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THE CHRISTIAN TREASURY.

have everything secured to you, if that precious
son or daughter belongs to Jesus. He is able
to keep that which is committed to Him. So
far from being ¢ lost,” that husband or that
child—if they are Christ’'s—are actually saved.
Pray don’t allow yourself to use such a mis-
leading and God-dishonouring word as lost.
You have a new treasure in heaven. Them
which sleep in Jesus will God bring with Him.
Though there is nothing of visible flesh and
blood for you to kiss or caress any longer, yet
there is a living, rejoicing and glorified spirit
waiting for you beyond the veil. Blessed are
they who weep—if it be in faith, and not de-
manding sight.

6. Once more—* there is nothing.’ So may
those who gather around the dying bed of a
believer feel ; for they see no departing soul;
they behold no waiting angel of God to con-
vey it to its eternal home. They hear no
audible voice from that other world. Nobody
has come back with any information about

heaven, or even to declare that there is any
heaven. To the eye of sense there is nothing
—absolutely nothing—except a poor sufferer
breathing away his last breath.

‘ Nothing before—nothing behind,
The steps of Faith

Fall on the seeming void—and find
The Rock beneath.’

Behind the veil that hides the unseen things
lies heaven. We might well address that de-
parting spirit with these glorious words of
farewell—* Ye are now come unto Mount Zion,
and unto the city of the living God, and unto
an innumerable company of angels and to the
spirits of the just made perfect, and to Jesus
the Mediator of the new covenant? The
blind mortal eye sees nothing. Faith sees
all things laid up for those who die in Jesus
Blessed, thrice blessed, are they who take the
last step into eternity by faith, and not by
sight \—T'he Christian Intelligencer.

‘KAI ESMEN'—(AND WE ARE).

BY THE REV. GEO. F. PENTECOST.

the close of the first verse of 1
John iii.—*‘Behold what manner
of love the Father hath bestowed
upon us, that we should be called
the sons of God’—our revisers
have supplied the two Greek
words which stand at the head of this article,
and translated them, ‘and we are’ These
words appear, indeed, in the next verse ; but
their use in the first verse makes the state-
ment of the Apostle there much more em-
phatic, and, indeed, qualifies the statement
that we are ‘called the children of God,’ into
an intensity of meaning that must be very
precious to every believer, and goes a long
way toward giving us a fuller and richer
exegesis of th:dpassage.

0o be called the children of God is an
unspeakable grace: but that does not tell the
whole story of what is involved in our adop-
tion. There have been children not born into
a family who have been adopted and hence-
forth called the children of the parents who
have adopted them; and yet their standing
has been different even in outward things
from that of the children born into the family.
There are maxﬁ grades or degrees of adop-
tion_into earthly families, all of which are
gracious and carry privilege and favour with
them ; but the very highest degree that any
earthfy love or power can give must, in the
nature of the case, come short of what is

ted when God takes a sinner into His
amily. Moses ‘was called the son of Pharaoh’s
daughter,’ and doubtless every privilege and

honour that she could bestow upon him was
given; and yet Moses was not a real son. It
could not be said that Moses ‘ was called the
son of Pharaoh’s daughter, and he was’; for
that last statement would have carried with
it the thought that he not only sustained that
outward and formal relation of a son to her,
but that he was her son in very essence. Now
the Apostle undoubtedly intended to say that
the marvel of God’s love was seen, not in that
we are called His sons, but that we are, in
point of fact, His sons. And this is the glory
of the Christian’s adoption, that he is not a
son outwardly, but characteristically and by an
inward birth of the Spirit. Dean Alford, in
his critical commentary, says these words were
added ‘to serve the purpose of bringing out
the reality of the sfate conferred with the
title, in spite of any non~reco§uition of it by
the unbelieving world.” This “is of the highest
possible significance, because we bear not the
name only, but the essence,’ of sonship. In
his commentary on John i 12—‘to  them,
ve He power to become the sons of God '—

e says, and truly, that this expression
involves far more than mere privilege, even
‘ the whole generation and process of our life
in the Spirit.” That is, ‘ to them gave He the
birth of the Spirit from above,’ of which our
Lord told Nicodemus, insisting that every
man must have it before he could see or enter
into the Kingdom of God. This is the very
essence of Christianity in a believer, that he
has ceased to be a natural man and has
become a spirttual man. He is no longer s
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