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PREI‘ACE

CanpID READER,

T OU may /u/?[y be furprized, to find fuch an unpolifbed
Smbe appearing fo publickly unto the 1Vorld, and f-
pecially treating of th sfe Things concerning the Covenunis,
that / know not of any I¥riter whs u{/yh on the jomes
and thys undoubtedly muft labour under wery great and
uncommon Difudvantages, in this Age there being fearcely
any Subjcét to be [poken of, lut there muay be a Recourfe
" unio fome former Writer for /ﬁ/?mue But not to be
prolixy foas to weary the Reader with ) aPrefuce, The only
Motive (as far as 1 can knowy of myfelf ) which excired
me to trouble the World with this [mall Pamphlet, was to
endeavour to remove the a/f Afperfions caff upen the Co-
venants, and thofe which cdbeve wnto themy ard to ve-
nove z‘bat profound lynorance of the Nature of ihe Cove-
nants, of ur Oblzxmtwn io themy and Uf:fulnefs of them :
Lor which, f it Jfhall pleafe the cverlafiing Ged to blefs
the weak Endeavours of fuch a poor Worm, 1 hope Glory
will redound unto the Name of Ged, and Cood unto bis
Church , which 1s the hearty De/:re and earncfl Prayer
c/ your umbley, altho’ wnwvorthy, Scrv(mt e the Gofpd

o Tefus Chrift,

ALEX, CREAGHEAD.
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JosHua ix. 15,

Aind Jofhua made Peace with them, and made a League
swith them, to let them live : And the Princes of the

Congregation fware unto them,

yﬂm'ﬁOVENAVTING has been the com-
mon Praclice of not only thofe who are
PA within the Pales of the vifible Church, but
EA&@ alfo of thofe who are Strangers unto fuch
&% Privileges: And hence the Grbeonites ufe

ftrange ] \ cthods to obtain the Opportunity of Covenant-
ing with firael, under a Pretence of Religion; Verfe g.
Fofbua haa afked, from whence they were? They fay
Sfrom a very jur Lfmm y t/ry Servants are come, becaufe
of the Name of the Lord thy Ged: For we have heard
the Fasn:z of /) my and what bhe d:d in Egypt. Down-
wards they tell, that their Bread was mouldy, their Bot -
tles were renty aud their Skoes wore outy, with the Length
of thetr Fiurncy. All which they did to perfuade the
Ifraclites to enter into a League with them 5 while in
the mean time, they lived within Three Day: Fourney
of them,

In the Words of our Text we may take Notice, 1.
Of the Subjedt of it, that is, a League made. 2. Of
the End or Defign of the League, which was to fpare -
the Gibeonites alive, and to be at Peace with them,
3. Of the Manner in which this League was confirm-
cd, to wit, by Qathy Ai:d the Princes fware unto them.
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A League I take to be the fame with a Contra& or
Covenant, it being 4 fynonimous Term, fignifving the
fame Thing, A League may be taken cither cxten-
fively, for any Kind of Bargaining in Commerce or
Dealing, in Buying or hcllm:, or the like s but {rid-
1y and p*operlv, for a Bond, whereby each Part co-
venanting, is bound and <mhacu to fulfii the Conditions
agreed upon therein,  And ihe Princes frare unts them,
to wit, to the Gibeonites: Swearing is the ordinary
Method of confirming Covenants or Contradts, ap-
proven of by the Word of God, altho’ its by {ome
difapproved.  The Apoftle tells us, that an QOath z'sfor
Confirmaticn, and an End of all Strife. It was the
Princes that {wore, as Reprefentatives of [frael, unto
the Gibeonites ; vet this Oath was binding upon all the
]fraelztes. The Lawfulnefs of this Lea cue or Cove-
nant, is called in queftion by fome, bec aufe its againft
a Command of God : Exod. xxiil. 32, 33. Thou fralt
make no Covenant with them, nor wzt/J z‘/mr Glods, They
Shall not dwell in thy Land, left they make thee fin (w(my?
me. The Cafe of the Gibeonites differed from all other
of the Inhabitants of Canaan, becaufe thicv freely gave up
themfelves unto the Willot Jjrael; dountous as jeemeth
good and right unto theey, ver, 25. This difcovers that
the /fraclites were not in much Danger of being infnar~
ed by them, as others who would not fubmit to them,
It muﬁ be ackr-wiedged, that the Gibeonites aéted
very deceitfully ir this Affair ; and it cannot be affert-
ed, that the Iﬁ'aelzr.,..f managed rmhtly, in not firft
aﬂ<m Dire@ion of God. Fer. And the Men took
of tbezr Victuals, and afked not Coumzl at the Mouth
of the Lord. Yet notwithflanding all thefe melancho-
Iy Circumftances, the Matter of this L. ague or Cove-
nant is lawful, in the Sight of a purc and holv God,
s appears, from thefe T hmgs . Becaufe Fofbua and
all the Princes, upon a Review of this Covenant, con=-
firmed it, by fparing the Lives of the Gibeonites, ver,
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19. 2. Becaufe God, who can do no Injuftice, pu-
nithed the Violation of it many Ages afterwards, 2
Sam. xxi. 1. - 3. Becaufe its {aid, that the Lg% bar-
dencd all the reft of the Inhabitants of CanadW, that
they would riot make Peace with Ifrael, Jofh. xi. 19,
20. From the Words thus opened up, this Doétrine
arifeth, to wit,

That National Covenanting, in itfelf, is lawful in the
Sight of the God of Kquity. And Fofpbua made
Peace with them, and maude a League with them,
to ler them iive, &,

In fpeaking of this Doétrine I would endeavour, by
divine Afliftance,

I. To touch at feveral Kinds of Covenants,

II. Shew fomething of the general Scope of the nati-
onal and folemn Leasue and Covenant,

III. Prove the Lawfulnefs of them in the Sight of
God.

IV. Inquire whether they are binding wpon Pofierity,
or not, |

V. Enquire whether they are neceflary or ufeful.

VL. Anfwer fome Obje@ions which are advanced a-
gain{t them, |

VII. Make fome praltical Iniprovement of the whole.

. L I am to touch at fevarai Kinds of Covenants,

And, |
1. At the Covenant of Redemption, in which ihers
<+as a Contrivance and Confultation of all thy Perfons
in the glorious T'rinity, concerming the Retoraty us ..
Jome of the fallen Race of Mankind, The pveat
‘T'hings to be concerted in this Covenant, was to find
out 2 Method whereby the offended Juftice of (God
could be fully fatistied, and yet the guilty Sinner faved.
Now
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Now, Juftice being infinite in its own Nature that was
‘offendeg, juftly demanded Satisfation equivalent. to
its owfNature ; otherwile it could not be a compleat
Satiufadtion, beeaufe not proportionable to the Affront
done, fo it muft be infinite Satistaction ; This Man |
could nqt givey~though he had given Thoufands of
Rams and ten thoufand Rivers of Oyl; yea, the Fruit
of his Body for the Sin of his Soul : This all would come
exceedingly thort of making Attonemcent for one Sin.
Nay, if all the Angels in Heaven would freely lay afide
all their Royal Crowns of Glory, and fhould fufter ever
fuch Sufferings, what would all this be but the Suffer-
ings of Creatures? which could nowile be equal to that
which is infinite.  When none of all thefe Offerings
would do to fatisfy infinite Juftice, nor any other that
the whole Creation could offer, then our blefled
EMMANUAL fteps in, and fpeaks thus: Then
Jaid I, Lo I come : In the Volume of the Dook it is writé
ten of me: I delight to da thy Will, QO my God? Pfal.
xl. 7, 8. O how marveloufly does all the Perfons in
the adorable Trinity concert and fweetly harmonize
in this glorious Work of Redeinption, joining Hand
and Hand thercin., God the Son freely undertakes
the Work, God the Fathert prepares a Body for him,
Heb. x. 5. The Father promifeth to wphold the Son
in this great Work, Ifai, x| 1. Behold my Servant
whom I uphold,  Yea, promifeth, as a Reward of his
Sufferings, to give bim the Heathen for his Inhcritance,
omd the uttermeft Parts of the Earth for bis Poffeffion,
Pfal. ii. 8. The holy Spirit concurs in this Work, by
fan&ifying that Part of the human Nature, which
the Son of God aflumed, into a perfonal Union with
the divine Nature, Lukei. 35. Hence alfo the good
Jefus is faid to be anointed with the Qil of Gladnefs a-
baue his Fellows, Pfal. xlv. v, This Covenant of Re-
demyption was before the Mountains were brought forth,
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or cver be had formed the Hills 5 before the Morning
Stars fung together, Prov. vili, 28 to the 32d Ver.

2. I am to touch at the Covenant of Works which
was made with Adam while in the State of Innocencys
and it is termed the Covenant of Works becaufe there
was fomething for to do as a Condition of the Cove-
nant, to wit, perfe perfonal and perpetual Obedience,
and fomething threatned upon the Violation thereof,
to wit, Death of all Kinds, Gen. ii. 15. 16. 17. Had
Man continued in the State of Innocency, this Condi-
tion would have been very caly Terms unto him, for
he had both Power and Will to perform the fame, but
by his Fall thus became impoflible for him to do, be~
cadfe by his Fall he not only loft all his Power and
Will to do good, but alfo his Nature was poifoned with
Sin, fo that he, nor none of his ordinary Pofterity, by
Nature, either docs, or can do or will any thing but
what is evil, and that continually, Gen.vi. 5.

3. I would fpeak a little of the Covenant of Grace
which God was gracioufly pleafed to make in and thro’
the Lord Jefus Chrift with his Eleét, foon after the Fall
of Man, which Covenant is called a Covenant of Grace,
both becaule there is nothing in poor finful Man any

¥

wife to move or excite the holy GGod to enter into Co-
venant with him, but mere Bowels of Pity and Com-
paflion 3 and becaufe all that is promifed in this Coves
nant unto Man is freely promifed to him thro’ Chrift,
without any thing being left for him to do but to ac-
cept of the Mercy freely offered to him, to wit, Chrift
and all the Benefits purchafed by him : "That this Cove-
nant is only in and thro’ Chrift, without any refpec to -
any thing that is in Man, or done by him, fee Gen. iii.
15. 1 will put Enmity between thy Seed and her Sced s
Hai, xlii. 6. and give thee for a Covenant unto the Peaple,
rfence are thofe free Invitations, /7. lv. 1. Matt. xi. 28.
Rev. xxii. 17.  Thus it’s evident that the moft guilty
repenting Sinner is not excluded by this Covenant, b;xz
all
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all, where-ever the Gofpel comes, all are invited to
come, and well-comeif they do come: But forie may
Aav, af this be fo, t thit this Covenant requires nothing
hut to accept of cffered Mercy, then farewell all (xrucm, |
{ can be gratious when I pleafe : Stop a little, Friend,
who-ever thou art, thou abufeft the Goodnefs of God;
for altho’ the Covenzant of Grace requires nothing of
thee, cither in thee or done by thee, to recommiend
“thee unto God, it yet requires of thee fomething to
render thee capable to receive the offered Mercy, to
wit, [aith: Hence ic’s faid, he that believeth, fhall be
Javed. WMark xvi. 16, Now this thou haft not by Na-
ture, reither can get it by all the Mieans which thou
canit uie; 1t 15 the Gz/'t af(yod Ephef. 11, 8. The Rea-
fon why this Grace of Faith is fo 4bfolutc.lv neceflary to
Salvation, is not from intrinfical Value, that there is in
i}‘altl, no, no; for there is non« in it : Necithet does
Faith any way recommend the Soul to God, but it’s
only an Inftrument which renders the Per{on capable
of receiving the offered Mercy, and without which In-
firument the Perfon cannot comiply with the Offer of
Salvation ;3 why ! becaufe he has nothing to receive the
Ofters with, like a Perfon that Las no Hc.rd And henu..
ic's faid, that if's impoffible to pleafe God euithout Fait!
tich, »i. 6, Other Graces are required by this (,ove-
nant as a Demonftration of + Joul’s Usnilon to Chrift,
U the ne: cﬁa"y Fruits and kftelts theicof. "Thus
von gy fee, that it is not our Graces which recom-
At us uato God,y but Chrift alone.  Azain, Some
1 i 2y that the Doétrine of Free-Grace opens 2 Door
ario Licencioufne(s, that is, to the Neglelt of Duties,
and cue Commiiiion of Sin 3 let fuch fec Rom, vi, 13,
1".73'{)“‘ theiw @ Jholl we fin, bemaﬂ we are nat under the
[ 4’);,f ¢ under Grace 2 God forbid.  ‘Thut Perfon wno
L dinwn more by the Cords of Love to perform
Licsy and to z,und acainft Sin, than cver he was
il t/ (e Fear of Punithment or the Hopes of Gain
to
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there is'no Power or Authority in itfelf, but what is of
Gud, and ordained by God ; and thus we muit difiin-
guith between Power and Authority in themfelves, and
the Exccution of Power and Authority by Man.,  The
former is an Ordinance, of God’s own Inftitution, ap-
pointed for the Punifhment of 2ll Impicty, and fer the
Encouragement of Picty and Virtue, and the better
Regulation of the World : Whereas the latter, 2 wit,
the Exercifing of Power and Authority, as many cruel
Tyrants have done, fupprefiiug the Caufe of God, and
fhedding the Blood of the Saintz, and pouring it out,
like Water, on the Ground, as was done by Manaffely
and man~ other Kings of Ifra:/; a2nd alfo by fome fince
the Reformation. 1 iy, to imagine that fuch an Ex~
crcife of Power and Authority is allowed and appro-
ven of God, is as grofs an Ablurdity as almoft can be
fuppofed.  Thus you may perceive, that we are always
to be fubjeft unto Power and Authority, 1. e. we are
always to allew of the Law{ulnefs of them in them-
felves, as being f God ; and thould rot be refifted in
themfclves, ror in the richt Exercife of them upon
any Ranlz or Order of Perfons, without Exception.
But the vireng Excrcife of Power and Authority, to
wit, the Uling of them contrary unto the Word of
God, ougit to be refilted, as is plain from the fore
cited Text, /7c ought to coey God rather than Man g
and hence we may obferve, that the Subjedion which
we truciy do owe to thofe in Places of FPower and
Truft, is enly in the Lord, 1 Pet. ii. 17. Fear God and
honour the Kiig, Again, certainly it’s lawful toendeavour
to preferve vital Piety and the Union of the Nations,
to be humbled for our Sins and the Sins of others, and
to ftudy to live new Lives.

There yct retains Three Paragraphs of the folemn
League and Covenant to be fpoken of. --- I incline to

Ipeak of cach of them by themfclves, And
C 1, Of
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1. Of the Second Paragraph of the folemn League
and Covenant, which runs thus, That we fhall, in
like Manner, without Refpeét of Perfons, endeavour
the Extirpation of Popery, Prelacy (that is, Church-
Government by Arch-bithops, their Chancellors, &9¢.)
It’s obfervable, that the Covenanters do not oblige
themfelves to extirpate Popery, Prelacy 5 for this would
indeed have been unlawful, becaule it was intitely out
of their Power to do, and fo it is to us: They only
fwear, to ufe their Endeavour for this End ; and this
was not only to try this or the other particular Perfon
swhich they had Power over, or the like; but they are
impartially to endeavour it of all Ranks, according
.unto their Station and Opportunity 3 for Pcrfons are
not called hereby, to leave their proper Stations in the
World, ituch as, for Perfons to run through the Coun-
try or Ieighbeurhcod ; No, no: This is to be Bufy-
Bodies, which we are no-wife called to, only as the
Lord is pleafed to open a2 Door to us, we arc to em-
braceit. To extirpate, is-properly to root out or take
clean away that, to which it is applied to; and now
we may coniider, what it is which is to be extirpated
herc by the Covenants; and this is not Perfons, as
fome would underftand it, that the Covenanters are
bound, by this Covenant, to take away the Lives of
the Maintainers of thofe Errors which are fpoken of ;
but this is a notorious falfe Afperfion caft on the Co-
venants, and the Adheress to them, as is undeniably
evident by the exprefs Words of the Covenant; In
like Manner, we fhall endeavour, without Refpeét of Per-
Jons, to extirpate Popery, Prelacy, that is, Church-Go-
vcrnment by Archbifbops, their Chancellors, &'c, Thus
you may fee, that it is the Error which is to be extir-
pated, and not the Perfons. -Chrift’s {piritunl Kingdom
is not carried on by the Power of the Swoid, neither
ought his $ubjects to make ufe of a common Sword,
in the Propagation of their fpiritual Warfare, HcI:;c
- WG
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the Apoftle tells us, that the Veapons of our Farfare
arc not carnal, but mighty through Gody to the pulling
down of Strong Holds, 2 Cor. x. 4. (God has told us,
what Sword we fhould ufe in this War, Zph. vi, 17.
And take the Helmet of Salvation, and the Swerd %tbe
Spirit, which is the Waord of Ged. This is the Wea-
‘pon which fhould be ufed in cutting down all Kinds
of Error. It’s true indeed, that it’s not only lawful,
but alfo a Duty, to ufe the Power of the civil Sword,
in Defence of our religious and civil Rights and Li-
berties: And there are fome Errors, that, aceniding
unto the Ward of God, fall under the Power of the
civil Sword alio ; and what is a civil Power, ordained
by God, for, but the Funithment of Wickednefs,
and the Encouragement of Picty. Again, We ‘may
take Notice, that it is Prelacy which is fignalized, and
particularly fpoken againft in the Covenait; and this
is evident, becaufe it’s the very Method of Exercifing
prelatical Government. that is fpoken of, #o wit, by
Archbifhops, their Chancellors, &c¢. whicl s a Me-
thod diftinét from the popith Method of Govorninent 3
for the latter is exercifed by one Perfon, but thc for-
mer by many Perfons. There is no juft Ground to
fuppofe, that the Covenanters did here overlook Pope-
Iy, becaufe they particularly fpeak of Prelacy ; No:
But I fuppofc the Reafon of this to be, partly becaufe
Popery 1s fpoken largcly againft in the national Cove-
nant, and partly becaufe Popery is fo exceeding noto-
rious and maniteft, that be who runs may eafly read
the dreadful Errors of it. Again, you may perceive
what we are to underftand by the Word Prelacy, fo
wit, not Perfons, but the Way and Manner of Go-
-verning the. Church by Archbifhops, their Chancellors,
&c. *Thus you fee, Archbithops are the higheft Or-
der in that Church, under whom there is many Ranks
of Teachers; for which I know of no Warrant in
the Word of God, Having thus explained this Para-
C2 gragh,
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graph, the Way is more clear for the Pronof of it; and
left any fhould miftake what is to be gone about in
this ; I fuppofe it is to prove the Lawfulnels of En-
deavouring to extirpate Prelacy, which perhaps may
appear by that which follows,

1. Ifuppofe thercare few Proteftants who will deny
that Chrift has appointed a Government in his Church
here upon Earth; and if they fhould deny it, it may
be proven, Matt. xviii. 17. 18. Many other Scriptures
might be advanced to the fame Purpofe,

2. Since it is fo, that Chrift has inftituted a Govern-
ment in his Church, is it not the Duty in particular
of every Child of God, to endeavour to oppofe every
Kind of Government in the Church of Chrift which
either has no Warrant from the facred Oracles, or is

contrary unto them : Ah! can a gracious Soul fee the |

L.ppointments of his deareft Lord and Mafter laid afide,
and the Inventions of Men brought in their room,
and yet not be grieved for it, and- ufe I'ndeavours to
prevent it : Certainly, where this is rightly confidered,
it is contrary to the renewed Nature. On! how jultly
snay the dear. Jefus fay to fuch, Is this thy Kindnefs
to thy Friend, to bchold my Laws defpifed, and thou
never refent it, either being afhamed or afraid to ap-
pear for my Canfe in this evil and adulterous Age ?
3. Ic there any Ground or Warrani from the Word
Of God for a Superiority in one Miniftcr over another,
and for fome of them to have the whole Power of
©hurch-Government, and others have none# for either
of thefe I fuppofe that there is no Scripture-Proof; but
the contrary is evident, to wit, Proofs againft it, Mats.
xx. 25. 26.'27. 28. Matt. xv. 9. In vain do ye worjbip
e, teaching for Doctrines the Commandment: of Men.
Hai. viii. 20. To the Law and to the Teftimony, *if they

fpeak not according to this Ward, it is becaufe there is no
Light in them, - .
o 4. Sceing
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4. Secing Chrift has eftablifhed a Government id- his
Church, there is certainly no need of any other Go-
vernment in this Church, becaufe he wanted not Wife
dom to know what Kind of Government was fit for ity
neither did be wantRegard to his Church, (mott fuitable)
when he laid down his Life for it: And thus it will
follow, that all other Kinds of Government in the
Church are at leaft fuperfluous, and fo ought: to be abo-
lifhed. ) | o
5. To conclude, you may fee the Lawfulnels in the
Sight ot G.d, to endeavour the Extirpation ot Prelacy,
1. Becauft 1t’s not founded on the Word of (God, and
therefore it cugine to be rejeéted 5 for the Word of
God isafull Rule for cur Direction, 2. Tem iii. 16. 373
2. Becauit it is contrary unto the Word of God, a8
| hos beenr praved. 3. DBecaufe it’s eontrary' unto . the
Way and Manner of excerciftng the Geovernment which
Chrift has appointed, that is, by Way of Superiority,
wherea: Chrift himfelf” ftri®ly forbids a Superiority
among his Difciples: It fhall not be fo with you. 4. Bé.
cauie there 1s no Neceflity of fuch a Way of Gevern-
ment, Chrift having inftituted another Method of Go-
vernment. . -

In the fourth Paragraph of the folemn League and
Covenant, thev promifec to endeavour to difcover all
fuch as have been or fhall be Incendiaries, Malignants,
or evil Inftruments, by hindering the Reformation of
Religion, dividing the King from his Peeple, or one
of the Kinrdoms frem another, or making any Fa&ion
or Purties ..nong the People, contrary to this League
and Covenaat; that they may be brought to publick
Trial, and receive condign Punifhment, &c. All that
I fhall fay at prefent, in Vindication of this Particular,
is, that fome' of the Offences fpoken of, are partly
under the Lafh of the civil Law, and partly under the
Lafh of the ecclefiaftical Law, fuch as Incendiaries,
Malignants and the like; others lic moft properly

under
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ander the civil Law, fuch as dividing the King from the
People, and the like; that they may be brought to
publick Trial and receive condign Punifhment, that
is, that they may be brought betore anv lawful Judi-
cature, whether civil or ecclefiaftical (as I take it) and
receive fuitable Punifhment, according unto the Nature
and Aggravation of the Crime ; there is no Difficulty
in looking upon Church Cenfure as a Punithment, as
well as what the civil Law dire@s unto.

In the fixth’ Article they promife to aflift and defend
all thofe that enter into this League and Covenant, in
the maintaining thereof, If this Covenant be lawful,
as I have endeavoured to prove, then it is lawful alfo
for Perfons to endeavour the Defence of others, in
defending that which each of them are refpectively
concerned in: This Promife {cems to be limited unto
fuitable Bounds, and not likc many Promifes of this
Nature, without Reftriétion.

‘The Manner in which thof¢ Covenants were con-
firmed, is warrantable, ?o wit, by Synods, Aflemblies,
A&s of Parliament, and by folemn Oaths of Perfons

in all Ranks and Stations : Thns is agreeable unto the
'Cuﬂom of the People of God of old, as Nehem.ix. 38, |
compared with the tenth Chapter ; and of the Ifraclites
in our Text; yea, unto the Method of God himfelf
in confirming his Covenant, Heb. vi. 13. Covenants
may be good as to the Matter, and yet be quite mif-
managed in the Manner of them; and I fuppofe you
will find both the Matter and the Manner of confirm-
ing thefe Covenants, to be agreeable unto the revealed
Will of God, and to the Pra&ice of the Children of
God in former Ages.

y

IV. Thing to fpeak of was, To exigu're whether the
‘Covenants lz bmdmg on Pg/'t'erzty, or not # which will
appear by tie following Pamcmars. 2
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1. If the Matters contained in the Covenants be
agrceable unto the divine Law, than undoubtedly they
“are binding upon the Offspring until lateft Pofterity
The Antecedent bas been proved, to wit, that the
Covenants both as to Matter and Manne, of their being
confirmed, arc agrecable unto the divine Law ; the
Confequence cannot be denicd 5 for the Covenants are
ftill binding materially, being conformable to the Word
of God, which cannot ceafe to Lind Mankind while
m Time,

2. If Covenants relating unto Things merely civily.
be binding upon the Offspring of them which compofed
the Covenants ; why then are not the Covenants which,
relate unto Things fpiricual and holy, binding upon the
Offspring of thofe that compofed them ? Is there not
the fame Equality of Reafon for the latter, as for the
former, or rather mere ; unlefs you will fay, that the
only Reafon which difannulls- the Obligation of Pofte«
rity wmne Covenants, is, becaufe they relate to ‘Thiags
facred ; but I would fain hope, that few or none will
be fo notorioufly abfurd,»as to immagine any fuch Thing,
Now that Covenants refpeéting Things that are merely
civil, are binding upon the Offspringf the Compofers
of the Covenants (when the Matters contained in them.
are lawful) is evident, even toa Demonftration, from
the Words of our Text compared withi2:8am. xxi. 1,
Then there was @ Famine in the Days of David, three
Years, Year after Year 5 .and David enquired of the Lord.,
And the Lord anfwered, It is for. Saul, and fox bis bloody
Houfe, bezaufe be flew the Gibeonites. 'The Sybftance of
this Covenant was to fave alive the Gibeoniiés, and it
was made in the Days of Fofbua, by him ; And Fofbua
made Peace with them, and made a League with them to
let them live. This fame Covenant was violated by
King Saul, in flaying the Gibsanizes, and this Violation.
of the fame Covenant was .punifhed by the God of
Equity in the Days of King David, which was many

' g
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Ages after it was made; aud certainly had this Cove-
pant not been binding upon the Pofterity of the Jirael.
ites, which compofud it, even after fo lony a Time, it
could never hiave confited with the fporiets Juflice ofa
holy Csod, to, have punithed them tor the Violation
thereof, as the Scripture expr.ly tells us he did 3 for
of Negeffity there muflt be a Tranfgrelon before there
is juft Grourd of the Execution of Juftice; now, if
this Covenant had not been binding upon Petterity,
where was the Ground for the Famine, when the
~ Violation of this Covenant was the very l\m{un affigned
by God himfelf for the Famine? fo that there is no
poffible Method to deny the Obligation of the Jfaciites,
in the Days of David, unto thle Loxmant, without
charging the holy (God with Injuflice, which is dreadful
Bla(phemy.
+ Thus you maz obferve, that altho’ there was great
Deccit ufed in making of this Covenant ; yet the Matter
being lawful in itfelf, it was binding on the Jfraclites
many Ages. Again, as this Covenant related unto
Things civil, fo the Stroke Wl upon the Body : And
thus we may obferve alfo, that as onr Covenants are
concerning Things fpiritual } fo has our Stroke been
fpiritaal, fince the awtu‘ Violation of them. Ohl is
it not mournful to confider what a dreadful Flood of
Errors has crept into the Church of (iod, fince thefe
were laid afide; and how inuch P.ophanenefs and
Impiety, of almoft every fort, ks abounded with
Perfons in all Ranks and Stations: How much has
Love to God and Man waxed ..0id! and how much
has there been of Indifferency, Neutrality and Cold-
nefs in Religion, and lixde Succefs of a preached
Gofpel! little of vital Folinefs, and very few to appear
in the Streets for Chrifi, contending for the Faith once
delivered to the Saints, Lerd grant that it may not b
faid of us as of 6pbrmm. Ephxalm is Jomcd to Idols,
lct hxm alml
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the Caufe of Chrift, (many ;)re willing to appear baldly
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=, 13 not many Iook upor Prelacy as binding upon
Cftspring « or at Jea®t, that thzy are obliged to favour
it, beeaufe Jootr Progenitors long upheld it, and many
Alls of Parlizonent Lave coufirmed it ? and why then
are not the Covenauts binding which have been long

#’WP}"GM by our Fore-faiicrs, cren to the Expence of

fome of their Blood, and have been confirmed by a
great many Afts o Parliument? What can the Reafon

- be that the lateer is pot binding as well as the former ?

Is it becacte the One s founded upon the Word of
God, and theotheris not ? o
4. If the Covenunts are not binding upon us, why
do not Minifters except them, when they bind Parents
at the Baptifin of theo Childreny unto the Confeflion
of Faih 1a generul, and thefe Cavenants bound up in
the fume Book 5 und tiey know that many Parents

look upon the Cowenants to be binding upon them,

although tney be nogpamed ?  Is not this exceedingly
firange, that they do hot endeavour to inform Paients
(if they are inan kridr) or to cut out the Covenants
out of fuch a valuable ook ? or if Parents be right,
they thould be encquraged ; and for my own Part, I
cani:ot find out, according unto the common Proceed-
ings of Minilters in this Affair, how they can prevent
their falling into a dreadful Dilemma; for if the
Covenants be good materially and formally, and bind-
ing upon us (as is fuppofed) then furely, if Miniflers
do not appear for the Covenants, the Reafon muft be,
cither that they have never ferioufly and impartially
weighed and confidered them, in order to find out the
Value and Ufefulnefs of them (as I really believe is the
Cafe of fome) orif they know fomething of the Value
and Ufclulaefs of them y yet will not appear for their
Vindication ; this muft flow from fome felfifh End,

-~ cithe: for Want of a true Zeal for the Glory of God

on Eaith, and {6 unwilling to appear in the Strcets for

| for
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for Chrift in thofe Things whereby th y are almoft {ure
will no Way expofe them to Danger, but if there is
but the very Appearance of Danger, then they are
mute,) or from fear of. fuffering the Lofs of their
Chara&er, the Lofs of their Kafe, Pleafure, Worldly |
Subftance, and the like; or of fuffering in their
Bodies, Minds, and the likc , or this muft low from a
wilful Negle@ of known Duty: Any of which all
could eafily be proved to be very awful. But on the
 other Hand, if Minifters are perfwaded, that thefe
Covenants are unlawful in themielves, and not binding
wipon us 3 why do they not difcover ihe fame unto the
World? Ought not Perfons to have the fame Zeal in
oppofing of Error, as they have in upliolding Truth ;
for furely Error has a native Tendency to darken the
Underftanding, and to alienate the Mind, and thus to
prevent our rcceiving real Bencht eby Truth: And is
it not evident, even to a Demonfltration, that the
Reafon why Minifters who arg tnus perfuaded of the
Unlawfulnefs and Unufeﬂv}nefsi% us of the Covenants,
do not declare the fame, is, beosufc fome of the above
_Particulars prevail with them to kecp filent, or fuch

Mike Caufes.

V. Thing propofed. was to enquire into the Ufefalnc/s
of the Covenants. -

And here I would not have any fuppofe, that there
neither was or can be a‘good Church without them ;
No, no: The Reverfe of this is Truth, But I am
perfuaded, that if thefe Covenants were rightly ufed,
they would be very beneficial unto the Church:

" 1, Asa Bond to unite the Members of 2 Church
into an Onenefs of Mind. in Refpeét to Principles;
which Union would have a native*Tendency to pre-
‘'vent the wnhappy Jarrings and vain Difputations,
which are fo common among us, uito the D.;ihonouxi:
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of God, and the Wounding of vital Piety ; and thus
might be a Means of creating Peace and Unity in the
Church of Chrift; swhich, upon good Ground, is a
very finpular Mersy 2%l exxxitic
« T, Covenants are Uieful or purging the Church
fror . Fircis: This is the very Scope of the Covenants,
to proteit aga;‘-ﬁ{} Errors; and I think, if ever there
was Need of the Covenants for this End, fince the
Reformation, it is now, when almoft all Kind of Er-
ror has Footing in the Church, and very ftrange No-
tions. o
3. The Covenants are ufeful as a Hedge unto the,
Church: Its fpoken of as an awful Stroke, which
fhould come upon the Fewi/h Church to take away her
Hedge, Ifai. v. 5, 6. And indeed, when the Hedge is
taken awafl I know of Nothing to marr any Sort of
- People to make Havock df the Church of Goed. The
wild Boar of the Foref} may watfte it at his Pleafure.
I fuppofe by the Hegre. we are to underftand Church-
Government ; for as a HMedge, while it is whole, keeps
Beafts from going outsiad in at their Pleafure, or their
wandering away, f§ true Church-Govenment, rightly
exercifed, would be a fpecial Means: 1. To caft out
all erronecus Perfons, of all Stations, out of the Church.
2. All prophanc Perfons. 3. All Sorts of fcandalous
Perfons. And not only caft them out, but alfo keep
them out ; and God alone knows what a thin Church
would be left in our corvupt Age.  Alas, for it! Any
Perfon, that has but half an Eye, may eafily obferve
the dreadful Breaches made in our Church-Governe
ment, which has opened Paffages for Swarms of erro-
neous Perfons to come into the Church; Swarms of
prophane Crcatures, and Swarms of fcandalous Perfons 3
yea, and fome, of all thefe Swarms, have crept into
the Miniftry, in fuch awful Flocks, that our once
beautiful Zion is trodden down to the Duft, by this
wrctched Brood : And that which ftill adds unto ths

D2 Grie




Grief of fome of God’s thldxcn, is, that there ap-
pears fo few defirous to rebuild the Ruins of our Zion,
and endeavour to heal the Breaches thereof, that we may
not always lie open unto cevery Bird of ]’xc . And [
really bclwve, that eur ceclining from th("‘ btandards
of our Church-Government, has heen the Means of
Opening all thofe Pafla;cs@whereby our Chiurch s ru-
ined ; for where therc is not fon.e good Standard for
Cnurch Governinent exaéi! v follow \.d, its next to 1m-
pofible (for Perfons not immediately infpired by God

v.nich we need not expeét new) to gov crn ¢ the Umxch,
without opening 2 VVay for fome Mifchie! to come 11,
Lecaufe where is no exa& Rule, a M: mke is net fo
ealily bferved, neither does the Tranfgretiion app 2w

0 (uch aggravated Circumfrances. But vou may fov,
you have the Word of God for 2 Rule ; fdwill many
Profeflions fay, as well #s@Mou; but certainly every
Church {hould be aomed p%ect to fome Plan of
Government, which the e the Word of God
directs to, and witich they vilkjtictly adhere to: And
feveral Churches have done f %Ml curs amonpit the
reft, did once agree unto a cef&(A®Plan for the Go-
vernment of the Church ; . bas 'mdeed I know no
Church, that has walked fo concrary unto their Plan of
Church- Govemment, as we have dore, who have in
a great Mecafure laid it afide for many Years paft ; 2nd
for my Part, I know no greater Reafon, why v ¢ do
. lefs regard our Plan of Government, than oiher
Churches do theirs, but becaufe it feems to oo directly
founded upon the Word of Ged, and thence is not {o
agreeable unto corrupt Wature as fome other Kinds of
Government are, which we g all too much inclined
to gratify ; although indeed it gannot be faid of many
of us, who call ourfclves Prefbyterians, that we do
profefiedly deny any Part altogethe® v hich is contain-
ed in that Book which we call the Confeflion of our
Faith; yet it is difiicult to know,whdt Part of it we
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do all arrec to 3 for it is but littie of this valuable Book
but what is at leaft carped at by fome of us, and fome
of it, up and down through the whole Book, partly
denicd 3 fo that it is not very e.fy to find out, not
only what our Plan of Government is, but alfo the
Articles of our Faith: And unloubtedly when the
Pl of our Chich-Governiment is not eafy to find, it
muft be more difiicult to manage the Government of
tiic Chuich right, wiicn tiie Pran itfeit s to feck.

V1. Thinz propefed, was to an/ivcr foiize Objcétions

which ave advanced agatift the Covirnants.

Objeétisn 1. Seme fav, that Parents can make no
Covenants to bind their Children to, and therctore thiey
will not adbore to them,

Azfwer 1. 1 reads ﬁgrant that Parents have no

Power over their CRildre bred thern uito any
Coviiante, whoeh a>in themGives wnitawful . But
to fav, that Parenc bave no FPet o Lind their Gl

dren unio any Covenant, 5 - ¥e i Jact; wiach
micht be proved riany Ways: l. oot ]’Hents, aAC~
cording to the Cominana of Go ', ¢rdicate their Chil-
dren to Lim in that §:crament of .'.:zp:,:' s at wiich
Tine they come uuacr very foiemn Vows, in he
Name and Room of their Children, to train them up
m the Fear and Service ¢ Cod; and when Chiléren
bocome nototiowdy wicked and profligate, Is it not
owi faid, {uch a Perion has renounced his Baptifmal
Vows, .L!mouoh he neor i perfonally make any ?
Ahd if Parents ma; muke fuch Vows for to blnd their
ildren to, whv not 10 any that are Jawfal ? To
dur , that Parents have Right to m.ll'c (,o‘cmnts to
bind their Children, WouLl cait 2 moft awful Affront
upon a holy and pure Ged, who froguently villts the
Imq aities of the Fatliers | upon th: Children, unio the
thitd and fourth Generation,  And thus the Lord pu-
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nithed Rehoboam, Fofiab, and the Ifraclites, in the Days
of David, for the Sin committed by Saul, who was
before him King. 3. What are Parents, in this Re-
fpect,. but Reprefentatives of their Children; and to
deny any Power to Reprefentatives, to aét in the Room
and Stead of thofe which they reprefent, would be to
bring the greateft Confufion into the World imagina-
ble; for if one Perfon could not reprefent another
more, it would be next to impoilible to manage our
common Affairs: But this wild Notion is direétly op-
pciite both the Law of God and Man.

Obj. 2. Others fay it’s impofiible to keep the Cove-
pants now, becaufe there is fuch a Change in the
Government from what it was when thofe Covenants
were compofed, and i will not bind my f{c!f to that
- which I know I cannotiberf

Anfw. 1. This Obje&lal i
Foundation ; for it fuppofe
any Obligation to the Co¥
binds himfelf unto them ; wigh has been proven to
be falfe from the good Wor&'JR {50d, that we who
are the Offspring of the Covetiggfers, neither arc nor
.can be freed from an Obligation unto the Covenants,
by all the Laws which can be made on Earth, until we
can prove the Matter contained in them to be unlawful,
which I fuppofe will pafs the Skill of the whole Crea-
tion to do. 2. It’s afferted, thatit’s iinpnflible to keep
the Covenants now ; it’s true indecd, that i.’s impoffible
for Man in his lapfed Condition, to do any Thing in
and of himfelf, which as it flows from him can be
good ; but to imagine that the Impoffibility of keeping
the Covenants, arifeth froni"-.“’g:c Change of Govern-
ment, is falic; for it’s as eafyy with God to affift and
ftrengthen us to-keep the Covenants, as ever it was,
and we never could have kept them withiout his Aid and
Help: But I always fuppofed, that the Commands of
God had been the Rule of our Adtions, and notL our
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have of ourfelves to do any Thing but Sin, and to
this we have Strenath enough. -Can you read, pray,
praife, receive the Sacrameats, aright of your felves,
and will you negleét them, until you know that you
can do them aricht: If fo, it’s probable you nevet

the wither’d Hand; and how;dg you know if you
would aflay to keep the Covenants, but the Almighty
.would affift you, and then you ne#d not fear ; for if
God be for us, who can be aganft us? Rom. viii. 31.

what it was wien thefe Covenants were compofed 3
which is indeed true: What then ! Muft we change
our Profefiion agrecable unto every - Alteration of
Government ! This would be ditceeding awful indeed !
but furely the Word of G, and the Principles which
we pretend to own, oWl # be the Ground and Foun-
dation of our Protefiion, “#1d not the civil Govern-
ment, which in all Aggs Has been fubjelt to change,
Again, you may fay,"s#.be fo, we fhall expofe our~
felves to Suffering ; afil what although it fhould fall out
fo, muft we fell or facrihce a geod Confcience. to
prevent bodily Suffesings ? Sure this is not the Leffon

them which kill the Body, but are not able to kill the
Soul 5 but rather fear him which s able to deftroy both
Soul and Body in Hell. "Yea, he tells us, that fuch as
fuffer for his fake are bleffed, Mat. v. 10, 11, 12. To

Chrift’s Caufe, is the ready Way to lofe them, Adat.
xvi, 25. For whofocver _/?Ild'aw bis Life, fhall lofe it ;
and whofocver fball lofe his Life for my fake, fhall find it.
4. Again, I do not fuppofe, that the Government is
fo much changed now from what it was when thefe
Covenants were compoled, ‘as..it was in the Days of
Sauly from the Government in the Days of 70/1)14{;',

Wil0

Can-does ; for I know of no §tfength or Will that we

would do them : It’s our Duty, toftrive to ftretch out

3. You fay, that the Government is changed from

which Chrift has taught us, Adatt, x. 26. And fear not

endeavour to fave our Lives by denying to appear for




‘who was prefent at the making of the League with the
Gibeonites 5 yet notwithftanding all the Mutations of
Covernment which were in Ijrael, in that long T'ra&
of Time, we find that the holy God punifhed them
~for the Violation of that Covenant.  Again, I know
Nothing, for my Part, according unto the prefent
Eftablifhment of Government, to marr our adhering
unto the Covenants, or our renewing of them ; fecing
Kins Ceorge the Firfl, at his very Entry unto the
Byitifh Throne, préclaimed Liberty of Confeience to
all his Subjects without Exception,  which IMfuppofe has
never yet been repealed 5 which Liberty we oucht to
lock upon as no fmali Mercy, although, alas for it!
that it has been fo poorly impraved by us unto the Glory
of GGod, and the Good of his Church. |

0k, 3. Some fay, that if they-adhere unto the
Covenants, that they arc .@lliced to rife in Rebellion
againft his prefent Majefty Kyt -rcc.

Anfw. This Objection flows from a Mif:pprehenfion
of what the Covenants aé oblire unto; for it
fuppofeth, that the Covenant®#nd :ll which adhere}
unto them, to the Ufe of the éivéSword in Dercnce of
them ; which Suppofition is netoriouidy fullc; for no
Covenant on Earth can bind Perfon: in a private Sta-
tion, unto the Excrcife of the civil Sword, cven againtt
Malefadtors, becaufe it is direétly oppoirte uwnio the
exprefs Word of God, who has committed the Exer-
cife of the civil Sword. unto Magiftrates, Rom. xili. 4.}
For be is the Minifter of Gody, a R.venger to execute
Wrath upon him that docth evil.  Agnrin, the Covenants
relate to Things fpiritual, and contequently the War-
fare for the upholding of thed, ought to be fpiritual;
for as I have already proved frcin the Word of God,
Chrift requires not the Ufe of the civil Power or Sword
in carrying on of his fpiritual War; but he ufeth,.and
has taught his Difciples to ufe the Sword of the Spirit..

Obj. 4
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- Gij. 4. Some fay, if they adhere unto the Covenants
thev muit fori.ke the Communion of the Saints 3 which
is o much recommended in the Word of God, and fo

very defirable in itielf,
Anjiw. 1. Here we thould enquire carefully, what we
arc to underiond by the Communion of Saints, (1)
Whether we are to underftand by this Communion a
joining witn Su:nts in their Fp‘on, as 1t cannot be
denicd but that the greateft Sainty while in this imper-
fedt State, may e guilty of Errors, and indeed ftill is
in onc refect or anotaer ;3 it cannot be denied that fuch
kind of Commrinion, even with Saints would he very
finful : We ougirt to join with none but as far as they
follow Chrift, fce Gal. ii. 11. But when Peter was come
to Antiochy, Twithftood him to the Face, becaufe he was to
be blemed.  Some imagine, thatit’s very awful to fee
the Chiléren of God cgantending with one another
yet you have hc. sgp Inftance of it in two of the
greatelt of all Chrift’s Apoftles : It’s melancholy that
there fhould be a juft Ground of Difference between
them; but when there is, they ought faithfully ta
reprove one anothery Lew, xix. 17. Thou fhalt not hate
thy Brother in thy Heart : Thou fhalt in any wife rebuke
tly Neighbonry and mot fuffer Sin upon bim. (2) We
may cenqui.e, whether by the Communion of Saints,
we are to underitand that we fhould keep Communion
with nonc but fuch as are free from all kind of Error
in Principle ? and if fo, I fear we never fhall enjoy
Communion with one Saint on Earth ; and were this
my Opinion, I think there would be juft Ground ta
fear, that I fhould never enjoy Communion with the
Saints hereafter ; for there is no Man that liveth and
finneth not 3 and there is no fuch Thing as even true
Grace itfelf, while in time, perfeltly enlightening the
Mind, any more than purging the other Faculties of
the Soul ; which is not perfeétly done here below the
Clouds : Her¢ we fe¢ but daikly, as through a Gl&i'
S 3
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Oh, it's very firange what unaccountable Notions man
of the dear Children of God have entcreained, whic
“all tends to demonftrat# the Riches of Gud’s free Grace,
. infaving of fuch Creatures, and to difcover the various
Effefts of the Operations of the holy Spirit, (3) We
iay enquirc, whether by the Communion of Saints
we are to underftand $€re, a kecping up of Fellowfhip
with all forts of Pufns, without Exception, which
we truly believe %y Wr fomething of the Image of
Chrift, 20 wit, thal S, really renewed in Part, in as
far as we are agteed ; altho’ in the mean time no ways.
joining with any of them in any Particular which we
W perfuaded in our Confcience to be contrary unto the
‘Word of God, either in Do&rine, Principle, Pra&tice,
Dileipline or Government of the Church ; and inftead -
of joining with any of them jn any Particular above,
ofing all proper Means to gal qur Brother or Sifter in
Chrift, to that Light whic '?'..yg?-*'has been pleafed to
§iVé us? This I take to be tryly the Communion of the
&ims in Time, and I fuppafe i »SQ,xt contrary unto the
ord of God, nor to any Paft:cdntained in the Con-
feffion of Faith; for this of the Communion of Saints
cannot be underftood to join with ngne but fuch as are
free from ull'Error, becaufe there v none fuch, as has
Been faid ; neither can it be to join with Perfons in
known Error 3 becaufe this would be to Sin directly
contrary unto the Light of our own Conf{cience, which
would furely marr our Communion, and be a dreadful
Guilt: So that if what is faid above, be not the Com-
munion of the Saints, perhaps it will be difficult to
find out what it is: Phil. iii. 16, Neverthele/s whereto
we have already attainéd, let us Walk by the fame Rule
let us mind the fame Thing. 2, In the Objefion it’s
ebferved, that if we adhere unto the Covenants, we
muft gbrfake the Communion of Saints; and in order
t6 find out either the Trath or Falfhood of this, we
tuft ¢aquire, whether the Covenanters or the None
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Covenanters, are the Caufe of this Breach of Commu-
nion? And (1) a meer Adherence to or owning of
the Covenants, cannot be the Caufe of the Breach of
the Communion of the Saints § they may be the Og-
cafion of it, but not the Caufej for as has been
proved, the Covenants both materially and formally,
are agreeable unto the divine Law, and ynto the Prace
tice of the People of God in feveral Ages, both of
Jews and Gentiles. (2) If a gragious Perfon who docs
not concur with the Covenunts, will not keep Coni-
" munion with a Covenanter, whom he cannot but look
upon as a Brother or Sifter in Chrift ; yet merely on
this Account breaks up Communion with the Cove-
nanter ; the Non-covenanter may juftly be f&id so be
the real Caufe of the Breach of ‘the Communion 8fthe
Saints, and the awful Guilt of which. lies at his Door,
becaufe he forfakas his Brother for daing his Duty. (3)
If the Covenanter will not join in Communjon with
any of thofe which he eannot but look upon as a Bro-
ther or Sifter in Chrift, (in as far as they are agreed)
merely becaufe he isnot a Covenanter ; I really believe
- that the Covenanter is'the real Caufe of the Breach of
~ the Communion of Saints, the dreadful Guilt of which
lies at his Door, ¥écaufe there is not fufficient’ Founda-
tion of Separation, as may appear from many Parti-
culars, as, (1) Becalife it’s no fundamental Error, that
is, a Perfon may really be united to Chrift without
adhering to thefc Covenants, 2s 1 hope many ars : ‘But
fome may fay, If it's fo, 1 will not own the Covenants, z{
I may be faved without them. Whoever thou art whifl
fpeaketh fo, you fpcak like a Stranger to God and frue
Holinefs: There are tmany Things which are npt
effential to Salvation, which are no Matters of Indiffe-
rence, fuchas a preached Gofpel, the Ufe of the Sacra-
ments, and fuch like, mﬁz' Becaufe the Covenants are,
what both great and.,‘g wd Men have differed about, and
poflibly may fill do.fo ; and for my Part, | only look

i
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upon it as a Weaknefs in a Child of God; for a wil-
ful bm it cannot be 3 becaufe to continuc in a wilful
Sin is inconfiftent with the right Exercife of Gracr :
It’s very poffible, that fome Perfeis who cannot come
toa Clearnefs in refpc&t to the Covenants (cncuﬂly

]

now when they havc been fo little regarded) may far

excel the Covenanter, both in refoeét of Fxperience in |

Glace and Knowledge of other Par iculars "0 Religion;
and how unaccountwb’k‘ would it be, fo: ti ¢ Covenanter
~both to deprive himfelf of the Priviledge of Infirudtion
in thofe Thmgs which his Brother is both able and wil-

llng to help himin, and alfo to deprive him{cly of hav-
ing fuch an Opportunity of informing and reafoning
with %is Brother, in order to convince him of his

Weaug? Can any Pérfon deny but fuch a Covenanter -

is infirumental in this refpeét, to bind up his Talent in
a Napkin, and the Talent of his Brother alio ? And
where is his Condefcenfion unto his weak Brother? Is
he not by this Means more likely to deftroy his Brother
than fave him from his Error? I kriow fome will ﬁw,

I may converfe arnd reafon with Peffons, withont oining |

an Communior:, I know youmay ; bus whu thanks you
for this? for you are bound to'do {o unzo a Turk or
Mahometan, if you bad Opportunity ; but oh, how
little Benefit can one Perfon be to another, when he
~does enjoy no free Communion with him? They are
#till 'in fome Meafure like two Armies, \:uin, fome
wilt fay, We may be miftaken in Perfons, thinting themto
be Chriftians who are not : And this is a bad Mark to
deny ahy Part of the Truth. Indeed there is a Poffi-
bility of the former, and I do not defire to commend
" the latter : But whoever thou art that reafons thus, it
does not found well, becaufe there feems as clear and
undeniable Evidences of the Grace of God in fome
that ' cannot yet con.ply with thg Covenants, a3 any
‘that I know of ; and this Notider alfo loaks too felfifh,

*‘lxkc Perfong’ lnghly c&eemmg of themfclves ;. and I
fuppofy
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: Tuppofc. you are not fo very doubtful of the Faithfulnefs
1] of thofc that join with you in the Covenants: If it’s
) 4 dear Bruh rciny is not this tdo much like the Jews
. Who cried, the vable of the Lard, the Temple of the
Lord, the Temple of the Lord are twfe ? Do you not
pr adzullr (evy Stand by thy [elf, come not near me, for
| L am bolicr thens thou ? (3) Becaufe the-Covenanter by
Yo doing, he denies Communion with thofe whom God
has recetved into Comint tnion with himfelf, and thofe
which he expects to enjor Cofnmunion w:th when
Time fhall be no more; he denies them of the Com-
munion of the Suints here, which God has given them
a Right unto, and which the dear Children of God
'dchght much in, Pm‘ to Satnis that are in the Fah‘/.v
and to the Excellent in whom is my delight, Pfal. xvi. z.
He, if a Minifter wom\l deny them of the Chx}drens
Bread, as he won’t Jn n in Communion with: none
but Covenanters, conf qucr ly would admit" none
others ; and thus not onlv deny God’s Children the
-~ Children’s Bru( but alfo tnrn them out among Dogs
[ and Swine. il may the dear Jefus fay, Is thts thy
' Kindnels to thy {*rlwd? Little does the Covenanter
think on theie Words of Chrift, He that receiveth you,
recciveth e s but whofo fhall aﬂard one rf thefe little
Ones which beliene .in me, it were better for him, that
a Millflone were hasiged about his Neck, and. that he
were z/rﬂwnml in the. Deﬁtb of the Sea, Mam xviil. 6,
~And do you not give him juft Ground of Offence,
when you deny him the Com:iunion: of the: bamrs

and deny him of the Privileges of God’s Chlldren?
Add to this, how unbeeommo' it is to fee the Followers
of the immaculate Lamb of (Jod like fo many wild
‘Creatures, tcaring the Flefh of one another; QOh!
‘have we not all great Need to take that Advice which
Foferh gave to his Brethren, Gen, xlv. 24 See that ye
fu// not out by the dey ?

L- | | . ,0lj g,
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O}j. 5. Some fay, that the Reformation, or the re-
newing of the Covenants, fhould begin with Verfons
in great Power, or it won’t do.

Anf. 1. The Profeflion of Religion, which only de-
pends upon the Power of Man for the Uphalding of
it, is very little worth ; and is readv to turn with the
Power or Multitude: Fer. xvii. 5. Zhus faitl ihe Lord,
Curfed be the Man that trufteth in Man, and maketh
Flefh his Arm. 2. Such a Reformat’cn is contrary un-
to what is revealed in the Scripture, Adaith. xi. 23,
26. 1 Cor. i. 26, 27, 28, 29. It’s alfo contrary to the
Method which the Son of God ufed for publifhing the
Gofpel, who made ufe of poor illiterate Fithcrmen for
the fame, and did not ufe mighty Princes, or the
learned Rabbies of the Age ; and the famc we may fee
in the Reformation from Popery.

Ob. 6. Some fay, that the Covenant of Grace birds
to the fame Things which thefe Covenants do; and
therefore there is no Need of - them.

Anfw. 1. I never knew, that the more onec Duty
.agreed with another, that by this the Neceffity or Ufe-
fulnefs of the one was removed ; No: Forif fo, where
is the Ufefulnefs of Praying in Secret, in Families, and
in Publick ; feeing Prayer in all thefe Places ought to
be much the fame? It’s not uncommon, for the beft of
Divines, to be at Pains to difcover unto People the
fweet Agreement and Concurrence that is in all the
Duties of Religion, and how one depends on another ;
and ufe this, as an Argument, to cxcite them to the
Performance of Duty. 2. The principal Thing which
the Covenant of Grace requires, is, to accept of of-
fered Mercy, that is, Chreiﬁ and the Benefits purchafed
by him. Indeed, Perfons which are under the Co-
venant of Grace, are required, to endeavour to keep
the whole Law of (God; but this is not required of
them by any Condition in or by the Covenant of
Grace, but it is required of them as an Evidence or

Demone
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| Demonftration, that they are the Children of God,
whofe Will is their Delight and Pleafure ; which na-
tively flows from the Soul’s Union to Chrift: So that
‘1 no fooner is a Perfon united to Chrift, but immediate-
ly he endeavours Obedience to him, as the neceffar
Fruit and infeparable Effe€t of the Union. But thefe
Covenants require us to be agreeable unto the Confef-
fion of Faith in Principle, Do&rine, Praftice, Difci-
pline and Government ; and to pgnounee all Error in
all the fore-mentioned Particulars: 8o you may per-
| ceive fome Diftinétion between the Covenant of Grace
.| and thofe here fpoken of. i |

VII. And laft Thing prepofed was to make fm‘i
practical Improvement cf the Wholey - - .

And by what has been fpoken there is z vary large
Field laid open, which might afford fufficient Ground
for very extenfive Improvements: But the do&rinal
{ Part of the Difcourfe being my chief Defign at prefent,
.} I fhall conclude with a few Reflections by Way of In-
- | formation, Examination, Lamentation and Exhortation.
; 1. For Informatiga ; is it {6 as we have heard, that
. | national Covenantingy, in itfelf, is lawful in God's
;:HSight? Then hence we may be informed : 1. Of the

| great Lofs that we arg gt in this Age, that know fo:
; | little of this of nation¥Rdevenanting, unlef it be in'
"} Things entircly earthly,” We-have been very little:

) troubled thefe many Years pafly either in making na<
| tional Covenants, which sejate ueto Things fpiritual
“land holy, or in keeping r ‘in. renéwing thofe which
- Jare compofed already ; which eannot rationally be fup-
pofed to redound much to eur Honour or Advantage,
but the reverfe. 2. Sgeing there is, fo many Kinds of
: § Covenants as we have ‘keard, this @y inform us of
, Jthe furprizing Condufgenflon of Gedy in ever Rooping
7| R Jow as to enter intd Covenant with any of hiscown
' 117 &
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Creatures ; when it may juftly be termed an hambling
of his glorious Majefty, to bencld the Things w hich
argin Heaven, and how much more to behold Thin. a8
on Earth. Oh! how ftu )Lnuuuﬂy do the Beams of
the divine Perfeétion fhune forth, in the Covenant of
Redemption and of Grace; and efpec. aﬂy thofe of
Wifdom, Goodnefs and Mcicy : With what marvelous
Beauty and admirable Luitic do thuy appear in thefc
Covehants; yea, how lwur!y do ail the glorious At-
tributes meet in thefe, and how wonderu!! v do they
harmonize and concur together! P/ Lixxv. 10.
Mercy and Truth are m:t terether @ Righiesitnefs and
Peace have kiffed each other. "Uheie Coveranis are the
very Ground and Fothdatipn of that {wees Seng of the
holy Angels, Luke ii. 1 3--19. (> ihe 1edeemed Com-
pany, Rev. v.quer. to ifec:d: Yea, of thut mciodions
love Song, which every onc of the iieavenly Chcii fhall
ftill be chanting forth, with their warliing Notes
throughout the lafting Agcs of an end!cfs krernity, On
this matchlefs and boundlefs Ocean of !edeeming Love!
Oh who can think, fpeak or wntc, in ar.y Mealure be-
corming of it! The mgheﬁ Arch-Anacelis incomparabiv
too low, to fet forth all the manitoid ¢rofial Streams,
which continually iffue fro:n the pure Fountain ; «nd
much more to fet forth Redecmiity Love idelf. The
jruelt Line of the whole Creagiun conn.i ia‘nom it.
~ Uye 2. Shall be for Trial. It juelion but you
L:<= made feveral Contrale, and Lc 1:_73:!:: or Cove-
nintsy with M.m : But the Qucition i, hafl thou ever
yut o e o Contraéty League or Covenant wich (God ?
Aril luppofc fome of you Will readily anfwer with
LTimnsly Is iny Servant a Dag, that I fould live (o long
viichairt bling in Covenant Wb the Lord? 1 was de-
dic..u.-‘i co tie Lord in my Inéancy, by my Parcnts, in
ihag Il Sncmmvcnt of Baptifm¥ and ficquently re-
newea 3 Davtiimal Vows, at the Szcrament of the
fords - vper 3 and have formally gatercd into a Cove-
nant
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pant with the Lord. ‘Thefe Things are defirable ; but
what are all theiz more than Hypoerites may do? And
if thy Rightesitfiiofs cises not exceed what they can do, thou
muft perifh, Adetep. vo 20, Sceing Things are the ..
thou {hould? examine a litdle further: Art thou yet re-
ceived into the Covenant of Grace, that 5, art thou u-
piced to Chrift, whois the Sum and Subftance of that
Covenant ! Vo which the following Particulars may
give fome Ligat,

1. \Was thou ever dead to the Law 3 not only to the
ceremonial Law, but alfo to the moral Law, in Point of
Juftifeation? T'his is neceflary to every Soul that ex-
peQs to be united to Chrift: Gal. ii. 19, 1 threugh the
Law amdead to the Law, ilat 1 might live unto God.
Now a Death neceffarily pre-fuppofeth a Life; for it’s
irnpoflible for that to dic which never had Life: Andif
thou wouldit know, whether thou art dead to the Law,
fee if cver thou waft alive to the Law, that 15, looked
for Juftifica:ion, either on the Account of fome Good
in thee, or deae by thee? And if thou haflt never found
thvfelf depending upon thy own Righteoufnels, it is a
plain Nemontiration, that the Law hes never yet come
with Power to thy Scul, fo as to kill thee ; that fo thou,
through the Law, mizht be dead ta the Law ; and confe-
quently art yet clive tothe Law, that is, you are de-
pending either upon fome pretended Good in you, or
upon your fober, heneit Life, or Prayers, or giving of
Alms, or Repentances, or fomething of this Nature.
You may fee both this Liic and Death fet forth by the
Apottle, Rerm. vii. 9. For I was alive without the Lasw
mnce: But when the Copmandment came, Sin revived,
and I dicd ;. 'T'hat is, bcfore the Law came with Power
to his Soul, he conccited that he lived very well, being
exceedingly ftri€l and zealous in his Doings (as perhaps
Reader it may be with thee) but when the Law came
with Power to his Soul, he faw Sin in quite another
Calour, 1 wis, exceeding I‘l‘leinouss and that himfc;f

; an
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and the beft of his
Sight of Sin caufed b to die unto all his former Hopes
and Expeétations of obtaining Salvation, in the Courfe
which he followed ; and like a Perfon expiring, with a
bitter dying Groan, cries out, O wretched Man that
4 am, who fhall deliver me from the Body of this Death!
Oh Reader! haft thou ever experienced thefe Things.
2, Wouldft thou know, whether thou art yet recei-
ved into the Covenant of Grace ; then inquire, art
thou yet become a New Crcature ? 2 Cor. v. 17. There-
Sore if any Man be in Chriff, he is a New Creature
Old Things are paff away, behold, all Things are become
New., Where this New Creature is, it muft be born,
Foh.iii. 3. Except a Man be born again, he cannot fee
the Kingdom of God. In Birthe there is always two
Things, extream Pain and fomething new. 1. That
‘Women have extream Pain when in Travel, is unde-
niably Evident, not only by their awful Out-cties, but
by the Spirit of God, which frequently compares thefe
with the fharpeft Pains, So it is in this fpiritual Birth,
the Pains are always extream Pains, that is, they muft,
always have the fame Effet, upon every Soul that is|
brought favingly home to Chrift, t0 wit, to fee and
feel with the Prodigal, that they are at the very Point
of Perifhing : Altho’ it’s certain,- ¢hat thefe Pains may
be greater or lefs, of a longer or thorter Continuance,
and proportioned agreeable un® the holy Will of God

yet are they always fharp Paitsy for though Perfons, )

either on a Death Bed, or Women in Travel, may
much differ, in refpe& both to the Continuance in
Pain, and the Greatnefs of the Pain ; yet it wuft be
acknowledged, that the Painsare very fharp. 2. In
a Birth, there is fome new Qreature is brought forth
into the World, which never was feen by any human
Eye before ; fo it is in this fpitiual Birth, there isa
new Creature brought forth. ~ Jf &ny Man be in Chrifi, |

be is & new Grepinre s And hence the forming of this |

ney

-

?ons was full of Sin; which|?®
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new Creature, is termed a Creating, to difcover, that
there was Nothing of this new Creature in the Man
or Woman before this Egh. iv. 24. And that ye put on
the ncw Aan, which after "God is created in Rzg/)reouf
acfs, and true Folinefs. This new Creature is a {piri-
tual Creature, formed ty Gody, 1 Pet. i. 3. And
hence it lS, that the carnal LEve cannot rightly obferve
it, 1 Cor. it 14. And therefore do Chriiticfs Perfons
conclude, that this Work of the holy Sgirit of God
upon the Souls o’ Perfons, Is aif 1 ineer Ddunon, fome
whimtica!l, enthufiattical Notions of the Beain ; becaufe
they are ignorant of this the: )fhlves: And they mima-
g?:w that it muft be fo with c:liers too, not conf;Jcr-
inx, that dind .[)6’?_'/'07&'5 are witjit ,"Jz‘rl e of Galer But
fome of vou who reads iy 20, how. can tlm Crea-
turc be known? And as to un lafallible Knowledge of
this in ansler Perfon, ts wint cannot be known by
Munkind, in Time; but icft you fhould think, that
there is o fuch Thing as any Difcovery thereoi, you
may obferve the .()“uw?h"‘ Particulars. It may be
known by its Life, by the Renewing of the Faculties,
and by the Grace infufed into the Soul. 1.1 fay, the
new Creature mav be known by its Life: Lifc is dif-
covered by Brcuth*ng, and this you may find in the
new Creature, P/al. xlii, 1. As the Heart panteth after
the It atcr-bro:m‘s, Jo panteth my Soul after thee, O God!
It's known by its 1pmcual Mction after God, Pfal.

Ixiti, 8. My Soul foiloweth bard after thee. It's known
by its fpiritual Lungring and thirfhing atter Righteouf-
nets, Jlateh, v. 6. Puyed are they which bungor and
thir/ after Righteoufnefs. Many fuch might be added.

2. “I'his new Creature may bc known by the Renew-
mg of the Faculties of the Soul. There isa 1-.cw Heart
given, Ezek. xxxvi. 26. 4 new Heart a/fo will I grve
you. ‘The Conicierice is purged. Feb. ix. 1.4. Purge
your Confcience from alead Works to ﬁr'vc the liviry God.
The Underftanding is enllghtnf.d Luke xxiv 45. Then

.a. 2 0;3.‘. ﬂt’d
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~ apened be their Underfiflnding, that they might underfland
the Scriptures. ThOWill is changed, Pral. cx. 3. Thy
Pesple fhall be willing in a Day ¢f thy Power. Thel
Aftections are fet on Things above, Col. iii, 2. Set your
Affections on Things above. 3, This new Creature may
be known by the Graces infufed by the holy Spirit in
the Soul. By Faith, Aiis xv. 9. Purifying their Hearis
by Faith, By Love to God, 1 ‘Fobu iv. 16, God is|
Love s and he that dwelleth in Leve dwelletl in God, and
God in him, By Hepe, Heb, vi. 19. IVhich Hape we
have as an Anchar of the Soul, bat) Jurey aud fleadfafty
and which enteveth into that within the ['ail. By Joy in
the Holy Ghoft, Rom. xiv. 17. For the Kingdom of God
is not Meat and Drink, but Righteoufnefs, and Peace,
and oy in the Holy Ghoff, Whoever thou art which
has truly expericnced all thefe Things in thy Soul, I
dare fay, in the Name of God, that thou haft fome
true Knowledge what a new Creature is; and it thou
haft never experienced what thefe Things are, in thy
Soul, thou ncedeft not wonder that thou kuowc(t not
‘what this new Creature is 3 for at beft thou art but a |
Babe in Chrift ; and it’s well if thou be not as yet a
Deceiver of thy own Soul,”  Again, wilt thou examine
thy felf, whether ever thou haft furcly entzred into a
perfonal Covenant with the Logdp Canft thou fay,
- with David, Althe my Houfe b¢ 15t fo with God ; yet
with me he hath made an everdayiivy Ceuvciront, ordered
in all Things and fure ? Hafttou any lividences of |
this Marriage Tie? Thy Marriare may be a Counter-
feit, without Evidences it would not and in com- |
mon Law, and how will it fiangd at the Bar of God?
‘At Marriages there are ordinarily fome lLove “T'oxens. |
Iaf thou the carneft of the Spirit, fome i'or.taftes of I
the heavenly Canaan? Doft thou {rcquently eut down |
fome Clufters of Grapes from the. Brook ZEflcol? Art
thou acquainted with the flowry Hills of Zion @ Doft
thou feed upon the Mountains of Myrrh and E}i?ilis i’f
rank- |
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Frankincenfe ? Doft thou drink of the Water of Life ?
Ioes the Dew of Heaven lie all Night on thy Bran-
ches? In fhort, kxuft thou the Spirit witnefling with
thy Spirit, that thou art a Child of God? If fo, thou
haft juft Ground indeed to conclude, that thou art in
Covenant with the Lord.

Uz 3. Secing that the national and folemn League
and Covenants are agreezble unto, and founded upon
the Word of Ged; is there rot juft Ground of La-
mentation ? I. Becau’c thcfe Covenants have for a long
time bueen in a great Meadure laid by, as if they were
ufelei., and too few to lament and mourn for the fame,
altho’ many arc the deleful and awful Fruits of this

Ve may juflly fav, that fince thefe Covenants were
laid afice, tiie Crown is fullen from our Heads ; our
Ziom Ianguifheth ; our Gold is bccomedim ; our Naza-
rites are become Dblacker than a Coal, and arc not
known in the Streets: and few to crv, O Lord how
lony fiall it be fo! When wilt thou revive thefe buried
Covenants!  Thy Servants faveur the very Duil of
Ziziz, and take Fieafure in her Rubbilh and her Stones
for thy Sake, 2. Is there not juit Ground of Lamen-
tat.on, that there §s fuch dreadful Floods of Errors
crest into the Chuech firce thefe Covenants were laid
afide? While tfe Covenants were profefled, they
were not oaly lile a Wall to keep out [irror, butalfo
veere fpecias Engines to caft out Errors of the Church ;
but now when the Walls are broken down, the Way
is laid open unto all kinds of Birds of Prey, to come
into the Church ; and inftead of any Thing to marr
their in-cominz; the Church is become a Shelter and
a quict Habitation, for the moft erroneous Perfon that
will make any kind almof of a Profeffion: So that
our Church, inftead of beinga Houfe of Prayer for all
People, it’s become more like a Den of Thicves:
Wiid Boars watting it at their Pleafure, and few to
fray them away; agrecable to P/fal. lxxx, IZ,TL 3.

at
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T'hat this is the prefent gielancholy State of our Church;
Does not thofe that defiy the Equality of the Son with
 the Father, prove this? Does not the Deifts and Free-
'Thinkers among us, prove this? Does not Perfons
who blefs God that Sincerity is cyme now in the room
of Perfetion, prove this? Does not Perfons that deny
the Neceflity of Canverfion to Golpelized People, prove
this ? Does not Perfons that affert, that People may be
converted, and yet entirely unacquainted with the
Working of the 8pirit of God upon the Soul, prove it?
Does not not Perfons that aflert, that'if a Youth pui-
feth his Trials with.4Approbation of the Prefbytery,
that the Youth has the Call of God to the Miniftry,
- and olight to be looked upon as a faithful Embaffador of
Chrift, prove this? Poces not Perfons who aflert, that
‘People have as good Ground to cxpeét faving Benefit
to their Souls, from Minifters that are void of faving
Grace, as from thofe who are gracious, prove this?
Dous not Perfons that deny the Neceflity of Convic-
- tion. in order to Converfion, prove this? Is not our
- Church come unto a very poor Pafs, when almoft all
~ghefe Errors, if not every one of them, may be found
- 3n Minifters approved by the Church ! And if fo with
Minifters, how is it with comman Peciic? (3) Does
mot the Prophanenefs, Loofenefs and Impiety, both of
- Minitters and of ' Pcople, loudly cry for bitter Lamen-
" tation in our Day ! 4. DPoes not the general Unfuccefs-
fulnefs of a preached Gofpel, ¥all for bitter Mourning
before God? 5. Does not the heavy Wrath of God,
- 'which bas long been pouring out upon us, and is ftill

)
;

hanging bver our Heads, o ghe Account of our awful
Backflidings from “him, gall’ for bitter Wailing and
Lamentation ? 6, Doés not pur Breach of thefe Coves
mants ; our denying of our Oblization to them, and
continuing in the fame, call for deep Humiliation before
God, and fpecdy Amendment, fecing they are undoubt-

adly binding upon us i
y g up Oh!




Oh Reader! art not. t
fighing and ctying, for thefe er Abominati
© of the Age and Place where 'J6@dive? This has been
| the Pra&tice of the People of God, and 'I' hepe is of
{- fomeyet: FEzek. ix. 4. And the Lord faid unio ‘bim;
- Go through the Midft of the City, through she Midf} of
Jerufalem, and jet a Mark upin the Forebeads of the
Men that fizh, and cry for all the Abomindtions that be
done in the Midft thereof,  Oh1is not this the Day of
Facob’s Trouble ? and will not the Sons and Daughters:
| of Zion fit in Sack-cloth and Afhes, and lament and
| mourn to behold the broken-down Walls of our Ferus
falem 5 and to {ce Zion trodden down under FKoot,
* which was once the Beauty of all Lands? Oh! fhould
~ we not long to fee the T'ubernacle of David raifed, which
is fallen down, and the Rreaches thereof clofed up ?
| When fhall we wee the Chi dren of Ifrael they and the

- Children ot “udah tog:ther, going and weeping ?
- They fhall go and feek the Lord their God, faying,
« Let us join our f¢lves to the Lord in a perpetual Cove-
| nant, that thail not be forgotten. Oh ! wilt thou not
| fay, Reader, with the Pfalmift; P/al cxxxvii. s, 6. ?
.'Remember it’s no* Matter of Indifferency whether
- thou appears for the®Caufe of God, Fudgesv. 23 Curfe
ye Meroz, [aid the Angelvof the Lord, curfe ye bitterly
“tpe Inhabitants thereof, becaufe they came not to the Help
Vfof the Lord 5 the Help of the Lovd againft the Mighty,

I Uk 4. Seeing that national covenanting is lawful,
J§and that there is fo many kinds of Covenants, fome
g of which has been fpoken of 4 then let onegnd all be
§ exhorted, 1. To endeavour to make ;a League or Co-
~§ vemant with the holy God, that he may be at Peace
g with us, through the Lord* Jefus Chrift ; and that we
- @may everlaftingly live a glorious Life in the heavenly
E'World : Happy were it for g, if we upon juft Ground
geould fay with the Apoftle, Rom, v. 1. Tb;rg'are having

uflification

requently  Tafiiériting,
other Abomina

2 e b




(48 )

"'.. utw'. oy [u:tu, we “’UE Peace with ., ’,;“& ,f;
.ym . o5 Chrifs, uﬂxttle avails thee, O Man or
vi'oman, whas (.,ovw or Contraét thou haft mado
on Earr.., if God is not become thy covenanted God :
It C . be for thee, who can be againft thee? and if
God be againft thce, "who can be for thee ? Oh! then
labour fir® and abeve all other, laborr to b\. :n Cove-
mant with the Lord, and this will never inarr thee
to enter-into any ‘crher lawful (,ovcn..n: ; but will
rather prove a great Help to thee in performing of them.,
2. From what Bas besn fzid, lct us be exhorted ta
confider fericufly, hew agrce ible the naticnal and fo
i, League and . ~enant are unto the Word of God
hew binding they are upon us; hews viciul they would
be ro us if they were rightly rereveed, and vouut an
awtul Lofs we arc at, by the Want of their beirx ¢ uly
adhered unto 3 whlch if 1t were .the blefiec Wit of
God to L1 Minifters and Peo l?(”elﬂt 3, woud be
fome Ho . .f the Revival of t: 'AL logg; buried Cove-.
nants Wthh is the Heart’s jJ<{ire’ and ‘c:vent Pmyet\
to God, of many of kisown dear Children.
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