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penitential. 

How shall this soul of mine 
Before Thy holy shrine, 

O, thou Immaculate, Divine, appear. 
Where angels vail their faces in despair? 

With what oblations sweet 

Before thy mercy-seat 
Can I thy presence meet, or dare draw near? 

All clothed in guilt and shame— 
Lost both in fact and name— 

How cau I hope to find acceptance there! 

My God! I come to thee, 
In sad sincerity. 

With deep contrition and abasement bare: 
Grant. Father, unto me, 

Thy loving Spirit free, 
So shall 1 turn and tlee 

From every fleshly lust and sinful snare. 

Ouce more thy tempie-gate 
My soul shall seek, and wait 

To find ouce more a blest acceptance there! 

Thy wavs, not mine, O God! 
Thy will, not mine! Thy rod 

In mercy spare, nor let thine anger burn. 
Starved with the husks of sin, 
Thy peace once mocfeto win, 
Thy love to enter in. 

My soul in anguish for its home doth yearn 
With weeping, straiuing eyes, 
Now stripped of every guise, 
Fain woutd my soul arise 

Repentant—and to thee, O Lord, 
Thy Prodigal rlti rx ! 

For tub Cbtsral Pkbsbytsria.y. 

Our First Love. 

There is something very different in the 
first few months of a Christian’s life from 

anything that he ever experiences after- 
wards. The love of God and man is more 

tender, and the new life seems to be 
sweeter than it ever is again; though I 
am sure that I would not be willing to go 
back and make a fresh beginning. More 
battles are fought then than at any other 

time, and they are much fiercer too.— 

But the real comfort of going to the cross 

of Christ and the pleasing surprise as it 
were at finding so much efficacy there, 
kindles up within us a joy that is unspeak- 
able. One of the great elements of this 

joy is the consciousness that so much dan- 

ger is surrounding us. That evil being 
who fights hardest when he is most in fear 

wf losing a victim may have presented to 

ua doubt and want of faith in every con- 

ceivable form; and our passions may 
have risen in wicked rebellion; and, above 
all—for this is perhaps the principal bat- 
tlefield in the present stage of Christiani- 

ty,—the world may have drawn us off by 
many of its tender chords; yet, “ we have 
found a refuge in Christ, and neither pi in- 

cipalities nor powers, nor things present, 
■or things to come are able to separate 
ns from the lore of God.” It is a new 

thing to us. to realize that we need not 

be troubled about our own weakness and 

unworthiness, but rather rejoice at the 

great sufficiency and the robe of righte- 
ousness that is given us from God, Jesus 

Christ. I have found, and I imagine it 
is more or less the case with every Chris- 

tian, that my feelings of joy and glad- 
ness have become less vivid than at first. 

Why is this the ease? Is it because I 

trust in God less? I hope not; fori 

believe a Christian indeed must make 

some advance throughout his whole Chris- 
tian life. It is because I have become 

more familiar with the triumphs that 

Christ is so continually working out for 

me. Satan forsooth begins to grow 
weary in despair, and does not make 

such struggles as he did in the beginning. 
It does seem to me, however, that while 

I have grown more steadfast in the faith, 
I have come far short of making a pro- 
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familiarity with God’s forgiveness and 
llis redeeming love, together with the 

evil influences which always bear upon 
me in this life, blunts my gratitude and 

love to Him; and thus I am sometimes 
careless about working for God, and con- 

formingentirely to His will. How prone 
we are in the hour of temptation to im- 

pose on His goodness, by consoling our- 

selves that He will freely pardon. Oh ! 

how it grieves the Holy Spirit when this 

is the case. How urgent God is that we 

should “work while it is yet day.”— 
How ungreatful is it in us, poor weak 

creatures, that we do not deliver ourselves 
and all that we possess as free-will offer- 

ings for His “inestimablegift.” When 

in our greatest exertions we find that we 

have not iriven God the gljry, why should 

we not lift up our eyes and thank Him 

that our acceptance does not lie within 

jig? Happy is the life of that Christian 
who never forgets the mercy-seat, and 
who is constantly asking “what must I 

do to please God best : 

“Be watchful and strengthen the 

things that remain, that are ready to die* 

for 1 have not found thy works perfect 
before God.” [llev. iii: 2.] “ He that 

overcometh, the same shall be clothed in 

white raiment; and I will not blot out 

his name out of the Book of Life, but I 

will confess his name before my Father 
and before His angels. “ He that over- 

come^ shall inherit all things; and I 

will be his God, and he shall be my son. 

[Rev. xxi: 7.] 
• — — » ^- 

It may not be in your power to excel 

many pe >p!e in riches, honors or abilities; 
but you may excel thousan Is in goodness 
of heart. Hither turn your ambition. 
Here is an object worthy of it. 

The greatest thoughts, it has been 
said, spring from the heart; but the max 

im is far more true with respect to the 
noblest actions. 

ton tii Ccmu Fluiimi 

Reminiscences of a Pioneer. 

The human mind is a strange organ- 
ism, not yet fully understood even by 
men of the “advanced thought.” Some- 
times we find our mind elastic and bouy- 
ant, “careful for nothing.” Anon, a 

pressure is upon us, and the burden of 

j our sighing is, M hy art thou cast down, 

; O my soul, and why art thou disquieted 
within me?” Tears come unbidden.— 
We weep, and we can hardly tell why. 

It wa< in the midst of seasons when I 

was subject to this latter state of mind 
that I received the following letter which 
I shall not apologize for in iking public. 
There a still a few on the passage of life 
whose heads are seen like the shipwreck- 
ed mariners of the iEneid, 

“ Hari, "antes in gurgite vasto— 

in whose bosoms will be awakened pecu- 
liar sensations at th* sight of a letter 
from the hand of Archibald Alexander, 
written well on to forty years ago. 

Rev. and Dear Sir,—Your letter, re- 

ceived sometime since, affected me not a 

little, and I hope will produce some good 
fruit, as it has led me to speak often of 
the much neglected and important terri- 

tory where your lot is cast. I also read 
it, agreeably to your wish, to our senior 
class, and requested that it might be 
communicated to the Society of Inquiry 
on Missions at their next meeting. I, 
moreover, applied earnestly to one or two 

individuals, urging them to go to Arkan- 

sas, but they felt themselves to be com- 

mitted to go elsewhere. The bearer of 

this, however, Mr. Ilenry R. \V ilson, one 

of our beloved students, and a country- 
man of yours, ha9 been led to look even 

beyond you, and is now on his way to 

Dwight, where he expects to spend his 
life in missionary labors. lie is, as you 
will S' on find, a man of the right spirit, 
and I know it will refresh your weary 

spirit to hold communion with one who 
has so long breathed the atmosphere of 

Princeton. Mr. W. has studied medicine 
as well as Theology, and may be useful 

among the pagans in a double capacity. 
Mr. Fleming and his wife whom you 
know, (Dr. S.’s daughter,) will, I expect, 
accompany him. Mr. F. comes almost 

from your own neighborhood. So you 
see that some good thing may come out 

of Nazareth. (This remark was intend 

ed as pleasantry, there being an unusual 
number of students in the Theological 
Seminary from that old Scotch-Irish re- 

gion.) I cau btr Uy rrish you groutcr 

joy in your pilgrimage than to meet with 

such devoted men from your own Semi- 

nary, 30 far to the West. As Bunyan 
would have said, Pluck up your spirits, 
man. Be of good heart. The Lord has 

not forsaken you. Soon, I trust, you 
will see the wilderness around you blos- 

soming as the rose, and the desert be- 

coming as the garden of the Lord. 
I write you no news, because these 

dear brethren can tell you every thing 
which you may wish to know. 

I enclose you a page of compendious 
information respecting the studies and 

the expenses of the Seminary which may 
be satisfactory to you, and may enable 

you to answer questions respecting it. 
We have been greatly favored as it re- 

lates to the cholera. It never entered 
the Seminary or any of our houses, but 

it came iuto the midst of us with appal- 
ling violence. Some of our students, 

« fmr iiirlt/Pl) i t nrudent to flee. 
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Perhaps it will have reached your place 
before this reaches you. 

When you write again, mention such 

places as it would be best to occupy as 

preaching stations in your territory.— 
Write also to the Secretary of the Board 

of Missions, and expostulate with him on 

account of the neglect with which that 

country has been treated. 
There are sad divisions and heart- 

burnings in the Synod of Pennsylvania. 
They are now in session at Lewistown, 
and Mr. Duffield’s book on Regeneration 
will be brought before them. It has been 

censured by the Presbytery, and the au- 

I thor, with some others, has complained 
to the Synod. Philadelphia is quiet 
since the meeting of the General Assem- 

bly. At Princeton we go on in our old 
track. We are not party men, and we 

inquire f r the old paths, and we endeav- 

or to walk in them. Farewell. 
A. Alexander. 

P. S.—The health of the Professors 
has been preserved. Mr. Juukin has 

opened a manual labor school near to 

Easton, Pa., under favorable prospects. 
His brother is with us. 

Where would be a good site for a Col- 

lege in Arkansas? and where will proba- 
bly be the permanent seat of govern- 
ment ? Is there much emigration of 
Presbyterians into the territory? Are 
Cumberland Pre.-byterians friendly, and 
how far do they deviate from the stand- 
ard of orthodoxy with us? The Camp- 
bellites have nearly ruined the Baptist 
Church in the West, and are also spread- 
ing i'i the East. The West, however, is 

destined to give rise to more sects and 
more monstrous tenets than the world 

ever saw. Onlv think of the Mormon- 
!*.!!!! 

Two brethren from the Seminary have 
boot, jus; ordained to go on an exploring 
mission to Africa, Basa and Pinney.— 

i 

i Yuu see that both Ilarvey and his wife 

! arc dead in Bombay. Atheism and L ni- 

I versalism arc gaining ground in this coun- 

try, especially in our cities. "W e that 

are old may not live to see it, but they 
who survive us will witness wondei ful 

scenes both in Church and State in this 

our beloved country. W c are evidently 
hastening to a crisis; and so is the W orld. 
But the Lord reigneth. Let the earth 

rejoice, for though clouds and darkness 

are around about him, justice and judg- 
ment are the habitation of his throne. 

Be faithful. Be diligent. Be humble 

and persevering. As you stand alone, 
great responsibility rests upon you. Ar- 

kansas may owTc much to your faithful and 

wise counsels and exertions. Continue to 

call aloud for help. But whether it comes 

or not, labor w ith all your might to stem the 

torrent and to advance the cause. Be- 

ware of declining into lukewarmness and 
a secular spirit. Sti^np the giftjthat- is 
in thee. Give attendance to reading, ex- 

hortation and prayer. Continue in them, 
and give thyself wholly to these things. 
Behold the Judge is at the door. 

There arc many ways of doing good. 
Use them all as far as you can. Circu- 

late, by loan, good books. Subsidize the 

press. Get a pious printer to come and 

publish a religious paper. 
A. A. 

I shall say nothing of the effect which 
this letter produced upon my mind, but 

only ask, may not theological professors 
of the present day, and ministers of ex- 

perience, receive a hint from the above to 

strengthen the hands and cheer the hearts 
of their younger brethren, especially 
those who stand on the out-posts of 
Zion? * * *. 

For tub Central Presbyterian. 

Classic Baptism. 

HOW HAS IT BKEN RECEIVED ? 

This work has now been before the 

public about six months. Trite as is the 

general theme of Baptism, “ Classic Bap- 
tism explores a field never before thor- 

oughly examined. The results roached 

change the point of view from which the 
whole subject must bo looked at. The 

investigation is limited, strictly and wise- 

ly, to the fundamental idea in the word 
baptizo and the development of that 
idea under classic usage. If this point 
cannot be controversially settled, no point 
can be settled. Until it is settled, the 
discussion of the scriptural usage must 

be pointless and end less. ^Ono party or 

the other will be sure to object to con- 

clusions reached, and point away to the 
“ without form and void of classic 

usage as full of apology for their dissent. 

Six months is a long time in these days 
for a book to be before the public; quite 
long enough to test its character. How 

has it been received? This question 
is answered, in one direction, by the 

fact that a second edition has been called 
for in about four months, and that repre- 
sentative men in twelve different de- 

nominations—Bishops, Pastors, Laymen, 
Professors, Editors—and more than twenty 
Colleges, Universities, and Theological 
Seminaries have given to this book the 

most extraordinary favor. In another 

direction—Baptist ward—the book has 

been received with a very ominous si- 

lence. When it was first announced, be- 

fore publication, Baptists gave forewarn- 

ing that when it came forth they ‘* would 

take care of it.” It has been published 
six months and they have “ taken 
care to let it alone. A caveat against 
.La aa*.a!.i.i/.n frAin tlitQ cilnnr»f» kkf}mt. 

the book is unanswerable” is enter- 

ed by a Baptist editor on the pica, 
that copies were not sent to Baptists, but 

they were compelled to buy them. Now, 
it so happens that I know of a copy be- 

ing received by a Baptist editor some six 

monts ago, who promised a review of it, 
but has not yet done it. I chance to 

know of another copy sent to a Baptist 
editor, by request, that it might be 

reviewed, but after an interval of some 

months the review has not come. And 

; it is within my knowledge that yet an- 

! other copy was sent, months since, to an- 

other leading Baptist, (editor, I believe.) 
but no review has followed. This silence 

is certainly no proof “ that the book is 

unanswerable;” but it is certainly re- 

markable. The review will come some 

day no doubt, ami none the less marked 

by the fruits of Baptist scholarship be- 

cause of the unwonted delay. 
But has this silence been absolutely 

unbroken? Well, not absolutely. Three 

Baptist papers have noticed the book. 
Prominent among these is the Christian 

Press. This paper has fathomed all the 

mysteries of the book and weighed, in 

nicest balance, the character of its au- 

thor. The book is declared to be “ a 

superficial, worthless thing, entitled to no 

respect.” Hearken ! 0 ye Professors of 

Hebrew and Greek and Latin and An- 

glo Saxon, who so blunderingly indorsed 
this “superficial and worthless thing,’ 
and recant your judgment. Do this the 

more promptly seeit g that this Daniel 

come to judgment,” had never seen the 

book he “ blesses.” And what about 

the author? Oh, he knows him “like a 

book.” Listen 1 “The author is an ig- 
noramus,”—“a mere pastor,"—“livesin 
a small country village,”—“upstart,’ — 

I 

“pedant,”—“pretender, “fit for the 
lunatic asylum,”—“his name is branded 
for ignorance and audacity,”—“igno 
rant, presumptuous and impudent.”— 
Well, if such .a slush of praise gushes 
forth when neither the outside of the au- 

thor, nor the inside of his book had been 

seen, what may we not expect when Mr. 
Christian Press becomes well acquainted 
with both! The Examiner and Chroni- 
cle has also noticed the book, but with- 
out any high-toned commendation of the 

author, or the book; for unhappily (as 
Sidney Smith and the Christian Press 
would say,) h.e was hampered by having 
previously read the book. Criticism is 
limited to two points: I. The affirmation 
that dip and immerse mean the same 

thing, and II. The denial that BAPTIZO 

includes only conditi >n. This affirma- 
tion carries with it a harden which if all 
the Baptist shoulders < .t earth were put 
under it to bear it Q>, they would be 
crushed by the intolerable weight. The 
denial is a negation of proposition no- 

where to be found in Classic Baptism. 
The National Baptist, with more courte- 

sy of tone in general, and with more ap 

prcciation of the merits of the case also 

notices the book. This critic too tries 

to join together dip and immerse, words 
which Hebrew and Greek and Latin and 

Anglo Saxon have put asunder. The 

attempt shows how fatal their disjunc- 
tion is felt to be in its bearing on the 

Baptist theory. But while their essen- 

tial unity is affirmed it is admitted that 
“Mr. Dale has established a difference 
in use between bapto and baptizo. He 

has, also, brought clearly out that bap- 

rizo docs not of itself involve the lifting 
aut iroin me nuiu 01 unit »mai pui 

in.” These two admittedly proved points 
ire the points on which the whole of 
Classic Baptism turns. What Baptists 
have said of the book in six months is 
not much; but w hat they have said and 
what they have not said, is full of mean- 

ing. The next six months will undoubt- 

edly furnish us with more and more 

elaborate criticisms of Classic Baptism 
from that quarter. ***. 
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For the Central Presbyterian. 

Do Not Forsake the Negro. 

A correspondent writing on the great subject of 

nstructing this class of our population, presents 
he following just thoughts: 

But my principal object in writing is 
to point out our duty to that numerous 

class of our fellow-creatures. They are 

without preachers and teachers, Tgid they 
must be taught^?? Wth feel 
the consequences. Let us stir up our 

latent energies, and not neglect our duty 
to them if we would have their confi lencc 
md the blessing of God. Let us get up 
Sunday Schools for them all over tin- 

land, and furnish them with books, and 

nr^e our sons and daughters to take on 

the harness. Let us preach and pray 
more for them, and with the blessing of 

God imbue them with the spirit of the 

Gospel, and we need not fear the conse- 

quences. God in his wise providence has 

put them at our doors and in our fami- 

lies, and will hold us responsible as their 
mardians and friends. Charleston Pres- 
D 

byterysays: “Stimulus to renewed la 

bors among the colored people has been 

imparted not only by the persistence ot 

numbers in the churches of which they 
have ever formed a component part, but 

especially by the deliberate return of 

many from the misguidance of false 

teachers, understanding neither what 

they say, nor whereof they affirm.” 

Though they are without education, 
they generally have good hard common 

sense, and only lack fur information to 

judge correctly. If then we will do our 

duty they will soon see through the dis- 

guises of designing demagogues and false 

prophets, and lean upon those who speak 
the truth. Let us pity their ignorance, 
and not be too hasty iri despising and dis- 

carding them. Christ says: “ Learn of 

me, for I am meek and lowly in heart.” 
God may have sent all these trials upon 
us to humble our pride, curb our passions, 
and save our souls. .Let us “ Consider 
the rod, and him that hath appointed 
it;” and then we may boldly say with 

David, “ God is our refuge and strength, 
a very present help in trouble. There- 
fore will Lot we fear though the earth be 

removed, and the mountains be carried 
into the midst of the sea.” J. 

The Lesson from the Epistle to 

Philemon.—The lesson of all others from 
this Epistle is, that we should carry into 
the concerns of private life the courtesy 
and the Christian spirit here shown by 
the Apostle; that we should talk to one 

another, argue with one another, write 
letters to one another, not as men of the 

world, but as disciples of Christ; not as 

Pliny, but as St. Paul; remembering 
whose we are, and whom we serve; and 
that our religion is to be a light shining 
before men to show forth the glory of 
Ilim who hath redeemed us by Christ. 
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Pithy, but True.—Elder Swan used 
to say that if the doctrine of universal 
salvation be true, the Bible ought to read: 
“Wide is the gitc, a id broad is the waj 
which leads to heaven, and every bodj 
goes there; strait is the gate, and narrow 

is the way that leads to hell, and you 
can’t find it if you try.” 

-—-- 

All words in European languages 
which express forgiveness imply free gift 

The Coming Campaign. 

THREE SUGGESTIONS TO OUR BRETHREN. 

Wc do not mean the Presidential cam 

paign, but the campaign against sin and 
Satan. The summer is over. The elec- 
tions are over.. '* The fall meetings of 

I Presbytery and Synod are over. The 
time has come when every minister should 

lay out his work for the winter, should 

inquire: “What can I do to build up 
the Church, and to save sinners during 
the coming campaign? A\ ill our breth 
ren permit us to make one or two sugges- 
tions as to this winter’s work? 

1. Do not put foremost in your plan a 

series of meetings, or any kind of special 
effort. Give greater interest and efficien- 
cy to the stated means of grace; magni- 
fy the regular preaching of the gospel; 
make people hunger for more, because 
what you give them from Sabbath to Sab- 
bath is as m>n»a- to their souls. Magni- 
fy the weekly prayer meeting. Let the 
demand for extra evening meetings come 

from the fullness, the warmth, and the 

preciousnoss of that which has, perhaps, 
been small and formal hitherto. There 
is no more heat in a dozen icicles than in 

one, and there is no more spiritual life in 

a dozen frigid meetings than in one. The 
whole system of getting up a religious in- 
terest by multiplying meetings is vicious. 
Its results are at best superficial, and 
too often they are blighting and harden- 

ing. No minister should increase the 
means of grace until he and his people are 

making the most of those already enjoyed. 
One really good sermon is worth more 

than half-a dozen poor ones, and one live 

prayer meeting is worth more than half-a- 
dozen that have to be galvanized by some 

special effort or sensational announce- 

ment. 
2. Let a broad foundation be laid for 

f-Iin wintor’a \mrL- in avarpmatic. doctrinal 

preaching. Hasten slowly. Put down 
the massive corner stones of truth.— 
Convince of sin. Expound the law.— 
State and enforce the claims of God. 
Do not plant until you have plowed deep. 
It will be well to sub-soil in some places, 
where the surface-soil of religious sensi- 

bility is nearly worn out. We fear that 

many get into the Church during pro- 
tracted meetings, who have very imper- 
fect views of the nature of sin or of the 
state of their own hearts. We certainly 
should have stronger Christians if we had 
more of what the old divines used to call 
“ law-work.” A conversion may be gen- 
uine, and yet not as thorough as it ought 
to be. While our great business is to 

bring sinners to Christ, we should try to 

bring them in such a way that they will 
make the best possible Christians. 

3. Let there be thorough and system 
atic visitation. Not a round of social 

h ...nT l.uT}..wtMrii^^fl^^^uconnoisance 
of the field. the exact 

spiritual condition o^your people, the 
obstacles to a work of grace, and the en- 

couragements to labor for and expect it. 
No department of ministerial duty is so 

necessary, yet so frequently neglected as 

this. A General never thinks of ad- 

vancing his lines until he has thoroughly 
reconnoitered the ground. What seems 

to be a safe and advantageous position 
may prove, on closer inspection, a most 

undesirable and perilous one. 

Having inspected and explored his field 

by a systematic visitation; learned just 
what truth is needed, and presented it 
with plainness and force; having given 
the impression that he is in earnest, that 
he means to make a full proof of his 

ministry, and that he expects a blessing 
upon the truth, the minister ought to 

watch for indications of special interest. 
He ought to cultivate them with all pos- 
sible wisdom and fidelity. What seems 

to be a little spark, easily put out, may 
he fanned into a flame that shall kindle 
hundreds of souls. The great fires that 
have desolated cities have come often 
from a single lighted match, and the 

great revivals that blessed thousands have 
seemed to come from equally small be- 

ginnings. The little child, awakened, 
tearful and ready to be led to the Sa- 
viour. ttim v he the forerunner of a host. 
the first fruits of a wide harvest which 
God will give to the faithful and believ- 

ing husbandman.—Chris. Herald. 

Staying from Church to Read. 

Some stay away from Church to read 

They say they can find better religious 
thinking and teaching ir their books than 

in any of the pulpits near them. Sup- 
pose they can. Do they get the better 

teaching ? Are they really at home for 

purposes of religious culture? Are they 
actually growing better; more godly, by 
this reading which keeps them from 

Church? Let them be honest with them- 

selves, and see if this is not a flimsy ex- 

cuse for spending their Sundays, not in 

mere religious reading, but over all sorts 

of books. Even if they give their Sun- 

days up wholly to religious reading, they 
have greatly mistaken the aim of public 
Sabbath services if they think it can be 

thus met at home. 

God expressly commands us to “rever- 

ence Ilis sanctuary,” to “lift up our 

hands in Ilis sanctuary,” and promises 
| to come unto us and bless us there. We 

should go to Church to worship; to wor- 

ship publicly and unitedly, as well as to 

receive instruction from the preacher.— 
Would an Israelite have been held blame- 

less who never went to the temple wor- 

ship because he had a roll of the law at 

home? But the Church service is, in a 

sense, our temple worship. No other ap- 

pliance of religious culture can take its 

j place. Abolish all Church services, and 

you abolish Christianity. lie who stays 
; regularly away from Church is doing what 

little he can to introduce heathenism.— 

He is contributing his influence towards 
secularizing his community. If his way 
was universal, irreligion would be domi- 

nant, and the nation would slowly sink 
back into an atheistic barbarism —Par- 
ish Visitor. 

The Cross. 

We beg permission to copy a paragraph 
from a letter written to us by a great 
sufferer. She says: I have been think- 
ing much here of late of bearing patiently, 
and glorying in the cross, and I have been 

striving to bear that laid upon me with- 
out murmuring, and feel that my dear 
Saviour helps me. I feel that “it is 

good for me that I have been afflicted,” 
that I might learn God's precepts, for 
“before I was afflicted I went astray,” 
but “now I love his law.” I have never 

loved the Bible and had half the light 
upon the great subjects of which it treats, 
us I have in the last tWfl^years, and I 
think I never would have taken the de- 

light I do in spiritual things, had it not 

been for my long illness and my disease, 
which keeps me almost face to face with 
death. 

I feel that this chastening is bringing 
forth some “peaceable fruits,” because 
I am “exercised thereby,” that I am able 
to glory somewhat in the- cross. I have 
had some heavy ones to bear here lately, 
yet I believe they were laid upon me for 

my good; that they have brought me unto 

closer communion with God. And, though 
at fii’dt I shrink, shudder, and sometimes 

falter, and evea fall, beneath my load, 
yet from the earth I cry incessantly to 

my Saviour for strength to sustain it as 

unmurmuringly as he bore the cross for 

me; and then I am enabled to rise and 
walk tremblingly beneath its weight.— 
By and by it seems to grow lighter, for 
Jesus smiles on me, and helps to bear it 

up, with his invincible hand; till at length, 
by the beautiful law of compensation, it 

becomes my support—it sustains me, and 
lifts me nearer to Jesus! so near that he 

seems to bend above me, to wipe the dews 

of agony from my brow, and whisper: 
“ Let not your heart be troubled, neither 
let it be afraid!” Then, 0, the blessed 
cross! it grows dear to me, because it 
raised me to Jesus, and I almost fear to 

have it removed, lest I should fall away 
from him! I say, with my whole heart, 

Nearer, my God! nearer to thee, 
E’en though it be the cross that raiseth me 

Nearer my God! nearer to thee. 

Hymns. 

hymns 
are sadly lackin^ni literary merit has 
been a cause of frequent regret wfith 

many. Those, however, who are dis- 

posed to depreciate on this account hymns 
which have been long used will do well 
to take into account the following sug- 
gestions from an article in the Contem- 

porary Review: 
“ Far above the mere literary interest of 

the subject, however, must be reckoned 
the undoubted comfort which the devout 
in all ages have derived, and will surely 
continue to derive, from sacred hymns. 

“The manner in which they imprint 
themselves on the memory, and transmit 
the sustaining hopes and promises of re 

ligion in the midst of the trials, afflictions, 
and difficulties of this life; the thought 
of the thousands, ay, millions, of souls, 
which have passed from habitual delight 
in hymns below to the paradise of which 

they spake, and for which they aided, in 
no small degree, in preparing them, must 

not only prove to us me vuiue oi our 

own hymnals, but make us largely toler- 
ant of the uncouth expressions, the faul- 

ty poetry, the overstrained language, the 

prosaic dulness, which we have full right 
to reject from our own use. 

“The Moravian preface remarks, with 

simple truth, of certain compositions 
which could not be much commended, 
‘Even these little hymns have got their 

lovers, who would be sorry to lose them 
all at once;’ the words may apply to 

many in our own books, the poetic excel 
lence of which is small. 

“ Moreover, we seem by means of hymns 
to approximate most nearly in spirit to 

communion with all that are departed in 
the faith of Christ. 

“It is no small thing to know that they 
were sung by St. Hilary, St. Ambrose, 
St. Isidore, St. Bernard, St. Aphrem the 

Syrian monk, Prudentius, or venerable 

Bede; that popes, emperors, kings, 
queens, princes and princesses, cardinals 
and bishops, the politician, the soldier, 
the jurist, the burgomaster, have contri- 
buted their devout strains for our edifica- 
tion and comfort; that this hymn sup- 

ported the faith of a martyr, and this the 

sinking spirit of a missionary; and con- 

stantly to observe that the last faintly 
murmured words of statesmen, physicians, 
and theologiaus were drawn from simple 
hymns. Long after the hand which 

traced them has been cold in death, we 

find fragments of hymns hidden away 
among the treasured secrets of a loved 

parent, sister, or child ; we retain, indeli- 

bly fixed on our mind, the accents in 
which favorite hymns were recited by 
voices hushed in this world for ever.— 

Every parish priest, too, knows how the 

imagination of the poor and illiterate fas- 

tens upon hymns, and draws from them, 

in a well-nigh supernatural manner, spir- 
itual food which is dimly perceptible to 

any but themselves. The concentration 
of all these powerful associations upon 
hymnology invests the humblest and most 

unpolished hymn-book with a little coro- 

net’ of sanctity; somewhere within its 

pages it is certain to contain the key- 
note to the heart of him who opens it 

even at random.” 

Faith. 

What is faith? I have never heard 

but three definitions that satisfied me.— 

One of course, stands upon a level infin- 

itely above our poor criticism, that is, 
the inspired definition of the Apostle, 
that “ faith is the substance,” that is, the 

confident realization “of things hoped 
for, the evidence,” that is a conviction 

reaching to demonstration, “of things 
not seen.” But there is another defini- 

tion which I have often spoken of, 
whieh from its exceeding simplicity, has 

thoroughly satisfied my mind; it is the 
one of the old Scotch woman, who heard 

persons disputing long as to what faith 

was. She answered: “Well, to me it 

seems a very simple thing: it is to tak’ 

God at his word.” And yet there is an- 

other definition which struck my own 

mind very much: it is that of an Irish 
child. I had this from the lips of a mis- 

sionary who was examining the school. 
He was asking what faith was, and one 

child said, “ Trust,” while another said, 
“ Belief,” and so on. At last he saw a 

thoughtful girl, and she said, “I think 

sir, I can tell you what it is.” “What 

is it, my child?” he asked. “It is the 

Holy Ghost,” said she, “moving the soul 

to lean upon Jesus Christ.” I think, my 
friends, that is a beautiful definition of 

faith—the Holy Ghost moving the soul 
to lean upon Jesus Christ.—liev. E. II. 

mckersteth. 

Pardon for Omissions. 

Dr. Samuel Johnson, writing; to his 

mother, says: < 

“You have been the best mother, and 
[ believe the best wom^n in the world. 
[ thank you for your indulgence to me, 
ind I beg-forgiveness of all I have done 

ill, and aTl that I havc omitted to do well." 

So in the prayer he composed at the 
3ame time: 

“Forgive me whatever done un- 

kindly to my mother, anawhatever I 
have omitted to do kindly." 

There is a deep meaning in this. Our 
offences against against God and our fel- 
low-uicn arc far greater in *1*0 omission 
of duties than in the commission of sins. 
Let any one think it over faithfully, and 
see if the weight of condemnation does 
not rest there. 

And how much point in the expression 
—“omitted to do kindly." We might— 
often at least—almost as well not speak 
the truth at all, as to speak it not “in 

love;” so it may often happen that an act 

in itself eminently proper has a dreadful 
omission about it, simply because it is 

not done kindly. What is charity, how- 
ever bountifully bestowed, if sympathy 
be wanting? It is often positive insult. 

Without pursuing the hint farther, let 

each one search for the catalogue of what 

he has left undone, and strive for a bet- 
ter spirit and a better life. 

Joan Waste. 

Among many who glorified God by 
suffering martyrdom in the reign of 

Queen Mary, Joan Waste, a poor wo- 

man, deserves never to be forgotten.— 
Though blind from her birth, she learned 
at an early age to knit stockings and 
sleeves, and to assist her father in the 
business of rope-making; and always 
discovered tne utmost aversion to idle- 

ness and sloth. After the death of her 

parents she lived with her brother ; and 

by daily attending the church, and hear- 

ing divine service read in the vulgar 
tongue, during the reign of king Ed- 

ward, became deeply impressed with re- 

ligious principle. This rendered her de- 
sirous of possessing the word of God; 
so that at length, having by her labor 
earned and saved as much money as 

would buy a New Toaturnout, i>lu! pro- 
cured one; and as she could not read it 

herself, got others to read it to her, es- 

pecially an old man, seventy years of 

a«'e, the clerk of a parish in Derby, who 
read a chapter to her almost every day. 
She would also sometimes give a penny 
or two (as she could spare) to those who 
would not read to her without pay. By 
these means she became well acquainted 
with the New Testament, and could re- 

peat many chapters without the book, and 

daily increasing in saered knowledge, 
exhibited its influence in her life, till, 
when she was about twenty-two years of 

age, she w’as condemned for not believ- 

ing the Popish doctrine of Christ’s bod- 
ily presence in the Sacrament, and burned 
at Derby, August 1, 1550.— Townleys 
Biblical Record#. 

Men change, but truth never. The 

sweep of time bears on its surlace a 

thousand floating things, but in its calm 
and tranquil depths lie unmoved the 

pearls and diamonds which beauty covets 

and wisdom labors to secure. 

Every hour, life’s sands are sliding 
from beneath incautious feet, and with 

sin’s fatal flower in the unconscious hand, 
the trifler goes to his doom. The re- 

quiem of each departure is an echo of 

the Saviour’s question: “What shall a 

man give in exchange for his soul.' 
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> CRIB BBS. 

Notice was given, more than two months 

ago, that (beginning with the present 
year, July 20th) subscribers failing to 

pay within three months would be charged 
&>• 

Upon the suggestion of judicious 
friends of the paper, and wishing to grant 
all possible indulgence at a time when so 

many are embarrassed for want of money, 
the operation of this rule will besu'pend- 
ed till the 1st of December. 

This postponement is a personal incon- 

venience and loss, ami the many who can 

pay their arrearages, are earnestly re- 

quested to do so at once, whether it be 
for this year or for years preceding. 

THE MATRON OF OLD VIRGINIA. 

Truly may we say, 
“ The Matron of Old 

Virginia—the Virgiuia that was, hut alas, is 
not. It is not assumed that the excellences 
claimed for our beloved uio:her,—dearer than 
ever in the days when .-he sits in sack-cloth and 
ashes—are to be found no where else. \\ e 

only avow that the exalted character we at 

tempt to portray fills our heart with admira- 
tion aud love. The task requires a pen more 

skillful and eloquent; but if a grateful and 
filial reverence tor the class from which it was 

our honor and blessing to descend, can do 

aught to inspire the effort, that we may safely 
pledge. Nor will it, from many of our readers, 
require any effort to prepare them to receive 
and eveu to anticipate, the picture which wc 

would present. All that we need to do is to 

recall them to the chambers of memory, and 
bid them revive some of the sweet and pensive 
reminiscences which people them. They will 

thus represent to themselves the image of the 
mother of olden time, in all her quiet beauty 
and dignity. And perhaps, one of the most 

familiar features of the picture will be the 

thrifty and unflaggiug industry, which, rising 
with the dawn, “ gave meat to her household, 
and a portion to her maidens; which looked 
well to the ways of her household, and ate not 

the bread of idleness; which laid her hands to 

the spindle and made her hands hold the dis- 
taff; which left no idle moment unfilled with 
useful occupation, and which treasured up the 
fragments of her time as grams of gold. lo I 
this busy care, no object was too minute, and 
no task too humble. 

But if any one should deem that such in- 
dustry must characterize her rather as the un. 

cultivated drudge, than the elevated lady, his j 
impertinent conceit would speedily be shamed 
by personal contact. Meet the busy matron at 
the head of hot hospitable board, or in her 
parlor, and he would soon fiud that her thrift 
had not deprived her mind of one degree of its 
elevation, nor her manners of the nicest shade 
of dignified courtesy. There was, in this class 
of ladies, that peculiar type of mental culture, 
composed at once of homely practical sense, 
and Attic wit. wustic enough to auimate, but 
too kindly to sting, and breadth and justice of 
view, and quievcouteiupt for all that modern 
commodity familiarly styled “humbug” ini 
politics, literature, and especially in religion ; 
with keen appreciation of literary beauty, and 
innate nobleness of scntimcut. Theirs was not 
an understanding lo )>e milled for an instant 

by the pretended new light of your .Mrs. Abby j 
Folsom, or any of the yen ms of the “strong 
minded.” Its healthy and vigorous constitu- 
tion threw off the contagion without an effort. 

They were perhaps, little familiar with the af- 
fected tattle of the fashionable modern maga- 

zines, and of the novelette ; they meddled not 

with the connaisseurship of modistes and ac- 

tresses; but they had developed a capacity to 

appreciate and enjoy the masterpieces of the 
English clashes, as much superior to those vile 

fungi of our literature, as the genius of a Mil- 
ton to that of Miss Braddon. They were not, 

perhaps, just up to the point, in an animated 
discussion of a fa>hion-plate, and professed to 

be much better authority as to the number of 
days required to hatch out the several broods of 
the hen and the duck, than as to the respec- 
tive merits of imported siuging men and sing- 
ing women. But they knew how “to poiut a 

moral or adorn a tale” with the imperishable 
gems of beauty, or the sententious wisdom, of 
a I’ope, a Shakespeare, a I'aul, a Solomon. 

Nor did their bearing in society leave any 
cause for recret to those who loved them.— 
What true and gracious courtesy, what lofty, 
yet amiable dignity, what thorough assiduity, 
with transparent simplicity, was theirs. There 
was a style of muuucrs, which we shall be un- 

gallant enough to affirm modern u-ages will 
never improve. It was a standard for which 
all the pert conceits of that style, equally re- 

pulsive to a just taste, and obnoxious to houest j 
morals. y’cleped, “the fast young lady,” were 

simply impossible. Too attempt to associate 
them in conception even, shocks us with an 

1 

absurdity, which reveals their utter ineompati- ! 
bility. The true glory of this ancient manner 

was iu this, that it reflected the modesty and 
dignity of the character; it was the shining1 
through of a stainless and chaste soul within 
the casket, which touched every point of the 
surface with so soft and pure a light. 

No one could dwell long near these mothers 
of Yirgiuia without being impressed with the 
elevation of their sentiments. You heard 
none of the coarse babble of “women's rights;” j 
you detected no ambition lor the glare of pub- 
licity. Their whole souls acquiesced with a 

full and hearty consent iu that distribution of 
powers and duties, in which both the Bible 
and divine providence have assigned to man the 
sword, the sceptre of power, the struggle, and 
the du>t and the acclaim of the Jorum ; and to 
woman the fireside, the nursery, and the sanc- 

tuary of home. Their aspiration was but to 
fulfil the duties of gentle mates to more rugged 
natures. But ah! what nobility of soul 
strengthened the sweetness of their love.— 
What chivalry of spirit; what high disdain of 
the taint of dishonor or oppression, what scorn 
of the false, the mean, the cowardly; what 
fealty to their pledged word ; what moral cour- 

age was theirs. Not B<ty>ird, the knight s>m.* 

pmr tt sous nproche, bore beneath his iron 
mail a heart more nobly strung, than these 
women in their gentle bosoms. Was it uot 

from such a mother, that the Bayard of our 

chivalry, General Turner Ashby, derived the 
inspiration of his heroism ? 

But it was the chief beauty of this lofty 
spirit, that it did not unsex those in whom it 
dwelt, did not reuder them any the less fit for 
woman s peculiar sphere, the ministry of love, 
of charity, and of sympathy. The Virginia 
m«frr»n was the good Sauiariran of her neigh 
borhood. V herever there was suffering, there 1 

w is her mission; w hether it was in her own 

home, or among the poor of her vicinage, oriu 
t ie humble al ode- of her dark-skinned depen- ! 

d‘nts. IIoW benignant is the picture of the j 
unwearied benefactress, hailed wherever she : 

ppeared, as the fountain of solace and ot re- ( 

ef? “The heart of her husband trusted o 

urely in her.’ Ia every tempest ol calamity j 

thieh shook his rugged strength, it was her t 

tourageous love which sustained him. To her t 

iomforting arms her children flew in every t 

rouble, as their natural heaven. In no other •. 

>f its aspects, has humanity ever approached 
,0 near to its divine Exemplar, who “went I 
ibout doing good,” and whose earthly calling i 

t was to bear our griefs and carry our.sor- 

■ows,” as in these Christian mothers of our j 
and. 

Other parts of this portrait still remain to be 

ooked upon. ■ 

'- ai ♦ — 

Synod of Virginia. 

Unavoidable delays in the reception of man- 

uscripts has prevented as lull a report of the 

proceedings of the Syuod as we expected to 

furnish. From the very full and correct re- 

ports of the Richmond Dispatch, we give 
further extracts, leaving the fuller debates for 

the next paper. 
GENERAL COLLECTIONS. 

The Synod adopted the General Assembly’s 
scheme, viz: 

JSustentation—First Sabbath in January. 
Ihihlication—First Sabbath in March. 
Foreign Missions—First Sabbath in May. 
Education—First Sabbath in November. 

THE ACT OF THE LEGISLATURE. 

The Synod recommended to all its churches 
in \ irgiuia, to avail themselves of the act ol 

Legislature ot that State of February 18, 1807, 
which indicates the plau by which all religious 
cougregatious may secure the right to their 

property. By this act it is recommended to 

each church to decide by vote of its members 
and other qualified voters designated, to what 
branch of the church it belongs, and record 
their decision with the Circuit Court within 
whose jurisdiction the congregation is located. 

A paper, offered by Rev. Juhn Miller, re- 

commending that all fheologioal Seminaries 
be under the control of the General Assembly 
iustead of Synods, was reported upon adverse- 
ly by the committee to whom it was referred, 
and their report was adopted—viz: that the 

subject be not now considered. 
A spirited debate occurred on the applica- 

tion of Rappahannock Presbytery to be al- 
lowed to strengthen itself by additions from 
adjacent parts of Winchester, West Hanover, 
and East Hanover Presbyteries, which would 

give them Front Royal and its pastor, Rev. 
Mr. Berry; Orange C. H., and Gordonsville. 
aud Hr. Haudy; Fredericksburg and Mr. Gil- 
mer; and Yellow Chapel aud Mr. Woods. The 

/• n l_ ____J_ 
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Cttled by Revs. John W. Pugh, of Warrentou, 
ami Leftwich. of Alexandria; and Dr. Dabney 
appeared iu behalf of W est Hanover. 

Iu view of the prospect of an increase to 

Rappahannock Presbytery by a union with the 
Patapsco, the question was postponed lor a 

year. 
DIRECTORS OF UNION THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY. 

Rev. Win. Browu aud Rev. J. H. Fitzger- 
ald, whose term of service had expired, were 

re-elected. Mr. E. M. Armstrong was chosen 
in the place of Mr. Jos. Cloyd of Pulaski. 

TRANSFER OF THE SEMINARY. 
Dr. Brown, from the committee on the trans- 

fer of the Union Theological Seminary to the 
General Assembly, reported as a result of a 

conference with the Sjuod of North Carolina, 
to which, w ith the Synod of Virginia, the Seui- 
iuary jointly belougs, that the transfer is at 

this time inexpedient. Adopted. 
EVANGELISTIC LABORS. 

Dr. Dabney, from the Committee on the 
Minutes of the General Assembly, reported 
the action of that body, in which it is recom- 

mended to **n 

eant congregations to assemble for worship, 
and seek out the elders who have the best gifts 
to minist r to them by prayer and exhorta- 

tion, and to induce all their unemployed min- 
ister to seek fields of labor; and that Synods 
inquire into the fidelity ol Presbyteries in 
these matters, aud report to the General As- 

sembly. 
ORDINATION OF COLORED MINISTERS. 

It was— 
_ 

* 

A’eso/mA That this Synod overture the Gen- 
eral A»eiubly that is to convene in Na>bville 
on the 21tst of the present month to revoke 
the paper adopted by the last General Assem- 
bly on the subject of the relation of our 

Church to the colored people, on the ground 
that the whole subject of licensing and ordain- 
ing persons to the Gospel ministry is by the 
Constitution placed iu the first instauee iu the 
power of the Presbyteries. 

FINANCIAL COMMITTEE. 

Dr. Foote made the report of the Financial 
Committee. Several Presbyteries were delin- 
quent in the payment of their assessments, 
aud the treasury in debt to the amount of these 
delinquencies. On the recommendation of the 
committee, the salary of the Stated Clerk, 
(Dr. McFarland) was fixed at $100, to be di- 

Itoruviin liim mill l\»»v L IT 

Blanton, of Salcui. 
Appropriate memorials of deceased minis- 

ters of Synod were presented by committees ap- 

pointed to prepare them, and adopted—viz: 
By Rev. Mr. McC ha in on Rev. James King, 

of Bristol, Tennessee, founder of the Bristol 
High School for the education of ministers.— 
By Rev. Mr. Lupton on Rev. John McMur- 
ran. of Fairfax : and by Rev. Mr. Bedinger 
on Rev. J. L. Fray, of Jefferson county, and 
Rev. J. E. Hughes, of Martinsburg. 

A committee, consisting of Rev. Messrs. 
Leps, Brown, and Preston, and Elder Mat- 
thews, was appointed to visit and report upon 
at next Synod the vast missionary field of 
Greenbrier Presbytery. 

Synod adjourned to meet in Harrisonburg on 

the 21st of October, at 7 P. M. 

[After the above notice was in type the fol- 
lowing article was received. The report of 
Dr. Dabney’s speech on Sustentation will ap- 
pear next week.] 
ORDINATION OF NEGROES TO THE MINISTRY. 

Discussion in the Synod. 
The following resolution offered by the Rev. 

A. \V. Pitzer, was unanimously adopted by the 
Synod ou Friday morning at an early hour. 

“Whereas, the paper upon the subject of 
the colored people adopted by the last General 
Assembly has been erroneously construed by 
some as teaching the doctrine that colored 
men, possessing the qualifications required by 
the standards of our Church and the word of 
G »d, should not be ordained to the full work 
of the Gospel ministry, simply because they 
belong to the negro race, therefore, 

Re&tlvetl, That the General Assembly be 
overtured to declare that the Church is Christ’s 
universal Kingdom; that its doors are open 
alike to ail tho.se who love the Lord Jesus, and 
that ordination to the work of the Gospel 
ministry is to be given to all those called of 
God to, and qualified for, the work, without 
respect of persons. 

Afterwards the vote adopting it was recon- 

sidered, when an extended discussion took 
place, in which Rev. Mr. Leftwitch of Alex- 
andria, Dr. Dabney of Union Seminary, Dr. 
Leyburu of Baltimore, uud Air. Kirkpatrick, 
'tiling elder from Lynchburg, took part, all 

jxcept the secoud named iu favor of the reso- 

ution. 
It is not necessary to give a report of these 

speeches, though aide aud interesting. The 
rround over which they passed was fully pro 
euted iu the discussious pro. aud con. iu the I 

\-ntral Presbyterian last winter. Some of the 
piuions presented by all of the speakers would C 

robably be generally agreed to by members of t 

he Synod, and others not. We are persuaded 
rom much conversation with brethren from 
11 quarters that there was Jar more general * 

.greeuient on the most important and practi 
al points than would at times in the debate 
lave seemed probable. It is our conviction 
hat nine-tenths of the Synod would agree sub- 

stantially, if not entirely, in the following 
joints: 

1. That wherever there is evidence of a 

scriptural call to the ministry, ordination 
jught to be given without regaid to race or 

:olor. But— 
2. That in ascertaining what is a scriptural 

jail a Presbytery has the right, besides consid- 

jring other points of qualification in the candi- 

date, to take into view the whole question of 
his relation to the work in the bounds of that 
body, as affecting his usefulness in it. This 
principle has long been settled as an inherent 

right of the Presbyteries, and has been long 
acted upon. They have an inherent right to 

refuse an applicant with clean papers, and of 

good character and competent attainments, it 
they deem, upon other grounds, his introduc- 
tion into that Presbytery would not be for 
edification. This position can be made good 
beyoud question, and it carries with it the 

precise point in question. 
3. That the whole matter rests, primarily 

with the Presbyteries, and what is expedient 
in one may be inexpedient in another. They 
must judge under responsibility to God and the 

higher courts. 
4. In general it will be expedient to admit 

the ordiuation of duly qualified negroes to a 

certain extent: what that extent is they must 

judge. Most would think it unprofitable, nay 

injurious to the peace of the Unurch to admit 
a large element of this sort as rulers in their 
churches. 

5. That it will be best when we ordain them 
and organize churches to do it with the expec- 
tation of their being set off to a separate Pres- 

bytery, and as soon as the way is open. This 
is according to their own desire. It is better 
to have a separate church outside of our owu, 
than virtually a separute one inside of it. 

Other points might be added, but in these 
there would be a general agreement. 

The Synod, after the discussion adopted the 

following resolution, offered by llev. Dr. Arm- 

strong : 

Resolved, That this Synod overture its Gen- 
eral Assembly to convene in Nashville, Ten- 
nessee, ou the 21st of the present month, to re- 
voke the paper adopted by the last General As- 
sembly on the subject of the relation of our 

Church to the colored people, on the ground 
that the whole subject ot licensing and ordain- 

ing persous to the Gospel ministry is by the 
constitution placed in the first instance iu the 
power of the Presbyteries. 

This is right ground, and we hope under it 
our churches may find rest on a subject of 

great inportance and difficulty. 

A Presbyterian Minister somewhat ad- 
vanced in life, and well qualified to give in- 
struction in Greek, Latin, Mathematics, and 
the English branches, desires to obtain a situ- 
ation as teacher in a school already established 
or in a private family. 

lie refers by permission to Rev. M. D. 
Huge, D. D., of Richmond, Ya. 

Mrs. Anne S. Rice.—It is proposed to 

erect a suitable tomb-stone at the grave of 
Mrs. Rice, widow of Rev. John II. Rice, D. D., 
in the Cemetery at Union Theological Semi- 
nary. Contributions for this purpose can be 
sent to Central Presbutcrian office, box 452. 

Trien ls, boTK Tn^i^^PPRnbcyoiid it, and if 
all who would like to unite in this testimonial 
would only contribute a small sum, it would 
be completed at once. 

^ ^- 

Dr. Hamilton, of London.—A note from the 
London correspondent of the Philadelphia 
Presbyterian, dated 2d instant, says that Dr. 
James Hamilton was sinking fast on the pre- 
vious day, and it is probable that long ere this 
he has passed into rest. His departure will 
be a great sorrow to many hearts in this, 
as well as in his own land. 

RECENT PUBLICATIONS. 

PROSPECTUS. 
Reason and Redemption; or The Gospel as 

it Attests Itself. By Robert Baker White, 
D. D. 
Having had the opportunity of reading a 

portion of the work noticed helow by the Rev. 
Dr. Scott, it gives us pleasure to concur with 
the estimate he has given to its merits. We 
have known Dr. White for many years, and 
from the high estimation always entertained of 
his ability to discuss such subjects with uncom- 

mnn Pnrpp :iml acuteness. have no dmihr he has 

gone into his subject with the eye and the hand 
of a master. On every account we wish for 
this publication a wide diffusion, and shall be 

happy to receive the names of any who desire 
to procure it. 

The design of this volume is at once to ex- 
hibit the scheme of Redemption, and to prove 
its truth. While its main argument is drawn 
from the nature of the Gospel, it will be found 
to contain a complete outline of the evidences 
of the Christian Religion. It is addressed to 
all classes of readers, but intended especially 
for the intelligent young men of the country. 
It is hoped that it will prove interesting to 
most persons who are accustomed to enjoy Re- 
views and the lighter literature of the age. Its 
<ize will be a large duodecimo of about four 
hundred pages. 
Letter from Rev. W. A. Scott, D. D., of New York_ 

New York. 3d September. ]SGG,) 
No. 208 Wmt 42<7 Street. j 

I have read with much pleasure a number of 
the chapters of the manuscript work of Rev. 
Dr. White, on Reason and Redemption. The 
style is clear, easy, simple, strong and direct, 
without technicalities or the unnecessary use 
of professional phrases, sometimes rising to 
sublime eloquence. The subject of Redemp- 
tion, especially its necessity as demonstrated 
from reason, tradition anti history, and the 
complete adaptedness of the Gospel to the 
wants of mankind, are well brought out.— 
From the nature of the case, every chapter or 

point is not brought out in an exhaustive light; 
still there is a freshness and completeness in 
Dr. White’s arguments much to he admired, 
and there is an originality in many of his chap- 
ters far above what I have observed in most 
of our modern publications. And now that the 
argumentative Straus, in his new life of Jesus, 
and the enthusiast Renan, and Bishop Colen- 
so, are exciting the religious world concerning 
the Life of Christ and the inspirations of 
God’s Word, it seems to me a very happy thing 
for Dr. White to present the claims of Re- 
demption as a heaven-devised and God-sent 
scheme in the manner he has. The work of 
Dr. White, I consider a valuable contribution 
to our Theological literature, and, if published, 
would, I think, secure a wide circulation and 
do much good. W. A. Scott. 

The Curious Chapter, and How its 
Prophecies were Fulfilled, by the 
Young King Josiaii. By Rev. Win. L. 
Blackburn. 

J’iiuke Boys and their Stories.—A Tale 
for Youth. By Margaret E. Wilmer. 

r&RRENiA. By Edith G’rahame. 
The above hooks are from the Philadelphia 

Vesbyterian Board of Publication, and are in- 
ended for Sabbath schools. 

The Maryland Farmer, and the Ameri- ; 

an Farmer, for November have been re- » 

eived, containing valuable articles. j 
The Southern Literary Messenger is;' 

oon to be revived by Messrs. Wedderburn & 
yfriend, at Alexandria, Virginia. « 

riiE Family Treasure—Religious and Liter- 
ary. William T. Finley, D.D., Xenia, Ohio. 
Price $2 per annum. 

The fifth volume will commence with Janu- 
iry next. 

riiE Western Harp. A Collection of So- 
cial and Revival Hymns. Published by P. 
M. Pinckard, Nos. 508 and 510 Pine street, 
Saint Louis, Mo. Price, 70 cents. 

PAMPHLETS. 
Minutes of the Presbytery of North Al- 

abama. 

Christian Union—a sermon preached in Por- 
tersville, Tennessee, September, 1S67. By 
Rev. 1). H. Cummins, of Covingtou, Ten- 
nessee. 

The Farm and Garden. An Agricultural 
Newspaper. Devoted to the Improvement 
of our Sunny South. Published monthly 
by Jas. li. Jacobs & Co., Clinton, S. C. $1 
per annum. 

The article of Prof. Henry B. Smith, D. 
D., upon the “Re union of the Presbyterian 
Churches,” in reply to the Princeton Review. 
has been re-printed from the American Pres- 
hyttrinn and Theological Review, in a neat 

pamphlet of forty five pages, lor more general 
circulation. Published oy W m. Sherwood, 
654 Broadway, N. Y. 

The Presbyterian Tfciion Convention. 

This Convention assembled in the First Re- 
formed Presbyterian church of Philadelphia, 
Penn., November 6th, in accordance with an 

invitation extended to all the Presbyterian 
bodies in this country by the Reformed Pres- 
byterian Synod at its meeting in May. 

From the American Presbyterian we gather 
the best reports oi the meeting: 

“The Union Convention was a success of 
such magnitude and character as overwhelmed 
its most sanguine friends with surprise; espe- 
cially since the Old School Church by its Pres- 
byteries had taken such an equivocal attitude 
on reunion with our (N. S.) branch.. In num- 

bers it lar exceeded their expectations, there 
being about three hundred and twenty dele- 

gates in all. 
“The delegates from the Old School were 

considerably more than one-half of the whole 
number present (180 out of 320) and more 

than twice as numerous as those from our (N. 
S.) branch. And the character and ability of 
these delegates were such that it was declared 
by good judges the ablest body of Presbyteri- 
ans that had ever convened in our country.— 
Drs. Ilodse, Breckenridsre. Musgrave, David- 
son, and Monfort of the Old School; Prof. II. 
IJ 1 Ire PN-hfir Stnarns. Hatfield. 
Booth. Duffield, Jr., and others of our own 

(N. S.) Church ; Drs. Davidson and Harper of 
the United Presbyterian Church, Dr. Wylie, 
of the Reformed Church, with such laymen 
as Senator Drake ot Missouri, and Robert Car- 
ter of New York, and George II. Stuart, of 
our city, were sufficient to give high tone and 
character to the body. 

The sessions continued through three days, 
and all the discussions wero characterized by 
great unanimity and good feeling. Fully one- 

third of the time was spent in devotional ex- 

ercises. 
The committee on the Basis of Union were 

Rev. Dr. Eagleson, aud A. E. Chamberlain, 
(Old School Presbyterian;) Rev. Dr. Fisher, 
and Hon. H. W. Williams, (N. S. Presbyte- 
rians;) Rev. J. Y. Scouller, and Wm. Getty, 
(U. P.;) Rev. Dr. T. W. J. Wylie, and James 
C. MacMillan, (Reformed Presbyterians;) 
Rev. J. W. Schenek, and James Peters. (Re- 
formed Dutch;) Rev. D. Millar and Robert 
Carr, (Cumberland Presbyterians.) Their re- 

port was adopted and is a6 follows: 
The eommittoa appointed to prepare and 

report submitted lor 
consideration by the various branches of the 
Presbyterian Church represented in this Con- 
vention, submit the following: 

I. An acknowledgment of the Old and New 
Tc.-taments to be the inspired Word of God, 
and the only infallible rule of faith and prac- 
tice. 

II. That in the United Church, the est 
minster Confession of Faith shall be received 
and adopted, as containing the System of Doc- 
trine taught in the Holy Scriptures; it being 
understood that this Confession is received in 
its proper historical, that is, the Calvinistic or 

Reformed sense. 
Whilst the Committee recommend the fore 

going basis of doctrine, they wish to be under 
stood as recognizing the orthodoxy of the 
Larger and Shorter Catechisms; of the Hei- 
delberg Catechism; and of the canons of the 
Synod of Dort. 

III. That the United Church shall receive 
and adopt the Presbyterian Form of Church 
Government. 

IV. The Book of Psalms, which is of Di- 
vine inspiration, is well adapted to the state 
of the Church in all ages and circumstances, 
and should be used in the worship of God.— 
Therefore, we recommend that a new and 
faithful version of the Psalms be provided as 

soon as practicable. But inasmuch as various 
collections of Psalmody are used in the differ- 
ent churches, a change in this respect shall 
not he required. 

The Committee also recommend the adop- 
tion of the tullowing resolutions, viz: 

1. That we unite in requesting our respec- 
tive Churches, in their supreme judicatories, 
to appoint a committee of five each, which 
shall constitute a Joint Committee, whose duty 
it shall be to meet, at a time and place to be 
agreed upon, and proceed, with all convenient 
dispatch, in an attempt to form a Basis of 
Union, according to the principles of this re- 

port; which Basis they shall submit to the 
Churches for their consideration and adoption 
—it being understood that this is not designed 
to interfere with the pending negotiations for 
union between two of the larger bodies repre- 
sented in this Convention. 

2. That in case the above Basis of Union 
should be adopted, a committee be appointed 
to lay it before the highest judicatories of the 
various branches of the Church here repre- 
sented. 

3 That the members of the Convention, 
who may vote for the foregoing Basis of Union, 
to be laid before the Churches, shall not thereby 
he regarded as being committed to advocate 
its adoption when laid before the branches of 
the Church to which they respectively belong; 
but shall be free to act according to the indi- 
cations of Providence at the time. 

4. As there is so much agreement among 
the Churches here represented in all essential 
matter* of faith, discipline, and order, it is 
recommended that friendly and fraternal in- 
tercourse be cultivated, by interchange of pul- 
pits, by fellowship with one another in social 
meetings, and in every other practicable way. 

By order of the Committee. 
John EaolesON, Chairman. 

The Convention voted by Churches; and on 

the adoption of Jthe Basis as a whole, the final 
vote stood: 

Old School, unanimous. 
New School, unanimous. 

United Presbyterian, ten for, and one against. 
Reformed Presbyterian, five for, and four 

against. 
Reformed Dutch, unanimous. 
Cumberland Presbyterian, declined voting. 
(The Cumberland Presbyterians saw that on 

the platform of the Westminster Confession, 
there was no stauding place for them, and 
they accepted the situation with a grace that 
won golden opinions.) 

The Report was declared adopted by the 
Churches voting nnnnimoush/. 

Attest, Wm. T. Eva, Secretary. 
It seemed a most happy arrangement of 

Providence that the convention of Evangelical 
Episcopalians, comprising the very best men | 
in that Church and some of the noblest and ; 

most devoted Christian men of the land should 
be in session at Epiphany Church, almost! 
within call of our body. The announcement 
made Wednesday evening, that we had a place 
iu their prayers, sent an unwonted thrill through j 

11 hearts. The salutations that were ex- 

hanged, and especially the deputation of 
dishops Mcllvaine and Lee, Rev. S. II. Ty-1 
ng. Jr., and Hon. Judge Conyngham and 
?elix Brunot to the Convention on Friday set 
is all to thinking of a still higher and wider 
inity of the Evangelical forces of Christen- 
loin, as perhaps a little nearer than ever le- 
bre.” 

| ^ _ 

To the Ladies of Virginia. 
This appeal was crowded out of our columns 

last week. 
The Ladies’ Davis Association of Mississip- 

pi, prompted by those feelings of sympathy 
and love which suffering excites and greatness 
of character warms into active feeling, have 
decided to appeal to their countrywomen in all 
portions of Virginia, and to ask their aid in 
carrying out the noble design of providing a 

home for Ex-President Davis. 
The privations to which the war has reduced 

so many of us, wo have not felt so severely as 

he. He is do ban ed from entering the arena 

of active life to provide for the preset com- 

forts and future wants of tho.-e who jook to 
him as husband and father, for protection and 
support. We feel it would be a work of su- 

pererogation to address you in order to arouse 

your sy mpathy and enlist your interest for the 
great Representative of the Southern people, 
who sacrificed all arid suffered in our stead.— 
There is not a heart in all this Southern land 
of ours tiiat need be awakened to a just ap- 
preciation of all that is sublimely glorious—all 
that is sad and mournfully touching connected 
with that household name, which inspires 
more patriotic enthusiasm than all the lau- 
relled heroes of antiquity. 

The iadies of every county in the State are 

urgently solicited to appoint Committees to 
raise contributions. 
All donations acknowledged by the Secretary. 

Mrs. Gov. B. G. Humphreys, Pres’t. 
Miss SUE H. ADAM3,-Seo’r.y, Davis 

Association of the South. 
Lexington, To., Nov. 1st, 1857. 

Foa the Central Presbyterian. 

Ministerial Support. 
REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE. 

The Committee on Ministerial Support beg 
leave respectfully to report to the Synod upon 
this subject committed to them by the Synod 
of 18GG, as follows, viz., proposing that the 
Synod uow adopt the following: 

1. Jit soloed, That every congregation he re- 

commended (required) to make one oblation 
to the service of Christ abroad and within it> 
own boundaries, on every Sabbath, “accord- 
ing a* the Lord hath prospered them.’’ 

2. That the Synod approve of the plan of 
Sustentation recommended by the Memphis 
Assembly, and recommend the Presbyteries 
under their care to cooperate in it with the 
two-fold view of giving greater efficiency to 

the Domestic Missionary work as such, and of 
securing at the same time a competent sup- 
port lor all the pastors under their care. 

3. With the view of carrying out these ends 
the Synod further recommend the Presbyte- 
ries to organize their Committee of Missions 
with sufficient powers to carry out the objects 
contemplated in the general plan. 

4. That upon these committees should be de- 
volved the duty and responsibility of appoint- 
ing Missionaries and Evaugelists, directing 
their labors, receiving their reports, &cM all 
however subject to the approval and direction 
of the Presbyteries. 

5. That the Chairman, as organ of the Com- 
mittee, shall use due diligence to the fol- 
lowing ends, (be instructed to see,) 1st. That 
all the churches in the Presbytery contribute 
according to their ability to the general Sus- 
tentation Fund, and so tar as practicable, ac- 

cording to the plan recommended by the As- 
sembly, viz: by a special contribution on the 
first Sabbath in January, and by weekly obla- 
tions; 2d. As corresponding member of the 
Central Committee he shall see that the wants 

of his Presbytery are properly brought to the 
attention of that Committee. 3d. That he 
shall make himself acquainted with the gene 
ral condition of all the churches in his Presby- 
tery, and do what he can by his personal influ 
ence to induce those churches to contribute of 
their substance, not only to the general Sus- 
teuUtion Fumi, but lor the support of thetr 
own pastors. 4th. That where any church 
continues persistently delinquent in the per- 
formance of either of these duties, it shall In 
his duty to report the same to the Presbytery 
for its action. (5ih. That he may be employ- 
ed as the organ of bringing before the Presby- 
tery any complaints which such congregations 
may make against their pastor for not making 
suitable pulpit preparations, or for not devo- 
ting his time mainly to their spiritual improve- 
ment, after they have provided him a compe- 
tent support ) 5th. That he shall, as organ of 
the Committee, report both to his Presbytery 
and the Central Committee, at least once a 

year, that the first may exercise the proper au- 

thority over'the churches in the matter, and 
that the latter may have the means of bring- 
ing the general condition of the work before 
the Assembly. (Oth. That the said Chairman 
shall he entitled to an equitable compensation 
for these services, aiid also to meet his expen- 
ses in the performance of these duties.) 

6. That the Synod recommends to the Pres- 
byteries, wherever it is practicable, that two 

or more churches be united under the same 

pastorate when neither is able to contribute as 

much as one half of the salary of their minis- 
ter. 

7. That in the present impoverished condi 
finn rd* ttiM njiiinfrv wo'ilf ohlirrthp.Q shmild ho 

supplied as much as possible by neighboring 
pastors, so that the necessity of employing 
Missionaries and Evangelists, especially in old- 
er portions of the country, be avoided as much 
as possible for the time being. 

8. That the Synod strongly advises, as an 

important step towards the adequate support 
of the ministry, that every congregation shall 
proceed as soon as practicable, to provide it- 
self with a manse. 

Note.—The portions of the above paper in 
brackets, indicate what was stricken out of the 
original paper as reported by the Committee. 
They are here published for information, accord- 
ing to the wishes of many members expressed 
on the Hoor of the Synod. 

For the Centra!. Presbyterian. 

Narrative of the State of Religion within 
the Bounds of West Hanover Presby- 
tery. 
The Presbytery of West Ilanover in pre- 

senting to the Synod of Virginia a Narrative 
of the State of Religion within its bounds, 
would record its devout gratitude to the Great 
Head of the Church, that since the last report 
was made to Synod, none of its ministers have 
been called from their work by death ; and 
that, notwithstanding the heavy calamities 
which rest upon them, the congregations un- 
der its care have in a good degree been sup- 
plied with sanctuary ministrations; the at- 
tendance upon which by the people is regular 
and encouraging. W bile many of the churches 
report some additions by examination to the 
number of their members, none of them have 
been permitted to enjoy in large measure the 
outpouring of the fcpirif of God. In many of 
them increased and gratifying attention has 
been given to the important woik of giving 
instruction to children and youth in Sabbath 
schools. In a large number of them, howev- 
er. Presbytery feels bound in faithfulness to 
testily, social meetings for prayer and instruc- 
tion of youths and adults in EiMe classes, and 
ol children in the Catechism of the Church are 
too much neglected. I fieefForts of ministers 
and church members to furnish religious in 
struction to the colored population, by the 
preaching of the W ord and the organizing of 
Sabbath schools, cxciu-ively for their benefit, 
have uot been attended with the desired suo- 
cess. Our churches have contributed, with a 

good degree of regularity, to the objects of sys- 
tematic benevolence, according to the plan of 
the Synod. In all of them, regular Sabbath 
collections have been made, according to the 
recommendation ol the Synod and the General 
Assembly, with gratifying results. In view of 
the facts as presented by the churches to the 
Presbytery, our great need is the presence of 
the Divine Spirit lu the churches, in life-giving 
power, through the instrumentalities, ordinary 
and extraordinary, for the enlargement of 
Christ’s kingdom. ”0 Lord, wilt Thou not 
revive us agaiu that Thy people may rejoice iu 
Thee?” Wm. Dinwluuie, S. Clerk, j 

For the Central Presbyterian. 
—■— c 

An adjourned meeting of West Ilanovcr v 

Presbytery will be held at Appomattox Court 
[louse, on Friday, the 12'Jth November, for the ! 

lurpo^e of organizing a church, Ac., if the 

vay be clear. 
ltevs. S. W. Watkins, J. M. P. Atkinson, 

D. D., J. K. Harris, and Elders F. N. Wat- 
tins and Janies Calhoun are appointed special- 1 

y to attend to this matter. 
Wjl Dinwiddie, Stated Clerk. 

For tuk Central Presbyterian. 

Presbytery of Rappahannock. 
At an adjourned meeting, held at Chailes 

town, West Virginia, on Saturday, November 
Dth, 1867, it was unanimously resolved that 

the action of Presbytery taken at Warrenton, ] 
Va June 1867, viz: The adoption of a reso 

lution that it is proper in our present circum- 

stances as a Presbytery, that the funds collected 
for the objects of Systematic Benevolence with- 
in our bounds be expended by ourselves and on 

the field of our own labors, be, and the same 

is hereby rescinded; and that this Presbytery 
will heartily cooperate with the various Board.- 

aud Committees of the Church as directed or 

recommended by the General Assembly which 

met in Memphis, Tennessee, in November, 
I860. JOHN W- I>UG1!’ 

Stated Clerk. 

For the Central Presbyterian. 

In Memoriam. 
To the memory of our beloved and sainted 

graild lather, Michael Gketter, these lines are 

tearfully and lovingly dedicated. 

Sleeping, the calm and peaceful slumber, 
That knows on earth no bitter waking, 

No da)sof griet—no nights of pain he'll number; 
But gladly be, his long repose is taking. 

Sleeping 
The sleep that knows no bitter waking. 

Sleeping, and tearfully, and sadly 
We fold the withered hands about his heart— 

The hands that gave so cheerfully, and gladly 
To Charity, when fortune smiled, au ample part. 

Sleeping, 
With the withered hands above the si’ent 1 eait. 

Sleeping, and tearfully caressing 
The lips whereon stern Death hath set his seal, 

We weep, that never more the wonted blessing, 
Or friendly greeting, will those silent lips 

reveal. 
Sleeping, 

vr._1/^L-loo Vi<c tuiiriornpss ro.veal. 

Sleeping, yet the pale face bearing, 
The lines of age aiul grief upon it now, 

’Mong sainted millions triumphantly is wearing 
A crown immortal on its holy brow. 

Sleeping, 
With a crown immortal on its holy brow. 

Sleeping, ’twas a thorny pathway, 
Those aged, trembling feet so faithful trod,— 

Those leet are wandering now in soft, green 

pastures, 
With holiness, and with glory shod, 

Sleeping, 
“In the bosom of his Father, and his G^d.” 

Sleeping, in the dark grave lying, 
While aching hearts above thee may not weep, 

When autumn winds around are sadly sighing, 
When the holy stars above their silent vigil 

keep. 
Sleeping, 

When the holy stars their silent vigil keep. 

Sleeping, yet hoping thou art sleeping, 
To meet us in a glorious, happy home, 

While the spirit of thy love its watch is ever 

keeping 
O'er those whose hearts so sadly for tlieo mourn, 

Sleeping, 
While aching hearts so sadly for thee mourn. 

Sleeping, and reverently laying, 
That cherished form within its narrow bed— 

We weep, while loving tribute paying, 
To the memory of our sainted dead. 

Sleeping, 
While wc are weeping o'er our sainted dead. 

VlBCIXU. 

Religious Intelligence. 
FROM THE SOUTHERN STATES. 

East Hanover Presbytery.—At a meeting of 
East Hanover Presbytery during the sessions ot 
Synod, Rev. J. D. Dudley was received fiom 
West Hanover, and a call from Nauiozine 
church, in Amelia, put in his hand', and uc 

cepted He is to be installed on the' third 
Sabbath in December by Dr. Pryor and Rev. 
W. A. Campbell and D. W. Shanks. 

At an adjourned meeting held in Petersburg 
on Wednesday evening, November 13th, the 
oastoral relation between Rev. Dr. T. Pryor 
and the Brunswick church was dissolved. 

A call from the Nottoway church was put in 
Dr. Pryor’s hands and accepted, and Presby- 
tery appointed the 2d Sabbath in December for 
his installation by Rev. Mr. Rutherford and 
Rev. A. J. Leavenworth. 

Presbytery adjourned to meet in the Rooms 
of the’PublicationCommittee, in Richmond, the 
16th December, 1867, at 4 P. M. 

-«- 

West Hanover Presbytery.—At sessions of 
this Presbytery during the recent meeting ol 
the Synod at Charlestown, West Virginia, 
Rev. G. W. Leyburn, was. on certificate of dis 
mission from Roanoke Presbytery, after the 
UMial examination, received and enrolled as a 

member ot this Presbytery. 
At the request of Rev. G. W. Leyburn, on 

behalf of the congregation at Appomattox 
Court House, the time of the spring meeting 
of the Presbytery at that place, was changed 
from the 2nd Wednesday of April, 1868, to 
the Wednesday before the 1st Sunday ot May, 
1868, at 3 o’clock P. M. 

Wm. Dinwiddie, Stated Clerk. 

Presbytery of North Alabama 

Held an adjourned meeting in Cornersville, 
Tenn., Oct. 25th and 26th. The opening ser 

mon was preached, by the request of the min- 
isters present, by Rev. Andrew McElroy, of 
the Associate Reformed Presbytery ot Tennes- 
see. Rev. F. L. Ewing presided as Mudera 
tor. 

Rev. Andrew McElroy, from the Associate 
Reformed Presbytery of Tennessee, was upon 
his certificate and examination, received as a 

member of Presbytery. 
Mr. William Stoddert, a licentiate of the 

Presbytery ot Winchester, was received upon 
his certificate, and parts of trial assigned him 
preparatory to his ordination. 

Mr. Osborne, of the Presbytery of Orange, 
was granted parts of trial preparatory to li- 
censure. 

Rev. M. M. Marshall, D. D., was granted 
a letter of dismission to unite with the Pres- 
bytery of West Tennessee. 

UNION OF PRESBYTERIANS. 
A circular letter published in Philadelphia, 

and addressed to all Pieshyteries within the 
United States, on the subject of the reunion 
of all Calvanistic Presbyterians in this country, 
having been considered, the Presbytery, after | 
full discussion of the same, unanimously passed 
the following paper._ 

lietolwl, That if is the sense of this Pres-1 
bytery that, an union of all Presbyterians in 
the United States, on the long established 
standards of Calvanistic Theology—the West- 
minster Confession of Faith—is desirable, 
and we cordially approve the circular letter re- 

cently published in the city of Philadelphia, 
on this subject, inviting all the Presbyteries 
within the United States, to send Delegates to 

a Convention to be held in the city of Phila- < 

delphia, on the —— day of November, 1867, 
* ‘to promote ou this basis’ this desirable object 

-and, the Stated Clerk is d rccted to send a 

opy of this Resolution to said Convention, 
rith the Christian salutations of this body.’ 

Presbytery adjourned with singing, and 
,raver, aud the apostolic benediction. 

W. II. Vernor, Stated Clerk. 

Presbytery of Memphis 
Met at Germantown, Tenn., Get. 12th.— 

'he gratifying statement was made that every 
uini'ter was present except one, and he gave 

satisfactory reason for absence, and nearly 
ill the churches wore represented. 

Rev. S. B. 0. Wilson was chosen Modera- 
or, and Rev. S. S. Gill and Dr. T. A. Curry, 
Jlerks. 

Rev. Wm. A. Hall was received from the 
Jresbytery of Western Distric., Rev. George 
V. Russell from the Presbytery of Eastern 
I’exas. 

Rev. L. P. Yandell was dismissed to the 
Presbytery of Louisville. 

Rev. C. A. Stillman, D. D., agent for Co- 
umbiu Theological Seminary, being present, 
vas invited to sit with us as a corresponding 
uember. 

It was recommended to all our churches to 

:ukc up collections in aid of the present and 
pressing wants of the Professors, at their ear- 

nest convenience. 
Two new churches were reported as having 

been organized since the last semi-annual meet- 

ing of Presbytery. 
Rev. W. A. Semple, of Memphis, was ap- 

pointed corresponding member of Committee 
of Publication. Rev. T. D. Witherspoon was 

appointed the corresponding member of the 
Committee of Foreign Missions. 

Rev. A. H Kerr, D. D., and Dr. T. A. 
Cutty, ruling cider, were elected ptincipal 
Commissioners to the General Assembly, and 
Il. v. S. S. Gill and J. H. McClellan, ruling 
elder, their Alternates. £ 

The pastoral relation between llev W. H. 

Thompson and the churtbes of Bolivar aud 
Mount Bethany were dissolved. , 

Presbytery adopted the Canons of Discipline 
as a whole, and worn mended the recomiuit- 
m nt uf the New Book of Church Order. 

The Pa.liainentary Rules were adopted in 

April la>', and Canons of Discipline in Sep- 
tember. ... 

Rev. W. II. Thompson was dismissed to the 

Presbytery of Paducah. 
_ 

Presbytery will hold its next semi annual 

meeting in the Woodlawn Church, on Ihurs- 
day before the first Sabbath in May. 1S6$, at 

7 o’clock P. M. R* Ii. Evans, 
Stated Clerk. 

Presbytery of Central Mississippi 
Met at Forest on 1* • iday, October 4th, at 7 

o’clock P. M. 
,iii 

The opening sermon was preached by the 

Moderator, Rev. John Hunter, from Prov. 
xxiii: 23. 

iUim.'ters present i-, ciuero ia. 

Kev. R. Mclnnis was Moderator, and Rev. 
A. H. M»cklin, temporary Clerk. 

Rev. Win. Neil, of Presbytery of South Al- 
abama, and Rev. J. L \V heeler of Mississippi 
Presbytery, were present as corresponding 
me n hers. 

Rev. J. S. Montgomery. Rev. John Me- 
Cumpbell, and cider J. McBee, was appointed 
to visit Goodman and organize a cbureli if they 
deem it advisable. 

Yazoo City was selected as the place for 
next stated meeting of Presbytery, time Wed- 
nesday before the first full moon in April. 
1808, at 7 o’clock P. M. 

Presbytery received under it- care a church 
lately organized at Fannin, Rankin county, 
Mississippi. 

Samuel Hurt. Treasurer of Presbytery, re- 

signed, and J. B. Sberrard, of Canton, Miss., 
was elected Treasurer of Presbytery. 

Rev. W. T. Hall, and elder P. M. Wert, 
were chosen commissioners to the m*xt Gene- 
ral Assembly, and Rev. John McCampbell, 
and elder John Handy, their alterna'es. 

A memorial from Tom beck bee Presbytery, 
in regard to a South western Theological Semi- 
nary, was before Presbytery Presbytery ie- 

spectfully declined, at this time, to take part 
in the enterprise. 

Resolved, That the Committee on Domestic 
Missions be instructed to-employ an evangelist 
to labor within the bounds as soon as practica- % 

ble. , , 

Resolved) That we recommend to our church- 
ca to observe monthly concerts of prayer tor 
the blessing of God on this work. 

Resolved, That me modify our connection 
with the Assembly's Committee on Susteuta- 
tion, so as to retain enough of the funds con- 

tributed for this purpose by our churches, 
within our owu committee, to sustain this 
evangelist. 

Presbytery of the Western District 
Met agreeably to adjournment, September, 

13th, at the New Providence Church, Tennes- 
see. There were nine ministers and eight rul- 
ing ciders in attendance. Rev K. McNair 
was chosen Moderator, aud Rev. Win. Came- 
ron, Clerk, pro tern. 

Presbytery declined appointing any dele- 
gates to the Convention to meet in Nashville 
to consult on the propriety of establishing a 

South-western Seminary. 
The committee appointed to look after the 

Paris Church, reported as follow-: Your com- 

mittee would respectfully report, that they 
have made inquiry as to the c< edition of tho 
church property at Paris, and as to the value 
thereof. The church building is in a dilapi- 
ihiioit nmirlirinn Mini fhn hiiililiriir unrl Inf nrn 

valued at $.)tM). The pews are in a good con- 

dition, and are in possession of the Methodist 
Church at Paris, who claim them on the ground 
that they were bought with money contributed 
by the general community of Paris. The Rev. 
K. S. Campbell, W. J. Anderson and G. B. 
Black were then appointed a committee to dis- 
pose of the church and property belonging to 
it at Paris. 

Permission was granted to the Smyrna 
Church to employ llov. It. C. Garrison as 

stated supply. 
A call from .Jackson Church to the Rev. E. 

McNair was placed in his hands, and he ac- 

cepting the same. Rev. Messrs. J. H. Gilles- 
pie, James II. McNeilly, and Win. Cameron, 
were appointed to iusUU him the 1st Sabbath 
of October. 

Jackson was chosen as the place, and the 
Thursday before the 1st Sabbath in April next, 
at 7 o'clock P. M., the time for the next stated 
meeting of Presbytery. 

Permission was granted to the R'pley Church 
to employ the Rev. John 0. Sullivan as stated 
supply until the next stated meeting of Pres- 
bytery. 

DELEGATES TO TOE GENERAL ASSEMBLY. 
Rev. R C. GUxrwon Waa appointed Princi- 

pal, and Revr E. McNair, Alternate. Ruling 
ciders Mr. J. M. Johnston, of the Marl Bluff 
church, Principal, and D. M. M. Knight, of 
the Humboldt church, Alternate. 

The following resolution was adopted, viz: 
Jiesohnf. That this Presbytery enters its 

protest against the sending around through 
our churches of agents by the Committees ap- 
pointed by the General Assembly. 

The consideration of the Book of Church 
Order was postponed to an adjourned meeting 
of Presbytery to be held in Trenton during 
the sessions of the Synod of Memphis. 

This adjourned meeting was held on the 9th, 
\ghen they overtured the Assembly to re-com- 
mit the Book of Church Order. 

Rev. Jas. II. McNeilly was dismissed to the 
Presbytery of Nashville. 

Krsolnd, That when Presbytery adjourn it 
adjourn to meet in Humboldt, the first Wed- 
nesday iu December, at 7 o’clock P. M. 

S. J. Campbell, Stated Clerk. 

Presbytery of Tombeckbee 
Held its regular fall meeting at Okaloua, 

Miss., October 3rd. 
Nine ministers and twelve ruling elders 

were present. 
Rev. A. P. Smith, of Aberdeen, was Mod- 

erator, and elder C. Bardweli, from Stark ville, 
temporary Clerk. • 

Rev. J. A. Lyon, D. D., was elected princi- 
pal Cominiss'iiQer to the General Assembly, 
and Rev. J. N. Carothers his alternate. Also, 
Mr. C. Bardweli, of Stark ville, and Judge N. 
E Goodwin, of Columbus his alternate. 

It. W. Meek I m was examined and ordained 
to the full work of the Gospel ministry, and 
the 3rd Sabbath in November appointed for 
bis in-tullation at Bensalem and Lebanon 
shurches. 

The General Assembly wero requested to 
somrnit the Book of Church Order to a new 
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Some few fair dowers I fain would cherish, 
Which smile in beauty round my way: 

I would not let their sweetness perish, 
Nor see their opening buds decay. 

Some few rich sheaves my hand would gather, 
Some precious freight of golden grain : 

Ere chilling winds and cold frosts wither, 
And blast the treasures of the plain. 

Some few soft words of kindness spoken. 
Some earnest thoughts for others' weal; 

Some tears, for hearts by sorrow brokeu, 
Some griefs to cheer, some wounds to heal. 

Some few low prayers my lips would offer, 
Which, like sweet incense, may arise; 

The chastened soul’s adoring proffer 
To the white throne, set in the skies. 

Thus day by day my work pursuing. 
Saviour, Thy pleasure let me do; 

Vet well 1 know, with all my doiug. 
How small mv services, and few. 

Then will I fold my vesture round me, 
And lay me down to wait my rest, 

Cntil a kingly hand hath crowned me, 
And drawn me to a loving breast. 

American Presbyterian. j 

For the Central Presbyterian. 

Ministerial Support. 

ARGUMENT OF DR. DABNEY. 

[This argument was presented to the Syuod of 

Virginia in connection with the report from the 
Committee appointed on that subject last year.] 1 

STATEMENT OF PRINCIPLES. 

It is believed the Synod accepts the j 
following statements as true: 

1. The Presbyterian Church in Vir- 

ginia has not realized that growth de- 
manded for our wide destitutions, and of 
which the church of God should be ca- 

pable. The apparent obstacle to an ex- 

periment of other means is, that a pro- 
posal of amendment implies criticism; 
and this implication is likely to be re- 

sented. But since God has promised to 

be with his faithful ministers constantly 
to the end of the world, one of two , 

things must be concluded, either that lie 
is as much with us, and our labors are as 

successful as we are to desire or expect, 
or that we are not entirely faithful.— 

Hence, if impatience of criticism is pro- 
per for us, we must believe that God’s 
cause ought not to advance faster than it 
has done among us. 

2. Recognizing our dependence for 
success on sovereign grace, and the su- 

preme importance of more zeal and holi- 
ness in miuLjters and people, we account 

for our disappointment of fuller results, 
partly by the fact that our whole minis- l 

terial force is not actively and continu- | 
ously employed. The 184 ministers and ; 

licentiates on our roll probably do not 1 

perform the work of 92 men continuous- j j 
lv employed. And this disastrous loss ot * 

efficiency proceeds greatly from deficient ' 

support. Where half a minister’s days ' 

is consumed by worldly toils, the loss of 1 

true efficiency is even greater; because ( 

a heart harassed and untuned by secular ‘ 

anxieties and habitudes of feeling is less 

energetically given, in the remaining I 

fragments of time, to the care of souls. 1 

3. But if the inability or injustice of 1 

churches lays this necessity on pastors, : 

they are by no means to be blamed for 

making an honest secular calling sup- 1 

ply their wants, after the example of 1 

Paul, the tent-maker. We rather rejoice ' 

that, by means of this self-denial of min- 5 

isters, the destitutions are supplied with 1 

partial ministrations, which otherwise 
would be wholly neglected; while yet 
we deplore the obstructing of 90 much 

spiritual effort, which might otherwise be 

enjoyed by the church. 
4. To realize the full effect of the pas- 

tor’s work, he must be “ free from worldly 
cares and avocations, to devote his whole 
time, not only to saooatn preacning, uui 

catechising, preaching the Gospel from 
house to house, and a perpetual and man- 

ifold oversight of souls. And one great 
lesson to be taught our laity is their ur- 

gent need of all this spiritual labor, and 1 

the wisdom of purchasing and exacting 1 

it. Whereas their sense of want is often 
no more than of the Sabbath sermon and 
the occasional call, which are dispatched 
in a fragment of the minister s time; t 

whence the not unnatural feeling, that a 

partial compensation therefor is all that 

justice requires. 
5. Our merciful Divine Head still 

shows us, amidst all our deliirquencies, 
that a true pastoral work is still always 
rewarded by the sure growth of the 

charge which enjoys it. This fact sum- 

mons us, by the most solemn and pleas- 
ing obligation, to make experiment of 
such full and faithful work in all our 

field. 
6. It is a truth equally clear and im- 

portant, that Presbyteries cannot exact 
of their members this full work, while 

these are necessarily engaged in earning, 
otherwise, a part of their maintenance. 

Whence, adequate sustentation is an ab- 

solute pre-requisite for proper Prcsbyte- 
rial government over pastors. 

7. It is not unnatural that both Chris- 
tian parents and their sons should have a 

feeble sense of the claims of the minis- 

try, while the church fails to employ ful- 

ly the clerical force she already possesses. 
Hence we shall draw more laborers into 
Christ’s harvest, by giving more efficien- 

cy to those now in the field. 
From all which it appears plan that 

the two desiderata of our Church in this 
department are: 

(1.) Adequate and sure maintmanct 
for her laborers. 

Their entire consecration to tht 

ministerial tcork. Can these be secured : 

Supposing th® first secured, it appears 
to us that we must depend for the second 
on the removal of ^11 pretexts and obsta- 

cles against concentration of heart and 

labor; on the demands of a mere enligh- 
tened Christian opinion in the church : 

on the more firrtfc oversight of Presbyte- 
ries over their ovchi members; and chiefly 
on the Christian^conscience and fidelity 
of minister? ‘hn* ?lve?. 

But touchingwhe first, (adequate main- 

tenance) it seems to us, that experience, 
if it can prove anything, has proved thal 

this result cannot come from our presenl 
practice. For the sad fact is, that mosl 

of our pastors are, and always have been 
in trouble about this matter; and thal 
the provisions actually made for them are, 
in most cases, notoriously neither ade- 

quate nor trustworthy. And this, after 
the most strenuous appeals and injunc- 
tions, in every form from Assemblies, 
Synods, Presbyteries, and pastor?. The 

records of cur own Synod especially, 
will show that this evil has been for years 
a special subject of legislation, and yet 
it is not abated, but rather increased. 

CAUSES OF OUR DIFFICULTY. 

The true causes of this standing diffi- 

culty appear to be first, and radically, 
the natural unbelief, carnality, and dead- 
ness of man’s heart towards spiritual 
things. We see men generally neglect- 
ful or forgetful of the pecuniary value of 
instruction in the things of God, precise- 
tv bccauso they arc indifferent to those 

things themselves. And as long as men 

ire born sinners, this difficulty of support 
will assuredly continue. The secondary 
causes are, neglect of official functions by 
dders and deacons, the partial seculari- 
sation of pastors from this very difficulty, 
ind consequent neglect of pastoral func- 
tions by them, (so that this plague of our 

Zion potently operates to propagate its 
iwn mischiefs,) and probably still more 

than either of these, the feeling of the 

laity, that, as they are not enjoying and 
md do not really need the whole time and 

;nergy of their preachers, so they are 

aot justly held to pay for more than a 

ragmen t. O 

THE REMEDY. 

From this view of the causes, it is per- 
ectly evident that there is a vis inertiae, 
)ermanent and general, in unsanctified, 
md partially sanctified human nature, 

)y which we must expect ministerial sup- 
jort to bo partial ̂ obstructed, as long as 

C is left Co momentum* of 

he very bodies this inertia in- 

leres. Whence it appears obvious that 
his function, like that disciplinary one 

>f “general review and control,” is pre- 

:isely one of those which requires the in- 

vigorating force and will of the ruling 
mwer of the united church; because 
hat general ruling power is supposed to 

epresent the highest w isdom, zeal, and 

pirituality of the whole. I confess that 

I cannot evade the conviction, that our 

iractice of leaving the question of each 
uinister’s support to his own charge and 

liuiself, is not, and never was, either sen- 

lible or practicable; that from its nature 

t has been, and must be hereafter, inad- 

jquate to the end, and ought to be defi- 

nitely abandoned. 
We also believe that it is inconsistent 

with the true spirit of our time-honored 
institution. This gives the Presbytery 
liscretionary control over the compact 
inrtrnnn nselAV }li< nPOfllp! Sfl 
v*,,vv“ *— r-- * * 

[hat while, on the one hand, no pastor 
;au be iutruded on a people without their 
Yee choice, and no minister can be forced 
;o any field against his will, neither can 

i pastoral compact take place without 

;he approval of the Presbytery, and this 

:ourt remains the umpire and guardian 
>f both parties to the boud. But our 

isage practically leaves the pastor and 

iis proposed charge to settle terms as 

:hey choose, or can. Our system scrip- 
:urally teaches, that God gives ministers 
:o his church as u whole; and that the 

grand duty of which they arc public or- 

ian, that of evangelizing the world, is 

enjoined on the whole church. But our 

usage treats the pastor as though God had 

given him to his particular charge alone, 
xnd thus, it alone were responsible for his 

support. The Scriptures teach both the 

spiritual and organic unity of the church; 
by which all the parts sympathize togeth- 
er; and they command, (2 Cor. viir: 13, 
14) not “ that other men bo eased and we 

burdened; but by an equality, that now 

at this time, our abundance may be a sup- 
ply for their want, that their abundance 
also may be a supply for our want, that 
there may be equality.” They command 
us (Phil, ii; 4,) “to look not every man 

on his own things; but every man also on 

the things of others.” They say: (Gal. 
vi: 2,) “Bear ye one another’s burdens, 
and so fulfil the law of Christ.” But our 

usage practically leaves each congrega- 
tion to bear its own burdens, notwith- 

standing a great, and sometimes an enor- 

mous difference of ability. By our dis- 

jointed method of sustaining this prime 
agency of the church's work, wo entail 
feebleness and failure on many of our 

essays, which are nearly wastes of monej 
and labor, because not directed by the 

best wisdom of the church, or not stead- 
ily sustained by her united means after a 

beginning is made. The Presbyterian 
church has much to learn here from that 

great enemy of Christ’s truth, the Papa- 
cy. This thoroughly knit system appears 
always to have itB men at the right point, 
and money to sustain them there; be- 

cause all act in concert, and each priest 
knows that he depends on the united 

treasury of the church. So, to do its 

work successfully, our church must real- 
ize in action, the scriptural theory of its 

unity of spirit and government. 
i PRESBYTERIAN PRINCIPLES MUST BE CAR- 

RIED OUT. 

To what then shall we look, for mo- 

mentum to overcome the partial indiffer- 

ence arid inertia of individual congrega- 
tions? Religbus establishments by the 

State, and a general religious assessment 

have been repudiated by the common judg- 
ment of our church and community. 
The law of God expressly leaves Chris- 
tians free to use their own judgment in 
the amount of their contributions, say- 
ing, (2 Cor. ix: 7,) “Every man, ac- 

cording as he purposeth in his heart, so 

let him give, not grudgingly, or of neces 

sity.”' There remains therefore no other 

authority save that of the church, and 
this extends only to enlightening, in- 

| structing, and persuading the people, by 
I the love of that “Lord Jecus, who, though 
he was rich, for our sakes became poor;” 
and to the wise direction and administra- 
tions of the contributions of the faithful. 

But our system can never exhibit its 
full vigor, until our church courts be- 
come Presbyterian in fact, as well as in 
name. The different courts must actual- 

ly govern the church, and be the efficient 
media of the power delegated to her by 
her Divine Head. Ministers and conere- 

gations must be governed, as well as in- 
dividual laymen. For instance, Presby- 
teries must prevent those arrangements 
which often virtually sequester and neu- 

tralize ministers, where domestic conve- 

nience or some such motive leads them to 

settle over feeble churches, which in fact j 
are not able, and do not expect to pay 
for and employ their whole time. The 

church as a united whole should possess 
and direct the labor of the whole minis- 

try, as her appointed organ for her grand 
task; and so, the strength of the whole 
must be concerted for their support. 

OBJECTIONS ANSWERED. 

The attempt to organize more efficient- 

ly the service of the Church is not sel- 
dom met by doubts of this general kind. 
We are reminded that the true life of 
the Chureh is the life of sniri^mH'oli- 

of its 

people. It is suggested that the aesire 
for more compact organizations is often 

! the result of the decline of this true 

life? and is a species of attempt (neces- 
sarily vain) to substitute for the life of 

true religion a sort of “ machine reli- 

gion that nearly all the corruptions of 
the Church in past times have arisen thus, 
in the well-meaning but ill-judged essays 
of good men to heal evils of the Church 

I which nothing but true revival can reme- 

j dy; that human foresight, when it goes 
! thus rashly to legislating, can never fore- 
see the ulterior results in which its expe- 
dients will eventuate. And just thus, it 
is said, Popery, with all its spiritual ty- 
ranny, grew up by the human expedients 
of good men. 

Moderator, there is a sense in which 

these remarks are true; valuable, states- 

manlike truths. Especially would I ad- 

mit that it is beyond the reach of man’s 

foresight, to surmise the ulterior work- 
in^ nf human institutions. Nothing but 

o 

tho light of experience, or else the teach- 

ings of Omniscience, can guide us safely 
here. Therefore our wisdom will be, to 

attempt to invent nothing, and to apply 
to the maladies of tho church no other 

expedients but the plans given to us by 
the precepts and precedents of tho Bible. 

For then (and only then) we shall be 

safe; because then we have the safe 

guidance of Omniscience. But I also 

urge, that while the true life and strength 
of the church are spiritual, our Lord has 

manifestly decided that certain instru- 
mentalities are necessary to foster this 
life. lie has ordained tho employment 
of such. lie has resolved to work usual- 

ly through them. Among them arc, ac- 

cording to our Confession, “the reading, 
and especially the preaching of the 
Word.” There is then a true sense in 
which it is our duty to employ “machin- 

ery,” and to expect success proportioned 
to its completeness; that is, God’s own 

! machinery. And now, my desire to ap- 
| ply this more closely adjusted system is 

grounded wholly upon tho belief, that it 
is God’s expedient. God’s machinery ; 
or, in other words; that it is but a more 

correct and full application of the Church 

government laid down for us in the 
New Testament. This I have endeavor- 
ed to show. If I am wrong, let it not 

be adopted; but if I am right in this, we 

need not fear that it will result either in 
the substitution of a “machine religion 
for life in the heart; or that it will eventu- 
ate in an unforeseen perversion of our 

spiritual liberties; for we arc following 
au All-seeing Guide. 

Your temptations are as much a proof 
of God’s love as your comforts. 

Our Foreign Missions. 

HR. WILSON’S ADDRESS. 

It is very apparent from the proceed 
ing9 of Presbyteries this Fall and othw 
expressions of public sentiment in oui 

Church, that there is a growing interest 
in this subject, and a deeper conviction 

gaining ground daily that the impover- 
ished condition of our country cannot 

safely be offered as a plea for neglecting 
it. There is no fact in modern ecclesi 
astical history that is better established 
than this: that attention to the wants ol 
the world abroad is a help rather than a 

hindrance to spiritual prosperity at home. 
If we were to s-;r it is a sure way to 

promote the interests of vital religion in 
our own congre. itions, around our own 

firesides, and in ar own hearts, we should 
be nearer the truth. Dr. Payson elo 

quentlv remarked that when the English 
Church began to reach the full cup of 
salvation to distant India, the overflowing 
drops fell .-rpor.r.^' cwn soil and gladden- 
ed the prospect with new signs of lif< 
and beauty. To her noble Bible and 
Tract Society, and her various Missiona- 

ry organizations, that Church is doubt 
less largely indebted for the blessings of 
the Gospel that have been in the present 
century so richly diffused among her 
own people. In addition to the Free 
Church of Scotland and the .little band 
r>f" AInr;ivinrm liV Dl*. Mil- 

son, we have a striking example in 

the Reformed Dutch Church of this 

country. The growth of this Church 
has been so manifestly the result of it> 
efforts in’ the Foreign Field, that its lead 

ing organ and its best writers and speak- 
ers are accustomed to base their appeals 
in behalf of Missions upon this very 
ground. 

We have not lately heard any address 
to which we listened with more pleasure 
than to that of Dr. Wilson on this subject, 
lately delivered before the Synod of Vir- 

ginia. The evident honesty and sinceri- 

ty of the speaker, approved by severe, 

personal experience in the cause, the 

grace and dignity of his manner, and the 

easy flow of his language were much in 
favor of a good impression when he ad- 
dressed us on this subject, as well as 

when he advocated the cause of Susten- 

tion, not less important and interesting. 
But above and beyond all this, as he un- 

folded one after another the providential 
indications and the active efforts which 
have already opened before our Church 
three great and widely separate fields, it 
was impossible for that large audience of 
Christian people to resist the conviction 
that the great TTend of- the Church was 

now indeed c.»uing Ilis pcbpUtik^fe^m 
after a rich and noble inheritanc^^Wn? 
wide domain purchased by the blood of 
the Redeemer. 

In obedience to the natural desire that 
all in the bounds of the Synod might 
participate in the emotions awakened by 
this discourse we give a full report of it 

below, with the hope that pastors and el 
ders will, at their Monthly Concerts of 

Prayer, and on other suitable occasions, 
make known the interesting facts to their 

congregations. 
The report was made by a member of 

the Synod for the Richmond Dispatch. 
Dr. Wilson took the pulpit about 0 o’clock 

Saturday night, and proceeded to address the 
Synod and a large part of the audience that had 
been assembled to hear the sermon. 

He said that years ago the Church established 
missions among the Indians west of Arkansas, 
viz: Choctaws, Chickasaws, Cherokees, Creeks, 
aud Seminoles. The missionaries were all old 
men. Mr. Byington, eighty years of age, per- forms long rides and laborious services, lie i6 
now in New York superintending the printing of 
the Bible in the Choctaw language, by the Amer- 
ican Bible Society. Before the war the propor- 
tion of church members among these Indians 
was larger in the ratio of their population than 
among the white people of the United States. 
When the war broke out. they warmly espoused 
the Southern cause. lie was among them at the 
time, and was surprised to see to what extent 
the war-dance and other old heathen customs 
were revived among them. Many were slain or 

died from sickness during the war; the churches 
were scattered; religion sufl'ered ; and the peo- 
ple were demoralized. But in six months just 
past a better spirit had been revived, and the 
number of converts last year was larger than 
formerly; the proportion of members in the 
churches is larger than before the war; and the 
aspect of things encouraging. lie could testify 
from personal observation that the work of reli- 
gion among the Choctaws was remarkable for its 
genuine character. They were the best people 
by nature that he had ever seen, and were re- 
markable for their honesty, sincerity, and entire 
devotion to their Master, Jesus Christ. Their 
contributions to the cause of benevolence (espe- 
cially to foreign missions) were, before the war. 

greater than those of churches in more favored 
sections, considering their poverty. When he 
travelled in au open wagon through their coun- 

try, he found the people so honest that he never 

found it necessary to remove his baggage from 
the wagon at night; but as soon as he crossed 
the line into Arkansas, he was told that he must 
take his baggage out at night and put it uuder 
lock and key. Their taste for preaching was 

simple. They did not ask for learned men or 

orators; they only wanted men who could read 
the Bible and explain it to them without exhor- 
tation, and would sit for three hours under these 
familiar discourses. They were willing, they 
said, to take our cast-off ministers if they were 

good men, and could read and explain the Scrip- 
tures. In his travels he often found old men and 
women assembled around pine tires near a meet- 

ing house, learning to read uuder their children, 
who had been taught to read at the schools of 
the missionaries. These old people only aspired 
to learn enough to enable them to read the Bi- 
ble. When the minister arrived at the house of 
a Christian Choctaw on uny day of the week, a 

horn which hung at the door was taken down and 
blown, and soon a congregation was gathered, 
the people coming from every direction, and the 
louder the horn the larger the assembly. Our 
missions are principally among the Choctaws, 
but we have one among the Chickasaws, and one 

among the Cherokees, and expect soon to have 
one among the Creeks. 

The committee is about to establish a mission 
among the Chiuese. Mr. Inslee, with his fami- 

ly, has by this time, it is hoped, arrived in China 
for this purpose. He was formerly an indepen- 
dent missionary there, and published a magazine 
devoted to arts and sciences and religion, which 

j had a large circulation among the Chinese and 

[ Japanese. When he found that the Japanese 

would cut out the parts on arts and sciences an< 

throw the rest way, he put religious artidcson thi 
opposite sides of the pages that held the othei 
matter, so that one could not circulate withou 
the other. Mr. Insleegoesto Hangtschou, on* 

hundred miles west of Shanghai, where no mb- 
siun has ever been established, and where on b 
loriner visit he was well received. It has a mil 
non of people. He will preach, and establisl 
schools to raise up teachers and preachers. Hi 
went by way ot California and Japan. 

The committee hassentoutalady totakecharge 
of a Protestant school of 500 pupils at Naples 
m lia|y. She will have entire liberty to givt 
hem Prote.-iant religious instruction. Her nam« 

is Miss Christina Konzone, an Italian. She re 

sided a year or more in Dr. Wilson’s family, ano 

ue has never known a lady of more eminent tal 
ents or piety, nor one whose theological view.- 
are so clear. In knowledge of Calvin’s Instituti s, 
Dr. Wilson would be willing to put her against 
.mv of our theological students. She is sustaineo 
by our committee, but under the care of the 
•taldensian Synod, as a matter of expediency 
If she were not in connection with some recog- 
nized Church in Italy, she could not labor there 
Dr. Kevel, the representative of that Church, 
resident at Florence, had corresponded with 
aim, and manifested unspeakable joy atihe pros- 
pect of this mission. It was a wonderful event 
Jiat this old Church of the Reformers was al 
lowed to come down from its mountain fastness 
in Switzerland and prosecute evangelical labors 
everywhere in Italy ; and it is a remarkable aud 
gratifying circumstauce that our Southern 
Church is in fellowship and co-operation with 
the Waldenses. 

Two more missionaries are to go to China, 
and they go from the bosom of your own Synod. 

We canuot atford to give up the missionary 
work, poor though we be; it is the life of our 

Church. 
Dr. Wilson alluded to the immense missionary 

results reached by the Moravians, who number 
only oOjOUO or 70,000, and to the work of the 
Free Church of Scotland. 

Twenty-five cents each from our members 
would support our work. He had sent a circular 
to all Sabbath schools, proposing to them to pay 
the expense of our missionary schools by raising 
«-acli an amount sufficient to educate one or more 

children (at an expense of $35 each per year.) 
_1 I_J_*_1 OAllAAla 
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voruble answers guaranteeing the education of 

fifty children. 
Cost of the missions last year. $12,000; debt, 

$1,000 to $2,000. Cost of missions the coming 
year, $15,000 to $20,000. We want not so much 
arge contributions as gifts from all our mem- 

bers. 
Dr. Wilson expressed his gratitude to the 

Synod for their kindness extended *o him, and 
said he lmd been much refreshed and encouraged 
by his visit among them, and should return to his 
home with higher hopes for the future prosperity 
of the Church. 

For the Cetnral Presbytkrtax. 

Brotherly Love. 

xo. H. 

In my last, I promised that this com- 

munication should embrace a description 
of the nature of “Brotherly Love.” And 
in general terms I remark, that it must 

be of precisely the same kind with that 
which the Lord Jesus cherishes towards 
his followers. His directions are, “As 
I have loved you, that ye also love one 

another.” 
Now what is the nature of Christ s 

love to us? 
I. He dwells with satisfaction, compla- 

cency, and delight upon his image, as he 

sees it reflected from a Christian’s soul. 

In this world, Christ never sees the 

glory of his humanity fully illustrated in 

Ifhe heart antHife of any one of his dis- 

ciples. Even those saints who have made 
the highest attainments in grace, feel 
themselves to be very far short of the 
measure of the Saviour’s stature. The 

chopped and broken waves never mirror 
forth the clear heavens in the complete 
distinctness of their outline, and in the 

perfection of their tranquil beanty; and 

the Christian, as long as his heart is dis- 
turbed by the presence of remaining cor- 

ruption, never shines forth before men in 
all the unspeakable splendor that clothes 
the throng around the throne. But every 
stream unless saturated with the mud and 
Gltli of earth, does to a certain extent re- 

flect the sky above it and the trees that 
skirt its batiks; and every Christian, to 

to a greater or less degree, bears upon his 
heart the impress of his Saviour’s like- 
ness. 

That heart Jesus observes in its blem- 
ishes as well as its graces. He notes the 
dark as well as the bright spots,—the 
traces of earth as well as the marks of 
heaven. But with forgiving love he blots 
out the sins, and with a holy delight he 
dwells upon the graces. 

Beho.d our example. Whenever we 

discover Christian excellence, we must 

recognize, and we must love it. It may 
be associated with much that we cannot 

approve, with much that Christian fideli- 

ty and candor will compel us to reprove, 
with much that may mar the symmetry 
of our brother’s character, and lessen the 
usefulness of our brother’s life; but if in 

the midst of surrounding darkness there 
is one single spot that Jesus has irradi- 

ated, we must contemplate it with satis- 
faction and delight, and if with much 
that is unlike the Gospel, there is one un- 

mistakable Christian trait in the charac- 

ter, we must love it. It may be found 
in the nobler walks of life, dignified by 
such worthy names as those of Wilber- 
force, or Lady Huntington; it may 
dwell in a lonely garret, familiar with 

poverty and rags, with cold and hunger; 
or it may shine out from beneath a ser- 

vant’s garb and from a skin of Ebony; 
but wherever we find it, we must love it. 

It is our Master’s image, we must prize 
it. It is the likeness of our Saviour, we 

i must admire and cherish it. 
II. Christ’s love is one of boundless 

I sympathy. 
We sometimes hearken to the whisper- 

ings of uubelief, ahd feel almost like or- 

phans in the wide world, all alone, friend- 
less, and homeless, with none to drop a 

tear over our sufferings, or take a melan- 

choly interest in our sorrows. But such 

suggestions are from the great adversary 
of souls. There is an eye that never 

I slumbers, a heart that nevor grows cold. 

Jesus never forgets, and never grows 

veary. His providences may often lull 

■vith crushing weight upon the believers 

•herished hopes. As we look upward, 
;hey may at times seem dark, mysterious, 
md inexplicable, and the heavens appear 
co hide their smiles in frowns; but even 

tfhen the lightnings are thickest, and the 
thunders are heaviest, an unseen hand is 

lirccting the storm in mercy for the ac- 

jomplishment of our highest, even our 

permanent good. 
He who bore our infirmities and car- 

ried our sorrows while he tabernacled in 

day, still writes them on his throbbing 
aeart above the skies; and there is not a 

pang that shoots across a Christian s 

oreast that does not touch the sympathy 
of our glorified High Priest in heaven. 

Let us go and do likewise. Nay, there 

is no alternative. It is not for us to say. 

Nay; we must copy the Master in this as 

in all other thing. Our love though it 
may not equal, must resemble his. The 

griefs which yonder Christian feels, are 

a brother sgrVaST^ Tls temptations the 

temptations of a brother; his afflictions 
and his pains, his poverty and his want, 
his cold and his hunger,—all, the suffer- 

ings of one for whom Jesus died, and 
u'hn ia hminrl tn tin hv tips which etemitV 
-* 

shall never sever. Shall he bear them 

then, all uncared for and alone ? Shall 

he weep briny tears of anguish because 
he is unpitied and left companionle3s in 

bis trials. Shall our hearts be steeled 

against the pathetic pleas which his suf- 

ferings are constantly urging? That 

were not to follow Christ. It might do 
for the maxim of a selfish, worldly philos- 
ophy; but it is not to imitate our Lord’s I 
example, or to commend his Gospel to an 

ungodly, unbelieving world. 
Ah! there is too much closeness of 

heart among professors of religion; too 

much concentration of our gaze upon per- 
sonal totfbles; too much contracting of 

our sympathies into an absorbing atten- 

tion to our own griefs and a selfish indiffer- 
ence to those of others; too little of that 

expansive charity which rejoices with 

those that do rejoice, and weeps with those 

who weep; too little desire and effort to 

imitate our Great Exemplar, who always 
had a fellow-feeling for other’s woes, and 
exalted as he now is, can still “be touched 
with a feeling of our infirmities.” 

Church of the living God, arise! Clothe 

thyself with thy beautiful garments, and 

shake thyself from the dust. 
III. Our love, in order to be conformed 

to Christ’s, must be active and practical, 
and must incite us to the alleviation of 
the bodily sufferings of our brethren, and 

i to theiirwovritual education. 
was on the earth, how 

pure wasmsphilanthropy, and how active 
were his hands in ministering to the phy- 
sical wants of suffering men! It is need- 
less to specify instances, as crowds of 
them will throng the mind of every 
thoughtful reader. In this respect, our 

love should follow the leadings of his. 
And perhaps one reason, why the provi- 
dence of God presents so many objects 
that call for active help, is that the calls 
to commiseration and charity which ap- 
peal to us from every quarter, may coun- 

teract our natural selfishness, and by 
giving scope to our benevolence may de- 

velop it into more of warmth and expand- 
ed love. We must do good unto all men, 

especially unto them who are of the house- 
hold of faith. So far as we have means 

and opportunity for carrying out the 
beneficent purposes of Christ’s love, we 

must recognize ourselves as his instru 
ments. “Whoso,” says the Apostle 
John, “ hath this world’s goods and 
seeth his brother hath need, and shutteth 

up his breast of compassion from him, 
how dwelleth the love of God in him ?” 
And why not? Just because love to God 
begets love to the brethren, and love to 

the brethren cannot be contracted, selfish, 
parsimonious, grasping. 

And if this divine principle must im- 

pel us to care for the bodies of Christ’s 
people, how much more for their souls! 
The body is but the casket, the soul it 
the real pearl. How careful then ought 
we to be, lest we lay a stumbling block 
in our brother’s way! How watchful 
lest, even in that which we believe to be 
innocent and allowable, we furnish a 

temptation to the conscience of a weak- 

er and more ignorant Christian, and our 

liberty occasion his fall! How full of 

joy should we be, when the souls of be- 
lievers are prospering and the Church in- 

growing in grace! How deeply grieved, 
when the ways of Zion mourn, when few 
come to her solemn feasts, and when ruin 
and desolation drape her beautiful gates 
in mourning! How active in promoting 
the spiritual growth of Christ’s people, 
reclaiming backsliders, comforting the 

mourner, supporting the weak, teaching 
the ignorant, edifying one another, and 
so much the more as we see the day ap- 

proaching ! 
Ah! brethren, we need a new baptism 

of the Holy Ghost; a live coal from off 
the altar to kindle our smoldering fires 
into a flame. We need to sit oftener and 

longer at the feet of Jesus, and to drink 
in deeper, richer draughts of his love, 

that they may flow out in greater depth, 
and power, and fulness and sweetness 

over those for whom Jesus died, and who 

are dearer to him than gem-studded cor- 

onets to princes, more precious to him 

than empires to ambitious warriors, and 

brighter in his eyes to.ui all the twink- 

ling orbs of heaven. 
When shall this baptism come ? When 

shall the spouse of Christ put on her 

snowy vestments? When shall Chris- ^ 

tians deeply and continually feel, that 

they are members one of another ? When 
shall they fully imbibe that spirit of 

brotherly love, which shall make them 

one in heart, one in interest, and one in 

aim, and which shall realize in its per- 
fection that prayer of our blessed Lord’s, 
“ That they may all be one ? 

I will conclude in my next by present- 
in'; some of the considerations which en- 

force the duty of brotherly love upon 
the conscience of the Church. 

“Alphbus.” 

Thoughts for Christian Households in 
View of the Unfavorable Prospects 

of the Coming Winter. 

We have calied attention under another 
caption to the gospel ground of encour- 

agement to Christian activity, and shown 
that it is such as not to be affected by 
unfavorable signs of the times; and also 
that it implies a consecration to the ser- 

vice of God of labor and means, even to 
the sacrifice of the luxuries of life, if ne- 

cessary, and especially a bold and inde- 

pendent refusal to conform to the ex- 

travagances of worldly fashion and sen- 

sualism. The subject has a very special 
application to the present general yom- 
plaint of hard times, present and pros- 
pective. 

God forbid, that, on the back of all 
the trouble and losses which so many 
have endured in time past, or in the front 

of prospective losses of unfavorable times 
before us, we should be found reproach- 
ing the earnest, sincere Christian men 

and Christian households, who sincerely 
desire to carry on the work of the Lord 
as perhaps they were able to do in times 

past. No reproach is intended for any 
save those who can see the Lord’s work 

languish, and plead the hardness of the 
times so complacently, while yet indulg- 
ing themselves and their households not 

only in every proper comfort, but every 
species of self indulgence and selfish ex- 

travagance. Is it a sign of Christian 
progress and advancement when, from 
the embarrassments of the times, the 
Protestant work of the Lord languishes 
—the Protestant ministry half supported 
—Protestant schools abandoned, Protes- 
tant missions broken down, the Protes- 
tant widows and orphan poor turned out 
to fall a prey to the arts of the “ man of 

sin,” or to the depravity of the streets, 
or to starve, among those with whom 
Christ has left them in charge—saying, 
“The poor have ye always with you”— 
while yet in our social gatherings and 

public assemblies are paraded by Chris- 
tian households every sort of extrava- 

gance in dress, from the cradle to faded 
and wrinkled old age—more than suffi- 
cient to supplv the poor with the gospel, 
and the houseless orphans with homes, 
and the hungry with bread for a month, 
out of the extravagances of a single 
night? 

Say not now this is fanatical war upon 
the refinements and elegancies of life.— 
On the contrary, it is really a plea for 
true taste and refinement, as against the 
mere glittering vulgarity of taste that in 
our social life has supplanted the noble, 
quiet, unostentatious refinement of the 
days of our fathers. What would have 
been thought of our style of life by the 
men who laid so broad and deep the foun- 
dations of our Christian social structure, 
and so Titantic in its proportions that 
their Lilliputian descendants are hardly 
able even to pull it down? True refine- 
ment never yet grc*v out of selfish indul- 

gence. Its germinal principle in the soul 
is ambition to pdd to the general comfort 
nnft plpvAtion. Triifi Christian 

still less can grow out of any root of sel- 
fishness. Its first principle is, “Ye know 
the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, who, 
chough he was rich, yet for our eakes be- 
came poor;” and the exhortation which 
inspires its purposes is, Let the same 

tnind be in you which was also in Christ 
Jesus, who. being in the form of God, 
took upon him the form of a servant.— 

Wherefore God hath hiyhly exalted him, 
that at the name of Jesus every knee 
should bow. A high-spirited, noble, 
unselfi-h benevolence must be a prime 
characteristic of all who follow Christ 
Jesus. 

These reflections have special appro- 
priateness to the season and our present 
circumstances. We are approaching a 

winter that bids fair to be one of trial to 
those in humbler circumstances, and of 
much suffering to the poor and destitute. 
The times are indeed growing hard; but 
that only calls upon all Christian peo- 
ple to nerve themselves for self-denial 
and sacrifice. If the suffering must 

come; if the laborers in the field must 
face the trial of actuil want to their 
households; if the widows and orphans 
must nerve themselves to endure the win- 
ter blasts with scanty shelter and food; 
if the miserable destitute of the streets 

must exhibit still more misery, then, at 

least, let not Christians and Christian 
households add to the suffering, and bring 
reproach on Christ’s name, by rolling in 
their chariots, arrayed in purple and fine 
linen, while Christ’s poor, like Lazarus, 
lie uncared for at their gates. 

F. C. Commonwealth. 

John Howe or.ee observed two men in 
a violent passion. Their mutual cursing 
shocked his religious sensibilities. He 
looked at them, raised his hat, and said 
in a solemn voice: 

“I pray God to bless you both!” 
This prayer so impressed the quarrel- 

some men that they ceased their strife 
and thanked Mr. Howe for his supplica- 
tion. 
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Delinquent Subscribers. 
Notice was given, more than two months 

ago, that (beginning with the present 
year, July 20th) subscribers failing to 

pav within three months would be charged 
$5. 

Upon the suggestion of judicious 
friends of the paper, and wishing to grant 
all possible indulgence at a time when so 

many are embarrassed for want of money, 
the operation of this rule will be suspend- 
ed till the 1st of December. 

This postponement is a personal incon- 

venience aud loss, and the many who can 

pay their arrearages, are earnestly re- 

quested to do so at once, whether it be 
for this year or for years preceding. 
A MOTHER’S CROWNING GLORY. 

The character of our true Virginia Matron, 
presented last week, was so sweet and strong 
because it was Christian. Its crown was the 
peculiar type of piety by which the \ irginia 
matron of the olden time was characterized.— 
It was a piety which must be long and inti- 

mately known, m order to be appreciated.— 
Formed, not in the glare of publicity, nor 

amidst the unwholesome intoxication of mod- 
ern religious dissipation, but in the calm and 
pure retirement of home, it was nurtured by 
the quiet study of the word ot God, by medi- 
tation, and by the noiseless performance of un- 

obtrusive duty. It was not a piety which cul- 
tivated an ostentatious and pragmatic bustle, 
at the cost of spiritual pride, and ignorance ot 
self. It had not expunged from its Bible that 
old rule of the Saviour, so obsolete now in the 

phariseism of the day. “ Let not thy left hand 
know what thy right hand doeth.’ Nurtured 
by humility, and self-knowledge, and the sin- 
cere milk of the word, it was too enlightened 
to be blown about with every wind of doctrine; 
but it thrust aside the vain religious novelties 
of human invention, without a moment’s waver- 

ing, and by a clear and simple insight, while 

many a Doctor of other latitudes, learned with 
“philosophy falsely so-called,” was seduced 
and deceived by them. This modest piety was 

not noisy in the temple, nor fanatical in re- 

penting of other people’s sins, nor boastful of 
its own excellence; but would you see it in its 
strength, you must follow the Christian mother 
to the nursery, where she led the feet of her 
little ones, patiently, resolutely, un veariedly, 
tenderly, along the arduous paths of godliness; 
or to the cabin where she toiled for the once 

pagan Africans, teaching their dark minds the 
rudiments of redemption; or to the dying cot 
of the poor negro, where she shone with un- 

conscious radiance, as an angel of mercy amidst 
the darkness; or, best of all, to her secret 

evening prayer. But no; to that sacred spot 
in the upper chamber, or it may be, the vacant 

corner amidst her household goods, where she 

prayed to “Him that seeth in secret,” we 

dared not intrude. She never told us what she 
did there, when she withdrew so regularly, at 

evening, to that spot; the communion was too 
sacred and lowly to be paraded before any hu- 
man eye, even though it were that of her own 

child. But we had no need to ask ; the peace- 
ful halo which her face brought down into the 
twilight, from her converse with heaven, the 
gentle step, the silent caress with which she 
gathered us to her knees, told us her errand, 
and assured us that her love had not forgotten 
us, while with her God. Thus the religion of 
her home was one of simple faith, and of a 

sound mind, of love unfeigned, ot modest re- 

serve, of abounding good works. 

We have now delineated the character be- 
fore us in a few ot its more obvious traits ; its 

diligence, its courtesy, its culture, its chivalry, 
and loftiness, its affections and its piety.— 
Well do we know that your own memories have 
outrun at every step, and that we have not at- 

tained to the fulness of that picture which you 
form for yourselves out of the materials of 

your own experience. Nor is there cause to bo 
sorry that it is so. 

Let us now briefly glance at one of the 
* .1 .1 V I. 

sources oj in is cnurucier ui we ? lrgiuia tauj. 

The prime source of its peculiar excellencies 
was the Bible and its influences. The peculi- 
arity of the religion of the generation which 
is now passing away, was its scriptural source. 

Books were few ; and it was rare that any book 
was read, which had not come from the hand 
of a great master. This ill-starred activity of 
the press was then unknown, which has now 

flooded the land with a tide of mediocrity and 
published stupidity or folly. Nothing less than 
a national reputation, such as that of a New- 
ton or Bunyan, was then likely to gain a place 
for a religious book in the library of a culti- 
vated Christian family. There was no Sunday 
School Union—a good thing so largely and un- 

happily perverted—to train the infant novel- 
reader, by its pitiful religious fictions. Hence, 
the le’igious ideas and sentiments imbibed, 
came chiefly from the Word of God, and were 

of a healthy and vigorous type. The absence 
of excess, and of unhealthy religious dissipa- 
tions, in the home life of the country, the rou- 

tine of innocent occupations and ennobling 
duties, with the deeply fixed habits of devo- 
tion which prevailed, gave to the Christianity 
of that day a depth and purity, which, wo fear, 
is seldom seen now. 

Another moulding influence of the character 
we have described was home education. We 
do not mean by this that there were no schools 
other than day schools; or that the literary 
culture was inferior to that now enjoyed.— 
Schools were indeed smaller, and the boarding 
school was but another home, not large enough, 
nor public enough to have last its domestic 
character. That affair, so often the nuisance 
of our day—a female college, (by which we 

have to “guess,’ the \ankee progressive in- 
tends, not what he says, viz : a college which 
is itself endued with the attribute of sex, but a 

college for females.) was then happily unknown. 
Seminaries for young ladies were what they 
ever should be—private schools, where the 
girl, removed from her own house, was trained 
in letters, manners, and piety by a matron who 
was truly another parent, amidst the privacy 
and home influences appropriate to the elevation 
and delicacy of the female character. In these 
or the private schools at or near their own 

homes, our mothers were carried over less ex- 
tent of nominal studies; but they were more 

thoroughly grounded in those they undertook. 
And if we may estimate the result of education 
by that which should be its true test, the train- 
ing of the mind and heart for the true appre- 
ciation and enjoyment of their proper food, 
then they were educated women. Especially 
did they possess this invaluable result of men- 
tal culture, which the more shallow and glit- 
tering education of our day fails so often to 
confer, a taste for good reading. They pre- 
tended perhaps, to few accomplishments, but 
they were fit associates and equals for noble 
and cultivated men, and not unprepared to 

join in any high argument of statesmanship, 
or theology, or practical affairs, into which 

they entered. 

CONVENTIONS AND THE CHURCH. 

The vaulting and vaunting ambition of a 

certain class of laymen, who have the itch of 
talking themselves into a greater notoriety 
than the ordinary course of ecclesiastical meet- 

ings affords, and the well meant efforts of 
others to find out new methods of converting 
the world, threaten to get up so much religious 
machinery outside ot the Church that we 

shall, by and by, have to go out of what is 

usually termed the “visible fold” to look for 
our brethren. There is no end of Conventions 
and their assumptions. We feel like putting 
forth a note of warning in advance agaiust 
this thing, which is running to a degree of re 

ligious riot and amazing pomposity among our 

energetic and wide awako neighbors in the 
North and West. We would not wish to say 
aught against good men and good works, but 
to our mind, and as we have learned the les- 
sons of experience, high religious festivals and 
rapturous demonstrations of brotherly love are 

net always the signs of a sound state ot reli- 
gion or a prevalent Christian charity. And 
when people are gifted with such an enlarge 
rnent of zeal that the bounds of Zion do not 

afford scope enough for their efforts, but they 
must go outside to do what they might more 

quietly have done at home, and then boast 
that they are ahead of the Church, we are 

apt to think that their zeal is ahead of their 

knowledge, and that their labors and speeches, 
however well meant, tend to confusion and 
disorder. 

In the happy Constitution of our republican 
system of Presbyterianism there is a place for 
every manthere ia i%nty of room for all 
diversities of gifts. The layman can speak in 
the prayer meeting, or the Sabbath School, 
visit from house to house in the congregation, 
rule in the Session, and make himself heard in 
the deliberations of the Presbytery, the Synod, 
and the General Assembly. The two last are 

great annual conventions of God’s people, and 
the Presbytery is a semi-annual meeting in 
which ministers and officers of the Church are 

called together to consider things pertaining to 

the Kingdom, and wljere every thing directly 
affectimr the moral and spiritual welfare and 

happiness ot man and the success of religion 
is a legitimate subject of inquiry. These are 

family meetings of our good old mother the 

Church, within whose house we learned our 

first lessons, and until we have tried to their 
full extent the effect of these social and reli- 
gious reunions, and found them wanting in 

adaptation to the highest and holiest ends, 
we are inexcusable if our best efforts are ex- 

pended upon some new scheme of man's de- 
vice. 

There is in some of these Conventions a 

9pirit of fault-finding towards the ministers of 
Christ, and an impatience and wanb ot respect 
towards the preachiug of the Gospel in the 
regularly appointed way—though it be the 
principal means ordained by the Head of the 
Church for the advancement of His Kingdom 
among men. The gentlemen of the laity seem, 
in some instances, inclined to take every thing 
in their own hands, and one who calmly reads 
their crude speeches and contemplates their 
various measures proposed for doing the work 
of the Lord, may form some idea of the flimsy 
literature and loose theology which the Church 
would soon have, if the regular teachers of 

religion were made to yield the ground to such 
indiscreet and reckless guides. There never 

was a day when there was more need of thor- 

ough preparation, and system, soundness, and 
wisdom in the pulpit and the pastoral work. 

The very facts now passing under review 
show that leading Christians themselves need 
to be instructed in the order of God’s house. 
Not considering the vital importance of a 

trained ministry, they would bl^^ly commit 
the Church to 3 religious fatal 

to the ends which they profess t^Sve in view. 

They would destroy the school where they 
learned all they rightly know of religious truth 
and duty, and under their high pressure sys- 
tem, produce a race of religious dwarfs and 
fanatics, whose pretensions would be in an 

inverse ratio to their diminutive knowledge 
and wisdom. 

The Young Men’s Christian Association is a 

very good institution in its place, and so are 

other societies for the union of Christians with a 

a view to some special work. But all of them 
need to be held in with bit and bridle. The 
Moral Reform societies, it is well known, have 

_j j:_:_j aa:. 
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ranks; and some which profess religious ends 
founded upon the Bible have been so perverted 
as to yield, as we all too well know, the bitterest 
fruitsof fanaticism. Hence the best of all moral 
andreligiousorganizationsoutsideof the church 
are looked upon with suspicion by many good 
men,and their excesses have driven some of those 
who really sympathize in their objects, to for- 
sake them altogether, and fly for safety to the 
Church of God and the institutions strictly 
within its pale, as the only proper guardians 
of Christian effort. 

We have noticed this fall in our Synods and 
Presbyteries a deplorable scarcity of lay repe- 
sentatives. We imagine that in most cases 

they are quite as well able in pecuniary strength 
to attend these meetings as their ministers are. 

As the present is, according to one of our co- 

temporaries, emphatically a day of Conven- 
tions,” we are led to hope that the first care 

of elders, deacons, and other members of our 

churches will be to see that each congregation 
is constitutionally represented in those old 
fashioned assemblages where the prayers and 
counsels of Christians are so much needed to 

make them efficient to the promotion of the 
cause; and that before the prevalent spirit of 
imitation introduces any new schemes, we will 
all be fully led to look to the operations of our 

Church, with its several committees for For- 
eign and Domestic Missions, Publication, and 
Education, and see if the organizations, the 
Conventions, and all the ordering of our house 
is not adapted to carry out the highest views 
for the moral and spiritual renovation of man 

and afford the widest scope to individual zeal 
in the cause of the Master. 

Failure of Papers.—We were exceedingly 
mortified last week to find, by some mistake 
of the pressman, the issue of the paper fell 
short about 250 copies. Most of our subscri- 
bers in New York, Baltimore, St. Louis, and 
several other points North and West, failed in 
this way to receive their papers. We regret- 
ted this mistake all the more, because the 
proceedings of the Synod of Virginia were 
looked for with great interest by many in 
these cities whose hearts are still warmly at- 
tached to their mother State. The debates 
published this week will in some degree supply 
the loss, and we hope no apology on this ac- 

count will be necessary again. 

Mrs. Anne S. Rice.—It is proposed to 
erect a suitable tomb-stone at the grave of 
Mrs. Rice, widow of Rev. John H. Rice, D D., 
in the Cemetery at Union Theological Semi- 
nary. Contributions for this purpose can be 
sent to Central Presbyterian office, box 452. 

Dr. and Mrs. Rice had a very wide circle of 
friends, both in Virginia and beyond it, and if 
all who would like to unite in this testimonial 
would only contribute a small sum, it would 
be completed at once. 

EDITORIAL CORRESPONDENCE. 
To note the mere routine of a journey to 

Nashville would be to no profit tor either the 
writer or the reader. Only a few items shall 
be set down, and these without tedious remark. 

Leaving Richmond on the 16th instant, I 
spent the first night in Salem, Va. The first 

night I ever passed in that pleasant village, 
embosomed in one of the most beautiful little 
valleys in the land, was in 1836. The next 

day was the Sabbath, and I preached to a 

small congregation worshipping in a room oc- 

cupied, if I remember, as a school room. The 
church now has a spacious edifice, recently en- 

larged and improved, and the labors of a be- 
loved pastor, brother Blanton, are much en- 

couraged by large additions, so that the mem 

berebip of this well ordered and efficient church 
is, I believe, about 180. In 1836 the cause oi 

Presbyterianism from Salem to the Tennessee 
line was, in general, but feebly sustained. A 

great change has been wrought; and though 
“there remaineth yet very much land to be 

possested,” there is probably no part of the 

Synod of Virginia where, on the whole, so 

much progress has been made, or where the 

prospect is now so promising. 
On Saturday afternoon my halt for the pur- 

pose of spending the Sabbath, was at a little 

village about forty miles South of Knoxville, 
Tennessee, with the inviting name of Sweet 

Water. Here the little church, in conjunction 
with the one at Madison, nine miles distant, 
has recently settled the Rev. William W. 
Morrison, late of Lake City, Florida, as their 
pastor. The whole valley ot the Holston it 
one of unsurpassed agricultural and mineral 
wealth, and must rapidly improve. The peo- 
ple are of the old Scotch Irish stock to a ver} 

great extent, and the prospects of our Church 
are exceedingly encouraging. It is known 
how terribly this country has been torn by po- 
litical, ecclesiastical and social dissension.— 
But it is a remarkable fact, and one exceed- 

ingly gratifying, that a very large portion ot 

the people who were Northern in their politi- 
cal affinities, now greatly prefer Southern ec- 

clesiastical connections. They abhor radical- 
.ism, and prefer to have Southern, not North 
ern ministers or tne gospei. xanaee cnurcn- 

politics do not suit this country, and the 
preachers of that stripe are leaving. It is due 
to the truth of history to say that quite a 

number of them have run off because their 
characters had run down. They are now pro 

bably so well found out, even by their North- 
ern brethren, that they are not likely to flour- 
ish again so conspicuously in their General 
Assemblies and newspapers, as during the few 
years just past. Let me say that there is an 

excellent field for two or three active, working 
men in this Presbytery of Knoxville, and the) 
ought to be there without delay. 

On Monday, the 18th, I received in Hunts 
ville, Alabama, just such a cordial welcome 
from the household of our venerable brother, 
Dr. Ross, as so many others have experienced, 
and it was my pleasure to receive thirty-one 
years ago, when he lived in Tennessee.— 
Huntsville, a city of about five thousand in 

habitants, is too well known for its beautiful 
situation, refined society, and other attractions, 
to justify any enlarged notice. Having spent 
part of a day in driving and walking through 
and around it, my admiration of its advantages 
for a delightful home, stands at a high point 
in the scale. The pastor of the Presbyterian, 
church, Dr. Ross, is at work with all the en- 

thusiasm of a young man in building up, and re- 

pairing the desolations of wrar. Sad havoc was 

made, and his church, like so many others, 
has been sorely tried; but the Lord has not 

forsaken them. Let it be hoped that one who, 
through all the ordeal of the war, has stood 
with an unfaltering heart, true to his princi 
pies under the menace of “unreasonable and 
wicked men,” may yet live to find the work of 
the Lord prospering in his hands more thau 
ever, and that the wise measures he and 
people have taken in building a noble house 
tor God, and providing for schools which shall 
be nurseries of true religion, may give him 
fruit which shall make bis last years the most 

useful and happy of his life! 

GENERAL ASSEMBLY. 

The General Assembly of the Presbyterian 
Church in the United States met according to 

appointment, on Thursday, the 21st day of 

November, A. D., 1867, in the First Presbyte- 
rian church, Nashville, Tenn., at 11 o’clock, 
A. M. 

Rev. A. H. Kerr, D. D., Moderator of the 
last Assembly, preached the opening sermon 

from the text: 
Great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised 

in the city of our God, in the mountain of hta 
holiness. For this God is our God for ever 

and ever; he will be our guide even unto 

death.”—Psalm xlviii: 10,14. 
The attendance ot members on the first day 

was very good. We notice that all the minis- 
terial delegates from Virginia were present. 

Rev. Dr. T. V. Moore was elected Modera- 
tor, and Rev. J. E. C. Doremus temporary 
Clerk. 

The Commissioners from the Presbytery of 
the Patapsco being present, their Memorial 
was read, and it was then resolved that the 
Presbytery be received under the care of the 

Assembly, and Rev. J. A. Lefevre, and Elder 
Dickson be enrolled as members, and the Pres- 
bytery be attached to the Synod of Virginia. 

Rev. J. A. Lefevre then rose and made a 

few brief remarks, which were happily re- 

sponded to by Rev. Dr. Moore, who warmly 
welcomed that Presbytery to the Assembly. 

On Friday, the delegation from Kentucky 
was received, and heard through the Rev. 
Stuart Robinson, and a committee of nine was 

appointed to whom the whole matter was re- 

ferred. 
The next meeting of the Assembly will be 

in the Franklin St. church, Baltimore, (Dr. 
Bullocks,) on the third Thursday of May, 1868, 
at 11, A. M. 

The late hour at which our Nashville papers 
were received, prevents our giving a longer 
report. The outside of the next paper will 
be occupied with the proceedings ot each day. 

Important Action.—Our readers are re- 

quested to give a careful consideration to the 
paper adopted by the Synod on the subject of 
Ministerial Support, and which was published 
in our last paper. The compact and forcible 
argument of Dr. Dabney which we are also en- 

abled to publish, presents a clear exposition of 
the scheme proposed. This subject and the 
action of the Synod will come before the Pres- 
byteries at their next meeting, and the action 
will determine its fate. From the unanimity 
with which most of it was adopted in the 
Synod it may be anticipated that most if not 
all of our Presbyteries also will adopt it, possi- 
bly with some minor modifications. It certain- 
ly commends itself to the warm approbation of 
our brethren generally, who have reflected up- 
on it. That we greatly need a more thorough 
organization in this thing is plain ; or rather 
a more complete and consistent carrying out of 
Presbyterian principles already recognized.— 
While resisting all improper concentration of 
power, while holding up the just rights of 
Presbyteries, let us not forget that the Church 
is one. We must remember that the proper 
action of each member is in connection with 
the body. We rejoice in such views as were 

presented by Dr. J. Leighton \V ilson; when 

the Church shall be brought to act fully upon 

them, we shall see it awakened to a new life, 
and putting forth a power that will cause our 

Zion speedily to “arise and shine, her light be- 

ing come, and the glory of the Lord being 
risen upon her.” The Lord hasten a day so 

blessed, and enable us all to see eye to eye, and 
move forward as one band of brethren, so that 
both they who sow and they who reap may 
rejoice in the harvest gathered unto eternal 
life. 

The substance of the speech of Dr. V ilson 
will doubtless be reported in the proceedings 
of the General Assembly, where the same sub- 
ject will come up. We therefore reserve a re- 

port for that time. 

“Retracing its Steps,” &c.—A minister 
from the North called at the office of the Cen- 
tral Presbyterian the other day and asked for a 

copy of the paper containing the proceedings 
of the Synod of Virginia which, as he had 
heard, “had retraced its steps on the ordi- 
nation of colored men. The Aew lark Ob- 
server, in its account of the discussion on this 
subject says that, “ 

a favorable change is com- 

ing over the minds of Southern ministers; 
they are seeing things with new eyes, or with 
more light;” and takes credit to itself for its 
discussion and prognostications of some twelve 
months ago, as if instrumental in this good 
work. The Philadelphia Presbyterian, to a 

much fairer and more honorable report of the 
speeches and action in Synod, adds this closing 
sentence: “Our Southern brethren are mov- 

ing into the liuht.” 
Now in reply to all these kind intimations 

we have merely to suggest that the adoption of 
the paper in question proves nothing of the 
sort. The Synod of VirgViia could not retrace 
its steps, for it had never taken any; and 
when at its first meeting, after the Assembly’s 
action, it merely asks that the Assembly allow 
Presbyteries exclusively to manage a question 
wnicn tne Assembly in its own paper, conceded 
that they had a right to control. we do not see 

where is the great evidence of a change of 
opinion. We who are on the ground are not 
able to discover that this action is different 
from what the Synod of A irginia might very 
naturally have done a year ago, had the neces- 

sity for it existed. 

Hebrew Christian Brotherhood.—This or- 

ganization located at No. 22, Bible House, New 
York, issues over the signature of 4he Presi- 
dent, Rev. Charles E. Harris, a Circular, in 
which its objects are set forth, and ^Christians 
every where are invited to cooperate with it 
by their prayers and benevolent efforts. It is 
composed of converted Jews, but on its Board 
of Managers we find a number of the leading 
ministers of New York and other cities. Its 
objects are, by public meetings, and tracts and 
books to demonstrate to the Jews the Messiah- 
ship of Jesus, and to secure employment for 
those converts from Judaism who are cutoff 
from their former relation to the Jews, and are 

frequently without means to support them- 
selves. The Jewish population in the United 
States is, by a recent census 250,000, of which 
50,000 are in the city of New York. 

RECENT PUBLICATIONS. 

An Elementary Grammar ok the English 
Language, by Geo. T. Holmes, LL. D., 
Professor of History, General Literature and 
Rhetoric in the University of Virginia.— 
Richardson & Co., New York. With the 
imprint also of D. II. Maury, New Orleans, 
and M. Morfit, Baltimore. 
Our readers will, we know, wish that this 

Grammar may prove to be acceptable and pop- 
ular in our Southern schools. AA'e therefore 
advise such as are interested in the work of 
education, to procure a copy and see whether 
it ought to be so. To our oursory review it 
bears the marks of scholarship and close re- 

search, with enough of innfl,v*lion on ostub- 

J^MAj^^natical rules antf*constructions to 

^^WgTCeable employment to those who are 

fond of discussing such matters. Our neigh- 
bor of the Richmond Dispatch, who is becom- 
ing very oracular in the strain in which he is 
wont to deliver his opinions on all questions of 
Grammar, devotes nearly two columns to show 
his dissent from some of the positions of the 
new book; and some other people will proba- 
bly differ from him as much as he differs from 
the Professor. He says that it is “downright 
nonsense” to contend for Professor Holmes’ 
view of the subjunctive mood, and with equal 
confidence disposes of his remarks as to the use 

of the participle in “ The house is build- 
mg. The bread is baking, dire. I he Dis- 
patch is in favor of that other barbarism being 
built—being baked, which Mr. Holmes discards, 
(though we wish he had discarded both;) and 
to fortify its position quotes from the Dean of 
Canterbury, Mr. Bingham, of North Carolina, 
the Charlottesville Chronicle, Horace Greely, 
Thurlow Weed, the Albany Knickerbocker, 
the New York Herald,, and the New York 
Times. The Dispatch winds up its review 
with the following high compliment to the 
Grammar, and its own astuteness in the detec- 
tion of errors: 

* The reader will doubtless con- 

clude that it must be an excellent Grammar 
which contains no more faults than we have 

pointed out.” 
Rule 16th giving an objective to intransitive 

verbs, as in “/dreamt a dream" is rather a 

novelty; and rule 18th allowing two accusa- 

tives after verbs of asking, giving, dec., 
though not altogether new, seems more in ac- 

cordance with Latin than English construc- 

tion. “His father gave Henry a watch,” 
6eems to us more naturally parsed by supply- 
ing the preposition "to" before Henry, than 
by perplexing the mind of the pupil with two 

objects to the verb. 
These and other questions will wc hope give 

rise to an examination of the book, that will 
make it sell, and eventually establish its merit 
and its circulation. 

On the Sin of Sending Protiwtant Chil- 
dren to Roman Catholic Schools. By 
C. W. Andrews, D. I)., of Shepherdstown, 
West Virginia. 
A new edition of this tract has been pub- 

lished “at the instance and at the expense of 
several private gentlemen, in aid of the differ- 
ent associations, of which there is one in Bal- 
timore and one in St. Louis, for educating the 
daughters of our impoverished families of the 
South. Copies of it will be mailed to the Pro- 
testant clergy of the South, who can have it 
sent to such persons as they may specify, by 
forwarding the names with postage to the pub- 
lishers, J. & W. J. Entwisle, Alexandria, un- 

til the edition is exhausted.” 
The writer truly says, that the Roman Cath- 

olics are availing themselves of the calamities 
which have fallen upon our people, to extend 
their Church by the offer of gratuitous educa- 
tion to the daughters of Protestant families of 

high social position, which the war has thrown 
into circumstances of pecuniary distress; and 
asks what more cruel use could be made of our 

misfortunes? The propositions presented in 
this tract are boldly and ably discussed, and 

may be read with profit, ought to be read at 

once, by every Protestant who, upon any plea 
whatever, has been induced to send, or to think 
of sending, a child to a Roman Catholic 
School. 

The noble effort of our friends in the cities 
above referred to, to provide education for the 

impoverished daughters of the South, and at 
the same timecountcract the effort of the Cath- 
olic schools to take advantage of our necessi- 
ties, is worthy of our cordial and grateful ap- 

preciation, and we wish it abundant success. 

School Books, &c.—Mr. Edward J. Hal 
bach, of Charlottesville, Va„ sends us copies 
of the latest publications of Messrs. John P. 
Morton & Co., of Louisville, Ky., whose agent 
he is for the States of A irginiaand North Car- 
olina. 

They are the Primary Arithmetic, Interme- 
diate Arithmetic, Arithmetic for Academics 
and High Schools, and the Algebra of Mr. P. 
A. Towne, formerly Principal of the Barton 
Academy, Mobile, Alabama; and a volume of 
Original Dramas, Dialogues, Declamations, 
and Tableaux Vivans for School Exhibitions, 
May-Day Celebrations and Parlor Amusement, 
by Mrs. Russell Kavanaugh, of Lebanon, Ky. 
These works are all worthy of careful examina- 
tion and comparison by the teachers of the 
South. The last mentioned meets a demand 
which is very urgent at every summer vacation 
for speeches, dialogues, &c., inasmuch as in 
addition to its May Queen pocty it has little 
speeches and verses for children of every age. 
The few pieces of “ American Oratory,” for 
declamation by advanced pupils, are however 
not happily chosen; and, singularly, there is 
included among them an article on “Taxation 
in England,” by Sidney Smith. The number 
of Original Dramas,” the least desirable part 
of the book, is out of proportion to the rest, 
consuming as it does more than three-fourths 
of the pages. 

The Richmond Eclectic for December, has 
the following "table of contents: 1. W. Grim- 
ahaw, John Foster, Charlotte Bronte. ‘J. Pro- 

roguing Parliament. 3. Balzac—llis Life and 
uareer. au iiiumuiu mauujt. o. imuaus 

Upon English. 6. The Sorrows of Louis Na- 
poleon. 7. Moorish and Toledo Swords. 8. 
Science and Art. 9. Editorial Notice. 

ministerial Support. 

ACTION OF TllE SYNOD OF VIRGINIA. 

The important paper adopted by the Synod, 
and furnished by the assistant Stated Clerk, 
was published in last week’s number of the 

Central Presbyterian, showing the precise lan- 
guage of the document as it originally came 

from the Committee as well as that which was 

finally agreed upon. We give this week on the 
first page, the argument of Dr. Dabney, the 
Chairman of the Committee, and the reader 
will find below (as reported by a member of 
Synod for the Richmond Dispatch,) the main 

points of the discussion to which several of the 

resolutions gave rise; particularly the 5th sec- 

tion of the 5th resolution (finally stricken out,) 
which empowered the Chairmen of Presbyterial 
Committees to bring before Presbytery com- 

plaints from congregations against the pastor, 
for not making suitable pulpit preparations 
and not devoting his time mainly to their spir- 
itual improvement after they had provided him 
a competent support. 

The resolutions were taken up seriatim, and 
the debate was mainly about the power which 
they gave to the chairmen of Presbyterial com- 

mittees to look into the affairs of churches, 
and the constitutionality of any third party 
between the Presbytery and the churches. 

The first resolution, requiring weekly collec- 
tions, was so amended as merely to 1‘ 

recom- 

mend ” them. 
Rev. Thomas L. Preston objected to the 

second resolution, which recommends cooper- 
ation with the General Assembly in the work 
of Sustentation. His Presbytery (Lexington) 
had refused such cooperation. Dr. Wilson, 
who spoke last night, whom he respected, and 
whom every one that knew him or had ever 

heard of him respected, had said he was pained 
at this action of this Presbytery. He would 
not have regarded the remark if it had not 

..oiy JjflTi jw* uo much ir.fluoooo in the 

iffWBBi^vssembly said he was pained at a 

Presbytery’s doing what they had a right t* 

do, he regretted to hear such an expression? 
His Presbytery had taken its position, and if 
it was wrong, did not wish to maintainjt; 
but if they had a right to do what they Mid. 
he did not see why such an expression should 
be used, as if they had been guilty of a crime. 

Dr. Wilson explained. The General As- 
sembly had not arbitrarily dictated any course 

of action to Presbyteries; they had a right to 
elect their own method of carrying on their 
operations. He had intended to use no harsh- 
ness. lie did not censure the Presbytery for 
such an election, but was pained by the protest 
of the Presbytery, as if the Assembly had 
adopted some despotic measure to coerce the 
Presbyteries, when their action was only a 

mild recommendation. He was glad to say 
that out of forty-six Presbyteries forty two 
had agreed to co-operate with the General As- 
sembly. The resolution was adopted. 

Dr. Pick objected to the 1st section of the 
5th resolution on the ground that it empow- 
ered the chairman of the Presbyterial Mission- 
ary Committee to see to it." that the 
churches contributed. He would like to know 
what this meant. It was the duty of the 
Church Sessions to order collections, and we 

might as well have an agent to order our min- 
isters when to preach on justification, and when 
to preach on sanctification. 

Mr. Shearer said that the resolution as it 
read now made the Chairman of the Mission- 
ary Committee a censor, and gave him inqui- 
sitorial power; he therefore moved a verbal 
change. 

Rev. 11. Mcllwaine said that the expres- 
sion was “see;” there was no “to it;” and 
the to it” was, he supposed, the hard part. 
This (said Mr. Mcllwaine) is a new office, and 
we may as well discuss it now. He thought it 
a most desirable function to be conferred.— 
There is a lack ot Presbyterial power. West 
Hanover Presbytery had resolved that its 
churches should contribute to Foreign Mis- 
sions ; and out of nineteen churches only sev- 

en had contributed. I know that brethren 
will cry out about Diocesan assumption, and 
the introduction of rules not warranted by the 
Constitution. Mr. Mcllwaine advocated the 
resolution on the ground that it gave the officer 
in question the power to inquire into pastoral 
efficiency. The pastoral relation was too often 
regarded as a marriage, to continue tor life.— 
He alluded to instances in which the continu- 
ance of pastors had been an evil, and thought 
the measure necessary in such cases. 

Rev. Edward Martin was glad Mr. Mcll- 
waine had brought out his point, which he 
b ared was the point of that paper. It was in- 
quisitorial and unconstitutional. The Presby- 
tery already had the right, by our law, to in- 
quire into cases of pastoral inefficiency. 

He begged Synod to pause; it is better for 
“Sustentation to go to pieces than for us to 
countenance such au invasion of the Constitu- 
tion. 

Dr. Converse bad heard the address in be- 
half of Sustentation last night with an earnest 
desire that its advantages, through the agency 
of the love ot God, should be extended to every 
church and minister in our bounds. There 
was no conflict in the remarks of Mr. Martin 
and Mr. Mcllwaine, as the agent is the ser- 

vant of the Presbytery. 
Rev. Mr. Miller, of Petersburg, hesitated be- 

cause he was a chairman of an executive commit- 
tee of missions, and he thought that if these new 

powers were contcrred on the office, all who at 

present held it should vacate it, in order that 
the appointments might be made afresh. He 
had heard so much about the Old Virginia 
doctrine of strict construction to-day, that lie 
was dizzy. lie hardly knew where he was, or 

where power was, or whether thero was any 
power at all. It reminded him of the incred- 
ulous person who examined the automaton to 
see where the man who was in it had hid him- 
self; turning it round and round, and looking j 
into every hole and corner. So we have turn- 
ed over the General Assembly, the Synod, and 
the Presbytery, looking tor power. Mr. Mil-, 
ler argued for the existence of power in the ori-1 

final constitution of the Presbyterian Church. 
f it was not conferred by the laws of the Kirk 

of Scotland he knew not where in human com- 

pacts it could be found. There was power 
wrapped up in the fi.»t of our General Assem- 
bly. This meek-minded paper onlv proposed 
to “enjoin” or to “recommend, it was a 

harmless document, that could hurt nobody. 
He asked if we could not delegate to a man or 

body of men under our control that which we 

have a right to do ourselves. This is all we 

proposed to do. We want a pastor for vacant 

spaces like the chairman proposed in the pa- 
per. 31r. Miller was opposed to putting a fin- 
ger upGn thoesc churches where the pastors 
arc regularly paid. 

Rev. P. II. Bowman had read the resolu- 
tion, and considered that the powers conferred 
upon the proposed chairman constituted a new 

office. 
Rev. Mr. Leps advocated the resolution as 

desirable to promote the efficiency of the 
Church. 

Rev. Mr. Hooper said his Presbytery had all 
the usual committees, but^did not object to 
this, lie explained its operation, and believed 
it necessary to promote the highest efficiency 
of the Church. It was no new exercise of 

Kwer, but a syxtematizin[fi%f the labors of 
esbyteries. 
Rev. Mr. Pitzer said the proposed chairman 

was a Presbyterial spy.# 
Dr. Moore said no minister would make an 

offensive use of the office. 
Dr. Dabney argued that the office was strict- 

ly within constitutional bounds, and said that 
while it is shown to be what we all want- 

presto! we have made a prelate. The pres- 
ence of our beloved brother here (Dr. Wilson) 
as the representative of the General Assembly 
is a living instance of the sort of medium 
which we require between the higher and the 
lower body. What is everybody s business is 
nobody’s business. The whole meaning of the 
resolution is to make certain duties the spe- 
cialty of some one. The chairman is only a 

committee. lie has no authority to go about 
nosinrj into the dissatisfactions that may exist 
in congregations towards pastors. If the min 
ister is paid, the people have a right to exact 

the tale of service. This is a corollary of the 
power conferred in the plan. 

Rev. T. L. Preston wished to make such al- 
terations in the paper as to strip it of its ob- 
jectionable features, and then it would not be 
acceptable to its friends, and would fall to the 
ground; which was what he desired. He con- 

tended that if the gift of a sum of money from 
the Central Committee of Sustentation at Co- 
lumbia gave to this Presbyterial chairman, as 

the representative of that committee, the right 
to inquire into the affairs of a church, then the 
church was made responsible to a tribunal out- 
side ot its own Presbytery, ine matter or its 

efficiency or inefficiency rests ultimately at Co- 
lumbia. Wc do not intend to let our churches 
be thus responsible. In Lexington Presbytery 
the responsibility of the church proceeds from, 
stops in, and rests with the Presbytery. We 
do all that this paper proposes. It is Presby- 
terial action, and we do not wish it to proeeed 
from South Carolina. Mr. Preston spoke of 
the committee’s recommendations as “the 
General Assembly’s paper.” 

At this stage ot the discussion Synod took a 

recess to 7 o’clock. 
After recess Synod met in the lecture-room, 

while the congregation in the upper part of 
the church listened to a sermon from Rev. John 
W. Pugh, of Warrenton. 

Synod resumed the consideration of the fifth 
resolution of the Committee on Ministerial 
Support. 

Rev. R. Mcllwaine made an earnest appeal 
in favor of the resolution, mainly with refer- 
ence to the fifth section. He thought brethren 
too sensitive and too prone to regard any in- 
vestigation into their manner of performing 
their duties as implying moral derilection. 
For his own part, he would welcome a visit 
from the officer proposed, and permit the freest 
inquiry. 

Dr. Atkinson said he was not a pastor, but 
objected to the resolution as conferring upon 
the chairman the objectionable features of a 

bishop’s power. 
Rev. K. T. Berry thought there should be 

no discrimination, and that the visitations of 
the chairman and the inquiries of his commit- 
tee should be extended to the self-supporting 
churches as well as to those that received aid. 
The Presbytery is our bishop, and this com- 

mittee is the Presbytery’s agent. There is a 

malign tendency to individualism and Congre- 
gationalism. It you ji^Mhurch, assert j’otir 
power. As to invading the 
rights of ProsbytenMHn^was not put down 
the Church would be broken to fragments. It 
is not proposed to divest the Presbytery of its 
legitimate power. Wo must do something, or 

the Church is gone. 
Dr. Brown was satisfied as to the power of 

the Presbytery in this matter, but had doubts 
as to the expediency of using it in the manner 

proposed, lie preferred the plan that had 
been in use in Lexington Presbytery for fifty 
years. The Presbytery required reports from 
the Church Session on reciprocal duties, and 
these were made directly to the Presbytery, 
without the intervention of any third party. 

Mr. T. J. Kirkpatrick (elder) agreed with 
Mr. Berry, as to existing tendencies towards 
Congregationalism. The sessions did not at- 
tend properly to reports on reciprocal duties. 
He regarded the chairman proposed as a mere 

collector of the statistics of the Presbytery. 
He said there was a case in point in his Pres- 
bytery in which this plan would effect what the 
Presbytery had for years endeavored to do. A 
venerable minister was inadequately supported, 
but was always dumb, though Presbytery ques- 
tioned and cross questioned him on the subject. 
His reply was that he was fed as his horse was. 
The horse could not carry him to his appoint- 
ments without food, and for a similar reason 

they gave him something to cat and something 
to put on his back. I want to get hold of that 
church, and to make our system a Presbyterian 
system. 

Rev. F. II. Bowman wanted no interme- 
diate organ. Mr. Kirkpatrick’s Presbytery 
had already the power to send a committee to 

inquire whether that church paid their pastor. 
Why had they not done so? They talk about 
Congregationalism while they show that they 
do not understand Presbyterianism. 

Rev. Mr. Pitzer said Presbytery had no right 
to such an organ—a man to go round and re- 

ceive complaints. If it had, he had not so 

learned Presbyterianism. It had no warmer 

friend than he, but it was not of its essence to 

go about and receive complaints from Tom, 
Dick, and Harry. 

The 5th section of the 5th resolution was 

stricken out. 
The resolution recommending that feeble 

churches unite under one pastor being under 
consideration. Dr. Wilson said that the Sus- 
tentation Committee would break down if it 
were required to sustain so many separate 
pastors. Dr. Brown considered this resolution 
most important. It was adopted, as also was 

the resolution which requires pastors to sup 
ply vacant churches in their neighborhood. 

The question being now on the adoption of 
the paper as a whole, Dr. Armstrong moved 
that the original paper, as well as the amend- 
ed one, be sent down to the Presbyteries. In 
our hurried consideration we may have left 
out something which, on more mature consid- 
eration, we would wish, in our Presbyteries, 
to adopt. 

Mr. Miller said this would spoil our blow. 
He wanted Presbyteries to see' what we had 
done. Mr. Miller then proceeded to inquire 
whether anybody had practically met with any 
abuse of power. Have there been in our stint- 
ed, dismal efforts any such invasions as should 
lead us to lift up our hands? The Church has 
used its power too little. We had now reached 
a handsome solution of the old problem as to 
the circumference of our missionary zeal.— 
Here is first the work at home—the Greeks at 
our door, Bethesdas, Shilohs, Mt. Carmels, 
Zions, in our own Presbyteries, committed to 
our care in their weakness. We are not to 
skim this thing away to Columbia. On the 
other hand, we do not confine our efforts to 
our vicinity, but, through the Sustentation 
Committee, reach our hands to destitute breth- 
ren and feeble flocks in Texas and Arkansas. 
First, we have a clear home practical field; and 
second, the distant one. Now, we have never 

yet been pinched by power; and if in any of 
our Presbyteries we feel the pressure of this 
thing, we can. on any spring morning, on a 

slip of paper no larger than this which I hold 
—we can by the breath of our mouths—abolish 
it. I do not want Dr. Armstrong’s spatterdoxy. 
I want our outgiving to go down to Presbyte- 
ries distinct and pat. I do not want so much 

of this good old Commonwealth’s notion—but 
I will not go into politics. Mr. Moderator, I 
b-eathe freer. I have better use of mv mind. 
I have been perplexed while we have been all 
day chasing this poor little rabbit of power 
from one cover to another. I would have been 
willing to give up power in the General As- 
sembly if 1 had been sure of it in the Synod, 
or to give it up in the Synod if I could nnd it 
in the Presbytery, or resign it in the Presby- 
tery if I might catch it in the Session. I want 
to feel that I am a man under authority, and 
having soldiers under me. I want to get away 
from this policy of goody-good, kind persua- 
sion, goodness of heart, ana go home glad for 
once. Mr. Miller, after this brilliant and 
humonus little episode, sat down amid a 

genuine and refreshing laugh. 
Mr. Preston wanted the whole of the origi- 

nal paper to go down to the Presbyteries, that 
they might see the pnnciple that is in it. 

Dr. Converse suggested the publication of 
the whole paper as first offered in the religious 
newspapers. Dr. Amstrong said this would 
accomplish his object, and withdrew his mo- 
tion ; and then the question was taken on the 
amended paper as a whole, and it was adopted. 

Editorial Notice. 

[FROM THE DECEMBER NUMBER OF RICHMOND 
ECLECTIC. ] 

Dr. Brown has disposed of his interest in 
the RichmoAd. Eclectic, and I have formed a 

partnership with a gentleman residing in Bal- 
timore, who brings to the conduct of the Mag- 
azine, energy, fine literary culture, practical 
acquaintance with business, and, what I never 

possessed—capital. 
Under this arrangement the Magazine will 

be published hereafter in a new aad enlarged 
form in the cities of Baltimore and New York, 
simultaneously. Of course it can no longer 
have the title of Richmond Eclectic, but will 
be issued under a new name which will appear 
on fhc cover of the January number. 

While its general design and spirit will be 
unchanged, so far as its regard for pure moral- 
icy and its unsectional and unsectanan charac- 

ter is concerned, there will be many new fea-' 
turcs in its future conduct Its enlargement 
will enable us to publish longer articles than 
our circumscribed limits have heretofore per- 
mitted, and these will be selected more fre- 
quently from the standard British and Conti- 
nental Reviews than from the Magasines.— 
More latitude will also be allowed to the inser- 
tion of articles in which the great social reli- 
gious questions ot the day are discussed, and 
far greater prominence will be given to notices 
of books lately published and forthcoming, so 

that the reading public may find in this period- 
ical a faithful panorama of what is passing in 
the world of letters. 

The second year of the Richmond Eclectic 
ommenced with November; but all who have 
paid, or who may pay their subscriptions dur- 
ing the present month, will be credited from 
January, 1868, and thus will receive the No- 
vem ber and December numbers without charge. 
Notwithstanding the enlargement of the Mag- 
azine and its improved mechanical execution, 
adding in every way to its exterior attractive- 
ness in all future issues, the subscription prioe 
will not be increased, but will remain as here- 
tofore,—four dollars a year in advance; and 
while no pains will be spared in making it 
worthy of the support of all lovers of pure lit- 
erature in every part of the land, I trust that 
my continued editorial connection with it will 
be a guarantee that nothing will appear in its 
pages untriendly to the rights, honor, and in- 
terests of the people of the South. 

When I remember that the Eclectic entered 
upon its career when the times were most un- 

pitious to such an undertaking, and that not- 

withstanding all the difficulties of the situation, 
it has met with so much public favor, and that 
I am no* able to place it upon a footing which 
will ensure its permanance and enlarged use- 

fulness, I cannot but congratulate myself on 

die success of the enterprise. 
And as there is so much truth in the French 

adage,” “nothing succeeds like-success,” I 
can now anticipate a large accession to the sub- 
scription list from among those who have hith- 
erto stood aloof through the fear lest this 
should prove a failure like so many other un- 

dertakings of the kind at the South. 
It would have been pleasant to have had 

their cooperation from the beginning; it will be 
almost as pleasant to have it hereafter; for just 
as our patronage increases, we will be encour- 

aged to make our Magazine more attractive 
,\nd acceptable in households where intelligence 
and piety, refinement and taste, have found a 

home. 
If it is not Dresumine too much on their 

kindness, I \yould venture to hope that Editors 
who have already and so frequently commend- 
ed the Eclectic, would announce the changes 
indicated in this note, and that the reverend 
clergy and the lovers of literary culture gene- 
rally throughout the South would add to the 
obligations already conferred by speaking a 

good word for the Magazine under its new 

auspices. 
All communications for the Richmond Ec- 

lectic will be addressed, until further notice, to 
Box 452, Richmond, Va. 

Moses D. Hope. 

Bfligiows Intelligent. 
FROM THE SOUTHERN STATES. 

Presbytery of the Patapsco 
At an adjourned meeting on the 13th No- 

vember, held in th«> Lecture room of the 
Franklin Street Presbyterian church, Balti- 
more, ordained as an Evangelist, Rev. Jno. 
Wilson Brown. His present field of labor is 
Pikesville, Baltimore county. Md. 

The candidate for ordination preached his 
trial sermon before the Presbytery and con- 

gregation. after which the Presbytery proceed- 
ed to ordain him; Rev. Dr. Ross, Moderator, 
proposing the constitutional questions, and 
the Rev. Mr. Lefevre giving the charge to the 
newly ordained evangelist. 

They also received under their care from the 
Presbytery of Lewes, as a licentiate, Rev. J. 
McKilway. His address is Bel Air, Harford 
county, Md. 

__ 

Fayetteville Presbytery 
Met, according to adjournment, in Golds- 

boro’, on the 26th October 1867. Rev. H. L. 
Singleton was chosen Moderator and Rev. J. 
H. Colton and J. C. McMillan, Temporary 
Clerks. 

Ministers present, seventeen; elders, fifteen. 
James A. Smith, Jr., who is now at the 

University, was received as a candidate for the 
ministry. 

The pastorate of Big Rockfish was dissolved. 
Rev. J. M. Sherwood was appointed to declare 
the church vacant. 

The pastorate of St. Paul’s was dissolved. 
Rev. McNair was appointed to declare the 
church vacant. 

Rev. N. McDonald asked, and was granted, 
a letter of dismission to the Presbytery of 
Central Texas. Rev. G. M. Gibbs also asked, 
and was granted, a letter of dismission to Con- 
cord Presbytery. 

A petition to organize a church in Lower 
Richlands District, Onslowcounty, was granted. 
The committee of organization are Revs. D. 
D. McBryde, L. McKinnon, S. H. Isler; 
ruling elder J. C. Wooten. 

The McPherson church was received and as- 

sessed the sum of five dollars for the Presby- 
terial Fund. 

The difficulties at Laurel Hill being reported 
unsettled, Revs. J. M. Sherwood and B. F. 
Marable, with Dr. C. T. Murphy, were ap- 
pointed a committee to visit said church to in- 
vestigate said difficulties, and endeavor to re- 

move them and report to the next Presbytery. 
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