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25" SECRETARY OF STATE
Wmahington
June 9, 1918

My dear Mr. Presidemt:

It is with sincers regret that I have reached the comelusiom
that I should return to you the commission of Secretary of State with
which you homored me at the beglmming of your administretionm.

Obediemt to your semse of duty, and actwated by the highest
motives, you have prepared for trenssission to the German Govermmemt &
note in which I cammot Join without violating vhat I dsem to be an ob-
ligation to my commtry, and the issue Imvolved is of such momemt that
to remain a member of the Cabinet would be as wnfair to you ss 1t wonld
b to the cause which ls nearest my heart, mamely, ths preventiozn of war.

I, therefore, respectfully tender my resigmatiom, to taks
effect whem the mote is semt unless you prefer am earlier hour. Alike
desirous of resching a peaceful sclution of the problems arising ouwt of
the use of submarines against merchantoen, we find curselves differing
irreconoilably as to the methods which should be amploged.

It falls to your lot to speak offloially for the natlom: I
comalder it to be mome the loss my duty to endeavor as & priwte citiszem
to promote the end which you bave In view by means which you do mot feel
at liverty to use.

In severing the imtimats and pleasant relstions shish have
axisted between us during the past two years permit =me to scikmowledge
the profoumd satisfaction which it has givemn me to be asscolated with



-

you in the Importsnt work which hes come befgre the State Departmant ,
find to thask you for %the courtesies extended.

With the heartlest good wishes for your persopal welfare and
for the sucoess of your administreticn, I &m, =y dear Mr. Presidemt,

Very truly gyours,
¥. J. BRIAN.
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