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. FErLizaserH TowN, JULY 4, 1793

AT a Meetmg of the Society of the Cincinnats of the State

of New- Ferfe 2y —** On Motion, Refolved, that the thanks of
this Society be given to the. Honorable Elias Boudinot, Efq;

Doltor of Laws ,Jfor his excellent and well-adapted Oration,

delivered this day in celebration of the Anniverfary of the -

| Indeﬁendence of the United. States of America, and that he

be defired to furnifh the Society with a copy tﬁemf to be de-

- pofited in their archives.”
The above s a true Copy, taken from the M inutes qf t/w

Society, certified by
JAMES F. ARMSTRONG SEc Yo

2”«”7’8’?
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To GEORGE WASHINGTON,

PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA,
SIR,
d I YH E great refpell due to your public charaller, as the

firft fervant of a Nation of Freemen, greatly heightened

by a knowledge of the amiablene(s of your deportment in pri-
vate life, have been additional arguments with me to dedi-

cate an Oration to you, which, however inadequate to the pur-

pofe, was defigned to promote a reverence for that happy re-
volution, in which divine Providence has been pleq/éd to make
you fo peculiar an inflrument.

A frequent recurrence to\the firft principles of our confie-

-~ tukion, and from thence to inculcate the neceffity of a free,

firm, and energetic government, in which Liberty fhall Tife

Juperior to licentioufnefs, and obedience td the Laws become

the beft evidence of attachment to the Independence of our
common Country, cannot but meet with your approbation.
This us the great objet defigned by inflituting tne Anni-

verfary. of the Fourth of Fuly, one thoufand feven hundred
and_feventy-fix, as a Feftival, to be facredly obferved by every
true American. This is the Day, chofen by the Defenders of
our Country, your ﬁ‘zends and companions i arms, to meet
together and rejoice in the recolletlion of paft labors, while
tney recerve the glorious reward cy" their fervices, by looking
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Sforward to the zncmy' ng profperity of the unzon, ﬁcured by
their unitéd exertions. |

It arofe froma defive, that this Fubilee might be improved,
Lo continue thoje principles to poflerity, which led them to
arm in deﬁnce of therr moft invaluable prwzleges that the
Saczeg' en this State mﬂztuted an Oration on' this Anniver-
Jary, to commemorate the Juccefsful refult of their [ ufferings,
- andtoperpetnate a cmg/lztutwn ﬁunded on the Rz,ghts of Men,
as Men and Citizens. . .
- You, Str, as their Head, mzﬁ enjoy, - in a very pecuo’mr
manner, tne contemplation of thefe blgffings, and to you every
attempt in this zmpartant ﬁ'rmce wz[l be- mgﬂ ﬁroper{y ded:-
cated. - |
 Long may you pem_/bnalb» exj:erzence tfm'r bemgn effells—
Long may you lyve to tefirfy, by a. fuccef; il praliice; the truth
of the theory eftablifhed by your firuggles in the. 641 fe qf UnLs -
verfal Liberty, .
L have the honor to- be,. with every pmﬁ'r ex;brgfm g{ re-
fpa&' and g?eem, ¢ B
- Sy, L . -
Yom @fe&wnate Frzend and Fel[ow Czh'-cn,

LT THEORAIQﬂ
Eligabeth Town, Fuly 43 1793



AN ORATION,

Gentlemen, Brgt/zren, and Fellow Citizens—

¥ YAVING devoﬁtly paxd the facrifice of prhyer and
g praile to that almighty Being, by whofe favor and

mercy.this day is-peculiarly dedicated to the com-

memoration of events which &l our minds with joy and
gladnefs, it mow becomes me, in obedience to the refolu-
tions of our Society, to aim.at a further 3 improvement of
this Feflival, by leading your refleftions to the contempla-
tion of thofe {pecial privileges which attend the happy and |
important fituation you now enjoy among the Nations of
the Earth. - - o

Is there any neceﬂity, Fellow Citizens, to fpend your
time In attempting to convince yon of the policy and pro-
priety of fetting apart this Anniverfary for the purpofe of
remembering, with gratitude, the unexampled event of our
political falvation?

The cordial teftimony you have borne to this inflitu-
tion, for deventeen years pafl, fupercedes the meceffity of -

an atiempt of, thls kind; and, indeed, if this had been the
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firfl inftance of our commemorating the Day, the praChcc
of all nations, and of all ages, would have gwen a fanttion

to the meafure. |

. The hiftory of the world, as well facred as profane, bears
thnefs to the ufe and importance of fetting apart a day as
a me.norial of great cvents,-whether of a religious or po-
litical nature. ' -

No fooner had the great Creator of the heavens and the
carth finifhed his almighty ‘work, and pronounced all very
good, but he fet apart (not an anniverfary, or one day in
a year, but) one day in feven, for the commemoration of
his inimitable power in producing all things out of nothing:

The deliverance of the children of Ifrael from a ftate of
bondage to a unreafonable tyrant, was perpetuated by the
eating of the Palchal Lamb, and enjoining it on their pof-
terity, as an annual feftival for ever,’ with a. remember
“ this day, in which ye came out of Egypt out of the houfe
“ of bondage.”

The.refurre€tion of the Saviour of mankind is comme-
morated by keeping the firft day of the week, not only as

a certain memorial of his firft coming in a ftate of humili-
ation, but the pofitive evidence of his future commg In

glory.
Let us then, my Friends and F ‘ellow Citiz&hs® unite all
our endeavors this day, to remember, with reverential gra-
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titude to our fupreme Benefaflor, all the wonderful things
he has done for us, 1n our miraculous deliverance from a
{econd Egypt—another houfe of bondage. ‘ And thou
“fhalt fhow thy fon on this day, faying, this day is kept
e ds a day of joy and gladnefs, becaufe of the great things
“* the Lord hath done for us, when we were delivered from

“ the threatening power of an invading foe. .And it {hall
 be a.fign unto thee, upon thine hand, and for a memo-

' rlal between thine eyes, that the law of the Lord may
“ be in thy mouth, for with a ftrong hand haft thou been
“ delivered from thine enemies: Thou fhalt therefore keep
“ this ordinance, in its feafon, from year to year, for ever.”
When great events are to be produced in this our world,
great exertions generally become necellary; men are there-
fore 'ufually raifed up, with talents and powers peculiarly
adapted to the purpofes intended by Providence, who of.
ten, by their difinterefted fervices and extreme fufferings,
become the wonder, as well as the examples of their gene.

ratlon.

The obllgatlons of mankind to thefe worthy charaGers
increafe in proportion to the importance of the hleflings

purchafed by their labors. |
It is not then an unreafonable expeltation which, I well

know, generally prcvalls that this day- {hould be ufually
devoted to the perpetuating and refpettfully rernembennrr
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the dignified charafters of thofe great men, with whom it
has been our honor to claim the intimate conneéftion of

Fellow Citizens—Men who have purchafed our prefenit j Joy-
ful circumftances at the invaluable: prlce of their blood.’

But you muft alfo acknowledge with me, that this fub..
jeft has been fo fully confidered, and fo ably handled, by

thofe eloquent and enlightened men who have gone before
me in this honorable path, that had their fuperlor abllmes

fallen to my lot 1 could do but htt]e more than’ 'repeatn the
{ubftance of thelr obf'ervatlons and vary thelr lan‘g‘uage.

Forgive me, ye fplrlts of rny worthy, departed If' ellowr
Citizens! Patriotsof the ﬁrﬁ magnitude, whofe integrity no
fubtle arts of bribery and corrupuon could fucceﬂsful]y al-.
fail; and whofe fortitude and perfeverance no dlﬁcultms;
or dangers could 1nt1m1date' Whofe labors and fuﬁ}:nngs:
in the common caufe of our country—whale, exploits in
the field, and wd'dorn in the cabmet, I have nften been ‘Wit~
nefs to, durlng a cruel and dlﬁreﬂing war'—-Forglvg, 0.
Warren' Montgomery! and all the -namelefs ‘heroes of
your illuftrious group! Forgive, that I omit, on the pre-.
fent occafion, to f'ollow the fteps of thofe compatrrots M;ho

. L ea

have preceded me, but had rather fpend thls facred hour

in contemplatmg thofe, ﬂ'reat purpofes which anlmated your .

fouls in the fevere confh& and for which you fought and
bled! I : ' C
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- Were you prefent to direét this day’s meditations, would
“you not point to your fcarred limbs and bleeding breafts,

and loudly call upon us to reward your toils and {ufler-

ings;, by forcibly inculcating and improving thofe patriot-
~ic principles and praétices which led you to thofe noble

atchievements that fecured the bleflings we now enjoy?

Yes, ye martyrs to liberty! Ye band of heroes! Ye once.
worthy cempatriots and fellow citizens! we will obey your
friendly {uggeftion, and greatly.prize that freedom and in-
dependence, purchafed by your united exertions, as the
moft invaluable gem of our earthly crown!

The late revolution, my re{pefted audience, in whlch we
this day rejoice, is big with events, that are daily: unfold-
ing themfelvés, and prefling in thick fucceflion, to the af-
tonifhment of a wondering world!

It has been marked with the certain chara&eriftic of a
dlvme over-ruling hand, in that it was brought about and
perfefted againft all human reafoning, ‘and apparently a-
gainft all human hope; and that'in the very moment of
time when all Europe . feemed ‘ready” to be plunged into
commotion and. diftrefs.. -

‘Divine Providence, throughout the government of this
world appears to have imprefled many great evénts with
the -undoubted -evidence ‘of his own almighty arm.  He

| - oD ERTCEE I

w -L""i rl- . _i. *

-h "#; -t *

-
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pirtteth down kingdoms, and he fetteth up-whom he pleaf:
eth,; and it has been literally verifiéd in us, that “ ne ng
prevauleth by the: power of his own {trength” '

~The firlt great principle eftablithed and: fecured by out
revolution, and-which fince feems to be pervading-all thé-
nations of the earth ;. and: which fhould be moft zealouﬂy
and carefully improved-and gloried'in by s, ¢s thé ration
dequaizty and rights.of men; as men and citizens: -

“1-d6 ot miedn to Kold up the abfurd idea: charged-ups
on~’u3~ bythevenemles of this valiiable prmt:lple and which
contains 1n it, inevitable deftruion’to every  government,
« thiat all men are equal, as. to acquired: or adventitious
rights.” - Méen muft and do continually ‘differ in thelr ge-

riius; ‘knowdedge, induftry, integrity, and: aétivity.

Their natural and moral charafters—ileir virtues and
vites<theit abifities, naturaland acqulredl--together with
favorableopportunities for exertioh; will always make'men
dafferent ;among thmfdves, and-of dourle, create:a pre:
eminency and’ f'uperumty one over another. But thee:
quality:andizights.of men here  conteinplated, afe: et
effential, and unalienable ; fuch as:thie fecurity-of - ik, - Iix
beriyy and froperty,  Thele thould: be-the firm: founidation
of; every; goed, governmant,. -asithey will:apply o allina’
tians, at;all tizies;.and. may, pm]mrlyfhe called:aruniverfa.
law, Iti 1s apparen; that.every man is born with the fame -
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right to 1mprove the talent.committed.tb him, for thie ufe
and benefit of {ociety, and to be refpefted accordingly. .

We are all the workmanthip of the fame divine hand,

-With our Creator, abftrattly confidered, there are neither
kings nor f{ubjefts—malfters nor fervants,. otherwife than
ftewards of his. appointment, to ferve each other accords
ing to our different. opportunities and. abilities, and of
courle accountable for the manner in which we perform
our .duty—he is no relpefler of perfons—he beholds all
with an equal eye, and although * order is heaven’s fislt,
law,” and he has made it effential to gocd governmen't and.
neceflary for the welfare of every community, that there,
fhould be diftinftions among members of the fame fociety,
yet this difference is originally defigned for the fervice, be-

nefit, and beft good of the whole, ‘and not for their op-
preflion or deltruction.® -

It is our duty then, as a “people, a&mg on:. prmmples of
univerfal application, to convince ma,nkmd of the truth
and praalcabllmy of them, by carrying. thqm into: aftus,
al exerclfe, tor the happinefs of our fellom men, wathouu )

[ I T T |

*. L.adlantius; fibi:s, cap. r4, fol. 5oy, i‘pexﬂ'mga ob the wniverfil dqﬂnp&l’ mans
kind, fays-—l:qmtatﬂn dico~~f{e cum ceteris coequandi, quam Cicero ®quabilitatem vo- .

cear—Dens;emm qerhomines: genemc & iispirat orithes wgaoy idef2, mm offe #dliimv »
eandem conditionem vivendi omnibus pofuit—Omnes ad fapientiam genuit ; ommbua

immortalitatem fpopondit—Nemo spud Deusfervey off, neme Dmrmr S
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The eyes of the nations of the earth are faft opening,
and the inhabitants of this globe, notwithfianding it is
gooo years {ince the promulgation of that invaluable pre-
cept “ thou fhalt love thy neighbor as thyfelf,” are but juft
beginning to difcover theirbrotherhood to each other, and

. that-all men, however different with regard to nation or
colour, have an effential intereft in each others welfare.

Letit then be our peculiar, conftant care, and vigilant at-
tention, to inculcate this {acred principle, and to hand it
down to pofterity, improved by every generous and liberak
practice, that while we are rejoicing in our own politicaland
religious privileges, we may with pleafure, contemplate the

happy period, when all the nations of the earth fhall join
in the triumph of this day, and one univerfal anthem of .

praife, {hall arife to the univerfal creator, 1n return for the
general joy. |

Another eflential ingredient in the happinefs we enjoy
as a nation, and which arifes from the principles of our
revolution, is the right that every people have to govern
themfelves in fuch manner as they Judge beft calculated

“for the common benefit. |
It is a principle interwoven with our conftitution, and

not one of-the leaft bleﬂings purchafed by that glorious
ftruggle, to the commemoration of which this day is fpecial-

ly devoted, that every man has a natiral right to be govern-
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ed by laws of his own making, either in perfon or by his
repreflentative; and that no authority ought juftly to be
exercifed over him, that is not derived from the peOple, of

whom he 1s one. e {3‘/" -

This, fellow citizens! is a moft important praétical prin-
ciple, firlt carried nto compleat execution by the United
States of America., “

" I tremble for the event, while I glory in the fubjett.
To you, ye citizens of America! do the inhabitants of
the earth, look with eager attention, for the fuccefs of a

meafure on which their happinefs and profperity {o mani-
feftly depend. |

To ufe the words of a famous foreigher ““ You are be-
come the hope of human nature, and ought to become its
great example. The aflylum opened in your land for the

opprefled of all nations, muft confole the earth.,”
On your virtue, patriotifm, integrity, and fubmiffion to

the laws of your own making, and the government of your
own choice; do the hopes of men reft with prayers and

fupplications for a happy iffue.

Be not therefore carelefs, indolent, or inattentive in the

exercife of any right of citizenfhip. Let no duty however
fmall, or feemingly of little importance, be neglelted by -
you. | | S
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Ever keep -in mind that it 1s parts that form the whole,

and fraftions conftitute the unit. Good government ge-
nerally begins in the family, and if the moral charafter of

a people once degenerate, their political charaéler mulk
{oon follow.

A Inendly confideration of our fellow citizens, i»_.;fln by
our free choice become the public fervants, and manage ﬂ
the affairs of our common country, i1s but a reafonable re-
“turn for their dlllgence and care in our fervu:e.

. The moft enlighted and zealous of our pubhc fervants, .
can do little without the exeruons of prlvate citizens to per- .
fe@ what they do but form, as it were in embryo. The:
higheft officers of our government are but the firft fer-

vants of the people, and always in their power ; they have
therefore a juft claim to a fair and candid experiment of

the plans they form, and the laws they enaé for the public:
weal. Toomuch fhould not be exPe&ed from them; they
are but men, and of like pafiions, and of like infirmities
with ourfelves; they are liable to err, though exerc1ﬁng |

the pureft motives and beft abllmes requlred for the pur-
pole. |

‘Times and circumftances may change and accidents in-
tervene to difappoint the wifeft meafures. Miftaken and -
wicked men {who ¢annot live but in troubled waters) are
often laboring with indefatigable zeal, which fometimes .
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prove but too fuccefsful, to four our minds, and derangé the
beft formed fyftems. Plaufible pretenfions, and cenfori-
ous infinuations are always at hand to transfer the deadly
poifon of jealoufy, by which the beft citizens may for a
time be deceived.

Thefe confiderations thould lead to an attenuve folici-
tude to keep the pure unadulterated pr1nc1ples of our con-
fitution always in view; to be religioufly careful in our
choice of all public officers’; and as they are again 1n our
power at very fhort periods, lend not too eafily a patient
ear toevery invidious infinuation or improbable ftory, but
prudently mark the effefts of thelr pubhc meafures, and
aJudge of the tree by its frutts; '

T do not wifh to difcourage a ¢onftant and lively atten-
tion to the ‘conduét of our rulers. A prudent fufpicion
of’ public meafures is a greéat fecurlty to a republican go-
veérnment ; but a line fhould be drawn_between a careful
and critical examination into'the printiples and effeis of
regular {yftems, after a fair arid candid tryal, and a cap-
tious; difcontented and cenforious teémper, which leads
tofind' fault with every propofitioa it which' we have not
ani. immediate-Hand ;' and raifé obffacles to ratiohal plans
of gOVernment ‘without Waltlng a fajr experiinent. It IS
generally charaétbriftic’ of this dlf‘poﬁtlon, to find fault
‘without propoﬂng 1 better plan-for confideration. "
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© “We fhould not forget that our country is large,and our
fellow citizens of different ‘manners, interefts and habits.
That our laws to be right, muft be equal and general ;' of

courfe, the differing interefts muft be combined, and bro-
therly conciliation and forbearance continually exercifed,

if we will Judge with propriety of thofe meafures that re-
{pe a nation at large.

While we thus enloy, as a community, the bleffings of
the {ocial compatt in its purity, and areall endeavoring to
fecure the invaluable privileges; purchafed by the blood of
thoufands of our brethren, who fell in the dreadful conflict ;
let us alfo be careful to encourage and prornote a liberali-
ty and benevolence of mind, towards thofe whom they have
left behind, and whofe unhappy fate it has been to bear a
heavier proportion of the expenfive purchafe in the lofs
of hufbands, parents or chlldren, perhaps their only fup

port and hope in life.

 Mankind, confidered as brethren {hould be dear to each
other; but Fellow Citizens, who have together & braved the
common danger—who have fought fide by fide—who have
mingled their blood togethet, as it were in-one- rich {tream
—who have labored and toiled wnth united efforts to'ac-
complith the fame glorlous end, muft furely be more than
brethren—it i i5°a unica cemented by blood.

| I'can no longer deny myfelf the fehcxty, my beloved
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Friends and Fellow Citizens, members of a Society found-
ed in thefe humane and benevolent principles, of addref-
fing mylelt more particularly to you, on a pay which, in
lo peculiar a manner, fhines with increafing luftre on you,
refrefhing and brightening your hard-earned laurels, by re-
newing the honorable reward of your laborious fervices,
In the gratitude of your rejoicing fellow citizens. =

Methinks I behold you on the vi€torious Banks of ¥{ud-
{fon, bowgd down with the fatigues of an ative campaign,
and the fufferings of an inclement’ winter, receiving the
welcome news of approaching peace, and your country’s
political falvation, with all that joy of heart and ferenity
of mind, that became citizens, who flew to their arms,
merely at their country’s call, in a time of common dan-
ger. | |

The war-worn {oldiers, reduced to the calamaties of a fe-
ven year’s arduous fervice, now {olemnly paufe and reflect
on the peculiarity of their critical fituation, The ravages
of war had been extended through a country dearer to
them than life, and thereby prevented that ample provifion
in fervice, or reafonable recompence on their return to pri-

vate life, that prudence required and gratitude powerfully
diftated. . .
They thought that the diftrefles of the army had before

been brought to a point,—* That they had borne all that
. C . .
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“ men could bear; their property expended—their private
« refources at an end—their friends wearied out and dif-
« gufted with inceffant applications.” But another trial,
feverer than all, {Lill awaits them: They are now to be dif-
banded, and a feparation to take place, more diftrefling than
every former {cene! Till now the fevere conflit was un-
{een, or unattended to. Poverty, and the gratltude of their

country, are their only reward.

True, they are to return to their friends and gllow-citi—
zens with bleffings on their heads. The general hberty
and independence are now fecured—but yet want and dire
diftrefs {tare many in the face. They are to return to
wives and children, long ufed to dependence on the cold

hand of charity, in hopes of a fure fupport from the fuc-
cefls of the common caufe, when their hufband, father or

child returned glorious from the field of conqueft. Alas!
thefe flattering hopes now are no more.

Their country’s exhaufted trealury, cannot yield them
even the hard earned pittance of a {oldier’s pay. Being

urged on one hand by the {ubtle poifon of mflammatory,
violent and artful addrelles, under the {fpecious mark of
pretended friendthip (the laft expiring effort of a con-
quered foe.)—Warned on the other hand by the experi-
ence, wildom and rational conduét of their beloved Com-
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mander, their father and long tried triend—they folemn-
ly deliberate— |

Some guardian angel, perhaps the happy genius of
America, ever attendant on the objeét of her care, raifes
the drooping head, wipes the indignant falling tear from
the hardy foldier’s eye, and {uggefts the happy expedient!

Brotherly aftettion produces brotherly relief—the vic-
torious bands unite together—they defpife the infamous
idea—they refufe to liften to the Siren’s fong—they form
the focial tye—they caft in the remaining fragment of
their {canty pay, and inftead of feizing their arms, and de-
manding their right by menace and violence, they refufe
“ to leffen the dignity, or fully the glory they had hither-
““ to maintained. They, determine to give one more
““ proof of unexampled patriotiim and patient virtue, rif-
““ ing {uperior to the preflure of their complicated {uffer-
“ ings, and thereby aftord an occafion to pofterity to {ay,
“ had that day been wanting, the world had not feen the
““ laft ftage of political perfettion, to which human nature

““ 1s capable of attamning.”

The glorious certainty of peace, purchafed by their fut-
ferings and perleverance, now roufes the patriotic. fire.
They again rejoice in the event; they unite in a firm in-
difloluble bond, * gratefully to commemorate the event,
“ which gave independence to America—to-inculcate
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“ to lateft ages, the duty of laying down 'in peace, arms
* aflumed for public defence in war—to continue their
“ mutual friendfhip, which commenced under the prel-
¢ {ure of common danger, and to efleftuate every att ot
“ beneficence, diftated by a {pirit of brotherly kinduels to
“ any of their number and their familtes, who migat un-
“ fortunately be under the neceflity of receivirg them,”
~and by this unanimous aét, eftablifh this f{acred truth,
“ that the glory of foldiers cannot be completed without

“ alting well the part of citizens.”

This, gentlemen, is your origin as a Society—the fource
from whence you {prang, and this day we are carrying on
the work firft began in thefe focial principles.

VV:th a heart filled with unfeigned gratitude to the Au-
thor of all our mercies, and overflowing with the moft af-
feftionate friendfhip towards you; fuffer me to congratulate
on you this feventeenth Anniverfary of our happy Inde-
pendence.-—-Long‘ long! even to the remotelt ages, may

the citizens of this rifing empire enjoy the triumph of this
day, may they never forget the invaluable price which it
coft, as well as the great purpofes for which.it was nfi-

tuted, and may a frequent recurrence to the firflt princi-
ples of our conftitution, on this anmverfary, be a conftant’
fource of fecurity and ‘permanence 1o the rifing fabric !,

May the rights of men ‘and the purity of a free, energetic
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and independent government, be continually cherifhed
and promoted by every Son of Cincinnatus! May the re-
membrance of thole worthy heroes, once our beloved
companions, whole lives they did not hold dear, when re-
quired for their country’s fafety, animate us to preferve
mviolate, what they purchafed at fo high a rate! May
“we, by the uniform conduét of good citizens, and generous
faithful frlends, ihow ourfelves wmthy of fuch valuable

connettions !

~ Long, long may you live to enjoy the reward of your
labors, 1n the exercile of the duties of this honorable an-
niverfary ; and after a long life of fervices to your coun-
try, ufefulnefs to your foc1ety, and happinels to yourlelvess
may you leave your generation in the full enjoyment of
peace and a found conflitution, juftified by experience,
for the example of which, nations yet unborn fhall rife up

and call you blefled! -

And now my refpefted audience, we appeal to your
candor and generofity ; you have heard our origin—you
have known our condu@t—our fociety is defigned for the
benefit and happinefs of mankind—we have no fecrets—
we claim no feparate privileges—we afk - no independent
immunities—we are embarked in one commoi caufe with
you—we:glory in one perfett political equality, all we
“with for is the pleafure, of renewing ancient ¥riendfhips—
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of the mutual remembrance of palt labors and {ufferings—
the liberal exercife of that celeftial principle charity, and

one common intereflt with you, in the fecurity of ‘our li-
berty, property and independence.

We profels to be a band of brethren, united to our fel-
low citizens by every tie of intereft, gratitude and love,
Let us then go hand in hand with you, in looking forward
to the happy ftate of our country, .during a long fuccefﬁon
of ages yet to come. G

We are encouraged in this animating hope, by the nu-
merous advantages arifing to us, 1n a peculiar manner,
from the happy revolution we commemorate this day;
they are confpicuous in every quarter to which the view

can be direfted.

If we turn our attention to the ftrong hope of every
community, the rifing generation, the world has yet en-
joyed nothing equal to their advantages and future prof-

petts.

The road to honors, riches, ufefulnefs and fame, in this
happy country, 1s open equally to all. . The equality of-
citizens 1n its true {enfe, muft raife the molt lively hopes,
prompt the nobleft exertions, and fecure a certainty of
fuccels to all, who fhall excel in the fervice of thewr coun-

try, without refpeét of pgrfons,
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- The meaneft citizen of America, educates his beloved
child with a well founded hope, that if he thould become

equal to the tafk, he ma)’r rationally afpire to the command
of our armies, a place 1n the cabinet, or even to the ﬁllmg
of the preﬁdental chair ; He ftands on equal ground, in
regard to the firlt honors of the ftate, with the richeft of
his fellow citizens. '

The child of the pooreft laborer, by enjoying the means
of éducation (afforded in almoft every corner of this hap-
py land) is trained up for, and is encouraged to look for-
ward to a {hare in the legiflation of the union, or of a par-
ticular {tate, with as much confidence as the nobleft fub-
Je& of an eftablifhed monarchy.

"This is a peculiar happinels of our highly favored re-
public, among the nations of the earth, proceeding from
the fuccefsful revolution in which we this day rejoice.
Suffer me, ye fair daughters of New-Jerfey! to call on
you alfo, in a {pecial manner, to add your invigorating
{miles to the mirth and feftivity of this day. Our happi-
nefs can be but half completed, if you refufe to crown the

whole with your kind approbation.

Have you not at all times, and do you not flill conti-
tinue to participate deeply in the multiplied bleflings of
our common country. Raifed from the humiliating ftate of
your fex in moft other countries, you alfo breathe the fa-
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cred air of Freedom, and nobly unite your exertions for |

the general good.
The Rights of Wemen are no longer firange {ounds to

an American ear; they are now heard as famihar terms in
every part of the United States; and I devoutly hope that
the day 1s not far diftant when we fhall find them dignify-
Ing,na diﬁingl,lifhilwr code, the jurifprudence of the feve-
ral States in the Union.

But i your domeltic charaéter, do you not .alfo enjoy
the moft delightful contemplations, arifing from the Re-
volution of Seventeen Hundred and Seventy-fix ?

Can you look on the children of your tendereflt care,
and refle€t on the cheerful profpeéts opening upon them
through'life, without feeling. the moft lively emotions of
gratitude, for the ineftimable privileges conferred on the
Citizens of America?—Are not your refolutions ftrength-
ened, and your endeavors redoubled, to furnith them with
every qualification, both mental and perfonal, for the fu-
ture {ervice of a country .thus rendered dear to you?

But your {hare of the joy of this Day does not rife from
a fingle fource:—To whom are we more indebted for the
origin of our prefent happmefb than to your delicate and
dlfcermng fex.. In vain did Columbus, our great found--
er and difcoverer, afier, fettling the principles of his found
philofophy, apply to the wife men of his country-~In vain

»
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did he {olicit, in ftrains of the moft {uppliant humiliation,
the different thrones of Europe, where Kings confidered
themf{elves as God’s Vicegerents here below: Defpifed by
“the ignorant—traduced by the malevolent—contemned by
the great—Ilaughed at by pretended philofophers—and
trifled with by the arrogance of minifters, and their hire-
lings; all his hopes, and thofe of a New World, had at laft
{unk in defpair, and we, this Day, might have mingled
our fate with the {laves of the Old World, had not the pe-
netrating wifdom, and perfevering magnanimity of the
fair, but undaunted Ifabella, the ornament of your fex, and
the jealoufy ot ours, faved this Weftern World from the
oblivion of more than five thoufand years. Did fhe em-
ploy the excefs of ulelefs treafures, in this happy adven-
ture?>—No!—After the refufal of her hufband—defpifing
the appendages of brilliant royalty, when compared with
~ the general good of Mankind, her enlarged mind, incapa-
ble of being confined by the fhackles of the age, found a
refource in her coftly Jewels, which he freely offered as a
pledge, to accomplifh the glorious difcovery of the Fourth
Quarter of the Globe! :

To your Sex, then, Ladies, are we obllged to yield the
'-'Palmn—llad this great Event depended altogether on our
Sex, it is not eafy to guefs what our United Fate had been

at this moment, Inftead of our prefent agreeable employ-

-
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ment, we might have been Hewers of Wood, and Draw-
ers of Water to fome mighty pHaAROAH, whole tender
mercies would have been cruelty” Your right then, my
Fair Auditory, to a large portion of the general joy, muft
be acknowledged to be of a fuperior kind.

Do you, my worthy Fellow Citizens, of every defcrip-
tion, wifh for more lafting matter of pleafure and fa-
tisfattion in contemplating the great events brought to
your minds this Day?—Extend, then, your views to a dif-
tant period of future time. Look forward a few years,
and behold our extended forefts (now a pathlels wilder-
nefls) converted into fruitful fields and bufy towns. Take
into view the pleafing {hores of our immenfe lakes, united
to the Atlantic States, by a thoufand winding canals, and
beautified with riing cities, crowded with innumerable,

~ peaceful fleets, tranfporting the rich produce from one

coail to another.
Add to all this, what mult moft pleafe every humane

and benevolent mind, the ample provifion thus made by the
God of all Flefh, for the reception of the Nations of the
Earth, flying from the- Tyranny and Oppreflion of the
Defpots of the Old World,* and fay, if the prophecies of

* Tt is worthy the attention of every ferious mind, who carefully traces the fecret
footfteps of divine Providence, that if the late Revolution had not taken place, and A-
merica had ftill continued under the dominion of Great Britain, the unhappy {ufferers
in the caufe of Freeddbm, both in Europe and the Weft-Indies, wounld not now have had
a fpot on the globe, to which they could, with propriety and fafety, have retired, in
cale of a failure of their exertions in favor in Univerful Liberty. Neither can any Eu-
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ancient times are not haftening to a fulfilment, when this
wildernefs {hall bloflom as a rofe—the Heathen be given
to the Great Redeemer as his inheritance, and i hefe uttermoft
parts of the earth for his pofleflion.

Who knows but the country for which we have fought
and bled, may hereafter become a theatre of greater e-
vents than yet have been known to mankind.

May thele invigorating profpeéls lead us to the exercile
of every virtue, religious, moral, and political. May we
be roufed to a circum{pett conduét—to an exact obedience
to the laws of our own making—to the prefervation of
the {pirit and principles of our truly invaluable conltitu-
tion—to refpeét and attention to magiftrates of our own
choice; and, finally, by our example as well as precept,
add to the real happinefls of our fellow men, and the par-
ticular glory of our common country,

And may thele great principles, in the end, become inf-
trumental 1n bringing about that happy ftate of the world,
when, from every human breall, joined by the grand cho.
rus of the fkies, {hall arife with the profoundeft reverence,
that divinely celeftial anthem of univerfal praife,—* Glory
“ to God wn the highefl— Peace on earth—Good will towards

“ men.”

ropean nation afford fo complete an afylum, as the United States, for theo Foﬁtion,in
cafe they thould finally be driven from a country, which mrlght conceive ilIE f eflentiale
cl ’ '

ly injured by their hoftile condud, in the day of her diftrefs. - 1:-
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T UN E=¢ gULE BRITANNIA, &C,

The lovely wand’rer found a home,

And this the pay that made HER ours.
Hazl Columbia! Columbia hail! to THEE
The pravfe is due, that MAN IS FREE!

In her defence, the patriot crowd,
Rufh’d to the field, and frown’d on Death:

They feal’d her triumphs with their blood,

And hail'd her with their dying breath.
Hazl Columbia, &,

'Twas not Columbia’s caufe alone:

At ftake, the Rights of Mankind lay:

That caufe, fhall diftant Nations own,

And hail, with joy, this feftive pay!
Hail Columbia, &¢c.

'Tis the World’s Day-Star, and fhall laft
Till Slav’ry’s Shadows be withdrawn:
And lo! that'night is almoft paft,

And Europe’s Day begins to dawn.
Hail Columbia, &c.

THEN exil'd Freedom, forc’d to roam,
Sought refuge on Columbia’s {hores,

» vamy
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How bright will be its noon-tide ray!
When Univer/fal Freedom reigns,

When not a Defpot clouds the day,
And not a Slave on carth remains!

Hail Columbia, &c¢.

Mankind fhall ne’er TH1s DAY forget,
Its BRAVE DEFENDERS’ worth {hall own;

Shall love the Mem’ry of FAYETTE,
And {hout the Name of WASHINGTON !

Hail Columbia, &Sc.

To conclude the Service.

TO THE TUNE OF DORCHESTER’S MARCH,

q T length War’s fanguine {cenes are o'er,
Her dire alarms are heard no more:

Sweet PEACE defcends with balmy wings
And heav'n-born INDEPENDENCE brings;
While FREEDOM comes with all her train

To blefs corunmsia’s happy plan.
Haxl! Heav'n dgfcendcd Guefts, all hail: /

Peace, Independence, Freedom, hail!

Ruler of Kings! Thy mandate {hook
The fated Monarch’s throie, and took
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The brighteft jewel from his crown,

When Britain {funk beneath thy frown.
Thy wifdom the rude Statefman taught,

And by thy ald the Soldier fought,

Hail, Sov’ Tezgn Wafdom ! Goodnefs, hail!
Peace, Independence, Freedom, hail!

Oh fhed thy pow’rful influence down,
Form the NEw sTATESs to high renown;
Let Juftice hift aloft her hand, -

And pureft Virtue fill the land.

Let Men thy pow’r with fear adore,

Till funs and moons revolve no more.

Hail, traan of Heav'n ! bright mantled, hail !
Peace, Independence, Freedom, fail!

Public devotion! Glorious flame,
“That gave to Rome inmortal fame!
Rellglon chief! Anfrehc maid !

In ev’ry heart, thy empire {pread.
Oh! hither come, our breafts infpire,

And fill us with thy facred fire.
Hail, pure cthereal graces, hail !
Peace, Independence, Freedom,:hail!

lllll

~ Her darling son! Columbia’s boaft! .
Envy and dread of Alblons hoft!
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_ Circlet-with honor’s endlef's wreaths—-—-» r.._

At laft his patrlot falchlon fheaths.
" Celeftial troops, now bendmg low, -

" Crown the Dehv rer bind his broi.. - Jﬁ; .
Haxl, W ﬂazngtonf Delw'rer, hail F¥

Peace, ﬁzdeﬁendcnce, Freedom, /za.zlf

*N ow:let the loud, fhrill clarion play

~ "Triumphant peals proclpm the. DAY' |
And joyful voices rend the ky, - .
‘With glory be to cop on high!

Good will and peace on earth'to Q‘EN, .
While angels found the loud AMEN

Hallelwjah ! Ha[leluj an!--Ec. ..
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