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R itk CENTHAL PRESiSy T

Tracrmous, N. Y. April 4, 1861
Dear Sir—I send you the following ex-
bracts from letters jst received from differ-
ent parts of the coutry; as illustrating the
work in which the Coljorteurs of the Amer-
ican Tract Soclety are engaged.
h¢

GLEN oo, District Sec.
American Tract Society.

THE NBED OF COLPOKTAGE.

A colporteur of tho American Tract So-
clety, laboring.in_one of tho northern New
Lngland States, snys, “The field of my la-

Dors contains 56 towns, with 7.000 dwell-
ref

religious habits of the people, and by.con-
paring my observations with those of others,
Tthink I may safely sey that only abont
one-fourth of the inhiabitants of the county
ara habitual attendants upon public worship.
Oae-half of the remainder attend occasion-
ally; the others rarely, if atall. The first

well supplied with religions books.
inisters of diffrent. denominations,

Phe remaining portion
R
cept by the m\isiumlry o colporteur. With
this class Lhave made the most of my sales.’
Another, who has labored for several
yours in Central. Ulinois, lnyx that_colpor-
tage fs as necossary os it is_good, because
tho gospel ust be carried to those who
habitually neglect the means of grace; and
Aot i il
i or ear. tho fomns, and. onerhalf on
RS ER e g o Mt
G e et et i
terost, in the welfure of the soul; and belong
8 ey, i AR aTaty pliea ot
they hve 1o one (o caro o dhcan.”
nouprastioablo. way,
i e o e onmy fieid to P

Bard-morking mev, who havo no time. Tho
churches here think tha this is my

and that there are 10 means 80 well mpm 4

to it as ours.
One in Southern Missouri says, 1 called
ab  house where & namber of men a
men were gathered to thresh wheat.
after T entered, the wan of the house came
ering in, and inquired my business.
b brought him souie good books.
<And what do you thipke we want vith booke?
We can’t read? Just then the mother called
‘e son, but he replied with an onth, *There,’
anid the father, “what 4o you think we want

worth of books before I left.

Wb
with whom I passed the night told me that
these people were a rude class, who seliled | ¥
in the mountains years ago. They had dug

mineral and dmnk wluske),uml raised their
families in that way; and now their children
were raising it Tamiliesin thosaike B
They liave no schools and seldom go to
preaching.  How well is the system of col-| &
portage adapted to sich u people as that.”
ne in Noi(l Carolina says, 1 recently

received a letter from a minister with whom
Ttravélled a week through a destitute re-
gion.  We gave the peopls books, an
talked and prayed with thew. - We scarcely
eold_any thing, for the people were poor,
destitute, and wicked. We could searcely
get any thing to eat, Since then be has
established {hree or four churches, and as
‘many Sabbath-schools, and wrote to me
that he wanted twenty-five or thirty dollars’
worth of books for them. Ho says they haye
changed their manners in many respecte;
they attend preaching avd Sabbath-school,
and are becoming industrions and more in-
telligent. We hope there will be a thorough
xeformation thooghont that entire section
of coun

Snrely the need is great. Somebody must
g0 into the highways and hedges.

FOR TiIE CENTUAL PRESDYTERIAN.

Me. Biiforo=Tu b, Jt artele on the
subject of ““Our Do, ropose (o con-
fine myself to & fow n"g;:e.mum in relation
to the prosecution of offnces and the evi-
duncs to establish charges.
SIndl proceedings con=
necled with the inyestigation of charges, it
soem to e hat i practics at leasty the
uciatoey (o coil) become foo e ot
e s
Hiah 6o o Tiupartial asd free from biss,

the final trial.
poréon who-has acted. us grandjuror is not
allowed to it us  juror upon tho xml trinl,
and it seeins to me that somo a
might be made to attain the same N
‘end in our spiritual courts, where such an
arrangement is fully as much needed, espo-
cially in view of tie fact that our church
ot uaually ot it ol do

5.5 o mosias netead: of whit
fing down the absurdities contained in tho
it chapter of he Dook o Disciline, it
would be greatly better to espunge U

whole chapter then (o leavo it even as the | ma

e | cnces of the

arise at just and proper conclusions by the
o e e
the country, we aro so tied dows o
ol rules (especially the one e

nd yet remain & member.
cbre fon wank of the prost rendered e
cessary by our artificial rule.

Fou mits CENTRAL PRESPYTERIAN.

The Relation of Baptized Children to
he Church —No.

(coNTIxUED,
1. To show what is meant by delivering
0 the power of Satan, wo considered the
ekahbngalol Nt raT I et radon 15

0 | livering /7om the power of Satan, aid cited

theto pasages: “To open their eyes, and
o turn them from darkuess to light, and
_/wm et Sita Wit God,” (Ac's
Xxyiz 18) “Giving thanks to the Father
who hath made us meat to be partakers of|
the inheritance of the saints in light; who
hath delivered us fiam the porcer of dorkes,
and hath translated us into the Kingdow
His dear Son (Col 1+ 12, 18.). The in-
ference is obvious: if men are delivered
|from the power of Satav, when they are
translated from his kingdom into the king-
dom of Christ, so men are delivered (o tbe
Dot of Hatds, mhenithes atatrapslsied
from the kingdom of Christ, the church, into
the kingdom of Satan, the world. To 'th
our o saplies, tht n the second pas-
, “Satan is not even mentioned,” and
e e merely
denotes “ignorance, a state
LSRR
objection is 50 puerile, tht we were tempted
to be guilty of anotlier “sig omi
sion.” When Christ said “ifis is your hour,
and the power of durkiess,” doés avy ove
doubt that the allusion is to Satan, thongh
he be “not even mentioned 7 And would
any but a quibbler deny that,in the pas-
suizo above, the allusion is to “the ruler of
the durkness ST ot et o
s ignorance? That a King-
5 aro implied, as well us tho
ustranentalities! through vHICh T xeigna?
Bapecially, secing that “the power of durk-
ness” is in antithesis to “the Kingdom of
His dear Son " And that he has power to
blind the i o b subjectssnd il e
with darkness? “We are.said to be deliv-
sredfrom ke power f darkgeenags i
avenant, because wo. aro from
(o fonascl e doiimiodhe pmdsian
darkness, and labors more and more. to
darken and- to blind his subjects.
are born under his kingdom and power, so
that before our deliverance ho worketh in
us according to bis own will”  “The unre-
generate state,” says Endie, “is described as
tho inglom of darkacss: " o s aduinis
s b5t
6 popelution
arochildron of dicobedichos mud wralhitD
16 this, the natural, fnterpretation of so plain
a passage could not present itself to the

tator to whom be himself refers
on Acts xxvi: 18.):+Darkuess and light uxo
common fignres in the New Testamcat, not
for ignorance and kiiowledge, espe-
cially of spiritual things, but for the several
statés or characters, of which these are ne-
cessary incidents, a state of sin and one o
holiness. The two worlds thus distinguish-
edare then desribed by naming hir 7o-
spesit ioarigha Tom he pover (or do-
an) of Satan,” the great adversary, “to
Darfeuess, then, is & fignrative ex-

God?
esson, sigufring nok merely ignocance,

but a
s
ages, (as in Acts xavi 18;) this sovereign
is named. L other passages, us in Col.i:
5.) this s i3 necessarily implied.
Bugusine Zanchive Bloonfield,and others,

ual state, a spiritual world
tan, I som pae-

however, regard the term ? in this
second pusage, s per e A L o
ing 8

(et e
first of these passage writer, jnter=
preting the sccond pussage, refers to a C
wentator upon the firs passage, and when e
assage, ho ¢
regarts the tonchings of tho wuthority which
hecites! Dalivering fiom the power of
Satan,” he says, “means rogencration”
and therefore, *deliverivg (- th power o
Satan,” would have to mean “falling from
grace!” This is logio indeed! “Delivering
From the power of Satan’” involucs, but-does
not mcan regeneration. The former is a
consequent of the lutter.” A state of nature
s not_only a state of sin, but a state of
captisity. The Devilis the god of the world.
In the nnregénerate, bis ong natuce exists,
throogh which Satan acts and reigus, and
s domition is unbroken, complete, perfect,
invariable:  In-the Chrisian, tro natures
exist, opposite, couflicting natures, over
<hich opposing eoveregne reign. In him,
ne o lins been created, (in which
ro,.eunm.mn consists) which does not sup-
plast tho old, bu co-exts with it, yet pre-
dominates, throngh which the Spirit act
and reigos, maintaining @ e long opposi-
tion abitusly and ultimately successful, to
his m al, Satan, who, though de-
featad, sull'resste foraugh M ogent, tho
old, carnal, corrupt nature. To: whatever
extent the Christian may yield to the influ-
enco of Satan, he can never cease (o bz
Christian—however he may cease (0 appear
ol D R
ish The grasious principls within can
never become ext

spiritual death isanother.
ter may yield no fruit, nevertheless it is not
dend. A Christion may even be cast ouv
of Christs visble ingdom, sty into the
visible kingdom of Satan, and delivered into
his power—the gricious principle may be,
though not. dead, y#t dormant—the light of

God’s countennuce way be taken frou him:
the guiding, comfirting, sanetifying influ-

be supended—Satan,
iy, for a time, cortral him n

report of the General Assembly's Commit- THifeon, b mada g nstromens of punishe

teo leaves it. We are_presented, bofore

ment, with a view t recovery, may agitate

thie world, in the unenyiable attitude of pro- | him, harrass him, toment hii, unfil he has

fossing to furnish, in less than four pges;
@ treatise on the principles of evidence,
when four

it (G s Rl

;| been effectually taugit the wickedness, the
| folly, the misery of Jisobedience, and the

arge volumes aro. frcquently | carnal naturo has beessuffciently mortifed
and, moieover, | to allow of the
fnstead of leaying the mind of the judge ta | exer

resusitation, and vigorons
of the spiritullife, and consegent

restoration Lo the Church of God. Who,
does not at o true believer may bo
Shog acivered il i power of Satan,”
and yet thero be no “falling from grace,”
in the odious, Arminian senso of the phrase?
Ot SeHooL.
(0 1 conTINUED.)

Dr. Miller’s Duek‘smry -An Illustra-

The late Dr. Mille, of Princeton, as all
his students will i
anecdotes, which he relat is classes
o et Dyt (6 kst e prints
made in his lectares. Qoo of them ocours
to us, just now, as specially applicable to
the new converts which have recently como
into the churches within the bounds of our
cireulation: A eelebrated judgo in Vicginia
was, in his earlier years, skeptical as to the
fruth of th Tible and eapecilly 4y to the
ety of esperimental religion. e had

voriio seryant yli. dgcompinid Limin
i teaicl FOVB ¥ i Aoy ritas
from court-liouse to court-house, (hey fre-

quently conversed on the subject of reli-
gion, the servant, Harry, venturing at times

12 renoniisale widh lu: wmaster against his

infielity.  As ad confidence in
urryshnncdy ol oIy aeket W
a gréat many questions, as to how he felt
and what ho thonght on varions points.—
Awongst other things, Harry told_his mas-
tor that he was often very Sorely tomptod
and tried by the Devil. The judge asked
Harey to explain to him how it happened
that tho Dol attucked him, (Hlary) vho
0 pious & man so sorely, whilst ho al-
low&d himself, who was an infidel and  sin-
3o i TORGAL A antomptottic
sy, -n\m you right sure, master,
that o does 1ot you ass Sithout traibling,
you?” umxmmxum, replied the judge;
“I bave no dealings with bim at all.” 1 do
not even 5o much as know that there i
such being in existence as tho Dev
there is any such being, he never troubles
me. el said Harry, I know that
there is a Devil, and that o tries mo sorely
at times.” A day o two afterwards, when
the judge had gotien through his docket,
he concluded to go on @ hunt for wild ducks

any

on one of the streams which Iny across his
road homeward. [larey acconipanied hi.
s they ap) ed tho river they espied &

ppro
ock of dutcks quietly floating on s srface;

The jadge stealtiily crept up the bank and | 8¢

fired upon them, killing two or three and
wounding ns wany others. Ho at once
S o
efforts, with the aid of clubs and stones, to
AeEHLG bl bt duoks Rt e b
atied sk dotd anon to fost G or he

time, unnoticed by him. Harry, o8 he sat
on the seat of tho curmlge. watched his |
B an eepetaret d

aid to

when he returne
whilsh you was & splasbin’ in

| tracts, or

and twenty othento
ead

The Beginning at Jerusalem.

The Bauner of (s Covenant has u very
ey editorial under this head, from
ch we make somo S
we have not room for tho wh

In that hard, eold, pn»ecmwg cily, the
aposles began o vitacas fr Jeus. Undor
powerful influence of the Spirit of God,
mmvy thousands were speedily added o the
church there, which was, indeed, the only
church of Christ then in the world. Now
what, under such circumstances, should pru-
dent, far-seeing men haye done in order t
consolidato this new church at Jerusalem?
These converts had all been gathered in the
time of revival, when grea excitement pre-
mﬂed T].\ev were bat ill-informed of the
tianity. Indeed, there
e o meteRen 1 b Asien-

bly, preparo the Confession of Faith, a
range terms of communion, nor even a Di
vectary of Pablie Worship, noe to dofine
their position with regard to tho other sects,
of the Jews—the Pistiiseos, Sadducees, and
Easenes. Oune cun iardly sco how they
could constitute a session, or hold n sacra-

was, doubtless, much chaff amoug the wheat.
Thoy had been taught by dire experience
dnwage one traitor could do.  Might
not other Judases shipwrock the whole
case
They were_but poorly aupplied with the
ordinances. s were far from plenty.
o villge wich postosed  Poalm Dooks
t a copy of the prophets, was rich.
g,mc miass of the people depended for iu-
dtrction entirly on the Taoorics of
T anmply the T0.000 displesof
Jotceleislon nfth il thonse
atbids ot ol hecdbesgmonl hava
reqined 700 proacher, il theyhad oniy
120, of whom hullwera women. Of sel Dulgy
the necebsary machinery
of religions eum, they wero absolutely de-
stitute, ot tho amonnt of church ac-
Saitdabh Hhe i y such a mass of peo-
ple! The United Stoted avornat thought
0 be too well supplied with chrches, yet
1 havo one for vory seventy church mon-
1In the same ratio, 1,000 new church-
SR e
lem, at an average cost of $5.000 each, or
an aggregate of $,000,000, being an aver-
wteibution of 70 from ‘each com-
nl\lmcnnh, at o time when Jaborers’ wages
e 124 conts a day. Why, years mast
slnpsa Holoshleges a beginning of such a
work coul emm\e at Jcr\xultm‘ Then
thero were the strangers who had joined the
charch ; tho poor and tho widows all need-
ing somo relief, and many of them murmur.
mg loudly becanso they did not recoive their
roper portion; and parties rising in the
mluuz community of Greeks and Hebrews,
rts of people, of differ-
s and nn\lum\m\en. Would it

dem_wounded ducks, and lettin' di shilunguagos,

o b o e i Ty i wlu o, b rsfast Joolishfor .an- infant,

bt i o tizan, Anond it “mach sfcosion
o and a3 yet unceriain whether she coul

b ihihmida soan
dond, daks 4ol sines s goc o o
o do wounded o
A
50 ho makes all de fuss after me- and jist |
lets you float on doyn de stream. Ho knows
 can git you any time; but he knows it/
now o never wid me, 1 you were to be-
gin to flutter a little and show signs like
Jou sere  goin’ to git away from him, be
would make Jit a8 big 8 splashi’afer yon
as lio does after m
ITivplsteaGon aiéichittd el s
with great forco, and led him
gate the grounds of his s).eyucmn nml.
throngh Uarry's instrumentali i
Fhally boough Lon BBt g the Feokiok
Jesus and tolearn of him, The illustration
= Ko e el

roth i orespintonéss of fhoss whset
out in the Christian course.  Tliey must ex-
pect to bo assailed by Satan as they never
were before. 1f e fails of success in caus-
ing theie fall by the use of one form of
temptation, he will try another. 1o isa
ounning old fox. 1o has tried so long, and
had so much to do with men, that he is now
an adept in devising means to ruin them,
and make them as niiserablo and degrade
a3 himself. Youog Christians, therefore,
should not thinls it strange concerning the
fiery trials which are to try thew, as though
somo strango thing had huppened to them,
when they are assailed in new, and, to them,
hitherto unknown methods of assault. As
Iong as tho Devil feels that sinners are safe,
and that he is sure to get them at Jast, he
allows them to float on guietly upon an un-
rufled current; but the moment they at-
tempt to throw off bis yoke, aud to assert
their independence of hiim, they ust expect
o wrath to wax exceeding hot, and bis us-
saults to fall thick aud fast upon their beads.
They should not be ignoran of his devices.
He gocs about s a roaring lion, secking
whom Lo may devour.—Pres. Herald.

No Book Luk mue Bists—We find
upon every attempt to make ourselves ac-
quainted with the contents of the Bible, o
decper and decper impression that it is
wholly different from all other books. 1f
e peruse any portion of it, in comection
with any portion of any other bouk, we are
struck with something about it, though we
may not be exactly aware of what it is,
i plac et B
part of it can be incorporated with it, with-
out our being able, instantly, to perceive
the vast difference. The more we enlarge
the compass of this impression, and endea-
or to take in the whole spirit which per-
vades the Bible, the more fixed becomes
our convietion, that this is immeasurably
different from any thing else.

Dr. R J. lKl;clmmd«c,

A Livsyess Srare or Hsarr—TYousaid
in one of youe Jetters,that you liad then

lits deight fn prayer That is just my
rish abpreaents and L hava et oras)
o icad o el UORK IRl et

states of feeling, T shudder most at that,
when [ seem as if L had no need to seck
God in prayer. L had far rather long even
to agony, to geb a sense of God’s presence,
than'bo as I am now, so lifeless; my soul
scems completely dried up within we.
Were you ever in that state when yon can-
Dot pray ab all, beeause you do not know
what to ask for L like to feel wy need of
God, for then he is precious:

maintain her ground agaiost the infdelity
st il Tosyiam of the
Pharisecs, to dissipate her energies by u
s beiioned) W nosios
| wiseat and, eventually, by far the most use-
ful courso bo, toconsolidate the Churel of
Jesaslamy appont Latery sl Tues, and
John to the most prominent pulpits, snd
other apostles to the other city churches,
and send out oceasionally a few of the young:
wen to hold meetings and exhort in Betha-
ny, Bwomaus, and the other villages about,
Jerusalem; in due time building up churches
there; and then go ou to other places, unil
the whole nation was converted? ver
argament of duty o thefs avanaton of
churoh’s safety, and of the final benelt of
ek gt emane) i e chueeh
Jeroalem, dicct i principal energies to
home missions, and give up the idea of evau-|
geliing haeatboullden bs soncatats
Aceordingly, wo find that something like
this was th plan actually pursued for sove-
val years. Lo church sab still at Jerusa-
Jew: But God will be heard. If his voice
from heaven i Pentecosal rovivl s not
attended to; he will speak in other ton
Herod's sword will make the i lmpresnw\ llm
it were well to listen to Jesus’

persecn!

Stephen dissipated the notion of ease and |4
quiet, and national consersion.

o foreign wissiouarics were blessed in
doing the work which the howe mission could
not accomplishs Nations wero converted | !
rom the heathen, Jerusalem was trodden
down of the Gentiles. Liberty was slain in
her last, stronglold. Tho hopo of a na-
tional religion ceased. And then the  gos-
pel of o world's salvation spruug over th
ruined wall of Jerusalem, declaring God's
love toall the pations of the earth.

Tho church s no capital or metropolis
on carth whontd, dtreas of influence wmay.
xadiato for tho conyersion of the world. 1
ever any place might indulge such a fancy,

Jorusalem was tho saored spot. But to
provent the localization and corruption of
religion inevitably consequent on such au
idea, God levelled bis own templo in the
dun. and. plowed s’ fonndations with the
lo
& e vl or o Gituiof Chnistion
heaven, and_every spot on earth is alike
near to the thron of God. The ouly title
by which any church holds a right to preach.
the gospel at home is an active proclama-
tion of it abroad. Tho only church which
Christ ever established on earth is a forcign
missionary socicty, whose motto 3s, *Go yo
into all the world and preach the gospel to
every ereature.”

Heavesty Jox ox —Christian!
o youlove to meet; S ng il
s prsteil i) aps ubece  prnyonis
0 be made,” to any seeno of earthly
lemsv What joy half as sweef this side
of heaven, a3 s fo bo fonnd in such Chria-
tian fellm»sl\qn With the same hnpes and
fears, joys and sorrows in the di ife,
how comforting to pour ont onr s
together before he snme mercy-teat. As
our voices ascend in the songs of Zion, hew
thrilling the thought which often comes to
s of dear sainted oues now eogged in
heavenly anthems of p t such nio-

ments, how earthly i rcuade, how near
wonder, as

5 yeb 0 come,

if we sometimes earnestly ‘desire to depart”

Bonur’s “Stranger Hers?

and guide, wo ask for renewed sirength

o) ron

—bub then, looking to' Jesus, our pattern  ex

..m1 faith in th performance of au
re to do, or to willing to remain and

|, a8 o sha nppmm.

& LirTie ONE.

The Appointment.

0o i should be moved by bis afli-
tiows ; for youseelvea know that we are ap-
ot thebaota CAlibongh. aflicton
cometh not forth of e dust, neither doth
trouble spring out of the ground; yet man
is born to trouble, as"the sparks fly up-
ward, Troublo is the natoral consequence

10 | of sin, and all trouble springs from this bit-

ter root. Bat God mukes our trouble our
medicine, and uses it for onr present and:
everlnsting welfare.  Our troubles aro rot
the inflictions of sn mgey God, but the
chustisements of & loging Pather. * He fore-
what we should be, and what would be
m'cussnry o us, and consequently appoint-
ed the numher llul\na and length of our
troubles. e sometimes sends trials direct~
Iideofoipheie o it and
find it comparatively easy to submit o his
will; but at other times he allows us to in:
volve ourselves in trouble ; then we can not.
traco iy bnad and thereforo yield to tomp-
ation, depression, and griof. But overy
el e e
Father's wisdom, and pat into his hand by
his Father’s provilence; he should there-
fore take it, endeavor to aequiesce in it, and
say with Jesns, “The cup that my hieavenly
o giveth me, shall I not drink it ?
Every uouble comes from God’s appoint-
ut, 1o do us good, and will

Tob il oue zeal welfrs. Every
el A balld Love,” i we ool b

R mm
my son, that 1 may s thoa
then, deaw nowe unto God, and show befors
him our trouble. Liet us entreat him to
sanctify it to-us, that it may wean us from
carth, consecrato us to Jesus, and make us
meet for heaven. All is love that comes
from the God of love.—Stong Tower.

The Methodist Ministers.

Aneclotes and Incidents taken from Dr.

Sprague's book on the America Methodist

ulpits
GEORGE DOUGHARTY.

I refer to an incident that was once rela-
ted to me by the Rev. Dr. Fliun, of Charles-
ton, 8. C.,—himselt one t elo-
quent men in the Presbytorian Church.
Ho stated that, in the early part of his
wministry, he was carrying forward, in a
country church, a very interesting pmcmec-

was nearly exhausted by continuous labor,

hud no-one o awist B, and knov not
which way to tars s stage of affairs,
Bl AT pnmmg lhmngh T

A
tender him his ser
His mauner se

med so courteous, and his
spirit so gentle, it R

prepossessed in wor; but, when he
Tohla o ui 1 it vkwataly bl
person, and moan apparel, and anpromising
visago. he had many scraples about suffer-
it g bim to preach; especially as his paoplo
were at best a littlo fastidions, and a weak
or ill-timed harangue, just then, might se-
S e i
things in his congregation. But ho felt that
‘mimsterial comity demanded that he should
ccopt tho profiered aid; and he did so;
secretly, however, regretting the necessity
that scomed to be laid upon him. When
tho hour came, the Doctor conducted him
iiito the pulpit; and then took a seat in a
distant partof the church, fearing and rather
| expecting that hia Methodist brother would
mako a grievous failare. Mr. Dougharty,
commenced the service by reading o hymn,
in & siyle of greatimpressiveness. Then fol-
jowed a prayer rich in cvangelical thought,
and alfogeiher pertinent (0 tho ocension.
1t tho sermon was yet to comes and, m
withstanding the L
ices, ho was not relieved altogether from
Lis anxicty concerning tho residue; eape-
| cinlly as tho text that was announced re-
quired the skill of a master-workman. The
Doctor said ho actually turned his eyes
dowaward to the floor, that hio might' not
S e
The preacher, however,
Hbhon tos foarleasly iuto his great aub-
jects “and, in fifteen minutes,” said the
Drelor, [ tonad mgsalt Nokooly suraighc
encd info an crect posture, but absolutely.
néhained by a burst of eloguence, a mel-
low blaze of rich thought, as rare as it was
overwhelmings and to this day my recollec-
tion of that discourso places George Dongh-
arty in the very front rank of Amerioan
preachers. Ho filled wy ideal of an able
minister of tho New Testament.
Rev. Dr, Pieree.

*Rev. Dr. Scott in the March number of
the Pacific Bxpositor says:
“The first article in the January number
the Princeton Review, from the pen of
Tor. Dr. dlodges has cm\acd us great grief.
No man living ha ater rogard for
Pringeton and for De. Hodge, than v have
cherished for now nearly thirty years. Wo
do not now propose to enter into a detail of
oue views on the snbject of this article,
whichis ttho State of the Countryy! but
we cannot reconcilo it to our sense of duty
t0 let it pass without recording onr dissent
com it.  The tendency of the article is to
vend asunder both the Churehand the Stato,
and, as far as its fofluenco goes, to excite
civil war. The author did not so intend, but
this is the bearing of the article. Its spirit
isbilter, and theargumentsall from a North-
ern point, and in our poor jadgment, for the
most. part, incorrect. We protest against
such viewa being reccived as the sentiments
of the Old School Presbyterian Church. Oar.
gricfis nnaponkably great at bebolding nar~
o-sided views from any soction
of our country, for all such representations
increass our troubles, and if not corrected,
willproduce adivision in our beloved Church,
as vell as foment the palitical agitations of
the times.

isa strange probl T is some-
Fhat remaksble e 1hs Yo vert which
presces existence, & e, s defective in
{most, i€ not all languoiges.

s we |

Fray for Your Pastor.

Ministers are but mens subject to fnfrm-
isies; liableto error; in. dangor of faltering
in hof it couro by reaon of fom=
tations. Therefore, pray for your pastor.

Pray to-day. Pray that the sp\.n of the.
Lord way descend upon him as he sits in
b study, propaing Wk pordon of ot
wmm \m is to deliver to his people on the

i Sabbathe Perbaps as ho ponders
on lhe: nucred words, somo weakress of body,
or despondency of spitity causes him to grow
weary, and faint in his work.
lovk in npon him, you might see
‘the wheels d Pray for him.
Spirit can bestow on him such a baptism
that bis soul shall bo all aglow iy
and courage, and love, and that glow shall
xeach even the tired frame, and lend vigor
to the nerveless arm; and the result shall
bo an carnest and living appeal that shall
reach to save some itimortal spi

Peay for your pastor on your own account,
a5 well as fisPerhaps you have fallen into
o 5roE B robonton 6 dh teuth
it comes weekly from bis Jips, sud_ there-
fore are not reaping in your soul, the ful
benefis of bis instractions, Pray daily that
the word which he shall deliver on the com-
ing Sabbath may be made eflectual to yous
as the dow to (ho herbs as water to the
parched ground; as the firo and the hammer,
it need be, to flint, your heart being stony:
or as the mirror wherein you can see your
deficiencies and mark yoir growth.

Pray for your pastor on account of your
children. Oaly second to your own salvation,
do yon hold theirs. You are constantly
watéhing, and hoping, and waiting, for some
evidences of thoughtfulness and sceking the
Lord in them. \onmxtr\lchﬂlem,;u\\smn,
to seb them a holy example; and
them often with an aching heart. You can-
nok rest until they are numbered amon the
redeemed. Feeling this, every Sabbath is
0 you s precious day—s of hope. The
preaching of that day may be God's ap-
poiuted means of answer fo your prayers.
Some message from Him miy reach and
awaken your child sent by his minidtering.

servant. Pray that it may be so. Pray con- | ¢

stantly for your pastor, that ho may bo &

fuithfal guide to your children.
haps—sach things have been—yon

‘may, for various reasous, bave come to set

aps a spirit of fault-finding, and unkind
criticism, way have gradually, and almost
insensibly taken tho place of praise, and
satisfaction, and cordial lovo, If this bo so,
by all means betake yourself to prayer for
e you domot wholly approve. Earu-
est, pmmnug ‘prayer will exorcise tho o
spitit. Praying on bended knees, (in huwi
s B e b
AR s deficient guide and
teacher, you will soon lenrn to look on /is
hortcomiogs more loniontly than bofore,
“Holy Spisit i yous honrs of
cammumon heavon, you will learn that
can mako tho feeblést instramentality
et your spiritual good, if you ara
only yourselfin o proper stato to Teceive
that good, and you wil shortly blame only
yourseif if you are not, fed and nourished in
thosanctuary; aud love aud kindness towards
hi seho i spending his lifo in ministering
foment gale st will soon ek ol iy
efforts sacred in your eyes aud beyond and
G0 iy G
God give you grace to pray for your pas-
tor, and the due reward for such prayer.
Pray for your pastor, Not filfally snd st
long intervals; not as a matter of dutys not
SRR b Prag daily. Esteemit o
great, privilege that you can thus aid one
who bias arduous labors to perform and
crushing responsibilities to bear, and so
& co-worker with him. Pray with all your
heart. Tt shall not be in vain.
longregationalist.

Long Pastoratos.

Time will not allow me to discuss the ques-
tion at any length betweon permanence and
Totution in the sacred calling
crave your indulgence whils 1, very briefly,
point out some of tho advantages of the
latter. It takes .y profession |
Shdllie ke tdoe et
inflaence and success. Den cannot in any,
profession or responsiblo branch of busi:
ness, brealk up often and remoye from ono

 to another, withont tae danger of
losing moro than they can gain. 1t takes,
time to mature and carry out plans on
which ultimate e esscntially depends.
1t takes time, too,
widest personal i e
nently the case in our profession. A young
preacher cumot go and folly establish hin-
self in any important parish in Lo or three
years, or even in twico as many. He may
bo afirst rato preachers ho may bo all the,
while gaining in the affeotions and confidence
of his own people, and extending bis influ-
ence into the surrounding parishes; buthe
cannot, except in rare cases, break up and
chango his location, without a great sneri-
fceof capital an which tho pone f the
pulptso mugh depends. Ho: may g0 nd
settlo somewhero else; (no, not selfie,) but
L s
prospects of usefulness; but he caunot
carry his personal and winisterial influence
along with him. In theso respects he has
got to commene, not whero ho left off, bu
whero he begun. Ile has gob tb form new
acquaintances and gradunly ity calime.
tion inllence a3 belore, insead of

oing on unto perfection,” and by. the
o he i fairly up to tho point which he
Jad reached when ho last atrack his tent,
the rotary system sweeps round and takes
bim of, without th troxble of rostng bim
orth once more to find &

his
terial pilgrimage. how cpu e
grow up to fall S viaie o o profession,
under such a system?  Why, it is_very
wach like planting an ook, aud pulling it
up 80 often that it can take root mowhere,
however rich the soil. Like the oak, the
miniatry wan(s & great many sumwers, and
o stand n great many wuum in o place,
triko its roots and spread i

B e b
tions. Thero are somo wayfuring brethren
in our profession, who, in tpite of all their

disadvantages, riso tohigh eminence an

do a great deal of good ; but thia does not.

pray for [ gy 8

5 but X must | ¥

friends and the | the!

waterially affect the general rule, What
over way bo onid in favor of removals,
£ fop and fr hotwdosi? Y. prbso e
rancy, if persisted in;

ong o Beprociatgenis sshiirsicis
bring Iehncss o tho, chuishes—Lc
U, Hunplirey, D.

“The wum i nigh Thee.”

Tt tuay somelimes happen that persons
may bo seeking at a great distance for oy
object which was really very néat them.—
n'such a caso there s great danger they
way not obtain it, not. because they do o
seekit at all, but becauso they donat seek i
in tho right place. This is especially tie
case in regard to the salvation of the sonl.
Many there are who imagino that by n
extended round of dutics, by an obedionca
covering a long period of time and a gre

Vasily’ o didon they maloblait il
o7 blesting, Thegelook far g |
forgot that the word is nigh thew, and
thatall whieh is cssential both for the j
tification and the sanctifivation of the soul
i to come at onco and direct fo the Lord
Joeus Clirist. ITe who “is not far from

any us,” s tho only, as well as the
allsuflicient and ~all-compassionate Re-
decmer.

Tho word is nigh in regard fo Gon's
providences. Many think thnt ab another
time and in diferent circunsgances it wil b

more practicable 1o secard salyation than it
now is. What a mistake! How fatal the
error in: multitudes of cases.  Now s the

accented time, now is tho duy of salyation.
If the heart be hardened, if the cinseience
bo atilled, i tho Spirit of grace bo resisted
now when tho word s uigh us how can we
expect o bo o

The wor

I
usin Gow's ordinances.
Gronsccessbia o Tl
means of them that the Spirit converts anil
conctiis hooul, I s ot necessmy Lo
for another gospel, for batter preach-
T fon wione Q3o st ko e

o avail ourselves o ence, *
7 i yE I heat ot "—-Bmm(
Coveiin

A Tribute to the Memory of a Belovi
ed Wife,

Tn the Brick Church Memorial,?
Rev. Dr. Spring, conclades his touchind
description of his beloved wife—his com=
panion for Jjty-jour years in the followiog |/
gratefal strain :

& bless God for n Helper 5o’ meet and

f&.‘;ﬁ
is i uhud de that h het
rest. I bless mm, ik Lhmngh
loved us both,

and wears Lhe c.own,
surrection of Lhe Jjust,

1 shall seo s
cognize that dear form g ‘watche \
s Toot brenit it ol Smtm )

ulato her that the former things are pas
away. Ob, bleak winter

airest flower!
has but embosomed thee in his snow-solt
arms, to bloom afresh in the Paradise
above. Never did I appreciate the Chris-
tian doctrino of the resnrceotion watil 1 do-
osited beneath yonder tower the mortal
remains of the woman I so much loved—
Believe me, there ave joys in the assured
avipation, tha all v el graves
hall hear bis voice and come forth," which
m. but motusrs kiow. T marval not
that the New Testament
that e asp of wacint mn ionpilitaaies
tho note, ¢ Awake . yo that dyell
i dnse! o thy dow isas o dsw of Horbs,
and the earth shall cast out her dead.”

“There is n touching ineident in the di-
sino record, iu regard to tho fatherof the
faithfol,?

s emboldened me on the
present oceasion, to. tlirow myself on your
F efgsato. LTk o TootRillovng wardes

| And Sarah died in Kirjath-arbas the same

is Hebron in tho land of Canaan; and
Abeahan cauwe to mourn for Saral, and to
weep for her.” I may be alloved, wy be-
loved people; to solicit an faterest in your
rs for @ sauctied improvement of

prayes
ike affiction to my own soul, to my dear
children, and to this congregation. 1 asic
hem for myself, that my grief may

on m. nor despondency, ot
defiance, nor despaic; bub tranquil submis-
om, aid himble selfabascrient
God's chusiing band. I think of coning
solitude and sorrows, and feel that I need
her to encourage and comfort me. I think

tokens of your favor, and say, what aro
dhey all without Jr? 1 connot Jok to
carth, clouds darken on my pathway n

Everlsting thasks o tho God sad Hather
of the Lord Jesns Christ, it is but a short
winter's day between the period when tho
eye s closed in the grave and when it wakes
a tho recurrection:
Behold, ho cometh in the clouds, aud

every eye shall see him ¥

Henry Martyn, the scholar and missiou-
ary, has_ becomo canonized in Protestar
communions for his singalar union of genius
learning, piety, and zeal. 1t is perhaps, no
generally kuown that these solid excellence
were accompanied with other lighter trait
which contributed to render. his characte
still more attractive. The late Mrs. Sher
wood, the well-known author, mentions sou.
of bhnxu Among toem was. a fins ear fo.
music, and_a rich, melodious voice, both o
which wero carcfully caltivated in the sib:

of Godls praises, often for hours con

tinuously; habitual cheerfluess, nh\ch one
woull hvdly suppose from 's dinry
would be. the case; and “a per Feetion. o
manners, which, from bis extreme attentior
to all minute civilities, might. scem aluos
inconsistent with the general bent of his
thoughts tho most serious. subjecto-”
Tliis lnst point is worthy of espeeinl notice
3 om those cross-grained disciples whoseens
to think bearishness and godliness converti=
ble t

o moro we help others fo henr ]
burdens the lighter our o will bi.

of sutrounding morcies, and the increasing
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\ takes place with the deepest sorrow on beth
\\ “sides. Mr. Hodge has, to a degree rarely
" ‘itnessed, endeared himself to that whole

¥
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THE DEATR OF TWO GOOD MEN,

—

Jos. P. ExaLEs died suddenly in Phila-
delphia, on Sabbath night the 14th inst., in
the G7th year of his age. The loss of such
aman to our church is very great, and es-
pecially so at this important juncture. Mr.
Engles was for twenty-five years a member
of the Board of Publication, and for nine-
teen years its Publishing Agent, and the
millions of publications issued daring his
term of service are a lasting monument to
his industry, learning, accuracy, and piety.

Wat. S. MarTieN, Senior prepristor of |
the Presbyterian, died in Philadelphia, on
the 16th inst., in the 63d year of his age.
e was a most active elder in the Seventh
Presbyterian church, an efficient member of
the Board of Domestic Missions and Publi-
cation, and an eminently good Christian
man. They are taken away “from the evil
to come.”

Tre CoMMuNICATION OF REV. DR. DAB-
NEY, should be carefully read, and pon-
dered. We publish it to the exclusion of
editorial matter in preparation when it was
received, and . which, on some points, was
intended to present the same views. We
leave the letter of Dr. D , its style, its
fire, and power of thought, to speak for
itself.

PRESBYTERY OF E, HANOVER.

The meeting of this Presbytery was held:
in Fredericksburg last week, and was as
well attended as could be expected at such
a time. The business was all conducted
pleasantly and profitably. = On the Sabbath
the pulpits of all the Protestant churches
were filled, both morning and evening, by
members of the Presbytery.

Rev. Wm. A. Campbell, an'd E. G. Boothe,
were elected Commissioners to the General
Assembly. Mr. Fisher, of Norfolk, was
licensed to preach the gospel. The reports
on the state of religion did not much vary
from those of some years past, except that
the labors among the colored people were
attended, in a number of cases, with greatly
increased interest.

The pastoral relation which has so hap-
pily continued between Rev. A. A. Hodge
and the church of Fredericksburg, for about
six years, was dissolved. This separation

Bgregation, and we might truthfully say,
‘Ne whole community. In leaving them
followed by their blessings, and their
etaining the respect, confidence and
{ ) of all his Presbytery, and of all in

| wherever he is known. It would
“dat blessing to our churches!here to
“/&an hundred men of like sentiments,
(t, and abilities.

-
' OUR NORTHERN EXCHANGES.

While most of these come to us “full of
wars and rumors of wars,” charging upon
the South “wanton and treasonable assaults
uppn the Federal Government,” we are
glad to give two extracts of a conservative,
Christian Spirit, one from the Boston Cor-
respondent of the Journal of Commerce:

“There is one bright view to be taken in
reference to our country, vizi—Christians
in the North and in the South are praying
for it, as never before. e may say, there
is scarcely a secret prayer offered up in
which there is not a remembrance of our
country.. We know that this is the fact in
reference to family, social, and public
prayers. And has not God promised to hear
the united prayer of his children? ¢Shall
not God avenge his own elect, who cry day
and night unto Him, though he bear long
with them?’ Whatever the result of the
present issue, may we not almost be sure,
that we shall be guarded and guided by
Him, who was the leader of our fathers in
the times that tried their souls.

There is another comforting thought.
Good men are not only praying for their
courtry, but our wisest men are thinking
what is best to be done. The intellect of
the nation is aroused;-and if the men for the
emergency have not yet appeared, may they
not be called from their retirement by the
people, as were Washington aud others, when
present helps fail us? s

Our greatest and wisest men have taken
but little or no partin public affairs for some
time past. Isnotthe time at hand when the
people will demand their services to recon-
struct what demagogues have thrown down?
Jt.is well known, too, that a large num-
ber of the most reliable business wen, and

of the best men of the country, have, for a
number of years, taken no part in poiitics,
and have not so much as voted at any elec-
tion, through disgust with the politics of the
country, or else through tvo exclusive a
devotion to their own private aflairs. DMay
we not expect, that these men have learnea
that ‘the price of liberty is eternal vigi-
lance,” and that their much needed influ-
ence will be exerted to save their country
from being destroyed by. the selfish, and
the dissolute?”

Then the Christian Mirror of Portland,
Maine, in an article on the Duty of Chris-
tiaus in the present crisis:

We are in the midst of revolution as a

_naton. It is yet possible that civil war
may be averted, evenif revolution goes on
to ultimate division and destructionj—but
1t may be extravagant to indulge such a
bope.. Our people never knew a calamity
¥ike this. Most of them never anticipateo

such fnime. Even the mention of it, or fore
warnings against it, have been treated with,

‘evity. Butthe event has come; it is acknow-

1sdged. and felt by all. And now that it has
come 1x_lde:ed, how shall men carry them-
telves in il; how toward each other, ano

" toward their country? - What ought they tc
o in this fearful crisis? What should: be

their attitude before God? In“patience they
+hould possess their souls.” Recrimination
is useless; the casting of reflections is use.
less, it is exasperating. Passion and furiou;
excitement help only to aggrava‘e the evil.

There needs firmness and calmness and pa

tience now. 1t seems to us that no party

can wash its hands in innocence wholly of
these evils that bave come upon ux. It is
the time for thought, for review, for.calm
reflection, going back to first principles, and
laying again in_repentance and tears the
original foundations, from which as a nation
we are utterly broken away.

If God is to be propitiated on our behalf
as a nation, it will be when we do as Israel
did, and return unto him and make confes-
sion of our sins, and bring forth fruits meet
for repentance individually. Nineveh was
saved by timely repentance and humiliation
before God; Israel was restored from time
to time and brought back from long captivity
by similar repentance and doing of first
works. Therefore, instead of relaxing our
Christian efforts and zeal in times of calam-
ity and revolution, we ought to give our-
selves to them with a new heart and new
consecration. For if God shall have mercy
upon us at all, it will be on this account. It
will be for the same reascn that he had
mercy on Nineveh, and on Israel in the
days of Esther and Nehemiah, and Daniel.

The Editor acknowledges the receipt of

she following sums, viz:

For Foreign Missions,
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For do., from Sussex church, ik
¥or do., from Rev. J. H. Davis, 9

For do., from A. L., 5

For Domestic Missions,

From Sussex church, 30

For Education, from do., 20

Yor do., from Rev. J. H. Davis, 9

For Publication, from do., b

00
00
00
00

00

00
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For do., from Sussex church, 10 00
For Church Extension,

From Rev. J. H. D., 6 00
For Va. Bible Society,

From J. M. S., : 5 00
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AprIL 20rH., 1861.
Rev. S. J. PrRiME, D. D.

Rev. and Dear Brother,—I took oceca-
sion, as you will remember, in lifting up my
fecble voice to my fellow-Christians on be-
half of what was once our country, to point
out the infamy which would attach to the
Christianity of America, if, after all its
boasts of numbers, power, influence, and
spirituality, it were found impotent to save
the land from fratricidal war. You have
informed your readers more than once,
that you feared it was now too late to
reason., Then, I wish through you, to lay
this final testimony before the Christians of
the North, on behalf of myself, and my
brethren in Virginia, that the guilt lies not
at our door. This mountainous aggregate
of enormous crime, of a tuined constitu-
tion, of cities sacked, of reeking battle
fields, of scattered chuarches, of widowed
wives and orphaned children, of souls
planged into hell ; we roll it from us, taking
the Judge to witness, before whom you and
we will stand, that the blood is not upon
our 'heads. Whea ‘the danger first rose
threatening in the horizon, our cry was :
¢ Christians to the rescue.” ~ And nobly did
the Christians of Virginia rally to the call.
Did you not see their influence in the pa-
triotic efforts of this old Commonwealth, to
stand in the breach between the angry ele-
ments? Yes; it was the Christians of Virgi-
nia, combined with her other citizens, who

caused her to endurd wrongs, ungil endu-
rance ceased to be a virtae ; to hold out the

olive branch, even after it had been spurn-
ed again and again; to study modes of
compromise and conciliation, until the very
verge of dishonor was touched ; to refuse
to despair of tho republic, after almost all
else had surrendered all hope, and to de-
cline all acts of self-defence even, which
might precipitate collision, until the cloud
ad risen over her very head, and its light-
nings were about to burst. So long-suffer-
ing, so reluctant to behold the ruin of that
Union to which she contributed so much,
has Virginia been, that many of her own
sons were disgusted by her delays, and
driven to fury and despair by the lowering
storm, and the taunts of her enemies. And
those enemies (woe to them for their folly.)
mistook this generous long-suffering, this
magnanimous: struggle for peace, as evi-
dence of cowardice! They said the ** Old
mother of States and Statesmen” was de-
crepid ; that her genius was turned to do-
tage, that her breasts were dry of that milk
which suckled her Henrys aud her Wash-
ingtons. They thought her little more than
a cowering beldame, whom a timely threat
would reduce to utter submissiveness. And
thus they dared to stretch over her head
the minatory rod of correction! But no
sooner was the perilous experiment applied,
than a result was revealed, as unexpected
and startling, as that caused by the touch of
Ithuriel’s spear. - This patient, peaceful,
seemingly hesitating paralytic flamed up at
the insolent touch, like a pyramid of fire,
and Virginia stands forth in her immortal
youth, the ** unterrified commonwealth” of
other days, a Minerva radiaut with the ter-
rible glances of policy and war, wielding
that sword which has ever flashed before
the eyes of aggressors, the * sic semper
tyrannis.”  Yes; the point of farthest en-
durance has been passed at length. All
her demands for constitutional redress have
been refused, her magnanimous, her too
generous concessions of right have been
wet by the insolent demand for uncondi-
tional surrender of honor and dignity ; her
forbearance has been abused to collect ar-
maments, and equip fortresses on her bor-
cer, and on her own soil for her intimida-
tion; the infamous alternative has been
forced upon hev, ether to brave the op-
pressor’s rod, or to aid him in the destruc
vion of her sisters and her chilldren, because
they are contending, nobly, if too rashly.-
for rights common to them and her; and to
crown all, the constitulion of the Uuited

effort to muster new forces, and wage war
without authority of law, and to coerce
sovereign States into adhesion, in the utter
absence cf all powers or intentions of the
federal compact to that effect. Ilence,
there is now but one mind and one heart in
Virginia ; and from the Ohio to the Atlan-
tic, from the sturdy mountaineers, and her
chivalrous lowlanders alike, there is flang
back with high disdain the gauutlat of
deathless sresistance. In. one week the
whole State has been converted into a
camp.

Now once more, before the Titanic strife
begins, we ask the conservative freemen of
the North ; for what good end is this strife ¢
We do not reason with malignant fanatics,
with the mob whose coarse and brutal na
ture is phrensied with sectional hatred.—
But we ask, where is the great conserva-
tive party, which polled as many votes
azainst Abrabam Lincoln as the whole
South? Where are the gnod men who, a
few weeks ago even, held out the olive

“its bitter issue?

0071

States has been rent in fragments, by the|

branch t> us, and assured us that, if we

would hold our hands, the nggrossi\:f‘. party
should be brought to reason?  Where is
that Albany Convention, which pledged it-
self against war?  If it is too late to reason,
even with you: we will at least lay down
our last testimony against you before our
countrymen, the Church, and the righteous
heavens. :

Qonsider then, that this appeal to arms,
in such a cause, is as dangerous to jyour.
rights as to ours. “Let it be carried out,
and whatever may have befallen us, 1t will
leave you with a consolidated federal
government, with state gove.relg.nty _ex-
tinguished, with the constitution in ruins,
and with your rights and safety a prey to a
frightful combination of radicalism and mili-
tary despotism. For what thought{ul man
does nol perceive that the premises of the
anti-slavery fanatic are just those of the
agrarian? The cause of peace t.h‘en was
as much your cause as ours. Andif waris
thrust upon us, you should be found on our
side, contending for the supremucy of law,
aud constitutional safeguards, with a cour-
age worthy of the heroes of Saratoga. and
Trenton.

Ilow horrible is this war to be, of a whole
North against a whole South!: Not to
dwell on all its incidents of shame and mis-
ery; let us ask, who are to fight it out to
Not the tongue-valiant
brawlers, who have inflamed the feud by
their prating lies about the ** barbarism of
slavery ;" these pitiful miscreants are al-
ready hiding their cowardly persons from
the storm ; and its brunt must be borne by
the honest, the misguided, the patriotic men
of the North, who 1n a moment of madness
have been thrust into this false position.

How ‘iniquitous is its real object; the
conquest and subjugation of free and equal
States! We have vainly boasted of the
right of freemen to choose their own form
of government. This right, the North now
declares, the Sonth shall not enjoy. The
very tyrauts of the old world are surrender-
ing the unrighteous claim to thrust institu-
tions on an unwilling people. Kven grasp-
ing England, which once endeavored to ruin
the colonies she could not retain, stands
ready to concede to her dependencics a sepa-
rate existence, when they determine it is
best for their welfare: ‘but the North un-
dertakes to compel its equals to abide under
a government which they judge ruinous to
their rights! Thus, this free, Christian,
republican North, urges on the war, while
even despotic Europe cries shame oun the
fratricidal strife, and tarns with sickening
disgust and loathing, from the bloody spec-
tacle!

And what can this war effect; except mis-
chief? Will it restore the supremacy of
federal laws over the seceded'States? Can
you conquer the United South? Can you
conquer the seven Confederate States?—
And when Virginia has joined her sisters,
North Carolina, South Carolina, and Geor-
gia, and they have rallied to their sides
their stalwart daughters of the West, is
there one abolitionist insane envugh in the
fury of his sectional hate to believe that he
can conguer them all? Then what can this
war effect, save to shed rivers of treasure
and of more precious blovd, ‘to plant the
seeds of national hatred which are to bear
fraits in other wars, for centuries; and to
rend this Union forever, beyond the hope
of re-construction ? Why then, do you go
to war with us? .

Let it not be replied, that it is South

Carolina which has lirst_gone to war with
you, and that Vir§inia '%as made herself

particeps criminis, by refasing to permit her
righteous chastisement. Thisis what clam-
oring demagogues say ; but before an en-
lightened posterity, as belore impartial
spectators, it is false. And here let us dis-
tinctly understand the ground the conserva-
tive North means to occupy, as to the inde-
pendence of the States in their reserved
rights. If you do indeed construe the fed-
eral compact 8o, that a ruthless majority
may perpetrate unconstitutional wrong, may
trample on the sacred authority of the Sa-
preme Court, and may pervert all the pow-
ers of the federal ‘government, instituted
for the equal good of all, to the depression
of a class of rights as much recogmized by
the constitution as any other, and the mi-
nority have no remedy except snbmission :
1 you mean that sovereigu States, the cre-
ators by their free act, of these federal au-
thorities, are to be the helpless slaves, in
the last resort, of their own servant: If
You mean that one party is to keep or
break the compact as his arrogance, inte-
rest, or caprice, may dictate, and the other
is to be held bound by it at the point of
the sword : If you mean that a sovereign
State is not to be the judge of its own
wrong and its own red.ess, when all consti-
tutional appeals have failed: Then we say
that it is. high time we understood each
other. Then was (his much landed federal
compact a monstrous fraud ; a horrid trap ;
and we do well to free ourselves and our
children from it, at the expense of all the
horrors of anotherrevolutionary war. And
such have been the aggressions on the
South. The conservative party in the North
declared, with us, that the platform of the
Black Republican party was unconstitution-
al.  On this, their opposition to it was
based. They proclaimed itin their speeches;
they wrote 1t on their banners, they fired it
from their cannon, they voted it at the polls,
that the Chicago plaiform was unconstitu-
tional. And now that this platform has
been fixed on the ruins of the constitution,
and its elected exponent has declared from
the steps of the Capitol, that the last baw-
rier, the Supreme Court, is tc be prostrated
to the will of a majority ; now that the con-
servative party of the North has demonstra-
ted itself, (as it does this day, by its suc-
cumbing to this fiendish war-phrensy,) im-
potent to protect us, themselves, or the
constitution, [the constitution overthrown
according to their own avowals;] are we to
be held offenders, because we  attempted
peacefully to exercise the last remaining
remedy, and to pluck our liberties and the
principles of this constitution from the van-
dal hands which were rending them all, by
a quiet secession? Nay verily! Of all men
in the world, the conservative men of the
North cannot condemn that act; for they
have declared the counstitution broken: and
they have proved themselvcs incompetent to
restore it. And least of all shonld Virginia
be condemned for this act; because she
magnanimously forebore it, till forbearance
was almost her ruin; and until repeated
aggressions had left no alternative. Yet
more, Virginia cannot be condemmned; be-
cause in the ordinance of 1787 in which she
first accepted this constitution, she capres'y
reserved to herself, the right to sever its
bonds, whenever she judged they were used
injuriously to her covenanted rights. It
was on this condition she was received into
the family of States; and her reception on
this condition was a concession of it by her
partuers. Krom that condition she has never
for one hour seceded. (Witness this spirit
of the Resolutions of 1798, 1799) And

now, shall she be called a covenant-breaker,

| because she judges that the time has come
to exercise her right expressly reserved?
Nay verily.

1f then, we have the right of peaceably
severing our connexion with the former con-
federation, and the attempt has been made
by force to obstruct that right ; they who at-
tempted the obstruction, are the first aggres-
sors. The firstact of war was committed by
the government of Washington against South
Carolina, when furtresses intended lawfully,
only for her protection, were armed for her
subjugation. That act of war was repeated,
when armed preparations were twice made,

It was repeated, when she was formally no-
tified that these means of her oppression
would be strengthened **peaceably if they
could be, forcibly if they must.” And then
at last, after a magnanimous forbearance,
little expected of her ardent nature, she
proceeded to what was an act of strict self~
drfence, the reduction of Fort Sumter.

But, it is replied: the seceding States
‘Ihnve committed the ivtolerable wrongs of
seizing federal ships, posts, property and
money, by violence! And whose fault is
|this? Had the right of self-protection out-
| side the federal constitution been peacefully
{allowed us, after our rights had been tram-
'pled in the mire within it, not one dollar’s
. worth would have been seized. ~ All would
|yet be accounted for, to the last shoe-
latchet, if the North would hold its hand.
The South has not seceded, because it wish-
ed to commit a robbery. As for the Forts
within their borders, the only legitimate
use the United States-¢euld have for them,
was to protect those States. When we re-
linquish all claims on that protection, what
desire enn the Federal Government have to
retain them, save as ins‘ruments of oppres-
sion? But you say they were forcibly
siezed! And why? exeept that the South
was well assured (have not events proved
the fear well grounded?) that a purpose ex-
isted to employ them for her ruin. My
neighbor and ¢qual presumes {o obstruct
me in the prosecution of my rights, and
brandishes a dirk before my face. When I
wrench it from his hand, to save my own
life, shall he then accuse me of unlawfully
stealing his dirk? Yet, such is the insult-
ing nonsense which has been everywhere
vented, to make the South an offender for
acts of self-defence, which the malignant in-
tentions disclosed by the government of
Washington have justified more and more
every day. !

But it is exclaimed : ¢*The South has fired
upon the flag of the Uniou!” Did this flag
of the Union wave in the couse of right,
when it was unfurled as the signal of op-
pressivn? « Spain fired upon the flag of
Hravce, when Napoleon laid his inignitous
grasp upon her soil and crown. ‘Did this
justify therighteousand God fearing French-
wan, in seeking to destroy Spain? Let the
aggressor amend his wrong, before he de-
mands a penalty of the innocent party who
has only exercised the right of selt-defence.

It is urged again: if the Union is not
maintained, the interests of the North in
the navigation of the Gulf, and the Missis-
sippi, in the comities of international inter-
course, in the moneys expended in the
Southern States, for fortifications, may be
jeopardized. 1 reply, it will be time enough
to begin to fight, when those interests are
infringed: May I murder my neighbor, be-
cause | suspect that he mgy defraud me in
the division of 2 common property, which is

abont to bp made, and Wecaase 1 {ind him
rHow more in my po

avenge for such iniquity as this?

But it is said, in fine: **1f the right of se-
cession is allowed ; then eur Government is
only a rope of sand.” I reply, demonstra-
tively, that the Government of which Vir-
ginia has been a member, has always had
this condition in it, as to her: for her right
to go out of it whenever she judged herself
injured by it, was expressly reserved, and
conceded frow the first, Her reception on
those terms was ‘a concession of it.  1f you
say that the people of the North ‘are not
aware of this: then the only reply we deign
is, that it is no one’s fault but yours, that
you have allowed yourself to be misled by
rulers ignorant of the fundamental points
in the history of the Government. Now,
.my argument (and it is invineible) is this:
that the connexion of Virginia with the Fede-
ral Government, although containing - al-
ways this right of secession for an infringe-
went of the compact, has been any thing
else, for eighty years, than a rope of sand.
It has bound her in a firm loyalty to that
government. It has been a bond which
nothing but the most ruthless and murder-
ous despotism could relax; a bond which
retained its strength, even ‘when it was
binding the State to her incipient dishonor
and destraction. Surely it is a strange and
disgraceful fact, that men whoreall them-
selves freemen, and Christians,should assume
the position, that no force is a real force,
except that which is cemented by an inex-
orable physical power! Do they mean, that
with them, honor, covenants; oaths, enlight-
ened self-interest, affections, are only a rope
of sand? Shame on the utterance of such
an argument! Do they confess themselves
80 ignorant that they do-not know that'the
physical power of even the most iron despo
tisms reposes on moral forces?  Even a
Presbyte.ian divine has been found to de-
clare, that if our federal egfupact has in it
any admission of 4 righif §%secession, it is
but a simulacrum of a government. Where-
ag, all history teaches us, thau if the basis
of moral forces be withdrawn from beneath,
the most rigid despotism becomes but a
simulacrum, and dissolves at the touch of
resistance. How much more, then, must
all republican government be founded on
mworal forces, on the consent, the common
interests, and the affections of the governed.
While these remain, the government is
strong, and effizient for good ; when they are
gone, it is wmpotent for goud, and exists
only for evil. Aslong as the purposes and
compacts of the federal institutions were
tolerably observed by the North, that go-
vernment knit us together, with wmoral
bands, indeed ; yet they were stronger than
hooks of steel. The North has severed them
by aggression: and they cannot be cewent-
ed by blood. X

Why then shall war be urged on? No
man is blind enough to believe that it can
re-constrags the Federal Uaion on eqnitable
terms. 1t is waged for revenge, for the
gratification of sectional hate, to solace
mortified pride, to satiate the Just of con-
quest. IFrom these fiendish passions let
every good man withdraw h's countenance.
[tis a war which the Coustitution confers
10 power to wage, even were the secession
of the South for insufiicient canse. ~ The de-
nates of the fathers who framed it show that
this power was expressly withhald; even the
Federalist, Ilamilton, conenrring strennons-
ly.  This war hus no justification in right-
eousness, in any reasonable hope of good
results, ia constitutional law. It is the pure
impulse of bad passions. Will the good
wen of the North concar in it ?

I desire, through you, my dear Brother,

to reinforce these means of her oppression. |

“Shall not God |

to lay down this last protest on that altar,
where the peace of‘the land is so soon to be
sacrificed. I claim to be heard. If the
reign of terror exercised by .the mobs of
your cities has indeed made it dangerous
for you to lay before your fellow-Christians
the deprecatory ery of one who, like me,
has labored only for peace; then tell those

mobs that not youn, but I, am-responsible |

for whatever in these lines is obnoxious te
their malignant minds; and bid them seek
their revenge of me, (not of you.) at that
frontier where we shall meet them, the
northernmost verge of the sacred soil of
Virginia. = And if you find that the voice of
! justice and reason is no longer permitted to
be Lieard in the North, that the friends of
the constitution cannot lift their hands there
with safety, in its defence; then we invite
you, and all true men, to come to this sunny
land, and help us here to gonstruct and de-
fend another temple, where constitutional

For you, we have open arms and warm

hearts ; for our enemies, resistance to the

death, Yours in the bonds of the Gospel,
R. L. DABNEY.

—
For THE CENTRAL PKESI}YTEIUAN.

The Dumb Preacher.

“As a jewel of gold in a swine's snout, 80 is a fair
womsan whichis without diseretion.”’-Pros. of Solomon.

This is rather an “unsavory simile,’’ and
it may be a little offunsive to a delicate
taste. Still it is as just as it is strongs for
beauty in an indiscreet woman is indeed
very like a jewel in a hog’s nose.

For firstly, it is a fine thing out of place.
To put a jewel on a lady’s bosom seems to
accord with poetic justice. To pub it on
her finger, too, is graceful as a symbol of
affection. Bat to pub it in. the nose of a
hog, an unclean animal and odious to the
Jew, was in the estimation of Solomon, the
climax of all absurdity. Even so, beanty
in an indiscreet woman is altogether outre
and out of place.

But secondly, it is very sure to be soiled.
You know the ugly habit the hog has of
rooting about in all sorts of filth. The
jewel'in his vose would not keep him from
following his tasten this way; but, by giv-
ing him an uneasy sensation about that
part, would perhaps only make hiw follow
it the more. So beauty in an indiscreet
woman is soon disgraced by folly, to which
in fact, it naturally tempts and provokes its
possessor, and thus loses all its lustre in
our eyes,

Thirdly. It answers no good purpose.
Beauty may make virtue more lovely and
impressive. So Milton says:

“Abashed the devil stood

And folv how awfd goodness is

Virtue in her shaps how lovely.
Set off by ¢a meek and quiet spirit,” it
might shine brighter than the fines; dia-
mond in the crown of Solomon himself. In-
deed, beauty makes virtue appear more vir-
tuous. But soiled by indiscretion, it no
longer excites its proper emotion. It at-
tracts only to repel, and the pleasure is
overpaid by disgust.

My fair reader, if thou ari fair, reflect,
and if thou wouldst preserve the charm of
thy beauty, do not sport it about the streets
and at public places. The beauty of an
angel could not stand the display. Be mo-
dest and discreet; for modesty and discre-
tion are the only proper setting for the
jewel of beauty.

Like a jowel of gold in the snoutipf a awing, %
The beauty of wowan a momsut may shine,

But if the fair womnn shalt prove indiscreet,
The jewel will shortly be soil’d in the street.
Like a jewel on woman’s own beautiful breast,

Is beauty by mode-ty brighbtened and blest.

Not the gem of the mine nor the pearl of the sea,
Is 80 pure or so precious as she is to me.

THE BIBLE,

“Tae “Tpsissima VERBA” OF SCRIPTURE
Tlere is power in “the words which the Holy
Ghost teacheth.” They most fitly embody
the truth—most effectually impress it.

This holds good, if we seek to awaken
the sinner. An English gentleman,inclined
to Unitarian views, complained of the dis-
use into which the awful terms of Seripture
had fallen among ministers of that persna-
sion. He urged that “*fury,” “vengeance,”’
¢‘the lake of fire and brimstone,” were words
employed by the only wise God himself, and
were adapted to strike the careless and
arrest the thonghtless.

It holds good, too, if we seek to comfort
the penitent. A minister who passed through
the Revival in Ireland, afterwards wrote,
with respect to those who were brought un-
der conviction in his sphere of labor, **\VWhen
in agony of mind, I have invariably found
that whatever might be said to them, noth-
ing brought relief but the pure word of God
quoted - verbatim.”’ ;

It holds good, alse, if we seek to estab-
lish the believer. Why else was it that Ro-
maine, for the last thirty or forty years.of
his life, stndied nothing but the Bible?
Every earnest Christian has felt the power
of the Seriptaral style—of the “very words"
—which the lindoo convert expressed, when
he said: ¢l read the Bible; L cannot help
it; there I alvays find something that catches
me in a way which I cannot explain.” And
Luther puts the thought strongly, in his
declaration: *“He that has but one word of
God before him, and out of that word can-
notmakeasermoun;can never be a preacher!”

Happy, then, is he who reads the word
of God every day, contracting familiarity
with its very words.

And happy he who lays up the very words
of Scripture in the stovehouse of memory,
and can reeall them with accuracy when
needed for his own spiritual profiting or for
the edification of others.— Re¢l. Herald.

Tae Bmue ror Every THiNg.—Dr.
Hall, in his Journal of llealth for May,
speaking of the importance of inbabiting
houses in their structure and situation favor-
able to health, refers, as foliows, to the Bi-
ble: “Thereis more sound practical hygiene
on this subject of healthy houses in the four-
teenth chapter of Leviticus, from verse
thirty-four, than in all the skulls of all the
health commissioners and common councils
of all tho cities of Christendom. Pity it is
that we don’t read our Bible more, that
great book, -which contains the leading
principles of what is indisputably good, and
useful, and true, in all that really pertains
to human happiness; and pity it is that the
Sunday newspaper, and the trashy weekly,
and the enticiug story-book, for childhood
and hgary age, on subjects pertaining to
the world, and party preaching, aud infidel
peripatetic lectures, with their new fangled
cradities for human amelioration. and their
theories for elevating the masses; pity it is,
we say, that all these things so attract at-
tention. = The Bible, the best book of all.
the wisest in all its theories, and in all its
practices safe, has become a sealed book tc
the many, and any other volume on the cen
tre or the side-table is opened sooner tha
it. Oh! hie me to the *-old paths” and to
times of lang syne, when the Saturday after-
aoon Bible class was the thing talked of

L]

liberty may abide secure and untarnished.!

and prepared for during the week; its leader,

a William Wallace, and then a John Mclar-
land, a pupil of the elder Mason. Aud these
same youthful Bible. learners, the men of
their generation, where are they now? What
are they doing? Why, they are scattered
through this whole land, East and West,
and in other Jands, leading men everywhere,
as secretaries, as professors, as presidents
of colleges, as influential editors, clergymen
of mark, ann higher still, as missionaries to
the distant heathen, and the privy counsel-
lors of kings. Let us tell you, reader, a
Bible man—a man whose principles .are
founded on Bible teachings—is a man every-
where, whether a shoe-black or an emperor;
more, the only man who can be safely trusted
in all God’s universe.”

A writer comp]dins that Christians, as a |

general thing, read the Bible so scantily,
instancing a church officer who for years
together limited himself to a chapter a day.
e is right. This is small measure for one
who wants to thrive in the divine life. Paul
says, *Let the word of Christ dwell in you'
richly,” and surely this means something
more than a mere fragmentary portion. He
who would be a lively, growing Christian,
must accustom himself to read and enjoy
large portions of tae Scripture, for this pnr-
pose redeeming time from business, recrea-
tion, and sleep. Ou the Lord’s day espe-
cially should he give holy’time without stint
to the Iloly Bible. The appetite grows by
what it feeds upon, The more a pions soul
reads intelligently, the more it wants to
read, and the deeper it sees into what it
reads.— Chris. Intelligencer.

SOMETHING INFIDELITY CANNOT GIVE.—
A distinguished British statesman, while an
ambassador at one of the gay continental
capitals, was in company where the Chris-
tian religion was made a subject of ridicule.
A lady who was present asked him how it
was that the English people were so far be-
hind the age as still to profess belief in the
Bible. Ile replied, “The English people
madam, will be very ready to give up the
Bible as soon as something better is offered
them in retorn.” Thelady was silent, know-
ing that infidelity could give nothing in re-
turn for the religious belief and hopes it
songht to destroy.

In the Missionary Herald for March, Dr.
West, of the Sivas station, states the attend-
ance sometinres 6f Tarks with a Bible class
which he instructs, and that he found the
Moodir or Turkish governor of a small town
in that region, in the very heart of Asia
Minor, possessing a Bible. The Turks al-
ways treat the B.ble with reverence, and
honor it as the Word of God. As they be-
come acquainted with it, their religious ideas
will be revolutionized, and it will do its
worlk of transformation upon them as upon
others. G

VirciNta Bisre Socizry.—We give an
extract from the report presented at the
late annual meeting: 1

“The aggregate of the work done in this
State during the past year is as follows:
The Missionary has visited more than four-
teen thousand families. The destitution
which has beendiscovered, though no great-
er than in most parts of this Christian
country, is truly appalling. In every eighth
family there was not a copy of the Scrip-
tures in the house. This deficiency has been
supplird during the past year, in fifteen or
twenty counties, and copies of the Word of
God. nearly seven tl\)ousa.ud in all, bave/been
sold or given, wherever there was any pro-
Lability that they would be read. What
frait will be developed from the seed thus
sown, eternity alone will discover. But we
are sure that it will bring forth glorious
results.” )

MINISTERIAL AND RELIGIOUS.

Rev. Dr. C. H. Read, (N. S.) of Rich-
mond, Va., has declined the csll to the
North Presbyterian church, Buffalo, N. Y.

Rev. Dr. Geo. Junkin_ has resigned the
Presidency of Washington College, Va.

Rev. Alsace Nash, of the Pres. of Grand
River, Rev. W. N. Cleaveland, of the Pres.
of Drooklyn, and Rev. Jas. Sinclair of the
Pres. of Long Island, (N. 8 ) were received
into the Pres. of Long Island, (O. S ) at its
recent sessions. -

" Rev. Charles W. Baird has received and
accepted a call to the Presbyterian church
in Rye, Westchester county, N. Y.

Rev. J. . Frazee has resigned the charge
of Pisgah, and Goed Hope churches, Miss.

The Pres. of Harmony dissolved the pas-
toral relation between Rev. G. C. Gregg,
and Salem (Black River) church, S. C.

The Pres. of East Hanover dissolved the
pastoral relation between Rev. A. A. Hodge
and I'redericksburg chuarch, Va.

DELEGATES TO TIIE GENERAT ASSEMBLY.
Pres. of Long Island—Rev. K. T. Drake,
with elder, Jos. H. Shepard.

Pres. of Carhisle—Revs J. A. Murray,
Rev. Jos. Clark, with elders, W. Kerr, and
J. A. Linn.

Pres. of Newcastle—Rev. James Latta,
Rev. 8. A. Gayley, with elders, Dr. W. B.
Roland, and W. . Lane.

Pres. of Donegal-—Rev. Walter Powell,
Rev. John Farguhissewith elders, J. S. Mil-
ler, and Dr. Josiah Martin.

Pres. of Huniingdon—Rev. D. D. Clark,
Rev. Jas. Williamson, with elders, F. Mec-
Coy, and John Rinkead.

Pres. of ITowa—Rev. R. McGuigon, with
elder, Jas. A. Russell.

Pres. of East Hanover—Rev. Wm. A.
Campbell, with elder, K. G. Boothe.

Pres. of Cincinnati—Rev. Dr.J. G. Mon-
fort, with elder, G. W. Krost.

Pres. of White Water—Rev. Wm. Pelan,
with elder, Wm. liouston.

Pres. of Maumee—Rev. J. M. Layman.
No elder mentioned.

Pres. of Coshocton—Rev. Wm. E. Hunt,
with elder, Judge Wm. Sample.

Pres. of Redstone—Rev. Henry V. Biggs,
with elder, Nat. Ewing.

Pres. of Allegheny—Rev. J. R. Coulter,
with elder, James Banks,

Pres. of Chicago—Rev. Dr. W. Lord,
Rev. S. Swan, with elders, W. B. Seates,
and C. A. Spring.

The Pres. of Charleston, in view of the
existing difficulties in the country, declined
appointing commissioners.

VIRGINIA AND N, CAROLINA.
By the Governor of Virginia.
A PROCLAXATION.

By virtue of authorify vested in the Ex-
ecutive, by the Convenion, I John Letcher,
Governor of the Comuonwealth of Virginia,
do order that eacl volunteer ccmpany,
equipped and armed whether of Infantry,
Artitiery or Rifleme), in the counties lying
West of the city of Rehmond, between Rich-
mond and the Bluellidge and in the Valley
of Virginia, from thecounty of Rockbridge

fhe ] nes of speedy communica_tion, a ren-
dezvous, and hold themselves in rea_dmess
for immediate orders. Telegraph or send by
express to the Execative, the name of Cap-
tains, number of men and description of
force. -It is also ordered that officers of all
grades, on the line of the Potomac river,

render obedience tothe orders of Gen. Philip.

St. George Cocke, who has been assigned
to the command of that seetion of the mili-
tary operations of the State bounded by
said river.

Given under my hand as Gov-

VoA N
{ L.y S, %ernor and uuder the Seal of the

o~
21 April, 1861, and in the 85th year of the
Commonwealth.

[Signed]
By the Governor. A
GEORGE W. MUNFORD,
Sec’ry of the Commonwealth.

On Thursday the 18th, the Ordinance of
Secession which bad passed the Convention
a day or two previous, was made public,
and military operations were pushed forward
with vigor all over the State. We givein
another place the Governor’s Proclamation.

Oa the 19th, the Virginia troops took
possession of the Armory at Harper's Ferry
after the United States foree bad retreated.
They found there several thousand Minunie
Muskets, uninjured, as. well as the mactine
shop and the machinery, which will be of
great service to the State.

The Armory buildings and two carpenter
shops at the Ferry were destroyed by fire,
but all else is.saved.

NorroLk, April 20.—4, P. M.—The Pow-
der Magazine was seized last night by or-
der of Gen. Taliaferro. Thirty-two hundred
barrels of gunpowder, a large quantity of
Joaded shell, and an immense number of
Shrapnel shot and percussion caps, were
secured.

NorroLg, April 21, 1861.—The navy
yard was fired at one o’clock this morning,
and the two ship houses, sail and rigging
lofts, and the maiine barracks destroyed,
together with the ships “I'ennsylvania,’”
“Colnmbia,” “Raritan,” “Germantown,”

i JouN LETCHER.

The cannon were spiked, and the small
arms destroyed. :

J. T. Forrest has been appointed Com-
modore of the naval forees of Virginia by
Governor Letcher. He now has charge of
the navy-yard, and is having a heavy bat-
tery erected with sand bags at Hospital
Point, which is in our possession.

Four large Columbiads have beem un-
spiked and hauled down to the hespital.

The most valuable portions of the Yard
and machine shops, timber houses, ete.,
are all safe.

Ouly the ship houses, marine barracks and
officers’ quarters were destroyed.

The attempt to destroy. the Dry Dock
proved an utter failure. -

Fifteen hundred pieces of the very best
artillery have been secared.

The Convention is still in secret session.
One Resolution has been made public re-
commending, to the citizens of the several
counties of this Commonwealth to promptly
form and discipline eompanies of volunteers
of their able bodied men; and to the connty
conrts to levy or raise, by issning bonds, a
sufficient amount of money to equip and arm
such volunteers when raised.

Governor Letcher has appointed Major
Walter Gwynn to the office of Major Gen-
eral of the volunteer forces of Virginia.

GoverNOR'S CounciL—The Convention
| has authorized the Governor to organize an
'advisory Council, and he has appointed
! Judge J. J. Allen, ¢f the Supreme Court of
Appeals, Col. ¥. H, Smith, of the Virginia
Mulitary Institute, and Commander Matthew
F. Maury, late of the Washington Cbserva-
tory, members of the Council.

Hon. Alex. II. Stephens, bhas arrived in
Richmond as a special Commissioner from
the Cabinet ¢f the Confederate States.

Col. R. E. Lee, late of the U. S. A., has
also arrived, and will take an impertant post
in our Military Staff.

RecoGNITION 0F VIRGINIA'S INDEPEND-
BNxCcE.—Hon. Mr. Moore, Her British Ma-
jesty’s Cousnl at this port, in preparing the
usual clearance papers for a British brig
from Halifax, N. S., erased the priuted
words, “United States of America,” and
wrote *Commonwealth of Virginia.”?

The Council of the City of Richwond have
adopted the following ordinance:

“That there shall be issued in the name
of the city of Richmond three hundred thou-
sand dollars in notes of one dollar, fifty
cents and twenty-five eents, for the redemp-
tion of which the Council pledges the faith
of the city: and which shall be receivable
for taxes, water, light, or any debt due or
payable to the ¢ity of Richmond.”

The papersin Va., and N. C., are advising:
the farmers to plant less cotton and tobacco
than heretofore, and more corn. Corn and
bacon will be needed for troops, aud will
command a high price. Let every body plane
corn. i

The Wilmington and Newbern, N. C.,
papers state, that the [ree colored popula-
tion of our towns are ready and willing to
do anything that they may be called upon
to do in the present emergercy. This is
the proper spirit. Let them act up to it, and
they will be fully protected and provided
for. A number went down to the forts this
morning. More will go to-morrow.

Rev. ¥. J. Boggs, for several years past
Chaplain to the Seamen’s Bethel in this city,
has received the appointment of Chaplain
to the First Regiment of Virginia Volun-
teers.

Yorts Macon, Johnson, and Caswell are
now in possession of the Volunteer troops
of N. C.

Gov. Ellis has called the Legislature of
N. €., to meet the 1st May.

GENERAL NEWS,

ThePresident of the United States has
issued another Proclamation, in whieh, after
several whereases, he says:

] have further deemed it advisable to
set on foot a blockade of the ports within
the States aforesaid, in pursuance of the
laws of the United States axd of the law of
nations in such case provided. For this
purpose, a competent force will be posted
0 as to prevent entrance and exit of ves-
sels from the ports aforesaid. If, there-
fore, with a view to violate such blockade,
a vessel shall approach, or shall attewpt to
«eave any of the said ports, she will be duly
warned by the commander of one of the
rlockading vessels, who will endorse on her
cegister tue fact and date of such warning;
wid if the same vessel shall again attempt
o enter or leave the blockaded port, she
il be captured and sent to the nearest
onvenient port, for such proceedings against
ier and her cargo, as prizes, as may be

to the Tennessee lin¢, establish forshwith ou LJeemed advisable.

Commonweal'h, at Richmond,

“Merrimae,” “Dolphin,”” and “New York."”
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