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n T- he hgures in Pieper s 
Roman Laiholic ,r. ..-i 
^ u- /- Kirchlische btatistik 
(jrowthmvjermany ... . 

showing the per cent, of 
increase of the Protestant and Catholic 
confessions from December 1871 to 1895 
reveal a condition of things both unwel¬ 
come and alarming from the Protestant 
point of view. Prussia contains nearly 
two thirds of the entire population of 
the Empire, and in many of its separate 
provinces and large cities has been long 
considered the seat of Protestant strength 
but the increase of the Catholics during 
the period of twenty-four years has been 
six per cent, greater than that of the 
Evangelicals. For the same space of 
time the Kingdom of Saxony, which so 
warmly espoused the movement of Lu¬ 
ther, shows nearly a fourfold increase for 
the Catholics, and Hesse, the brave de¬ 
fender of the Reformation, manifests an 
advance of about one and a half times in 
the same direction. 

CUD. Tn Bavaria, in Wiir- 
Small Protestant , , • i 
Inrr««f temberg. and in Baden. 

it is relatively less both 
in numbers and in significance. The 
large evangelical excess in Elsass-Lor- 
raine (comparatively a small state") is 
due to the removal of the non-Protestant 
elements of the population after it had 
been made a part of the German Empire: 
to the presence of one of the army corps 
drawn mostly from northern Germanv: 
and to immigration from various parts 
of the Empire. 

„ . Iheper finds the chiet 
cause of the Catholic in¬ 
crease in Prussia in em¬ 

igration. The larger percentage of those 
who emigrate from Prussia are Protest¬ 
ants, while in the eastern piortion of the 
Kingdom there is a large and constant in¬ 
pouring from Catholic Poland. To know 
the cause of these facts, however, will 
not change them. Catholicism has been 
gaining on Protestantism in both Prussia 
and Saxony for a generation with no 
sign of abating at a rate that well may 
awaken alarm in Protestant circles. 
Unless there is a diminution in Catholic 
increase in strength and numbers at 
strategic points the great Chancellor’s 
successors in office will probably be com¬ 
pelled to go much farther toiward Ca- 
nossa than he went. 

Tir I • The fact that a large the vV orking L.I?8? , . , 
T . . .k Au k number of those whose i.ost to the Lnurch . , 

names appear on official 
reports as Protestants arc not Christian in 
profession at all: that the majority of 
the working classes, especially those of 
the cities and of all manufacturing cen¬ 
tres, whose names appear on the records 
as Protestants, are in fact not such at all; 
that thev are never to be seen in the 
churches and do not profess belief in 
Christian doctrines ; that thew have writ¬ 
ten themselves down as Protestants sim¬ 
ple out of a desire to appear as opposed tn 
ratholia’sm: these facts make the situa¬ 
tion doublv serious. 



Dr. Thomas DeWitt Talniage 291 

takes hold of God and pledges Him to and its own appointed healers, even that 
our help. These sustaining forces back system which deals with sickness as a 
up and make effective the ministries of pure figment of the imagination has its 
the trained and skillful physician. Faith so-called healers. To adopt the methods 
and love and prayer never can be sub- of any of these systems is simply to go 
stitutes for physician or medicine. It back from the scientific to the crude, 
is part of the Divine ordination that fit- All the uncivilized and undeveloped 
ting means be employed to compass def- races have had their healers who, by 
inite results. Failure to employ these various prayers, incantations, enchant- 
means is violence to the established order ments, and what not, seek to heal the 
of nature. It being ordained that means sick. There is little, if any, advance over 
be employed it is obligatory to resort to all this in the modern methods that set 
the best appointed and the most ap- aside specific remedies. I prefer the sci- 
proved that can be had. From time to cntific and the exact and thank God for 
time systems and theories are advocated men trained in the schools and who have 
which discard medicines and discredit consecrated their lives to the exalted 
physicians. But each of these has its mission of ministering to human ail- 
own approved method of curing the sick ments. 

Dr. Thomas DeWitt Talmage 
Rev. Theodore L. Cuyler 

The death of Dr. Talmage removes New York, after whom he was named, 
the most unique figure in the Presby- His first conspicuous ministry was in the 
terian pulpit for the last forty years. Dutch Reformed Church of Syracuse; 
His fame had gone out into many lands; thence he went to a church of the same 
his sermons had more readers than those denomination in Philadelphia; and was 
of any other preacher with the exception called to the charge of the former “Cen- 
of Spurgeon, and latterly of Dr. Mac- tral Presbyterian Church” in Schermer- 
Laren of Manchester. His deep guttural horn street, Brooklyn, in 1869. It was 
voice had been heard by more auditors during his twenty-five years in this city 
than the voice of any other man in our that he won his world-wide celebrity, 
country. ' With my genial neighbor Dr. Talmage 

Dr. Talmage was my near neighbor I had always the most pleasant relations, 
for over twenty-five years, and I had and had a fair opportunity to observe his 
known him since he was a student in the peculiar methods; I cannot be mistaken in 
New York University in 1854. He came indicating what were the secrets of his 
of an excellent Dutch parentage, and prodigious popularity in the pulpit and 
was born near Bound Brook, N. J., on on the platform. In the first place, while 
the seventh of January, 1832. His godly he made no pretentions to scholarship, 
father brought up his sons—‘three of and was very innocent of Hebrew or 
whom became ministers—on the Heidel- Greek, he was an omnivorous reader, 
berg Catechism, and this anchored them with a strong memory, and he enriched 
for life. Whatever eccentricities or ex- his sermons with endless illustrations 
travagances of speech DeWitt Talmage drawn from history, science and current 
may have occasionally indulged in, he events. He was possessed of a most 
was to the last, most thoroughly, out- brilliant imagination, and a wide com- 
spokenly and immovably evangelical, mand of language—although sometimes 
He patterned after the orthodox theol- language got command of him. He ex- 
ogv of good old Dr. Thomas DeWitt of celled in word-painting; and there were 
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passages in some of his sermons that for 
picturesque beauty were worthy of Rus- 
kin. His boldness (which sometimes 
amounted to audacity) led him to assault 
all public questions, to undertake large 
building enterprises and to face all man¬ 
ner of audiences, and more than once, 
to “stand before kings.” His conscience 
and his common sense kept him right in 
his doctrinal opinions, and on nearly all 
matters of social reform, and domestic 
life. The last Temperance address that 
I heard him deliver was masterly. 

Although of a Dutch stock, he had a 
very mercurial and buoyant tempera¬ 
ment which led him into frequent ex¬ 
travagances of speech. His “geese were 
all swans”; and he certainlv dealt in su¬ 
perlatives. When his noble Tabernacle 
on Schermerhorn street was burned on a 
Sabbath morning, he went to the Ply¬ 
mouth church pulpit on the same eve¬ 
ning and began his discourse by ex¬ 
claiming, “Well—the Brooklyn Taber¬ 
nacle has gone up, like KHjah. in a 
chariot of fire.” His most frequent ex¬ 
ercise was in long walks after his morn¬ 
ing’s work, and he would look into my 
study and sav, “Come. Cuvier, let’s go 
out to the Park and swallow up thirty 
bushels of sunshine.” Tt was true that 
mv dear old friend drew in an immense 
amount of sunshine; for T never saw 
him in a gloomy mood, and his fascinat¬ 
ing smile in the pulpit was an important 
element of his popularity. 

Dr. Talmage took charge of the Cen- 
ral church in Schermerhorn street when 
its congregation was small: his mem¬ 
bership during the palmy davs of the sec¬ 
ond Tabernacle was swelled to four 
thousand; but within a few months after 
his resignation in 1804. the organiza¬ 
tion dissolved, and he left Brooklyn 
after a quarter of a century of a flaming 
ministn’- with one less Presbyterian 
Church in the city than when he came 
here! The secret of this failure was two¬ 
fold. In the first place he was no pas¬ 
tor. He derided pastoral labor, and 
called it “going around to take tea with 

old women.” The result was that while 
ho collected enormous mass-meetings be¬ 
fore his pulpit, he never built up a solid, 
well-compacted church. His second mis¬ 
take was in permitting the wretched 
financial mismanagement which kept his 
church under insupportable debt, and when 
his third Tabernacle—a gorgeous pile of 
combustibles on Clinton avenue—was 
consumed, the large insurance was swal¬ 
lowed up in paying off workmen and 
mortgage-holders who had waited too 
long for their money. 

That my eloquent neighbor was a sen¬ 
sational preacher no one knew better 
than himself. He never denied it; he 
defended it. and took sincere pride in 
it; for he always held that a minister of 
the gospel was bound to secure a hear¬ 
ing, and that dullness in the pulpit was 
the most unpardonable of sins. Before 
his pulpit, in this and other lands, he 
must have gathered between two and 
three millions of listeners, and into their 
ears he poured an immense amount of 
vital uplifting, soul-saving truth. He 
preached Christ and Him crucified faith¬ 
fully. His printed discourses gladdened 
mvriads of homes, and blessed myriads 
of hearts. His faults of rhetoric, and 
mistakes in church-management will 
soon be forgotten: but the souls he won 
to the Saviour will be his imnerishable 
crown that “fadeth not away.” 

The tidings of his death, in the prime 
of his power, have come to me as a sad 
shock. He was exactly ten years my 
junior, and was possessed of a superb 
physical strength. The race is not to 

*the swift, nor the battle to the strong, 
and the mysteries of longevity are past 
finding out. Although mv own physique 
is slender and by no means strong. T 
have outlived during the last fortv years 
mv Brooklyn brethren Storrs, Beecher, 
Bchenck, Durvea, Buddington. Spear. 
Vandyke. Robinson. Baker, Peck. Scud- 
der and Behrends; and now Dr. Tal- 
mage’s manly form is laid to rest in 
yonder Greenwood by the sea! 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 




