














12 WHAT rs A CALL TO THE .l\IINISTRY. 

if not eminent, at least of a vigorous and healthy type. 
But here, the young Christian should take hee.d to an 
important distinction. As far as the church and its 
officers are concerned, it is perfectly just, that they 
should refuse to call or ordain one whose piety is not 
hearty. But, it by no means follows that he may excuse 
himself from the duty of preaching, because he is con­
scious his piety is low. If he reasons thus, he insults 
God; for how comes it that his piety is low, except by 
his own fault? Is not the mercy seat open to him, at 
which he may obtain increase of grace, if he will seek? 
Those states of feeling and principle which stamp his 
piety as feeble, are every one SINS; and so is that neg­
lect of prayer and means, by which his grace has been 
!!tinted. It is his duty to be an eminent Christian; yea, 
a perfect Christian. Now, woe to that servant who 
obtrudes against his Muster one transgression, as a jus­
tification for a second 1 It is adding insult to rebellion. 
And if a man feels that he has not grace enough to preach, 
he should ask himself whether he has grace enough to 
serve and please God in any other calling, grace enough 
to die with, or enough to enable him to enter the awful 
world of spirits, and stand in an awful judgment. To 
such a man we solemnly say: there is but one thing 
you can do, if you would not outrage your God, grieve 
the Holy Ghost, and run an imminent risk of sealing 
your own damnation! Do not, indeed, enter the minis­
try with feeble piety; but at once seek and obtain a 
hearty piety, in order that you may properly enter the 
ministry, if it is God's will. In one word, the fact that 
one's piety is low cannot prove it is not his duty to 
preach ; because he knows it is his immediate duty not 
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to let his piety remain low. That fact is, on the other 
hand, sufficient evidence to his Christian brethren, that, 
if he will not do his duty in seeking more eminent piety, 
they ought not to call him. 

In this connexion may be best mentioned another 
qualification, on which some pious writers have said 
much, and sometimes very indiscreetly. It is the pos­
session of a strong desire; the necessity of which is 
argued from 1 Tim. iii: 1. "If a man desire the office 
of a bishop, (pastor) he desireth a good work." It is 
obvious that such an inference froin this passage might 
be easily pushed too far. The same distinction applies 
here, which has been stated in the last paragraph. Of 
course, the church ought not to en_trust the ministry to 
a man who has no heart to work. The true minister 
must of course have a desire .to see souls snatched from 
hell fire, truth upheld, sin curbed, the happiness of true 
religion diffused, and the Holy Trinity glorified in the 
redemption of transgressors. These are the grounds, 
the motives, of that desire which he feels to preach, if 
he may rightfully do it. But are not these feelings 
common, essential, to all true Christians? Does not the 
absence of them place a very black mark on any man'� 
piety 1 The church, therefore, in judging a candidate's 
fitness to be called, will be influenced by his possessing 
this kind of desire, just as they will by his possessing a 
healthy piety; and for the same reasons. Hence it is 
that our "Form of Government," very properly requires 
the candidate for ordination to answer, yes, to this ques­
tion: (See Form of Government, ch. xv: §12, Ques. 5.) 

"Have you been induced, as fa� as you know your 
own heart, to seek the office of the Holy ministry from 
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