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DISCOURSE 

ON THE 

DEATH or WASHINGTON. 

Tue day, Fathers and Friends, which 

we have fo often delighted to hail and to celebrate, as 
one of the moft Uluftrioufly aufpicious in the annals 

of our country and- of mankind—again returns. 

But, fad reverfe ! no mutual gratulations, no heart- 

cheering recollections, no gladfome feftivities return 
withit. The dear man who has long lived to God, 

to his country, and to glory, fhall ever live, in our 

tendereft affections—in the beft recefles of our 

hearts. But WASHINGTON was mortal! The 

anniverfary of his birth we fhall no more celebrate, 

but in memory of “ joys that are paft.” Alas! it 

is fuperfeded, in our country’s calendar, by the fa- 

tal fourteenth of December !—a day, the recollection of 
which, 
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which, will long agonize the heart, and fadden the 

countenance of every virtuous Amcrican. 

Still there is left us the mournful pleafure of pay- 

ing to diftinguifhed excellence its merited honors, 
and of pouring our filial tears. to the dear memory 
of our deceafed Father. Blefled be God! we are 

not forbidden to weep. On-fuch an occafion, it is 

a precious privilege. It will give fome relief from 
the mighty burden of our forrow. And our hearts 
when foftened may receive a deeper impreffion of 

the virtues we thus honor. 

Our country mourns. -The breach, wide as the 

fea, with which her God, awful though jut i in his 

difpleafure, has afflicted her, is felt, is tenderly la, 

mented through allher tribes. Her widely diftant 

fhores- echo and reccho the voice of undiflembled 

mourning. This day exhibits a fcene’ probably 
new to the world—a numerous and far extended 

nation infpired by one all-attraéting, all-cementing 

principle of fentimental forrow, and {pontaneoufly 

pouring forth a flood of heart-felt grief at the tomb 

of a Man univerfally acknowledged its chief fupport 
and its brighteft ornament, 

Come then, let us mingle our fympathetic for- 
rows with the forrows of our bleeding Country. 
Let us refign our fouls to the foft fentiments which 

the occafion fo powerfully infpires. Let ourhearts re- 
{pond 
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fpond to the accents of mourning conveyed to us by 

évery pafling gale; while every tongue, in unifon with 

the language of millions is ready to adopt the ten- 

der exclamation: MY FATHER! MY FATHER ! 

THE CHARIOT OF ISRAEL, AND THE 

‘HORSEMEN THEREOF! (2 Kings, 2. 12.) 

Such was the fhort; but comprehenfive and par 

thetic eulogy which, on the miraculous tranilation 

of the prophet Elijah, in a chariot of fire, flowed 

warm from the heart of the afflicted Elifha. His 

own particular lofs was great. He was bereaved of 

the Inftreétor and Guide of his youth. He was 

fuddenly deprived of one who by his tendernefs 

and watchful care, added to his fuperior age, au- 
_ thority and knowledge, had attraé&ed his filial rev- 

erence and affetion. But his perfonal affliction, 

deep and diftreffing as it was, did not abforb his 

fenfe of the public calamity. He mourned for his 

country. He mourned that her ftrength, that the 

principal inftrument of her protection and fafety 
‘was removed—for in this light he viewed the ex- 
emplary character, the pious counfels, the faithful 

warnings and the prevalent interceffions of the now 

departed prophet. Thefe were the chariot of Ifracl, 

and its horfemen : far faperior indeed to all its martial 

initruments, preparations, and achievements. 

Unfpeakably important and beneficial to a com- 

munity is every pious perfon it contains. Such 

301497 Py 
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are truly the pillars of its ftrength and the fhield of 
of its defence. But peculiarly entitled to this de- 
{cription are thofe whofe unfullied purity of char- 

acter and. acknowledged fuperiority of wifdom, 

joined to eminence of ftation, have acquired for 
them an extenfive {phere of influence. Such acom- 

bination of qualities and advantages falls to the lot 

of few. But thefe few are precious. Their upright- » 

nefs, their fagacit y, their influence, their prayers, are 

better than weapons of war. And thougli they fhould 

never enter the martial field, nor perfonally con-. 

verfe with the toils and dangers of war, ftill they 
are their country’s champions and protectors, 

How preeminent then in this fublime office and 
employment is he who to all which has been. al- 

teady defcribed, adds the fkill, the bravery, the for- 

titude, the experience of the finifhed Soldier and 

General ! . 

I perceive, my mourning friends, you already an- 

ticipate the application of this affecting paflage to 
the occafion of our prefent grief; to the Man who 

may now emphatically and with the moft undifput- 

ed propriety be ftyled immortal—the revered and 
beloved WASHINGTON. And do not your full 

hearts declare that you have never feen nor heard 

of the man, nor, excepting in the facred records, 

ever met with the delineation of the character, to | 
whom fuch a eulogy fo jaftly belongs ? 

WASHINGTON 
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’ WASHINGTON was our Father. For his coun- 
try, he felt more than the affection, the tendernefs, 

the care and folicitude of a parent. Her intereft, 

her happinefs feemed ever uppermoft in his heart, 

in his wifhes and in his prayers. To her protec- 
tion and comfort he gave the fprightly energy of 
his youth, the matured vigor and wifdom of his 

manhood, the cares and counfels of his age : and 
all with a cheerfulnefs which imparted a double val- 

ue to the gift. Recolleé& the coftly facrifices he has 
made and the imminent hazards he has encounter- 

ed; recollect his nights of watching and his days of 

toil; recollect efpecially the precious Legacy he 

has left you, drawn from the rich ftores of his fer- 

tile mind and extenfive obfervation; breathing too 
the tendereft affection of his heart—and own that he 

was indeed your Father.—But the tender confef- 

fion has long fince been made by an affectionate 
people. Millions of tongues, the faithful interpret- 

ers of millions of hearts, have united in it. And 

this day, while it folemnly feals, indelibly records 

it. For what means the univerfal aflembling of this 

day ? What mean the folemn rites this moment cel. 

ebrated in every part of our country? Is this the 

cold, formal homage of ceremony ? Is it the abject, 

reluctant tribute of vaffal fubmiflion, extorted to 

grace the exit of fome defpot, who has lived with- 
out affection, and died without regret? No. It is 

the {pontaneous effufion of Feds too {trong to be 
— and almoft too ontieiadiaiog to be fup- 

. ported. 
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ported. It is a nation of freemen, animated with 
one foul, heaving one figh, preft with one forrow, . 

mourning a common Father, and feeking acliehaal 
confolation in the temple of God. 

WASHINGTON was likewife, ia an important 

fenfe, our /trength and protection. Let this be recog: — 
nifed, not by way of fervilely flattering or impi- 
oufly ido!izing a creature, but in grateful commemzs 
oration of diftinguifhed excellence and ufefulnefs, 

and in humble honor to that merciful Being who 

has indulged us, in one of our own feeble race, fuch 

an illuftrious inffrument of His beneficence and 

guardian care. It was His tramfcendent favor 
to our Nation which raifed us up fuch'a Hero, fuch 
a Sage, fuch a Man: which enriched him with an 
underftanding fo capacious, and with a heart {till 
more large and expanfive ; which infpired his bo- 
fom with the fublime ambition to ferve and fave 

his country, and which crowned this firft, laft, and 

favorite with of his foul with the moft oe fuc- 
cols. 

It were eafy to illuftrate this point, and to fhew, 

in diftin@ and regular detail, how eminently he was 

the fafeguard and ftrength of our country, by-his 
great achievements, by his fage counfels, by-his illuftri-. 
ous example, by his unparalleled influence,yand (blefied 

_ be God! we may add) by his devout prayers. But 

‘on an‘occafion fo tender, the tafk of formal difcuf- - 

fion 



9 

fion and the rigid reftraints ef method would but 

ill-accord with your feelings or my own. Let us 

then' in a more defultory way, range this capa- 
cious field, and fix our minds for a moment on fome 

of the moft confpicuous objects it prefents. Let us 

indulge fome brief contemplations calculated to im- 

prefs us with a lively idea of the rich treafure, the 

comprehenfive blefling which once was ours. If 

there is pain in the employment, it is a pain nearly 

allied to pleafure. Inftruction tov, and benefit, of 
great importance may be the refult. 

At a very early period of life did the future Guar- 

dian of his' country give fome intimation of that fa- 

gacity and comprehenfion of mind, that correétnefs 

of judgment, that force of genius and dignity of 

character which have long fince been the admira- 

tion of the world. Commiffioned, about the age of 

twenty-one, to examine the encroachments made 

by the French on the weftern frontiers of thefe then 

Britifh colonies, and to remonftrate againit them, 

he more than juftified fo fingular an appointment 

by executing its important duties with an accuracy 

and addrefs far beyond his years. A {cene which 

opéned not long after, was perilous and diftrefsful in- 

deed. But it fignalized the more confpicuoufly the 

military.talents of our youthful Hero,now command- 

ing a-regiment * under General Braddock. Ina con- 

B- teft 

* Such is the current of accounts. By fome, however, it 

has 
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teft with the Indians equally ill-judged and difaftrous, 
that brave but too rafh and pertinacious officer fell, 

with great part of his army. The honor of 

faving the remainder was allotted to WASHING- 

TON, who with a moft remarkable intrepidity, 

fkill and fuccefs, conducted their retreat. — 

Heaven that enriched him with fuch rare endow- 

ments, prepared in due time a theatre adequate to 

their complete difplay. Nor is it furely one of the 

fmalleft glories of our late Revolution, that it had 

fuch a fhare in developing and difplaying to man- 

kind a chara¢ter which has irrefiftible claims to be 

loved, and the love of which is clofely connected 

with every virtue. 

Never 

has been afferted that Col, Wathington had previoufly refigned 

his commiffion, in confequence of fome arrangements refpett- 

ing rank, which he viewed as degrading to the colonial officers 5 

and that he was now attending Gen. Braddock as a volunteer 

and an extraordinary Aid. 

+ This memorable retreat was particularly noticed by the 

pious and excellent Mr. Davies, afterwards Prefident of New- 

Jerfey College ; who took occafion from it to “ point out to 

the public that heroic youth, Col. Wafhington—whom,” he 

adds, * 1 cannot but hope Providence has hitherto preferved 

in fo fignal a manner, for fome important fervice to his Coun- 

try ;”—a remark which when we confider the early period at 

which it was made, and the fingular verification it afterwards 

received, appears little lefs than prc phetic. 
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’ Never can this momentous Revolution be con- 

templated by a feeling American, but with mingled 

fentiments of gratitude and aftonifhment. The 

grandeur and boldnefs of its defign could be equal- 

led by nothing but the wonders which marked eve 

ry ftep of its progrefs, and the triumphant fuccefs 

with which it was finally crowned. Well may its 

recollection excite the humble yet exulting acknowl. 

edgment: Jfit had not been the LORD who was on our 

jfide, when men rofe up againft us : then they had /wallow- 

ed us up quick, when their wrath was kindled azainft us. 

Then the waters had overwhelmed us, the fiream had 

gone over our foul. Our help was in the name of the LORD, 

who made heaven and earth.* We gracioully infpired 

us with a love of liberty, equal to every exertion, 

and {uperior toevery danger. His kindly infduence 

transfufed the facred flame from heart to heart, till 

this whole nation refolved to vindicate its violated 

rights, or perifh in the attempt. He revealed, in 

various ways, his mighty and merciful arm for our 

-help and falvation. He gave us a WASHINGTON 

—the man we wanted—and perhaps the only man 

en earth capable of meeting the high and extenfive 

demands of fo awful a crifis. “The voice of his Coun- 

try calling him to the command of her armies, he 

obeyed with promptnefs, yet. with a felf-diffidence 

which forms a beautiful counterpart to the ability, 

the vigor and fuccefs of his following exertions.— 

Many. of you, my hearers, recollect what a gencral 

and 

* Pfalng 124. 



and animating confidence was infpired by his firft 
appearance at Cambridge : and you know how faith- 

ful was the correfpondence between an increafing 
difplay of his charaéter, and the increafed confi- 

dence, love and veneration of his countrymen, 

His virtues and talents, his character and influence, 

feemed the chief fupport, the very vital principle of 

our Revolution ; and for many an anxious year did 

we confider the political falvation of our country as 
_ depending on him, fo far as it could be dependent . 

on a mortal man. 

Wonderful indeed were the perplexities, the dif- 

trefles, the perils and difcouragements which affail- 
ed him during a hard and doubtful conteft of eight 
years. But far more wonderful the refources of his 

mighty mind which they called forth, and the un- 

fhrinking courage, the determination, the perfever; 

ance by which they were encountered and finally 

overcome. With an army imperfedtly difciplined, 

inconftantly fupplied, and every moment, as it were, 

trembling to its diflolution, he confronted and van- 

quithed the forces of one of the moft potent and for- 

midable nations on earth,and obtained,with the ac- 

knowledgment of our independence, a peace far 

more advantageous than at the beginning of the 

~ ftruggle we dared hope. Whe fees not that a great- 
~ er than WASHINGTON was here ?—that a juft and 

gracious GOD fupported our caufe, and gave to our 

feeble exertions his own refiftlefs energy ? 

The 
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The diftinguifhed Minifter of his beneficence dif- 

mifles with his paternal blefling an army which he 
might have eafily made the inftrument of ambition 

and aggrandizement, commits his dear delivered 

country to the care of Heaven, and retires to his 

beloved Vernon, crowned with glory, purfued by 

the prayers and blefiings of an affectionate people, 

rewarded by their gratitude, and happy in their 

happinefs, 

But half the purpofe for which he was indulged 
to his country and to the world—perhaps the great- 

er half—was yet unaccomplifhed. In the memora- 

ble Convention of 1787, WASHINGTON ap- 

peared and prefided. ‘There we find him, in union 

with the affembled fages of the land, laying plans tor 

the fecurity and perpetuation of that liberty which 

his valor had defended ; forming and maturing a 

{cheme of government of which his fagacious mind: 

had long fince perceived the neceflity, and his maf- 

terly hand almoft traced the oatlines.* 

The excellence of this conftitution, its benign af- 

pect on all the moft precious interefis of our coun- 

try, its effects, incalculably important and benelicial, 

have long fince been realized and generally confefl- 
ed. Yet fo various and powerful was the oppofition 

it encountered, fo pernicious were the jealoufies and 

divifions of that moft alarming period, that had it 

not 

* See hisCircular Letter to the Governors of the feveral States. 
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not been fheltered and recgmmended by the name of 

WASHINGTON, its bleflings might have been for- 

everloftto us. All thanks to that beneficent Prov- 

idence which fent us this fecond national falvation 

by the fame beloved hand which brought the firft! 

And what mingled fentiments of delight, grati- 

tude and veneration were excited in our hearts by 

the aufpicious news that he who had defended us in 

‘war, was about to rule us in peace !—that again 

fummoned by a country whofe voice he could never. hear 

but with veneration and love, he had condefcended to 

give the evening of his days to the promotion of her 

happinefs ! Yet who dared confider it as within the 

{phere of probability that his preeminence in the 
cabinet could equal his glory in the field? 

_ The event, however, difappointed every fear, 
and more than realized our moft fanguine hopes. 

WASHINGTON -was in a new fphere: but he was 
ftill the fame. ‘The fame correétnefs and penetra- 
tion of mind, the fame calmnefs in deliberation, 

promptitude of decifion and energy of action, the 

fame eagle-eyed vigilance and invincible perfever- 
ance, the fame ftern integrity and glowing love of 

country, which had rendered his military life fo glo- 

vious, attended him to the cabinet. | 

How well, how fuccefsfully he difcharged the ar- 

duous and complicated duties of a firft and fecond 

Prefidency, 
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Prefidency, needs not now be told. It has been 

clearly read in the flourifhing ftate of our country, 

in the ftability of our public credit, in the rapid in- 

creafe of our commerce and wealth during thofe pe-. 

riods, and in our remarkable prefervation from the 

moft awful dangers threatening us both from with- 

in and without. _It has been loudly proclaimed by 

the plaudits of the wife and good throughout the 

world. It has been ftrikingly manifefted by the 

general fatisfaction and happinefs of this favored 

-people during his adminiftration, and by their pun- 

gent regret at his retirement from office, and from 

this mortal {cene. 

From the political fphere, however, he did not 

retire, without leaving us his fatherly benediction. 

Nor from the world, until he had given the crown: 

ing evidence how near to his heart was his country’s 

happinefs. Will it be thought the dictate of a fans 

ciful fingularity to fuggeft that the moft glorious act 

even of WASHINGTON, was his acceptance of his 

laft appointment to the command of our armies ?— 

When we faw him voluntarily retire, loaded with 

honors, from the higheft office in his country’s gift, 

we naturally judged it impoflible that a character fo 
exalted fhould attain any additional elevation. But 

his great foul difcovered a way. He rofe by de/cending. 

Nor can it be doubted that this unparalleled inftance 

-of condefcenfion was the refult of that difinterefted- 

nels of virtue which is its higheft glory. For what 

private 
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ptivate advantage could there be to allure to the 
martial field him who had already gathered all the 
laurels it could beftow, and had long fince been re- 
pofing under their fhade ? None, my brethren. Nor 
can you furely contemplate his venerable form again 

expoling itfelf to the perils of war, his breaft again 

bared to receive the weapons aimed at his country’s 

peace, without the moft unutterable emotions of 
affectionate reverence. 

But we are come to a fcene {till more affe@ting. 
The exit of a good man is furely one of the moft 

animating, though awful {pectacles which the world 

can prefent. That of WASHINGTON was fudden 

—But let me retract the thought— 

«© No death is fudden to a foul prepar’d, 

«¢ When. God’s own hour brings always God’s reward” —= 

—And his life appeared to be a fcene of conftant 
preparation for death; of uninterrupted, vigorous 

devotion to the fervice of God and his fellow-crea- 

tures. Approach then, if you can fuftain the 

thought, and contemplate a moment the dying bed 

of WASHINGTON! Behold him ealm—undifmay- 

ed—felf-collected—fuftaining the moft agonizing 

diftrefs without a groan—{ubmiffively yielding his 

{pirit to his God—not afraid to die—majeftic in death. 

—But the fcene is too overwhelming. Let us retire. 

And while its impreffion is recent, let us briefly ru- 

minate 
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minate on fome of the many virtues of this Won- 

derful man. 

| The ruling paffion of his foul, if we may judze 
froma review of every part of his life—I had almoit 
faid, of its every action and circumftance, was 

Patriotifm. He feemed to live only for his coun- 
try. To her happimefs he delighted to fubordinate 

every other confideration. The facrifices he made 

to this favorite obje€t were innumerable and im- 

menfe. His refufal of any compenfation for his 

public fervicés, and this uniformly perfifted in, rare 

as the inftance is, and worthy commemoration; 

feems yet in WASHINGTON to have been among 

the fmaller expreffions of patriotifm. Sacrifices far 

more coftly to a foul like his, he continually made. 

The fweets of retirement, to which he was peculiar- 

ly attached, and the fatisfactions of domeftic life, he 
habitually refigned at the call of his country. And 

there were periods when his chara¢ter and popular- 

ity feerhed at flake: when the hafty decifions and 

temporary clamors of injudicious or unprincipled 

men came directly in competition with his own 

fenfe of the public good. In thefe cafes, he coolly 
held on his way, leaving to time and reafon the 
juftification-of his conduct: Nay, ingratitude itfelf, 

and calumny could not extinguifh nor confine the 
facred flame which glowed in his breait. 

Nor ¢) 
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Nor did this fire confume any of thofe more ex- 
panfive fenfibilities which fhould live in the human 

bofom. His patriotifm was connected with the moft 

enlarged Philanthropy, and the kindeft fentiments 

of Humanity. He felt for the diftrefles of man. He 

mitigated, fo far as in his power, the feverities of 

war. He fympathized in the diftrefles of the prifon- 
er caft by Providence on his care. And while his 
firm hand has executed the dictates of juftice, the - 

tear of mercy has trembled in his eye. To his 
flaves, whom he was under a partial neceflity of de- 

taining, he was rather a Father than a Matter, as ap- 
pears from his late Will. And bear witnefs, you 

who feel—exguifitely feel—yet for none but your- 

felves—you who never made a facréfice to the com- 

fort of an inferior domettic, bear witnefs—that the 

precious life of WASHINGTON was probably fa- 

crificed to his reluctance to difturb the repofe of a 

menial fervant. "6 ‘ 

There was in this man.a Delicacy of mind which 

never forfook him : a certain inflinétive and exquif- 
ite fenfe of the fit, the proper, the decorous—inde- 
pendent of reafoning—more correét than the niceft 
rules of art—prompting him in all circumftances 
and on every occafion, to fay and do the very thing 

he fhould—and often no lefs confpicuous to the dif: - 

cerning mind in what he left wndone and wafaid. 

‘Doubtiefs this natural elegance of mind received 

much 
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much additional refinement from the moral and 

Chriftian fentiments fo familiar to him. 

In his character, nothing perhaps was more re- 

markable than a genuine and moft exemplary Hu- 

mility. And furely never was the humility of a 
mortal more frequently or more thoroughly put to 

the teft than his—raifed, as he was, to the higheft 

dignities his country could beftow, and conftantly 

prefented not only with the tribute of juft encomi- 

um, but the incenfe of extreme adulation. But a- 

mid all, he never appeared to forget himfelf, nor to 

grow giddy with fancied elevation. While his ad- 

miring Country thought that no attentions, no hon- 

ors, fit to be beftowed on a mortal, were too much 

to offer, fcarcely any thing of this kind appeared to 

him too little. Moft of us remember his vifit to thefe 

parts, foon after his election to the Prefidency-——how 

his prefence gladdened every heart, cheered every 

face and drew from all defcriptions of perfons the 

ftrongeft poflible teftimonials of refpect and venera- 

tion. But the fcene feemed evidently rather to de- 

prefs than to elevate him. A crowning evidence of 

the fame humble {pirit is exhibited in his laft Tefta- 

ment, in which he declares his exprefs defire that 

his corpfe ‘“‘ may be interred in a private manner, 

without parade, or funeral oration.” 

His felf-government in other refpects was fcarcely 

Jefs extraordinary. His mind feemed always on the 
throne, 



throne, fwaying an abfolute fceptre over his appe- 

tites and paflions. What to fome appeared extreme 

referve and even aufterity in his deportment, was 

probably the dictate of principle ; the fruit of a juft 
conviction that to his charaéter and, ftation there 

was neceflary a dignity not compatible with the 

mont unrejerved communication. And, jemarka- 
bly on all occafions was this dignity fupported, ~ It 

had indeed a firm and folid, bafis. It was built not 

on. pride. and arrogance, but on Prscnnnens worth. 

and unaffected modefty. 

He pofiefled a Magnanimity which, as. it render. 

ed him fuperior to ingratitude and, injury, faved. 

him likewife from undue elation in profperity, and, 

from. defpondency in trial. ‘“ I have feen him,” 
fays his great compatriot ADAMS, “ in the days of 

adverfity, in fome of the fcenes of his deepeft diftref. 
and moft trying perplexities—I haye alfo attended 

him in his higheft elevation and moft profperous fe- 
licity—-with uniform, admiration, of his, wifdom, 

moderation and.conftancy.” Scarcely coulda high- 

er eulogium be pronounced on a mortal, or a, more 

unequivocal evidence fuggefted, of a truly Enea and 

well-balanced: mind. 

In fhort, there appeared in WASHINGTON 4 

purity of heart and a uniformity of charadter, 

which placed him alone among the. great ones of 

the earth ; or rather which caufed their greatnefg 
to 
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to dwindle into infignificance. ‘His foul was fupe- 
rior tothe thoufand arts and littlenefles which have 

_ difgraced: the characters of mott of the celebrated’ 

politicians of Europe. Nay more, he attained an 

immenfe fuperiority over thofe generals and ftatef- 
men who have been confidered in the world’as men 

of virtue. And if the cau/é of this'be enquired for, 

I confefs, my brethren, there appears to me but one 

which is at all fufficient ; and this, when maturely 

weighed, will be found thoroughly adequate to the 

effe&t. He was, as there are-the moft cogent rea- 

fons to believe, a CHRISTIAN—a man of prayer— 

~ eminently fo—one who lived and aéted in the fear 

of GOD, and under.an impreflive. fenfe of his heart- 

fearching eye—one who humbly proftrated. his foul 

at the feet of the divine SAVIOR—who derived his 

beft fentiments from His gofpel—and exhibited a 
bright iJluftration of His bleffed and heavenly fpirit. 

Can it be fuppofed, that a man who appeared at the 
fartheft poffible. diftance from diffimulation ; who 

never, fpoke nor aéted without a meaning; whofe 

profeflion.of Chriftianity was yet fo explicit, whofe 
attendance on its inftitutions fo conftant and uni- 

form; fo full apparently of reverence and affe@ion ; 

whofe temper and: life were likewife fo. ftrikingly 
correfpondent—-was not at heart a Chriftian ? This, 

this appears at once the feundation and the crown 

of all his greatnefs and glory. In this point of view 

principally, he was a mighty bulwark to our coun- 
try: His prayers made an important part: of our na- 

tional 
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tional defence. Hisexcellent {pirit and pious example 
were calculated to flafh conviction in the face of all the 

proud infidels in our land. The humble yet fublime, 

the benevolent and godlike principles which a@tuated 
this Chriftian Hero, would raife a blufh on the cheeks 

of the ambitious conquerors and deftroyers of nations 

—if ambition could blufh. His charaéter, my breth- 
ren, is full of inftruction to us all : and He who gave 

us fuch a character, He who has placed fuch a rare 

affemblage of virtues before our eyes, moft juftly, 

moft folemnlyrequires, that we noticeit, to His honor 

and for our own imitation. Nor let it be confidered 
as the hafty effufion of an ill-boding mind—‘tis an 
apprehenfion fanctioned by my cooleft thought-that 
fhould the period ever arrive (gracious Heaven for- 
bid it fhould!) when the name and virtues of 

WASHINGTON fhall excite no lively vibrations of 

fenfibility, no tender feelings of gratitude, in the 

bofoms of Americans, it will be the period of our 

country’s degradation. It will argue fuch a depra- 

vation of fentiment, fuch a dereliétion of principle, 

as will but too certainly indicate and feal our na- 

tional infamy and ruin. 

You will not moft affuredly confider me as repre- 
fenting the character to be wholly faultlefs. This 

is not the lot of humanity. _ And far be from me 

fuch injuftice to my own fpecies as to rob it of fo 

bright an ornament, by reprefenting WASHING- 
TON as an Angel. We claim him asa Man : nor 

will 
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will we relinquifh the claim.—Befide, who could be 
more ready than he was, to confefs and feel his own 

dependence, frailty, and liability to error? Who 

more ready than he, on all occafions, to elude the 

notice and encomiums of a fond Country, and to 

point its attention and gratitude to an overruling 

and beneficent Providence :—to deprefs himfelf,that 

he might exalt his God ?—Nor probably is there a 

perfon living whofe ears and heart can be more 

wounded by thofe incautious and unhallowed_ ex- 

travagancies which, in too many inftances, have been 

f{cattered over his grave, than his would be, were he 

within their reach. 

Let us not then think ourfelves excufed, nor let 

us be deterred, from rendering to the deceafed Sa- 

vior* and ornament of his country, a suf tribute of 

affeGtionate regard and celebration. Methinks be- 

fide his tomb, Virtue weeps, and Religion herfelf 
becomesa mourner. ‘The furrounding world takes 

a lively intereft in the fcene. Is there an American 

who can behold it unmoved ? Surely, he muft be far 
above, or far below the level of humanity. 

For him who is gone, we truft we have ne reafon 
tomourn. For ourfelves and our country we have 

much. If, as Infpiration declares, the righteous are 

taken 

* The application of this term to 2 human, infrumental 

Deliverer, is juftified by the literal expreffions of holy writ 3, 
as may be feen in Nelemiah 9. 27, and other paflages. 
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taken away from the. evil to come; if pious and patria 
otic fouls are feafonably fnatched from thofe calami- 
ties which they would feel lefs for themfelves than 
for others, what have we not reafon to apprehend 

- when fuch a Friend and Father is called home? My 

brethren, we have never yet realized —God grant 
we may not be taught by bitter experience !—how 
important. has been the protection afforded our 

Country amid the florms of Europe, by the very 

name of WASHINGTON, and by the confcioufnefs, 
fo difheartening to the enemies of our peace, that 

he lived, that he was ready again to gird on his — 
faithful {word in defence of our rights. Nor have’ 
we yet completely made the momentous experiment, 

-how effentially neceffary was his life and influence 

to our federal union and internal tranquillity. And 

is there not too much reafon to fear that vice and 

infidelity, long fo mournfully prevalent among us, 

will have a new triumph, now fuch an illuftrious 

champion and ornament of virtue and religion is 

removed? 

Still let us implicitly fubmit to the fovereignty of 

Him whofe pavilion is darknefi, whofe way is. in the 
fea, whole judgments are unfearchable, whofe holy dif- 

pleafure at our national fins, and efpecially our un- 

grateful abufe of the moft fignal mercies, is yet but 

too confpicuous in this diftrefling difpenfation. 

Shall 
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Shall we not likewife on.this occafion, mournful 

as it is, endeavor to realize anew our multiplied 
reafons to be thankful, that fuch an illuftrious char- 

acter has been raifed up, has been fo long lent to our 

unworthy land, has been made fuch an inftrument 

of mercy and fuch an inftructive example to this 

‘people, has continued glorioufly uniform to the laft? 

Let us blefs God that we have had a WASHING- 

TON to mourn over ; for ages and centuries might 

not have afforded us the precious privilege. 

Let us never ceafe to bear on our hearts and in 

our prayers his eminently virtuous Reli@, whofe late 

Letter, the expreffion of her foul, proves her a kin- 

_dred and congenial fpirit—worthy the heart of the. 

firft of men. May that power and mercy which 
knows no confinement, give her fupport, great as 

her lofs,.and heartfelt as her affliction ! 

_And fhall not the venerable ADAMS, who now 

feels himfelf alone, bereaved of his laf? brother, be remem- 

bered by us with new tendernefs and folicitude ? 

While we are permitted to contemplate the mantle 

and the /pirit, with the office of his afcended prede- 

ceflor, as refting on him (as did thofe of Elijah on 

Elifha) let us be thankful that a lofs which we were 

ready (perhaps too ready) to confider as irreparable, 

has been fo munificently fupplied. And let us ar- 

dently fupplicate the continuance of his life, his en- 

ergies and ufefulnefs, 

D Does 
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Does not the mournful event we now contem- 
plate, call on us in loud and folemn accents, to cea/é 

from man, whofe breath is in his noftrils, whofe glory is as 

the flower of grafs ; to beware of an unlimited de- - 

pendence ona frail mortal, however eminent in vir- 

tue, in ftation and ufefulnefs ? Does it not with a 

kind of irrefiftible eloquence plead with us to con- 

center our affections, our hope and confidence in. 

the everlafting and unchangeable GOD; the fu- 

preme Beauty and the fupreme Good; the Refuge 

and Dwelling-place of his people in all calamities, in 

ali generations ?. 

Is the hoary, the venerable head of WASHING- 

TON brought down to the duft of death ? Then, my 

Wathers, prepare to die! Could not his illuftrious 

character, his exalted virtue, his diftinguifhed ufe- 
fulnefs, his unrivalled glory ; could not the withes 

and prayers of his country ; could not the admira- 

tion and reverence of mankind obtain for him fo 

much as a momentary reprieve from the arreft of 

the Heaven-commiflioned Meflenger? Then where 

is the favored mortal that can claim it? Where the 

thoughtlefs creature that dares expect it ? 

Is it our confoling hope that while earth is fo 
ereatly impoverifhed by the lofs of fo much excel- 

lence, Heaven is proportionably enriched by its ac- 
ceflion ? Let this operate as a new and potent attrac- 

tive of our affections to that blefled place. hither, 
as 
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as toits proper region, its only Jafting abode, afcends all 

- that is worth our beft love and warmeft admiration. 

Let then the man who attracted and pofflefied our 

hearts while here, carry them with him to the werld 

of perfect purity and unmingled blifs. 

Do we, my dear brethren, feel almolt opprefled 
with a fenfe of immenfe obligation to the Benefac- 

tor whom God has taken from us? Beit then our 

endeavor to 

“ difcharge 

«« The gratitude and duty which we owe him, 

« By laying up his counfels in our hearts.” 

Read his Legacy. There isthe wifdom, the coun- 

fel, the heart, the foul of your WASHINGTON. 
There are the precious rules for making our nation 

wife and great and happy. ‘Treafure it in your 

memories, Let it live in your hearts, Let it fhine 

_ in yourcondudé. And from the moment that your 

children begin to lifp the honored name of their 

country’s Father, endeavor to prepare their minds 

for the reception of thefe invaluable maxims ; that 

they may be handed down to the lateft pofterity, 

My youthful friends ; if you do not perceive in 

the character of your deceafed Guardian and Father, 

an infinite fuperiority to the moft accomplifhed pu- 

pil of Chefterfield—to the moft finifhed difciple of the 

| witty 
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witty but deteftable Voltaire,* that “‘ brighteft, meane/t 

of mankind ;” your tafte muft be depraved and 

compaffionable indeed. Let me befeech ybu to eye 

and fedulouily to imitate the character of this man, 

fo truly accomplifhed, yet fo pure and fimple in his 

manners ; fo dignified, yet fo humble in his mind ; 

fo rational a philofopher, and fo exemplary a Chrif 

tian. It will lead you to true glory. It will con- 
dué you, we may confidently hope, to everlafting 

felicity. 

Let 
* Should any think there is an indecorum in ufing a ftyle 

of reprehenfion fo fevere, concerning one of the moft brilliant 

geniufes of his age, they are defired to refle& that his uncom- 

mon powers of mind were, by a depravity of heart ftill more 

uncommon, proitituted to the bafeft purpofes, and that his 

whole life was little elfe than a courfe of inveterate, fyftemat- 

ic andtoo fuccefsful hoftility againft religion. Imordinary ' 

cafes, it is confeffed, humanity enjoins our _flence concerning 

the dead, if we cannot fpeak in their praife. But the name 

of Voltaire can never be forgotten. The ravages his writings 

have made on human virtue and happinefs, the execrations of 

thoufands and millions whofe perdition they have effected, 

muft but too effectually fecure him from that oblivion to 

which every. benevolent mind would wih to confign him. 

And humanity itfelf imperioufly claims that fuch an iMuffrious 

malefactor of the human race be held up as an object of detef- 

tation and horror. Would to Heaven this monition might be 

regarded by thofe for whofe fakes it is given! Would -to 

Heaven the /2/? fcene of this hardy champion of infidelity—a 

- feene of terror, anguifh and defpair fcarcely ever paralleled 

might prove an antidote againft the poifonous influence of his 

writings ! 



29 : 3s 

a 

Let us all remember, that this mournful celebra- 

tion of the natal day, the life and death of the firft 

of patriots, lays us under new obligations to love our 

country. What hypocrify, if after this folemn pro- 

feffion of regard to his character and memory, any 

_ of us fhould be found oppoling, or but half befriend- 

ing the intereft fo dear to his heart, fo uniformly 

the object of his life! While we mufe on the br ight 

example he has fet us, fhall there not be enkindled 

in our bofoms a flame of patriotifm fo pure, fo vig- 

orous, as fhall confume ove meaner affection, and 

triumph over every oppofing intereft ? 

I would clofe with a thought ftill more calculated, 

if poflible, to come home to all our bofoms. We 

have aflembled'this day to pay honor to diftinguifh- 

ed human virtue; to the memory of a deceafed 

earthly Benefactor. Have we ever paid our honors 

to that Eternal Source of excellence, compared with 

which all human worth is but as a feeble twinkling 

ray of light, to the unbounded fplendors of the glo- 

rious orb of day? Have our fouls ever afcended in 

love and gratitude to Him who is the unfathomabie 

and overflowing ocean whence all our ftreams of 

comfort are fupplied ? While our hearts blefg. the 

virtues and memory of WASHINGTON, are their 
~beft and tendereft affections given to Him who made 

him fach, a and who made him ours P—If this is 

the cafe, we are chargeable with i 

20 
ot 

confiftency in- 

deed—inconfiftency, Fae very Smee of which 

fhould 
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fhould be enough to cover our faces with fhame, 

and fill our hearts with forrow. May God in mer- 
cy fave us from it! May He give us hearts to love 

true goodnefs, wherever it is found, but chief- 

ly in its, Source’ May He unite our fouls to all that 
is excellent in his creatures, and render their excel- 

lencies inftrumental to attract and everlaftingly 

bind us to the glorious CREATOR ! 

HYMN. 

O cop! thy darkeft ways are juft : 
Mute we adore thine awful hand, 

Which lays our glory low in duft, 

And fpreads difmay around the land. 

Yet O! indulge our mighty grief ; 

Forgive the fighs that heave our breaft ; 
Forgive thefe tears—a fad relief— 

Thefe tears that will not be repreft. 

We weep our Father, Guardian, Friend, 

Late from our bleeding. bofoms torn. 

Lo! millions feel the wound, and bend 

In anguifh o’er his hallow’d urn. 

Nor 
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Nor wilt thou frown while thus we pay 

Affection’s tribute, Virtue’s meed : 

When WASHINGTON thou tak’ft away, 

Thou did’? our hearts with forrow bleed. _ 

With pity’s eye behold our tears ; 

Let mercy’s balm afluage our woe ; 

Becalm the tempeft of our fears, 

And fhield us ftill from ev’ry foe. 

Long may our Father’s honers bloom, 

His virtues on each heart imprett ! 

His Country’s bofom be his tomb, 

And diftant nations call him bleft! 




