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A. a Wood, Athena Ozonienses, ed. P. Bliss, iv. 528, 757~
758, London, 1820; C. R. Gregory, Textkritik des Neuen
Testaments, ii., 945-947, Leipsic, 1902; idem, Canon and
Text of the N. T., pp. 445-446, New York, 1907; DNB,
xxxvii. 388-390.

o

MILLENARY PETITION: A moderate memo-
rial presented by Puritan ministers to James I.
in April, 1603. Its name is due to the fact that
about 1,000 ministers signed it. It asked redress
in matters of ritual, of subscription, and of abuses
in connection with appointments to parishes, and
in relation to discipline. The unexpected result
was the Hampton Court Conference (q.v.)

BrsrLiooraPEY: W. H. Frere, The English Church . .
(1568-1625), pp. 292293, London, 1904.

MILLENNIAL CHURCH. See CoMmunisy, 11, 10.

MILLENNIAL DAWN: The title of a series of
religious books written by Charles Taze Russell
of Allegheny, Penn., where he was born Feb. 16,
1852. He was privately educated and in early
life was a Congregationalist. Study of the Bible,
of the various religions of the world, and independ-
ent thinking led him to publish two works in 1881,
Food for Thinking Christians—Why Ewil was Per-
mitted, and Tubernacle Shadows of Better Sacrifices;
five years later appeared the first volume of Millen-
nial Dawn, which is described as follows:

Vol. i., The Divine Plan of the Ages (1886), gives an out-
line of the dlvme plan as mvvuled in the Bible nln.uu to
man’s and Vol. ii., The Time is at
Hand (1889), oonndern the Bible tutunony concerning the
manner and time of the Lord’s second coming. Vol. iii.,
Thy Kingdom Come (1891), considers prophecies which
mark events connected with the ‘‘ time of the end,” the
glorification of the Church, and the establishment of the
millennial kingdom; it contains a chapter on the Great
Pyramid, showing its corroboration of the dates and other
teachings of the Bible. The year 1914 is indicated as the
end of the rule of the last world-empire pictured in Daniel’s
prophecies, to be followed by the taking of world-power by
Christ and his Church and the millennial reign. Vol iv.,
The Day of V. (1897), shows that the dissolution of
the present order of things is in progress, and that all the
pansceas offered are valueless to avert the predicted end.
It marks in these events the fulfilment of prophecy, noting
especially the Lord’s prophecy of Matt. xxiv. and .
xiv. 1-9. Vol. v., The At-one-ment between God and Man
(1899), treats the * hub ” of the plan of recovery from con-
ditions of sin and death, dealing with the supremacy of God,
the person of Christ, his offices and attributes, the work of
the Holy Spirit, and the benefits from the sacrifice of the
Redeemer. Vol. vi., The New Creation (1804), deals with
the creative week, Gen. i. -ii., and with the Church, God’s
* New Creation.” It the ], organisa-
tion, rites, ceremonies, obhg-.txons, und hopes npperwning
to thoee called and P as s under the Head
of the body.

It is estimated that about 50,000 persons (two-
thirds of whom are in the United States and Canada)
take an active interest in the study of Millennial
Dawn. They are organized as bands of Bible
students and disclaim any distinctive name. Each
band elects an elder or elders, making selection
“ by the stretching out of the hand,” a Scriptural
method misunderstood, it is claimed, to have been
“laying on of hands.” Pastor Russell, as he pre-
fers to be called, superintends the promulgation of
their literature, which includes a semi-monthly
journal, Zion’s Watch Tower and Herald of Christ’s
Presence, and numerous tracts, of which about 190,-
000,000 pages have been distributed. Interested
friends of the movement constitute * volunteer
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workers and distribute the pamphlets from house to
house, and colporteurs give their time entirely to-
the circulation of Millennial Dawn. The sale has
reached the number of 2,684,600 copies, and the
volumes have been translated into German, Swe-
dish, Danish, Norwegian, French, Italian, Spanish,
and modern Greek. The literature is all published
by the Watch Tower Bible and Tract Society of
Allegheny, Penn. Distributing centers have been
established in London for Great Britain, Elberfeld
for Germany, Stockholm for Sweden, Christiania
for Norway, Copenhagen for Denmark, Yverdon
for Switzerland, and Melbourne for Australia.
A. E. WiLLIAMBON.

MILLENNIUM, MILLENARIANISM.

Fundamental Characteristic of the Doctrine (§ 1).

Rise of the Doctrine (§ 2).

Christic and Pauline Doctrine (§ 3).

Periods of Development (§ 4).

Patristic and Medieval Doctrine (§ 5).

Development During and After the Reformation (§ 6).

Doctrine in the Eighteenth Century (§ 7).

The Time and Place (§ 8).

The Number of the Participants (§ 9).

Premillenarianism and Postmillenarianism (§10).

Premillenarianism in Great Britain and America (§ 11).
The term millennium denotes in theology the
thousand years of the kingdom of Christ on earth
referred to in Rev. xx. 1-6. Millenarianism (or
the corresponding word of Greek derivation, chili-
asm) is the belief in the millennium; more specifi-
cally, the belief that Christ will reign personally on
the earth with his saints for one thousand years or
an ;;deﬁnitely long period before the end of the
world.

The beliefs widely held at different epochs con-
cerning the second coming of Christ and his reign
upon earth constitute a historical phenomemnon
the significance of which can be thoroughly under-
stood only from history itself. The definite period

of a thousand years implied by the

1. Funda- words which are commonly used as

mental names for such beliefs is really a sub-
Character- ordinate and not always strictly
istic of the understood detail; the main thing is

Doctrine. the conception of a glorious period of

peace and joy in which the elect shall
dwell under the immediate personal rulership of
Christ, on earth, after his return and the close of
the present dispensation. Whatever modifications
the doctrine may have undergone with its later
representatives, it never includes the conception of
an earthly perfection of the Church in the way of
historical development; the millennial reign is not
an ideal condition of the world brought about pre-
vious to and independently of the second coming of
Christ by the operation of the divine leaven now
working here. It is a supernatural, extra-historical
irruption of the other world into this world which
is not prepared for it and strives to resist it. The
millenarian belief has in common with the Church’s
doctrine a hope for the visible reappearance of
Christ, but goes further when it intercalates between
this and the end of the world a reign of a thousand

years.
The belief is much older, as a matter of fact, than
the Christian Church. The conception of a thou-
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though Hippolytus still followed Irensus. The
opposition of the Alexandrians was more important.
Origen’s Platonic idealism, teaching him to see the
seat of all evil in matter, ranked him among its
opponents (De principiis, ii. 11); but this reasoning
influenced none but the educated class. In Egypt
a bishop, Nepos, professing to defend the literal
sense of Scripture, stirred up a violent agitation
among both clergy and people; the conciliatory
Bishop Dionysius of Alexandria succeeded in quiet-
ing it by his writings on the spiritual meaning of the
prophecies. Methodius, bishop of Tyre, supported
millenarianism. Its final echo in the East was the
polemical treatise of Apollinaris of Laodicea against
Dionysius in the last half of the fourth century.
It maintained itself longer as a popular belief in
the West, and the millennial reign was depicted
in material colors by Commodian, Lactantius, and
Victorinus, bishop of Pettau. It was with Augus-
tine first (cf. De civitate Dei, XX., vii. 9) that this
doctrine was finally settled. It was henceforth an
established principle that the Church was the king-
dom of God upon earth. With the cessation of
persecution, and still more with the conversion to
Christianity of the secular powers, there was no
more point in looking forward to a period of earthly
triumph over the foes of the faith. The Middle
Ages repeated the traditional formulas without
special interest. The expectation of the end of
the world at the conclusion of the first thousand
years of the Christian era was only the result of
the view, usual since Augustine, which reckoned the
duration of the millennial reign, identified with
the Church, from the beginning of Christianity.
The apocalypticsects and factions, which proclaimed
the near approach of the age of the Spirit, saw it
not in the return of Christ in external majesty but
in a reversion to apostolic poverty, connected in
Joachim of Floris with contemplation and enthu-
giastic love; in the ‘“ Spirituals ”’ with imitation of
the smallest details of the life of Christ; among the
¢ Apostolic Brethren ”’ with brotherly union under
the rule of a holy pope sent from God. Later, the
teachings of Joachim were used for political pur-
poses in the communistic revolution attempted by
the Taborites of Bohemia (see Huss, Joun, Huss-
1res, I1., §§ 3-7).

With the Reformation began the second period
of the history of millenarianism. The new interest
in Scripture and the belief that the Apocalypse
contained in type the whole history of God’s king-
dom on earth, caused men to seek in it the explana-

tion of the signs of the troubled times;

6. Develop- and the apparently approaching down-
ment Dur- fall of the “ anti-Christian ”’ papacy
ing and seemed a certain prelude to the coming

After the of the Lord. As in the primitive

Reforma- centuries, the martyrdoms of per-

tion, secuted Protestants recalled the prom-
ises of coming redemption. Some Ana-

baptists prepared for the approaching revelation of
Christ by the abolition of government and of the
Church’s teaching function, and at Minster in 1534
established the new Zion with community of prop-
erty (seec MU:NSTER, ANABAPTISTS IN). Both the
Lutheran Church in the Augsburg Confession (xvii.)

and the Reformed in the Helvetic Confession (xi.)
rejected this caricature of true millenarianism as
mere visionary Judaism; and the Roman Catholic
body had even less room for such speculations. The
theosophy, indeed, of Jacob Bshme and of the mys-
tics who followed Paracelsus awakened apocalyptic
hopes by painting the restoration of Paradise in the
most glowing colors; but it was in the seventeenth
century that millenarianism had the freest play.
The political convulsions which shook Europe, the
revolutions in England, the religious wars in Ger-
many, the maltreatment of the Protestants in
France, spread its teaching far beyond the walls
of the conventicle. Sober and learned men became
prophets under the pressure of the times. Toward
the end of the century the Lutheran Church was in-
fluenced in this direction by the Pietistic movement.
Spener himself (in his Hoffnung kinftiger besserer
Zeiten, 1693) gave utterance to a refined millenari-
anism, to which Joachim Lange added a still stronger
apocalyptic note in 1730. The Berleburg Bible (see

BiBLES, ANNOTATED) and the writings of the Eng-

lish ecstatic Jane Lead (q.v.; d. 1704) influenced

thoughtful men in Germany very widely from the

beginning of the eighteenth century.

But the chiliastic doctrines received their most
powerful support from Johann Albrecht Bengel

(q.v.), whose writings may be said to
7. Doctrine open the third period. England, Amer-
in the ica, and Germany were the countries in
Eighteenth which the doctrine spread most widely.
Century. In the first-named, the millenarian sect
of the Plymouth Brethren arose be-
tween 1820 and 1830, and in 1832 the Irvingites es-
tablished their ‘“ Catholic Apostolic Church ” (q.v.),
proclaiming that the Lord was at hand. The Mor-
mons in America laid the foundations of the new
Zion; and the sect of Adventists founded by Will-
iam Miller (q.v., and see ADVENTISTS) awaited the
coming of Christ in 1847. Meantime, among the
most recent theologians, according to their attitude
toward the text of Scripture and the Revelation in
particular, some reject the doctrine altogether,
while others are not willing to give up a refined
form of it.

As old as the doctrine itself are the attempts to
define the time of the millennial period. The failure
to arrive at the time fixed proved no disco
ment to fresh attempts. From Hippolytus to the

present day there has been a continu-

8. The ous succession of these calculations,
Time and arbitrary enough in both their point
Place. of departure and their method of

reckoning. The early Fathers most
commonly looked for the second advent at the end
of 6,000 years of the world’s history; and many
definite dates have been confidently announced.
As to the duration of the millennial reign, more
unanimity has prevailed, resting on Rev. xx. 4, 6
8qq.; Ps. xc. 4; II Pet. iii. 8. The thousand-year
period has been almost universally adopted, though
the Gospel of Nicodemus shortens it to 500 years,
and Bengel, through an exegetical misunderstand-
ing of Rev. xx., makes two successive periods of
1,000. Modern millenarians, however, such as
Rothe, Ebrard, and Lange, discreetly take the
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Toplady, Archbishop Trench (qq.v.), Edward Bick-
ersteth (q.v., A Practical Guide to the
London, 1835), Horatius Bonar (Pro-
11. Pre- phetical Landmarks, ib. 1839), T. R.
millenarian- Binks (Outline of Unfulfilled Prophecy,
ism in  ib. 1854), H. G. Guinness (Light for the
Great Brit- Last Days, pp. 338-339, New York,
ain and 1885), C. J. Ellicott (Commentary on
America. I and II Thess. and II Tim., London,
1866, 1869), H. Alford (Greek Tes-
tament, vol. iv., pp. xxxiii., 732, ib. 1871), John
Cumming (q.v., Apocalyptic Sketches, ib. 1852).
Some premillenarians hold to universal restoration
(cf. A. Jukes, Second Death and Restitution of AUl
Things, ib. 1878). In Scotland, Edward Irving
(q.v.) gave a profound impulse to this belief (cf.
Works, ib. 1879). In America premillenarianism
has appeared in three different camps: (1) Chris-
tian scholars, as R. J. Breckenridge (The Knowledge
of God Subjectively Considered, pp. 667-682, New
York, 1860); J. A. Seiss (The Last Times, Phila-
delphia, 1878), E. R. Craven (Lange’s Commentary
on Revelation, pp. 93, 339, 352, New York, 1874).
(2) The Adventists (q.v.; see also MILLER, WILL-
1aM), and the Seventh-day Adventists, the latter
with a large publishing-house at Battle Creek, Mich.
Their doctrine differs from the common belief of
Evangelical Christians in two respects—the sleep
of the soul after death till the judgment, and the
annihilation of the wicked. (3) Evangelists. The
most significant meeting with this interest, follow-
ing a similar convention in London in February of
the same year, was held in Holy Trinity Church,
New York, Oct., 1878, which was called by the
request of 122 persons, representing ten denomina-
tions, the results of which are preserved in Pre-
millennial Essays of the Prophetic Conference, Chi-
cago, 1879. And this note is still firmly in the
sermons of many leading evangelists. C. A. B.

BiBLioGrAPHY: The sources are indicated in the text in the
names given there of those who have dealt with the doc-
trine. In many of the commentaries on Daniel and the
Apoulypue the two Biblical books which have been used

for the tr t, the doctrine is either ad-
vooaud or expounded. The works on N. T. theology
and on the history of the Church and of doctrine usually
deal with the topic from the historical standpoint. Much
will be found also in the literature under EscrATOLOGY,
while the systems of doctrine treat the subject more or
less fully, from the doctrinal point of view, under ** Es-
chatology.” B8pecial works on the history of the lda
are: H. Corrodi, Kritische Geschicht
vols., Zurich, 1794; 8. Hopkins, A Treatise on the Mdlen-
nium, added to his Smlem of Doctrines, Boston, 1811;
8. Waldegrave, N. T. Millenarianiem, London, 1855;
A. Chiapelli, Le Idee millenarie dei Cristiani, Naples, 1888;
L. Atsberger, Geschichte der christlichen Eschatologie, Frei-
burg, 1896; E. Wadstein, Die “"‘Idoenomppc
Antichrist, W Weltende und W Leipsic,
1896 (deals with the Middle Ages); P. Vols, Judische
Eschatologie von Daniel bis Akiba, Tilbingen, 1903. Works
which discuss the doctrine are: G. Duffield, Millenarian-
ism Defended, New York, 1843; D. Brown, Christ's Sec-
ond Coming; will it be Premillennial? Edinburgh, 1849;
J. F. Berg, The Second Advent oj Jesus Christ not Premil-
lmmal Philadelphia, 1859 W. Kelly, Lectures on the
S d Coming and Ki of . .. Jesus Christ, Lon-
don, 1866; 8. M. Merrill, The Second Coming of Christ
Considered in its Relation to the Millennium, Cincinnati,
1879; I. P. Warren, The Parousia, Portland, Me., 1885;
E. Storrow, The Millennium, London, 1886; H. Varley,
Christ’s Coming Kingdom, ib. 1886; J. 8. Russell, The
Parousia, ib. 1887; D. Bosworth, The Millennium and

J Fisher, That Day of Days, Middletown, O.,
1903 H Riggle, The Kingdom of God and the Ome
Thousand Yaan Reign, Moundsville, W. Va., 1904; D.
Heagle, That Blessed Hope, the Second Coming of Chnid,
Philadelphia, 1807 (aims to reconcile pre- and post-mille-
narianism).

MILLER, HUGH: Geologist and member of the
Free Church of Scotland; b. at Cromarty (82 m.
w.n.w. of Aberdeen) Oct. 10, 1802; d. by his
own hand at Portobello (3 m. e. of Edinburgh) Dec.
24, 1856. He was carefully educated by his two
uncles, was apprenticed in 1819 to a stone-mason,
and followed that trade for several years. His
spare hours he spent in the cultivation of his mind,
especially in the study of geology, the first fruits
of which appeared in 1840 in Old Red Sandstone
(Edinburgh, 1841). In 1834 he received an ap-
pointment in the Commercial Bank at Cromarty.
In 1840 he accepted the editorship of the Wit
ness, a Free Church paper, which he speedily
made very influential against the practise of
patronage in settling ministers over churches.
Miller’s works on geology, in which he was a pio-
neer, roused violent criticism at the time but were
much praised by other geologists. Among his
works are: Poems Written in the Leisure Hours
of a Journeyman Mason (Inverness, 1829); Scenes
and Legends of the North of Scotland (London, 1835);
Memoir of William Forsyth (1839); First Impres-
sions of England and its People (London, 1847);
Foot-Prints of the Creator (1847); My Schools and
Schoolmasters (autobiographic; Edinburgh, 1852;
latest ed., 1906); Fossiliferous Deposits of Scotland
(1854); Geology versus Astronomy (Glasgow [1855));
Testimony of the Rocks (Edinburgh, 1857); Cruise
of the Betsy (1858); Sketch-Book of Popular Geology
(1859); Essays (ed. P. Bayne, 1862); Tales and
Sketches (ed. Mrs. Miller, 1863); and Edinburgh and
its Neighbourhood, Geological and Historical (1864).
His works were collected in 13 volumes (Edinburgh,
1869).

BiBLioGRAPRY: C

1 heaid
"

the biographic My
hools and Schoolmasters, ut sup., theblo‘uplneaby!’
Bayne, 2 vols., London, 1871; T. N. Brown, Glasgow,
1858; J. L. Watson, London, 1880; W. K. Leask, Edin-
burgh, 1896; also W. M. Mackenzie, Huoh Miller; o
eritical Study, London, 18056; DN B, xxxvii. 408-410.
MILLER, JAMES RUSSELL: Presbyterian; b
at Harshaville, Pa., Mar. 20, 1840. He was edu-
cated at Westminster College, New Wilmington,
Pa. (A.B., 1862), and, after serving for two and 8
half years with the U S. Christian Commission
connected with the Army of the Potomac, entered
the United Presbyterian Theological Seminary,
Allegheny, Pa., from which he was graduated in
1867. He then held successive pastorates at New
Wilmington, Pa. (1867-69), Bethany Presbyterian
Church, Philadelphia, Pa. (1869-78), Broadway
Presbytenan Church, Rock Island, Ill. (1878-80),
and Holland Memorial Church, Plnladelphm (1880~
1898). Since 1900 he has been pastor of St. Paul’s
Presbyterian Church in the same city, and has also
been editorial superintendent of the Presbyterisn
Board of Publication and Sabbath-School Work
since 1880. He has written Week Day Reliyion
(Philadelphia, 1880); Home Making (1882) In His






