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ANIMADVERSIONS
On the Reasoms of Mr, Creagheud’s

Se‘ ration.

am fenfible I otve an Apology to
the wifer and more judicious Part
of Mankimd, for giving either them
or my {elf the Frouble of an An-
{wer to this Performance of Mr Creag-
brad, becaufe of its egregions palpable
Weaknefs in all Refpectss his Scope and
Defign in it is to juftify his Separation
from the Prefbyterian Church in thefe
Parts of the World 5 and when he has
gathered together all he can for this
Purpofe, how manifeftly infofficient are
all his grounds for his Separation ? How
ncot tequential and illogical are his Rea-
{onings | how obvious and wunac-
countable his Mifreprefentations? So that
d juftly be thought that

it migh
there wou’d be no need of any pub-
lick Rematks on His Reafons, and that
i were but an abufing of the Publick
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to offer “any: Igut Ltret I fird fome Peo-
ple are as weak as Mr. Creaghead’s Rea-
fons arc, and when I confider that-
am a Debtor to the Unwr e as well as
to the Wile, this has determin’d me to
this very -difagreeable Undertaking. If
what 1s comprehended in this Reafon,
bc not thought {uthcient for my Vindi-
cation, I own have no better, and only
<dd, that I promife to be ﬂ‘lDI'l' for there
iIs no need to be tedious; and upon

fuch as nced ro help to fee the Weak-.
nefs of Mr. Creaghead’s Piece, 1 {hall
not impofe {o much as a defire to read
thele Animadverfions, unlefs they pleafe.
I'm aware indeed, that thofc whofe
Advantage 1 imfnedmtely aim at, asc
under great Difadvantages for obtain-
ing  Be nefit by what I Tl {fay : Some,
it may be, arc very tull of their gmund-
lets and unreafona Lu.t‘: Prejudices, and {o
reiolutely to ‘nacious of their hafty Opini-
on:, (which they have taken up without
due Confideration, or futhcient Ufe of
proper Means for their right Informati-~
on) that they can’t bear to have them
m the lealt contradicted,  And very like-
ly
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ly fome {uch may conclude by the
Time they have read thus far, thae
they have read enough of this Piece al-
ready, and fo throw it by in a pet,
or if they read on, perhaps it will be
only in hopes of ﬁndmg {fomething to
improve againft me, and make Advan-
tage of. Let this Notice be a Caution
to fuch Perfons to beware of being guid-
ed by fuch Humours ; which is all I
intend’ by it. I refolve to give no Of-'
fuuf to exaiperate any, unlefs a plain
eaking of the Truth do it. I refolve,

wlth thc Lord’s Help, in {peaking upon
Things, {o to bear with the rafth Fol-
lies, Weaknefles, Imperfections and Cor-
ruptions of Pcople concerning them, as
not to exprefs my felf {o tartly, and ex-
pofe them {o as the Cafe wou’d juftly
bear. Here it isvery poflible fome hea-
dy foolith Perfons may think, now we
have him already, fee what’s here ? He
would bear patiently withPeop!les Corrup-
tions. Ah! Friends, you and I both muft
bear fo with many Corruptions of others,
and of gocd People too, if we wou'd

h ave the Meeknefs gnd Gentlenefs of
CHRIST;
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CHRIST ; bear (thcm with a :calm Be-
haviour and hearty Grief. 1 fuppofe
you think when you fee unaccountable
Follies and Corruptions in others, a-
bout Thmgs on avhich you ﬁaend the
chiet Current of your Zeal, and which
de net lye very near the Heart of Re-
ligion neither, that then you may let
your Temper take fire, and burn up
into Flame and Fury. O Sirs, confider,
The Hrath o f Man sworketh not the Rng-—
teoufnefs of God, Jam. 1. 20. 1 hope very
few will feed thcn Prejudices, and make
a Blufter with fuch little fally Cawils as
this; but I have known too much of
the Manag cement fince the Debates |
am to tom.h at, came {o much upon the
Board, not to know that all pofiible Ad~
vice and Warning this Way is neceflary in
aur Lntrance.

I proceed now to Mr. Creaghead’s
Reafons, His firft Reafon pag. 2%. 1s
Becaufe  be fuppofes that the Confeffion of
Faith which was compos'd by the Rev,
Afjembly of Divines at Weftminfler, wvas
never das yet received 1n this Province,

either Presbyterially o~ Synodically, ;z.s'
e
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e Cﬂ'f ﬂ 0} GZJI‘ Faftb n evvry
Article thereof ;. even to [peak af 7 more
at pr f’m‘ but the 733 Articles therein con-
tain’d * themfelves,

But ought not Mr. Creaghead to have
been aflured of this firft, before he had fe--
parated from us on the Account of it, and
not have proceeded on a bare. Suppaﬁ-—
tion. Agam if he pofiibly cou’d have
been, and adtually was perfwaded that
we never had receiv'd the Weltminiter
Confeflion, as the Conteflion of our
Faith, in either Prefbytery or Syned in
this Provlnce ought he not to have
tried whether we wou'd do it or not,
before he had feparated from us on this
Accaunt? Whereas he declared to the
World, in the moft open & publick man-
that he feparated himfelf from us, be-
fare ever he gave the Prefbyfery the leaft
Account that he had any fuch Thing in:
his Thoughts: He had in this Manaer -
fepa-raxed himfelf feveral Weeks before.
he gave ws any Reafon forit; mxthcr
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did we ever hear from him beforchand,
that he had any fuch Charges againft
us, as he faw fit to lay beﬁ)rc us
in thefe Recafons, the Matter of two
Months after.

But, to pafs thefe unaccountable Bran-
- ches of his Mifconduct, let us confider
the Reafon itfelf; and you may obferve
in itas Mr. Greaghead lays it down, that
by every Article 0}‘ the Cwyf’/"m of Pﬂz:ﬁ
he means every Chapter of it; and o
calls the 33 Chapters the 73 ﬁrf‘zc‘[fs..
Whereas every Chapter almoft containg
feveral Articles, all relating to fome one
general Head. Now whether Mr. Creag-
bead could fuppofe ‘o or not, that neither
Synod or Pny "rg'ffmr in this Pm vince, did
ever reccive the Wefkminfler CunfefT on

of Faith for the Confeffion of their Faith,
in every Chapter of 1t, the Thing it (elf

1s manifeftly faife in ﬁ& both Ways :

There never was any Scruple, that ever
I hear’d of, made by any Members of

the Synod, about any Part of our Con-
feflion of Faith, but only {ome par-
ticular Claufes in the zoth & 23d Ghap.

and thofe Claufes were excepted againit,

I
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m the Synods A& receiving the Con-
feffion of Faith; only in fuch 4 Senfe;

which, for my Part; I believe the Rev.
Cornpofers never lntended in- them

but, which might notwithftanding, rea-
dlly be put upon them. Mr. Creag-
bead to prove what he fuppofes, works
much upon what is called The Synod's
Preleminary Act -about the Confeffion  of
Faith, made in the Year 1729. and in p.

26. tells us, It 15 plain from that ALF,
that the Weftminjier Confeffon of Fuaith

was not, nor is not recerv'd in this Pro-
vince as the Confeffion of our Faith, by any
Synodical or Presbyterial A7, It {eems
by this, it muft be a prophetical Act,
forete]hng what would be until the
Year 1742. But let that 47 be thought
as infufficient as it can poffibly admut,
and granting it was not fully fufficient

for the fecuring of an orthodox found
Mmtftry yet that is no Argument but
that the Confeffion of Faith has been
‘ ﬁlfﬁcmntly receiv’d by other A&ts: And
~ fo, in fa&, it has been, by the S}wadx
A& for that Purpofe, I think, in the
Year 3730 ‘wherein the Synod dedm?/}
. \
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All the Minific ?(s of the Synod o pre-
[fent, (except one that deciar'd bimfilf not
prepared) after propofing all the Scruples
any of them had to make againft any Ar-
n‘n‘/ s and Exprefjions in the Confeffion of
Faith, and larger and fhorter Catechifis
of the Affemivly of Divines at Weftmin-
{ter, bave unanimoufly agreed in the Solu-
tion of thofe Scruples, and in declaring the
fard Confcjfion and Catecorfms, to be the
Corgﬁf on of our Faith; exccpt only [ime
Cloufes in the 20tb and 22d Chapters,

concerning which Claufes the Synod ao -
ranimoufly declare, that they ds ot recerve
thefe Articles in any fuch Senfe, as to Jup-
pofe the crvil Magifirate hath a controul-
zrg Power over Synods , with Refpelt
to theExercife of their minifterial Antho-
.ru‘;' , or Power to perfecute any for ther
Religion ;5 or in any Senfe con trary to the
Protey! rmf Succe//mz to the Throne of
Great-Britain.  Here you fee the Syned
have received the whole Weftminfter Con-
feflion of Faith and Cateehifms, as the
Confetlion of their Faith without any Ob-
jection or Difficuity, fave o,nly fome Clau-
fes in the 20th and 23d-Ghgprers ; which

C]auics,-
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Claufes, it feems the Synad fuppofed

maght be {o underftood, as maintaining,
that Magiftrates have a controuling Pow-
er over }fﬂods in the Exercife of their
Minifterial Authority, a Powet to perfes
cute Perfons for their Religion, and that
-the Popifh Prefender had a Right to the
Throne of Great Britain, and in thefe
Senfes, they declare they d) not.receive
thofe Claufes. And now, if the! declat-
ing againft receiving thofe Claufe$ in any
fuch Senfes as thefe, be a good Ob-
jection agamit the S5 mad let any fober
Proteftant, efpecially Pre_f/?)yz‘ermﬂ judge.
This controulmg Power of the civil Ma-
giﬁmte over Synads over-ruling and hin-
dering them in the Exercife of their
Fceleiiaftical Authority, is a great Part
of that unlawful Supremacy and headfhip
over the Church, which the Preflyterian
Church has always declar’d againft ; and
vet Mr. Creaghead ﬁnds fault with the
Smd for this (pag. 8. of Lis Preface)
which Jam periwaded he wou’d not do
if he knew what he faid. In the
fame Page he fays, « the ctvil Magiftrate

has certa-mly a Power to punifh PG-HB.
n for
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for cntertammg( erroncous Principles.”
That the Magiftrate has Power to punifh
Perfons, 1f they will fpread and tcach
their Hereﬁes to the perverting of the
Goipel, and poifoning the Church I do
notdeny, butthat he may punith Per-
{ons, mercly for entertaining erroneous
Prmn_}p]cl, 1S a groundlefs unreafonable
Notion.
¢ -Moreover, in the Year 1736, the Sy
nod declare, that they have adopted and
ftill do ’ldhﬁ to the Weftminfler Contels
fion, Catechifims and Directions, with-
out the leaft Variation or Alteration, and
without any regard to the Diftinétions in
the foremention’d P:ehmm ary A&, It
{eems {ome People were Jealous from the
firft prchmmﬂiy At (Wrthout knowing
or confidering that the Symod had after-
wards agreced 1n the Solution of all the
Scrul.»]cc. which any of ‘them had concern-
ing any Articles or E:xpreﬁlons in theCon-
,rcmon of Faith, and {fo had unanimoufly
adopted and mccwed it ina fix’d determi-
natc Manner, asbefore related) that the
Syncd were about to vary and Alter the
Confcflion and Directory, and et up new

| Prmmples
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Principles of Rf.‘(ll"l()ﬂ and Government
contrary thereto. In Anfwer to which
jealoufes, the Synod declares, that they ad-
here to the Wellminfler Lollfciﬁon Ca-
techifms and Dir eCtory, without fhe leaft
Variation or Alteration : Which view of
the Cafe takes away all Mr. Creaghead's
pretence for calling this Dpc.hlratmn No-,
torioufly Falfe, (Pag.~. 8. of his Preface.)
Mr. C rmn'/.;eﬂd may reauly remember
that when our two Pre:/lvyterzes were met
together, Jun 3. 1741. atter the Separati-,
on 1n the Synod, we declar’d and record-

ed, that we adhered to the Weflminfier.
éonf efjion of Faith, Catechifms, and Di-
reclory, as clofely and fully as ever the Sy=
nod of belade/pbm in any.of their publick
Acts and Agreements about them: He
may likewife remember, that. the firft
time our Prefbytery met by it. felf, aften
the faid Separation, at. # bzz‘eflay-Creek
we did unanimoufly. agree and declare
the Weflminfler Cnfeffion of Faith, and.
Catectifms, to be the Confeffion of our
Faith, Wlthout zny Confideration of, or
Relation to any former AC of Syrzad
whatfoever. '

And

¥ .
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And now after all this, what thinking
Perion can pofiibly believe with Mr.
Creaghead, thatthe Wefiminfter Cenfejji-
on of Farth, lmb ncver been receiv’d by
Sviod or 1 "; oftvtery in this Province,
And for far ther Satisfaction concer nINg us
in this point, I refer to the A& of our
Prefiytery when Mr. Creaghead gave In
thete Reafonstous; which A& he has
chiciiy publifh’d in his Prctace, with a
Number of very weak Remarks upon it.
And to the Judicial Declasation made

his fame Year, byboth cur Prefbyteries
conjunctly, latciy pubhﬂ* d.

His 2d. Reafon is pretty much a-kin
to the 1ft. And indeed had he put them
both together they had been both weak
enough for one. ¢ The 2d Reafon, fays

he, of ny recceding from the prefent
Ecclefiaftical Judicatures of this Church,

as they are now conftituted, is, becaufe
the aforefaid abominable A& (1729).
is ftill the very Ground and Foundation
of the Church in thefe Parts; it being
the very Terms upon which it is pretend-
ed, that the 27cfiminfter Confeffion of Fasth

was, and is ftill S yaodically and  Pref-
byterially
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byterially recerved c.” p. 27.28. How
little 1s in this Reafon, futhciently appears
from what I have ofﬁ:r d already. I on-
ly add here, that the Dotlrine contain’d
in the Weftminfter Confeffion, Catechifms
and Dzr:ﬁary, which is the Do&rine of
God’s Word, Jesus CurisT himfelf
being the Chlef Corner Stone, 1s the
very Ground and F oundatlcm of the
Church inthefe Parts, from which Mr.
Creaghead hasbeen pleaicd to break off.

The ¢ third Reafon, fays he, (pag.
28.)of myreceeding or WIthdmwmg from
the prefent Judicatures of this Church,
as they are now conftituted, 1s, becaufe of
another corrupt Synod:zcal Aé’c made in
the Year 1734. yet unrepeal’ d, which is
as follows, “ Woe are a particular Church
and nat to be a Part of any particular
Church in the World with which we are
united, by the joint Exercife of Church
Government ; andare not accountable to
the Judicial Enqmry of any Superiour
Ecclefiaftical Judicatures upon Earth.
Therefore, if we do notexert the Autho-
rity inherent ] in s, mmtammg thc Pu-
sy of Gofpel-Truths, it

- B - il

Powcr
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Power of any Cuperior Ecclefiaftical Ju-
dicatures authoritatively to call us in
queftion for ourNeglect, or for our Errors

or Herefiesif we fhou'd be corrupted

with them.” This A& or DPeclaration
(or whatever 1t may be call’d) of the Sy-

nod, or Commuflion of the Synod, 1s in
M. Creaghead’s Account very cerrupt In-
deed. Hecan’t percetve, if it be true;
put we have renounced our Baptifmal
Vows in fome Meafure; for then and
there, fays he; “ we were received as a
part of Chrift’s vifible Church in our
native Land.” He affers it 1s anevident
diffowning of the Wefiminfier Confeflion
entirely in all the Parts of it ; becaufe
it feems we cannot polflibly be of one and
the fame Faith with another particular
Church, ‘without belng a part of it, {o
as to be united with it in the joint Exer-
cife of Church Government. Here 1s
odd fort of Reafoning indeed, efpeci-
ally from one under the Character of a
Minifter of the Gofpel ; enough to fur-

prize any one that has but common un-

derftanding. I am truly grieved for Mr.

Creaghead’s fake, but aboye all for Re-
ligion
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ligions fake, that( it 157 {o expos'd to the
Contempt of vain Men, by the Weaka
acfs ofthis Performance of his. Again
he fays; n this A, wonderful Pride
¢ difcover’d, butonme flep below the awful
Arrogancy of the Pope of Rome, he Ar-
rogates a Power cver all civil and eccle-
Jiaftical Autbority, the Synod are beyond
all Eccle epaftical only. The Ground of
this Charge is the Synod’s laying, thar
they are a particular Church, not united
with any other particular Church in the
World, bythe jont Exercife of Church
Government ; and fo not accountable to
the judicial En quiry of any fuperior Eccle-
paftscal fudicatures upon Earth. If the
Synod’s meaning in this Minute were,
that there cou’d not poffibly be any (i
perior Judicature conven’d, according
to the true Plan of Church Government,
that cou’d authoritatively call this, or a-
ny other particular Church to account for
Eirrors or Herefies, I wou’d condemn it
as well as Mr. Creaghead : For doubtlefs
one particular national Church; if it de-
generates 1nto Errors and Herefies, may
tegularly be call’d to account by a Ju-
| C dicature
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dicature made ulg of Church Officerscom-
miffioned for that Purpofe, from feveral
fuci: Particular Churches; tho’ {uch a
Tring for the mecft part, 1s always 1m-.
anLllLub ¢ to be done, by Reafon of
the great Diftance of the Places, and
on many other Accounts: But if the
Meaning of:the Minute be, as I think it
plainly is, from the Scope and Connext-
on of the Words, that the Synod being
the Repreientatwe Body, and higheﬁ',
Judicature of the Prefbyterian Church in.
thefe Parts of the World, and not being:
united to any other parﬂcular Church, in
the joint Exercife of Church Government
with it, there is therefore no fuperior.
Church Judicature over this Synod, au-.
thoritatively tocallit ta account, either.
here or in any other partlcular ﬁngle
Church ; thenitisbota juft and Trme.
For fuch particular diftinct. Churches not-
united together in the joint Exercife of:
Government, but having the whole
governing and. ordering of them-
felves, within themfelves feparately, are
‘but equal to one another : The one has

not a fuperior . Authority over another
‘ (0
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b callto it #2n Account, anymore than one
Congrcgational Seffion has fuch fupe-
rior Authority over another Seffion, or
one particular Prefbytery over another

Prefbytery. To -convince Mr. Creaghead

of his miftakes here, T won’d afk him,
whether the particular Church of Scetland

inthat Kingdem, be accauntable or not

to any fupertor Judicature, of any othet
particular Church in the World ? If he

fays no, then by his Rule the Church
of Scotland 1s but one Step below the
awful Arrogancy of the Pope of Rome,
beyond all Ecclefiaftical Authority. If
he fay 1ti1s inferior and accountable to
to fome otker Chmrch, I wou’d know,
which that Sapertor Church 15, and how
it canie by that Prerogative, and- what
other Church is again Superior to it, tc
which it muft be accountable r and fo
on from oneto another till we come to
the laft Supreme Church of ali ; which }
think will be but little Aok the Arro-
- gancy of the Pope indeed, claiming
Supreme Jurisdiction over all the Chur-
ches in the World. Thusit is Manis
feftthat parncular Sifter Chmches in dif-

C2 ferent

a
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ferent Countries (and Nations, are equal
to one another in Power and Authonty,
and {o cannot be accountable to one ano-
ther, by any Superior Authority of one
over another, but muft be accountable
only to hwher Judicatures than either of
them ﬁnglv made up of the feveral
Churches. I wou’d farther defire to
know of Mr. Creﬂgbﬂad why two parti-
cular Churches can’t poflibly be of the ve-
ry fame Faith, and bothhavethe veryfame
Confeffion of F aith, without being uni-
ted together in the joint Exercife of Go-
vernment, {oasthat one of them muft
‘have a Supenou Authority over the
other, and how: it comes to be a renoun-
cing of our Baptifm to remove from one
fuch Church to another ? If Mr. Creag-
bead’s Rezfoning here were reduced to
Rule, how glaring wou’d it look. The
Syned declare the Church in this C oun-
try, 1s a particular Chureh, not to be a part
of any particular Church in the Wor ld
with which it 1sunited, by the joint Ex-

crcife of Church Governrnent therefore
they have renounced in fome Meafure

their Baptifm, And the Reafon of ths
Confcquencc
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Confequence is, becaufec fome of them
were born and blpﬂzcd in Ireland, then

and there they were received by Baptifin
as Members of the vifible Church of

« 1]

Chrift in their Native Land. And now,
does not this well fthew the Connexion
between the Antecedent and Confequent
in the Argument? O, amazing folly'
Were it not that the Perfons_ for whofe
ufe I write, do not underftand the Me-
thod of rcaionmg by artificial Rules,
I might go on in the fame Way and thew
how rldlculeuﬂv inconfequential are all
his other Confequences. As to give only
one Inftance morg this way, the Synod
{ay, they are not a Part of any particular
Church 1% the World, wath awhich they are
united by the joint Exercife of Church
Government 5 therefore they are not of
the fame Faith with any other Church ;

and do difown the Weflminfler Confeffi-
on entirely in all the Parts of it: And
the Reaion of the Confequence is, be-
czule they are not united with any other
Church asa Part of it, by the joint Ex-
ercife of Government, and becaufe the
We jfmnz er Confeflion is the Coﬂfeﬁim}
0
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of anotacr Church, w2z, the Church of
Scotlond. Now, wlmt Ci onnexion have
any of thefe Propefitions with one ano-
ther ¢ What hinders that two Churches
cannot be of the fame Faith ¢ Why but
the Wifiminfler Confeflion may be the
Confefiion of two Churches or of ten, as
well as of one? What impofiibility is
there 1 1t?

But Mr. Creaghead finds another dread-
ful awful Thinginthis A&tyet. By #iss
AT, ﬁys he, there appears to be a real
E;zc‘mm‘bmem‘ upon the Royal Prerogatives
of the Son of Ged, who alome bas all the
Poaver and /ullmrz{y of bis Chuich IN-
HERENT in bimfelf 5 neither cver Fud
the beft Synod or Prelbytery on Larih,
nor ever fhall have anv Power or Aitheri-
ty over any Par z‘of God’s Inberitance mhe-
rent 722z them.—---{he Power or Autlo-
#i1ty that any Synod or Prefbytery  bas, 1s
derived from Chrift, be is the Spring and
Fountain, &c. Here is fome more {trange
fort of arguing, all from a miftake of
the meaning of a Word. Alas, muit
Mr. Crmgbmd be told at this Txme of
Day, what is the Meaning of the Word

Ihbf' rent
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Diberent.  He plainly imagines it figni-
fics a thing being 1 another preliminarily
and originally, asin its Spring and Foun-

tain, whereasit only fignifies ﬁmply,

being in any Thing : And fo thereis an
Authority of Ecelefiaftical Government
and Dicipline, Intrent in every Church
refiding in it, and belonging to it ; which
Authority is derived from Chrift, the
Head and: Fountain of all Authority in his
Church. Is it not affeCting to fee how
rafhly and confidently Mr. Creaghead
goes on with all this lumber of Miftake
and Abfurdity ? EHas be not by his own
Rules of reafoning renounced in fome:
Meafure his Baptifm, difown’d the #/-
minfter Confeflion m all the Parts of i,
and difcover’d wonderful Pride, but one:
Rep below the Pope’s Arm;ancy ? For
has. he not openly enough declar’d, that
He is united to io Church in the World
By the joint Exercife of Church Govern-
ment, unlefs it be hisown Seflion ? and
that he will be accountable to no fupeti-
- aur Judwcatureson Earth? I can be un-
d’er‘ no Tcmptatlon that I know of to

rthis A& of the. Synod; if it wetre
Corrupt

ek
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Corrupt and Sinful ; by the date it bedrs,
't was made before I had any concern
with the Syzod as a Member, and I don’s
remember that ever I read it or heard it
read, but in thefe Papers of Mr Creag-
bead, I'm apt to think that whatever was
done this way, was occafion’d by the
Affair of Mr, Hemphill, who at that time
was Preaching moit heretical falfe Doc-
trine, and met with his due reward from
the Syned: The AQ, or whatever it may
be call’'d, is manlfeﬁy an Argument of
the Sy;zod for their taking Care in fuch
a Cafe, feeing there was no fuperior Jus
dicature to infpe€t over them and call
them to account for Neglect &c. And
yet afterall ’'m informed there never
was any fuch Thing judicially concluded

upon in the Syrzad How that is Ican’t
tell : Ifit be {o, Mr. Creaghead has only
taken 1t upon truft from others Informa-
tion. Mr. Creagbead’s fourth Reafon 1s
the Minute of our two Prefbyterses con-
junétly, Aug. 1741. upon a Paper given
in to us from {everal private People, This
minute he haspublifh’d at large (p. 5. 6.

of his Preface) it {eems he is highly dif-
pleas’d
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pleas’d with th‘is(Mmutc becaufe it did
not anfwer the Defign of the chief Pro-
moters of that P'lper : Thefe were Per-
{fons who refufed Communion with us in
all Church-Ordinances, cn Account of
therr peculiar Opinions about the {o-
lemn League and Covenant; and their
main Defign, as i plain from the Paper,
was to get us to reneww that Covenant.
It is really admirable to me that fuch
Per{ons wﬂl not fee -_I_ld COHﬁdGl‘; how
fruitle’s and unreafonable it wou’d be
fora few private People themfelves alone,
to renew and f{wear to that Covenant |
which was a Leagué and Covenant be-
tween three Kingdoms, mutually entred
into by them, for the fettling and efta-
blithing of one uniform Religion in them

all, this was the End and Defign of it ;
and wou'd our {fwearing it by ourfelves
attain this End ? Certainly no, Could
fuch an A&ion of a few private Perfons
ratify and confirm aLleague andCovenant-
Agreement between feveral Nations?

Moreover the aforefaid principal Mana-
gers about that Paper, were upon a Plan ;
which Iam fince fatisfied, fome, whom

D they

" i
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tihcy got to jom t; em  1n fubf&rlbmb it

werc not aware of, viz, of reumoun 15
gnd difciarming a Suéjcﬂzm and Obedi-
ence to the Prefent civil Government cver
us, and all Courcla Communion with fuch
as will not jorn with them thevein ; which
are very finful antyfcriptural Extrava-
gancies. And now, if Mr. C. will be
difpleas’d with us, for difcountenancing
fuch Proceduresas thefe we cannot help
it. Mr. C. appears to be but an indiffe-
rent Hitorian as well as Fogician 3 when
he tells us, pag 32. That the gmerallz{},
both of Mﬂg’fem and. People in Charles
IId’s Reign, took the Oaths of Suprema<
ey, Abjuration, and all the finful Oatbs.
then 1mpos'd on Prefbyterl,ans For the
Thing 1t felf is falfe in Falt, And how
unjuft and unreafonableishis faymg, That,

we are treading inioe very [ame Steps, and
bolding on the wery fame Courfe (or rather
worfe). of dpoflacy, Bac.é_/kdmg and.
Defection, that ﬁu‘/: Mng/t’ers and Pecple
did tread in, who comply'd with all the

Defeclions in that Reign? One that will
fay this, for any-thing I fee, mayfay any

Thing that s contrary to.all Experience.
Do
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Do we affirm and fwear by {olemn Oath,

that the King’s Majeity is the only fu~
reme Governor in alt Caufes, as well
Eccleﬁaﬁmal as Civil? Do we oub[e& ouf
felves tg be governed by Diocefan Bifhops
in our minifterial Office ? If we do none
of thefe Things, how are we treading in
the very fame Steps with fuch as did
them ? If thefe Things were required of
us by Authority, as they were in that
bloody Period, I truft feveral wou’d now,
thro’ Grace, as well as then, yield up
their Lives before they wou’d contradic®
their Confciences, and betray the Inte-
refts of Chrift’s Church? But Mr. C. 1
find, in his Preface, has an Argument
ad bominem to prove us guilty of all the
Apoftacy, Perfecution and Blood-thed
carried onat that Time. Our Prefby-
fery had faid in their Minute, about the
oolemn  League and Ca‘uf’mﬂt that the
Breaking of it, after it was entred into
with that Eftablithment ofa Prelaticali,
or Eplfcopal Church-Government contra-
ry to it, and that furions Perfecution and
fheidmg of the Blood of the Saints that

cnfw:d upon it, were very crying and
D 2 7 awfully
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awfully aggrava t(ed Sins before Ged, for
which we have fhll Reafon to.fcar the
awful Stroaks of his Righteous Judgments.
Upon this Mr. C. offers an Argument
to this Purpof>, (pag. 20 of his Prefaue)
If we bave ffill Reafinto fear the Streke of
Tuftice for thofe cvils, then we are fome
way guilty of them, or elfe God muft be
charged with zfyzy?zce. As if it were con-
trary to the Juftice of God, that fush as
are innocentof the Crimes, for which pub-
lick national Strokes are hlﬂl@ttd thould,
notwithftanding, be involved in t"lc
common Calamity ; and, as ifGod could
not in Juftice, infiict Judluul Stokes, for
the Sins of a former Generation, upon
a following Generation without . their
being guilty of all the very fame Sins with
the former, tho’ they might be guilty of
other Sins -as Provoking. Who the
ma*‘;} among us are, prete nding to be
Prejivterians, as he fays, that avowed-
Iy Vindicate the complying ¢f Minifters
and People with that dreadful Apoftacy
I know not; for my Part, I never met
with one fuch and hope I never f{hall,
- His 52h Rf’rf[éﬂ he fays, s éemzf/é be

IINda g ] 726’3
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Imagines that neither the Governmént nor
Difeipline of the Church is rightly manag-

¢cd by us. And he proceeds to give his
Inftances of thus Mifmanagement; and
fitt, that when we were thruft out oy apart
oj‘ the Synod, we did nof then begin to confi-

der fomething of our Principles,and of Jome
Plar that we would adbereto 1n theGovern-
ment of the Church, This 18 really an odd
Story too! As if we had had our Prin-
ciples yet to feck at that time.of Day :
As if we had then to begin ta confider:
of them, what they fhould be, ‘When
we were unjuftly and arbitrarily thruft
put by a part of the Synod, we had no.
new fet of Principles,- nor any new Plan
of Church Government ‘then to. devife ;
we were fettled: in thefe ‘Things long be-..
fore - that ; we then  declared our Ad-
herence ftill to. the Wefiminfler Confeffi-
on of Faith, Catechifins and Dlrﬁ(ftory,
as before rf:lated 'we declar’d it to . be
our. Duty-. in thofe Cireumftances, as
Minifters and Rulersin God’s H@ufe to
carry. on the Government of the Church
according to the Rules of Prefyteriar
Jovernment ; ar,td for that purpofe, fet-
tled

=
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tled all the Merglbgrs of our two Prefly-
teries refpectively, and appointed both
Preflyteries to meet together ftated-
ly, as our higheft Judicatulc inform
of a Synod ; as may be iecn in our De-
elaration this prefent Year, now publifh’d.
Mr. €. Charges us with .motht.r Piece ot
m1ﬁnanagement This Year I think, fays
he, we were entirely to blame, bec aufe,
alths’ e bad cppointed a Synodical meet-
wig, we trifled away our Time doing no-
thing until the generality of People were
quite wearied out &S, Mr. C. knows well
enough that we had agreed before, at
the Meeting of the Synodthat Year to
enter our complaint againft thofe who had
protefted againft us, and to ¢laim our
Right as Members of the Synod, which
appear’d to be reafonable and nccdﬁll
particularly for our own Vindication,
the which, when the Synod met, we
accerdmgly did ; and becaufe, for the
Profecution of this Affair, and wailting
the Iffue ofit, we cou d not Judicially
meet by our ielvcs according to Appomt—-
ment, tilla few .ays after the appoin-
ted Tzrne, hence is this‘Charge of Mr.

Creaghead
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Crmgbma’ Anc:(l n%w how Groundlefs
it is, let the World judge ? For a fuller
undexﬁanumﬂ' of this Matter I refer to
the above-mention’d Declaration.

What are thefe Irregularities of Mr.
Rowland, and how little Church-Dici«
pline is exercifed towards him for them,
all which are fo evident to Mr. C, I do
not know: But I know tis eafy to make
things of this kind very evident to fuch
as are under the Government of Preju-
dice, tho’ never {o groundlefs. As a-
nather Inftance of eorrupt Management,
he fays, when it was told that one of
our Prefbytery had faid, that whofoever
ugre unto the ,l:recﬁ’ory, be or they were
perjured, yet tass  muyft be buried and
brought tono trial Few little is in t}u&
Reflection will prefently appear : Wh
‘; 16 atter was tDld before the Pﬂ' Dytery.
the Member who thou’d have ex prefs &

imielf{o; was not prefent; and it was
probably fuppes'd that the Converfation
between fald Member, and one or twu
other Men, might have been (whic
find fince to'have been indeed the Cafc}

about dwearing to:-qhierve every particular
* Prcfcnptlon
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Prefcription and Sentence within the Di=
reCtory; fome of which Prefcriptions
cou’d not now, mn ocur Time and Cir-
cumiftances be practiled ; and Inftances
of this {ort were given, and therefore it
was tho’t proper to reter the Perfon or
Perfons diffatistied, to fpeak with that
Member before thic next meeting of the:
Prefoytery, to {cc 1t they cou’d ot act
Satlsa(‘.hon in the matter wh ._m thevy Wa..rpi
diffatisfied about ; which if thev cou’d.
not obtain that Wa then the y might
bring the matter to 2 judicial hearing,
And now, what Groundis therc in this
for a Chargc of Corruption in the Ma-

nagement of Governmentand leClplme ?
If Mr. C. thinks that hecan {wear to per-
form and practife every | particular Diretti-
on and Sentence inthe Directory without
perjuring himfelf afterwards, I with he
wou'd allow himfelf tothink the Matter
over again, without rath Humour : if
he o fwear, he muft either perjure him-
felf, inthe Common Acceptation of the
Word, or elfe he muft pray for fuch
as are dead ; for therein itis direéted to

pray for the Cornfortmg of the i

F -== e L I T N S ———
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QueeN of Babemia, -Sifter to King

Charles, and for-the Rcf’ututlon and Efta-
blithment af the Illuftrious Prince Char les,
Eleétor Palatine.of the Rhine, to all his
Dominiors -and Dignities ; both-which
Perfons arenow dead, dt is 4ruly {trange
that .fome Perfons will not fee, .that:-fome
Things which may be proper and duty
in one Time and Circumftance, .in other
Times and -Circamftances may -be Un-
fuitable .and Impra&icable. Farther, if
Mr. €. fo Swearsto -the Dlrc&ory, he
muftpray “ for all 3n _Anthorsty, efpeci=
Iy for the KI-NG 'S Mdjgﬂy, that GOD
awould make bim -rich in Bleffings, both-sn
bis Perjan and Ga'vtrﬂment &c.”’ Whlch
1 doabt Mr. €. will not readlly do. Ie
may moreover confider, whether he ob-
lerves this DireCtion viz. Becaufe <the
Prayer which Chrifi taught bis Deféiples
15 not-only a pattﬁm of ‘Prayer, but st
Jelf a moft Comprebenfive Prayer ; we
recommend it a jo t0 be -ufed in the Pray 'S
of #he Chburch.” -and -whether 'he always
Marries Pcoplc in Places appe _f * tetl
'rby Amhm'lty f@r pubhek ‘W orfhi;
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Now if eny one fhou’d aflert, from:

what I have faid on this Caie, tnat I have
faid that the DireCtory enjoyns us to
pray for the Dead, what a Perveriion
would this be ? and what-an evil Difpo-
fition wouy’d it difcover ? And yet I don’t
much expect to pafs free of as unjuit
Reflettions,

Mr. Creaghead's laft Charge of Mii-
management in Difcipline againft us, is,
Tiat we did not fufficiently Cenfure one of
our NMembers, for not attending [everalof our
Prefbyteries andAppointments.  Surely he
has a good WIill to bring in Inftances
of Corrupt Management againft us, and
15 very f{carce of them too, thn he
brings in fuch a one as this. How
.Strangc and Lamentable is 1it, that
we fhou'd meet with fuch Treatment
from Mr. Creaghead ¢ 1t were eafy to re-
“movethe Reproach he tries to cait upon
us here, butindeed I do not think 1t
worth the Pains, itis a poor Reafon for
breaking off Communion if it were ever
{o True.

Mr. C. for a fixth Reafon of his Sepa—

I'atlon. tells us, INo fuch thing bas been ob-
z‘am 'd
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tzin'd as to get us judicially to tell, what
Part or Parts of the Weftminfter Confef=
fion we own and Maintain, or what Fuarts
we difewon and deny; what 1 have of-
fer’d on his firft Reafon fully Aniwers
this. How unpuftisitia Mr, C. to talk
at this rate, asif we deny’d Part of the
Confeflion of Faith, and weu’d not tell
what Part that was, but endeavour'd to
hide fome falle Principles, {fo that for
what any Body knew, wec might be as
grofs Hereticks as any in the World?
He adimires, he {ays, what Principles we.
are generally of ; but I'm fure I admire
more how Mr. C. cou’d fay {o, for he
can’t be Ignorant what Principles ‘we
are of ; and he knows that we Maintain
and Preach the true Gofpel of Jefus
Chrift, whatever unreafonable Prejudice
and Humour leads him to fay. And to .-
the fame {pring of Humour and Prejudice
I muft attribute his faying, That feves
ral  Mimiflers give dreadful Hints of their
Mind concerning the Confeffion. As to
the Minifters of our two Prefbyteries,
I'm well fatisfied thefe dreadful - Hints
are juft only his own dreadful Chimara’s
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- His feventh Reafon is, decanfe, he fays,

awein Words d ny Part of the Dzrf’cior),.
and cur Obligation to the Cevenants con-
fder’d as Cwmzzm‘s It 1s really pret-
ty hard to underftand his meaning here,
what he means by denying Part of thc
Diretory ; and harder vet to underftand
what he means by dcnymg our Obligati-
~on to the Covenants confidered as Cove-
nants. Asto the Scheme and Pattern
taid down in the Hefiminfler Direltory
for the Worfhip of God, and Govern-
ment and leClphm of the Church, we
deny no Past ofit; as may be feen at
large in our late Declaration, We fay,
indeed, there are fome Direétions in the
Dlrcéto {fuch as are merely accidental
to the ﬂandmé Plan, for Worfhip and
Government, Wthh were {uitable to the
Statc and Time that the Churches in
the three Kingdoms were then in, which
ate hot fonow ; fome of which I have a]-
teady mention’d upon his sth Reafon :
Andif Mr. C. will call this a denying
Part of the DireCtory, we can’t help it;
but I am fureitis improper enough to

eall it fo; And if this be denwng li1
o ¢
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he muft own that he denies part of E‘_._.

himfelf, as I have fhew’d before, Nay,
according to his Principles, I think he
muft rcally and properly deny a Part of
it, which directs ta pray for all in Au-~
thorlty, efpecially for the King’s Majelty,
e, According, to his Priciples he canmot
think that this DireCtion was right or
fuitable in that Tinte and Circumftance 3
 becaufe that Kin g whom the Wiflmin-
fler Aflembly direted to be {o acknow-
ledged and prayed for, vz King:
CuARLES 1}, never took the Solemn
League and Covenant, but always a
peared averfe to it. And now judge WE.
it is that propetly denies Past of the Di-
retory, Mr. Creaghcad or we. We
Profeis and Maintain the felf fame Re-
ligion which was engaged to by the
ngdoms of Secotland and England in
the Solemn League and Covenant in all the
Parts of it, in Do&rine, Worthip, Go-
vernitient and chip]mc, as the true Re-
llglon of Jefus Chrift in all thee Parts
of it And hew do we then deny,
and endeavour to overthrow, as he fays,
Eh@ whole covenanted Bcfonmuon
whcrx
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when we profefs and mamntain the ~very
Thing ? And how can Mr. C. juftify
his Separation from us, when we Main-
tain the very {fame Religion, which he
Profcfles to be for? If 1113 meaning, in
our being oblized to the Covenants con-
fider'd as Cov enants, be, that we are
obliged to profeis and adhere to this Re-
ligion in all its foremention’d Branches,

by our Progenitors engaging themfelves
to it In tllﬂlt, Cove nants furely either
this, or the contrary Opmmn about this
Matter, 1s buta Circumitance about Re-
Loion, not of fuch Weight or Moment
as to rent and divide the Lhurcn upon :
While 1t is the true Religion that {uch as
be of this Opinton, beleive they are this
way obliged to: and fuch as.nay be of

the other Opinion, believe they are o-
bliged to the very fame R,cllgzon by the
Authority of God n his Word. In this
Cafe the fame Religion 1s profefs d by
both, & both may be equally conicientious
and ﬁeadfaﬁ in their adherence to it, if
the authority of God be of fufficient
weight, which fure Mr. C. will not de-
ny, Let Mr. C. then confider whether

. 1t
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it 1s Religton 1tfelf, or meerly a Circum-
ftance concerning it that he is {fo hot a-
bout, as to cndeavour to rent the Church
in pieces for it. ‘ .

And now I am come to his eighth
and laft Reafon, which, he fays, fows
from a Lctter awhich goes under Mr.
Gilbert Tennent's Name, publifly’d lately
i the News-Papers. This Letter Mr.
C. very much preverts, and difcovers
very much of a prejudiced Spirit upon
it. When Mr. Tennent found that fuch
a Letter of his was publifh’d) and fo
mifconftruted by many, he publifh’d
an explication of it to remove fuch mif~
underftanding ; which I fhall here infert,
as {ufficiently anfwering all Mr. Greag-
bead’s Exceptions. It isas follows,

Mpr. Franklin, _
, Orafmuch as a Letter of mine to Mr.
- Dickenfon the laff of February, to-
gether with a Pofifcript, lately prin-
ted 1n the Bofton weekly News-Paper, bas
occaproned various Reflections, I bave thought
1t not improper (being thereto éxcited by
fome Friends) to fbew my Intention in fome
Paflages contained therein, whichk a

re

o
.

nare
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more liable to ]l(:f /(iﬂﬂ? ullion, I profefs
that awben Twrote the aforefaid Letter and
Pojifcript, I bad not the leaj} Thought of
therr Publication ; nciiher bave Iat any
Time.confented theretoy and truly the Poft-
ferspt was wrote i wiech Ho ﬁf;‘ -
Asto myConfefjion of Mifinanagement 1
tbeﬂﬂmraf Debate with the Syfwn’ 1t ye-
[fpected onlythe Defcttsawhich concerved at-
tended my Manner of Perfornung, what 1
dsd then and do fiill look upon to be Dusy. I

-auas notthen, nor bave not been fince, convin-

sed that the Matter or ‘Subfiance of wbat I
xontended ‘for was wron g 3 and the Words
-of .the Letter confidered in thcsr Conneétion,
wwill eafily bear ‘ths Senfe.

- As to.the Poflfcript, althe’ I queflion
not Mr..Davenport’s Piety and Integrity,
and bope that be bas been an Inflrument of
jfpecial Gaod to dyvers:Penfons ; yet 1 cannot

apprm of Jome of bis Methoas of .Proced-
ing (according to the Reprefentation which

:m . geveof them) and, particularly, all
the Inflances inthe Pcy' /crzpt are in-my
«Opruton Very exceptronadle an. of burtful
‘Tendency. _
It: feems Lo e very uuxeafsnas
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ny thing fhould be made a Term of Com-

munion which cannot certainly be krnowr
by the Cbzzrcb and fuch doubtiefs, :re
Men's gracious Ex periences, the fecret Re-
ceffes of the Heart and Spn ngs of Attion,
are only open to the all penetrating Fye of
God : Yet feeini a probable Knawle(/ge of
Men'sStates towards God, may be attained
by an Examination of Men's Princs ples,
Experiences and Praltice, Minifters no
doubt ought to enguire ‘into the ‘State of
their Flock, and deal fai tiofully and di j'
cretely i th Perfons in a private Way, ac=
cording as Things appear to them.
 As to the Praétice of [etting up f parate
Meetings, upon the [uppofed Urzregmeracy
of the Paflors of Places; it 15, in my
Fudgment, of unbappy Cwy'egumce to the
Church’s Peace and Purity, when the Mi~
nifters, fuppofed to be unconverted, are
Jound in Principle, regular in Praétice
and Favourers of the Work of God.

But when the Minifters confpire to bla ks
en and oppofe habitually the late memo:ble
Revival of God’s Work in this Land, and
Brand the Whole of it “with. Terms of tie
rﬂzfﬂ Contempt and’ AT N0mIn y Then 1

e not bow any that fear God Can ft con-

'y




(42 )
tentedly under their Minifirations (if they
per/fift as ajorefard) without becoming ac- .
ceffary to their crimfon Guilt.

Altho' there be wo Probabsiity ef uncon-
verted Minifiers being mear fo ferviceable
to the Salvation of Mankind, as Perfons
of another Claraller ;. yet, doubtlefs, the
Jovereign God makes their labours of fome
U, at Times, for the Infiruétion and Re-
jarma tion of Mankind,

As to the Prattice of openly expofing Mi-
wiftcs, foundin Dollrine, blamelefs inLife,
and F ;Z'UOZ(?‘F?'J'QJ God's Work (who are [up-
pojed oy jame to be unconverted) in publick
Difcourfes, in their own Pulpits, by. calling
of them by their Names, pronouncing Sen-
tence againfl their internal State and ex-

borting their People to forfake their Mi--
wiftry ; this 1think is @ very extraord: nary
and unaccountavle Method of Proceeding,
without any Precedent that I know of in
Scripture or Church Hiftory ; 1t direlily
tends to tear the Body of Chriff in Pieces
and.to procure a mamﬁ?ld and pregnant In-

Jury to all the valuable Interefls of fincere

Religion..
As to the Pratlice of [ending out un-

fearned Men.into the Minfiry, inordinary
Cafes
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Cafes, upom the Suﬁoﬁtzm of their Piety,
it bas been always, and flill is my Senti-

ment concerming it, that it juftly deferves
the Charaller grven 1t in the Pofifcript.
- Likewsfe, I cannot percerve either De-
cency or Expediency, in finging in the
Streets ; but om the contrary, i1t [eems to
minifler Occafion to the Adverfaries of
Religion to revile and blafpheme.
1 fine, altho Ifreely own the abfolute
N. m,jﬁ!f 'y of fupernatural Dlumination and
divine Energy, in order tothe [aving In-
[frultion of Men's Minds and Renovation
qf therr Hearts ; yet I cannot but dif-

tlaim all Pretence to immediate In ifpirati=
on or opjetirve Revelation, all following
of tmmediate Impulfes wi thout Confuiting
the Word of God, and the Dillates of

right Reajon, as an enthufiafical and
pertlous Ignis Fatuus, which may lead
its delued Votaries into the ﬂraﬂgg/? Ab-
Jurdsties in Opinion, and moff enormous
Euvils in Pralice.

New-Brunfwick,
Auguft 19. 1742
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P. S. N. B. ‘Tbe P{?ﬂﬂ‘rzpt of the

Letter to Mr. Dickinfon, was occafioned
by a Report of Mr. Davcnport s extra-
ordinary Condull, and bad a dirc(l Rfjfﬂ
rence toereto. It may be alfo obferv 'd,
that there are feveral Words mifprinte d
in the aforefaid Letter and Pojtfcript,
_[imb as Pickifls for Pietiffs ; bafe, for
2 ' Bafis ; of fuch, for to fuch ; clear View,
Jor clearer View ; the laft Errata cczg/ -
demév/y alters the S enfe,
G. T

N ow after this Explication which Mr.

7. has given of his own Letter I need
fay no more upon it in anfwer to M.
C. only that I know Mr. C. faw this
Explication long before he publithed
thefc his Reafbns {o that one wou’d
think he cou’d hardly mifs knowing

~ that he wronged Mr, 7. in what he
Jhad faid uvpon his Letter; and yet he
publifh’d what he had drawn up upon

" '

¥ without Alteration. And moreover,
altho, Mr. C. brings in this Letter as onc
of the Reafons of hlS breakmg oﬁ' ﬁ‘om
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not any of t‘lc Reafcms on which he
broke off, for he had done it openly.
enough before ever he faw or knew any
thing of fuch a Letter. I fhall only
. add this one Enquity to Mr, C. abaout
, whether be thinks. that to be the right
'ay of managing the Government and
D:/r, ipline of the Church, to flart and ﬂy
off from Communion when ever be Jup,
pofesa Member to have done amifs, wi tb-
but ever attempting to br:mg the Matter
to a judicial Tryal?.
And now I have gone through aHMr,
C’sReafons for his {eparating from us, and
valeant quantum.valere poffunt, let all the
Weight be allow’d them that reafonably.
can be, and let any confiderate fob
Peifon Judgc whether he had fufficient
Reafon and Caufe to do as he has done.
And whether it be Right in the Sight
of God to go with him into the fame
groundlefs Separation. O Sirs, copfi-
der the many preffing Injun&lons of
Chrift and his Apoftles to Unity and
Brotherly Love among his People. How
- difpleafing it is to our Dear: Lord, and

injuriqus to his Intcrcﬁs, caufeleffly to rent
| and
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and tear his Church in Pieces. How

it mars the Benefit and Succefs of
the preached Gofpel, and hinders
the mutual Comfort and Ufeful-
nefs of God’s People to one another,
nay, makes them rather Hurtful and
grievous to each other, and Oh, how does
it pleafec and harden the Enemies of
vital Godlinefs. Indeed the hurt
of it to Chrift’s Intereft, and our own
Souls cannot be exprefs’d. Behold with
Lamertation and Grief of Heart the
fad Effets of it which your Eyes
may fee, Come and lament with me
while I go on to obferve, that altho’

Mr. C. in his Reafons only {peaks of

receeding and wihdrawing from our Ju-
dicatures, yet he has not only withdrawn
from being a Member of our Judica-
tures, but refufes all Chriftian Com-
munion with us in any Holy Ordinan-
ces, and endeavours with all s Force
to perfwade People that it 1s a dread-
ful Sin to hear any of us preach the Gof-
pel. What unjuft, falfe and horrible re-

prefentations does he make of wus!

As very corrupt in the Principles of
Religion




(47)
Religion without being able to fhew ot

Doctrine that we are corrupt in, as bafe
Time {ervcrs, joyned with the Whore,
and one Body with the Romifth Har-
lot, that we can hum and haw about
Conviction and Converfion, that they will
fay, why is not the Lord wztb us ¢ But.bow
can the Lord be with them, when they are
profefs’d Enemies fo bim¢ Thus, by one
Dafh, he denies all that Work to be
of God which he has been pleafed to
arry on by our Miniftry; and by .fuch
Methods as thefe he endeavours to raife
poor credulows and rath Hearers to a
warm Abharrence of all Communion,
lefs or more, with (:ods Serva.nts and
ECBP‘C. AINCS - CHArACIGES
"which he and fome of }us Com ol
on arc p]cafcd to Dbeft w upon s,
*ﬂfmll not pleafe our common Ad\mﬁl—-
£ies Wth rclatmg a.nd nh, that I could

the amous Mr Halzéurtm on Ius dymg
Red who died in the Year 1712) whofe:
5 M the Cburch fm hﬂb Lm-




Piety) refpeting Rents and Divifi-
ons, are wortny our Confideration.
Upon Occafion of an Oath that was
then going thro’, he thus exprefles him-
{elf, (fee the Memair: of his Life pag.
230) “ As tothe Matter of the Oath;
« let every one be fully perfwaded in his
¢« own Mind. As thefe who are clear
% fhou'd guard againft every Thing
« that may endanger the Peace of the
« Church, fo likewife others who
“ are not clear, cannot get over the
« Difficultys, and cannot 1n Conicience
« and Duty comply; they are bound
¢¢ in Conicience not only to abftain
% from feparating, but laborioufly to con-
#%¢ vince their People that it. ftrikes
% at the Root »f Church Communion.
¢« _Jf Minifters go on in feparating Cour-
.# fes, the Refult of it will be, People
@ will be taken up with the Publick
¢ and forget private Religion, whoever
"4 gley are that do fo, they will have

& an Acceffion to this: We fhall have ,
¢ People running about feeking to have
¢ their Ears gratified that love nrotthe
& Power of Godlincfs: We'll geta PIUhLE
- B N e mt =7 ¢ Tick




