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The Outlook for Christianity

VERY judgment as to the present

status of Christianity is neces-
sarily determined by the answer given
to the question, What is Christianity?
If everything called Christianity is
really Christianity, it is safe to say that
its status was never as favorable as at
the present time. The statisticians tell
us that there are more people in the
world today who call themselves Chris-
tians than ever before. Moreover despite
the situation in Russia and public op-
position to Christianity in certain circles
in Europe and America, there is rela-
tively little professed antagonism to
Christianity. Practically everybody, in-
cluding those who are hostile. to the
Church in all its branches, claim that
their views are “essentially” Christian.
There is much criticism of this and that
expression of Christianity but there is
little professed criticism of Christianity
as such. Surely if all that is called
"Christianity -is rightly so called the out-
look for Christianity is the most favor-
able that has been known since Pente-
cost.

If, then, we define Christianity (as
many do in effect) as what is held in
common by those who profess and call
themselves Christians, we will judge
that the outlook for Christianity is ex-
ceedingly optimistic. Suppose, however,
that some of those who call themselves
Christians are not Christians at all—as
the Seriptures lead us to expect. Then
what is held in common would contain
nothing but what is held by non-Chris-
tians as well as Christians. But even if
it be true (as of course it is not) that
all who profess and call themselves

Christians are really Christians, the defi-
nition of Christianity that would result
would express only the minimum of
Christianity, the very least that a man
can hold and still rightly call himself
a Christian. Otherwise the least ade-
quate forms of Christianity would be
excluded. Suppose we ask the question,
What is a man? Do we merely want to
know what all men have in common?
If so we are seeking for a definition of a
man that will adequately describe only
the poorest, meanest, least developed
specimen of a man that exists. Surely,
however, when we ask such a question we
want to know what a normal or repre-
sentative man is. It is not otherwise when
we ask, What is Christianity? We want to
know what normal Christianity is, not
the most attenuated form of thought
that can possibly be called Christianity.
A definition of Christianity that gives
expression only to what is held in com-
mon by those who call themselves Chris-
tian will at the most express only the
minimum of Christianity, even if all
those who call themselves Christians are
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actually such. Inasmuch, however, as
“they are not all Israel that are of
Isreal” it is obvious that it will not ex-
press even that. It will merely express
what Christianity has in common with
natural religion and so will lack every-
thing that is distinctive of Christianity.

The mere fact, then, that so many
people profess and call themselves
Christians today affords no real warrant
for supposing that - the outlook for

"Christianity is highly favorable—true

as it is that this fact is in itself fitted to
justify the belief that—the fortunes of
Christianity are now at flood tide.
“Modernists” and “Fundamentalists,”
moreover, are at least agreed in main-
taining that the number of those who
profess and call themselves Christians
warrants no definite conclusion as to
the actual status of Christianity. Ac-
cording to the “Modernists,” almost im-
mediately after his death the “religion
of Jesus” (i.e. the religion that JEsus
is alleged to have taught and exempli-
fied) was transformed, re-fashioned,
radically altered by his earliest disciples,
under the influence of their pre-Chris-
tion beliefs, a tendency that was con-
tinued under the influence of the the-
ological notions of PauL (largely pagan
in origin according to the Modernists)
and that reached its culmination in the
historical creeds of the churches—with
the result that the knowledge of real
Christianity was almost completely .lost
until it was re-discovered by the
Modernists, dug up as it were out of the
debris under which it had been covered
for some eighteen hundred years. When
it is remembered that according to the
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understanding and enunciation of re-
vealed truth. At crucial points it be-
clouds the vision where it has been the
supreme--service-and. glory of our Re-
formed symbols to clarify it. And not
only s0; on vital issues it diverges from
them,

(I1I) No one who dearly prizes the
attainments in the accurate formulation
of Christian truth that the historic
Christian Church has under the guid-
ance of the Holy Spirit, and through so
many centuries of controversy been
able to achieve, and more especially the
attainments that the Head of the
Church has been graciously pleased to
grant to the Reformed Church, and who
with his whole soul desires to bear testi-
mony to that truth through so much
labour and sacrifice formulated and pre-
served, can suffer his testimony to be
lowered and prejudiced by subscribing
to this document. If he wants to pre-
serve his own theological integrity, and
the deposit of truth entrusted to him, he
must out of loyalty to God and his own
conscience refrain; it would be suicidal
and traitorous.

Editorial Notes amd Comments—

Concluded

WELKER, Th.M. as published in The Presby-
terian (Dec. 17th and 24th, 1931).

According to Mr. WeELkER a great weak-
ness of these materials is “their almost com-
plete failure to provide definite and ade-
quate and trustworthy instruction in the
great essentials of the Christian faith such
as: The lost condition of all mankind by
nature; Gop’s call or invitation to men to
accept His salvation; frue repentance; sav-
ing faith; the substitutionary and sacrificial
atonement of CmRrisT; justification; sanctifi-
cation; the divine inspiration and infallible
authority of the Scriptures; the triune
nature of the GopmEap; the true deity of our
Lorp Jesus CurIsT; the exclusive saviour-
hood of our Loerp; the person and work of
the Holy Spirit; the personal, visible and
glorious- return of our Lorp.”

The extent of Mr. WeLker's dissatisfac-
tion with the lesson helps being furnished
by our Board of Christian Education is in-
dicated by the recommendations he urges
upon said Board, to wit:

“(1) That only such persons be engaged
to prepare our lesson helps as are thoroughly
familiar with our Confession of Faith and
can subscribe fully and freely to its teach-
ings. '

“(2) That provision be made at once for

much motre definite, adegquate and trust-
worthy instruction in the great essentials
of the Christian faith.

“(3) That as a general practice oaly such
prayers be printed in our lesson materials
as are definitely offered in the name of the
Lorp JEsUs CHRIST.

“(4) That Bible stories only be used in
the Beginners and Primary story leaflets
and that, in the main, sacred pictures ’only

be used in the picture rolls.

“(5) That provision be made in the ma-
terials for the Intermediate, Senior and
Young People’s departments for the
systematic printing of suggested Bible
readings and for the regular presentation
of portions of the Shorter Catechism.

“(8) That provision be made at once for
a new, careful and impartial study of the
pedagogical merit of these publications.”

Books of Religious Significance

CALVINISM, by Abraham EKuyper with an
Introductory Chapter by Dr. Henry
Beets. Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing
Co., Grand Rapids, Mich. pp. 298. $2.50

book without appearing to exaggerate
its merits. The hand of the master appears
on every page. Calvinism is here presented
not so much as a dogmatic or ecclesiastical
movement as a life and world system as
over against Paganism, Mohammedanism,
Romanism and Modernism. To what a
small degree this book 1is a theological
treatise, in the ordinary sense of the word,
is indicated by the fact that its contents
consist of six lectures on Calvinism a Life-
system, Calvinism and Religion, Calvinism
and Politics, Calvinism and Science, Calvin-
ism and Art, and Calvinism and the Future.
There are few books that we are disposed
to commend more unqualifiedly than these
lectures on Calvinism by the former Prime
Minister of Holland.

It was Dr. Kuyper’s conviction that if
Christianity is to maintain itself as over
against Modernism principle must be
ai‘rayed against principle, world and Ilife
view against world and life view. “As truly
as every plant has a root,” he declares, “so
truly does a principle hide under every
manifestation of life,
interconnected, and have their common root
in a fundamental principle; and from the
latter is developed logically and systemat-
ically the whole complex of ruling ideas
and conceptions that go to make up our life
and world view. With such a coherent
world and life view, firmly resting on its
principle and self-consistent in its splendid
structure, Modernism now confronts Chris-
tianity; and against this deadly danger, ye
Christians, cannot successfully defend your
sanctuary, but by placing, in opposition to
all this, a life and world view of your own,
founded as firmly on the base of your own
principle, wrought out with the same clear-
ness and glittering in an equal logical con-
sistency. Now this is not obtained by either
Christian works or mysticism, but only by
going back, our hearts full of mystical
warmth and our personal faith manifesting
itself in abundant fruit, to that turning

,IT is difficult to speak adequately of this

These principles are .

point in history and in the development of
humanity which was reached in the Ref-
ormation. And this is equivalent to a re-
turn to Calvinism. There is no choice here.
Socinianism died an inglorious death;
Anabaptism perished in wild revolutionary
orgies; Luther never worked out his funda-
mental thought. And Protestantism, taken
in a general sense, without further dif-
ferentiation, is either a purely negative
conception without content, or a chameleon-
like name which the deniers of the God-man
like to adopt as their shield. Only of Cal-
vinism can it be said that it has consistently
and logically followed out the lines of the
Reformation, and has established not only
Churches but States, has set its stamp upon
social and public life, and has thus, in the
full sense of the word, created for the whole
life of man a world of thought entirely its
own” (p. 284). It will be thought by some
that Dr. Kuyper claims for Calvinism much
of what belongs in common to a large part
of Protestantism; but none, we are sure,
will be disposed to question the breadth and
power of his discussion of what, even its
enemies be judge, has been one of the most
significant movements in human history.

The Wm. B. Eerdmans Company has
rendered a distinct service in publishing a
new edition of this masterly book—a book
that was first published some thiry years
ago but which has gained rather than lost
in significance since its first appearance.
The introductory chapter by Dr. Beets deals
with “Calvinism’s advances and set-backs
since the ‘Stone Lectures’” were published.
It supplies us with a well-considered survey
of world developments, favorable and un-
favorable to Calvinism, during the last
quarter of a century.

Shortly after the first publication of this
book it was reviewed in the Presbyterian
and Reformed Review by the late Henry
Collin Minton, at one time Moderator of the
General Assembly of the Presbyterian
Church in the U. 8. A. It seems to us that
we cannot do better than conclude our
notice of this book with the paragraph with
which he concluded his more scholarly con-
sideration of it, to wit:

“We - heartily wish that these lectures
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could have a wide reading throughout the
circles of American Presbyterianism. Many
a crazier thing has been recorded than for
some rich lover of the faith to buy up a

.. whole edition of this book and put it in the .

hands of our younger ministers. It is in-
valuable as a source of sound information
and as a tonic for an enfeebled allegiance.
Many may say that the lecturer is extreme
in his opposition to Modernism; there may,
indeed, be more good in the Zeit-geist than
he is able to see. [Were Dr. Minton writ-
ing today we do not think that he would
even imply that Dr. Kuyper may have been
extreme in his opposition to Modernism.]
And yet, it'is well to have all disguises torn
away and the real core of anti-Christian
Naturalism exposed. Certainly it is a great
service that a man of such wide knowledge
of the world, of such broad and vigorous
grasp of thought, and of such robust faith
in the life system which he essays to in-
terpret and present, hailing from one of the
early cradle-lands of Calvinism, should cross
.the Atlantic to deliver this wholesome
message to his confreres in the Reformed
Churches of America. And this message is
timely just now. Many of those who, with
small capital, slander Calvin and travesty
Calvinism have the slenderest conception of
who the one was or what the other has
done. Calvinism is a world and life view
which may challenge comparison, philo-
sophically, -scientifically, politically, histori-
cally, Scripturally, with any other which
the mind of man has ever entertained. As
well talk of revising the solar system as
talk of de-Calvinizing free civilization or of
revising its essential elements out of reflec-
tive Christianity. It is little to the point to
inguire who is John Calvin that he should
stand between us and God; it is much to the
point to ask whether or not John Calvin
caught and taught the truth of God. That
he did, Dr. Kuyper firmly believes. The
teaching of the intellectually organizing
genius of the Reformation at Geneva was
not simply a theological dogma; it was not
simply a religious creed. It is a body of
truth fitting perfectly into its place in the
grand unity of all Truth, and so, in the
organic evolution of historic processes; it
has given an impulse and has left an im-
press in every sphere of human thought and
in every department of human life, which
the advancing ages only accentuate, and
which the course of time can never erase.”
S. G. C.

JOHN CALVIN: THE MAN AND HIS
ETHICS, by Georgia Harkness. Henry
Holt and Company. pp. 266. $3.00.

NE of the things that bears witness to
the greatness of Calvin and the signif-
icance of Calvinism is the fact that their
enemies do not find themselves able to
ignore them. Consult the index to almost
any outstanding modern book in the sphere
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of religion, ethics, philosophy, science, poli-
tics, economics or what not and the chances
are that you will find some reference to
Calvin or Calvinism. Many of these allun-
sions are misleading, even unintelligent, but
they are rarely missing.

The author of this book is not only a
woman but an ordained minister of the
Methodist Church. She is confessedly op-
posed to Calvinism as a theological system.
This does not mean, however, that she is
blind to the greatness of Calvin or to the
significance of Calvinism. While she thinks
—mistakenly in our judgment—that such

significance as attaches to Calvinism today

is independent of its theological ideas, she
can write as follows: “The thin, imperious
theologian who taught predestination and
ruled Geneva was one of the strongest per-
sonalities of all time. Frail in body, gigantic
in intellect, and iron-clad in soul, he laid
the stamp of his personality on futurq
Calvinists, and others. He was a man of
great faults and great virtues; and these
faults and virtues were crystallized into a
moral code which after four centuries is
still effective in our social order.” Again
she writes: “The sixteenth century was a
great century. It was the century of Raphael
and Michelangelo, of Spenser and Shake-
speare, of Erasmus and Rabelais, of Coperni-
cus and Galileo, of Luther and Calvin. Of
all these figures that gave greatness to this
century, none left a more lasting heritage
than Calvin.”

‘While this book contains a chapter on the
theology of Calvin—perhaps the least satis-
factory in the book—its center of interest,
as the title indicates, is the man and his
moral ideals. Special signficance attaches
to what is said relative to Calvin’s teachings
as to the domestic relations, to economics
and to politics., Considerable attention is
given to Weber's theory that Capitalism is
one of the fruits of Calvinism as well as to
the claim that our political liberties are
rooted in Calvinism.

It seems to us that this book is not inaccu-
rately described by the phrase that its author
uses to describe Calvin, ie.. it is a book of
“great faults and great virtues.” The author
tries to be fair to Calvin and Calvinism and
succeeds about as well as one can who is
so little in sympathy with her subject of
study. We have read it with interest and
we trust not without profit and commend it
to the attention of students of Calvin and
Calvinism, especially to those who are ac-
customed to hear Calvin mentioned only
that he may be condemned. While it exhibits
evidence of wide study and research on the
part of its author, we . have discovered
nothing to indicate that she is acguainted
with the writings of present-day Calvinists.
Apparently she has not so much as heard
of Warfield and Kuyper, not to mention
men like Barth and Brunner. That Dr.
Harkness is poorly informed concerning the
present-day status of Calvinism is indicated

by the fact that she can write: “Today, the
adherents of Calvinistic churches number in
their membership many thousands, and in
churches indirectly influenced in form or
doctrine by Calvin are many other thou-
sands.” Had she used the word “millions”
instead of the word “thousands” her state-
ment would have been much more accurate.
‘While this book seems to us inadequate and
somewhat misleading even as a study of
Calvin’s moral ideals and their application
yet its treatment of Calvin is so fair and
just as compared with that to which we are
accustomed from non-Calvinistic sources
that we are disposed to think that its
influence will be decidedly wholesome—espe-
cially. as we are of the opinion that it will
appeal for the most part to non-Calvinists.
S. G. C.

PATHWAYS TO THE REALITY OF GOD.
By Rufus M. Jones, Litt.D., LL.D., Pro-
fessor of Philosophy in Haverford Col-

lege. Author of “Studies in Mystical
Religion”; “New Studies in Mystical
Religion”; “Spiritual Energies,” etc.

New York, The Macmillan Company,
1931. $2.00.

MONG the many things of interest that
might be mentioned in connection with
this book of Professor Jones we shall limit
ourselves to two that seem to be of most
importance. The title of the book leads us
to ask what the pathways are that according
to Jones lead to God, and to what sort of
a God Professor Jones would lead us.

In a sense it may be said that Jones
wishes to lead us along the beaten pathways
that all the saints of God have trod. He
speaks of such pathways as faith, revelation,
inspiration, Christ and prayer. Butf there
are different ways of traveling on these
pathways, There is the old familiar way,
the way of Augustine, Luther and Calvin.
Then there is the way of Plato, Aristotle,
Plotinus, Xant and Hegel.

Jones has chosen the second of these two
ways. He would have us think of the in-
spiration of the prophets and the apostles
as at most a heightened form of the inspira-
tion of the poets. In opposition to the
“dogmatic ‘bibliolotry” of orthodox theology
he sets the position of Coleridge. “The ulti-
mate test, now as in Coleridge’s day, will
be whether a passage, or a book, finds us,
and finds us moreover at our deepest levels.”
(Cf. p. 162.) All revelation literature must
be tested by this standard that Coleridge
has set, (Cf. p. 150.) If there is to be any
redemption it is not to be effected through
the God-man Christ Jesus but through man
as such, Christ Himself is one of the “peak-
moments” that have appeared somehow on
the long course of the “spiritual adventure”
which we call the universe. (Cf. p. 145.)

By such ways as these Jones leads us to
his God. That God we must now learn to
find not so much beyond us as within us.





