabbath Aflemblies
foon became vaftly large ; many People from
almoft all Parts around inclining very much
to come where there was fuch Appearance
of the divine Power. and Prefence, I
think there was fcarcelya Sermon or LeGure
preached here thro’ that whole Summer,
but there were manifeft Evidences of Im<
preffions on the Hearers ; and many Times
the Impreflions were very great and gene=
ral ;: . Several would be overcome and faint«
ing 3 others decply fobbing, hardly able te
contain, others crying in a moft doelorous
Manner, many others more filently W ecpin%.

’ an
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and a- folcmn Concern appearifig in thé
Countenance of many others. And fome-
“times the Soul Exercifes of fome (tho’ com-
paratively but very few) would fo far affe
their Bodies; as ‘to Occafioh fome ftrange
unufual Bodily Motions. I had Opportuni-
 ties of fpeaking particularly with a great ma-=
ny of thofe who afforded fuch outward To-
kens of inward Soul-Concern-in the Fime
of ‘publick Worthip and *hearing of the
Word; indeed many came to me ‘of them-
felves in their Diftrefs for private Inftructi-
on and Council ; and I found, fo far as I can
remember, that “with by far the greatér Part;
their apparent ‘Concern if  Publick was not
juft a tranfient Qualni- of -Confcience, - or
meerly a floating Commofion of the Affecti
ons; but a rational fix’'d Gonwiction of: their
dangerous pcn{hmg Eftate.: “They could ge
nerally offer as 4 convictivé Evidence - of'
their being in an’ unconverted: miferable Ef-
tate, that they were utter+ Strangers to thofé
lepoﬁnons, Exercifes - and ‘Experiences of
Soul in Religion, which"they heard Jlaid
down from God’s Word, as the infeperable
Characters of the truly regenerate: People
of God;; even fuch as before had- fomethmgf
)

et . e ,_‘\
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of the Form of I({eliggon;) and I think the
greater Number were of this Sort, and
feveral had been pretty exact and punctual
in the Performance of outward Duties. They
faw that they had been contenting themfelves
with the Form, without the Life and Pow=
er of Godlinefs; and that they had been
taking Peace to their Coniciences from, and
depending upon their own Righteoufnefs,
and not the Righteoufnefs of Jesus CurisT.
In.a Word, they faw that true practical
Religion was quite another Thing than they
had .conceiv’d it to be, or had any true Ex«
perience of. There were likewife many
up and down the Land brought under deep
diftreffing Convi&ions that Summer, who'
bad lived very loofe Lives, regardlefs of the
very Externals of Religion. In this Con-
gregation I believe there were very few that,
were not ftirred up to fome felemn Thought-
fulnefs and Concern more thanh ufual about
their Souls. The general Carriage and Be-
haviour of People was foon very vifibly al-
ter’d. Thofe awakened were much given
to reading in the Holy Scriptures and o-
ther good Books. Excellent Books that
had lin by much- neglected, were then

C much
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fhuch pérus'd, and lent from one to ano-
ther ;. and- it was a peculiar Satisfattion to
People to find how exadtly.the Do@rines
they heard daily preached; harmonize with

the Dotrines maintain’d and taught by great

and Godly Men in other Parts and former
Times. The Subje@s of Difcourfe almoft
always when any cf them were together,

were the Matters of Religion and great
Concerns of their Souls. All unfuitable,

Worldly, vain Difcourfe on the Lord’s Day
feem’d to be laid afide among them: In-
deed, for any Thing that appear’d, there

feem’d to be an almoft univerfal Reforma-

tion in this Refpec in our Publick Aflem-
blies on the Lord’s Day. There was an

carneft Defire in Pecple after Opportunities-
for publick Worfhip and hearing the Word.

I appointed in the Spring to -preach every
Friday thro’ the Summer when I was at

Home, and thofe Meetings were well at-

tended; and at feveral of them the Power

of the Lord was remarkably with us. The

main fcope of my Preaching thro” that Sum-

mer was, laying open the deplorable State-

of Man by Nature fince the Fall, our ruin’d

expos'd Cafe by the Freach of the firft Cove- _

nant,
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nant, and the awful Condmon of fuch ag
were not in CHRIST, giving | the Marks and
Charaters, of fuch as were in that Con-
dition : And morgover, laying open the Wgy
of Recovery in the New Covénant thro’ a
Mediator, with the Nature and Neceflity pf
Faith in Curist the Mediator &c. I la-
bour’d much on the laft mentioned Heads;;
that People might have right Apprchcnﬁons
of the Gofpcl-Method of Life and Salvation.
Itreated much on the Way of a Sinner’s clo-
ﬁng with CurisT by Faith, and obtaining
‘a right Peace to an awakened wounded
Conigcwncc fhewing, that Perfons were not
to take Pcacc to themfelves an Account of
their Repentings, Sorrows, Prayers, and
Reformations, nor to make. thcfe Things the
Grounds of their adventuring themfelves
upon CurisT and his Righteoufnefs, and of
their Expectations of Life by him: And,
_ that neither were they to obtain of feek
,,Pcaqe in Exn‘aordmary Ways, by Vlﬁons,
_ Dreams, or immediate Infpirations ; but by
_an undcrﬂandmg View .and behcvmg Per-
fuafion of the Way of Lifc, as reveal'd” jn
_the. Gofpel thro’ the Suretyfhip, Obedienge
and Sufferings of énsu;; Crrist, with a
"View
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View of the Suxta(blcncfs and Sufficiency of
that mediatory Righteoufnefs of CHrisT for
the Juftification and Life of Law-condemn-
ed Sinners ; and thereupon freely accspting
him for their Saviour, heartily confenting
to, and being well pleaicd with that Way
“of Salvation ; and venturing their all upon
his Medlatmn, from the Warrant and En-
couragement afforded of God thereunto in
* his Word, by his free Offer, authorative
Command and fure Promife to thofe that
{o believe. Iendeavour'd to fhew the Fruits
and Evidences of a true Faith, &e.

In fome Time many of ‘the convinced
and diftrefled afforded very hopeful fatisfy-
ingEvidence that theLord had brought them:
toatrue clofure with Jefus Chrift, and that
" their Diftrefles and Fears had been ina great
Meafure remov’d in a right Gofpel-Way by
believing in the Son of God, feveral of them-
had very remarkable and fweet Deliverances
~ this Way. It was very agreeable to hear
their Accounts, how that when they were
" in the'depeft Perplexxty and Darknefs, Dif~
tres and ‘Difficulty, ' feeking God as poor
- condemned Hell-deferving: Sinners the Scene

“ofthe recovering Gracc, thra’ a Redeemer,

hag
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~has been open’d to their Underftandings,

with a furprizing Beauty and Glory, fo that
they were- enabled to believe in Chrift with
Joy unfpeakable and full of Glory. It ap-
pear’d thatmoft generally the Holy Spirit
.improv’d for this Purpofe and made ufe of
fome one Particular Paflage or another of the
Holy Scrxpture thdt came to their Remem-
brance in’their Diftrefs, fome Gofpel-Of-

fer or Promife, or fome Declaration of God

dlre&ly refering to the Recovery and Salva-
tion of undoneSinners by the New-Covenant :

But with fome it was otherwxfe, they bad
pot any one particular Place of Scripture

‘more than another in their View at the

Time. Thofe who meet with fuch remark-

‘able Relief, as their Account of it was Rati-
.onal and Scrxptural fo they appear’d to have
:had at thc Time the Attendants' and Fruits
-of a true Faith, particularly Humlllty, Love,
‘and an affc&lonatc Regard to the Will and
‘Honour of God. Much of their Exercife

wasin felf-abafing and ‘{elf-loathing, and'ad-
miring the aftonithing Condefcention and

-Grace of God towards fuch vile and def-
~p1cab1e Creatures that had been fo full of
‘Enmity and Difaffe@ion to him, Then they

frecly
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frecly andkfweetly( with all their Hearts chofe
-the Way of his Commandments ; their en~
flam’d defire was to live to h1m for ever,
according to his Will and to the Glory of
his ‘Name.-----There were others that had
not had fuch remarkableRelief and Comfort,
who yet Fcou’d not but think were favmgly
-renew’d and brought truly to accept of, and
reftupan Jefus Chrift, tho’ not with fuch a
Degree of Livelinefs and Liberty, Strength
.and Joy ; and fome of thefe continued for
-a confiderable Time after, for the moft Part
-under a very diftrefling Su{jalcxon and Jea-
_loufy of their Cafe. I was all alang very
cautious of exprefling to People my Judg-
-ment of the Goodnefs of theirStates, except-
~ing where T had pretty clear Evidences
from them, of their being favingly changed,
and yet - they continu’d in deep Diftrefs,
’caﬁmg off all their Evidences: Somctnm;s
in fuch Cafes Thave thought it necdful tp
.ufe greater Freedom that Way than ordinary,
Jbut otherwife I judged that it could be of
little Ufe, and might readily be hurtful.
Befide thefe abgve fpoke of, Whofe:Expc-‘
rien¢e .of a Workof Grace was in a' good
»chree «learand fat;sfymg, there were. f<}>]mp
o ot €S
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others (tho’ but vgry fe:irv in thisCongregation
that I know of) who, having very little
Knowledge or Capacity, had a very obfcure
and improper Way of reprefenting theirCate;
In relating how - they had been exercis’d,
they would chiefly fpeak of fuch Things
as were only the Effes of their Souls Exer-
cife upon- their ‘Bodies from time to time,
and fome Things that were juft Imaginary,
which obliged me tobe at much Pains in
my- Enquiries before I cou’d-get-any juft I~
deas of their Cafe. I would ask them,
what were the Thoughts, the: Views,  and
Apprehenfions of their Minds, ‘and Exer-
- cife’ of their Affections at fuch Times when
they felt, tﬁerhaps, a quivering over come .
em, as they had been faying, or aFiintnefs,
thought they faw their Hearts full of fome
nautious. Filthinefs, or when ‘they. felta hea-
vy Weight and Load at their Hearts, of .
felt the Weight again taken off, and a pleas -
fant Warmnefs rifing from their. Hearts, .as
they would probably exprefs - themfelves;
which might be the Occafions or’ Caufes-of
thefe  Things they ipoke of ? And then,
when with fome Difficulty Icou’d get them
to underftand me, fome of them wou’d give
‘ a
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a pretty rational Acc:;mt)of folemn Spiritual
Exercifes: And upon a thorough careful
Examination this Way, I cou’d not but
conceive good Hopes of fome fuch Perfons.
~ But there were moreover feveral others, -
who feem’d to think concerning themfelves
that they were under fome good Work; of
- whom yet I cou’d have no reafonable Ground
to think that they were under any . hopeful
- Work of the Spirit of God. As near as I
could judge of their Cafe fromall my Acas
quaintance and - Converfation with them; it
was much to this Purpofe : They beleived
there' was a good Work * going .on, that
People wer¢ convinced, ‘and brought into a
converted - State, and .they defir’d to be
converted too ; they faw others weeping and
fainting, and -heard People meurning and’
lamenting, and they thought if they could
be like thofe it would be very hapeful with
them : Henge they endeavour’d juft to get
themfelves affe@ed by -Sermons, and ifthey
could come to weeping, or get theirPaffions fo
Taifed .as to encline them:to vent themfelves
by Cries. Now they hoped they were got
tnder Convictions, and were in a very hope-
ful Way; and afterwards they would ipea

of
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oftheir being in Trouble, and aim at com-

~ plaining of themfelves, but feem’d as if they

knew not - well. how todo.it, nor what to *

fay againft themfelves; and then they would
be looking and expecting to get fome Texts
of Scripture apply’d tothem for their Com-
fort, and whenany Scripture Text, which
they - thought was fuitable for that Purpofe,
came to their Minds, theywere in Hopes
it was brought to them by the Spirit of God,
that they might take Comfort from it. And
thus ‘much in fuch a Way as this fome ap-

" pear’d to be pleafing themfelves juft with an

imaginary Converfion of their own making.

I endeavour’dto.corret and' guard :againft -

all fuch Miftakes fo far as I'difcover'd them

4n the Courfe’ of my Miniftry’; and toopen

aup the Nature of a true ‘Conviction by the
‘Spirit of God, .and " of a ‘faving Converfion.
. Thus have Igiven ‘avery btief Account
of the State 'and Progrefs of . Religion here,
thro’ that firft Summer: after the remarka- -
ble Revival.of it among us: . Towards the
End of that ‘Symmer there feem’d tobe a
-Stop. put to the farther Progrefs of the Work,
-as tothe Convition and awakening “of Sin-

mners; and ever fince:there have : beén very

D o few
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few Inftancesof Perfons convinced. It res
mains then, that I fpeak fomething of the
abiding. EffeCts and After-fruits of thofe
Awakenings, and other Religious' Exercifes
which People were under during the above
mention’d Period. Such ds were only un~
der fome {light Impreflions -and - fuperfieial
Awakenings, feem in General to have loft
them all again, without any abiding hopeful
Alteration upon then.: They feem to have
fallen back again into their former Carelefinefs
and Stupidity : And fome.that were under
pretty great Awakenings, and confiderable
deep Convictions of - their miferable Eftate,
feem alfo to have got Peace again to their
Confciences without geting it by a true
Faith in the Lord Jefus, affording no fatis-
fying Evidence oftheir being - favingly re-
new’d : But, thro’ the infinite. rich Grace
of God, (and blefled:be his Glorious Name!)

there is a confiderable Number -who: af-

ford all the Hvidence that can reafonablybe

expected and requird for our Satisfaction
in the Cafe of their having been the Sub-
jects’ of a thorough faving Change ; except

‘in . fome fingular Inftances of Behaviour
(alas for.them) which proceed from; and

thew
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fhew the fad Rcmams of Ongmal Corrup-
tion: even in the'1 regenerate Childen of God
while in this Imperfect State. Their Walk
is habitually: Tender andConfcientious ; their
Carriage. towirds their. Neighbour Juft and
Kind; and they-appear'to have an - agreca~
ble pccuhar Love one for another, and for

~all in whom appears the - Image of God,

Their Difcoutfes of Réligion, their Engage-
ednefs and Difpofitions of Soul in the Prac-
tice : of the “immediate Duties and Ordinan-
ces of Rclx%xon all appearquite otherwife
than formerly:: . Indeed the Livelinefs of
their Affections”in the Ways of Religion is
much abated in: General; and they are "in

~ fome Meafare humbly: fenfible of -this and

ieved for :it, ‘and are carefully endeavour=

~ ing fll totlive unto Godj::much:: %ﬂleved

with their - Imperfections; and the :Plagues
they find intheir own' Hedrt {* and frequent-
ly they. meet with fome delightful Enliven-
ings of Soul,. and paiticularly our' facramen-
tal Solemmtxes for cornmunicating. in the
Lords Supper, «have generally been very
Blefled Seafons iof enlivening and: enlarge-
‘ment to the People” of God. ~ Thereis a ve-
ry evxdem and . great - Increafe of - Chriftian

D2 Knowledge
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Knowledge with many of them.. We en-:
joy in this Congregation the- -Happinefs : of;;
agregt Degree of Harmon J'apd Concord :.
Scarcely - any haye appear'd to open Op po-
fition‘and Bitternefsagainft theWork of God
among; us, and ¢lfe; where yup and down
the Land, tho’ therg are pretty -many fuch
in. fewvéral other Plages thro’ the Couyitry..
Some; indeed in this’ Congrcganon, but very
few, have feparatcd from us, and join’d with,
the -Minifters who have unhapplly oppos d
this Bléfled Work, -
~ It'would have been a great Advantage ta
this Account had I" been careful in Time to
have Written :dawn the Experiences of par-
ticular* Perfons ;. but. this I neglected in the
proper Seafon : “However §have more. lately
noted down :an” Account of fome of the
Soul-Exercifes - and Experiences of . one
Perfon, which I thik-may be proper to
make Publick on’ this Occafian,. The Per-
fon is a fingle Yourg Woman, butI judgé
it praperto canceal-her Name, becaufe fhe
is yet living, L was very -caretul to be
-exa® in the Affair, both in my converfing
‘with her, and writing the Aeccount fhe gave
of herfelf’ nnmdmcly after ; and the’ I dont
pretcnd
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pretend to give her very Words for the moft
Part, yet I'm wellfatisfy’d I don’t mifre-
prefent what fhe related, the Accountthen
1s thus. She was firft brought to fome fo-
lémn Thoughtfulnets and Concern about her
Soul’s Cafe, byfeeing others fo mnch ‘com=
cern’d about their Souls,. =

When the faw People in deep Dlﬁrcfs about
their-Souls States, the thought with her felf
how uncancerned fhe was about her own,
:And tho’ {he thought that {he had not been
very guilty of great Sins yet- the fear’d that
the was too litfle concetned about her eter-
nal’ well - Beiig ; .and; then the Sermons
he heard .made her §ill 'uncafy ahout-her
Cafe, {o that . fhe would ‘go home on the
Sabbath-Evempgs prétty much troubled and
cift dawn, 'which Concesn ufed -to abide
-with her for -a . few Days after, buttill to-
wards the End of the Week, fhe would be-
ome . pretey - eafy; and then by hearing the
“Word onthe Sabbathg  her. Uncwﬁncfs was
-always rencw’d. for & fow' Days agair.  And
«thus it fared awith her, itill ‘one Day s (he
‘was hearm a:Sermoén: preached from: Heb
P o Day if ye sordl bearbas Foice,
fiar den ot ymi' Heares, - The Minifter in the
L Sermon
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Sermon f{poke to th]s3 Effe®. « How many
 of you have beep hearing the - Gofpel for
« along Time, and yét your Hearts remain
“ always hard without being made better
“ by it: The Gofpel isthe Voice of God,

“ but you have heard it only as the Voice
« of Man and not the Voice of God, and
¢ fo. have not been benefitted by it.” Thefe
‘Words came with' Power to her Heart : She
- faw that this was her very Cafe indeed, and
fhe had an’ awful Senfe of the Sin of hér
Mifimprovement of the Gofpel; of her Stupi<
dity; ‘Hardnefs ‘and- Unprofitablenefs under
hearing: of the . Word of God: She faw
 that {he' was hereby expofed to.the Sin-pu-

mfhmg Juttice of God, and fo was fill’'d with
very: gteat Fear :and"Terror 5 but: fhe faid
there was no other Sin’ at that Time appli-
ed tathes Confcience,i neither did: fhe' fee
_ her [6lf as altogether avithout Curist. The
deep Concern -omthe foremeéntioned Account
ftuck: pretty clofe.By her aftetward. There
was a Society of {private Chriftiansto meet
in. the Neighbaurhood fome !Day after.in
the' famé Week: fori Reading, Prayer and

religious Confetence,: fhe had not been .at

a Socwty ‘of 'that.kihd before, but fhe long’d
. ‘ verg
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very much for t(hc 3'I‘lmc of their Meetmg
that fhe might go there ; and while fthe was
there, fhe got an awful View of her Sin and
Corruption, and faw: that {he was without
Curist and without Grace, and. her Ex-
ercife and Diftrefs of Soul was fuch, that it
made her for a while both deaf and blind 5
but fhe faid the had the ordinary Ufe of her
Underftanding, and begged that CurisT
might not leave her to perith ; for the faw
that the was undone without him. After
this fhe lived ' in Bitternefs of Soul ; and at
another Time fhe had fuch a View of her
Sinfulnefs, -of - the Holinefs*and Juftice of
God, and the Danger fhe was in of eternal
Mifery, as fill'd her with extreme Anguith ;
fo that had it not been that the was fupport-
ed by an Apprehenfion of God’s. All-fuffici-
ency, fhe told me fhe was perfwaded fhe
would have fallen immediately into Defpair.
She continued for fome Weeks in great Dife
treis of Spirit, feeking and pleading for.Mer-
~cy without any: Comfort, until one Sabbath
Evening, in 2 Houfe where fhe was.lodged
during the Time of a'factamental Solemnity,
while the Family were finging the 84th
Pfalm, her Soul conceived ftrong Hopes of
Reconciliation
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Reéconciliation wit Gid thro’ Jesus CHrIST,
and fthe had fuch Apprehenfions of the Hap-
pinefs of the Heavenly State that her Heart
was filled with Joy vnfpeakable and-full
of Glory, fhe fung with fuch Elevation of
Soul as if fhe had fung out of her felf, as
fhe expref’d it ; the thought at the Time it
was as if the Lord had put by the Veil
and fhew’d her the open Glory of Heaven.
She had very enlarged Views of the Suffici«
ency of CurisT to fave. She was clearly
perfwaded to the fulleft Satisfaction that there
was Merrit enough in him to anfwer for the
Sins of the moft guilty Sinner, and the faw
that God could well bereconcil’d to all elect
Sinners in his Son, which was a moft ra-
vithing delightful Scene of Contemplation to
her. But while fhe was in this Frame, after

‘fome Time fhe thought with herfelf that

notwithftanding all this, yet the could not
with the full Affurance of Faith lay Claim

to the Lord Jesus as her own Saviour in

Particular. . She could not fay with fuch full

- SatistaCion and certdinty as the defired, that

he would be a Saviour in particular fo
her, and hence for want' of theroughly un-
derflanding wherein the very Effence. of s

L e _ faving
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faving Faith confifts. She had fome jea-
Ious Fear that fhe was not vet brought

" truly to believe in Chrift ; however fhe was

much free from her formcr Terrors after
this fweet Interview ; but after fome Time
the grew more dxfconfolate and more fen-
Ghly afraid of her State on the forementioned
Account. She heard that Sinners in clo-
fing with Chrift by Faith rcceiv’d him for
their Sav;ppr, thch fhe thought included
in jt a certain Perfwafion that he was theirs
in particular, and fhe could not clearly fay
that this had ever been her Cafe, and fo the
came awfully to fulpect herfelf as yet an
Unbeliever, and tho’ fhe came in Timg
to that fweet Plcrophqry and fuyll Affurance
of Faith, yet the bas fince feen her Miftake,

i that Matter, about the Nature of a true

. a,ad faving Faith, She continued very much

uader thefe gnevousDe_]c&xons for about two

* Yiears, and yet . enjoy’d confiderable Sweetr

nefs apd Comfort at Times, fhe often came
to hear Sermons with a Dcﬁrp to get clear-
ly conyinced of her being yet in a Chriftlefs

 State, & with 2 form’d Refolution to take &

apply to her felf what xmght be faid i in tthcrv-
mon to the Unconverted, but moft commons
ly, fhe !:etum 'd ml'zy agmcahly difappeinted,

(-4



fhe would generally hgegr fomeMark of Graee;
fome Evidence of a real Chriftian laid down;
which fhe could lay claim to, and could not
deny, and thus the was fupported and com=
forted from Time to Time during that two
Yearsfpace. It was ftill with much Fear and
Perplexity that fhe adventur’d to commu-
nicate in the Lord’s Supper ; ‘but the could
hot omit it, and fhe always found fome Re-

frething: and Sweetnefs by that:-Ordinarice.

After the had been fo long urider an almoft
alternate Succeflion” of Troublés and Sup-
ports, the Sun of Righteoufnefs at laft broke
out upon her - to the clear Satisfaction and
unipeakable Ravifhment ‘ of her Soul at a
Communion Table; ‘there het Mind was let
into the glorious Myfteries -of Redemption,
with great Enlargement while fhe meditated
on the’ Sufferings of the Lord Jefus; the
thouught with- her felf, he was-notjuft aMan
who fuffer’d “fo'‘for Binners;- but infinitely
more than‘a -Mar; éven the moft High God,
the eternal Son ¢qual with ‘the Father, and
the faw -that his being God, 'put “an infinite
Luftre ‘and Value 'vpon’ his ‘Sufferings’ as
Man:; - ‘Her Heart was fill’d with 2 moft un-
uitetible- Admiration' ‘of his Pérfon, his Me-
rit--diid his Love, fhe was endbled to believe
. in
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in him" with a ftrong f{elf-evidencing Faith,
{lie believ:d ‘that he fuffer’d for her Sins,
that. the was the very Perfon, who by her
Sins.had occafion’d his Sufferings, and bro’t
Agony and Pain upon. him. The Confi-
derasion of this_fill'd her with the deepeft
Abhorrence of her . Sins, and moft bitter
Grief for them, fhe faid fhe could have de-
fired” with all her Heart to have melted
and diflolved her Body quite: away in that
very. Place, in Lamentation.and Mourning
over her Sins, After this Enjoyment her
Soul was generally delighting in God, and
the had much of the Light of his.Counte-
nance with her, and O! her great Concern
{till was how fhe might live.to the Lord,
how: the might do any Thing for him, and
give Honour. to him.. " The Lord condes
fcended to be-much with her- by his enlive-
ping and comforting Prefence, and efpe-
cially facramental Seafons were blefled and
precious Seafons to hér. . At one of thofe
Qccafions fhe -was in a Iweet Frame medi-
tating upon the Blood: and Water that Iflu- .
ed from the Wound ‘made by the Spear
in her Saviour’s. Side, fhe thought that as
Woater is of a purifying cleanfing Nature, {0
;hcre was fan&nfymgvxrtuc aswell asjuftifying
E2 Merit



(36 )
Merit in the Lord Jefus, and that fhe could
no more be without the Water, (his fan&i-
fying Grace to cleanfe her very polluted Soul)

than the could be without his Blood to do-

away her Guilt, and her Heart was much
taken .up with the Beauty and.Excellency
of San&ification, At another Time, 2 Com-
munion Solemnity likewife, fhe was very
full of Delight and Wonder with the Tho’ts
of electing Love, how that God had provid-
ed and determin’d fo great Things for her
before ever the had a Being. And a very
memorable Enjoyment fhe had at another
Time on Monday after a Communion Sab-
bath, when thofe Words came to her Mind,
The Spirit and the Bride fay come, and let
bim that is athirft come, andy whofoever will
let bim take the Water of Life ﬁ(;ely. The
Glory and Delight let in upon her Soul by
thefe Words was fo great that it quite over-
come her bodily Frame, fhe faid it feem’d
to her that {he was almoft all Spirit, and that
the Body' was quite laid by, and the was
fometimes in Hopes that the Union would
alually break, and the Soul get quite away.
She faw much at that Time into the Mean-
ing -of her Lord, in thofc Words, Becaufé T

five, ye foall live alfo, S
‘ : About

-
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"About - a Tim(c ot3 7Sickneﬁs fthe had had,
concerning which Ienquir'd at her, fhe told
me that fhe expetted pretty much to dié
then; and was very joyful at the near Prof-
pe& of her Change; and was fenfibly grie-
ved to find herfelf recover again ; chiefly,
becaufe that while the lived hete, fhe was fo
frail and finful, and could do fo litltle for
the Lord’s Honour. I was with her in the
Time of that Sicknefs, and indeed I fearcely
ever faw one appearing to be {o fully and
fweetly fatisfied under the aflicting Hand of
God; fhe manifeftly appear’d to-hie . indet
it with a peaceful Serenity and divine Sweet-
nefs in her whole Soul. In a Word, - her

whole Deportment in the World befpeaks

much Humility and Heavenlinefs of Spirit. .

One of our Chriftian  Friends, a Man
about go Years of Age, wasremoved from
us by Death in the Beginning of Muj laft,
of whom I can givefome broken imperfe
Account, which perhaps may bé of fome

‘Ufe. His Name was Hanfe Kirk Patrich,

he was aMan of 4 pretty goodUndetftinding,

and had been, 1 believe a fober Profeflor

for many Years, tho’ he had not béen very
long in America. After the Work of Reli-

m
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in converfing . with gim, that he believ’d
itto be a good Work, but feem’d very un-
willing to give up his good- Opinion of his
own Cafe. He. told me of fome Concern
and Trouble he had been in about his Seul
in his younger Years; but yet the Cafe looks
ed . Sufpicious . that. he had get. Eafe in_a
legal. ‘Way upon'an outward form of Re-
ligion. . At another Time being at his Houfe
and taking up a Jittle Book that lay by me
on the Table, which I found to be Mr. Ma~
ther’s Dead Faith anatomized and felf-jufti-
ciary convicted ; he faid to. me that: was
indeed a Pcrangc Book -as ever hefaw, and
that according:.to that Author it was a
great Thing indeed to havea; right Faith that
was ‘true and. faving. Another Thing than
it was generally fuppos’d to be; or to this Pur-
pofe.; He feem’d to me at that Time to be
under more fears about his owni. Cafe than
1 hed - obferv’d in him before. Not long
after this as he was hearing a :Sermon one
Day, the Word was apply’d with irrefiftible
Evidence and Power to his :Heart, {o- that
he faw himfelf asyet ina :perithing undone
Cafe ; whereupon - the Diftrefs and Exercife
of his Soul was fo great that he fell off the
Seat on which he wasfitting, and wept and

cry 'd,
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cry’d very bxtterl)(r 312 little after this he
went to Philadelphia, at the Time of the
meeting of the Synod, in hopes that per-
haps he might meet with fome Benefit to
his Soul, by hearing the Minifters preach
there, or by converfing with fome of them.
He told me afterwards that while he was
there, as he walk’d the Streets he was un-
fpeakably diftrefs’d with the View of his
miferable Condition, fo that he could hard-.
ly keep his Diftrefs from being publickly
difcern’d ‘upon him, and that he feem’d
fometimes to be even in 2 'Manner afraid
‘that the Streets wou’d open and fwallow up
fuch a wretched Creature. He told me
of his Troublc, and his very -{weet - Relief
out of it ina moft moving manner, -under
very freth' Senfe and Impreffion of both
but the Particulars of his Relief :I have
quite forgot.  He was - afterwards - chofen
and fet apart fora ruling Elder in the Cori-

gregation, - "He ‘dy’d of :an Impofthame

and. gradually wafted away for a long Time
before his Death, and ‘was‘for about two
Months' entirely: conﬁn’d to his Bed. "-He
told me that for fometime before he- was
{aid -Bed-faft he had been full of very - dif-

- itm:ﬁ':mg Feats and Jealoufies about-his Souls

State,

~
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State, and was altogtther unfatisfy’d about
his Intereft in Chrift ; but that foon after he
was confin’d to his Bed the Lord afforded
him his comforting Prefence, clear’d up his
Intereft, and remov’d his Fears. After this
he continued ftill clear and peaceful in
his Soul, and fweetly and wholly refign’d
to the LOrd’ Will until Death,  While
he had fizength to fpeak mnch, he was fill
free and forwgrd to difcourfe of God and
divine Things. One Time as tweo other
of our Elders were with  him he exhorted
them teo continue fedfall and faithful to
God’s Truths and Caufe; for he f3id if
be had a theufand Soyls hc could frcely
venture them all wpen the Do&rines which
had been tanght them. in this- Congregation,
One time whea I took leave of him- he burft
out intp Tears, faying, “ I bad been the
“ Meflenger of the Lord of Hofts to him
« that the Lord had fentte eall him out
« of the broad Way ef Deftmion.” For
fome’ Days before his deceafe he cou’d {peak
wory little, but o all Appearance with- 2
great desl of ferenity m«i {westnels ofSoul
1edell allecp: in Jefus:
- There have basa very! f@s;fo:mbﬂe Tar
&mes of - Jgle. Ghildoer,. emong ustwe

xﬂ:ers,
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Sifters, ‘the one bcmg4about feven, the other
-gbout nine Years of Age, were "hopefully
¢onverted that Summer when Religion' was
fo much revived here. I difcourfed with:
them’ very lately,’ and both' from their own'
Accountand the ~Account of their Parents;
there -appears to- have beeii’ a lafting ' tho-
rovgh Charige wrought in thém, they fpcak
of their Soul-Expernenccs with a very be-
- ¢oming ' Gravity, and appdrent Impreflion
of the Things they fpeak of.-* The youngeft
was awakened by hearing the Word preach-
ed, fhe told me fhe heard in Sermons; That
éxcept People ~were convinced and con-
veited they would furely go to Hell; and
fhe: knew fhe ‘'was not converted: "This
fet her to praying withi greatEafneftnefs, with
“Tears and Cries; yét her Fears and Diftrefs:
¢ontired for feveral Days,’ tlll one Timeas
fhe Was 4 prdying her Heatt; ‘the faid, was
- gut in gréat Love to God'; and as

fhe thought .of Heaven, and bemg with”
God, ‘fhe was fill'd'with Sweetnefs and De- |
light T cou’d not find by her that {he had -
at that time any explicit particular Thoughts
about Chrift as -a Redeemer; but fhe faid

~ fhe knew then that Chrift "had dyed for

Sinners,  She told me fthe often found fach

f'f:“‘:f N E_ . Religh¢
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D;hghg: and Lov(p to God figce a5 the did
then, apd at fuch Times, the was very will-
ing to, die. that the might be. with God »
But. the Gid, the - Was ﬁotm?umcs afraid. yen
of ﬁolpg to Hell, I asked her if fhe. waa
troubled at. -3ny, txpu;v;hcn 1he was. ngt: ax
fraid of " going . tg HCJL ﬂﬂe faid, Y§§1 k
I asked what (he was troubl (iz
ﬁxdbﬁcavfc fhe had.done. 11} to God, ma%
ing that the had.dons Exil, and Sin agaiafb
@Qd Some time affer.the firlt foundComforty

Night when, her. Eatbﬁv and. oll the
rﬁﬂ: of the Family, but ey Mother:and: her-
felf, were gang toa, private. Society, fhe. faid
tp her, Miather, that the People wern fipging
and praying.where her, Father was gone, aad
{he defic'd her. Mpther o, do, the: fame. with
her, and. afer.they-were. gong. 1o Bed- fhie
defir'd, herMpther o fing: fosne. Rfalms which
fhe hadby. heass, for.fhe. faid. the. did: not
wantto go. to, Slesp.  Hor Sifice. wag- ﬁdb
brayght inta Tseuble. abput hee Sou};that
fam¢ Summer. by, Sicknefs; it.congingied with
her fome.time after. her Regavery, till asa
Day. coming home from Mgeting, as fhe haard
igme People fpeaking. abopt ift-and Heas
ven, her Heast was enflamyd, with \Love -te

Chrift, She- fay&tlws whmﬂ&l&s Cheift’a, ']
s m“
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Prefesice with her, ﬂ'xesdoes not know What

to do to get away and be with Ged. Their
Parents told me thit for a long Time they
feem'd to be ahnoft wholly taken up in
Religion, thit no Weather thro’the Extre-
mity of Wiriter; would hindér them from
going oirtdaily to by-Places for fecret Pray-
er, amd it any thmg came in the Way that
they cou’d not get going éut for Prayer. at
fuch times as they inclin’d and thought moft
proper, they wow'd weep and cry. Their
Parents fay they are vety obedient Children,
and flrick. obfervers of the Sabbath, There
are likewife ‘other young cnes in the Place
of whom I kot nothing €3 the Contrary but
what they continue hopeful and religious to
this Day. :

This blefed Showef of divine Influencé
ﬁm:ad very much thio’ thisProvince thatSum-
mef,; and was. likewife corifiderable in fome
other . Places Bordeting upon it. ‘The Ac-
gourts of fome Minifters being fomething
difkinghifh’d by .their fearching awakning
Dédirimé and folemd Pathetick Manner . of
Addrefs; and the News of the Effe@s of theit
Preaching. . upbn . their: Hearers feem’d in
fome Medfure t6. awaken . People thiro’ thé
(-Dmmtry tﬂgemﬁdon their . cirélefs and: for-
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mial Way of going on in Rehglon, and very

much excited their Defires to hear thofe Mi-
nifters. There were feveral vacantCongregati-
ons without any fettled Paftors, which earn-
cftly beg’d for their Vifits, and feveral Mi-
nifters who did not appear hcartxly to 'put "to
theirShoulders to help in carrying onthe fame,
Work, yet, then yieldedto the preffing Im-
portunities of their Pcoplc in mvxtmg thefe
Brethren to preach in their Pulpits, fo. that
they were very much call’d abroad and em-
ploy’d in inceflant Labours, and the" Lord
wrought with them mlghtﬂy, very -great
Affemblies would' ordinarily " meet_to hear
them upon any Day of the Week and of-
tentimes a furprizing Power accompanying
their Preaching was vifible among the
Multitudes of their Hearers. It was a very
comfortable enlivening Time to God’s Peo-
pie, and great Numbers of fecure carelefs
Profeffors, and many loofe irreligious Perfons
thro’ the Land were deeply convinced of
their ‘miferable perithing “Eftate, and there
is abundant Reafon to believe, and be fatis-
fy'd that many of them wete in the Iffue,
favingly Converted to"God. : ‘T my felf have
had * Occafion “to ~converfe: ‘with a. great
Manv up and down who have given a'moft
| " agrecable
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agrecable  Account 4gf very - precious and
~¢lear Experiences of the Grace of God, fes
verals even in Baltimore, a County in the
Province of Maryland, who were brought
up almoft in a State of Heathenifin, with-
out almoft any Knowledge of the true Doc~
trines of Chriftianity, afford very fatisfying
‘Evidence of being brought to a faving Ac~
quaintance with God in Chrift Jefus. - ;

‘Thus Sir, I have endeavour'd to give a,
brief Account of the Revival of Religion a=
mong us.in thefe Parts, in which I have en-.
deavour’d all along to be confcientioufly ex-
a& in rejating Things according to the naked.
Truth, knowing that I muft not fpeak wick-
edly even for God, nor talk deceitfully for
HIM, and upon the whole I muit fay it is.
beyond all difpute with me, and I think it
is beyond all reafonable Contradiction that
God has carry’d on .a great and glorious
Work of his fpecial Grace among “us. |

" Iam,Revd. Sir, your
¢ . very refpectful Son

. and Servant,

: . > Samyel Blair.
Neww-Londonderry in :
- Pennfylvania, . - . . ..\ o 37
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et ATTESTAMTION. - 00 o
{E the thder Subferfbers, ruling Eidets
"% invthe Congregation of New-Londonder-
#y, o' giveodr Tefimony and Ateeftation
to thé dbove Actouttt of the Revival of Re= -
ligien it this Congregation and ‘ofhér Parts
of this Country, {o far =s the faid Account
relates to things fhat were open to pblick
Obfervation, and fich things as we have had
Opportunity. of * being  acquainted Wwith,
Particularly, we teflity that there his been
a'gteat and very genefdl awaknifiy Asmotig
Pedple, whereby they have been fhitred up
to an earmeft uncommon  Concern and Dili-
gence gbouttheit etermal Salvation, accord-
ing to the above Account of it: And that |
many givé veéry comfortable Evidence by
their Khowledge, Déchifation of Experience,
and’ confeiericlons  Practice, of theit being
fivingly changed and'tirried uits God,
ST Sumds Coch¥an,
U bn Romay,
ST Ybn Love,
o b sy Sobn Smith,
S Sobn Simfen,
" Willian Bypd:~ -
N. B. Oneofour Elders not bating bad
the Opportunsty of feetng this Letter before it
was fent awaybis Name 1s not bere fubferibed,
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