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dists, who sincerely believe their own
creed of faith, and enforce their own publish-
holder cannot be a Presbyterian or a Metho-
dist in common honesty ; and my remarks ad-
vert to the glaring impropriety of countenanc-
ing men as christians. whom the Scriptures
class with ¢ sinners of the first rank.” Ifif bo
asked, whence this time-serving spirit flows ?
the true solution of' the mystery is this; that
men prefer the increase of their secl fo the
growth of vital godliness, the enforcement of the
divine law, and the honor of the Redeemer.

I presume that there are very few, if any of"
our northern christians, of any denomination,
who would tolerate, much less defend slave: ;
uni‘css through some confused notions of dan-
ger from emancipation, expediency, or similar
absurdities ;—and yet, in ecclesiastical disci-
pline, the two churches particularly, whose
public.avowed creeds indignantly dénounce,
in the strongest language, all connexion with
slavery, as & participation in the very highest
species of erime, the Presbyterians and Meth-
odists do practically declare, before all the
world, that slavery is compatible with chris-
tianity, and that a ‘sinner of the first rank,
ever guilty of the highest kind of theft, is an
exemplary member of that houschold of faith,
of which Jesus the merciful friend of sinners,
is the head and master !

_ Now, I contend that this is a flagrant ' dere-
ition of futy, and s wonton, viglaign,oh i
connexion in the church with open, hardened
transgressors. ' Some persons who complain of’
the Firebrand, are included in these remarks.
B. K. Junior informs us that the Methodists
will ¢ come up to the great work of emancipa-
tion as Soon as they have attained light.”. But
what light do they want? They have the law
and the-prophets ; the gospélsund the epistles ;
and all the streams of rays emanating from

ed discipline, But.I maintain. that a slave-§

good cnough for the church.’  But thiis has
ne.connexion with-a deéided Caleb-like chris-
tian, or an open profligate; or & profave Esau,
or a daring : man-stéaler. ThHose persons,
therefore, who complain of the Firebrand,
prove that they are conscience-smitten, but
still actuated by the spirit of rebellion. ~They
are exactly delineated by a rian named John—
who, sometime since, on & Monday morning,
was most bitterly reviling a preacher for o
sermon which he had' @elivered the day be-
fore. ‘One of his-neighbors, Thomasy inter-
rupted him, when a conversation to this gffect
occurred between them.

Thomas. ' You are asilly fellow to be quar-
relling at the sermon, :

John. How? the preacher might as well
have named me.
Thomas. Pshaw! ‘he did not know that
such a fellow as you were in the church.
John. - How can that be, when I know that
every word of it was meant to expose me. be-
fore all the people ?
Thomas. . Did you take ito yourself?
John.  To be sure, I did; how could I
help it ?
Thomas laughed at his friend, Whit a fool
you must be! What the preacher said is
meant for every body, and if we take it, it was
meant for us. T never go to church, but T al-
ways hear something that plagues me ; but
then Tam not such a fool as to tell of it. Ev-
ery body knows that when a man complains
of a preacher’s sermon, that he js guilty, Do
as Ldo, keep it to yourself, and not be so silly
as to talk about it.
But another critic, of a ing char-

thies for ‘prench.iq’g kidn"uppers’ to boil over

guage,’ as they 3o sorrow for his slaveliclaing
attachmient; and his attémpts to whitewash the
most heinous crimes and felony.

Hgo ‘thus proceeds;- and well may 'the
churches be alarmed, when such abominations
are promulged ‘as’ comaniting from Princeton
theologians apd casuists,

¢But what can be.done towards alleviating
the evils of slavery in Georgia, for instance,
provided every other State were free >—~Why,
nothing at all, unless Georgia joined, for that
was the express compact on which she enter-
ed into the Union, that no one should inter-
fere with her regulations of slavery: If we
violato this compact, justice is oulraged, and
the nation is riined. . Nothing ean be done
withoub the consent and co-operation of the
slaveholding states. What is the method to be
taken in order to secore this? Shall we adopt
the spirit:of conciliation?’  Mark you ! concil-
Liation with men-stealers! ¢ or shall- we, with
the rankest indiscretion, cry out, ‘no compro-
mise with slavery 2° 1 say, yes; indiscreet or
not—no compromise with slavery, ¢ the highest
kind of theft,” no, not. for & moment.
¢The New-England Society,’ adds the Re-
pertoty, ‘only tends to add iron to the bond-
age of the slave, by strengthening those prej-
udices. Tt can do nothing. ' Tt/ has done’ no-
thing.  The colored man has‘been a slave
here, he has been ignorant and degraded ; and
it will fix itselfas a stigma upon him, and de-
press his spirits, as long as 'human nature re-

d

acter, has very recently appeassds.the- Edi
BEr'BP it Work for April, 1833, vol. 5. No. 2,
he discusses the subject of Colonization, and
among other lucubrations, are the following
passages, which I quote expressly to prove
my position, that the churches are afraid to
meet the question of slavery as the gospel en-
joing. ‘The subject of African Colonization is
discussed in an claborate review of 24 pages;
but throughout the whole article I cannot find
a solitary censure of the moral and religious

of slavery. There is an incidental

8

these suns are in one
blazing focus in their oton discipline, which pe-
remptorily brands as a hypocrite, every slave-
holder who belongs to the Methadist Church.
The same fact is true of the Presbyterians.
They want more illamination, they say ; but
what additional splendor can Heaven send to
irradiate them ? when_in their own authentic
and solemnly ratified confession of faith, as
pounded isms, they
solemnly enact, that *STEALERS OF MEN ARE
ALL THOSE WHO BRING OFF SLAVES OR FREE-
MEN, AND KEEP, SELL or Buy THEM. The
Liberator never said more than this, because
it is morally impossible to transcend it. In
one short sentence it includes all that the
whole host of firebrands, incendiaries and fa-
natics' ever promulged. The question then
naturally arises—if* the Presbyterian Church
thus authoritatively execrate slavery, how can
they admit ‘stealers of men to preach, teach,
constitute Presbyteries, Synods and Assem-
blies among thein, and to belong to the com-
munion of saints. ‘Aye! there’s the rub!»
The only answer to the inquiry is this—they
prefer theitVisible charch, in its boasted am-
plitude, to the consistency of their evangelical
character, and the purity of their christian

in their

[For the Liberator] - S
ONESIMUS TO THE CRITICS.

Firebrand is
X

isall important,

THE LIBERATOR.
= >

have received several intimations that the
of too high temperature. Before
t Garrison Jeft Boston, he charged us—* Be
“ompromising’—and I am. convinced that

faith and di G

Now starts up another topic for investiga-
tion. Is it improper to attempt to separate
the gold from the dross and the wheat from
the chaff’; or, to use their own style, sincere’
christians from ‘stealers of men?’ It is be-
lieved I:ZA But how is this grand object to
be effedted? Only by enforcing the cldims
of duty; not by the shifting pleas of human

*hich note mocts me is of such ‘deceitful

1 notice jt.

-, the critici
A
T ‘imposing character, that it is requisite

ey il not alienate some of the frlends of
\®aholition cause,” This objectien contains
the root of all evil.?” T retorted— Does the
Pircbrand ussert any thing that is. not true
Sither in gospel dogtrine:or in +the slavehold- |

15No! But theysay, it is too fiery} it
lashes tog Close—be moderate; &c, " Moder-

‘God's holy word. In answer to this; we are

we should pluck up the wheat at the same

Yrated by its reference to slavery? The Lord’s
parable adverted to those persons.only. whf)se
character is so vacillating that it is.glmost im-

|

but by the unerring dictates of

told that we 'must let the tares remain, Iést

| possible for the finite discérnment of man to
decide upon them. From & variety of‘rjnuaes,
¢ practice?’ 'T'o this inquiry” the &nswer | they develope a peculiar ficklencss and imper-
| fettion—to ddopt- the old Puritan’s ' adage,
“they are too good for the world, and hardly

reference to the evils of the system, and a
classification of them, as ‘moral, physical and
political evils,” twice  cursorily is mentioned ;
all the rest is mere subterfuge or eulogy of the
men-stealers. The following extracts will il-
lustrate the character of the Repertory re-
specting American kidnapping. In page 271,
he speaks of the Anti-Slavery Socicty thus
¢Instead of deemjng it nccessary to concili

mains dep! an

in the heart of man? =
of the ling hypocritical | o

religion, by the Princeton theologians. They
oracularly declare, that “justice would be out-
raged, and - the nation ruined,’ by enforcing
upon the slave drivers to desist from their fel-
ony. If this be the equity and moral philoso-
phy, and religious casuisty, which are taught
by the D. D.’s and 8. T P.s of Princeton, all
we marvel at is, that men who hold these doc-
trines, should have the impudence to talk
about honesty, religion, or christianity atall—
and'to our certain knowledge it isw gross cal-
umny and d i o call this i

t

| timely confession and forsaking of their sins,
in ‘overflowing indignation? towards men who | ‘that they may find that mercy: in' Christ Jo=
feel as much contempt fer his ‘harsh lan- {sus, which they so resolutely determined nev~
ler to' exemplify toward their colored fellow=:

citizens! :

"As it seems ‘that' the discussionof elavery,
in its ecelesinstical bearings, will probably en<
kindle the wrath and brawling of slavites'wha
run“ greedily after the error of Balaam forre-
ward ;” T shall: watch tho ¢ vain janglifig of
those' teachers ‘of the law; who un 3
neither what they’ say nor whereof they af-
firm ;* 1 Timothy 4—11. 'The notice: of my
critics will form an ‘occasional episode, and
aid in keeping the firebrands alive, so that the
fire may not go out for want of wood: and ac+
cording to present appeararico, these  compro
misers with slavery; as the Biblical Repertory
acknowledges they ‘are, will furnish ample
materials and wind to preserve tho heat and
strengthen the combustion, till the last man-
stealer is scorched out of the christian church,’
Amen! Lord Jesus; hasten the triumphant
shout, that the iron bondags is: broken, and
that the ecclesiastical blacksmiths have aban-
doned their iniquitois menufacture of fetters'
and chains for American  citizens and chris«
tians 1 ‘ONESIMUS.

[From the Essex (Haverhill). Gazetis.T:
(7 LOOK OUT!! &£

Mr. Eprror:—There is a plan'on foot to
draw. 'J_loMe of Essex North into the sup-
port of the Colonization Society. It is partly
new; and:désigned to wear the appearance of
great benevolence.  You know, sir, the peo~
ple here are beginning to open their eyes to
the deceptions of Colonization, and to put their
vetoupon the wholg 8¢ & of { g
‘woula liberate & slave, and send him to_Libe-
ria. Upon investigation, it was found, that
the expense was about 70 dollars, over and
above what the slaveholders presented to sheir
slaves. The people felt that their confidence
had been abused. . Moreover few slaves were
carried, about 700 in all. - The people were
discovering, also, that this. Society ‘was just
what the slaveholders wanted, to carry away
the®hirrors that reflected the light of liberty.
But enough. Here is the plan: On the 4tk
of July next, some of the students of Andoy
Theol. Sem. are to make their visits, as usual,
to the surrounding churches, and upon the
pledge of Mr. Finley, agent of the' American
R ettt

ness *Biblical.’  Against this ungodliness we
shall ever contend most earnestly, and out of
their own mouths, we condemn thems The Ma-
con Repertory operly vindicates slaveholding
by the Scriptures; notwithstanding his own
dist discipline declares it a
Jevacdin

icked and the himself a

the south, and prpduce union of and
effort, they raise the cry of extirminating war-
fare? That iy’ flatly untrue. ‘The slave-
holder is notcdurted or Won, but is kicked and
vilified!? And that is o diréct misrepresenta-
tion, unless the exhibition of truth is Kicking
and vilifying. ¢ An attempt is made to exas-
perate public sentiment against him, and then
deliver him over to _its unmitigated ven-
geance!” And that is not more correct; the

T The P creed says, that
all persons who keep, sell, or buy human be-
ings, are “stealers of men, sinners of the first
rarik ;* and yet their theological guides pro-
nounce, that to ‘make .2 Georgia Preaching
yteri 1 dlar and slave-tort
cense from stealing, would Soutrage justice.’
And to cap the climax, this atrocious corrup-
tion “which also extenuates’ ‘humasr nature
depraved,’ is grayely announced in an elabo-
desiptiod

F

slave-driver and his doings are only d d
as any other felon, and his crimes are exposed
¢It.may be alleged,’ says the Repertory, page
271, ‘that we use hard language in our de-
scription of their disposition. Harsh language!
‘Weenvy not the man his feclings who can
read the following extract without overflow-
ing indignetion. “Ttis a fact, that scarcely a
preacher of any name, or & professor ‘of any
one of the more numerous sects of christiani-
ty can be found, who is not a slave driver and
‘humen flesh merchant, south of the Potomac.
Remember the Richmond preaching kidnap-
per!”  This is from an article in the Libera-
tor of April 20. The article is appropriately
headed—®The Firebrand, No. I, by anIncen-
diary Fanatic.”” The following proposition is
frequontly seen in this paper, in staring eapi-
tals—“EVERY L1VING AMERICAN SLAVEHOLD-
ER 18 A KIDNAPPER”

T presume that the same editor directs the

l h i ication | Bibli formerly; if so, his
“Your attacks upon the Presbyteri d | time: But does not this perverse application | Biblical Repertory as formerly ; , i
Aethodists,? szx?d & friend, m, t | of the merciful Kedeemer’s parable truly de- | ‘overflowing mdxgm_ho:_’ ;;.mx easi yabfe u;.
Rther too hard; and it is do‘ubted ¥ ther | stroy all christian discipline, if it is to be illus- counted for, from his birth place and family

connexions. He was born, T believe, among
tstealers of men’; and some of his relations
were, and I have not heard

of their confessing,|
B VR

rate literary _desig p

to promote the transportation of American cit-
izens to theslave traders’ African Botany Bay,
and to revile and condemn th® advocates of
the rights of man, the liberty of conscience,
and of the authority of God.

There could not be a stronger proof of the.
rotten corruption which exists in the Ameri-
can churches upon the subject of nian-steal-
ing than these undisputed testimonies. The
friends of colonization and the advocates of
gradual emancipation, by the shipping off of
the American colored people write their own

Socicty, say, that for every 30
dollars, which the ‘people will contributé, a
slaye will be liberated in Kentucky and sent
to Liberia. It is thought that this, under pre-
sent circumstances, is the only way the Kur-'
ses of our keen yeomanry will be reached.
*Who,' say they, “ will not ive something to
liberate a slave? Who will not give
dollars?’  Is'it not pretty *well conﬁivex:
worthy of the agent of kidnappers? It ap-
pears, at last, by this movement of the . Colo-
nization Societies’ agent that the inhabitants
of New-England cannot be excited to contri-
bute to the Society unless management is
used, and théy have a slave in their eye:
Nothing more is to be said of the 350 theusand
free blacks. No. They supported the Colo-
nization Saciety because they supposed itwas
aiming at Slavery.. And now that they bave
found out its object, Mr. Finley comes up here,
and presents the Students of Andover wi
plaster to blind their eyes. Mr. Finléy says
that * for every $30 one slave shall be eman-
cipated in Kentucky and sent to Libéria.’ By
this they ate to understand that the whole ex-
pense will be met by $30, The_deceptioh
will not work, although it comes'$10 dearer
than that of the Colonization Society.’ Bnt,
sir are.we to do il that good may come?
Setit > Bhtitianare

The of
most odious, most tyranical. . One principle
is, that no slave shall be emancipated unless

'he will go to Africa. 'What an exercise of

tyranny is here! Slavery or Exile? Exile
where? In Liberia?’ Beneath the burning
sun !

‘Where no white man canlivein health.
ere

Where the blacks die’ by scorea!l.

together worldly, selfish or temporary object.
They contrive to obscure from sight its blood
guiltiness, its sleepless impurity, its* ever-en-
during barbarities, its continuous Tobbery, its
death dealing iniquities, its enmity to all com-
fort, morals, and religion, and the cause of
God, which: consigns the nefarious system)
and its man-stealing practitioners to that ret-
ribution which says to the slave traffickers,
“slave men stealers, kidnappers, and-

and King their sin, as i ly he
slave drivers us any, in all those parts. The
editor of the Repertory would have miore com-
pletely aided his cause, by dupmvmg my fact
and proposition, than in permitting his sympa-

slave murderers of every class, ‘as thou hast
done, it shall be dore unto thee; thy reward
shall return upon thine dwn head!” From that
. diro seatenicé may they all ‘be rescued by a

condemnation in one fact.” They slways | My, Cmsar, the missionary sells Rustl Where
evade the moral guilt and the irreligious char- | females of abandoned A chi ;;;iu.‘_
acter of slavery. With them it is a mere | out parents, paupers, and many ol =
flestt iti c ial | blod'men are sent to christianize the hieathen!
qiiestion” of political expediency, commercial S e

advantage, per<onal safety, or some other al- Where;hundreds and thousands of barrels of

rum are dep: in we ¥ An an -
traders, who_have their agents semployed. in
distributing it, with all its death-dedling a
desolating effects thro:ﬁhoug the surroundi

7 : 5

country! Where, in addition, you must cal-
culate upon‘a loss of Tife from fifty fo' seventy-
| five per'cent!!  There is . il hich

isn
s i oot of he e DipeaipFat
uadopt it for our motto, and le:
te in ourselves with their ‘ expe 1
“expediency and delicacy, &c. &c.  Recom
mending, however, to their carefnl perasal and
‘meditation, the four sermons ‘of Rev. Beriah
Green, recently preachiedin the Chapel of the -
‘Western Reserve Coll and gince present-

blic in. let for
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