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At aMEETING of the MEMBERS of the ALBANY BIBLE
‘SOCIETY, held in the North Dutch Church, in the City of
.Albany, the 12th day of February, 1811.

RESOLVED, That the thanks of the Society be presented to
‘the Rev. Dr. BLATCHFORD, for the excellent Sermon which he
thas this evening delivered, and that a copy of the same be re-
,quested for publication.

Extract from the Mmdeao
-JOHN STEARNS, Sec’ry.



A SERMON, &.
.- HOSEA v, xil.

1-HAVE W]il'fTEN" TO HIM THE GREAT
* "THINGS OF MY LAW, BUT THEY WERE
< «COUNTED AS A STRANGE THING.

- C THESE words were uttcred by 2
holy prophet, under the exprefs command of
God, concerning the Jews. The Jews were
a nation highly diftinguithed of heaven, and
were particularly ftyled God’s chofen and pe~
culiar people.  They defcended immediately
from Abraham who was the friend of God;
and, to anfwer fome of the gracious purpofes
of the Almighty towards a guilty and ruined
.~ world, they were feparated from the nations

around them by privileges peculiar to them-
felves. Among the fplendid advantages they
poflefled was this, that ¢ 7o tbem were commit-
ted the oracles of God.”’* .
A revelation from God, my brethren, is a
thing of immenfe value: they, who enjoy it,
are laid under unceafing obligations to obey it,

* Rom. 3, 2.
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to make its facred contents familiar to their
hearts, and in all their conduct to exemplify
its folemn maxims. To treat it with neglect,
is to trifle with its divine author, and to betray
a deftitution of principle, an ingratitude of foul
which words can never exprefs. Yet it would
feem this people, fo elevated in point of privi-
lege, and fo favored of heaven, gave occafion
for the complaint of our text; a complaint
which they had never heard, had not he who
made it known the value. of his own gift; «“ I
have written to bim the great things of my law,
but they were counted as a firange thing.”
" In treating on this paflage I fhall
I. Shew that the fcriptures were written by
the infpiration of God. * = - —
I1. That they deferve the charater’ given
them in the text; ¢ the great things of God’s
law.” ' L '
III. That they fhould not be counted as a
frange tbing, but be univerfally acknowledg- -
- <d, and cordially received. S
“ J. The fcriptures were written by the infpi-
ration of God. ' ' R
This is a point of great ‘confequence ; for if
the bible be not the word of God, we are bound .
to reje it as we would the impoftures of Ma- .
homet or the dreams of Zoroafter. Partsof it; .
- indeed, might claim the attention of a fpecula-
tive philofopher ; but what then ? We fhould
be driven back to the religion of nature, to be
raced out by the dim light of human reafon,
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“adways Hable to err, and- almoft always in the
wrong. : The truth of the {criptures lies at the
foundation of that excellence which they claim,.
and it is fufceptible of proof from a variety of
confiderations.

- Here I might go into a long detail of reafon-
ing and fhew you the truth of the fcriptures,
and.confequently prove that they are of divine
authority. It might be made abundantly evi-
dent- from the genuinefs of the facred books,
and the truth of the principle falts which they
contain. = From the manner in which divine .
providence has guarded and protected them
from age to age, and handed them down to ws.
From the vaft importance of their hiftories,
their promifes, their threatenings and their
prophecies.  From the language, ftyle and
manner of writing, with the great number of
particular circumftances of time, place and per- .
foris mentioned in them.  From their agree-
ment with natural and civil hiftory, and their
agreement with themfelves and with each oth-
er. From the unity of defign evidently mani-
fefted in the difpenfations recorded in the fcrip-

.tures, and from the neceflity of divine commu-
nications, miracles and prophecies in the infan-
cy of the world. From the moral charater of
Chrift, the prophets, and apoftles. From the
excellence of the do@rines contained in the fa-
cred books, with the aftonithing advantages
which have accrued to the world in confe-
quence of divine revelation ; and alfo, from the
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nature and fuperior excellence of the attempt.
made by Chrift and his apoftles, as it refpects.
the happinefs of this life, and that-which is to:
come.* : ,'

On each of thefe topics, and on many otha:
ers, much might be faid; and, in purfuing
them, an abundant fatisfattion would be en<:
~ joyed by the ferious inveftigator of truth.—-
He would be abforbed in the wifdom and good-
nefs of the moral governor of the univerfe, who:
has been pleafed to blefs us with a revelation:
of his will, and rejoice that God hath not left:
himfelf without witnefs ; butguarded and fup-
ported his own word by a body of evidence,
- under which, indeed, carping infidelity. might’
groan, but which it can never. overthrow. -

We could not do juftice to thefe arguments
in the compafs of a difcourfe ; and all'we can
attempt is the felection of a few.. .

Now, -the beft proofs for the truth of the
{criptures are taken from the fcriptures them-
felves. The word of God is.called a light; -
and it is fo becaufe it hath the peculiar proper--
ty of light ; thatis, i difcovers stself. -

Among the internal proofs of the infpiration
of the fcriptures, are the juft exhibition they:
afford of the character of God :—The. purity’
of their precepts :---And the truth of their pro-
phecies. A

“* See these arguments excellently discussed in Hartley’s 0b- '
servations on man, vol. 2. Or, for want of this author; that’

part of his work, containing these arguments, may be found in-
Bp. Hatsoit’s collection of theological tracts, vol. 5. :
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THE cHARACTER oF Gob. -

God is reprefented in the fcripture in all
thofe fublime and juft characters which we
cannot but admit thould belong to the deity.
Is it neceflary to the Alpha and Omega—the
- beginning and the ending—the glorious crea-
tor—the almighty father—the moral gover-
nor of the univerfe, and judge of heaven and
of earth, that he fthould be a {pirit, eternal, un-
changeable, omnipotent, omnifcient, omnipref-
ent, infinite in wifdom, {potlefs in purity, in-
flexible in juftice, invariable in truth, inexpref-
fible in glory, and boundlefs in goodnefs ? In
thefe divine -chara&ers, the fcriptures clothe
the divinity ; and what is left to men or to an-
gels but to bow down and adore ! Let us ap»
proach with reverence and hear what Jehovah
faith concerning himfelf. .

““ 1am the firft, and I am the laf}, and befides
« me there is no God.” < With whom there is
“ no wvariablenefs nor fhadow of turning.’---
« The Lord God almighty, which was, and is,
““andis to come.’ “ Bebold the beavens and
“« the heaven of heavens cannot contain him.”
«« Holy and reverend is bis name.” ¢ The mof}
<< bigh dwelleth not in temples made with hands.”
«« God is a fpirst and will be worfhipped in fpi-
< rit and in truth.””  “ He is a God of truth,
“ juft and right is be.” ¢ The Lord, the Lord
« God, merciful and gracious, long fuffering and
¢ abundant in goodnefs and truth ; keeping mer-
“¢ cy for thoufands, jbrgz;;)ing iniquity, t:'arfgrrq/'-
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¢ fion and fin, and that will by no means clear
« the guilty.” < Hell is naked before him and
« deftruction bath no covering.” < The eyes of
«¢ the Lord are in every place, bebolding the evil
“ and the good.” < Who bath meafured the
<« aaters in the hollow of bis band, and meted out
«¢ beaven with a_fpan, and comprebended the duft
« of the earth in a meafure, and weighed the
¢ mountains in_ftales and the hills in.a balance 2
« It is “ the everlafting God, the Lord, the cre-
<< ator of the ends of the carth, who fainteth not,
< neither is weary, and there is no _fearching his
 underflanding.” < He fendeth forth bis com=
¢ mandment upon earth, bis word runneth very
« fwiftly. He giveth fhow like wool, be feat-
< tereth the hoar froft like afbes, be cafteth forth
¢ bis ice like morfels ; who can fland before bis
s« c0ld 2 < He maketh his angels [pirits, hbis
« minifters a flame of fire”” ¢ A [parrow falleth
¢ not to the ground without your fatber,” < and
"« the bairs of your head are all numbered.”
«« Pray to thy father which is in _fecret, and thy
« father which seeth in secret fhall reward thee
1] 0[’871{}’-”* , '

. In thefe, and numberlefs paflages which
might be colleéted, God hath declared his cha-
‘ralter ; and here nothing is intermixed of weak-
nefs or folly. All is perfect---all is excellent---
and fo fublime, fo worthy of" the great invifi-
| %1s. 44, 6. James1,17. 1Kings8, 27. Ps. 111, 9. Acts 7,
48, John 4, 24. Deut. 32, 4. Ex. 54, 6, 7. Job 26, 6. Prov.

‘15, 3. Is. 40,12, 28, Ps. 147,15,16,17. Ps. 104, 4. . Matt. 10,
<9. Muite6, 4. ’ R ' ‘

‘.
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- ble, that this revelation of his glory and nature
and eflence could only come from him who is
“ glorious in bolinefs, fearful in praifes, doing
“ awonders.”’ %

Compared with him, what were the god: of
the beathen but vanity and a lie 2% Pagamfm, '
aided by the wifdom of jts fages, aﬁigned vari-
ous deities to various purpofes and to various
-regions. Hence there were gods of the groves,
gods of the fea, and gods of the bloody field.
One tutelar god for a city, and another for a
nation. ‘Thefe were often agitated by envy,
and tranfported with jealoufy; fo that Jupiter
Capitolinus could only be reconciled to Jupi-
ter Tonans, by the laft becoming the porter of
the former.ll Some were the patrons of folly,
and others the patrons of vice. ~Here was Bac-
chus, reeling in drunkenne{s! Mars, raging in
flaughter ! Venus, rioting in obfcenity ! and
Mercury, the pander of luit! As were  their
gods, fo were the emblems by which they re-
prefented them, and to which they alfo facri-
ficed. Sometimes the fun---fometimes the
moon---{ometimes a ftar | Here was a temple
dedicated to an ox, to a dog, or to a dead he-
ro! There a magnificent fane glittered in the:
fun; but the deity within was a ferpent-- a
crocodlle, or a monkey !

In this f{yftem, fo abfurd, fo grofs, there
were fo many characteriftics of fclly and of
crime, and {o many inconfiftent attributes giv-

* Ex. 15, 11, { Jer. 10, 15. || Divine Leg-tion, B.&, §6..
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en to their gods, that fome refleing men i
the pagan world would gladly have abandoned
it for a better. But, where was that to be
found ?—No where; but where the light of
revelation dawned. < Men profefiing them-
Selves to be wife became fuols, and clanged the
glory of the uncorruptible God, into an image
made like to corruptible man, and to birds, and
Jour footed beafts, and creeping things.”’%

O happy people whofe God is the Lord !--=
who are taught of God by God himfelf!---
Here in the {criptures we contemplate his per-
fections, and behold his glory! For as the
beams of light aflure us of a rifen fun; fo in
the fplendid beams which irradiate the facred
page, we perceive that the divinity hath been
here and fhed his own luftre.

THE PURITY OF THEIR PRECEPTS.

This affords another proof of the divine ori-
ginal of the fcriptures. The fcriptures, in this
refpe&, are unrivalled. Aiming at the heart,’
they inftru& us in every thing neceflary for us
to know in point of duty; and that whether it
relates to ourfelves, to our neighbours, or to
our God. This is the grand fummary of the
commandments, which are commented upon
and enforced throughout the divine books ;
« Thou fhalt love the Lord thy God, with all
¢ thy heart, and with all thy foul, with all thy
“ mind, and with all thy firength: and thou
< fbalt love thy neighbour as thyfelf.”

*  *Rom, 1, 23. Mark 12, 50, 31
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Moral precepts are here advanced to the
higheft perfection. Every virtue which can
grace a human charaCer is commanded, and
every vice which can difhonor it is forbidden. .
. Here juttice is enjoined with all its facred at-
tiibutes; love with all its gentle charities ;
fympathy with its fmiles and its tears; induf-
try with all its active employments, and chaf-
tity with its unfullied robe. Here are com-
manded temperance and contentment ; firm-
nefs amid the ftorms of adverfity, and patience
under tribulation. Thefe are urged upon us
in the moft perfuafive ftyle, and are grounded
- upon the ftrongeft motives. Nor can we fay
Iefs of thofe divine precepts which teach us to
fubdue our paflions, conquer our lufts and to.
rife fuperior to that felfithnefs of temper,
which hurries us on to the commiffion of a
thoufand crimes. We are “ 2o deny ourfelves,
20 love our ememies, to blefs thofe who curfe us,
to pray for thofe who defpstefully ufe us, and
perfecute us.”*  Of fo pure a nature is this ho-
“ly law, that revenge is confidered as fpiritual
murder, and a2 wanton look as the adultery of
the heart.4 , :
But the precepts of fcripture refpect like-
wife, the claims of deity 5 and whilft they un-
fold.the obligations we are under to our great
creator, they command a worthip worthy - of
God and a reafonable creature. Here. are no
ceremonies - enjoined, no rites ordained, but

* Matt, 16, 24, Matt. 5, 44. 1 1John 3, 15. Matt. 5, 28.
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which, in their nature, are calculated to lead
men to-the reverence of the divine chara&er--«
to the love of God---to humility---to faith---
to hope, and to obedience. Nor, without feel-
ing this, can we read, that divine command, 7o
< worfhip the Lord in the beauty of bolinefs.”*
Now, apart from the bible, where fhall we
find a book containing rules fo holy, fo juft,
and fo good? We cannot poffibly be at a lofs
for the author of the fcriptures ; it is God—he~
has written his name on every page, and prov-
ed the authority of his laws, by means, at leaft,
as certain as thofe by which the Ifraclites were
convinced at Sinai; when the almighty fpoke
amidft thunderings and lightenings and the
_voice of a trumpet, and frail mortality fainted
under the dreadful magnificence of heaven !=—
Unlike to this facred book are all other fyftems
which have been impofed upon mankind for
oracles ; in every one of thefe fome vice or oth-
er is recommended and thus their origin is be-
trayed. But here not one fin is {fpared and
even the appearance of evil -+ is condemned.
For this reafon alfo we conclude, that the fcrip-
tures were written by the infpiration of God.
THE TRUTH OF THEIR PROPHECIES.
To Godonly can be afcribed that foreknow-
~ ledge which aicertains the exiftence of future

events ; and this is perfet on the part of the =

eternal. For as every thing is wrought thro’
the determination of his will, he muft be fup-

_* 1 Chron. 16, 29. 1 1 Thess. 5, 22.
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‘pofed to know with infinite precifion whatev- -
er {hall take place throughout the whole ex-
tent of his immenfe empire. ~He forefees the
refult of circumftances to us the moft ob{cure ;
arranges his forces, and marfhals his inftru--
ments, and doth whatfoever he pleafes among
the intelligences of his throne, and the crea-
tures of his footftool. His whole plan of ope-
ration he has not feen fit to develope ;. but part
of it he has : and that which he has been pleaf~
ed to'communicate concerning his defigns, that
‘we_ call propbecy. Now a book containing
thefe, if true, we muft of neceflity confider to
be divine ; and-the truth of prophecy is eftab-
lithed by the event. '
The moft ancient prophecy is that which
relates to the Meffiah ; it was delivered imme-
diately after the fall of our firft parents, whilft
indeed they yet ftood trembling behind the
trees of the garden; and it ferved to fupport
them in the midft of that defpair to which they
had reduced themfelves by their apoftacy and
guilt. <« The feed of the woman was promifed
20 bruife the bead of the ferpent.”*  And fuch
-faft hold did our firit mother take of this cheer-
- ing prophecy, that no fooner did the enfold in
her arms her firft born {on, than the exclaim-

ed « Ihave gotten the man, the Lord I”4 But - .

. the was miftaken both as to the perfon and
time. God, however, had not forgotten his
word. Many ages were to roll along, various

* Gen. 3, 15. 1 Gen. 4, 1. Marginal reading.
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events to-take place, and every thing brought
to that point which infinite wifdom defigned,

and then was the fulnefs of time in which the
Saviour was to be born. This prophecy at its
firft promulgation was obfcure ; but it was of
too much confequence to remain fo. Where~
fore it pleafed God that it should be explained
and brightened by minute details, and alfo by
religious inftitutions, each of which was a pro-
phecy. In the refult, infpired men were in~
‘fluenced to foretel the nature of his office, and
~ the glory of his perfon ; the time of his appear-~ .
~«ance, the place - of his birth, the manner of his
" life, the circumftances of his death, the cer-
tainty of his refurretion, and the glory of his
afcenfion. Now that all this was true, we
point you to the manger of Bethlehem---to
.the river of Jordan---to the mount of Olives--~
to the treachery of Judas---to the flight of the
defciples---to Calvary’s awful hill---to the fe-
_pulchre of Jofeph---to the opening tomb--to
the place - of afcenfion---and to the eﬁ:abh{h-
- -ment of the chriftian church.

Prophecies, of other events are every whcre
recorded. Does God promife to Abraham
that he will make him a great nation? Are
his feed to inhabit a land, emphatically called
the promifed land; and this after a lapfe of
four hundred years ? The event is according
to the prediction.*

* Gen. 15, 14. from the birth of Isaac to the deliverance from
Egypt.

~
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- Are the Jews to be involved in the hottors -
of war, to be overcome of their enemies, to
‘be carried captive, and to be difperfed for fev<
enty years in Chaldea ? After this, are they to
be reftored to their country and to their home ?
The fact was predi¢ted nearly two hundred
years previous to the event ; and the very in-
dividual was named who on this occafion was
to become the inftrument of providence.*

Is the altar of Bethel to be deftroyed, and a
fignal difcovery of the Lord’s anger againft the
patrons of idolatry to be there difplayed ? The
prophecy is given three hundred and thirty
years before the perfon named in the prediction
was born, to whom God had committed the
fulfilment of his purpofe.f - :

Where is Nineveh that exceeding great ci-
ty of three days journey? Where is Babylon that
- wonder.of the world ? And what are the cir-
cumftances of Egypt, which boafted of its Pha-
roahs and its Nile? The prophecies of Ifaiah,
of Jeremiah, of Habakkuk and of Daniel, have:
been all fullilled; and in a ‘manner which -
proves that he who controled the events in-
- {pired the preditions.

Yea, where is Jerufalem, that holy city, of

which it was prophecied that it thould be zrod-

den under foot of the Gentiles 2§ Where that
temple, one flone of which st was predified,
* Isaiah 45, 1, 4, compared with Ezra 1 ch..

1 1st Kings, 13, 2, compared with 2d Kings, 22, 1, and 23,
15—~20. % Luke 16, 24.
' ‘ C
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Jhould not be left on another 2% Where thofe
Inhabitants, who were to be difperfed thro’ the
nations, and who, to anfwer further defigns of
providence, were to be preferved a diftinét
people? Alas! the city is in defolation---the
temple is mo more; but the defcendants of
Abraham are found in Afia, and Africa, in
‘America and in Europe? This people ftill retain
their own language ; their own habits, their
characteriftic features; fo that you can hardly
miftake a Jew for one of another nation. The
people of other ancient kingdoms and countries
are loft in the great mafs of mankind; but
thefe are preferved: fo that every travelling
Jew is a proof of the truth of prophecy, and
an evidence for the infpiration of the fcriptures.

II. The fcriptures deferve the character giv-~
en them in the text---the great things of God’s
law. - '

The word here tranflated great, fignifies
both ample and glorious ; and it will be eafy to
thew that the fcriptures deferve this character.
‘Their excellence in thefe refpects rifes beyond
~the power of expreflion. There is no truth
which is ufeful to man, which they do not com-
municate. There is no perplexity in which

* Matt. 24, 1, 2. , B

Terentius Rufus, a captain in the army of Titus,.did, with a
plow-share, tear up the foundations of the temple,” and hereby,
not only fulfilled the words of our Lord, but also the prophecy of
Micah, 3, 12. “ Therefore shall Zion for your sakes be plowed
as a field, and Jerusalem become heaprs, and the mountain of the
house as the high flaces of the forest.”” Jewish Talmud, and

Maimonides. See, Whitby in his notes on Matt, 24, 2.
t 2271 Amplitudo. Magnificentia.
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we can be involved, for which they have not
provided a dire&ion. There is no forrow un-
der which human nature can droop, in which
~ they do not confole and fupport us. They have
been eulogized by an apoftle, as containing ev-
ery thing necessary  for doélrine, for reproof,
Jor correétion, and for inflruétion in righteouf-
nefs.”* They are the mind and will of God,
declared to a guilty world, labouring under the
' confequences of fin---a world, to which God
was pleafed, in the exercife of his fovereign
compaffion to shew mercy. They contain glad
tidings of great joy. They afford us news from
heaven ; and we mark with devout wonder the
courfe of the angel as he flies, having the ever-
laiting gofpel in his hands. O wondrous book !

I will embrace thee with rapture ! I will make

thee my bofom friend ! thou fhalt guide me
by thy counfels! By thy lucid beam I will ex-
plore my way to eternity--~fhoot the gulph of
death, and find my refidence at the throne of
God! '

THE SCRIPTURES ARE THE GREAT
THINGS oF Gob’s LAw ; thatis, they are
ample in all their communications, and of-an
extent {uited to every poflible circumftance of
mankind, and every exigence of life.

To the young, the bible fpeaks the language
of advice and tendernefs ; it bids them to “re-
member their creator inthe days of their youth,”
and assures them, that ¢ God loves thofe who

* 2 Tim. 3, 16

*
-
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love him, and they who feek him early fhall
~find him ;”* whilft the aged are counfelled ¢ ta

be fober and grave, temperate, found in faith,
in charity and in patience.”

The rich, furrounded with the 'comforts of
life, are charged ¢ that they be not high mind-
ed, nor truft in uncertain riches, butin the liv-.
ing God, who giveth us richly all things to en-~
joy; that they do good ; that they be rich in
good works, ready to communicate.”” And the
poor, whom we have always with us, that we
may never want an obje@ for our benevolence,
they are reminded of the mercy of God, wha
“ naifeth the poor out of the duft, and lifteth
the needy out of the dunghill,” In the midit
of their poverty, they are affured that God is
their father : ¢ here the rich and the poor meet
t(ﬁgether,. and the Lord is the maker of them
all.” ' :

Art thou a magifirate and clothed with the
authority of thy country? « Thus faith the God
of Ifrael, thus the rock of Ifrael fpake; he
that ruleth over men, muft be juft, ruling in the
fear of God, and he fhall be as the light of the
. morning, when the fun rifeth, even a morning
without clouds.” Or,art thou in the mere prs-
vate walks of life 2 The fcriptures bid thee to
“be ¢ fubje&t to principalities and powers; to
obey magiftrates; to be ready to every good
work.> '

Perhaps thouart a parent,and God hathcom-
mitted to thy care an infant train, to be brought
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up for happinefs and heaven ; precious charge 4
Thou art inftructed to “ command thy chil«
dren and thy honfehold after thee” and to
“ bring them up in the nurture and admonitien
~of the Lord ;7 and thy children are to “ obey
their parents in the Lord; to honor their fath-
er and mother, which is the firft commandment
with promife.” - a
Do you ferve at the altar? you are to

© ¢« watch for fouls, as they who give account
to preach the word, to be inftant in feafon and’
out of feafon, to reprove, rebuke, exhort with
all long-fuffering and doGrine.” Or have you
the gofpel preached toyou 2 ¢ Youare to be dos
ers of the word and not hearers only. You
~ are to pray for your paftors and that the word
.of the Lord may lave free courfe and be glori-
fied. You are to know them who labour among
you, and are over you in the Lord and admon-
ith you. You are to efteem them very highly
in love for their work’s fake, and be at peace
among yourfelves.” ' o
The ignorant, are here inftructed in all thofe
important truths, which are able to make them
wife to falvation ; and fo perfet is the inftruc.
tion,  that wayfaring men, tho’ fools fthall not
err therein.”  And, 4¢ whofe pelithed mind is
- decorated with learning’s: fineft ornaments, will

find in. this facred volume, a height and-depth,

a length and breadth, amidit which he may -
range in the purfuit of intellectual knowledge,
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and ftill make new difcoveries, and ftill find
new beauties. -

Here the moft powerful calls are addrefled
to the fnner in the high career of vice; and
repentance is urged by the moft perfuafive mo-
tives. Here the humble penstent returning to
his God, is taught to lift an eye of faith toward
the crofs of the fuffering faviour, and to hope
for mercy thro’ the righteoufnefs and blood of
the Lord Jefus Chrift.

" By this holy word the fzint is cheered and
comforted, and enabled to pafs along from ““ one
degree of grace unto another.” Is he in doubt
and perplexity ? He is here directed 20 the

- father of lights, who giveth liberally and upbraid-
eth not.” Is he in temptation and opprefled
by the adverfaries of his peace ? He is permit-
ted to confider him who ¢ bath fuffered, being

" tempted, and is able to fuccour them who are
tempted.” ,

Here every circumftance of affiétion is pro-
vided for. The trials of life are the affeGtion-
. ate chaftifements of a heavenly parent, who .
caufes ““all things to work together for the

of thofe who love him ; and God is known

as the ““hufband of the widow and the father
~of the fatherlefs.”

~ Here the chriftian is taught how to ljve, and

inftructed how to die. he fcriptures have

thewn to him death, fpoiled of his fting and

ftripped of his terrors. ‘They have given him
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- a glimpfe of that glory he longs to enjoy ; and
gathering ftrength from the almighty fupport
afforded him in the gofpel, he fmiles amidft
the pangs of diflolution, and utters his laft figh,
full of hope and triumph ! _

- Hence you will perceive how well the fcrip-
tures deferve to be confidered as ¢ the great
things of God's law” from the extent of their
. application. But, the fame thing may be equal-
. ly proved from the glorious character which th
clatm. In fupport of this, it will be fufficient
to point you to their author—the doctrines
which they contain—and the effets which they
produce. Confider, THE AUTHOR OF THE
SCRIPTURES, who is God. On this account
thefe facred records are often ftyled, ¢ the ward
of God,”’* < the law of God,” < the counfel
of God,”’} < the oracles of God.’§ Now every
- difpenfation of God is worthy of himfelf. The
univerfe is a fublime objet ; and we pafs with
delight from orb to orb, rolling along thro’ the
wide expanfe.  Thefe are the glorious works
of the great Almighty, who ¢ fpake and it was
done, who commanded and all things ffood faft.”’q
The government of God is a glorious object ;
and we muft perceive how all his ways praife
. him. <« He ruleth in the heavens and in the
earth ;”” he maketh ¢ the outgoings of the morn=
ing and evening to rejoice.”’|| He governs the
moft magnificent of his creatures, and fupports

*1Pet.1,95. tPs.1,2. fActs20,27. §Rom,3,2 TPs
83, 9. " Ps. 65, 8.
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the meanieft. ¢ He maketh the wrathof man
to praife him, and reftraineth the remainder of
wrath.”* Now, in every work of God, and
every difpenfation of heaven, there is a char-
acter of dignity and glory enftamped upon them,
which fo illuftrioufly refleCts the divine majef-
ty, that the productions of Jehovah cannot be
~ -soiftaken for thofe of any other being. So alfo
that facred book, written by the infpiration of
God, poffefles that charater by which we know
whence it came. It contains the moral image
of its author s and like God it is holy without
blemifth, wife without folly, and replete with
moral glory and excellence. .

- Confider THE DOCTRINES OF THE SCRIP~
rURrRES. ' In virtue of this blefled revelation,
the enquiring chriftian may attain that knows
‘ledge which learning could never beftow.—--
With this key “he may unlock the arcana of
heaven, and look into the f{ublimeft myfteries
of our holy faith, Here we have doérines re-
1ating to God, which all the volumes of ma-
‘ture could never impart ; for what fignature is
there ftamped upon any of the creatures of a
Trinity in unity ! Of the eternal generation, or
the myfterious incarnation of the fon of God ?
What creatures could inform us of our firft fall,
and of the fin and guilt' contratted by it ?—
Where are the fecretaries of nature who have
explored its abftrufeft parts, who could relieve
the anxious mind weeping and exclaiming,

¥ Ps. 76, 10.
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s« What muft I do to be faved? Who could
point to a facrifice which God would accept,
and urge an application to one able to fave to
the uttermoft, through faith in his blood, and
faying, ¢ Him that cometh unto me I will in
no wife caft out?”” Where is the optic, in vir-
tue of which we can pierce the clouds, con-
‘template the polity of heaven, and behold an
almighty faviour fitting at the right hand of
the Father, interceding for us miferable finners ?
Where but in the facred fcriptures is the veil
torn afunder, which concealed from mortals
the great confummation of all things? The
diffolving heavens—the melting elements—the
burning globe—the refurre@ion of the dead—
the ercction of the throne of judgment—the
aflembling of the univerfe---the rapture of the
faints, as they pafs through the portals of ce-
leftial glory---and the groans of the damned as
they fink under the fentence of their God into
the prifon of defpair? Thefe are among the
difcoveries of that precious word which con-
tains ¢ the great things of God’s law,”
Finally, o
Confider, THE EFFECTS WHICH THE
SCR1PTURES PRODUCE in proof of their glo~
rious charaCter. We affert but little in faying
that an ameliorated ftate of fociety is to be at-
tributed to the influence of revealed religion.
" But what wonderful effe@s hath it produced !
Mark the progrefs of the gofpel. Before its
powerful authority, the lgupcrﬁitions of heathen-
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ism have bowed ; the temples of idolatry have
- tumbled into ruins, and the obfcene rights of
paganifm have vanithed.” It flattered none of
the finful paffions of man ; but it fubdued them.
It countenanced no vicious habits ; but over-
threw them. It was not foftered by the wiles
of politicians, nor propagated by the force of
armies ; but in the midft of every fpecies of
appofition, it triumphed ; and the word of the
Lord had free courfe and was glorified. There
were employed no inftruments but fuch as were -
every where {poken againft. There were ufed
no arms, but the gofpel ; and there was no art
but the fame gofpel. : , ‘
The fpiritual effe@s of the word of God are.
glorious. It terrifies by its awful autherity.
Under the weight of its majefty the confcience
~ isawakened ; and the judge, clad in the robes
:of juftice, turns pale and trembles, whilft his
+poor prifoner in bonds,  reafons of righteouf-
nefs, temperance and judgment to come.”¥ The
‘heart . is converted by its influence; and fo
wonderful is the change, that jt is called a re-
generation, a refurretion, a new creation. It
brings the individual who embraces it, into the
pofleflion of the divineft privileges; from a
‘ftate of ¢ darknefs into marvellous light ;”” and
¢ from the power of fin and fatan into the glo-
rious liberty of the fons of God.” - The chrif-
tian *¢ born again, not of corruptible, but of in-
«corruptible feed, even by the word of God, which

* 1 Pet. 1, 23:
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lrveth and abideth for ever,”+ rifeth into a holy -
heroifm of character---afferts in all circumftan~
ces his attachment to the divine law---exerci-
Jes himfelf berein to maintain a confcience wvoid
of offence towards God and towards man,”}
tramples upon the world, is viCtorious over his
lufts, and follows his holy leader ¢ through
evi/ and through good report.” He is a mira«
cle in the moral world, and is a ftanding mon-
ument of the glorious chara&er of the divine
law, as Lazarus was of the power of Jefus,
who at the bidding of the fon of God, ftarted
from the tomb, and burfl the bands of death{
We have reafon, my brethren, to blefs God
for the converfion of thoufands and tens of
thoufands from fin to God by the inftrumen-
tality of his word ; but much more remains to
be done. The {criptures fpeak to us of a glo-
rious fcene when ¢ the knowledge of God
fhall cover the earth, as the waters cover the
channels of the great deep.’® ‘Then all nations
and tongues andgr people thall know the Lord
from the leaft even unto the greateft, < Prin-
ces fball come out of Egypt, and Etbiopia fball
Sretch out ber bands unto God.”  Jefus fhall
reign king of nations as he is the king of faints.

, - No longer fhall nation rife againft nation, nor

the fiend of war rove thro’ the fold of cultivated
fociety. No longer fhall there be any thing
to hurt or deftroy in all the holy mountain.---
The wildernefs fhall blofflom as the rofe and .

$ Acts 24,16, T Acts 24, 25.
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the folitary place be made glad, and the con-
verts of righteoufnefs be numerous as the drops
of morningdew.* ‘The {preading of the fcrip~
tures will, doubtlefs, be the gredt means in ac=
complithing this glorious event; and in this
univerfal triumph of light over darknefs, and
of truth over error and of holinefs over fin,
" what a magnificent proof will there be afforded,
that the things of God’s law ¢ are great
things 2 ‘

III. We are now prepared to fhew that zbe
scriptures fhould not be counted as a firange thing,
but be univerfally acknowledged and cordially
received. '

Little need be faid in proof of this, after
what we have heard.. Each topic, on which
- we have enlarged, will ferve to thew us, that
both our intereft and our duty were confulted
by our Lord, when. he was pleafed to com-
mand us to  fearch the fcriptures.’t Every
man is concerned in this duty. Each one
hath an immortal foul to be faved or loft.
Every one is therefore interefted in the pre-
cious contents of this book. Ought the fcrip-
tures then to be counted as a ftrange thing--- -
as that which deferves neither our reverence
or our regard ?---it would argue ingratitude
for one of Jehovah’s beft gifts.  What ! count
that a firange thing, which God hath commu-
nicated from heaven, and which he hath rati-
fied by fo many extraordinary difpenfations ?-=

¥Is.11,9. Ps. 86,31, Is 35,1 1 John 5, 39.
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Count that a ftrange. thing! in which our.
guilt and mifery are declared and that glorious
remedy is publithed which fovereign grace.
hath provided !---Count that a firange thing!
from whence alone we receive every meafure
of folid confolation which we enjoy in this
vale of tears ?---That! which infures our fafe-
ty amidft the ftorm, and dilates the vifage of
death to an open fmile ?---No.---It is the -
~ word of my God ;---it is the blefling of my
father upon his poor child, fays the chriftian;-- -
it is the charter of my hope ;---it is the re{plen-
dent image of heaven’s purity !---1 prize it
more than my life! I would fooner part with
the fun than with my bible !---

The truth of the {criptures is fupported by
more than common evidence. The bible has
approved itfelf to all ferious enquirers after

“truth ; It has indeed been vilified and abufed ;
but, it has been by men too ignorant of its con-
tents and its defign to form a corre& opinion;
or too vile not to wifh it to be untrue: for the
fame reafon they would wifh there were no
God. Such men fport with the awful glories.
of the divinity, and amufe their fancy with the
chains of the damned : but they carry in. their
hands the palm of folly ! It is ¢ the fool”’---
the marked fool, who will be for ever diftin-
guifhed even by the contempt of hell, who
 bath faid in bis beart there is no God.”% .

The cordial belief of the fcriptures is at the

*Ps, 14,1, James 2, 19.
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foundation of happinefs. ‘That fuperftructure
which is raifed on this bafe is 2 building foun-
ded on a rock---it will'never fall. It is fup-
ported by the hand of omnipotence and ‘fecu=
red againft all danger. The promifes of God
are yea and amen ; * #4// beaven and earth pafs
one jot, or one tittle fball in no wife pafs from
the law *till &l be fulfilled.” 4

. The rejeCtion of the fcriptures is conneed
with every thing dreadful in its nature. It
places the individual out at fea in 2 tempeft,
without a pilot and without a chart: or in
other words, he is  without hope and without
God in the world;” and at laft we perceive
him among thofe defpairing wretches, who
hear the thunder of that word « Thofe mine
enemies who would rot that I [bould reign over
them, bring them bither and flay them before
me.” - -

The univerfal fpread of the fcriptures and
their cordial acceptance muft produce an im-
menfe change in the world. What a itate of
things in this cafe would be produced! The
obje& is almoft too fplendid for the eye! O
my God ! in the univerfal {pread of thy word,
I behold the effulgence of thy charater burft-
ing forth, charming the moral univerfe, and
enchanting all thy numerous offspring ! I per-
ceive the triumphs of the crofs of Jefus over
all the powers of darknefs. I fee the rich
viGtories of his grace, as in the greatnefs of

1 Matt. 5, 18. } Luke 19, 27.
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his ftrength, he paffes along, riding in the
chariot of his falvation ; receiving the homage
of the millions of mankind, who dwell upon
his beauties, and fhout in the rapture of holy
joy ¢ Hofanna to the fon of David ; blefled 1s
he who cometh in the name of the Lord !”
In concluding this difcourfe, I cannot but
obferve, that to all who feel the excellency of
the fcriptures, their diffemination muft be a
moft defirable obje&t. To all who with for
the promotion of the beft interefts of their fel-
low men, {and who is there within thefe walls
who does not ?) an attémpt to fpread the bible
univerfally, muft appear to be a duty of the
firft order, And all who look forward to that
period which is faft haftening on, when all na-
tions fhall be converted to God; ¢ when be
will defiroy the covering caft upon all people,
and the veil that is [pread over all nations ;"¢
when all fleth fhall fee the falvation of the
Lord ;---fuch as you, who pray for the prof-
perity of Zion, muft be anxious to ufe every
poffible exertion, and to employ every proper
means for the production of fo rich a glory.
The age in which we live is replete with
events; The moft interefting fpetacles have
arifen to our view. Providence, my brethren,
is diligently at work to accomplith his purpo-
fes ; fee the fields are white already to the har-
veft. The fervants of the Lord are colleting ;
they are preparing their inftruments, and com-

1ls 25,7
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‘bining their efforts.  Party diftin¢tions are fall-

ing before the grandeur of the crofs, and THE
GENERAL DISTRIBUTION OF THE SCRIP-
TURES IS THE GLORIOUS CHARITY OF
THE DAY ! ‘ o

Here commences a new ra in the chriftian
church. Nations which have long fat in dark-

nefs are beholding the light. The fcriptures
are publithing in almoft all languages, and the
fun of righteouinefs, with healing under his
wings, is arifing upon all parts of the earth.
- Why this plan was not before thought of, is
among the myfteries of the kingdom of God.
The time, however, it would feem was not come
~which the fovereignty of God had determi-
ned. Happy we! who live at the commence-
ment, at leaft, of this bleffed period ! It is like
* the dawning of the day, when the ¢ foft and
ftealthy light” comes at firft glimmering with
the ftars, and gradually eclipfes them all !--«
O glorious morning ! and. thrice blefled HE,
‘whom we already perceive parting the clouds of
‘night, and drawing them back like a curtain,
to give us a ‘fight of the moft magnificent of
all appearances !

To the chriftiags of England we are indebt-
ed for the firft grand idea of fuch an affociation.
- Their plan indeed embraces all the habitable
- parts of the earth, until there fhall be ¢ 7o
Jpeech, nor language where their woice is not
beard.”+ In the attaining of this objed their

1Ps. 19, 3.
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exertions have been unparalleled ; their liber=
ality immenfe ; and what is worthy of univer-
{al imitation, ALL DENOMINATIONS HAVE
UNITED IN ONE GREAT .§0CIETY : one
has not fteod aloof from another ; but in this
particular they have owned ¢ one Lord and
one faith.”” With their bibles in their hands,
they vifit their hofpitals and their prifons ;---
their armies and their thips of war. They
feek the abodes of poverty, of mifery and fin,
and lighten the diftrefles of humanity by the
comforts of the gofpel. They pafs beyond their
own fea-girt ifle, and their meflengers of life
are found in Africa, in Afia, and in America.
Here are inftructed the ancient difciples of
Brahma !---there the deluded follower of Ma-
homet is reclaimed ! and yonder the poor fav~
age of the wildernefs on his knees, is pointed
in his own language to the fkies !---In the
true philanthropy of that holy volume, which
they diffufe, they prefent the fcriptures at the
doors of their enemies, and fcatter them over
the continent of Europe. ,

But here too we have our bible focieties,
and fuch eftablithments are among the fineft
diftintions of America. We too prize the
fcriptures.  We know their excellence and
feel their value.  We too rejoice in the oppor-
tunity of patronizing fo fublime a charity, and
anticipate this evening in your offerings of gold
and filver, that the Albany Society will not be
lels ufeful, nor of lefs confequence than its
fellows. ‘ ' '

' E
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" The obje& of this affociation has been wel
exprefled in the addrefs which you have feen ;
< It is ‘to give the bible to all who will accepr
and read 7t I thould infult your Yenfe and
your “feelings, were I to expatiate on the im-
Eortancc of fuch an inftitution. "Wherefore

ave you -entered this fan&uary of righteouf-
mefs, this evening, but to be workers togeth- -
er with your God ¢ His prefence pervades this
affembly, and in his book will be, recorded
what each one gives,—that ‘book which will
be opened amidft the folemnities of eternal jui- .
tice, to the unutterable joy of - the friends of
God, and the confufion of his enemies.
-~ Let me mention to you the fact ; that there
are thoufands in our country who are deftitute
of a bible, and multitudes who need one ; and
ameng thefe there are they who would appre- -
tiate the gift, and rife up and call you blefled
- Is there then a patriot here who talks of his -
country’s good ? Let him prove it to himfelf
by the liberality of his gift. Is there a magif-
trate here, who in the difcharge of his official
duty marks with regret “the ‘trembling culprit
at his bar, and ‘had rather prevent crime Lﬁan
punifh it? Let him embrage the prefent op-
portunity of aﬁ’ording the ‘moft powerful re<
ftraint to vice. Ishe prefent whom God hath
clothed - with minifteridl ‘authority and - who
teaches the precious truths of this facred vol-
ume ? Be liberal of your falary and teach by

t Address of the Managers of the Albany Bible Society.
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your example. Psofeffor of *thc religion:of Je-
fis:l: You who fny for: the kingdom' of Gad,
and:that his wil mayfbb done on earth 4sit'is
‘done in -heaven ; convinee yourfelf on "this &~
cafion, that your petitions are not werds’ w‘ith-
out meaning. Ye whom God hath blefled
with this werld’s goods’s contribute to the re-
venue of his glory who gives to you' ¥ your
varn and your wine, your ol yotir flax and your
wool.”* ~ You are his flewards ; let® the item
in your account of this-evening, be fich asyou
wiould with to be remembered elfewhere.---
And ye, whole fympathies blend ‘with the dif-
- trefles of mankind, poflefs yourfelves with- the
__means of doing the greateft poffible good.~=
- Come, belp us. ruife that facred pﬂe, from
whience. a bible is to be received, and enter with
it the houfe of affliction-~-perbaps, . you will
find ignorance there---you can_fhew the path
of light. -Perhaps, thre is guslt there, in ago-
nizing apprehenfion---you can point to the
bleeding lamb of God. 'Perhaps, there is a
widow there, furrounded with a family of or-
phans, exclaiming my hufband ! my father !
Turn the holy page, and in the name of him
who dictated the tender fentiment fay ¢ Thy
maker is thine hufband, the Lord of hofts is his
name, and he is the father of the fatherlefs.”
Perhaps ficknefs is there, and the lamp of life
is already trembling in its focket ! Approach
the bed of the dying, and whilft you wipe away

® Hosea 2, 9.
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the moifture of the fever, like an angel of mer-
.cys with a commiffipn of grace in your Hand,
attempt to extrad-the fing-of death.:  Shew.the
_propofals of {overeign love, -and -the certainty
of falvation by an  intereft in Jefus Chrift.---
Teach him to pray « God be merciful tomea
signer,” .« Lord ‘fefus recesvemy fpirit,”+ and |
~wait to hear the fong of triumph as he dies;
O death! where is-thy fling 1---0 grave !
wbere is thy vittory I’}

~ Charming charity' l-ee--- But wherefore do
I detain you? Go ye who are to receive the
_contributions of this' congregation---go, and
receive from them, what as in the prefence of
.omnifcience they are anxious to give. Go,and
let their offering come up as a memorial before
God! To whom be glory for ever. AMEN.

f M 18, 13' ’ A‘t’ 7, 59: * 1 COI‘. 15’ 55.
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