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( i )

Tothe HONOURABLE SOCIETY for

propagating Chriftian Know-

ledge in the Highlands of Scot-

land, and in Popiſh and Infidel

Parts oftheWorld.

GENTLEMEN,

T

Northampton,

April30, 1748.

HE Extracts fromthe Reverend

Mr. Brainerd's Journal, which

I am defired thus to offer to

your candid Acceptance, were made by

a Friend of mine at a confiderable Dif-

tance, to whom the Journal had been

communicated by a pious Miniſter of

his Acquaintance, who had received it

from aCorrefpondent in America. When

I first perufed this Abridgment, which

myFriend had made chiefly for his own.

Ufe, without the leaft Thought of

printing it, I could not but be power-

a 2 fully
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fully ftruck with the Contents of it,

which appeared to me very wonderful.

I had not then enjoyed an Opportunity

of reading the whole Journal , and fo

could not judge of the Worth of this

Abftract in Reference to that ; but Ifaw

enough of it to lead me to with that it

might pafs into many more Hands, than

that fingle Copy could reach. For I

could not but hope it might, under the

divine Bleffing, excite in the Breaſts of

others that agreeable Mixture of Admi-

ration and Joy, which I had felt in the

Perufal of it ; and might engage them

likewife to glorify God for the Appear

ancé of his Power and Grace in thefe

wonderfulDifplays ofthe mightyEnergy

of his Gofpel ; that I hoped it might

alfo animate the Prayers of many in fa-

vour of thoſe who are employed in pro→

pagating it, and awaken my Brethren in

the Miniſtry to bear their Teſtimony

with greater Zeal and Affection, to thofe

glorious Truths which have been the

Power of God to the Salvation of thoſe

happy Creatures, who tho' fo lately in

the
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the darkeſt and moſt wretched State,

are now Light in the Lord.

Thefe, Gentlemen, were the Views

which led me to wish the Publication of

thefe Papers, and I fuggefted it to my

Friend, that as Mr. Brainerdwas aMif-

fionaryfupportedbyyour HONOURABLE

SOCIETY, it might not be improper

that with your Permiffion they ſhould

be infcribed to you. He entirely ap-

proved the Defign in general, but plead-

ed his want of a Perfonal Acquaintance

with any of you, as a Circumſtance

which rendered it lefs convenient for

him to addreſs you ; efpecially as he

was determined to conceal his Name.

He therefore earneftly preffed me to

take that Province on my felf, and the

rather as I have the Honour to be one

ofyour correfponding Members ; and I

now return you my publick Thanks for

the very obliging Manner in which you

have been pleafed to fignify, by your

worthy Secretary, your Readineſs to ac-

cept this littleTribute of Refpect ; while

I preſent it, give me Leave moft heartily.

to congratulate you on that
great Satis-

faction
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faction with which I am fure you muft

receive theſe good Tidings from a far

Country, relating to that fignal Bleffing

which God hath been pleaſed to com-

mand on the Miniftry of his faithful Ser-

vant the Author. It would doubtless

have been occafion of great Rejoicing,

had he been a Stranger to you ; But as

he was fent out, and in a great Meaſure

as to his temporal Accommodation fup-

ported in his Miffion by your Bounty,

you muſt have a peculiar Delight in theſe

wonderful Records ofhis Succefs. Moſt

fincerely do I fympathize with
you in

that Grief which I am fure the melan-

choly News ofhis Death muſt give you ;

but I perfuade my felf that God will not

fuffer this facred and noble Caufe to die

with him. He will, I truft, animate

others to engage in it, with the like In-

tegrity, Charity, and Zeal ; and may

they be wafted on to the Scene of theſe

glorious, tho' humble Labours on a Gale

of fervent Prayers from the Hearts of

thoufands who can affift them no other

Way. Nor can I forbear expreffing my

Defire and my Hope, that the important

Facts
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Facts mentioned in this Abſtract, and

more largely recounted in the Journal it-

felf which I could wiſh in the Hands of

every Reader, may be a Means of ex-

citing many to join your uſeful Society,

which fo candidly receives Proteftants of

all Denominations, in Profecution of a

Defign in which all are equally con-

cerned . While I offer my beſt Wiſhes

for its Succeſs abroad, I cannot but ex-

preſs them likewiſe for the Profperity of

your Miffionaries to the Highlands of

Scotland, that the rude and untaught

Inhabitants of that Part of our Country,

may be fubdued to the Diſcipline of true

Religion, and by a natural and happy

Confequence to a due Senfe oftheir Hap-

piness under the prefent Government.

The Calamities which have lately been

produced by the Want of it, concur

with many other Confiderations to illu-

ftrate the Neceffity and Importance of

that Deſign, which gave Rife to your

pious Affociation . May that original

End be fo fully , anſwered, as to leave

you at Leifure to attend with greater In-

tenſeneſs than ever to your Miffion a-

broad !
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broad ! May the Narration here pre-

fented to the Reader give it an additional

Strength, and may that generous Zeal

for the Chriftian and Proteftant Cauſe,

which infpires your Counfels and ex-

cites your Liberalities to fuch wife and

noble Efforts, be gracioufly accepted of

God, and repay'd with the Bleffings of

Time and of Eternity.

Iam,

with the greatest Respect,

Gentlemen,

Your most obedient,

Humble Servant,

P. DODDRIDGE.

d



THE

RISE and PROGRESS, &c.

Crofweekfung in New-Jersey, June 19,

H

1745.

AVING fpent most of myTime

for more than a Year paſt in the

Forks of Delaware in Penfylva-

nia, and not having had any

confiderable Appearance of Succeſs among

the Indians there, upon hearing that there was

a Number of Indians at Crofweekfung, in

New-Jersey, near fourfcore Miles Southeaſt-

ward from the Forks of Delaware, I came

hither this Day to try what might be done

towards chriſtianizing them .

I found very few Perfons at the Place I

vifited, and perceived the Indians in theſe

Parts were very much ſcatter'd, there being

not more than two or three Families in a

Place, and theſe fmall Settlements fix, ten,

fifteen, twenty, and thirty Miles diſtant, and

fome more, from the Place where I then was.

However I preached to thofe few, and they

appear'd well-difpofed, and not inclined to

object and cavil, as the Indians generally did.

Upon
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Upon mytellingthemthat I wouldwillingly

vifit them again the nextDay, theyreadily fet

out, and travel'd ten or fifteen Miles, in order

to give Notice to fome of their Friends ; fo

that on the 22d their Number, which at firſt

confifted of about feven or eight Perſons, was

increaſed to near thirty ; and there was not

only a folemn Attention among them, but

'twas apparent that fome confiderable Im-

preffions were made upon their Minds by Di-

vine Truths, Some began to feel their Mi-

fery and perifhing State, and to be concerned

for a Deliverance from it.

Lord's Day, June 23. Preach'd to the

Indians, and ſpent theDay with them. Their

Number ftill increas'd, and all with one

Confent feem'd to rejoice in my coming

among them. Preach'd again at their De

fire, and upon their own Motion on the 24th.

To fee poor Pagans defirous of hearing the

Gofpel of Chrift, animated me exceedingly,

tho' I was now very weakly, and my Spirits.

much exhaufted. Preach'd again the 27th.

Their Number now amounted to forty Per-

fons. And the next Day they requeſted me

to preach twice a Day to them, being defi-

rous to hear as much as they poffibly cou'd,

while I was with them. I chearfully com-.

plied with their Motion, preaching twice a

Day to them till the 2d ofJuly ; they being

now between forty and fifty Perfons, old and

young, and they attended with the greateſt

Serioufnefs
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Seriouſneſs and Diligence, and a confiderable

Concern for their Souls became very apparent

among fundry of them.

July 2d. Was oblige
d
to leave them,

thinki
ng

it myDuty, as foon as Health would

admit, to vifit thofe at the Forks of Delawa
re

.

Howev
er

, I ſpent ſome confide
rable

Time,

before I left them, in difcour
fing

with them

in a more private Way, enquir
ing

of ther

what they rememb
er'd

of the great Truths

which had been taught them, and may juftly

fay it was amazin
g

to fee how they had re-

ceiv'd, and retain'
d
, the Inftruc

tions
given

them, and what a Meaſur
e

of Knowle
dge

fome of them had acquir'
d
in a few Days.

At parting, they all earnest
ly

enquire
d
when

I would come again, and of their own ac

cord agreed to meet and live togethe
r
, when

I came again, during my continu
ance

with

them; and that they would do their utmoſt

to gather all the other Indians in thefe Parts.

One in particu
lar

told me, with Tears, he

wifhed God would change her Heart.

ther, that he wanted to find Christ. And an

old Man, who had been one of their Chiefs,

wept bitterly with Concer
n

for his Soul.

Ano-

The encouraging Difpofition and Readi-

neſs to receive Inftruction now apparent a-

mong them, feems to have been the happy

Effect of the Conviction that one or two of

them met with fome Time fince at the Forks

of Delaware, who have fince endeavoured

B 2 to
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to fhew theirFriends the Evil of Idolatry, &c.

which, tho' they at firft derided, has perhaps

put them into a thinking Pofture of Mind,

or at leaſt excited in fome ofthem a Curiofity

to hear more of Chriftianity. And this gives

me Encouragement to hope that God may in

fuch a manner blefs the Means I have uſed

with Indians in other Places. If fo, may his

Name have the Glory ofit ; for I have learnt

by Experience, that he only can open the

Ear, engage the Attention, and incline the

Heart to receive Inftruction.

Forks ofDelaware in Penfylvania 1745-

•

Lord's Day, July 14: Difcourfed to the

Indians twice, feveral of whom appear'd

concern'd, and in fome meaſure convinc'd

of their Sin and Mifery, fo that they wept

much. Preached again the 18th, and fome

of them appear❜d concern'd for their Souls.

Lord's Day the 21ft. Preached to my Peo-

ple ; then to a Number of white People pre-

fent ; and in the Afternoon to the Indians

again. Many wept freely. Afterwards I

baptized my Interpreter, and his Wife, who

are both Perfons of fome experimental Know-

ledge in Religion ; and were the firſt I bap.

tized among the Indians.

When I firft employ'd him in this Bufinefs

laft Year, he was well fitted for his Work,

in regard of his Acquaintance with both the

Indian

t
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Indian and English Languages : But he ſeem'd

to have little or no Impreffion of Religion

upon his Mind, and being thereby incapable

of underſtanding, and communicating to

others many things of Importance , I la

bour'd under great Difadvantage in addref-

fing the Indians, for want of his having an ex-

perimental as well as more doctrinal Ac-

quaintance with Divine Truths. He indeed

behaved foberly after I employ'd him (altho

before he had been a bard Drinker) and

feem'd defirous the Indians fhould renounce

their Heathenifh Notions ; but ftill feem'd

not to have a due Concern about his own

Soul till he had been with me a confiderable

Time. But laft July, while I preached to

an Affembly of white People with more

Freedom and Fervency than uſual, he was

fomewhat awaken'd to a Concern for his

Soul, fo that the next Day he talk'd with

me freely about his fpiritual Concerns ; and

for fome Time after this he addrefs'd the In-

dians with more Concern and Fervency than

formerly.

But thefe Impreffions feem'd quickly to

wear off, and he grew fecure again till late

in the Fall of the Year ; at which Time he

declined much in his Health, and continued

ill feveral Weeks ; and then Divine Truth

took hold of him, and made deep Impreffi-

ons on his Mind : His Mind was burthen'd

from Day to Day, and it was now his great

B 3 Enquiry
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1

Enquiry-What he ſbou'd do to befaved. His

Spiritual Trouble prevail'd, and he had little

Reft Day or Night ; and while he was ſtriv-

ing for Mercy, he faw, he ſays, an impaſſa-

bleMountain before him ; his Waywas hedg'd

upwith Thorns, that he cou'd not ſtir anInch

further. He faw ' twas impoflible for him

ever to help himself; it fignifiedjust nothing

at all for him to ftrive and ſtruggle any more.

And here, he fays, he gave over ftriving,

and felt that it was a gone Cafe with him, as

to his own Power, and that all his Attempts

were, and wou'd be, for ever vain and fruit-

lefs ; and yet was now more calm and com-

pofed under this View of Things than he had

been while ftriving to help himſelf. At this

Time he felt himfelf in a miferable and pe.

rifhing Condition . And tho' he had not

been fo bad as many others, had not been

wont to fteal, quarrel, and murder, yet he

faw plainly that he had never done one good

thing (as he exprefs'd it. ) Tho' he knew he

had done many things that were right, he

had been kind to his Neighbours, &c. yet

fill his Cry was be bad never done onegood

sping. " I knew, faid he, I had not been

46

fo bad as fome others in fome things, and

" had done many things which Folks call

good, but all this did me no good now. I

faw that all was bad, and that I had never

done onegood thing. And now I thought

" I muft fink down to Hell, and there was

61

ΠΟ
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" no Hope for me, becauſe I never could do

66 any thing that was good." And he not

only faw, he fays, what a miferable State he

himſelf was in, but he alfo faw the World

around him, in general, were in , the like

perishing State. He faw that the Life he

had lived was the Way to eternal Death, and

that he was now on the Brink of endleſs Mi-

fery.

After he had been fomeTime in this Con-

dition, and had given up all for loft, as to

his own Attempts, then, he fays, it was born

in upon his Mind, as with an audible Voice

-There is Hope-There is Hope. He cannot

remember any diftinct Views he then had of

Chrift ; but thefe Exercifes of Soul produced

a very great Change in the Man, fo that it

might juftly be faid, he was become another

Man, if not a new Man. Hereupon , there

was a great Change in his Temper, Dif-

courſe, and Behaviour ; and efpecially there

was a furprizing Altera . on in his publick

Performances. He now addrefs'd the Indians

with admirable Fervency, and when I had

concluded my Difcourfe, and was gone, he

would tarry behind to repeat and inculcate

what had been ſpoken.

The Change is abiding, and his Life un-

blemiſh'd to this Day. He feems to have a

very confiderable Experience of fpiritual Ex-

ercife, and difcourfes freely of the Conflicts

and Confolations of a real Chriftian. His

pleafed
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Heart ecchoes to the Soul-humbling Doc-

trines of Grace, and he never appears better

pleaſed than when he hears of the abfolute

Sovereignty of God, and the Salvation of

Sinners in the way of Free Grace. And,

upon the whole, I have Reaſon to hopethat

he is created anew in Chrift Jefus to good

Works.

July 23. Preached to the Indians, and

again the 26th, and afterward baptized my

Interpreter's Children. Lord's Day the

28th, Preached again ; when fome ofthem

ſeemed more thoughtful than ever about

Soul-Concerns. Seeing my Interpreter and

his Houfhold baptized, they owned, made

them more concerned than any thing they

had feen or heard before. There was in-

deed a confiderable Appearance of Divine

Power among them at the Time that Ordi-

nance was adminiftered. On the 30th, Dif-

courfed to a Number of them, and gave

them particular Advice and Direction , being

now about to leave them for a Time, in or-

der to renew my Vifit to the Indians in New-

Jersey. They were very attentive to my

Difcourfe, and earnestly defirous to know

when I would return to them again.

Crofwekefung in New-Jersey, 1745.

Aug. 3. I found a Number of the Indi-

ans here under a deep Concern for an Interest

I in
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in Chrift ; their Convictions of their finful

and periſhing State having been much pro-

moted by the Labours of the Rev. Mr.Wil

liam Tennent, to whom I had adviſed them

to apply for Direction in my Abfence. This

Day I preached to them with ſome View

to Rev. xxii. 17. And whosoever will, let him

take the Water ofLife freely. The Lord, I

am perfwaded, enabled me to fet before them

the Lord Jefus Chrift, in a manner fome-

what uncommon, as a kind and compaf-

fionate Saviour, inviting diftreffed and peri-

fhing Sinners to accept everlafting Mercy.

And a furprifing Concern foon became ap

parent among them. There were not above

twoamong twentyadult Perfons that I could

fee with dry Eyes.

Lord's Day, the 4th. Being invited by a

neighbouring Minifter to affift in the Admi-

niftration ofthe Lord's Supper, I took the

Indians along with me, near fifty in all, who

attended the feveral Difcourfes of the Day,

and all feemed to have their Concern in

fome Meaſure raifed. Now a Change in

their Manners became vifible. In the Eve-

ning, when they came to fup together, they

would not taſte a Morfel till they had fent

for me to come and afk a Bleffing on their

Food, at which Time fome of them wept,

eſpecially when I minded them how they had

in Times paft eat their Feafts in Honour to

Devils, and neglected to give God Thanks.

The
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The next Day, after a Sermon had been

preached by the other Minifter, I preached,

and concluded the publick Work of the

Solemnity, and many of the Indians were

deeply impreffed. In the Evening, I dif

courfed to them, and found them univer-

fally engaged about their Soul's Concern,

enquiring, What they fhoulddo to be faved?

OneWoman,who had been under deep Con-

cern ever fince fhe heard me preach in June

laft, now obtained Comfort. She feemed

to be filled with Love to Chriſt, and ap-

peared afraid of nothing fomuch as ofgriev

ing and offending him whom her Soul

loved. On the 6th in the Morning, I dif-

courfed to the Indians at the Houfe where

we lodged : And in the Afternoon, at the

Place where I have ufually preached to them.

There appeared nothing very remarkable

till near the Clofe ofmy Difcourfe, and then

Divine Truths were attended with a fur-

priſing Influence. There were ſcarce three.

out of forty that could refrain from Tears

and bitter Cries. They all, as one, feem'd

in an Agony of Soul to obtain an Intereſt

in Chrift : And the more I difcourfed of the

Love of God in fending his Son to fuffer

for the Sins of Men, and invited them to

come and partake of his Love, the more

their Diftrefs was aggravated, becauſe they

felt themſelves unable to come. It was fur-

priſing to ſee how their Hearts feemed to be

pierced
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pierced with the tender and melting Invi-

tations ofthe Goſpel, when there was not a

Word of Terror ſpoke , to them.

TwoPerfons this Day obtained Relief and

Comfort, which, when I came to difcourfe

with them particularly, appeared folid, ratio-

nal and fcriptural. Being afked what they

wanted God to do further for them, they re-

plied, in their vulgar Way, They wanted

Chrift should wipe their Hearts quite clean,

& c.

"

Aug. 7. Preached to the Indians from

Ifa. liii. 3,10. Moft were much af-

fected, and many in great Diftrefs for their

Souls, and fome few could neither go nor

ftand, but lay flat on the Ground, crying

inceffantly for Mercy. Several were newly

awaken'd, and I found two Perfons more

that had newly met with Comfort.

Aug. 8. Preached to them again from

Luke xiv. 16,-23. Their Number was

now about fixty five. There was much vi-

fible Concern among them while I was

preaching But afterwards, when I spoke

more particularly to one and another, whom

I perceived to be under much Con-

cern, the Power of God feemed to defcend

upon the Affembly like a rushing mighty

Wind, and with an aftoniſhing Energy bore

down all before it. I ftood amazed at the

Influence which feized the Audience almoft

univer-
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univerfally, and could compare it to nothing

more aptly than the irreſiſtible Force of a

mighty Torrent, or fwelling Deluge, which

with infupportable Weight and Preffure

fweeps before it whatever is in its Way.

Almoſt all Perfons of whatever Age were

bowed down with Concern together, and

fcarce one was able to withſtand the Shock

of this furprising Operation. Old Men and

Women, who had been drunken Wretches

for many Years, and fome little Children, not

more than fix or feven Years of Ageappeared

in Diftrefs for their Souls, as well as Perfons

ofmiddle Age. The moſt ſtubborn Hearts

were now obliged to bow. A principalMan

among them, who before was fecure and

felf-righteous, becauſe he knew more than

the generality of the Indians, was now

brought under folemn Concern for his Soul,

and wept bitterly. Another Man in Years,

who had been aMurderer,aPawwaw,or Con-

jurer, and a notorious Drunkard, was brought

now to cry for Mercy with many Tears, and

to complain he could be no more concerned

tho' in fo great Danger.

They were almoft univerfally praying and

crying forMercyin every Part of the Houſe,

and many out of Doors, and Numbers could

neither go nor ftand. None feemed to take

Notice of thoſe about them, but eachprayed

as
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as freely for themſelves as if they had been

every one by themſelves in the clofeft Re-

teriment. It feemed to me there was now

an exact Fulfilment of that Prophecy, Zech.

xii . 10 , 11 , 12. For there was now a great

Mourning like the Mourning of Hadradrim.

man and each feemed to mourn apart.

'Twas a Day wherein I am perfwaded the

Lord did much to deftroy the Kingdom of

Darkness among this People.

This Concern in general feemed moſt ra-

tional. Thoſe who had been awakened long

before, complained chiefly of the Badneſs of

their Hearts, and thofe newly awakened, of

the Badneſs of their Lives and Actions. Thoſe

who had lately obtained Relief, were filled

with Comfort, and feemed to rejoice in

Chriſt Jefus And fome of them took their

diftreffed Friends by the Hand, telling them

of the Goodneſs of Chriſt, and the Comfort

that is to be enjoyed in him, and invited

them to come and give up their Hearts to

him. Others in the most honeft and un-

affected Manner were lifting up their Eyes

to Heaven, as if crying for Mercy for the

diftreffed ones around them.

One remarkable Inftance I can't let paſs ;

a young Indian Woman, who, I believe,

never beforefo much as knew fhe had aSoul,

called at my Lodging, and when I told her

I
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I intended preſently to preach, laugh'd, and

feem'd to mock : But I had not gone far in-

to my Difcourſe, before fhe felt effectually

that he had a Soul ; and before I concluded,

was fo convinced ofher Sin and Mifery, that

ſhe ſeemed like one pierced thro' with a Dart,

and cried out inceffantly. She could neither

go nor ftand, nor fit without being held up.

After publick Service, the lay along, pray-

ing earneſtly, and the Burden of her Prayer

was, Giittummáukaliimméh wéchaiiméh kmeléb

Ndab, i. e. Have Mercy on me, and help

me to give you my Heart. And thus fhe

continued inceffantly praying many Hours.

It was indeed a furprifing Day of God's

Power, and ſeemed enough to convince an

Atheist of the Truth, Importance and Power

of God's Word.

Aug. 9. Spent most of the Day in dif-

courfing with them privately. In the Eve-

ning diſcourſed to them publickly. There

werenow preſent about feventy Perfons. .

open'd and apply'd the Parable of the Sower,

Mat. xiii. There were many Tears among

them, but no confiderable Cry. Some were

muchaffected with a fewWords ſpoken from

Mat. xi. 23. Afterwards, while I was dif-

courfing to two or three of the awakened

Perfons, a Divine Influence feemed to at-

tend what was fpoken, fo that, altho' I

ſpoke not a Word of Terror, but was fet-

ting
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ting before them the Fulnefs and All-fuffici-

ency of Chrift's Merit, and his Willingnes

to fave all that came to him, and preffed

them to come without Delay, they cried out

in Anguiſh of Soul. The Cry of thoſe was

heard by others, who, tho' ſcattered before,

immediately gathered around. I proceeded

in the fame Strain of Gofpel- invitation till

all, except two or three, were melted into

Tears and Cries, and feemed in the greatest

Diftrefs to fecure an Intereft in the great Re-

deemer. There was indeed a very great

Mourning among them, and yet, as before,

every one ſeemed to mourn apart. Almoft

every one was praying and crying for him-

felf, Gutteemmaukaleemmeb, Gutteemmauka-

leemmeb, i . e. Ha e Mercy upon me, baze

Mercy upon me.

I found two or three more who had ob-

tained Comfort fince the Evening before,

and thefe, with the others who had obtained

Comfort, were together rejoicing much

that God was carrying on his Work with fo

much Power among them. The next Day

I difcourfed more privately to thofe who

had obtained Comfort, and they ſeemed

much melted with Divine Things, and

earnestly defirous to be with Chrift.

I had told them of the godly Soul's per-

fect Purity, and full Enjoyment of Chrift,

that I might make Way for fpeaking of

C 2 the

When
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the Refurrection of the Body, I faid ,-But

perhaps fome of you will fay, I love my

Body as well as my Soul, and I can't bear to

think my Body fhould lye dead, if my Soul

is happy. They interrupted me, crying,

Muttoh, Muttoch, i. e. No, no.

When I had ſpent ſome Time with thefe,

I returned to the other Indians, and diſcour÷

fed to them from Luke xix. 10. I had not

preached long, before their Concern roſe to

a great Degree, and the Houfe was filled

with Cries and Groans. And when I in

fifted on the Compaffion and Care of the

Lord Jefus for those that were loft , that

thought themſelves undone, and could fee

no way of Efcape ; this melted them down

the more, and aggravated their Diſtreſs,

that they could not come to fo kind a Savi-

our. I found many who before had been

but flightly awakened, were now deeply

wounded with a Senfe of their Sin and Mi

fery ; and one who had newly received

Comfort after preffing Diftrefs from Day

to Day.

Lord's Day, Aug. 11. Difcourfed in the

Forenoon on the Parable of the Prodigal

Son. Obferved no fuch remarkable Eff &

of the Word as in Days paft. In the Af

ternoon difcourfed on Part of St. Peter's Ser-

mon, As ii. And at the Clofe of myDif-

courfe to the Indians, made an Addrefs to

the
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the white People, Quakers, and others, and

Divine Truths feemed then to be attended

with Power both to the Indians and English,

as one or two were newly awakened this

Day, who never appeared to be moved with

Concern for their Souls before ; and thofe

who had obtained Comfort appeared humble

and devout. I was refreſhed to ſee the Ten-

derneſs of Confcience manifeft in fome of

them . One Woman appearing very for-

rowful in the Morning, upon Enquiry, I

found fhe had been angry with her Child

the Evening before, and was fearing her

Anger had been inordinate and finful,

which made her weep for ſeveral Hours to-

gether.

Aug. 14. Spent the Day with the Indians.

One Man having put away his Wife, and

taken another Woman, (as is common a-

mong them) being now brought under fe-

rious Impreffions, was fully convinced of

the Wickedneſs thereof, and defirous to

know what God would have him to do. It

appearing that ſhe had given him no juft

Occafion by Unchastity to defert her, and

that ſhe was willing to forgive what was

paft, and infifted on it as her Right to en-

joy him, he was told that it was his indif-

penfible Duty to renounce the Woman he

had laft taken, and receive the other, who

was his proper Wife, with which he readily

C 3 and
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and chearfully complyed, and did both in

a publick Manner. I was not without Fears

-left this Proceeding might be like putting

newWine into old Bottles,but it feemed to have

a good rather than an ill Effect among the

Indians, who generally owned that the Laws

of Chrift about Marriage were good and

right. In the Afternoon I preached from

Alts x. 34, &c. They ftill attended and

heard as for their Lives.:

The next Day preached from Luke iv.

16, 21. The Word was attended.

with Power on the Hearts of the Hearers..

There were many Tears and Cries. Some

were newly awakened, who came but this

Week. The Paffions of the Congregation:

in general were not fo much moved as in

Days paft, but their Hearts feemed as fo-

lemnly and deeply affected with Divine:

Truths as ever.

Aug. 16. Found one who had got Relief

and Comfort after preffing Concern , and

could not but hope her Comfort was of the

right Kind. In the Afternoon preached from

Johnvi. 26,
34. Divine Truths were

attended with confiderable Power on the Au-

dience. Particularly there were two Per-

fons newly awaken'd. One of them was

lately come ; the other had all along been

very attentive, and defirous of being awa-

ken'd, but could never before get any

lively
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lively View of her perishing State : But now

her Diſtreſs was fuch, that I thought I had

never ſeen any more preffing. And fundry

old Men were in Diftrefs for their Souls, fo.

that they could not refrain from weeping

and crying out. God is powerfully at

work among them ; and yet fome few who

felt a Commotion in their Paffions in Days.

palt, feem now to difcover that their Hearts

were never duly affected. I never faw the

Work of God appear fo independent of

Means as at this Time. God's Manner of

working upon them appeared fo entirely

fupernatural, and above Means, that I could

fcarce believe he ufed me as an Inftrument,

or what I fpake as Means, of carrying on

his Work. I feem'd to do nothing, and in-

deed to have nothing to do, but ftand still

and fee the Salvation of God, and found my-

felf obliged and delighted to fay, Not unto

us, not unto Inftruments and Means, but un-

to thy Name be the Glory.

Next Day found one who had been one of

my Heaters at the Forks of Delaware more

than a Year, and followed me here under

deep Concern for his Soul, has newly ob

tained Relief and Comfort, which I have

abundant Reaſon to hope is well grounded

and truly divine. Afterwards difcourfed

publickly from Acts viii . 29,39. and

took occafion to treat concerning Baptifin.

Lord's
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Lord's Day, Aug. 18. Preached in the

Morning to an Affembly of white People ,

made up of Prefbyterians, Baptifts, Quakers,

&c. afterwards preached to the Indians from

Fobn vi. 35-40. Their Concern was not

fo viſible as what has appear'd of late. The

next Day preach'd from Ifa. Iv. 1. Divine

Truths were attended with Power on thofe

who had receiv'd Comfort, and others alfo.

Numbers of poor impotent Souls waited at

the Pool for healing, and the Angel feem'd, as

at other Times , to trouble the Waters.

Aug.23. Spent fome Time with the Indi-

ans in private Difcourfe ; afterwards preached

to them from John vi. 44-50. And on the

24th difcourfed to them in order to their re-

ceiving the Ordinance of Baptifm. When I

open'd to them the Nature of the Ordinance,

the Obligations attending it, the Duty of de-

voting ourſelves to God in it, and the Privi-

lege of being in Covenant with him ; fome

of them feem'd to be filled with the Love of

God, and refreſhed with the Hopes of en-

joying the bleffed Redeemer. I then dif

cours'd.publickly from 1 Thef. iv.. 13-17.

There was fome vifible Concern, which was

afterward increaſed by ſome further Exhor-

tation given them to come to Chrift, and

give up their Hearts to him, that they might

be fitted to afcend, and meet him in the Air,

when he fhall defcend with a Shout, and the

Voice of the Archangel.

There
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There were feveral Indians newly come,

who thought their State good becauſe they

had learn'd to read, and been civilized, by

living with the white People. With theſe I

difcourfed particularly after publick Worſhip,

and was furprized to fee their felf-righteous

Difpofition, tho' they appear'd utterly Stran

gers to their own Hearts, and altogether un-

acquainted with the Power of Religion, Af-

ter much Difcourfe, one of them feem'd to

be convinced that by the Deeds of the Law

no Fleft living could be justified, and wept bit-

terly, enquiring what he should do to befaved.

This was comfortable to others who had

gained fome experimental Knowledge of

themſelves, and had been grieved with the

Converfation and Conduct of thefe New-

comers.

· Lord's Day, Aug. 25. Preached in the

Forenoon from Luke xv. 3-7. There being.

a Multitude of white People, I made an Ad-

drefs to them at the Clofe of my Difcourfe

to the Indians, but cou'd not fo much as keep

them orderly, for Scores ofthem kept walk-

ing, and gazing about, and behaved more

indecently than any Indians I ever addreſs'd ,

which fo funk my Spirits I could fcarce go

on with my Work. In the Afternoon dif

cours'd from Rev. iii . 20. 'The Indians be

haved feriously, while many others were

vain. Afterwards baptized twenty-five In-

dians, fifteen Adults, and ten Children, Moſt

of
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of the Adults I have comfortable Reafon to

hope are renewed Perfons, and not one of

them but what I entertained fome Hopes of.

When the Crowd was gone I difcourfed to

the baptized Perfons in particular, minded

them of the folemn Obligations they were

now under, warn'd them of the dreadful

Confequences of careless living, and encou-

raged them to Watchfulneſs and Devotion.

This was a fweet Seafon. Their Hearts

were engaged and chearful in Duty, and they

rejoiced they had in a folemn publick manner

dedicated themſelves to God. They took

each other by the Hand with Tenderneſs and

Affection, while I was difcourfing to them ;

and fundry of the other Indians were much

affected, and wept bitterly, longing to be

Partakers of the fame Joy.

Aug. 26. Preached from Johnvi. 51-55

After I had diſcours'd a while, I addrefs'd

thoſe in particular who entertained Hopes

that they were paffed from Death to Life,

open'd to them the Nature of thofe Confola-

tions Chrift gives his People, and which, I

trufted, he had beftow'd on fome of them.

I no fooner began to difcourfe in this Strain,

but the dear Chriftians in the Congregation

began to be melted with Love to Chriſt, and

Defires after him. They wept affectionately,

and yet joyfully, fo that this was a tender,

humble, delightful Melting, and appear'd to

be the genuine Effect of a Spirit of Adoption.

The

1
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The Influence feem'd to fpread from theſe

thro' the whole Affembly, and many who

had not yet found Chrift as their Saviour were

engaged in feeking after him. Their Num-

ber was now about ninety-five Perfons ; and

it was a lovely Sight to fee almoſt all affect-

ed, either with Joy in Chrift Jefus, or with

deep Concern to obtain an Intereft in him.

Having made two Journeys, before I

came first to Crofweekfung, far back to the

Indians at Sufquehannah River, and it being

now a proper Seaſon to find them generally

at home, I thought it , my Duty to make

them another Vifit. Therefore after difcourf-

ing publickly and privately to my People, I

told them , that I muft now leave them for

the prefent, and go to their Brethren far re-

mote, and preach to them ; that I was defi-

rous the Spirit of God fhould go with me,

without whom nothing could be done to good

Purpoſe, and aſked them if they could not

be willing to fpend the Remainder of the

Day in Prayer for me. They chearfully com-

plied, and foon after I left them they began,

the Sun being then about an Hour and a half

high, and continued praying all Night till

Break of Day ; and my Interpreter tells me

it was attended with a powerful Influence as

well on thoſe who are yet under Concern of

Mind, as on thoſe who have received Com-

fort.

Two
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Two diftreffed Souls were, I trust this

Day brought to the Enjoyment offolid Com.

fort. And this Day an old Indian, who had

till now been an obftinate Idolater, gave up

his Rattles, which they ufe for Mufick in

their idolatrous Feafts, to the Chriftian In-

dians, who quickly deftroy'd them, and this

without any Attempt of mine in the Affair..

Forks of Delaware in Penfylvania 1745.

Sept. 1. Preached to the Indians, afterwards

to the white People. Many were in Tears

in both Affemblies. Towards Night dif-

cours'd to the Indians again, and perceiv'd a

greater Attention and more viſible Concern

than ufual.

Sept. 3. Preached to the Indians from

Ifa . liii. 3-6. Sundry Perfons feem'd to be

awaken'd, among whom were two ſtupid

Creatures that I could fcarce ever before keep

awake. On the 5th difcourfed to them on

the Parable of the Sower, and afterwards

converfed with fundry ofthem. Many wept,

and cried out in an affecting manner; others

were feiz'd with Surprize and Concern. I

afked one who had obtained Comfort, why

he now cry'd. He reply'd, When he thought

bow Chrift wasflain like a Lamb, and fpilt his

Bloodfor finners, he could not help crying even

when he was alone. I then afk'd his Wife,

who had likewiſe been abundantly comforted,

wherefore

4
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wherefore the cry'd ; fhe anfwered-Becauſe

the Indians here would not come to Chrift as

well as thofe at Crofweekfung. I asked her if

the found a Heart to pray for them, and

whether Chrift had feem'd to be near to her

of late in Prayer as in Time paft. She re-

ply'd-yes, he had been near to her, and

that at fome Times when he had been pray-

ing alone her Heart loved to pray, fo that

fhe could not bear to leave the Place, but

wanted to ſtay and pray longer.

Sept 7. Preached to the Indians from John

vi. 35-39. They appear'd ferious and at-

tentive, but there was not much Appearance

of Concern among them .

Lord'sDay, Sept. 8. Difcours'd to the In-

dians in the Forenoon from John xii. 44-50;

in the Afternoon from As ii . 36—39. The

Word of God feem'd to fall with Weight

and Influence upon them. Moft that were

preſent were in Tears, and under diftreffing

Concern for their Souls. There was one old

Man confiderably awaken'd, and there ap-

pear'd a remarkable Work ofthe Divine Spi-

rit amongthem almoft generally, not unlike

what has been of late at Crofweekfung. Some

of the careless white People were awaken'd ,

or at leaſt ſtartled, feeing the Power of God

fo prevalent among the Indians.

Some ofthe Indians in thefe Parts have al-

ways refuſed to hear me preach, and are en-

raged against thofe that attend ; and of late

D they
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they are more bitter than ever, fcoffing at

Christianity, and fometimes afking myHear

ers,How oftenthey havecry'd ; and whether they

ban't now cry'd enough to do the Turn. So that

already they have Trials of cruel Mockings.

Sept. 9. Left the Indians at the Forks of

Delaware, and fet out for Sufquehannah Ri-

ver, directing my Courfe towards an Indian

Town call'd Shaumaking. This Town lies

part on the Eaft fide of the Rive , Part on

theWeft, containing upwards of fifty Houſes,

and, they fay, near three Hundred Inhabi-

tants, of three different Tribes of Indians,

and fpeaking three different Languages. A-

bout one Half of its Inhabitants are called

Delawares ; the others are called Senaka's and

Tutela's. They are counted the most drunk-

en, mifchievous ruffianly Fellows of any in

thefe Parts.

Sept. 14. Vifited the Delaware King, who

was fuppofed to be at the Point of Death

when I was here in May laft, but recover

ed ; difcourfed with him and others refpect-

ing Chriſtianity, and had more Encourage-

ment than I expected . The King appeared

kindly difpofed, and willing to be inftructed.

Lord's Day, Sept. 15. Vifited him again ;

was kindly received by him ; and in the Af-

ternoon difcourfed to the Indians . Towards

Night met with one who underſtood the

Languages of the Six Nations, (as they are

call'd) who difcovered an Inclination to heark-

en
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en to Chriftianity : But many of them were

fo drunk from Day to Day that I could get

no Opportunity to fpeak to them. The next

Day I endeavoured to inftruct them from

Houfe to Hoafe. TowardsTowards Night I went

to a Part of the Town where they were fo-

ber, and got together near fifty Perfons , and

difcourfed to them, having firſt obtained the

King's chearful Confent. There was one or

two that feem'd to be touch'd, and appear'd

well leafed with fome Converſation after-

ward in private. My Spirits were much re-

freſhed with this Appearance of Things, and

I returned with my Interpreter rejoicing in

Hope.

Sept. 17. Spent the Forenoon in vifiting

and difcourfing to the Indians. About Noon

left Shaumoking, (moft of the Indians goin

out this Day on their Hunting Defign) and

travell'd down the River South-weftward .

Sept. 19. Vifited an Indian Town, call'd

Juneauta. Was much difcouraged with their

Temper and Behaviour. They feem refolved

to perfift in their Idolatrous Practices. The

next Day vifited them again, and found

them very bufy in making Preparations for

a great Sacrifice . My Spirits were much

funk, having no Interpreter but a Pagan,

(my own Interpreter being obliged to leave

me the Day before, and indeed he cou'd nei-

ther fpeak nor underftand the Language of

D 2 thefe
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thefe Indians) fo that I was under great Dif

advantages.

In the Evening they met together, near

an Hundred of them, and danced round a

large Fire, having prepared ten fat Deer

for the Sacrifice . The Fat of the Inwards

they burnt in the Fire, while they were danc-

ing, and fometimes rais'd the Flame to apro-

digious Height, yelling and fhouting fo loud

that they might be heard two Miles or more.

They continued their Dance almoſt all Night,

after which they eat the Flefh of the Sacrifice,

and then retired to their Lodgings. I en-

joy'd little Satisfaction this Night in the midft

of this idolatrous Revel ; and having walk'd

to and fro till both Body and Mind were

pain'd, and much opprefs'd, I at length got.

into a little Crib made for Corn, and there

flept on the Poles.

Lord's Day, Sept. 22. Spent the Day with

the Indians on the Ifland . As foon as they

were well up, I laboured to get them toge-

ther to inftruct them , but foon found they

had fomething elfe to do ; for near Noon

they gather❜d together all their Powwows (or

Conjurers) and fet about fix of them to play-

ing their juggling Tricks in order to find out

whythey were then fo fickly upon the Iſland :

Numbers of them being at this Time difor-

der'd with a Fever and bloody Flux. In this

Exercife they were engaged feveral Hours,

fometimesfinging, fometimes howling, fome-

times
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times extending their Hands to the utmoſt

Stretch, fpreading all their Fingers, and

feeming to puſh with them ; fometimes.

ftroking their Faces with their Hands, then

fpirting Water as fine as Miſt, ſetting, ly-

ing, bowing, wringing their Sides, twiſting

their Faces, turning up their Eyes, grunting,

puffing, &c. Some of them were much

more fervent and devout, and feem'd to chant,

peep, and mutter with a Degree of Warmth,

as if determined to awaken and engage the

Powers below. I fat about thirty Feet from

them, tho' undifcover'd, with my Bible in

my Hand, refolving ifpoffible to fpoil their

Sport, and prevent their receiving any An-

fwer from the infernal World. When they

had continued their hideous Charms and In-

cantations more than three Hours , having in

that Space of Time taken fundry Intervals.

of Reft, they broke up, I apprehend, with-

out receiving any Anfwer at all.

After they had done Powwowing, I at-

tempted to difcourfe with them about Chrif-

tianity, but they foon fcattered , and gave

me no Opportunity. A View ofthefe things,

being entirely alone, deftitute of the Society

of any one that fo much as named the Name

ofChrift, almost ſtripp'd me of all Hope of

propagating the Golpel here, and render'd

this the moft burdenfome Sabbath I.ever faw.

The next Day I made fome further Attempis

to chriftianize them , but to no Purpofe..

D 3 They
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They live fo near the white People that they

are always in the way of ftrong Liquors, and

of the ill Examples of nominal Chriftians,

which renders it unfpeakably difficult to treat

with them about Chriſtianity.

Forks of Delaware 1745.

October 1. Difcourfed to the Indians here,

and ſpent fome Time in private Conference

with them about Soul-concerns ; and after-

wards invited them to accompany me, or

follow me to Crofweekfung as foon as their

Conveniency would admit ; which Invita-

tion fome of them chearfully accepted.

•

Crofweekfung 1745, Oct. 5. Preached to

my People from John xiv. 1-6. The Di-

vine Prefence feem'd to be in the Affembly.

Numbers were affected , and to fome it was

a Seafon of Comfort. O what a Difference

is there between thefe and the Indians on Suf-

quehannah! How great the Change lately

made on thefe, who not many Months ago

were many ofthem as thoughtlefs, and averfe

to Chriſtianity as thofe upon Susquehannah !

And how aftonishing is that Grace which has

made this Change!

Lord's Day, Oct. 6. Preached in the Fore-

noon from John x . 7-11 . And in the Af-

ternoon on the Story of the Jaylor : And in

the Evening expounded Acts xx . 1-12 .

There was at this Time a very agreeable

Melting
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Melting ſpread thro' the whole Affembly.

Scarce a dry Eye to be feen among them ;

yet nothing boisterous or unfeemly ; nothing

that might difturb publick Worship, but

tended rather to excite a Chriftian Ardour,

and Spirit of Devotion. After publick Ser-

vice I withdrew, and the Indians continued

praying together near two Hours. It was

very refreshing to fee thoſe who lately were

Pagans and Idolaters, having no Hope, and

without God in the World, now fill'd with a

Senfe of Divine Love and Grace, and wor-

fhipping the Father in Spirit and in Truth,

as Numbers here appeared to do.

Oct. 24. Difcourfed fromJohn iv. 13 , 14 .

'Tis furprizing to fee how eager they are of

hearing the Word of God . I have often

thought they would chearfully and diligently

attend Divine Worſhip a whole Day toge-

ther. On the 25th difcourfed on the Refur-

rection from Luke xx. 27-36. Numbers

were much affected and melted with a View

of the Bleffednefs of the godly, their final

Freedom from Sin and Sorrow, their equa-

lity to the Angels, and their being the Chil-

dren of God, and openly acknowledged by

him as fuch.

Oct. 26. Being called to affift at the Ad-

miniſtration of the Lord's Supper in a neigh-

bouring Congregation I invited my People

to go with me, who moft of them now un-

derſtood

2
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derſtood fomething of the English Tongue,

and chearfully embraced the Opportunity..

Lord'sDay, Oct. 27. While I was preach-

ing to a vaft Affembly, who generally ap- .

peared fecure enough, there was one Indian

Woman, a Stranger, who had never heard

me before, feiz'd with fuch a preffing Con-

cern for her Soul, that the expreffed a great

Defire to go home and call her Hufband

(more than forty Miles diftant) that he alfo

might be awaken'd to a Concern for his Soul.

The pious People of the English feem'd re-

frefh'd with feeing the Indians worſhip God

in fo devout and folemn a manner with the

Affembly of his People. Preached again

the next Day, and my People ftill exprefs'd

their Defires to hear the Word of God.

Crofweekfung, Oct. 28. Difcourfed from

Mat. xxii. 1-13 The Word of God

feem'd to fall upon the Affembly with a Di-

vine Power and Influence, efpecially towards

the Clofe ; and there was both a fweet Melt-

ing, and bitter Mourning in the Audience.

So much ofthe Divine Prefence appeared in

the Affembly, that it feemed this was no

other than the Houfe of God, and the Gate

of Heaven. And many were constrained

by the Sweetness of that Seafon to fay, Lord

it is goodfor us to be here.

Nov. 1. Difcourfed from Lukexxiv, briefly

explaining the whole Chapter.

A
Lord's
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Lord's Day, Nov. 3. Preached to my Peo-

ple from Luke xvi. 17. There was fome ap-

parent Concern and Affection in the Affem-

bly, though far lefs than has been uſual of

late. Afterwards I baptized fourteen Indians,

fix Adults, and eight Children. One of

them was near fourfcore Years of Age, and I

have reafon to hope God has brought her

favingly Home to himfelf. Two of the

others were Men of about fifty, who had.

been fingular and remarkable, even among

the Indians, for Wickedness ; one had been

a Murderer, and both notorious Drunkards,

as well as exceffively quarrelfome ; yet now.

I can't but hope both are become Subjects of

God's fpecial Grace. And there was not one

of the Adults I baptized, who had not given

me fome comfortable Grounds to hope God

had wrought a Work of fpecial Grace in

their Hearts.

Nov. 4. Difcourfed from John xi . briefly

explaining moſt of the Chapter, Divine

Truths made deep Impreffions on many in

the Affembly. Numbers were affected with

a View of the Power of Chrift to raiſe the

Dead, particularly dead Souls to a fpiritual

Life. Some that were lately come from re-

mote Places, were brought under deep and

preffing Concern ; particularly one who not

long fince came half drunk, railed on us,

and attempted various Ways to diſturb us in

Divine
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Divine Worſhip, was now fo concern'd and

diftrefs'd for her Soul, that the feem'd unable

to get any Eafe without an Intereft in Chrift.

Baptized a Child this Day, and perceived

fome of the baptized Perfons affected with

the Adminiftration of this Ordinance, as be-

ing thereby minded of their own folemn En-

gagements. I have now baptized in all forty-.

feven Indians, twenty-three Adults, and

twenty-four Children. Thirty-five of them

belong to thefe Parts, the Reft to the

Forks of Delaware. And, thro' rich Grace,

they have none of them as yet been fuffered.

to difgrace their Profeffion of Chriftianity by.

any ſcandalous or unbecoming Behaviour.

I might now make many Remarks onfo

remarkable a Work ofGrace as this has been,

but fhall confine my felf to a few Hints only.

1.'Tis remarkable that God began this-

Work among the Indians, at a Time when

I had the leaft Hope, or rational Profpect of

ſeeing fuch a Work propagated among

them My bodily Strength being then much

wafted, and my Mind exceedingly depreſs'd

with a View of the Unfuccefsfulneſs of my

Labours, fo that I had begun to entertain

ferious Thoughts of my giving up my Mif-

fion. And in this Frame of Mind I first vi

fited thefe Indians at Crofweekfung : And yet

this was the very Seafon in which God faw-

fit to begin this glorious Work. And thus

he
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he ordained Strength out of Weakneſs , mak-

ing bare his Almighty Arm at a Time when

all Hopes and Human Probabilities feemed

to fail.-Itisgood to follow the Path ofDuty,

tho' in the midst of Darkness and Difcourage-

ment.

2. 'Tis remarkable how God providen-

tially, and in a manner unaccountable, called

thefe Indians together to be inítructed . When

I firft came , I found not one Man in the

Place ; only four Women, and a few Chil-

dren ; but before I had been here many Days

they gathered from all Quarters, fome from

more than twenty Miles diftant ; and at my

fecond Vifit fome came from more than

forty Miles. And many came without any

Intelligence of what was going on here, fo

that it feemed as if God hadfummoned them

together from all Quarters to hear his Gof-

pel. Nor is it lefs furprizing that they were,

one after another, affected with a folemn

Concern for their Souls almoft as foon as

they came upon the Spot where Divine

Truths were taught. After this Work of

Grace begun withPower it was common for

Strangers of the Indians, before they had

been with us one Day, to be deeply con-

vinced of their Sin and Miſery, and folici-

toufly enquire what they must do to be faved.

3. 'Tis likewife remarkable how God pre-

ferv'd theſe poor Indians from being preju-

diced
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diced againſt me by Means ufed for that Pur-

pofe by ungodly People. Abundance of de-

lufive artful Suggeſtions were employed to

prejudice them againft, or affright themfrom

Chriftianity ; but they all conftantly turn'd

againſt the Authors of them, and (thro' the

Divine Goodneſs) only ſerved to engage the

Affections of the Indians more firmly to me.

And it ſeems the more wonderful in that I

was an utter Stranger, and the others their

old Acquaintance. But if God will work,

who can binder or refift?

4. Nor is it lefs wonderful how God was

pleafed to provide a Remedy for my Want

of Skill in the Indian Language, by remark-

ably fitting my Interpreter for the Perform.

ance of his Work. It might be fuppofed

that Divine Truths would unavoidably lofe

much of the Energy and Pathos with which

they might at firſt be delivered, by coming

from a fecond Hand. But altho' this has

often (to my Sorrow and Difcouragement)

been the Cafe while my Interpreter had little

or no Senfe of Divine Things, yet afterward

it was quite otherwife. I can't think my Ad-

dreffes to the Indians have ordinarily, fince

this Seafon of Grace, loft any thing of the

"Power or Pungency with which they were

made. He had likewife, to Appearance an

experimental Acquaintance with Divine

Things, and longing Defires for the Conver-

fion



among the Indians. 39

fion of the Indians, and admirable Zeal and

Fervour in addreffing them in order thereto.

And 'tis remarkable, when I was favour'd

with any Special Affiftance in my Work,

and enabled to ſpeak with more than com-

mon Freedom, Fervency and Power, under

a lively and affecting Senfe ofDivine Things,

he was uſually affected in the fame Manner

almoft instantly, and feemed at once quick-

ned, and enabled to fpeak in the fame pa-

thetick Strain. And a furprizing Energy

often accompanied the Word at fuch Seafons,

fo that the whole Face of the Affembly

would be apparently changed almoſt in an

Inftant, and Tears and Sobs become com-

mon among them.

5. ' Tis further remarkable, that God car-

ried on his Work here by fuch Means, and

in fuch a Manner, as tended to obviate thoſe

Prejudices and Objections which have often

been raiſed againſt fuch a Work. None

could fay they were only frighted with a

fearful Noife of Hell and Damnation, this

Work having been begun and carried on by

almoſt one continued Strain of Gofpel-Invi-

tation to perifhing Sinners, as may be gueffed

from the Scriptures I chiefly infifted on :

Norhave I ever feen fo general an Awake-

ning in myLife, as while I was opening and

infifting on the Parable of the great Supper,

Lukexiv. In which Difcourfe I was enabled

E to
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to ſet before them the unfearchable Riches of

Gofpel-Grace. Not that I never inftructed

them refpecting their fallen State, and the

Sinfulness and Mifery of it. This was what

I at first chiefly infifted on, and endeavoured

to repeat and inculcate in almoft every Dif-

courfe,knowing that without this Foundation,

I fhould but build upon the Sand, and that it

would be in vain to invite them to Chrift

till they were convinced of their Need of

him.

Nor hasthere been any plaufible Objection

to be made againft this Work in regard to

the Manner in which it has been carried on.

The Convictions of their Sin and Mifery

have indeed produced many Tears, Cries and

Groans ; but there has been no Appearance

of thoſe Convulfions, bodily Agonies, frightful

Screamings, Swoonings . and the like, which

have been fo much complained of in other

Places. Some indeed have been for a Time,

in a great Meaſure, deprived of their bodily

Strength, yet without any convulfive Ap-

pearances.

6thly, and lastly, The Effects of this Work

have likewiſe been very remarkable. Many

of thefe People have gained more doctrinal

Knowledge of Divine Truths in lefs than five

Months than could have been inftilled into

them by the moſt diligent Uſe of the moſt

proper and inftructive Means for Years to-

gether,
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gether, without fuch a Divine Influence.

Their Pagan Notions, and idolatrous Practi-

ces, feem to be wholly abandoned. They

are regulated, and appear regularly diſpoſed

in the Affairs of Marriage. They feem ge-

nerally devorced from Drunkenneſs, their

darling Vice. A Principle of Honesty and

Juftice appears in many of them, and they

feem concerned to diſcharge old Debts which

they had neglected, and perhaps never

thought of for Years paft. Love feems to

reign amongthem, efpecially thoſe who have

given Evidences of a faving Change ; and

I have feen no Appearance of Bitterneſs or

Cenforioufhefs in thefe, or any Difpofition

to efteem themfelves better than others.

As their Sorrows under Convictions have

been great, fo have the Joys of many of

them fince been : But their Confolations have

not appear'd extatick or flighty, nor inclined

them to Lightness or Airiness, but have been

attended with Solemnity, and often with

Tears, and an apparent Brokenneſs ofHeart.

And now, upon the whole, I think I may

justly fay, here are all the Signs and Evi-

dences of a remarkable Work of Grace

among theſe Indians. May the great Author

of it maintain and promote it here, and pro-

pagate it every where, till the whole Earth

be filled with his Glory. Amen.

E 2 I have
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I have now rode more than three thoufand

Miles in the last eight Months, and almoſt

the whole of it has been about my own pro-

per Bufinefs as a Miffionary for propagating

Chriftian Knowledge among the Indians..

Several hundred Miles I have travelled, in

order to find out a fit Colleague in this

Work, but have not yet found one quali-

fied and difpofed thereto. I apprehend a

Neceffity ofhaving an English School ſpeedily

fet up among thefe Indians, who are now

willing to gather together in a Body for this

Purpoſe. The feveral Societies I have

preached to laft Summer, live at ſo great

Diſtances, and fo much of my Time is

neceffarily confumed in journeying, that I

can employ but little in any of my neceffary

Studies. The Indian Languages are ſo very

numerous, my other Labours and Fatigues

are fo great, and bear fo hard on my Confti-

tution, that I am at Times almoft difcoura-

ged from attempting to learn them. How-

ever, I have taken confiderable Pains tolearn

the Delaware Language, and as far as Health

and Bufinefs will admit, propoſe ſtill to

do fo.

As theſe ignorant Pagans ftood in Need

of having Line upon Line, fo I preached:

publickly, and taught them from Houſe to.

Houfe for whole Weeks together ; and my

publick Difcourfes did not then makeup one

half
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halfof my Work, whilst there were ſo many

conftantly coming to me with that important

Enquiry, Whatmust I do to be faved? And

yet I can fay, to the Praife of rich Grace,

the apparent Succefs of my Labours abun-

dantly compenſated all my Pains, and was

a great Means of fupporting and carrying

me thro' it. But ftill I fee great Need of

Affiſtance in myWork, and have been much

oppreffed for want of one to bear a Part of

my Labours and Hardſhips.

May the Lord of the Harveft fend forth

more Labourers into his Harvest, that they

who fit in Darkness may fee great Light, and

the whole Earth may be filled with the Know-

ledge of God.

A Continuation of the JOURNAL.

CRofweekfung, Lord's Day, Novem. 24.

Preached both Parts of the Day from

the Story of Zacheus, Luke xix. r,-9..

The Word feemed to be attended with Di-

vine Power. Numbers were much affected,

former Convictions revived, and one or two

newly awakened.

Nov. 26. After fome Time spent in pri-

vate Conferences, I preached from John v..

19. I was favoured with fome ſpecial.

Freedom11 E 3

に
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Freedom and Fervency, and a powerful

Energy accompanied Divine Truths. Many

wept, and ſcarce any appeared unconcerned .

There was no boisterous Commotion, but a

fweet and humble Melting. It ſeemed like

the gentle but conftant Showers that water

the Earth. The Perfons lately awakened

were fome of them deeply diftreffed, and

faid, They knew not what to do, nor bow to

get their wicked Hearts changed.

Nov.28. After private Inftructions, open'd

and made Remarks upon the facred Story

of our Lord's Transfiguration, Luke ix.

28,36. Had therein a principal View

to the Edification and Confolation of God's

People, and obferved fome exceedingly af-

fected with an Account of the Glory of

Chrift in his Transfiguration, and filled with

longing Defires of being with him where

he is, that they might behold his Glory. I

afked one who wept moft affectionately,

what he now wanted ? She replied, O to be

with Chrift, he did not know how to stay.

The Lord Jefus feemed to manifeft his Glory,

as when transfigured before the Diſciples..

Nov. 30. Preached near Night, after

fome Hours Conference with them, ex-

plained the Story of the rich Man and La-

xenous, Luke xvi . 19,26. The Word

made powerful Impreflions on many ofthem,

efpecially while I difcourfed of the Bleffed-

4 nefs
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Thisnefs of Lazarus in Abraham's Bofom.

affected them much more than what I spoke

of the rich Man's Mifery and Torments.

Lord's Day, Decem. 1. Preached in the

Forenoon from Luke xvi. 27,31 . In

the Afternoon preached to a Number of

white People, at which Time the Indians at-

tended with Diligence, and many were able-

to underſtand a confiderable Part of my

Diſcourſe. At Night difcourfed to my

People again, preffing themto Watchfulneſs

in all their Deportment, feeing they were

encompaffed with thoſe who watched for

their halting, and ftood ready to drawthem

into Temptations.

Lord's Day, Decem. 8. Difcourfed on the

Story of the blind Man, John ix. There

appeared no remarkable Effect of the Word

upon the Affembly at this Time. Such have

been the Doings of the Lord here in awake-

ning Sinners, and comforting Saints, that

'tis now ftrange to fee the Affembly fit with

dry Eyes, and without Sobs and Groans..

Decem. 12. Preached from the Parable of

the ten Virgins, Mat. xxv. I was favoured

with uncommon Freedom and Plainnefs of

Addrefs, and many were melted into Tears

and unaffected Sobs..

Lord's Day, Decem. 15. Preached from

Luke xiii, 24, 28. Divine Truths fell

with Weight and Power uponthe Audience.

Near



46 RifeandProgress of a Work of Grace

Near Night, difcourfed to them again from

Mat. xxv. 31 , 46. Powerful Impreffions

were made upon the Affembly in general:

It was an amazing Seafon of Grace. The

Word of the Lord this Day was quick and

powerful, fharper than a two- edged Sword,

and pierced into the Hearts of many. The

Impreffions made upon them appeared folid,

rational and deep, worthy of the folemn

Truths by means of which they were pro-

duced. How did their Hearts feem to bow

under the Weight of Divine Truths ! And

how evident did it now appear that they re-

ceived and felt them, not as the Word of

Man, but as the Word of God ! None can

frame a juft Idea of the Appearance of our

Affembly at this Time, but thoſe who have

feen a Congregation folemnly awed, and

deeply impreſſed by Divine Truths- delivered

to them in the Name of God..

Decem. 16. Difcourfed to my People in

the Evening from Luke xi. 1,13. After

having infifted on the Command and En

couragement in the 9th Verſe to aſk for Di-

vine Favours, I called upon them to aſk for

a new Heart with utmoft Importunity, as

the Man in the Parable pleaded for Loaves.

of Bread at Midnight. There was much

Affection and Concern in the Affembly;

particularly one Woman was in fuch an

Agony in feeking after Chrift, that the Sweat

ran
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ran off her Face for a good while, tho' it

was a very cold Evening, and her bitter

Cries were a moft affecting Indication of the

inward Anguifh of her Heart.

Decem. 21 , My People having attained.

to a confiderable Degree of Knowledge

in the Principles of Chriftianity, I thought.

proper to fet up a catechetical Lecture,

and this Evening attempted fomething in

that Form , propofing Queftions to them.

agreeable to the Rev. Affembly's fhorter Ca-

techifm . They were able readily and ratio

nally to answer many important Queſtions

propofed to them. In the Improvement of

the whole, when I came to infer, and open

the Bleffedneſs of thofe who have God for

their everlasting Friend and Portion , they

appeared to be much affected and engaged.

Lord's Day, Decem, 22. Difcourfed upon

the Story of the young rich Man in the

Gofpel, Mat. ix. 16, 22. God made

it a ſeaſonable Word, I am perfwaded, to

many Souls. Some Indians were newly come

here, who had lived among Quakers, and

had imbibed fome of the Quakers Errors,

particularly this fundamental one, viz. that

if Men live foberly and honeftly according

to the Dictates of their own Confciences (or

the Light within) there is no Danger or Doubt

of their Salvation . Thefe Perfons I found

worſe to deal with than the mere Pagans,

who
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who have no felf-righteous Foundation to

build upon. However, they all, but one,

appeared now convinced that this fober honeft

Life of itſelf was not fufficient to Salvation,

fince Chrift himſelf had declared it fo in

the Cafe of the young Man.

This was likewife a Seafon of Comfort

to fome Souls, and in particular to her

mentioned the 16th inftant, who had never

before obtained any fettled Comfort ; fhe

now appeared in a heavenly Frame of Mind,

compofed, and delighted with the Will of

God. When I came to difcourfe with her

particularly, and to enquire how the got

Relief from her fpiritual Diftreffes, the re-

plyed in broken English, Me try, me try

fave my felf; laft my Strength be all gone

coudn't me ftir bit furder. Den last me let

Jefus Chrift alone, fend me Hell if he pleaſe.

I faid, but you was not willing to go to

Hell, was you ? She replied, Could not me

help it. My Heart be would be wicked for

all. Could not me make him good. By, by,

myHeart be grad defperately. I aſked her

why her Heart was glad. She replied,

Grad my Heart, Jefus Christ do what be

be pleafe with me. Den me tink, grad my

Heart Jefus Chrift fend me Hell. Lidn't me

care, me love him for all. And ſhe could

not readily be convinced, but that he was

willing to go to Hell, if Chrift was pleafed

to
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to fend her there. Tho' the Truth evidently

was, her Will was fo fwallowed up in the

Will of God, that fhe could not frame any

Hellin her Imagination that would be dread-

ful or undefireable, provided it was but the

Will of God to fend her toit.

Towards Evening I proceeded in the ca

techetical Method ; and when I came to

anfwer that Queſtion, how they should know

whether God has chofen them to everlasting

Life ? by preffing them to come and give

up their Hearts to Chrift, and thereby make

their Election fure, thoſe under Concern were

afreſh engaged in feeking an Intereft in him,

and others who had obtained Comfort were

refreshed to find in themſelves that Love to

God, which was an Evidence of his electing

Love to them.

Decem. 25. The Indians having been uſed

on Christmas-Days to drink and revel with

the white People, I thought proper to call

them together, and difcourfed to them on

the Parable of the barren Fig- tree, from

Luke xiii. 6,-9. A Divine Influence, I'm

perfwaded, accompanied the Word at this

Seaſon, and feemed to be like the Influence of

the Earthquake rather than the Whirl- wind

them. Their Paffions did not appear

fo much alarmed, as their Judgments con-

vinced, by the mafterly and conquering

Power of Divine Truths. God was in the

upon

midft
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midst of us of a Truth, bowing and melting

ſtubborn Hearts. They feemed to watch

and wait for God's Word, as the thirſty

Earth for the former and latter Rain. After-

wards I difcourfed to them on the Duties of

Hufbands andWives, from Eph. v. 22 ,—33.

And in the Evening inculcated upon them

the Truths I had infifted on in my former

Difcourfe, and obferved a powerful Influ-

ence ftill accompanying what was fpoken.

Decem. 26. This Evening was vifited by

a very old Woman, who appeared to be

much broken and childish thro' Age, but

under great fpiritual Exercife. She was led

by the Hand to my Houfe, and appeared

in extreme Anguish . When I aſked what

ailed her, fhe replied, Her Heart was dif

treffed, and he feared fhe should never find

Christ . She told me ſhe had heard me preach

often, but never knew any thing about it till

the laſt Sabbath, and then it came, ſhe ſaid,

all one as if a Needle had been thrust into

her Heart, fince which Time ſhe had no Reft

Day nor Night. That on the Evening

before Christmas, a Number of Indians dif-

courfing together about Chrift at a Houſe

where ſhe was, their Talk pricked her Heart,

fo that he could not fit up, but fell down

on the Bed, at which Time he went away,

(as the expreffed it) and felt as if ſhe dream'd,

and yet is confident fhe did not dream.

When
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When he was thus gone, fhe faw two

Paths ; one appeared verybroad and crooked,

and that, fhe fays, turned to the left Hand :

The other appeared ftraight and very narrow,

and that went up the Hill to the right Hand.

She travelled, the faid, for fome Time up

the narrow Right-hand Path, till at length

fomething feemed to obftruct her Journey.

She fometimes called it Darkneſs , fometimes

compared it to a Block or Bar. She then

remembred, fhe fays, what fhe had heard

me fay about ftriving to enter in at the

ftrait Gate, and thought he would climb

over this Bar : But juft as fhe was thinking

of this, the came back again, as ſhe termed

it, meaning that fhe came to herſelf ; where-

upon fhe was extremely diftreffed, appre-

hending fhe had now turned back and for-

faken Christ, and that there was therefore no

Hope of any Mercy for her.

As I was fenfible that Trances and ima-

ginary Views of Things are of dangerous

Tendency in Religion, when fought after

and depended upon, fo I could not but be

much concerned about this Exerciſe, eſpe-

cially at firſt, fearing this might be aDefign

of Satan to bring a Blemiſh upon the Work

of God here, by introducing vifionary Scenes,

imaginary Terrors, and all manner of mental

Diforders and Delufions, in the room of ge-

nuine Convictions of Sin, and the enlightning

F Influences
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Influences of the bleffed Spirit, and was

almoft refolved to declare, that I looked

upon this as one of Satan's Devices, and to

caution my People againſt it as fuch. How-

ever, I determined firft to enquire into her

Knowledge, to fee whether fhe had any juſt

Views of Things, which might occafion her

prefent diftreffing Concern, or whether it

was a meer Fright arifing only from ima-

ginary Terrors. I afked her divers Que-

ftions refpecting Man's primitive, and more

eſpecially his prefent State, and reſpecting

her own Heart, which the anſwered rati-

onally, and to my Surpriſe. And I thought

it was next to impoffible, that a Pagan, who

was become a Child thro' Age, fhould in

that State gain fo much Knowledge by any

meer human Inſtruction, without being re-

markably enlightned from above.

I then propoſed to her the Proviſion made

in the Goſpel for the Salvation of Sinners,

and the Ability and Willingneſs of Chriſt

to fave to the uttermoft all that came to

him . To which fhe affented, but inftantly

replied, Ay, but I can't come, my wicked

Heart won't come to Chrift, I don't know

bow to come, &c. And this fhe fpake in An-

guifh of Spirit, ftriking on her Breaft,

with Tears in her Eyes, and with fuch

Earneftneſs in her Looks, as was indeed

piteous and affecting. She feems to be

really
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really convinced of her Sin and Miſery, and

her need of a Change of Heart ; and her

Concern is abiding and conftant , and [

hope will have a faving Iffue.

How far God may make Ufe of the Ima-

gination in awakening fome Perfons, I can't

pretend to determine. Or whether this Ex-

erciſe be from a Divine Influence, I fhall

leave others to judge. This I must say,

that its Effects hitherto befpeak it to be

fuch.

Decem. 28. Difcourfed to my People in

the catechetical Method, and the Lord, I

truft, granted a remarkable Influence of his

bleffed Spirit to accompany what was spoken.

Two or three Perfons in particular feemed

to be brought to the laft Exerciſes of a pre-

paratory Work, being in a great meaſure

convinced of the Impoffibility of their help-

ing themſelves, and feemed to be upon the

Point of giving up all Hope in themselves,

and of venturing upon Chrift as naked,

helpless and undone ; and yet were in Di-

ſtreſs and Anguiſh, wanting to doſomething

toward faving themſelves. One of theſe

was the very aged Woman laft- mentioned,

who now appeared weary and heavy laden

with a Senfe of her Sin and Mifery, and

Need of an Intereft in Chrift.

Lord's Day, Decem. 29. Freached from

John iii. 15. Anumber of white People

F2 were
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were prefent, as is ufual on the Sabbath.

The Difcourfe was accompanied with Power,

and there were fome Tears among the white

People, as well as the Indians. But the Im-

preffions made on their Hearts appeared

chiefly by the extraordinary Earneftneſs of

their Attention, and their heavy Sighs. After

publick Worſhip was over, I went to my

Houfe, intending to preach again after a

fhort Intermiffion : But they foon came in,

one after another, with Tears in their Eyes,

enquiring, What they should do to be fared?

What I spoke was fet home in ſuch a

Manner, that the Houfe was foon filled

with Cries and Groans. Upon this they

all flocked together, and the moſt careless

were almoſt univerfally feized with Concern

for their Souls.

It was an amazing Seafon of Power, as if

God had bowed the Heavens and come down.

So aftonishingly prevalent was the Opera-

tion upon old as well as young, that it ſeem'd

as if none would be left in a fecure and na-

tural State, but that God was now about to

convert all the World. 'Tis impoffible to

give a juft Defcription of the Appearance

of Things, fuch as to convey an adequate Idea

ofthe Effect of this Influence. Some were re-

joicing to fee ſo manyſtriving to enter in at the

Straight Gate, and wanted to puſh them for-

ward, as fome expreffed it. Others, both

old
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old and young, of both Sexes were in Tears,

and in Anguiſh of Spirit, with down-caft

Looks like condemned Malefactors. So that

there ſeemed to be a lively Emblem of the

folemn Day of Accounts, or a Mixture of

Heaven and Hell. Their Concern and reli-

gious Affection was fuch, that I could only

difcourfe to one and another, and fometimes

addrefs them all together, and at laſt con-

cluded with Prayer. Such were their Cir-

cumſtances, that I could fcarce get half an

Hour's Intermiffion from ſpeaking from half

an Hour before twelve till paſt ſeven at

Night.

Dec. 30. Was vifited by four or five young

Perfons under Concern for their Souls, moft

of whom were very lately awakened . The

next Day viſited my Pe ple from Houſe to

to Houſe, and fcarce left a Houſe without

fome of its Inhabitants in Tears. They are

now gathered together from all Quarters,

and have built them little Cottages, fo that

more than twenty Families live within aQuar-

ter of a Mile of me. The next Day viſited

them again, and found ſcarce one who was

not under ferious Impreffions. Strangers are

almoſt continually dropping in, fo that I

have Occafion repeatedly to open and incul-

cate the firſt Principles of Chriftianity.

Jan. 4. Profecuted my catechetical Me-

thod of inftructing, found my People able

F 3 to
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to anſwer Queſtions with Propriety, and di-

vers were much affected and refreshed.

Lord'sDay,Jan.5. Difcourfed from Mat.xii,

10-13. There appeared not ſo much Live-

linefs and Affection in Divine Service as ufual,

The fameTruths which have often produced

Tears and Sobs in the Affembly feem'd now

to have nofpecial Influence upon any. Af-

terwards baptized the Woman mentioned

Dec. 22, and one Child. This Woman has

difcovered a fweet and heavenly Frame of

Mind fince her firft Reception of Comfort.

One Morning fhe came to me with unuſual

Joy, and told me, God had made her feel

'twas right for him to do what he pleaſed with

all Things ; that ' twould be right if he should

caft her Husband and Son both into Hell: Tho'

'twas apparent ſhe loved them dearly. And

underſtanding that I was fent to preach to

the Indians by fome good People in Scotland,

fhe faid, ber Heart loved thefegood People fo,

the Evening before, that she could fcarce help

prayingfor them all Night ; her Heart would

go to Godfor them, &c.

Near Night I intended to have proceeded

in my uſual Method of catechifing, but while

we were engaged in the firft Prayer, the

Power of God feemed to defcend upon the

Affemblyin fuch a remarkable manner, that

I thought it more expedient to infift upon the

plentiful Proviſion of the Goſpel, and prefs

them
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them to a ſpeedy Acceptance of the great

Salvation, than to afk them Queſtions about

doctrinal Points, while Numbers appeared

fo folicitous to obtain an Intereſt in the great

Redeemer.

Jan. 11. Difcourfed in a catechetical Me-

thod, opened our firſt Parents primitive Apo-

ftacy, and our Fall in him, and proceeded to

fhew the Neceffity we ftood in of an Al-

mighty Saviour, and of an Interest in his

Merits and Meditation. There was fome

Tenderneſs and affectionate Concern vifible

in the Affembly.

Lord's Day, Jan. 12. Preached from Iſa.

lv. 6. There was a powerful Revival ofCon-

victions in Numbers, who were under fpiri-

tual Exerciſe before. Towards Night cate-

chifed. Near the Clofe of my Diſcourſe there

appeared a great Concern. The Spirit of

God feems from Time to Time to be ſtriv-

ing with Numbers of Souls, fo that they

feem unable at preſent to lull themſelves a-

fleep. The next Day was vifited by ſeveral

under deep Concern for their Souls, one of

whom was newly awakened. 'Tis a moft

agreeable Work to treat with Souls who

come earneſtly enquiring, What they must do

to be faved, and we should never be weary in

well-doing. And yet my Health is fo im-

paired, and my Spirits wafted with my La-

bours, and folitary manner of living (there

2 being
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being no human Creature in the Houſe with

me) that their repeated and almoſt inceffant

Application to me is fometimes exceeding

burdenfome, ſo that I become fit for nothing

at all, entirely unable fometimes to proſecute

any Buſineſs for Days together.

Jan. 14. Spent fomeTime in private Con-

ferences, and found ſome diſpoſed to take

Comfort, as I thought, upon flight Grounds.

They are now fo generally awakened, and

'tis become fo difgraceful, as well as terrify-

ing to the Confcience, to be deftitute of Re-

ligion, that they are in great Danger of tak-

ing up with any Appearances of Grace, ra-

ther than to live under the Difgrace and Fear

ofan unregenerate State.

Jan. 19. Profecuted my catechetical Me-

thod . When I first entered upon this Me-

thod of inftructing, I was jealous, left my

Difcourfes would unavoidably be fo doctrinal,

that they would tend only to enlighten the

Head, and not affect the Heart. But the

Event proves quite otherwife ; for thefe Ex-

ercifes have been remarkably bleffed, and to

Day in particular, in the latter as well as

former Refpects.

lv. 7.

Lord's Day, Jan. 19. Preached from Ifa.

Toward Night catechifed : And

this appeared to be a powerful Seaſon of

Grace. Numbers were much affected ; Con-

victions were powerfully revived ; divers of

the
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the Chriftians refreshed and ſtrengthened ;

and one weary heavy-laden Soul brought, I

believe, to true Reft and folid Comfort in

Chriſt.

He told me he had often heard me fay that

Perfons muſt fee and feel themfelves utterly

helpless and undone, and muſt be emptied of

all Dependance on themfelves ; and this he

had long been ftriving after, imagining God

would have Refpect to this Frame.- But

when he came to feel himſelf in this helpless

Condition, he found it quite contrary to what

he expected, and that inftead of its being a

good Frame of Mind, he faw nothing but

badness in himſelf, and that he could do no-

thing to make himſelf better . Inftead of

imagining now that God would be pleafed

with him for the Sake of his feeing his undone

State, he faw clearly it would be juſt with

God to fend him to eternal Mifery, that

there was no Goodneſs in whathe then felt,

but that he was naked, finful, and miferable.

In this Frame of Mind he came to day to

publick Worſhip ; and while I was inviting

Sinners to come to Chrift naked and empty,

he tried, but found he could not come, and

it feemed utterly vain for him ever to try any

more. But, he faid, while he was muſing

upon it, he faw with his Heart ( which is a

common Phrafe among them) fomething

that was unspeakably good and lovely, which

he
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he had never ſeen before, and this ftole away

bis Heart whether he would or no. He did

not know what ' twas he he faw ; he did not

fay, this is Jefus Chriſt, but 'twas fuch Glory

and Beauty as he never faw before. He did

not now give away his Heart fo as he for-

merly intended and attempted to do, but it

went away of itself, after that Glory be then

difcovered. After fome Time he was won-

derfully pleafed with the Way of Salvation

by Chrift ; fo that it feemed unſpeakably

better to be faved altogether by the meerfree

Grace of God in Chrift, than to have any

Hand in faving himfelf. The Confequence

of this is, he ſeems to maintain a Senfe and

Relish of Divine Things, and to maintain a

Life of Religion.

Jan. 30. Preached from John iii. 16, 17.

There was fome Affection vifible in the Au-

dience, and one with much Concern after-

wards told me, bis Heart was fo pricked with

myPreaching he knew not where to turn, or

what to do. The next Day the Perfon I had

made Choice of for a School-mafter came to

us, whereupon I diftributed feveral Dozen of

Primers among the Children, and on the

morrow he entered upon his Bufinefs. He

has generally thirteen Children and young

Perfons in his School in the Day-time, and

about fifteen married People in his Evening

School.

In
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In the Evening catechifed in my ufual

Method. Towards the Clofe of my Dif-

courſe a furprizing Power feemed to attend

the Words. One Man far in Years, who

had been a remarkable Drunkard, a Con-

jurer, and a Murderer, who was awakened

fome Months before, was now brought to

great Extremity under fpiritual Diftrefs, fo

that he trembled for Hours together, and

apprehended himſelfjuft dropping into Hell.

Many others appeared under great Concern ,

and folicitous to obtain a faving Change.

Lord's Day, Feb 2. Preached from John

v. 24, 25. Toward Night catechifed. Ob-

ſerved my People more ready in anſwering

the Queſtions than ever before. ' Tis appa-

rent they advance daily both in doctrinaland

experimental Knowledge. The Evening of

next Day difcourfed to a confiderable Num-

ber, at which Time many appeared much

affected and melted with divine Things.

Feb. 8. Vifited my People from Houſe to

Houſe. Many wept, and appeared con-

cerned for nothing fo much as an Intereſt in

the dear Redeemer. In the Evening cate-

chifed, and fome feemed affectionately en-

gaged.

Lord's Day, Feb. 9. Difcourfed from the

Story of the blind Man, Mat. x. 46–52.

Several who have been remarkably ftupid and

careless, were now awakened, and wept affe-

tionately.
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tionately. And the most earneſt Attention,

as well as Tenderneſs and Affection appear'd

in the Audience univerfally. Afterwards

baptized three Adults, and one Child. The

Adults I have reafon to hope are truly pious.

God hath been pleaſed to own and bleſs the

Adminiftration of this as well as his other

Ordinances among the Indians. Some have

been powerfully awakened by feeing others

baptized ; others have obtained Relief and

Comfort.

Towards Night catechifed. God made

this a profitable Seafon to fome. One who

had been a vile Drunkard was remarkably

awakened. He was in great Anguiſh of

Soul, wept and trembled, and continued to

do fo till near Midnight. Another, a poor

heavy laden Soul, was nowbrought to a com-

fortable Calm, and bowed and reconciled to

the Divine Sovereignty. She told me the

heavy Burden fhe had lain under was now

removed ; that fhe felt fhe never could do

any thing to fave herſelf, but muſt periſh for

ever if Chrift did not do all for her ; that

fhe did not deferve he ſhould help her, but

Chrift could fave her, tho' fhe could do no-

thing to fave herfelf, &c. And here the

feemed to reſt.

Forks
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Forks ofDelaware in Penfylvania, 1746.

Lord's Day, Feb. 16. Knowing that many

of the Indians here were obftinately fet againſt

Chriſtianity, I took fix of the moſt ſerious

and knowing of my People, and brought

them with me from Crofweekfung, hoping it.

might be a Means to convince them of the

Truth and Importance of Chriftianity, to

fee and hear fome of their own Nation dif-

courfing of Divine Things ; and many met

with us to Day, who probably could not

have been prevailed on to attendthe Meeting,

had it not been for thefe religious Indians.

Some behaved foberly, and others laugh'd :

However, the Word of God fell with fuch

Weight, that fundry of them feemed to be

ftunned, and expreffed a Willingneſs to bear

me again of thefe Matters. After publick

Worſhip, took fome Pains to convince thoſe

who laughed, and mocked, of the Truth

and Importance of what I had been infifting

on, which ſeemed to take confiderable Effect

upon one ofthe worst of them.

The next Day, having ſpent much Time.

in difcourfing to the Indians in their re-

fpective Houfes, I got them together, and

repeated and inculcated what I had before

taught them. Afterwards difcourfed from

Ats viii. 5-8. A divine Influence feemed

G to
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to attend the Word. Sundry of the Indians

ſeemed fomewhat awakened, and manifefted

a Concern by their earneſt Attention, Tears,

and Sobs. My People from Crofweekfung

continued with them Day and Night, re-

peating and inculcating the Truths I taught;

and fometimes pray'd, and fung Pfalms a-

mongthem ; and difcourfed with each other

in their Hearing, of what great things God

had done for them, and for the Indians at

Crofweekfung, which feemed to have more

Effect on them than all they could fay to

them .

Feb. 18. Preached to an Affembly ofIrish

near fifteen Miles diftant from the Indians.

Next Day preached to the Indians again,

having ſpent confiderable Time in converfing

with them more privately. There appeared

a great Solemnity, and fome Concern and

Affection among them. Divers of the In-

dians here feem to have their Prejudices re-

moved, and to be well difpofed to hear the

Word of God.

Feb. 20. Preached to an Affembly ofHigh

Dutch, who had feldom heard the Gospel,

and were very ignorant. They gave won-

derful Attention, and fome of them after-

wards faid they had never been ſo much en-

lightened about the Way of Salvation before.

They requeſted me to tarry, or come again ;

and it grieved me that I could do neither,

they
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they being as Sheep without a Shepherd, and

fome of them under Soul-Trouble. The

next Day preached to a Number of People,

many of them Low Dutch. Some of the

fore-mentioned High Dutch attended the Ser-

vice, tho' eight or ten Miles diftant from

their own Houfes. And there were two par-

ticularly of the Indians here, who the laft

Sabbath expofed and ridiculed Chriftianity,

now behaved foberly.

Feb. 22. Preached to the Indians. They

appeared more free from Prejudice, and more

cordial to Chriſtianity ; and fome of them

feemed affected with divine Truths.

Lord'sDay, Feb. 23. Preached to the In-

dians from John vi. 35-37. After publick

Service difcourfed privately with fome of

them, who ſeemed confiderably enlightened,

and invited them to go down to Crofweek-

fung, where they would be free from the

Scoffs and Temptations of the oppofing Pa-

gans, and got a Promiſe of fome ofthem.

Crofweekfung in New-Jersey.

March 1. Catechiſed in my ordinary Me-

thod. Toward the Clofe divine Truths

made confiderable Impreffions upon the Au-

dience.

Lord's Day, March 2. Preached from

John xv. 1-6. The Affembly appeared

G 2 not
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not fo lively in their Attention as ufual, nor

fo much affected with divine Truths. Two

of the Indians belonging to the Forks are

come. May the Lord meet with them here.

They can ſcarce go into a Houfe now, but

they'll meet with Chriftian Converſation.

Difcourfed to the Indians again in the After-

noon, and obferved amongthem fome Live-

lineſs and Engagement in divine Service. I

know of no Affembly of Chriftians where

there feems to be fo much of the Prefence of

God, where brotherly Love fo much prevails,

although nine Months ago they were wor-

fhipping Devils and dumb Idols. Amazing

Change this ! It is the Lord's Doing, andjuſtly

marvellous in our Eyes.

Mar, 5. Spent fome Time juft at Evening

in Prayer, finging, and difcourfing to my

People. Their Situation now is focompact,

that they are eaſily called together with only

the Sound of a Conk-Shell ; fo that they have

frequent Opportunities of attending divine

Service, which feems, under God, a great

Means of keeping the Impreffions of divine

Things alive in their Minds.

Mar. 8. Catechifed my People in the

Evening. Their Knowledge in Religion in-

creaſes daily, And the Divine Prefence

feemed to be in the Affembly this Evening:

Divine Truths were attended with fuch In-

fluence upon the Affembly in general, that

it
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it might justly be called an Evening of Di-

rine Power.

Lord's Day, Mar. 9. Preached from Luke

x. 38-42. Numbers were affected, and

concerned to obtain the one Thing needful ;

and others who ſeem truly gracious were af-

fected with their want of Spirituality, and

faw the Need they ftood in of growing in

Grace. In the Afternoon I intended to have

catechifed ; but while we were engaged inthe

first Prayer, a great Part of the Affembly

was fo much moved, that I thought it fea-

fonable to infift on the moſt practical Truths.

There appeared to be a powerful divine In-

fluence upon them. Sundry were fo touched

with a Senſe of their own Barrenness, and

their unworthy Treatment of the bleffed Re-

deemer, that they looked on him as pierced

by themſelves, and mourned, and were in

Bitternefs as for a Firft-born. Others were

in Anguiſh of Soul to obtain an Intereft in

Chrift; fo that there was a very great mourn

ing. And one or two Perfons, newly come,

were awakened. It was a fweet Seaſon. Thofe

who had a Relifh for divine Things could

not but cry-How amiable are thy Taberna-

eles, O Lord of Hofts !

After publick Worship was done, Num-

bers cameto myHoufe, where we fung ; and

whilewe werefinging, theWoman mentioned

Feb. 9, I may venture to ſay, if I may be

G 3
allowed



68 Rife andProgress ofa WorkofGrace

allowed to fay fo of any Perfon I ever faw,

was filled with Joy unspeakable and full of

Glory, and could not but burft forth in Prayer

and Praife to God, crying, fometimes in

English, and fometimes in Indian.- O bleſſed

Lord! do come, do come ! O do take me away!

do let me die andgo to Jefus Chrift. O dear

Jefus do come! I can'tstay, I can't ftay! O

bow canIlivein this World? Do take mySoul

awayfrom this finful Place ! with much more

to the fame Purpoſe. In this Extafy the con-

tinued fome time, and when ſhe had a little

recovered herſelf, I afked her, if Chrift was

not now fweet to her Soul ? Whereupon,

turning to me with Tears in her Eyes, and

with all the Tokens of deep Humility, the

faid, Ihave many times heard youspeak ofthe

Goodness and Sweetness of Christ, but I knew

nothing what you meant ; Inever believedyour

but now Iknow he is better than all theWorld.

I afked, and do you fee enough in Chrift for

the greateſt of Sinners ? She replied, O e-

nough, enoughfor all the Sinners in the World

if they would but come.
And turning, at my

Defire, to fome poor Chriftlefs Souls who

ftood by much affected, ſhe ſaid, O there's

enough in Chriftforyou all, ifyou would but

come. Oftrive, ftrive to give up your Hearts

to him. Then hearing fomewhat of the Glory

of Heaven mentioned, fhe again fell into an

Extafy of Joy, and cried out as before, O

2 dear
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dear Lord, do let mego! O what shall I do?

I want to go to Chrift, &c. In this ſweet

Frame fhe continued more than two Hours.

Of all the Perfons I ever faw under fpiri-

tual Exercife, I fcarce ever faw onefo bowed

and broken under Convictions as thisWoman.

None feemed to have greater Acquaintance

with their own Hearts. She wouldfrequently

complain of the Hardneſs and Rebellion of

her Heart, and appeared to be no lefs re-

markably bow'd to divine Sovereignty be-

fore the obtained any Relief, as I noticed

Feb.9 . fince which ſhe hathfeemed conftantly

to breath the Spirit and Temper of the new

Creature. When I have fometimes aſked her

why the appeared foforrowful ? Was fhe a

fraid of Hell? She would anfwer, No, I

ben't fo much distress'd about that, but myHeart

is fo wicked I can't love Chrift, and thereupon

burſt out into Tears.

This fweet and furprifing Extafy feemed

toSpring from a true fpiritual Difcovery of

the Glory, raviſhing Beauty and Excellency

of Christ, not from anygrofs imaginary Ideas

of his human Nature : Nor from a felfift

Apprehenfion of Benefit conferred on her;

but from a View of his perfonal Excellency ,

and tranfcendent Lovelinefs. She feemed to

view divine Truths as living Realities, and

could fay, Iknow thefe Things are fo : I feel

them to be true. Now herSoul was refigned

to
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to the divine Will. Being afked, what if

God fhould take your Hufband from you

(who was then very fick) how could you

bear that ? She replied, He belongs to God,

and not me, he may do with himjust what he

pleafes. Now he could freely traft her. All

with God for Time and Eternity. Being aſk-

ed, bow fhe could be willing to die, and

leave her little Infant, what did the think

would become of it? She anſwered, God will

take Care of it ; it belongs to him ; be will

take Care of it.

Now the appeared to have the moſt hum-

bling Senſe ofher own Meannefs, Unworthi-

nefs, and Weakneſs, crying, If I live Ifhall

fin. And the fince appears to be a moſt ten-

der, broken-hearted, affectionate, devout,

and humble Chriftian, as exemplary in Life

and Converfation as any Perfon in my Con-

gregation.

Mar. 10. Towards Night the Indians of

their own accord met, and fung, and prayed

amongthemſelves with much melting of Af-

fection. After a while I went among them ,

and prayed, and gave a Word of Exhorta-

tion. It feemed to be an Evening of divine

Power. On the morrow was vifited by a

confiderable Number, with whom I ſpent

fome Time in religious Exerciſes. Next Day,

catechifed in the Evening. Many feemed

quickned and enlivened.

Lord's
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Lord's Day, Mar. 16. Preached to my

People from Heb. ii. 1-3. Divine Truths

feemed to have confiderable Influence on

many. Toward Night difcourfed again on

the great Salvation ; and the Spirit of God

feemed to be moving on the Face of the Affem-

bly. Baptized the Woman mentioned laft

Lord's Day, who appeared to be in a devout,

humble, and excellent Frame of Mind. My

Houſe being thronged in the Evening, I

fpent the Time with them in religious Exer

cifes, till my Nature was almoft fpent. They

appear unwearied in religious Exerciſes, and

infatiable in thirſting after Chriſtian Know-

ledge.

Mar. 19. In my Abfence my People ge-

nerally met together, of their own Accord,

for religious Exerciſes, and in special to give

Thanks to God for the fafe Return of thofe

who had been ſeveral Weeks abſent at the

Forks of Delaware, and for the Recovery of

him that had been fick . My Schoolmaster

at their Defire affifted , and tells me they ap

peared engaged and affectionate in repeated

Prayer, finging, &c.

Mar. 22. Catechifed as ufual. There ap

peared nothing remarkable ; and yet I may

justly fay, the ftrict Attention, the Tender-

nefs and Affection, the many Tears and Sobs

that appeared in Numbers would have been

very remarkable, were it not that God has

made
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made theſe Things common with us, and even

with Strangers foon after their coming among

us from Time to Time.

Lord's Day, Mar. 23. Three being fifteen

Strangers, adult Perfons, come among us laſt

Week, I attempted to diſcourſe from Hofea

xiii. 9. in a Manner peculiarly fuited to their

Circumſtances and Capacities. There was a

defirable Attention appearing in general, and

even among the Strangers themſelves, but

not that Affection and Concern which has

been common among us.

NearSun-fet I felt an uncommonConcern,

for the poor Strangers efpecially, that God

had withheld his Prefence, and the powerful

Influence of his Spirit that Day, and in this

Frame vifited fundry Houfes, but without

much Appearance of Succefs, till I came to

a Houſe where divers of the Strangers were,

and there the folemn Truths feemed to take

Effect first upon fome Children, then upon

fome adult Perfons, and then upon feveral of

the Pagan Strangers. I continued my Dif-

courſe till almoſt every one in the Houſe was

melted into Tears, and divers wept aloud.

Upon this, Numbers foon gathered from all

the Houſes round about, and fo thronged the

Place, that we were obliged to go to the

Houſe where we ufually meet ; and the Con-

gregation gathering immediately, and many

appearing remarkably affected, I difcourfed

fome
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There was

Five

fome Time from Luke xix. 10.

much viſible Concern and Affection.

or fix of the Strangers appeared confiderably

awakened, particularly one very rugged

youngMan, who had feemed as if nothing

would move him, was now brought to trem-

ble like the Jaylor, and wept much. Theſe

Pagans who were awakened, feemed at once

to put off their Savage Roughneſs, and be-

came fociable, orderly, and humane in their

Carriage : When they firft came, I exhorted

my religious People to be at Pains with them

to inftruct them, in Chriftianity ; but they

would not bear to hear them. Yet now they

were ſo touched with a Senſe of their perifh-

ing State, as made them tamely yield to the

clofeft Addreffes that were made them.

Mar. 24. Numbered my People, and

found they were increaſed to about an hun-

dred and thirty, old and young ; beſides that

about fifteen or twenty of my ftated Hearers

were now abfent. As many of them were

this Day going out on the Defign of clearing

fome of their Lands, above fifteen Miles ·

from hence, in order to their fettling there in

a compact Form , that they might more ad-

vantageouſly attend publick Worſhip, have

their Children ſchooled, and at the fameTime

have a Conveniency for planting, &c. (Their

Land here being of little or no Value

for that Purpoſe) I thought proper to call

them

F
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them together, and fhewthem the Duty of

labouring with Faithfulneſs and Induſtry ;

and endeavoured to prefs the Importance of

their being laborious, diligent, and vigorous

in the Proſecution oftheir Buſineſs, eſpecially

at the prefent Juncture. And having given

them Directions for their Work, as well as

Behaviour in divers Refpects, and fung Pf.

cxxvii. Dr. Watts's Verſion, and having re-

commended them and their Defign to God

by Prayer, I difmiffed them to their Buft-

nefs.

In the Evening read and expounded to

thoſe who remained, and to the Strangers

newly come the Subftance of the 3d Chapter

of the Alts. Numbers feemed to melt un-

der the Word, and fundry of the Strangers

were affected, and made fenfible of their na-

tural Depravity, which in their Pagan State

they difbelieved, and denied.

Mar. 27. Difcourfed to a Number of

them in one of their Houſes, and endea-

voured tofuit myDifcourfe to them feverally,

according as I apprehended their States to be.

I find particular clofe Dealing with Souls in

private is often very fuccefsful.

Mar. 29. In the Evening catechifed, as

ufual on Saturday. Treated on the Benefits

which Believers receive from Chrift at Death.

The Queſtions were anſwered, as they have

generally been, with great Readineſs and

Propriety.
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Propriety. There appeared fuch Liveliness

and Vigour in their Attendance, and fuch

Eagerness to be made Partakers of the Bene-

fits then mentioned , that theyfeemed to be not

only looking for, but hafting to the coming of

the Day of God. Yet many were not duly

engaged to obtain the Change of Heart that

is neceffary in order to that bleffed End.

Lord's Day, Mar. 30. Difcourfed from

Matt. xxv. 31-40. There was a very con-

fiderable Moving, and affectionate Melting

in the Affembly. One aged Man, newly

come amongus, appeared to be confiderably

awakened. In the Evening catechifed. There

was not that melting Engagement as was the

Evening before.

Mar. 31. Called my People together, as

I had done the Monday before, and dif

courfed to them again on the Neceffity and

Importance of their labouring induftriouſly,

and after folemn Prayer difmiffed them to

their Work. Numbers of them feem to of-

fer themſelves willingly to this Work, and

fome of them difcover great Concern that

God might go with them, and begin their

little Town, that by his Bleffing it might be

a Place comfortable for them and theirs,

both on fecular and fpiritual Accounts.

April 5. Catechifed towards Evening ; af-

ter which a Number of the moſt religious

cameto my Houſe, and feemed eager of fome

H further



76 Rife and Progrefs of aWork ofGrace

further Entertainment ; and while I was

fhewing them from various Topicks, the

Obligations Chriftians are under to love one

another in a peculiar Manner, they ſeemed

melted into Tenderneſs and Affection toward

each other.

Lord's Day, Apr. 6. Preached from Mat.

vii. 21-23. There were confiderable Effects

of the Word viſible in the Audience, and

fuch as were very defirable. Many were put

upon ferious and clofe Examination, and

fome ofthem expreffed their Fears : Particu

larly one Man was brought under great and

preffing Concern for his Soul, not fo much.

upon account of any particular Sin, as that

he had never done the Will of God at all.

In the Afternoon I opened to them the

Difcipline of Chrift's Church, and the Me-

thod in which Offenders are to be dealt with..

They feemed to have the most awful Appre-

henfions of being treated as a Heathen-man,

as a Pagan ; a State of Heathenifin out of

which they were lately brought appearing.

very dreadful to them. Afterwards vifited

fundry Houſes, and the Lord feemed to

fmile upon my private Endeavours, and to .

make them more effectual to fomethan my.

publick Difcourfes.

Apr. 7. At Evening difcourfed to them

from 1 Cor. xi. 23-26.

the Inftitution, Nature,

Opening to them.

and Ends of the

Lord's
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Lord's Supper, and the Qualifications and

Preparations neceffary to a right Participa-

tion thereof. Many were much affected

with the Love of Chrift.

Lord's Day, April 20. Difcourfed both

Forenoon and Afternoon from Luke xxiv.

explaining moft of the Chapter. There

was not fo much Affection and Tendernefs

as ufual. Our Meeting was very full , there

being fundry Strangers with us. In the

Evening catechifed, and there was an af-

fectionate Meeting in the Affembly. It was

a fweet and bleffed Seafon . God has caufed

this little Fleece repeatedly to be wet with

the Dews of his Grace, while all the Earth

around has been comparatively dry.

Apr. 25. Having for fome Time appre-

hended that a Number of my People were

proper Subjects of the Ordinance of the

Lord's Supper, with good Advice 1 p : opo-

fed to adminifter it next Lord's Day ; and

this Day, as preparatory thereto, was ft

apart for Fafting and Prayer, as alfo to im-

plore that the Divine Prefence may be with

us in our intended Approach to his Table,

to humble ourſelves before God on account

of the Withdrawment (at leaſt in a Meaſure)

of his bleffed Influence among us, and for

the rifing Appearance of Carelefneſs, Vanity

and Vice among fome who feemed to have

been touched and affected with Divine

H 2 Truths :

.
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Truths and to pray for the peaceable Set-

ulement of the Indians together in a Body,

and that they might become a flouriſhing

Church.

The Solemnity was ſeriouſly attended by

the whole Congregation, with much Ten-

dernefs, and many Tears, by the more Re-

ligious ; and there was fome Appearance of

Divine Power on thofe who had before been

awakened. After Prayer and Preaching, I

propofed briefly and plainly the Subſtance

of the Doctrine of the Chriftian Faith, and

had their renewed chearful Affent to it. I

then led them to a folemn Renewal of their

baptifmal Covenant in its feveral Branches,

and the folemn Tranfaction was attended with

much Gravity and Serioufnefs, Freedom and

Chearfulness, and a religious Union and

Ilarmony of Souls feemed to crown the

whole.

Apr. 26. Towards Noon prayed with a

dying Child, and gave a Word of Exhor-

tation to By-ſtanders. In the Afternoon dif-

courfed to my People from Matt. xxvi.

26,30. of the Author, the Nature and

Defign of the Lord's Supper. The religi

ous People were affected, and even melted

with Divine Truths, and with a View of the

dying Love of Chrift. I then baptized

two adult Perfons, both ferious and exem-

plary in their Lives, and I hope, truly re-

ligious.
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ligious. In the Evening catechifed thoſe

who were defigned to partake of the Lord's

Supper next Day, upon the Inftitution,

Nature and End of that Ordinance, and

had abundant Satisfaction as to their doctri-

nal Knowledge and Fitnefs in that respect.

They likewife appear'd in general to have

a deep Senfe of the Solemnity of this facred

Ordinance, and to be humbled under a

Senfe of their own Unworthiness, and to be

earneſtly concerned that they might be duly

prepared for it. Their Hearts were full of

Love to each other, and that was theTem-

per of Mind they feemed much concerned

to bring with them to the Lord's Table.

In finging and Prayer after Catechifing,

there appeared an agreeable Tenderneſs, and

fuch Tokens of brotherly Love, that would

even conſtrain one to fay,-Lord, it is good

to be here.

Lord's Day, Apr. 27. Preached from

Titus ii. 14. Who gave bimfelf for us, &c.

Then adminiftred the Lord's Supper to

twenty three Perfons, about five or fix being

now abfent at the Forks of Delaware, who

would otherwife have communicated with

us. It was remarkable, that in the Seafon of

the Performance of the Sacramental A&tions,

efpecially in the Diftribution of the Bread,

they feem'd to be affected in a moft lively

Manner, as if Chrift had been really cru

cifiedH 3
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cified before them. But their Affections,

tho' confiderably raiſed, were agreeably

regulated. When I had refted fome Time

after the Adminiftration, I walked from

Houfe to Houſe, and converfed particularly

with most of the Communicants, and found

they hadbeen generally refreſhed at the Lord's

Table as with new Wine. And never

did I fee fuch an Appearance of Chriſtian

Love among any People in all my Life.

It was fo remarkable, that one might well

have cried with an agreeable Surprize,-Be-

hold how they love one another!

Towards Night, difcourfed again on

Titus ii. 14. The religious People were

much refreshed, fo that fome of them told

me they had never felt the like before. Con-

victions were revived in others, and fome

were awakned ; and the Congregation when

difmiffed, altho' it was almoft dark , feemed

loth to leave the Place. Upon the whole,

I muft fay I had great Satisfaction with re-

gard tothe Adminiftration of this Ordinance.

God himſelf, I am perfwaded, was in the

midft of his People, and, I doubt not, many

could fay in the Conclufion, with their whole

Hearts, Verily, a Lay thus spent in

God's Houfe, is better than a thousand. It

was the liveli.ft Emblem of Heaven I had

ever feen.

Apr. 28.,
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Apr. 28. Concluded the facramental So-

lemnity with a Difcourfe from John xiv. 15.

Ifyelove me, keep my Commandments. There

appeared a very agreeable Tenderneſs, eſpe-

ciallyamong the Communicants. They feemed

willing to have their Ears bored to the Door-

Pofts of God's Houfe, and to be his Ser-

vants for ever. Obferving Numbers in this

excellent Frame, I thoughtproper to improve

this advantageous Seafon, as Hezekiah did

the Paffover-feafon, to engage thofe that

appeared ferious and religious to perfevere

therein ; and accordingly, propoſed that

they ſhould further covenant to watch over

themſelves, and one another, left they ſhould

diſhonour the Name of Chrift by unbecom-

ing Practices, and particularly by Drunken-

nefs their darling Sin . They chearfully com-

plied, and explicitely joined in that Cove-

nant. I then proceeded in the moſt folemn

Manner, to call God to witness to their facred

Engagement, and minded them that God

would be a terrible Witneſs againſt the Vio-

laters thereof in the great and notable Day

of the Lord. It was a Seafon of amazing

Solemnity.

Baptized fix Children this Day.

Lord's Day, May 4. My People be-

ing now removed to their Lands, where

they are making Provifion for a compact

Settlement, I this Day viſited them (being

now
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now obliged to board with an English Fa-

mily at fome Diſtance from them) and

preached in the Forenoon from Mark iv. §.

endeavouring to fhew them the Danger there

was, left hopeful Beginnings in Religion

might prove abortive, like the Seed fown

in ftony Places. In the Afternoon difcourfed

upon Rom. viii. 9. Then I ſpent fome

Hours in private Conferences, and laboured

to regulate fome Diſorders among them.

May 5. I vifited my People again, and

gave them Directions relating to their Bufi-

nefs. I ſee more and more of what Impor

tance 'tis like to be to their religious Intereft,

that they become laborious and induſtrious,

acquainted with the Affairs of Huſbandry,

and able to raiſe the Neceffaries and Com-

forts of Life within themſelves.

May 9. Preached to my People from

John v. 40. in the open Wilderneſs, they

having as yet no Houfe for publick Wor-

fhip in this Place, nor indeed fufficient

Shelters for themfelves. Divine Truths

made confiderable Impreffions on many. This

Day I baptized one Man (the Conjuror and

Murderer mentioned Aug. 8. and Feb. 1.)

who appears fuch a remarkable Inftance of

Divine Grace, I can't omit fome brief Ac-

count of him.

He lived near the Forks of Delaware,

and attended the Meeting there more than a

Year ;
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Year ; but was extremely addicted to drink-

ing, and feemed no way reformed. In this

Time he murdered a likely young Indian,

which threw him into Horrour and a Degree

of Defperation, fo that he kept at a Diſtance

from me fome Months, till I had an Op-

portunity of converfing with him, and en-

couraged him to hope his Sin might

be forgiven for Chrift's Sake. After which

he again attended my Meeting. But what

diſcouraged me moft, was his Conjuration.

He was one of thofe called Powwows among

the Indians ; and notwithſtanding his Atten-

dance on my Preaching, ftill followed his

old Charms and juggling Tricks, giving out

that himself was fome great one, and to bim

they gave beed, fuppofing him to be pof-

feffed of a great Power. And the high

Opinion they had of him, his magickCharms,

and fuperftitious Notions, feemed to be a

fatal Obftruction to their receiving the Gof-

pel. And I have often thought ' twould be

favourable to the Defign of Gofpelizing

the Indians, if God would take that Wretch

out of the World. But God, whoſe Thoughts

are above ours, took a more defirable Method

with him.

His firft genuine Concern for his Soul was

excited, by feeing my Interpreter and his

Wife baptized, and, with the Invitation of

an Indian, he followed me down to Crof

weekfung
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weekfung in August, and continued there

feveral Weeks in the Seaſon of the moft

remarkable and powerful Awakening ; at

which Time he was more effectually awak-

ened, and brought under great Concern for

his Soul: And then, upon his feelingtheWord

of God in bis Heart (as he expreffes it) his

Spirit of Conjuration left him entirely, that

he has had no more Power of that Nature

fince, than any other Man living, and de-

clares he don't now fo much as know how

he uſed to charm and conjure.

He continued under Convictions of his

finful and perifhing State all the Fall, and

Part of the Winter, but was not fo deeply

exerciſed till January, and then the Word

of God took fuch hold of him, that he was

brought into great Diftrefs, and knew not

what to do. He continued under the heavy

Preffure of a wounded Spirit, and, Feb. 1 .

was brought into the utmoft Agony ofSoul,

which continued that Night, and part of

next Day. After this, obferving him to ap-

pear remarkably calm and compofed, I

afked himhow he did. He replied, 'Tis done,

'tis done, 'tis all done now . Iaſked him what

he meant. He answered, I can never do

any more to fave myſelf, ' tis all donefor ever, I

can do no more. I afkedhim whetherhe could

not do a little more rather than go to Hell?

He replied, My Heart is dead, I can never

belp
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help myself. I aſked him what he thought

would become of him? He replied, I m:ft

go to Hell. I aſked, if he thought it was

right God fhould fend him to Hell ? He

anſwered, O 'tis right, the Devil has been

in me ever fince I was born. I aſked

him, if he felt this the Evening before,

when he was in fuch great Diftreſs ? He

replied, No, I did not then think it was right.

I thought God would send me to Hell, and

that I was then dropping into it, but my
Heart

quarrelled with God, and would not say it

was right he should fend me there. But now

I know ' tis right ; for I have always ferved

the Devil, and my Heart has no Goodness in it

now , but is as bad as it was, & c.

4

In this Frame of Mind he continued

feveral Days, paffing Sentence upon himſelf,

and conftantly owning it would be right if

he fhould be damned, and that he expected

this to be his Portion. And yet it was plain

he had a fecret Hope of Mercy, tho' im-

perceptible to himſelf. He aſked me often

when I would preach again ? I aſked him

why he defired to hear me preach, feeing

bis Heart was dead, and all was done, and

be expected to go to Hell? He replied, I love

to bear you speak about Chrift for all. I

aſked him, what Good will that do you, if

you must go to Hell at laft ? He anfwered,

I would have others come to Chrift, if I must

go
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go to Hell myself. He feemed to have a

great Love to the People of God, and no-

thing affected himfo much as theThoughts of

being feparated from them. It was likewiſe

remarkable, that in this Seaſon he was moſt

diligent in the Ufe of all Means for his Soul's

Salvation, altho' he had the cleareſt View of

the Infufficiency of Means to help him.

When he had continued in this Frame of

Mind more than a Week, while I was

preaching, he feemed to have a lively Soul-

refreſhing View of the Excellency of Chrift,

and the Way of Salvation by him, which

melted him into Tears, and filled him with

Admiration, Comfort, and Praiſe to God ;

fince which, he has appeared to be a humble,

devout and affectionate Chriſtian , ſerious

and exemplary in his Converfation and Be-

haviour, frequently complaining of his

want of spiritual Warmth, and in all re-

ſpects bearing the Marks of one created

anew in Chrift Jefus.

His Zeal for the Caufe of God was re-

markable, when he was with me at the

Forks of Delaware laft February. There

being an old Pawwaw at the Place, who

threatned to bewitch me ; this Man preſently

challenged him to do his worſt, telling him,

that himſelf had been as great a Conjurer as

he,but that as foon as he felt the Word in his

Heart, which this People loved, his Powerof

I conjuring
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conjuring immediately left him ; and fo it

would you, faid he, if you did but once

feel it in your Heart. So that, as Paul,

he now zealously defends, and practically

preaches the Faith which he once deftroyed.

MayGod have the Glory ofthe amazingChange

he has wrought in him.

In the

Lord's Day, May 18. Difcourfed both

Parts of the Day from Rev. iii. 20.

Interval I took occafion to difcourfe to Num-

bers, in a more private Way, of the Kind-

nefs and Patience of the bleffed Redeemer in

ftanding and knocking, &c. which feemed

to take fome Effect. In the Afternoon,

Divine Truths were attended with Solemnity

and with Tears, tho' there was not that

powerful Awakening as in Times paft.

May 19. Vifited, and preached to my

People from Acts xx. 18, 19. and aimed to

rectify their Notions about religious Affec-

tions, fhewing how defireable they are when

they flow from a true ſpiritual Diſcovery of

the tranfcendent Perfections of the bleffed

God, a View of the Glory and Loveliness

of the great Redeemer ; that fuch Views

will naturally excite us to ferve the Lord

with much Affection, and with all Humility

of Mind. And, on the other Hand, ob-

ferving the Sinfulneſs of feeking high Af-

fections immediately and for their own Sake.

Shewed them, that if the Heart be directly

I fix'd
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fix'd on God, fome Degree of Affection will

be the Effect of it : But to feek after Af-

fection directly and chiefly, is to place it in

the Room of God and his Glory. Iffought

that others may admire us, ' tis abominable

Pride ; if for the Pleafure of being affected,

'tis Idolatry and Self-gratification .- Labour'd

alfo to expofe the Diſagreeablenefs of Af-

fections wrought up by the Power of Fancy,

while I ftill recommended that religious Af-

fection, Fervency and Devotion, without

which Religion will be but an empty Name,

and lifeless Carcafs . This appeared a feafo-

nable Difcourfe.

May 24. Vifited the Indians , and took

care of their fecular Bufinefs, as I had feve-

ral Times before, which they are not able

themſelves to manage, without the conftant

Care and Advice of others. Afterwards dif-

courfed to fome of fpiritual Concerns.

Lord's Day, May 25. Difcourfed both

Parts of the Day from John xii . 44 ,-48 .

Sundry wept, and appeared much affected,

and one obtained Comfort, and appeared to

rejoice in God her Saviour. It was a Day of

Grace and Divine Goodnefs.

Lord's Day, June 1. Preached from Mat.

xi. 27, 28. The Prefence of God feemed

to be in the Affembly. I then baptized five

Adults, and five Children, and was not a

little
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fittle refreſhed with this Addition made to the

Church offuch as, I hope, fhall be faved.

I have reafon to hope that God has lately

brought home to himſelf, fundry who had

long been under fpiritual Concern, tho

there have been few Inftances of Perfons

lately awakened out of a State of Security.

And thofe comforted of late feem to be

brought in, in a more filent Way. Neither

their Concern nor Confolation being fo

powerful as formerly, in the Beginning of

this Work of Grace.

June 6. Difcourfed from Part of Ifa. liii .

Many were much melted and refreſhed.

One Man in particular, who had long been

underConcern, was brought to fee and feel

the Impoffibility of his doing any thing to

help himfelf by his Tears and all he could

do, and found himſelf undone as to any

Power or Goodnefs of his own.

June 7. Being invited by the Rev. Mr.

William Tennent to be his Affiftant in the

Adminiſtration of the Lord's Supper, my

People attended the preparatory Services.

Lord'sDay, June 8. Moft of my People

who had been Communicants at the Lord's

Table before, communicated, with others,

who had longed to ſee this Day, and whoſe

Hearts rejoiced in this Work of Grace.

Some of the By-ſtanders were affected with

feeing theſe who had been Aliens from the

I 2 Common-
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Common-wealth of Ifrael, &c. now brought

near to God as his profeffing People, and

fealing Covenant with him. Others, I am

told, were awakened thereby, apprehending

the Danger of being eternally caft out while

they faw others from the East and Weft pre-

paring to fit down in the Kingdom of God.

Others of my People who were not Com-

municants, were much affected. Convicti-

ons in divers Inftances were revived ; and

the Man mentioned the 6th inſtant obtained

Comfort.

June 9th. A confiderable Number of my

People met early in the Day, in a retired

Place in the Woods, and prayed, fung, and

converfed of Divine Things. Afterward,

they attended the concluding Exerciſes of

the facramental Solemnity, and then returned

home, divers of them rejoicing for all the

Goodness of God they bad feen and felt.

•

June 13. Preached to my People upon

the New Creature from 2 Cor. v. 17. The

Prefence of God feemed to be in the Af

fembly. The People of God were refreſhed

and ſtrengthned, beholding their Faces in

the Glafs of God's Word, and finding in

themſelves the Marks and Lineaments of the

New Creature. Some under Concern were

alfo renewedly affected. Baptized three

Adults and two Children. One of theſe

was the very aged Woman mentioned

Dec.
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Dec. 26th. She gave me now a very punc-

tual, rational, and fatisfactory Account of

the remarkable Change fhe experienced

fome Months after the Beginning of her Con-

cern, which, I muft fay, appeared to be

the genuine Operations of the Divine Spirit.

And I have great Reafon to hope fhe is

born anew in her old Age, fhe being, I pre-

fume, upwards of fourfcore.

-June 19. Vifited my People with two of

the Rev. Correſpondents. Spent fomeTime

in Converſation with them upon fpiritual

Things, and took fome Care of their worldly

Concerns.

This Day makes up a compleat Year

fince my first preaching to thefe Indians in

New- Jersey -What amazing Things has

God wrought for thefe People ! What a

furprizing Change appears in their Temper

and Behaviour! How are morofe and favage

Pagans transformed into agreeable , affectio-

nate, humble Chriftians ! And their drunken

and Pagan Howlings turned into devout and

fervent Prayers and Praifes to God ! They

who were fometime Darkness, are now Light

in the Lord. May they walk as Children of

Light. Now to him that is of Power to

ftablish them according to the Gospel, even the

preaching of Chrift -To God only wife be

Glory thro' Chriſt Jeſus for ever and ever:

Amen.

Before
I3
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Before I conclude, I would make a few

general Remarks.

1. I can't but take Notice, that ever fince

my first coming among thefe Indians in New-

Ferfey, I have in general been favoured

with that Affiftance which (to me) is uncom

mon in preaching Christ crucified, and in mak-

ing him the Center and the Mark, to which

all my Difcourfes among them were directed.

After having taught them fomething of the

Being and Perfections of God, his Creation

of Man in a State of Rectitude and Happi-

nefs, and the Obligations Mankind were

thence under to love and worſhip him, it

was the principal Scope and Drift of all my

Difcourfes to lead them into an Acquaintance

with their deplorable State by Nature as

fallen Creatures, their Inability to extricate

themfelves from it, the utter Infufficiency of

any external Reformations and Amendments

of Life, or of any religious Performances

they were capable of, while in this State, to

bring them into the Favour of God, or in-

tereft them in his eternal Mercy. And thence,

to fhew them their abfolute Need of

Chrift to redeem and fave them from

the Mifery of their fallen State ; to open his

All-fufficiency and Willingneſs to fave the

chief of Sinners ; the Freeness and Riches

of his Divine Grace, propofed without Money

and without Price, to all that will accept

the Offer ; and thereupon to prefs them

under
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without Delay to betake themselves to him

under a Senfe of their Mifery and undone

State, for Relief and everlaſting Salvation ;

and to fhew them the abundant Encourage-

ment the Goſpel propoſes to needy, periſhing,.

and helpleſs Sinners, in order to engage them

fo to do.

And I have oft remarked with Admira-

tion, that whatever Subject I have been upon,

after explaining and illuftrating the Truths

contained therein, I have been naturally led

to Chrift as the Subftance of every Subject.

If I treated on the Being and glorious Per-

fections of God, I was thence naturally led

to difcourfe of Chrift as the only way to the

Father. If I attempted to open the deplo-

rable Mifery of our fallen State, it was na-

tural from thence to fhew the Neceffity of

Chrift to undertake for us, to atone for

our Sins, and to redeem us from the Power

of them. If I taught the Commands of

God, and fhewed our Violation of them,

this brought me, in the moſt eafy and na-

tural Way, to fpeak of and recommend

the LordJefus Chrift as one who had mag-

nified the Law we had broken, and who

was become the End of the Law for Righte

oufness to every one that believeth. And ne-

ver did I find fo much Freedom and Af-

fiftance in making the various Lines of my

Difcourfes meet and center inChrift as among

thefe Indians,

Some-
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Sometimes, when I have intended to of

fer but a few Words on fome particular Sub-

ject, and faw no occafion or room for any

confiderable Enlargement, there has ap-

peared, on a fudden, fuch a Fountain of

Gofpel- grace fhining forth in, or naturally

refulting from a juft Explication of it, and

Chrift has ſeemed in fuch a lively Manner

to be pointed out as the Subftance of what

I was confidering and explaining, that I

have been drawn in a Way not only easy

and natural, proper and pertinent, but almoft

unavoidable, to difcourfe of him, either in

regard of his Incarnation, Undertaking,

Satisfaction, admirable Fitnefs for the

Work of Man's Redemption, or the infi-

nite Need that Sinners ftand in of an Inte

reft in him, which has opened the Way for

a continued Strain of Gofpel- invitation to

periſhing Souls to come empty and naked,

weary and heavy-laden, and caft themſelves

upon him.

And as I have been at Times furpriſingly

furniſhed with Matter relating to the Lord

Jefus Chrift, and the Way of Salvation by

him, fo alfo as to an advantageous Manner

of opening the Mysteries of Divine Grace,

and reprefenting the infinite Excellencies and

unfearchable Riches of Christ. I have fre

quently been enabled to repreſent his perfo-

nal Glories, Lovelinefs, and Suitableness ;

to
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to open the infinite Riches of his Grace ; and

to call, invite, and befeech Sinners to come

and give up themſelves to him ; to expoftu-

late with them why they would neglect one

fo infinitely lovely, and fo freely offered-

And this in fuch a Manner, with fuch Free-

dom, Pertinency, Pathos, and Application

to the Confcience, as I never could have .

made myſelf Maſter of by the moſt diligent

Application of Mind.

I don't mention thefe Things to recom-

mend my own Performances, for, I own,

I found from Time to Time I had no Skill

orWiſdom for my great Work, and knew

not howto choofe out acceptable Words, proper

to addrefs poor benighted Pagans with. But

thus God was pleaſed to help me, not to

know any thing among them fave Jefus Chrift

and him crucified.

And this was the Preaching God made

Ufe of for the Awakning of Sinners, and

the Propagation of this Work ofGrace among

the Indians.-And, it was remarkable, when

I was favoured with any Special Freedom in

difcourfing of the Ability and Willingness of

Chrift to fave Sinners, and the Need they stood

in of fuch a Saviour, there was then the

greateft Appearance of Divine Power in

awakning fecure Souls, promoting Convie-

tions begun, and comforting the Diftreffed .

2. L
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2. I think it worthy of Remark, that

Numbers of thefe People are brought to a

ftrict Compliance with the Rules of Mora-

lity and Sobriety, and to a confcientious

Performance of the external Duties of Chri-

tianity, by the internal Power and Influence

of the peculiar Doctrines of Grace, without

having thefe moral Duties frequently repeated

and inculcated upon them, or the contrary

Vices particularlyexpofed and ſpoken againft.

I have already obferved what has been the

Strain and Drift of my Preaching, what the

Truths I principally infifted upon, and how

I was influenced and enabled from Time to

Time to dwell upon them. And God was

pleaſed to give thofe Truths fuch a powerful

Influence upon the Minds oftheſe People,

that their Lives were quickly reformed,

without my infifting on the Precepts of

Morality, and fpending Time in repeated

Harangues upon external Duties . - There

was indeed no Room for any kind of Dif.

courſes, but thofe which refpected the Effen-

tials of Religion, and the experimental Know-

ledge of Divine Things, while fo many

were enquiring daily, not how they ſhould

regulate their outward Conduct, but, what

they should do to be faved. So that my great

Work ftill was to lead them into a farther

View of their Undoneness in themſelves, the

total Depravity and Corruption of their

Hearts
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Hearts-and at the fame Time to open to

them the glorious and compleat Remedy

provided in Chrift for helpleſs perifhing Sin-

ners, and offered freely to thofe who have

no Goodneſs of their own, no Works of

Righteoufnefs which they have done, to re-

commendthem to theDivine Acceptance.

When thefe Truths were felt at Heart,

there was now no Vice unreformed, no ex-

ternal Duty neglected ; Drunkenneſs, the

darling Vice, was difcarded, and fcarce an

Inftance of it known amongthem for Months

together. The abufive Practice of Hufbands

and Wives putting away each other, and

taking others, was quickly reformed ; ſo

that three or four Couple have voluntarily

difmiffed thoſe they had wrongfully taken,

and now live together again in Love and

Peace. The fame might be faid of all other

vicious Practices. The Reformation was ge-

neral, and all fpringing from the internal

Influence ofDivine Truths upon their Hearts,

and not from any external Reftraints. Some

of thefe Vices I never had fo much as men-

tioned, particularly parting of Men and their

Wives, till fome, having their Confciences:

awakened by God's Word, came, and of

their own Accord confeffed themſelves guilty

in that refpect. And when I did at any

Time mention their wicked Practices, and

the Sins they were guilty of, contrary to

the
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the Light of Nature, 'twas not with Defign

or Expectation of working an effectual Re-

formation in their Manners by this Means,

for I know while the Tree remained corrupt,

the Fruit would naturally be fo too ; but

withDeſign to lead them, by taking a View

of the Wickednefs of their Lives, to be

fenfible of the Corruption of their Hearts,

and to convince them of the Neceflity of

a Renovation of their Nature, and excite

them with utmoft Diligence to ſeek after

that great Change, which, if once obtained,.

I was fenfible, would of Courſe produce a

Reformation of external Manners in every

refpect.

And as all Vice was reformed upon their

feeling the Power of thefe Truths upon their

Hearts, fothe external Duties of Chriſtianity

were complied with, and confcientioufly

performed from the fame internal Principle ;

Family-prayer fet up, and conftantly main-

tained, unlefs among a few more lately

come, who had felt little of this Divine

Influence. This Duty is conftantly per-

formed even in fome Families where there are

none but Females, and fcarce a prayerlefs

Family to be found among near an hundred

of them. The Lord's Day is ſeriouſly and

religiouſly obſerved, and Care taken by

Parents to keep their Children orderly on

that facred Day. And this, not becauſe I.

had

"
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had driven them to the Performance oftheſe

Duties by a frequent inculcating of them,

but becauſe they had felt the Power of God's

Word upontheir Hearts, were made fenfible

of their Sin and Mifery, and therefore could

not but pray, and comply with every thing

they knew to be Duty, from what they felt

within themſelves. When their Hearts were

touch'd with a Senfe of their eternal Con-

cernments, they cou'd pray with great Free-

dom as well as Fervency, without being at

the Trouble to learn fet Forms for that pur-

pofe. And fome of them who were fuddenly

awakened at their firft coming among us,

were brought to pray and cry for Mercy

with utmoſt Importunity, without everbeing

inftructed in the Duty of Prayer, or ſo much

as once directed to the Performance of it.

-The happy Effects of theſe peculiar Doc-

trines of Grace, which I have fo much in

fifted on with this People, plainly diſcover,

even to Demonftration, that inftead of their

opening a Door to Licentioufnefs (as many

vainly imagine, and flanderouſly infinuate)

they have a direct contrary Tendency ; fo

that a cloſe Application, a Senfe and Feeling of

them , will have the moſt powerful Influence

toward the Renovation and effectual Reforma-

tion both of Heart and Life.

And happy Experience, as well as the

Word of God, and, in particular, the Ex-

K
amples
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amples of Chrift and his Apoſtles, have

taught me that that Method of Preaching,

which is beft fuited to awaken in Mankind a

Senfe and lively Apprehenfion of their De-

pravity and Mifery in a fallen State, to ex-

cite them earneſtly to feek after a Change of

Heart, and engage them to ſeek after inward

Cleanfing, and to fly for Refuge to free and

fovereign Grace in Chrift, as the only Hope

fet before them, is like to be moſt fuccefsful

forthe Reformation of their external Conduct.

I have found that clofe Addreffes, and fo-

lemn Applications of divine Truths to the

Confcience, tend directly to ftrike Death to

the Root ofall Vice ; while ſmooth and plau-

fible Harangues upon moral Virtues, and ex-

ternal Duties, at beft, are like to do no more

than lop off the Branches of Corruption,

while the Root of all Vice remains ftill un-

touch'd.

The Views I have had of this Kind have

often minded me how proper an Exhortation

for Miniſters in refpect of others, as well as

for Perfons with regard to themſelves, are

thofe Words of our Lord.-Cleanfe first the

Infide of the Cup and Platter, that the outfide.

maybe clean alfo, q. d. The only effectual

Way to have the outfide clean is to begin

with what is within ; and if the Fountain be

purified, the Streams will be naturally pure.

Now
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Now altho' I can't pretend that the Refor-

mation among my People does, in every In-

ftance, flow from a faving Change of Heart,

yet I may truly fay, it flows from fome

Heart-affecting View and Senfe of Divine

Truths, which all have had in a greater or

leffer Degree.

I don't intend hereby to reprefent the

preaching of Morality, and preffing Perfons

to the external Performance of Duty to be al-

together unneceffary, and ufelefs, at any

Time, and efpecially at Times when there is

lefs of divine Power attending the Means of

Grace; when for want of internal Influences

there is need of external Reftraints. ' Tis

doubtless among the Things which ought to

be done, while others are not to be left undone.

But what I chiefly defigned by this Remark,

was to reprefent plain Matter of Fact, viz.

that the Reformation, the Sobriety, and ex-

ternal Compliance with the Rules and Duties

of Chriftianity, appearing among my People,

are not the Effect of any meer doctrinal In-

Atruction, or meerly rational Viewof the Beau-

ties of Morality, but from the internalPower

and Influence that divine Truths, (the Soul-

humbling Doctrines of Grace) have had upon

theirHearts.

3. It is remarkable that God has fo conti-

nued and renewed the Showers of his Grace

here, fo quickly fet up his vifible Kingdom

amongK 2
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among theſe People, and fo fmiled upon them

in relation to their Acquirement of Know.

ledge, both divine and human. 'Tis now

near a Twelve-month fince the Beginning of

this gracious out-pouring ofthe divine Spirit

among them, and tho' it has often feemed to

decline and abate in fome Inftances, yet the

Shower has feemed to be renewed, and the

Work of Grace revived again . It must be

acknowledged that for fome Time paft there

has in the general appeared a more manifeft

Declenfion of this Work, and the bleffed

Spirit has feem'd in a confiderable Meaſure

withdrawn, eſpecially in regard of his awak-

ening Influences, fo that the Strangers who

came lately are not feiz'd with Concern as

formerly ; and fome few who were fome

Time ago much affected with divine Truth

appear now lefs concern'd. Yet (bleffed be

God) there is still an Appearance of divine

Power and Grace, a defirable Degree of Ten-

derneſs, religious Affection, and Devotion

In our Affemblies.

And as God has favour'd us with Showers

of Grace, fo he hath fet up his Kingdom a-

mong us with uncommon Quickness. I have

now baptized feventy-feven Perfons, of whom

thirty eight are Adults, and thirty nine Chil-

dren, and all within the Space of eleven

Months. And I have baptized no Adults,

but fuch as appear'd in a Judgment of Cha-

rity,
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rity, to have a Work of ſpecial Grace

wrought in their Hearts, and to have hadthe

Experience of the renewing and comforting

Influences of the Bleffed Spirit. There are

many others under folemn Concern for their

Souls, who, I apprehend, are Perfons of

fufficient Knowledge, and vifible Seriouſneſs,

´at prefent, to render them proper Subjects of

the Ordinance of Baptifm . Yet fince I don't

fee comfortable Evidences of a faving Change

paffed upon them, and confideringthe great

Propenfity there is in this People to abufe

themſelves with ftrong Drink, and fearing

left ſome who now appear ferious fhould lofe

their Concern, and return to this Sin , and

fo, if baptized, prove a Scandal to their

Profeffion, I have thought proper hitherto

to omit the Baptifm of any but fuch who give

hopeful Evidences of a faving Change ; tho

I don't pretend to determine pofitively con-

cerning the States of any.

I likewife adminifter'd the Lord's Supper

to a Number of Perfons, who, I have abun-

dant Reaſon to think , were proper Subjects

of that Ordinance, within the Space of ten

Months and ten Days, after my firft Preach-

ing to them. And within the Space of a

twelvemonth, after fome of them were at-

tending an idolatrous Feaft and Sacrifice in

Honour toDevils. Surely Chrift's little Flock

here, fo fuddenly gathered from among Pa

K 3
gans,
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gans, mayjustly fay, in the Language of the

Church of old, The Lord bath done great

Things for us, whereof we areglad.

Much of the Power and Goodneſs of God

has appear'd alſo in their Acquirement of

Knowledge, both in Religion, and in the

Affairs of common Life. There has been a

wonderful Thirſt after Chriftian Knowledge

prevailing among them, and an eager Defire

ofbeing inftructed in Chriftian Doctrines and

Manners. This has prompted them to afk

many pertinent as well as important Queſti-

ons, the Anfwers to which tended much to

enlighten their Minds, and promote their

Knowledge in divine Things. Many ofthe

Doctrines I have delivered they have query'd

with me about, in order to gain further Light

and Infight intothem ; particularly the Doc-

trine of Predestination. And have from Time

toTime manifeſted a good Underſtanding of

them, bytheir Anſwers to the Queſtions pro-

poſed to them in my catechetical Lectures.

They have likewife query'd with me con-

cerning a proper Method, as well as proper

Matter of Prayer, and Expreffions fuitable

for that religious Exercife, and have taken

Pains in order to the Performance of this

Duty with Underſtanding. They have like-

wife taken Pains, and appeared remarkably

apt, in learning to fingPfalm-Tunes, and are

now able to fing with Decency.

They

1
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They have alfo acquired a confiderable

Degree of uſeful Knowledge in the Affairs of

common Life, fo that they now appear like

rational Creatures, fit for human Society,

free from that favage Roughneſs, and brutiſh

Stupidity, which render'd them very difa-

greeable in their Pagan State. They feem

ambitious of a thorough Acquaintance with

the English Tongue, can already, moſt of

them, underſtand a confiderable Part, and

ſome ofthem the Subſtance of my Difcourfes

without an Interpreter ; and Providence has

fmiled upon them in respect to proper Means

for their Inftruction therein, by fending us a

Schoolmaster, of whom I may juftly fay, L

know of no Man like-minded, who well natu

rally carefor their State. And the Children

learn with furprizing Readiness, fo that he

tells me he never had an English School that

learn'd fo faft. Not above two in thirty, or

more, but what learn'd to know all the Let-

ters in the Alphabet diftinctly within three

Days after his Entrance upon his Buſineſs,

and divers in that Space of Time could do

fomething at Spelling. And fome, fince the

beginning of February laft, are able to

read in a Pfalter, or Teftament, without fpel-

ling. Befides thefe, he had fifteen or twenty

People, married or fingle, at his Evening-

School, which he kept while the Evenings

were long.

4 They
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They are inftructed twice a Week in the

Affembly's fhorter Catechifm ; and fome of

them have learn'd to fay it pretty diftinctly

more than half thro' . They are likewife in-

ftructed in the Duty of fecret Prayer , and

prompt each other to it.

4. I think it worthy to be noted, to the

Praife of Sovereign Grace, that amidſt ſo

great a Work of Conviction, and religious

Affection, there has been no Prevalency of

falfe Religion (if I may fo term it) or Heats

of Imagination, intemperate Zeal, and fpi-

ritual Pride ; corrupt Mixtures, which too

commonly attend the Revival and powerful

Propagation of Religion. This Work of

Grace has, in the Main, been carried on with

a furprizing Degree of Purity, and Freedom

from Trash, or corrupt Mixtures . The reli-

gious Concern People have been under has

generally been rational andjust, arifing from.

a Senfe of their Sins, and their Obnoxioufnefs

to the divine Wrath, as well as their utter

Inability to fave themſelves. Or if there has

been any Appearance of irrational Concern,

yet there has been no Prevalency of any fuch

thing. And tho' the Concern of many has

been very great, yet I have never feen any

thing like Defperation prevailing in any one

Inftance: Nothing that has difcouraged them

from the moft diligentUfe of all properMeans

for their Converfion and Salvation..

The
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The Comfort that Perfons have obtained

after Diftreffes, has likewife in general ap-

pear'd folid , well -grounded , and Scriptural ;

arifingfrom a fpiritual and fupernatural Illu-

mination ofMind ; aView of divine Things,

infome Meaſure, as they are ; a Complacency

of Soul in the divine Perfections,, and a pe-

culiar Satisfaction in the Way ofSalvation by

Sovereign free Grace in the great Redeemer.

Their Joys have feem'd to rife from a Va-

riety of Views and Confiderations . Some,

after the hardeſt Struggles and Heart-rifings

againſt the Sovereignty ofGod, have feem'd,

at the firſt Dawn of their Comfort, to rejoice

in a peculiar manner therein, and have been

delighted to think that a good God would

difpofe of them and theirsjust as be pleafed.

Others who have been remarkably opprefs'd

with a Senſe of their Undoneness and Poverty,

have been more peculiarly delighted with a

View of the Freenefs and Riches of divine

Grace. Some have at firft rejoiced in the

Wisdom ofGod diſcover'd in the Way ofSal-

vation by Chriſt, and have wonder'd at their

paft Folly in feeking Salvation other Ways.

Others have had a more general View ofthe

Beauty and Excellency of Chrift, and been

delighted with his divine Glory as unfpeak-

ably exceeding all they had ever conceiv'd

of before. But tho' their Comforts have

feem'd to arife from a Variety of Views, ftill .

they
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they were ſpiritual and fupernatural Views,

and not groundleſs Fancies, which were the

Spring of their Joys and Comforts.

Yet it muſt be owned, when this Work

became fo univerfal and prevalent, Satan

feem'd to transform himself into an Angel of

Light, and made fome vigorous Attempts to

introduce turbulent Commotions ofthe Paf-

fions, inftead of genuine Convictions of Sin,

and imaginary and fanciful Notions of Chrift,

as appearing to the mental Eye in human

Form, and particular Poftures, in the room

ofSpiritual andfupernatural Diſcoveries of his

divine Glory and Excellency, as well as di-

vers other Delufions . And I have reafon to

think, had thefeThings met with Encourage-

ment, there wou'd have been a confiderable

Harvest of this Kind of Converts here. Spi-

ritual Pride alfo difcover'd itfelf in various

Inftances ; and in one or two an unbecoming

Ambition of being Teachers of others. But,

bleffed be God, tho' fomething of this Na-

ture has appear'd, nothing has prevail'd, nor

made any great Progrefs.

And there have been very few Inftances of

fcandalous or irregular Behaviour among thofe

who have made a Profeffion, or even an Ap-

pearance of Religion. Not above three or

four that I know of, have been guilty ofany

open Miſconduct, and not one that perfifts

in any thing of that Nature. And perhaps

the
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the remarkable Purity of this Work in the

latter refpect, its Freedom from frequent In-

ftances of Scandal, is very much owing to

its Purity in theformer Refpect, its Freedom

from corrupt Mixtures of fpiritual Pride, and

Delufions, which naturally lay a Foundation

for fcandalous Practices.

May this bleed Work, in the Power and

Purity of it, prevail among the poor Indians

bere, as well as spread elsewhere, till their

remoteft Tribesfhall fee the Salvation of God.

Amen.

Then follows an Account of the Collections

made in New-York, Jamaica, and many par-

ticular Towns, and Churches, for the Sup-

port of the English-School, and for defraying

other Charges that have neceffarily ariſen in

the promoting of the religious Intereſts of

the Indians, and the Manner in which the

Monies fo collected have been laid out.

Next follows an Appendix to the Journal,

giving an Account, in anfwer to a Letter

from the Honourable Society for propagat-

ing Chriftian Knowledge, what Methods he

had made Ufe of for inſtructing himſelf in

the Indians Language ; what Progrefs he had

made in it ; what Methods he is now taking

to inftruct the Indians ; and particularly what

Difficulties he had already met with, and

the Methods he uſed for furmounting them,

Among.
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Among other Things he gives a Specimen

of his Method in catechifing them, which

feems perfectly agreeable to the Affembly's

Shorter Catechifm .

Laſt of all, there are Atteftations to the

Truth of the Whole, fo far as they were ca-

pable of being informed thereof, under the

Hands of the Reverend Mr. William Tennent

of Freehold ; the Reverend Mr. Charles

M'Knight of Crofwicks ; and the Elders and

Deacons of the Prefbyterian Church in Free-

bold.

FINI S.
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Extract of a Letter from the Rev. Mr. Pemberton, Pre-

fes ofthe honourable Society's Correfpondent -Mem-

bers at New-York, dated zift of July 1747, to the

Prefident of the Society.

"

66

4

WE

E rejoice to hear that Mr. Brainerd's Jour-

nals afford you fo much Satisfaction . We

" have the pleafure to inform you, that Religion is

66 Aill the increafing hand
upon thofe Indians.

among

" Thofe that were formerly converted, evidence the

" Sincerity of their Change by a Converſation becom-

" ing the Gospel, and their Numbers are lately in-

" creas'd by confiderable Additions from ſeveral

" Places, who all live together in a regular Society . An

English Schoolmafter is maintain'd among them, by

private Contributions in theſe Parts : Many of their

" Children make great Progrefs in reading, and learn-

ing their Catechiſm.

66

66

66

" Mr. Brainerd has indeed been confin'd by Sickness.

" for a long Time, and is yet in a low and dangerous

" State ofHealth, occafion'd by his inceffant Fatigues

" and Travels in the Profecution of his Miffion : But

" left the Indian Service fhould fuffer during his Sick-

" nefs, he has procured his Brother, (a pious and inge-

" nious young Candidate for the Miniſtry) to refide
66

66
among the Indians, who meets with great Accep-

tance and Succeſs among them. Whether Mr. Brai-

" nerd will ever recover feems as yet uncertain ; he

" has now for feveral Months been hovering upon the

" Borders of the Grave ; but, even in his low Eftate,

" has been doing more than could poffibly have been

expected, in the Service in which he is engaged. If

" it fhould pleafe God to take him out of the World,

" it would be, I had almoſt faid, an irreparable Lofs,

" but I recall that Word ;—with God is the Refidue

" ofthe Spirit.

66

66

" We have not yet enter'd any of the Indian Youth

" for Education in order to the Miniſtry ; feveral Diffi-

" culties have hitherto been caft in the Way, which

we have not been able to get over ; but when we

" think we have a rational Profpect of anfwering the

" great Ends the Society has in View, we shall gladly

embrace the Opportunity.

That
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66
Employment of Miffionary, at the new Indian Town

" which they have properly enough nam'd Bethel ;

" where he bids fair to follow the Footsteps of his de-

" ceas'd Brother, not only in his Piety, but in his Abi-

" lities, Activity, and Zeal for the Kingdom of God,

" and that he meets with great Encouragement and Ac-

ceptance amongst the Indians ; whofe Congregation

" and English School continue to proſper and increaſe,

" byNew-Comers from other Indian Countries.

66

"Tis here to be noted, that the faid honourable So-

ciety in Scotlanddo maintain another Miffionary amongſt

the Indians in Long-lfland, where he labours to inſtruct

and convert both young and old, not without fome

Hopes of Succefs.

If theſe hopeful Proceedings of civilizing as well as

chriftianizing the poor Savages of America, fhall conti-

nue to increaſe, the Benefits which, even on political

and mercantile Confiderations, will thereby hereafter ac-

crue to Great Britain, may well merit the Attention of

the Publick : Seeing by bringing the Indians to live in

a regular Way, (a Difficulty till now thought infur-

mountable) with fix'd Habitations and Farms, his Ma-

jefty may thereby in time have a large Addition of

fettled Subjects in America, who may hereafter prove

greatly inftrumental in the Improvement and Cultiva-

tion of the wafte L.ands there, as alfo in raifing Mate-

rials thereon for our own Commerce and Manufactures.

It ſeems therefore to be ofno fmall Importance to Great

Britain that all poffible Endeavours be uſed for the Con-

verfion ofthe Indians, in and bordering on our Colonies.

in America, to the Chriftian Religion, even on the Score

of mere human Policy alone ; fince by chriftianizing of

them , their becomingciviliz'd almoft naturally follows.

Thus the promoting of this excellent Work is, in effect,

as much our Intereft with refpect to this World, fingly

confidered, as it is our higheft Duty and Intereft with

refpect to Eternity. It is therefore to be hop'd that all

fuch as have theſe united Confiderations in their Sight,

will in their feveral Stations, and according to their re-

fpective Abilities, contribute to ftrengthen the Hands

of a Society, which not only fupports a great Number

of Schools at home, inthe Highlands and Ifles adjacent,

but does likewife ufe their utmoft Endeavours to spread

the Gofpel into the remoteft Parts of the British Empire
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