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The Bodily Resurrection of Our Lord:

HE General Assembly has re-

peatedly affirmed that it is an essen-
tial article of Christian faith that our
Lorp JEsus CHRIST “rose again from the
dead with the same body with which He
suffered.” The fact that the General
Assembly has deemed it necessary to malke
such a pronouncement bears witness to
the fact that even within the Presbyterian
Church there are many who do not hold
this opinion concerning the place that the
bodily resurrection of CHRIST occupies in
Christian thought and life. Within the
memory of living men His resurrection—
meaning of course, His bodily resurrec-
tion—was regarded by friend and foe
alike as an article of a standing or fall-
ing Christianity. Our fathers, certainly
our grandfathers, whether they were
Christians or non-Christians, would have
been practically unanimous in approving
the representation of the late Dr. Fair-
BAIRN !

“The resurrection created the
church, the risen CurisT made Chris-
tianity, and even now the Christian
faith stands or falls with Him. If
it be proved that no livikg CmmisT
issued from the tomb of Joskrm,
then that tomb becomes the grave not
only of a man, but of a religion, with
all the hopes built on it and all the
splendid enthusiams it has inspired.”

Today, however, there are many call-
ing themselves Christians—and appar-
ently their number is on the increase—
who, so far from looking upon CHRIST’S
resurrection as an article of a standing or
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talling Christianity, maintain that it can”

be discarded altogether without sacrific-
ing anything essential to Christian faith.
This, if we mistake not, is one of the
fruits of that anti-supernaturalism of
thought and sentiment that has become
so dominant in recent years even among
those calling themselves Christians. In
the nature of the case, just as the “non-
mirvaculous Christianity,” so much in
vogue today, cannot allow that an event
so obviously miraculous is needed to ac-
count for the orgin of Christianity, so it
cannot possibly allow that confidence in
its reality is fundamental to the Chris-
tian’s life and hope. Be this as may, we
are fully persuaded that those who take
this new attitude toward the resurrection
of CHRIST are profoundly mistaken, and
that as a matter of fact His resurrection
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is so essential to Christian faith and hope
as to warrant the strong language of
PavoL: ‘
“If CmrisT be not risen, then is
our preaching vain, and our faith is
also vain. Yea, and we are found
false witnesses of Gop; because we
have testified of Gop that He raised
up Carist whom He raised not up,
if so be that the dead rise not. For
if the dead rise not, then is mot .
CHRIST raised: and if CHRIST be not
raised, your faith is vain; ye are yet
in your sins.”’

The basic question at issue in this con-
nection is, of course, the question, Did
Jusus really rise from the dead? That is
not the question before us now, however.
The question before us is rather, assum-
ing the reality of this event does it so
enter into the substance of Christianity
as to constitute an indispensable element
in the religion we profess? It need not be
overlooked, however, that, if the resur-
rection of Jrsus is essential to Christian-
ity, the whole mass of that evidence that
evinces the truth of Christianity also
evinces the reality of the resurrection.

It is impossible in the space at our dis-
posal to even mention all the ways in
which the resurrection of JEsus enters as
a constitutive and indispensable element
in making Christianity what it is. = All
we can hope to do is o direct attention to
some of the more outstanding considera-
tions which make clear that the resurrec-
tion of CHrisT is essential to Christian
faith and hope.
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To maintain that faith in a resurrected
(CHrRIST is an essential Christian belief is
to maintain that this event has move than
an evidential value. Its importance in
this respect is indeed great. Despite the
attacks made upon it, we have no hesita-
tion in saying that it is “the most certain
fact in the history of the world.,” And
yet it ought to be clear to all that if the
resurrection had only an evidential value,
it could not be spoken of as absolutely
essentfal to Christian faith and hope.
Somewhat as the testimony of CoLUMBUS
and his crew was once more or less indis-
pensable as an aid to faith in the existence
of this Western continent, but is no longer
needed for that purpose, so it might be
maintained in that case that though the
resurrection was once indispensable to
faith it can now be attained in other ways.
We hold indeed that the resurrection of
Crinist is the fundamental apologetical
fact of Christianity, and that its reality
carries with it and substantiates all the
main claims of Christianity, including its
claim: to be-the one supernatural religion,
but we are far from supposing that its
value is only evidential. An essential
article in the nature of the case is an
article necessary to the very existence of
Christianity. -

Some of the more outstanding respects
in which the resurrection of CIrrIsT is
essential to Christian faith and hope
follow : '

(1) The resurrection of CrrisT is in-
separable from belief. in the trustworthi-
ness of the New Testament Scriptures.
No doubt if the resurrection were only
mentioned here and there in the New
Testament Scriptures it would be possible
to believe in their general trustworthiness
whilé denying the reality of the resurrec-
tion, but in view of the generally admitted
fact that ﬂle reality of the resurrection is
everywhere assumed throughout the New
Testament -Scriptures it is evident that
we cannot deny the reality of this event
without believing that said Scriptures are
through and through untrustworthy.

(2) The resurrection of Jesus is in-
separable from -belief in the trustworthi-
ness of JuSUs himself. He deliberately
staked the validity of His claims, His
teachings and His promises on this event.
How can we have confidence in Him if
His body mouldered under the Syrian
skies? '

(3) The resurrection of JESUS is an
essential slement in onr convickion that
JESus by His death made atonement for
our sins. The thought of Jusus as alive
would afford us small comfort apart from
our assurance that on the cross He
offered up Himself as a sacrifice to satisfy

- divine justice and to reconcile us to Gob.

What would it avail us to be assured that
JEsus lives did we not know that by vir-
tue of His atoning death He is qualified
to bestow upon us the forgiveness of our
sins and an inheritance among those who
are sanctified through faith-in Him? And
yet His rising in the same body with
which He suffered is inseparable from this

conviction. . We would not be able to say, .

“He was delivered for our offenses,” if we
could not also say, “He was raiged again
for our justification.”. CHrisT’s dying for
us may show His love for us, His eager
desire to save us, but it was His rising
again from- the dead.that showed His
power and ability to save ug, The most
Mremrrection
would be to repeat.the sad words of the
disciples on the way to Enmavus: “We
hoped that it was He who would redeem
IsrAEL.” But accept the words of those
who said, “We have seen the Lorp,” and
the death of Jrsus becomes not the death
of our hopes, but their ground and basis.
Then, we too may join in the gladﬁ—
tion: “Blessed be the Gon.and FATHER of
of our Lorp Jesus Cmrist who, according
to His great merey, begat us unto a living
hope, by the resurrection of Jesus CHRIST
from the dead, unto an inhermtance in-
corruptible and undefiled and that fadeth
not away.” '

(4) The resurrection of JEsus is an
essential element in the revelation of the
Christian doctrine of immortality. Chris-
tianity does not merely teach the immor-
tality of the seul; it teaches the immor-
tality of the whole man—and the whole
man according to the Scriptures and a
sound psychology includes a body as well
as a soul. CHRIST’S resurrection is both
the pledge and the pattern of our own.

It is because we believe that He lives in-

the completeness of His divine-human
nature that we have the courage to be-
lieve, as we lay away our dead in their
graves, that ultimately they shall live
again not merely as disembodied souls but
in the fullness of their hatures. B
Such are some of the ways in which the
resurrection of CHRIST evinces itself as

fundamental to Christian faith and hope.
More might. be said—for instance the
bodily resurrection of our Lorp is a pre-
supposition of His return as prophesied
in the New Testament—but we hardly
think that more need be said. If the
thought of the immortality of the whole
man is not fundamental to Christianity;
if the thought of the trustworthiness
of the New Testament is not fundamental”
to Christianity; more especially ‘if the’
thought of the trustworthiness of JEsus:
Himself is not fundamental o Christian-

"ity; and more especially still, if possible,

if the thought of JEsUs as the living One
Who by virtue of His death upon the cross
is qualified to be our Saviour from sin
is not fundamental to Christianity——then
surely there is no such thing as Chris-
tanity as it has been confessed by the
Church of all ages, including the Church
today in all its great branches.

We are not absurdly arguing that the
resurrection of CHRIST is essential to all
that is called Christianity. There are
those calling themselves Christians to
whom the expiatory death of CHRIST is
abhorrent, to whom JusUS.is merely the
first Christian and in no proper sense an
object of worship—even those who: say
that as far as their religious lives are con-
cerned it would make no difference even
if it should be discovered that JEsus
never lived. This merely means, however,
that we must distinguish between Teal
Christianity and Christianity falsely so
called. '

In insisting that the resurrection -of
CurisT is essential to Christianity we
would not be understood as affirming that
all those who do not agree with us on
this point are non-Christians. That would
be the case only if intellectual consistency
were a condition of Christian disciple-
ship. Fortunately for many, it is not.
We have been discussing, not the terms of
salvation, but what it behooved CHRIST
to be and do in order that He might save
us. Saving faith is not necessarily con-
ditioned by the thoroughness with which
the intellect grasps its content and pre-
suppositions. At the same time ignor-
ance and intellectual inconsistency are
not advantageous to the maintenance and
spread of Christianity, and in the, long
run we may be certain that genuine Chris-
tianity will stand or fall in-proportion as
the resurrection of CHRIST is rightly
grasped and firmly believed.





