vTAnACCOUNT

£ Of a REMARKABLE

- WORK of GRACE

Or the great Succels of the Gofpel
in VIRGINIA,

R A

In a' Letter f'rom ‘the Rev. Mr. Davis of
-Hanover County in Virginia, to the Rev.
- Mir. Bellamy of Betblem in’ New-England :

=‘With an Account of the State of RELIGION
in feveral Parts of Nortb- Amem'a, from.
1743 to Fune' 1751. ’

. ‘Lownpon: Seld by ¥.Lewis in Pater-nofier- Row, and
. G Eﬂg/{ﬁdd in Weft-Street near the Swga-Dml: 1752,
[Pnce One Peny. T

. Rev. and Dear §IR, .a'w > ’

F the Publication of a Narrative of" fhe Rﬁ'c, Pro-
grefs, and prefent Situation of Religion in Virginia,
may not only be agreeable to gdbod People, but

.alfo,-as you give me Reafon to hope, animate their

- Prayers for us, and encourage Preachers to come inte . .

“thefe Parts; 1 fhould' charge myfelf with a criminal ~

- Negledt, if Ideclined publithing thesmarvellous Works

of the Lord among us ; it being evident that the Holy

+ 8pirit hath effettually wrought upon many. i
Before the Revival in 1743, there werea few who °

" wereawakened, as they have told me, either by ferious

- Refleftion, fuggeﬁed and enforced bydivine Energy, ér

on reading fome Authors of the laft Centary, partx-

cularly Bofton, Baxter, Flavel, Bunyar.

Theie was one Mr. Saniuel. l‘llorm, who being for fome
time very much concerned about his own Salva'i ion, after
obtaining blefled Relicf in Chrit, became zealous fag
- the Salvation of his Neighbours, and very ean ft to ufe
Means to awaken them. This wasthe TenZency of his
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Converfation ; and he alfo read to them thofe Authors
which had been moft‘afeful to himfelf, particularly Lz-
ther on the Galatians, and his Table Difcourjes, -and feveral
Pieces of honeft Bunyan’s. By this Means fome of the
Neighbours became more thoughtful about their Souls ;
‘but the Concern was not very extenfive. 1 have pre-
vailed 6n my gdod Friend juft now riamed, who was the
_chief private Inftrument of ‘promotiitg the liteWork, and
- -therefore'well dcquairited With it, to write'me a Narra-
“tive of -its_Rife and Progrefs, and fhis, together with
what heand others have told me, I fhall prefent to you.

<« In the Yedr 1740, Mr. Whitefield had preached at
Williamsburg at the Invitation of Mr. Blair -our Jite
Commiffary : But we being fixty Miles from William/-
‘burg, he left the Colony be?dre we had an Opportunity
of hearing him.  In the Yedr-1743, a young Gentle-
.man from Scotland, had;got a Book of ‘Mr. Whitefield®s
"Serinons -preached at G/sfow, which had been ‘taken
from his Mouth in fhort hand : After I had read it,
with great Benefit, I invited my Neighbours to come
and hear it read. 'The plainnefs and fervency of thefe
Difcourfes, being attended with the Power of theLord,
:many wete. convinced of tlieir undone Condition, and -
were sperfuaded to feek "Déliverance -with the:gredteft
“Eatneftnefs. ‘A confidérable Number metto hear thefe
“Sermons every Sabbathi, and-frequently en Week-Days,
""The Concern of fome was fo:great, -that they could not
‘avoid crying qut, and weeping bitterly, & ‘Their
Indications of religious’ Concern -were fo ‘ftrange and
uncommon, that they -could not be occafiened by -Exam-
‘ple or Sympathy, for the Affectationof them would; have
een fo unprofitable‘an Inftance-cf Hypocrify, that none
“could ‘be tempted to'it. At'lemgth: my Dwelling:houfe
- was too ‘fmall to contain-the Peopie, therefore we de-
_termined to build a Meeting-houfe, 'meerly for Reading.
And we having never been ufed to focial extenpor: Prayer,
“none of us durft attempt it. By this fingle Mean fcvéral
were awakened, and their Conduct ever fince is'a Proof
“of the Continuante ‘and “happy ‘Hfue of -their Imprefii-
éns. When the Report was {pread abroad, I was in-
“vited to feveral Places to read thefe Sermons, 'at'a con-
fiderable diftance ; -and by this Means the Concern was
nrgpagated, : ‘
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About this Time, our abfenting onrfelves from the
eftablified Church, contrary, as was alledged, to the
Laws of the Land, was taken notice of, and we werg
called upon by the Cours to affign qur Reafons for it, .
and to declare what Denomination we were of As
we knew but little of any Denomination of Diffenters,
except Quakers, we were at a lofs what Name to affume.
At length recolle@ing that Luther was a noted Reformer,
and that his Books had been of great Service to us, we
declared ourfelves Lutberans 3 and thus we continugd
till Providence fent us the Rev. Mr. Hilliam Robinfon.

This Mr. Robinfon was a zealous, laborious Minifter
of Chrit, who by the Permiffion of the Prefbytery,
took a Journey through the new Settlements in Penft/-
vania, Virginia, and "Noeth Carolina.  He founded a
Congregation at Lunenburg.  In Amelia alfo, a Coyr-
try fomewhat nearer us than Lumesburg, his Labours
were extenfively bleft: And while ke was there, fome
cf o.r People fent him an Invitation ta come and preach
at our Reading-houfe. Being fatisfied about the found-
nefs of his Principles, and being informed that the
.Method of his preaching was awakening, we were yery
defirous to hear him. On the fixth of Fufy 1743, he
preached his firft Scrmon to us from Lu*e xiii. 3. and
continued with us preaching four Days fucceffively.
‘The Congregation was large the firft Day, and vaftly
increafed the three enfuing. *Tis hard for the livelielt
‘Imagination to form an Idea of the Condition of the
Affembly on thefe %qri_oug Days of the Son of Man.
. Such of us as had been hungring for the Word befare,

were loft in agreeable Surprife apd Aftonithment’; and
fome could not refrain from publicly declaring their
Tranfport : We wvere.overwhefmed with the Thoughts
of the unexpetted Gooduefs of God, in allowing us to
hear the Gofpel preached in a Manner that furpaffed
.our Hopes. Many that came through Curjofity were
pricked 1o the Heart, and but few in the numerous Af-
femblies on thefe four Days appeared unaffeted. They
- returned alarmed with Apprehenfions of their dangerous
Condition, convinced of their former entire Ignorance
.of Religion, and earneftly enquiring ewhat they foould
d2 to be faved. And there is Reafon to believe there
- Az was
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was as much Good done by thefc four Sermons, as by
all the Sermons preached in thefe Pasts before or fince.
Before Mr. Robinfon left us, he fuccefsfully endea-
voured to corre&t fome of our Antinomian Miftakes, and
to bring us to carry on the Worthip of God more re-
gularly at our Meetings. After this we met to read
good Sermons, ad began and concluded with Prayer
and finging of Pfalms, which till then we had omitted.

The Blefling of God remarkably attended thefe more pri- .

vate Means ; and it was really aftonithing to obferve
the folemn Impreflions begun or continved in many, by
hearing good Difcourfes read. I had repeated Invita-
tions to come to many Places round, fome of them 30
or 40 Miles diftant, to read. Confiderable Numbers

attended with earneft Attention and awful Solemnity, and

feveral were in a Judgment of Charity turned to God,
and, hereupon erefted Meeting-houfes, and chofe Rea-
_ ders among themfelves, by which the Work wae more
extenfively carried on. ' .
Soon after Mr. Robinfon left us, the Rev. Mr. Folu
Rlair paid us a fhort Vifit; and truly he came to us in
the Fulnefs of the Gofpel of Chrift. Former Impref-
fions were ripened, and new ones made on many Hearts.
One Night in particular 2 whole Houfe-full of People
was quite overcome with the Power of the Word, par-
ticularly by one pungent Sentence. They could hardly
keep themfelves under any proper Reftraints: So ge-
‘neral was the Concern, during his Stay with us, and
fo ignorant were we of the Danger of Apoftafy, that
we pleafed ourfelves with the Thoughts of more being
brought to Chrift at that time, than now appears to
have been; though there is ftill the greateft Peafon to
hope that {everal bound themfelves to the Lord in an
everlafting Covenant never to be forgotten

Some time after this, ‘the Rev. Mr. Roen was fent us
by the Prefbytery of Newcaffle.  He continued with us
longer than any of the former, and the happy Effe&ts of
his Miniftrations are ftill apparent. He was inftrumen-
tal in beginning and promoting the religious Concern
in feveral Places where there was little Appearance of
it before. ''This, together with his fpeaking pretty free-
ly about the Degeneracy of the Clergy in this Colony
gave,



D - R
“gave a general Alarm, and fome Meafures were cox-
“certed to fupprefs us. To incenfe the Indignation of -
“the Government the more, a perfidious Wretch made

Oath that he heard Mr. Rca. utter blafphemous Ex-
_preflions in his Sermon. An IndiGment was thereupon
drawn up againft Mr. Rear (though by that time he fad
. departed the Colony) and fome who had invited him to
preach at their Honfes were cited to appear before the
" general Court, and two of them were fined. Whilemy
‘Caufe was upon Trial, I had Reafon to rejoice that
the Throne otP Grace is acceflible in all Places, and that
helplefs Creatures can fend up -their Defires - unfeen,
in the midft of a Croud. Six Witnefles were cited to
prove the Indiétment againft Mr. Roar, but their Depo-
fitions were in his Favaur ; and the Witnefs, who ac-
cufed him of Blafphemy, when heheard of the Arrival
of Mr. Tennent and Mr. Fizlcy, fled and has not returned
fince, fo that the Indictment was dropt. . But I had Rea-
fon to fear, being banithed the Colony, and all Cir-
cumftances feemed to threaten the Extirpatien of Reli-
gion among the Diflenters in thefe Parts.

In thefe Difficulties, having no Perfon of a public
Charater to’ appear in .our Favour, we determined to
acquaint the Synod of New-¥ork with our Cafe. Ac-
cordingly four of uswentto the Synod May 1745, when
the Lord favoured us with Succefs. The Synod drew
up an Addrefs to our Governor, "the Hon. William
-Goock, and fent it with Mr. Tesnent and Mr. Finley, who
were received by the Governor with Fepe&;, znd had
Liberty granted them to preach among ds. By this
Means .the dreadful Cloud was fcattered for a while,
and our languifhing Hopes revived. -They continued
with ps.about.a Week, and though the Deluge of Paf-
fipn in which we.wgre at firlt overwhelmed, was by, this
time fomewhat abated, .yet much Goed was done .by
their Miniftry. The People of God. were refrethed, and.
feveral carelefs Sinpers were awakened. -Some that had
trafted before in. their moral Conduct and religious Du-
ties, were convinced of the Depravity of their ivature,
and, and the Neceflity of Regeneration ; -.theugh indeed
there. were but few unregenerate Perfons amoag vs at
that time, that could claim io regular a Character,

- Agj . the
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the moft Part indulging themfelves in criminal Liber-
ties, and being remifs in the Duties of Religion, which,
_alas! is too commonly the Cafe ftill in thofe Parts of
the Colony the late Revival did not extend to.

After theyleftus, we were for a confiderable time with-
out a Minifter, and continued our Meetings for Reading
ald Prayer in feveral Places, and the'Lord favoured
us with his Prefence. I was again and again prefented
and fined in Court for abfenting myfelf from Church,
and keeping up unlawful Meetings, as they were cal-
Yed: But the Bufbs flourifbed in the Flames. :

Thofe that were next appointed to fupply us, were the
Rev. Mr. William Tennent and Mr.Samuel Blair. They
adminiftred the Lord’s Supper among us for the firft
Time (fince our feparating from the Church of England)
and we have Reafon ever to remember it as a moft glo-
rious Day of the Son of Man. The Affembly was large,
and the Novelty of the Manner of the Adminiitration,
did particularly engage their Attention. It appeared
as one of the Days of Heaven to fome of us; and we
could hardly help withing, we could with Fsbna have
delayed the Revolutions of the Heavens to prolong it.
After Mr. Tennent and Mr. Blair were gone, K/Ir. White-
field came and preached four or five Days, which was
the happy Means of giving us farther Encouragement,
and engaging others to the Lord, efpecially among the
Church People, who received the Gofpel more readily
from him than from Minifters of the Prefbyterian De-
nomination. -After his Departure, we were deftitute of
2 Minifter, and followed oar ufual Method of Reading
and Prayer at our Meetings, till the Rev. Mr. Davis,
our prefent Paitor, was fent usby the Prefbytery to fup-
ply us a.few Weeks in the Spring, 1747, when our
Difcouragements from the Government were renewed
and multiplied : For, upon a Lord’s Day, a Proclama-
tion was fet up at our Meeting-koufe, Striftly requiring
all Mag firates to fupprefs and probibit, as fur asthey ligally
copldy ad itinerant Preachers, &c. which occafioned us
to forbear Reading that Day, till we had Time to deli-
berate =nd confult what was ‘expedient to be done ; but

" how joyfully were we furprifed before the next Sabbath,
when we unexpeé&tedly heard that Mr. Dagies was come
: tg
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to preach for a long time among us, and efpecially that
he had qualified himfelf according to Law, and got four
'Meeting-houfes likewife among us, which had never .
been before! Thus Man’s Extremity is the Lord’s Op-
portunity.  For this feafonable Interpofition of Divine
Providence, we defire to offer our grateful Praifes, and

we earneftly requeft the Friends of Zior to concur
with us.” _ - .

Tbus far Mr. Morris’s Narrative.  Then the Rev. Mr.
- Davies proceeds to give an Account of the State of their Af-
Jairs fince be came among them in April 1747.

Upon my Arrival, I petitioned the general Court to
grant me a Licenfe to officiate in and about Hazorer, at
four Meeting-houfes, which after fome delay was grant-
ed, upon my qualifying according to the A& of Tlole-
ration. I preached frequently in Hanover, and fome of
the adjacent Countries ; and though the Fervour of the
late Work was confiderably abated, and my Labours
were not blefled with Succefs equal to thofe of my Bre-
thren, yet I have Reafon to hope they were of Service
in feveral Inftances. The Importunities they ufed with
- me to fettle with them were invincible, and upon my

Departure, they fent a Call for me to the Prefbytery.
After I returned from Virginia, I {pent near a Year under
melancholy and confumptive Languithings, expe&ing
Death. Inthe Spring 1748, Ibegan flowly to recover,
though I-then looked upon it only as the Intermiffion of
a Diforder that would finally prove mortal. - But.upon
the Arrival of 2 Meflenger from Hanover, I put my Life
in my Hand, and determined to accept of their Call;
hoping I might live to prepare the Way for fome more
ufeful Succeflor, and willing to expire under the Fatigues
of Duty, rather than in voluntary Negligence.

. The Hon. Sir William Goock, our late Governar, al-
ways difcovered a ready Difpofition to allow us all
claimable Privileges, and the greateft Averfion to per-
fecuting Meafures ; but confidering the fhocking Re-
ports ipread abroad concerning us by officious Malig-
naats, it was no great Wonder the Council difcovered
a confiderable Reluftance to tolerate us. Had itbnot

. . - cen
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‘béen for this, I perfuade myfelf they would have fhewn
themfelves the Guardians of our legal Privileges, aswell
" as generous Patriots to their Country, which is the Cha-
ratter generally given them.  In Odtober 1748, befides
the four Meeting-houfes already mentioned, the People
petitioned for the licenfing of three more,  which with
-great difficulty was obtained: Among thefe feven, I

have hitherto divided my Time. Three of them are

in Hanover County, the other four in the Counties of
Henrico, Carolina, Louifa, and Goochland.  The neareft
-are 12z or 15 Miles diftant from each other, and the Ex-
tremes about 40. My Congregation is very much dif:
perfed, and notwithftanding the Number of Meeting-
‘houfes, fome live zo, fome 30, and a few 40 Miles
“from the nearet. Were they all compa&ly fituate in
ong County, they would be fufficient to form three
-diftin& Congregations. -Many of the Church People alfo
“attend when there is Sermon at any of thefe Houfes.
This I looked upon at firft as meerly Curiofity after
Nowelty ; butas it continues, and in fome Places feems
to increafe, I cannot but look upon it as a happy To-
ken of their being at length thoroughly wrought upon.
-And I have the greater Reafon to hope fo now, as Ex-.
perience has confirmed my former Hopes: F: ilf;?' or fixty
* Familtes being thus happily intangled in the Net of the
Gofpel by their own Curiofity, or fome fuch Motive.
‘There are about 300 Communicants jn my Congrega-
tion, ‘of whom the greateft Number are in the Judgment
‘of rational Charity real Chriftians. ‘Befides fome, who
being exceflively fcrupulous, do not fegk Admiffion to
the Lord’s Table. There is alfo a Number of Negraes.
Sometimes I fee a 100 and more among my Hearers.
{ Pfel. 68. 31.) I have baptifed about 40 of them with-
in thefe three Years, upon fuch a Profeflion of Faith as
I then judged credible. ‘Some of them I fear have
apoftatiled, but others, I truft, will perfexere to the
End. I 'have had fatisfying Evidences of :the fincere
Piety of feveral of them, as ever I'had from.any Perfon

in'my Life ; and their artlefs Simplicity, their paffionate

Afpirations and Breathings after Chrift, their inceffant
Endeavours to know and do the Will of God have
. greatly
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greatly delighted me. But alas! while my Chargeis fo exten-
- five, I cannot take fufficient pains with them for their In-
ftru@tion, which often troubles me. There have been In-
ftances of unhappy Apoftafy among us, but blefled be God,
not many in Proportion to the X&umber brought under 4
Concern. At prefent there are a few under promifing Im-
preflions ; but in general a lamentable Security' prevails.
OF! for a littleReviving in our Bondage. I might have given you
a particular Account of the Converfion of fome Perfons here,
as indeed there are fome uncommon Inftances of it, but I'thall
only obferve in general, that abftratting from particular Cir-
cumftances, the Work of Converfion has been carried on in
fuch Steps as are defcribed by experimental Divines, as 4//ein,
Shepherd, Stoddard, Flavel, &c. And nothing confirms me
more in the Truth of their Opinions about experimer.tal Piety,
than the Agreement as to the Subftance, in the Exercifes of
tho'e that can make the faireft Claim to faving Grace.
There is one lfzac Oliver here, whofe Hiftory, could
T write it intelligibly to you, would be very entertain-
«ing. He has been deaf and dumb from his Birth, and
yet, I have the greateft Reafon to believe he is truly gra-
-cious, and alfo acquainted with moft of the Dod&rines ;
‘and many of the hiftorical Fa&s of the Bible. I have feen
him reprefent the Crucifixion of Chrift in fuch fignificant Signs,
that I could not but underftand them. Tliofe that live in
the Houfe with him can .hold Converfation with him very
- readily. There is fo much of the devout Ardour of his Sou]
¢ difcovered at Times, as is really affe&ting, and I have feen
him converfe in Signs aboit the Love arid Sufferings of Chrift
till he has been tranfported into Earneftnefs, and diffolved,
into Tears. The above Mr. Morris, with whom he lives, has
told me, that eight Years ago he appeared remarkably
changed, and ever fince is very confcientious in the whole of
hisBehaviour: he generally delights to attend both public and
Family-worfhip, though he cannot heara Word ; and is ob-
{crved fometimes to retire to fecret Prayer, though he figni-
fies that he is praying with his Heart, when about his Bufi- -
nefs, or in Company, which is peculiarly pra&icable to him,
as in all Places he enjoys Retirement.

I could relate feveral Peculiarities about him, but as
they are unintelligible to myfelf, or might fecm incredi-
ble to thofe that are unacquainted with him, I omit thersri.

. . o
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So-much, hewever, I know of him, that I cannot but look
tpon him as a mirauculous Monument of Almighty Grace,
that can perform his Purpofes on Men, notwithftanding the

eateft natural or moral lmpedimen;s ; and ] fubmitit to the
ﬁdgment of others, whether a Perfon fo incapable of cxter-
mal Inftru@ions, could be brought to kiow. the My#teries of
the Kingdom of Heaven any other Way than' by immediate
Revelation. Befides the People in this Plzce, feveral of my
Brethren, who have been here, pmfticdarly Mr. Sgmyel Blair,
and Mr. Fobr Roan, can atteft thig Relation. I forgot to
inform you in its proper Place, that the Rev. Mr. Davenport
was fent by the Syned to Hanover laft Summer, ard conti-
nued here about two Months: And bleffed be God, he did
not labour in vain. Some were brought under Concern, and

‘many of the Lord’s People much revived, who can never for-

get the Inftrument of it. —— Thus, dear Sir, 1 have given
you a brief Account of what I'm perfuaded you will readily
own to be the Work of the Lord. ~We claim no Infatlibility, |
‘but we muft not fall into Seepticifm. If we could form no
Judgment of fuch a Work, why fhould we pretend to pro-’
‘mote the Converfion of Men, if we cannot have any Jatisfjing
Knowledge of it, when it appears ? Indeed the Evidence of
its Divinity here is fo irrefiftible, that it has extorted an Ac-
knowledgment from fome, from whom it could hardly be
expe@ed. . Were you, Sir, a narrow Bigot, you would, no
doubt, rejoice to hear that there arc now fome Hundreds of
God’s Peogle in 3 Place where a few Years ago there were
not Tez; but I affure myfelf of your Congratulations on a
nobler Account, becaufe a confiderable Number of perithing
Sinners are.gained to the blefled Redeemer, with whom tho’
you never fee them here, you may fpend a blifsful Eternity —

“After all, poor Pirginia demands your Compaffion ; for Re-

ligion at prefent is but like the Cloud which E/ijab’s Servant
‘faw. . Oh-that it may fpread and cover the Land !

Asto other Counties where Diffenters are fettled. There
‘are two Congregations, one in A/bemarle, and one in Augufta
‘County, belonging to the Synod of Philadelphia, that have
‘Minifters fettled among them : But thofe that have put them-
felves under the Care of Newsaft/e Prefbytery (which are vaftly
more numerous) notwithftanding their repeated Endeavours,
are ftill deftitute of Minifters, There are as many of them
as would form five diftin&t Congregations, three at leaft in

' ' Augufia,

<A
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- ffvania, and twoor three in'Maryland, be
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Augufla, one in Frederica, “one at’ lealt in Lunenburg and
Amelia. Notwithftanding the Supplies our Prefbytery have
‘fent thetn, fome of them, particularly Luzcnburg, have been
‘above a Year together without one Sermon, I hoge
-ore of them will foon ‘be -provided” with a Paftor, - {
"2 pious young Man, Mr. 70dd, fent by"New-Brunfwick Pref-
‘bytery, but 1’have no Profpeét as to the reft; for'l can now
*coutit tip at leaft fix or feven deftitute Congf:,egations ‘in Pen-

des the five' men-
“tloned in the Frontier ‘Counties of ¥irginia, and one'of the
‘Places'where T-preach, which T would willingly leave, if
“the People could ‘have another'Minifter. And there are about
'v2 Members in"Newedftle Prefhytery, and 2 or 3 Candidates
*that arfe ;preingaged to deftitute Congregations in Penfilvania .
“We'have indeed of late'licerifed feveral pious Youths, but our
'Congregations increafe almoft as faft as“our Minifters, by the
Settlement 6f ‘mew Places, “or the breaking out of a religious
“Conceérn in'Places where there was little before ; ‘and fome of
~our moft ufeful Members are lately called Homeby Death ;
‘naniely, Mr. Robinfon, and Mr. Dean, and alfo Mr. Samuel
‘Blair. ‘May the Lord incline faithful Minifters from Neee -
‘England, or wherever they may be fpared, to come and
“help us! While thefe: Congregations have been deftitute of
fettted 'Paftors, itenerant Preaching among them'has, 'by the
Bleffing of God, 'been very ufeful. -Mr. Robinfin underwent
‘great-Hardthips-in North Carofira without mach Succéfs, by
“teafon of the Fewnefs and “favage Tgnorance of the Inhabi-
'tants ; but the Cife'is now happily iltered. A new Congre-
.gation, I'thirk’ upon Pee-dee River, {ent a Petition'latély tc
-our'Prefbytery for-a'¥inifter. ‘Befides this, I hear ¢f fevera)
other Places tn Nortl Carolina, ‘that are tipening very fat fo,
~the Golpel. ¢ rhat “the Lord ‘would fer'd forth faithful La.
bourers into bis Harveft! "Wir. Rodinfon was the. Inftrament o
awakening :feveral ‘in’Lansitarg and Amelia, with whom ]
‘lately' {pent-a’Fortnight, ‘at their earneft Defire ; and there i,
2'Profpect of doing much Service, were they furniflied wit}
a faithful' Minifter. ‘It was redlly afliting to me that .th,
‘Neceflity of my own' Con’gr{:gation coriftrained me to "leav,
- them fo'foon.  ‘In.Augsfia there is a great Number of {oli,
- lively-Chriftians. ‘There was a~preétty ‘general Awakenin
there, fome Years ago, under thé Miniftry 6fMr "Dean, an
Mr. Byram 1 believe three ‘Minifters might'live very comr |
fortably among them. In Frederick County there hasbals !
. Ce

-
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been (as I am informed by my Brethren who have been
there) a confiderable Awakening fome Years ago, which has
had a blefled Iffue in many, and the Congregation have been
feeking a Minifter thefe feveral Years. _In Maryland alfo,
there has been a confiderablé Revival, or perhaps the firft
Plantation of Religion in Ba..imore County, where I am in-
formed Mr." Whittlgjea is likely to fettle.  In Kent County,
and Queen Anne’s, a Number of carelefs Sinners have been
awakened and hopefully brought to Chrift. The Work was
- begun and chiefly carried on by the Inftrumentality of that
favoured Man Mr. Rebinfon, whofe Succefs, whenever I re-
flect upon it, aftonithes me. Oh! he did much in a lite
Time, and who would not choofe fuch an expeditious Pil-
. grimage through this World? There is a great Stir aboutReli-
gion in Brckingrram, aPlace on theSea-fhore, about four Years
ago,which hasfince ipread and iffued in 2ahopeful Converfion in
- feveral Inftances. 'They alfo wanta Minifter. But the moft;

_glorious Difplay of Divine Grace in Maryland has been in..
and about Somerfet County. It began, I'think, in 1745,

by the Miniftry of Mr. Rebinfon, and was afterwards-carried -
on by feveral Minifters that preached occafionally there about
- two Months, when the Work was at its Height, and I ne-

ver faw fuch a deep and fpreading Concern: The Affemblies

werg numerous, though in the Extremity of a cold Winter,
i and unwearied in attending the Word; and frequently there
i were very few among them that did not give fome plain In-
| dications of Diftrefs or Joy. Oh! thefe were the happieft
“ Days that ever my Eyes faw! Since that, the Harveft {feems
. over there, though confiderable Gleanings, I hear, ‘are ftill
. gathered. They have of late’ got Mr. Henry for their Mi-
! nifter, a young Man, who, 1 truft, will be an'extenfive’
i Blefling to that Part of the Colony. o
ii I fhall efteem it, dear Sir, as a great Blefling, if you and
" others of the Lord’s Servants and People in diftant Parts, will
" favour us with your Prayers: And lEall be glad to corre-
., fpond with them.  Our Acquaintance with the varioys Parts
» of the Church, qualifies us to adapt our Prayers to their

. State. May your Divine Mafter blefs you and fucceed your
' Miniftrations, and pour out his Spiri&,oﬁ the Land where ycu

» refide.  Iam, & o

anoter, Jume 28, 1751. )
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