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Judge not the Preacher, jor he is thy Judge;
It thou miflike him, thou conceiv’ft him not,
GOD calleth Preaching Folly: Do not grudge
T'o pick out T'reafures from an earthen Pot.
The Worlt fpeak fomething Good : If all want Senfe,
OD takes a 'Text, and preacheth Patience.
Chlurch Porck, HERBERT.

Moreover, it is required in Stewards, that a Man may be

Jound faithful. 1 Cor. 1v. 2,
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Tle varrurut Minifier.

"F. hath good Ends and Views in taking Or-
ders, and purfuine his Work., He* 1s
really moved by the Horvy Grost 3, hath a ge-
nuine Principle of Love to Gop and Curist,
and deep Concern for the Salvation of himfelf
and his Hearers. Ide takes no finful, indire& or
fufpicious Methods to get a Living, but fubmits
himfelf to Providence, and is not eager to be
rich himfelf, or to leave his Family fo. He la-
bours himfelf as he hath Ability and Opportu-
nity. Godlinefs 1s his Gain, and ferving Curist
the Fruit of his Labours, and the End of his
Life.

He may alfo be know:n By u1s DocTRINE,

He will not deny the Dignity of human Na-
ture, as {uperior to the Brutal; but he infifts.
much on its Depravity, Guilt, Pollution and
Weaknefs, as knowing, that this is the Doétrine
of the Gofpel, and the Foundation of Conver-
fation, and of all tru¢ Religion. Rom, the fecond
ana third Chapters, He




The uNraiTHFUL Minifter.

F. undertakes the Work from Sloth, or
Pride, or a Delire to live elegantly., He
Hattcrs the Rich, or Great, be they ever {o frre-
ngraus, to get Preferment: And by fuutiunﬂ‘ them
in their Vices, elpouling their polizical SLhemc S
and Meafures, or by other jfinful, or mean Come
pliainces, courts their Patronage.  He contrives to
prr:::Lh and do as little as he can, and employs
others to do the Work, allowing them little,
Ezek. xiiv. 8. Gain’s his Godlinefs : He ferves
not the Lorp Cuzist, but his own Delly, Rem.
xvi, 18. and makes it his main Care to get as
uch of this World’s Goods, and live as much
at his Eafe as he can,  TFer. xxiil. 1. Tim. vi. 5.

He may alfo be known ey His DOCTRINE.

He dwells much on the Dignity and Perfeftion
of human Nature; denies there is Need for any
profeflino Chril hans (efpecially thofe who are not
notorioully wicked) to be converted; and ad-
drefles to all his Hearers, s if they were real
Chriftians, and Heirs of Heaven, Fobn ix. the
latter Ena, He




7he FAITHF UL Mnifer.

[T- irfi"c much on the Neceflity of divine
G: o, and (¢ I.fluence of the Holy Spirit, to
enlighten Men's Underftandings, convince them
of their Guilt and Pollution, to fhew them their
Need of a Saviour, and of Repentance and Faith
in him, and direéts them to pray for this Spirit.
8 Tim. il 1. Phil. 1. 13.

He preaches Curist, his Perfon, Offices, at-
toning Blood, Merits and Interceffion, as the
Ground of our Hope of Pardon, Acceptance and
eternal Life. yet ftrongly urges the Necefficy of
moral Duties and Obedience but chiefly by Mo-
tives taken from, and peculiar to the Gofpel,
Tik 11, 4---g. 1 Cor. 18, pafl.

He aims to detect the Hypocrite, and to ex-
pole the Formalift, to convince and awaken the
felf-deceiving Sinner; and knowing the Terrors
of the Lorp, hej difplays them in all their Force
to perfuadec Men, fetting them to fearch and try
themfelves; and he reproves, rebukes, and ex-
horts, faithiully declaring the vhole Counfel of
Gop.  Afis xx.

IHe reprefents Religion as an inward experimen.
tal Thing, endeavours to bricg Men to make
Heart-work of it; recommends Self-examina-
tion, fecret Praver, conftant Watchfulnefs, and

Al




T UNFAITHFUL Mnifer. %

He dwelleth much on the Power and Will of
Man, denying, or feldom mentioning, the Aids
of the Holy Spirit, extolleth the Merit of our own
Works, and, in fo doing, leds Men to expeét
Salvation by their own partial and imperfet Obe-
dience.  Fobm xv. 1---6.

He {eldom mentions CHrisT, or only as 2
Teacher, recommening Virtue, from the Motives,
and in the Manner which a Heathen Philofopher
would do, and does not appear fond of Scripture
Language. The Fuith he preaches is an Affent
to the Trnth of the Gofpel, without relying on
the Merits of 1t’s blefled Author, and feeking
Strength from his blefled Spirit. 1Cor. 11, 2. and fin.

He dwells on mere external Forms and Duties,
coming to Church, receiving the Sacrament, be-
ing honeft, fober, and charitable; but he is very
fparing in fetting before Men the Demerit of Sin,
and the eternal Ruin which will follow it; pro-
phecying f{inooth Things, and avoiding what
would alarm and terrify, 2 Cor. v. 11.

He reduces the Standard of Religion to the ﬁ
Relith and Praltices of the prefent Dql}?; fays lic-
tle of inward Religion, and thofe fecret Affec-
tions and Exercifes, of which Gop and Carist
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gbe FAITHEFUL Minifer.

an habitual Senfe of Gep, 1n Order to obtain the
Help of the Spirit to purity the Heart, regulate
the Paflions, and promote univerfal Holinefs.
2 Cor. v. 20.

All his Aim and Bent 1s to fave Souls, and he
appears deeply ferious and much in Earneft in all
his Addrefles to his Hearers: And he 1s no fur-
ther folicitous to pleafe, than as he may beft
edify them. Gal.1. 10. Gal v, 19. 1 Cor.x. 33.

The ¥avriruL Miniffer may ¢ o e known thus :

He is in Labours abundant, preaches often,
catechifes, according to Caxox 50, and with all
Gravity, Scrioufnefs, and Affection, goes through
the public Offices, fo as to fhew that his Heart is
in his Work; and fpends the reft of the Sunday
in Reading, Meditation, Prayer, or religious Dif-
courfe in his Family. Jfa. lvii, 13, Adéis ux. 31,

He is diligent in his private Paftoral Work.
Senfible of the Worth of Souls, he wvifits lis
Parith from Houfe to Houle, where he has any
Hopes of doing Good by fuch Vifits, inquiring
into their State: Whether they fanétify the Sab-
bath, teach their Children, n.aintain Family Prayer.
He iwftrutts the Ignorant, gives or lends them

good




77« UNFAITHFUL Muifer. &

are the immediate Objelts.  Self-denial, fubduing
their carnal Inclinations, Humility in its feveral
Branches, and a Nonconformity to this World,
are feldom urged by him---and even then, without
defcending to particular Cafes, refting in Gene-
rals. 2 Cor. 1. 17, 1v. 2,

His chief Solivi'vde is to fhew his Learning, or
amufe his Hearers with fomething c¢.rious and
entertaining ; and he 13 cold and hitelefs in addrefs-
ing them on the moit important Topics; {o that
he does not appear to be 11 Earneft. 77/ 1. 9.

¢ b¢ UNTAITHFUL Miniler may alfo be kinown thus :

He does as little as he can, withour laying him.
felf open to Cenfure and Punifhiment. He 1s
fhorty, flight and i{uperficial 1v his  public
Work ; carelefs how it is done, foon weary of i,
and glad when 1s finifhed : And fpends the reft of
the Sumday in vain Company and Converfation.
1 Tim. 1v. 12. 10.

He 1s carelefs abou? private Infp:ftion and In-
ftrution: when he vifits the Sick, hurries thro’
the Form, without any ferious warm Addrefics to
their Confciences. IHs Converfation with his Pa-
rifl favours of the Werld and earthly Things,
and he f{eeks not fhein, but theirs, 2 Zor. X1, 14.
15. 27im. 11, 4.
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10 The FAITHEUL Mijuifler.

good Bou's; endeavours, efpecially in Sicknefs,
to make and ci.zrifh gcca Impreflions on thur
Hearts ; and watcheth for their Souls, as one that
muft give an Account. A5 xx.20. 2 Tim. 1v. 2.

His general Tenper and Behaviour is not only
blamelefs and inoffenfive, but has an evident Tinc-
ture of Piety and Zcal. He 1s grave 1w his Ap-
parel and Language, felf-denying, meek and con-
tented, and charitable to the Poor.  Rehgilon 2p-
appears in all his Converfe 3 he fhuns vain Com-
pany, and ail the Places of fafhionable Amuie-
ient, and makes 1t his governing Aim to adori.
the Doctrine which he preacheth, and fhine as a
Light in the World. 1 Tém.1v. 12, Titus 1. 7--9.

Iis Behaviour to his Brethren 1s honourable.
Ife 1s peaccable and moderate; loves thofe of
every Denomination, who are peaceable and pious,
withes Succefs to their Labours, and rejoices that
Crrist 1s preached and Souls are fave 1, though
by Miniiters of different Sentiments and Perfua-
fions from lLimielt., Phil. 1, 18, Rom. xiv. 1.
1 Tim. 11, 24, 25,

s el 1 el— ———L — mle. Jin

Note to this ® Reference.  See Page 4.

I F.«’L"CT}" M:mﬂtr al hi'i Ofdiﬂatiﬂﬂ iﬂ Hﬂf.ﬂ'd this (.hlﬂﬂiﬂn by
the Bifhop at the Altar—** Do you truit, that you are -
¢ wardly moved by the Hory Grost to take upon you the
Office ? Do you think you are truly called according to the
Will of Cuerst I”~And he anfwess 2 the Affismatives:

'The




9h¢ UNFAITHFUL Miif

Jeils I}

He loves Sports and Amufements, is oftener
feen mn the Affemblies of Vanity than in the
Church. He brcaks through Cavon 75, He
loves the Company of the Senfual and Gay; o,
it his Behaviour is regular and decent, there ap-
pears little of a devotional; zealous Spirit in him,
and he fpends that Time 1n hiterary Amufements
or Idlenefs, which fhould be employed for the
Service of his Flock. 1 Tim.1v. 13, 15. 2 Tim.
1Pa Lo

He often cenfures in public, and fneers in pri-
vate his Brethren who have more Piety and Zeal
tnan himielt; calls them Enthuiiafts, however
' rational they may be, or Methodifts, howcver
| uncunntctad they may be with them, and does
what he can to injure their Characters, and leilen
thL r- B “E(:LITI and Ufefulnefs. Third Epiff. of St.

Tobn, Ver. g ard 10

2 - — el B = i el

The Meaning of which folemn (Queflion he oupht theie-
fore l;hnrnuwhl) to underftand.—An eminent Cafuift has un-
warily declared [Sec Dp. Savnderfon r# his Scrmen on 1 Cor. vil.
24. Falio Edition] that, He who has a due Regard to hig
Education, Abilities, and Inclination, may relt fecure in his Con-
{-icnce, that he has this inward Calling to the Miniftry, s
aot fuch an Affertion (and by fo sreat and good a Man too)
altonifhing ?—Is 1t fcarcely credible (but iu it 1s) that he
{liould pever fo much as once mention Holinels as a Requiite.

B 2 | I




( 12 )

In Order therefore to give the true Meaning of this impor.
rant Queftion, et it be obferved, that there are two Qualifica-
tions effentially neceflary for oll fuch, as are €Candidates for
Ordination ; without which they cannot juftly be faid to have
(his inward Call, or to be moved by the Horny Guosr.

I, Oue of which is eminent, and high Degrees of Love to

CurisT, and Zeal for his (:Inr\. whofe Commiflion they are
to receive for teeding his Flock.,—At the Reftoration of St.

Perer, he is thrice afked, ¢¢ Lovelt thou me?" (Fobe xxi.
15, 16, and 17.) and thus enjoin’d, < Feed my Shee,
Feed my lambn " For Loveis an aflive Principle kindled by
the Holy Spizit. ¢ When thou art converted, fays our Sa-
wicur, ftrengthen thy Brethren,”

[I. The other Qualification (and an indilpenfable one it is)
1s a warm and affectionate Zeal for the Good and Salvation of
Souls, whom ChrisT has purchafed with his moft »nrecjous
Blood. ”

A Minifter fhould not only have Qualities and Endowments
to be outwardly tryed, and to be outwardly call’d, but he

maft likewife be confcious of the cternal Sanéity of his own

Heart, He muft have Holine/s as well as Education, Abilities
and Inclination.—~"The inward Motion, or Call to the Miniftry,

15 the Work of Gop’s Holy Spirit, evidenced by its Fruits,—

And the Queftion is, “ Do you truft that you are inwardly

*“ moved (or called) by the HoLy GuosTt?” - 9
It is to be wifhed that every Clergyman would at leaft every

Quarter read over the Form of ordaining Priefts and Deacnns,
and that their Hearers would likewife occafionally read it,

that they may the better be enabled to judge how far thﬂr
Minifters do, or do not aét confiftently with it,

Tuese
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Turse are the Out-lines, or general Marks
and Evidences of rarruruL and uNFaITHFUL
Minifters. It were eafy to prove this by other
appofite Texts of Scripture; but the Cafe lies
plain before the Obfervation of every confiderate
Man. By this Sketch, Chnftians may judge of
their Minifters, and {ee who are moft worthy of
Attention, Reverence and Efteem. There may
be, and are, Differences in Sentiment about leffer
Matters between faithtul Minifters: But it is eafy
to {ce, who preach agrecably to the Gofpel, and
like Men in Earneft, giving themfelves wholly to
fpiricual Concerns and the Care ot their Parifhes,
as far as 1s confliltent with neceflary Avocations ;
and who preach only for Pay, and neglet the
Souls committed to their Care.,

Try therefore the Spirits, 1 Fobn iv. 2. Ad-
here f{teadily to thofe Minifters who appear to be
faithful and zealous, however their Brethren may
defpife or cenfure them, and earneftly pray to the
L.orp of the Harveft, that he would fend forch
many faithful altive Labourers into his Harveft,
See Matth, 1x. 48.




The following VERSES were compyfed by a Pious
Clergyman in Virginia, who preaches to Seven
Congregations, ibe nearct of which meets at the
Difance of frve Miles from bis Houfe, as be was
returning Home in a very gloomy and rainy Night.

OME, heav’nly penfive Contemplation, come,
oA Pofiefs my Soul, and folemn Thoughts inf{pire,
The facred Hours, that with too fwift a Wing
Inceflant hurry Ly, nor quite claps’d,

TPemand a ferious Clofe.  Then be my Soul
Sedate and {olemn, as this Gloom of Night,
That thickens round me. Free fromCare, compos’d
Be all my Soul, as this dread Solitude,

Thio” which with gloomy Joy I make my Way,
Above thefe Clouds, above the {pacious Sky,

In whofe vaft Arch thefe cloudy ““ceans roll,
Difpenfing Fatnefs to the Waorld below

There dwells The MajesTv, whole fingle Hand
Props univerfal Nature, and who deals

His lib'ral Bleflings to this lictle Globe,

The Refidence of VWormsy where Adam’s Sons,

Thoughtlels of him who taught their Souls to think,
Ramiole in voin Purfuits.  The Hofts of Heav’n,
Cherubs and Seraphs, Potentates and Thrones,
Array’d n glorious Light, hover on Wing

Beforc his Throne, and wait his fov’reign Nod :
Wich ative Zeal, with facred Rapture fir'd,

To
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To his extenfive Empire’s utmoft Bound

They bear his Orders, and his Charge perform,

Yet he, ev'n he (ye Minifters of Flame,

Admire the Condefcenfion aud the Grace!)

Employs a Mortal, form’d of meaneft Clay,

Debas’d by Sin, whofe beft Defert is Hell ;

Employs him to proclaim a Saviour’s Name,

And offer Pardon to a rebel World. .

This Day my Tongue, the Glory of my Frame,

E.njoy’d the IHonour of his Advncate :

Immortal Souis, of more tranfcendent Worth

‘T'han Opbir, or Per«’s exhaultleis Mines,

Are trufted to my Care. Important Truft!

What if fomewretched Soul (tremendous Thought 1)

Once favour’d with the Gofpel’s joyful Seund,

Now loft, for ever loft thro’ my Negledt, '

In dire infernal Glooms, with flaming Tongue,’

Be heaping Execrations on my Head,

Whilflt here fecure I dream my Life away !

What if fome Ghoft, cut off from Life and Hope,

With fierce defpairing Eyes up-turn’d to Heav’n,

That wildly ftare, and witnets Horrors huge,

Be roaring horrid, ‘¢ Lowv, avenge my Biood

On that unpitying Wircetch, who faw me run

Wit full Career the dire enchanting Road

To thefe devouring Flames, yet warn’d me not;

Or faintly warn’d me, and with languid Tone,

And cool Harangue, denounced eternal Fire,

And Wrath divine?” At the dread [hockingThought

My Spirit fhudders, and all my inmoft Soul

Trembles and fhrinks. Sure, it the plaintive Cries
Of
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