Faithful Minifters the Fathers of the
C HURCH.
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ON OCCASION

Of the Dcath of the Reverend Mr Samuer
Brair, who departed this Life Fuly 5.

1782,

T T

By Sanmuer Finrey, A. M. Minifter-of--
the Gofpel at Notismgbam in Penfylvama.

Plal. CXII, 6. TZie R
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Rememorance.

ightous [hall be in everlafling




@@@@ H E S E Words are the Encomium
AL B of Elijab, oncof the greareft Propi‘eﬁ,
@Hﬁ*? T ¥~ the Hiltory of whofe Life is full of
-«f@“"w?# Wonders, and {hines in the antient

GETFD = Annals of /r2el. He was r-markable
ﬁ@@ﬁ for burning Zeal, undaunted (_.ourage,
and miractlous Gifts : Tnc Terror of boldeit Tranf-
greflors, and favourite of godly Men. As he wae
very jealous for the Lerd Ged of Hoffs, and fought
not his own Glory, o God emmmtls‘ honour'd him
while he hiv’d on Earth, but itill more in his De-
p.lrture hence, havmg tr.mf sted bim that be ﬂ!e# d
et fee Dearp. Ot this God gave hin previous
Notice: And when the Time drew near, in which
he was to be taken up to Heaven, he vilited the
Schools of the Propncls, as onc tenderly concern’d
tor the Prn!penty of the Church Militant. He was
accomipany ’d by his faithul Atendant Elifla, who,
fuli of A%&ion w Lis honoured Mafter, abk)lutl‘.ly
rcinfed to leave him.
The intended Vifiration being p“rﬁ)r"n’d the
veneranie \lqes waitk'd along, mnverlmg, doubtlefs,
mrh an heavenly Ru th, ot the important Concerns
of Relig ,un . when ail vf a fucdden v;rpmrcfl a Charsot
o ki e, anl Hev'es f:;“‘ Five.  Holy Angds are “em-
A ploy’d




(s

ploy’d in earrying dcpamd &um into 4br
fum ; and we may jultly couclude that it
who aflum’d the F"igurc ot a Charior, an;’. Hor(cs, '
t that ia Brightnefs, not in Heat, refembled Fire. They

cafry invifibly the departed Souls of the nghtctms to
Glory, but as Elijabh was to be taken to Hea

with his 3ody, there was the greatelt Propricty in
their appemng vifible ; and as he had a&r:d ‘nenoble
Klero 4n the Caufe of God, 1t was fit and mn&tmt,
that he fhou'd be carryed in State; like 3 glon sus
Conqueror in his tnumphal Chariox. |
Thc Charm moit probably, appearad runmng 3
pon the ground to meet them , and parting them §
afunder cavight upBiijeb and afcendcd retu‘gcnt toHeaven. §
Here we ar- brought to an unvoiadable 2wle: Gur Tha' B'
;unﬂfﬂ and are loit, a"tctnpung ro follcw him further.
ancy cannot realize the vigorous, yet ca:nand peaceful
raptures that elevated hisSoul. We cannct conceive the}
Exce(s of Bleflednefs which m:ccﬂ:mly fprang from the|
open Vilion of uncreatcd Glmv, andtk: Health and]
Purlty of his own Spirit. Yea it never enter’d imto bisll
sr?, what he now [elt and {aw, upon the fudden
Change of his Condiion from mortal amd finiu}
to immortal and holv. r
- Bt EM_JM s Sitntion is more level to our Appr
henfions ; behoid the Alwmﬂmi:nt with which he views§
ths furprizing Pheeaomenon | He ftaads in the famc§
Spat motioniels as 2 qtatuc, his Evcs fixed cno:n Y
purfumg the ﬂumnq Cha"lot until he cau’d {ee 1t no
mors,—~—nor cou'd refrain rrom uTInNg ¥p Into Hea |
-

t Aﬂgels are  Ccaied rcra amm, J.oso The Durners.

Fai, 6. 2. And Cherabim, whica e conadorabl: Cnuc @
Judge has Affinuty w th Rn.lu_.b NIt A :g Lare calied i
Chariots of Gop, In 20 €68 1~ And 1 Pli= 1\ 10

He is exorefly fatd ic 1nile voon a Cheruhy, Thaele Cenids
,rauans. | P -e{um; c, Wi f”; v ]mlln ¥ m, Condiut cn taas [..._.[
ﬁﬁ!y Charlos ena Horfes weic m, L, @asd  netinn 3 € |




vatls H:s own Lo& and tht 9t the pn. hck,
a&&hn Hcart, fo that he rent his Clcaths ss oné
bereit of Comforr, and cri’d, my Fatder, my Flﬁa
‘6! Cbﬂﬂf f.’*"“., an ff’t w.m fu Te™ =
fider’d himieif as 2 dc!hm Orpmn, 22 cthe Pu;'
as havi - lolk n's Streneth  aad B:.‘a..lt}- Elsjaz
Devarture 13 like the routing of an Army : \ow th~.
Aariots of [rael. and the Horkcmen thervo! are no
more. mhmq greater coud be jad than tius, nor
faid more greatly on the Occalisn And  no deulx,
al of you feat frit view whither tiky tend, and
| how app

acaie the Weards are to that dear a“d Reverend
whole lameonted Doath aftords the jad Occabon
y prefent Difcrurfe from them. Bur thar thar
Pc. nency o our prelent dofign may appear, let 1t
be obferved, that Golp»l \inifters Mccd ‘i the
Room of rh... Od Tellament Prophets. “
thele \Vords cx}u’d bc ﬁ'd '*f a Pmo
l.TlCnt.

Shi 'ld any oac argue, that th:y are appucable to
nonte, but fuch as ars c¢minent  above the ordum'y

Rank, Decsuie only fpoken of Eu

¢ That Minifters of the New, are properly Succeflors of

> Propheis of the Old Telamen:, may be aigu'd, rot
nly from the Samencfs of their F“p‘ﬂ* ment as t0 the Sub-
Rance thercof, but alio from tharr comimon ;\ppclhq"mx
Mimfters are called Prophets 1 Cor. 11, 2. 3. 4. 20. 32. aud d of.
ten cifewnere. A P"Ophct 1> called a \!a.\ o xod., 2 K e

Q. t1. 13, 2nd 4. 7. 16, 22, &¢. Noaifo Mmoo 1 Ti T
2 Fm 3017, Pr p?"'ms are RJLH&@FS Foh. 13, 23, and |
Moaflers. 2 Cor 8, 23.and frequunty Auges, a e

1ane Imeon
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under no Necefiity to difpute againft him ; feeing o
that Supp« fition, they are the more appofite and fuitabld
on the prefent Occafion. '
On the whule, the Text teaches ueto confider faithful
Minifters, at lealt thofe that excell, as  Fathers, th '
Chariots of [j7ee/, and the Horfemen thereof. ’
All that feems neceflary to be done, in Order te
the intended Improvement, is to explain the Import
of thefe Phrafes ; and  fhew their Applicablenefs tof§
faithful and eminent Gofpel Minifters.
Firft, I am to cxplain the Import of thefe Phrafs,
Fﬂfﬁﬂ‘, toe Charsot of ]ﬁ"ﬂd, and Har[émm tbere#: |
1. The Term Fatber, {fomctimes denotes one in-i
vefted with Power and Authority. Thus when Ifasab
predi&ls that Eleakim [bali bave the Gevernment com-
mittcd imco bis Hands, it isadded, axd be (hall be 4!
Fatber to toe Inbabitants of fernfalem. The A atient.
Romans nigh:ly judg’d, that Father of bis Country wash

g

=

the moft honourable Title they cou’d give their beit §
and greanil Confuls, and Emperors. The Original §
and firft Authority among Men is that of Parents ; §
and hencc, in the Fitth Commandment, Father g4
Motber arc mentioned, rather than Magiltrates or
Miniters. .

Sometimes Fatber denotes the Mafter ot a Profeffion, §
Teacher or Infiraor. In this Senfe b is calldf

a1 C"d.(.'}]':f OT LTIl U AUL,. 11 LIE:S
the Father of fuch as dweil in Tents: And Jubal of fue3 |
as banale the Farp and Organ. §  And with the fame
view, the Fldeft and Chictot the Prophets were cali’d §
Fathers, ard the yourger Soms of the Prophets. +

Again, firher i a Termot Refpelt and Reverence.
Accordin -iy we find them conrelted in Mall 1. 6. JF 1
be a Fiiev, were 15 2nine Iioncur, N

Naaran's  Servants, approaciung to him, call
tmim Fither : and the King of Tirael addrefies Firha |

A

' » . , '-:-;“ E o r A _ s o
with the fune refpectial and aficctionate Appellation.
f\SLLTI r
| - 1--. _ ‘
s Gf:’;_ 4_ 20, 21. HREY lh Se Sy W C.




at e * Uk I\P(Jﬂle d:re&s us, not (O
nbtb an Eldt' m snireat bm: as a Fa!ber He does
not dCﬁgﬂ an Eldcr in Oth cars ;  as iS
maniteft from the f9llowmg Cuaﬁ, whcre younger Men
ave OPP{)feJ o him. v is (il prefymed, thar Al

retuaE of Jears fban d reach W [dow2 -+ And hence this
honourablc Title denotes one that is wile by long
erience.
Agam one of examplary Faithand Converfation is
cal’d a Father. In this view Abrabam s (hi’d the
Fatbher of Beliver:: ¥ He was worthy of Imiration,
both as to the Temper of his H*art and Conduct
of his Life. So when God 15 {tt for*h ander the
Rt‘laﬁon of a Fatber, Imiiation of him is recom-
led : Wheredy we are taught, that as Children
are pmnc to Coppy after their Fathers, fo Fathers
are, or ought to be proper Patterns for their Imi-
fation.

Befides all thefe, we find Zendernefs and Affeliie
conneCted with the Idea of Father: as allo Care 10
pmwdc for, diret, reprove and corre& his Children.
It is fo confefledly thc Part of the Father to Lay up for
Children, that if amy provide mor for bis ownm, and
/im:ldly for tbaﬁ' q‘ bis own Howle, be  bas deny'd
FO! l‘ﬂtb ﬂmf 55 ‘wurf& tn.m fm T"I"’itﬁ’.. And ti]t.
Languagc of every dutiful Child 3 1s, my Fatber, 1bou
art tbe Gusae of my Yourh. The F.nb'n of our Fiefh
correit us, and we give them Reverence——for what
Sﬂ?l ﬁ‘ 6- wbom Ibt Fﬂfbt’f t‘)fljh‘f;[) nat,
Laltly, they are called Fathers who have been the
Inftruments of Converfion. On this ground the Apoﬁie
claims the Title ot F.:rucr from the Corimilian
Chriftians, when he fays, 200 yos have ren Tooufand
Irg/frm,?or; in Corelt, yer hive ye not many Fasoers: For
sn Chrilt fefus I I bive lfca'f:‘:‘frs you $.x0 ioe Gop ﬂ.l.
- ..“.C




(7)
2. Th- other Pf“rdt! viL. Lnot md Hm'ﬁ-tmn

. That Charniors and Horfemen were  efteem
tht enit nu.tary b::'.::uu“x of a nuingdom, the rialmaf
Intimas: s, when he el us, tha',m Irat in Cbﬂmn,
and [om: éw  Flor: }Jm thought himfelt Sare, and

was EC"T;:":: L ﬂ' \"IthﬂulS, Mi&hw m” Ihj"

b 3

) L £ i CﬂSH:T‘I Iq"i: ;F; e

/ And many mhar Initance
mght o pr-aduc ¢ ™ the fame Purm
"2.. As a C ’IL; J o K0 Gf lh( Fd
confides’d as o Det noe ar.d Pm,.,_ X '
God fo r.:mﬁ:l":..a"th 1...;?_.11‘ tor the Frotechion
nis P:..u?i:r rem IDC r;. ‘.B""l" %5 \]U th" Rec'-—\a, he &5
!ﬁid to have ro: '.:" e~y P Hor.(- anq Chartass of Sai- |
catten. + And when e S;n'.m 12ik: had eacommafed |
th-"( v of Detozn, in erder vk Eltha ; and h.-.-. ber-n i
vant beinz ﬁm{‘\ with grat terror, he prays
God wou'l difcovir the powertul Gu ard 1...=jv had |
againft thair I'_rr mics. Ans the Lerd o?’nd the Ejes §

af the younz ;Wml ani L2 i.m' the )1 !x-u,- ﬂ‘bw.:m :'
of HLT &5, and Coareers n"’ Fire roumd ol

]t - {
. Charlurs are for Ul'u.l nInT. lmvng mmmmuy
— ._.;:3 for the Convevance of honourabie Perfon-

ages. :;n—':lmgn when the Grandeur and Maetty |

of 7(50045 15 expre fT-'d he 1s reprek fenred a3 m‘xba >
the Clouds hisCharior. And it 15 promil-d us E bmhm .
to the “ewy, on Cund.tmn of their Obldince, mar §
thf.'rc [rLow’d emier g9l0 the Gares of 'f-r Lem, Lu: r.s
and Privces~——-vsainy s Chaviois, and 63 Moz §
And when the Stat teiincls and Beaut v of e Spoike of f
Chntt s delhignedly fer farm, fh+ 13 cﬁuf:,r:.i 0 o |
Lo? Jﬂ) !’; IIJ"#CI fd PJ . vt u I \....udrh".'!

. . L] 1
Oz the whole, we may cenceive the Toxt as tho

I"'ﬁ:

S e :_ i |

- .

¢ Jdd__(‘: "' 3 T IIdb 3. s. - H.i“ - f | I i 3 "‘"35

-




-« mmy, lfd look’'d v § A& Ccommo .
¢ was in Reality the m..ﬁ mp wtant, mo:‘l ule: v aad
« }ummb;c Perfor 1n the Nanon; who by his picus
« Example, feafonable Ivftructions, and rervent Prayers,
« dxd more for the Dkience and baf ty ot Ifraq]
¢ ihan 2!l thar Chanats and Horfemen”

We are nowto I"‘a.hi::;ﬂ fecon ly, that thefe Characa
ters are appl-mam ro ftathful  Minitters of the New
Teftament, This will be evident irom the toliowing
Mﬁr’itm;-

1. Gad hasinvefted rhem with Authority, and order’d
that thev be }-urr-ur & as Ruiers m his Church.
H NCe thc Apoltle exhorts the Hes-ews wn thefe re-

‘x> IL my rES -m:u ‘u . "HIL‘Q bJ‘ ’l‘f

hil

o

Rak over wbo Eave fpokewio jou rve flord of Ged,
"f“bf’ rbw ft.‘_ :"MI: Jl\ﬂ' !i LS I hrl" ;657 l’iﬂfb
fw your Somis. * -.——It 15 couiellediy the Duty of

Minitters to fpc.au the Word of God. and watch
tor their Peoples Souis; and is poon that the fame
Pertons have allo the Rulc over them. It is true, their
Authority is not Leahiive, bae Mlnil}cﬁ : "h"}'
not to be Lords ovir God’s Heritage » being only
apoomnted to put in Exccution the Laws ot Chnit:
But even this is great Awthority, and an high Trult.
ﬂmemmg.y G .d commands his Pecple to Ceunt thale
u s Ra..e well and [:oour im the Hord and Doéi c.rme
worthy ¢ dousle Homcur 3———And 1o efleem thom very
bi3biy in love for their Werk’s [he. lathefe Diretie
ons IT 15 lppu.t}d that t.uihfu; Mimters wiil behave
themile ves, 1N the Difﬂ.nar r2 of their (_J:‘li.".h, with fuchDif-
cretion,Gravity,and l-npjrt-a.:w as wiii command Eiteem

and Reverence ; and  will manaze their Power win
fuci Propricey as tends to {cure the End of i, viz, Edi-
ﬁLd i1J0.

B They

® Heborgose 1 Thaego1n. 2 Thef 5. 12, 17,




i ,

(s) :
2. They are Ex.xmpln to Bcisevers sm Word, 5
Converfation, in Charity, im Spirit, in Faith, in Punt]
® The Gravity of rhoir common Dnmurlc Decency,
of their Deportment, their Bonovolence ty Men
Z:al tor the Giory of G, lh.. Soundaefs of thei

Dofirine and Holinefs of thur Lives, are to be fuch
as Belicvers may fably i Th:y mult preac

- . ]1] '

mitate |
and live the fame T hmg Th'n car thy exhort
their Audience to do wiat rlaq bave beard and le o
sn thom. § Lwoshitency is the Diigrace of Golpc ,
Minifters. and will ever make them defpicabie an
balc in the Eyes ot the Pcoplc nor wilithe grearel
Parts, and hncft Accowmp'ilhmenss proted their Cba ;
.a&.r or Screen them frum Uenfure. N
. Faithful Miniftcrs are careful, and afteQtionarely
L ndﬂ of thar Pe J'Pl .. “Cﬂ lﬁtC‘l’:[}S FDC’ WPWV-...'-
the uity, Centure rhe tca davous, initrut che Ignorunt,
and com:oit the deject-d, with the 3owels of a Father.|
h“nc they can apocal to their Hoarers in the ftrain
bleiied Pau )...u know, bow we exhorted, and com-
fmal and cb.irzcd every ome of yw, as @ Father dosh|
bis Chiiaren, + Thry dy not pertorin the Circle of
Mm iterias Daties for felhih E s s ‘but are excited therero
bvi ¢ciung, and mats) -al Care, +t forthe douts of the r}
P: o,) c. And were s good Reafcm why they are thus |8
ait_cled, for, .
4 They are the Fatbers of the f:bm-l), in an higaer,
and more proper Senfe than 4'1y of th~ toremontioned |
I{rfp €8, bung ord u.amy the Inftruments ot Regene-
raion.  Bv then Stuners are bezorten thro' the Gopel
ro @liveysepe, *% s the Conttruzion of G d, rh .ty
T fh &'d come by bearsng : { Hence the Apo tie’s |
i._LL B & \" LUK nlative ; , H ‘!’de b h?t")' believe 1 l)l |
i n u " ..J_/ bave not Heaval rsimd  Low ji i r*"-"‘)’ .

cear withou: a Freacher ¢ § It is ranarkabie, that thy' 8
(rd

e ( {im. g4, 1>. §Pkil.g 9. 1 2Thef 2. vi. 1T Phitzo
20. ®**2Cor 4 15, 1letn. 3, f Romaio.iy, §veide

.l:
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5od it an ‘A gel t0 Corwelivs the Centurion, 6 It
"; aot to mﬂru& him l[l the Doltrines of the G [Pe],
but orly to dirc¢t him to Peter, a Minifter of Chriit.
8o great Honour docs God put on the Ordinance of
preachinge 1
s. Faithful Mimafters are the Defence, the Strength,
and Ornament of the Church.
The Apoltle confiders himfelt as one fer for  the
Defence of the Gq;‘pel. And to manifelt thar  this 1s
the Province of every Minilter, it is requird as a
Qu2lification for the Ofhice, that they may be able,
by found Speech, beth to exbort, and convince Gain-
fayers. * It 15 cxpectked in a pecultar Alanner from
them, that they fhou’d endeavour fo make up the Hedge
ond Stand sm the Gape. + To interpofe between an
offended God, and a fintul People; and intcrceed for
them as Mofes o'ten did for Ifrael,

They arc in a f{icondary \Vay, the Support and
" Strength of the Church.  Their Prayers, inftrutions,
and examplary Stcadynefs, are the Means of Courage
and Strength tc other Chriftians : Hence they are
compar’d to Piiars, 11 the konown Supports of Build-
Ings.
Laftly they are the Church’s Ornament. This 1s
dcﬁgn’d by the Appcliation of Stars § trequ ntly given
them ; and when the Church is reprefented  as & Homan
admirably and glorioufly apparciled, thefe Stars ¢-m-
pofe her Crewn¥* The Apcftle exprefles this in Terms,
thit feem thiil  Stronger, while he calis'them the
sngels of the Churches, and the Glory of Coriff. §§ Thus,
with a {peCial Eonpalis, farktul  Minidters may be
called the Clariets of Iirael, and the Herfemen theraf.

From rthis Doclrine we may take Occalion to cb-
{crve.

i

1. Ihac

§ A& 10030 Tit to. *Ezel:, 22. 20, ** Gal. 2 ¢
§ Rev,oa, 200 ff clap 1z, §§ 2 Ccr 8. 23,

—_



t That however .uth thc Minifterial Ofise *
Vil fy d bv the Proud and lmpious, yet it s and w:ﬂ |
appear to by, a moft 1 mportant, md honourable Othce. §
Jt muft be acknowlead’i a grat Viatter to bcar 2 @
Commiinion under the hum of Kings, ro be cloathed §
with his Aunority and entrufted with the vt Cone |
ccrns of his Peoples douis 5 a People fo dearls boughe,
and fo nukbaitely beloved.  But when Sinacrs reje@
the L rd ot Glory himfelt, it s not marve i that |
they ildain his Servants. If they call the Aafter of
rbc H:ue Belveouh, bow muck more may the of bis
u!rbc.!d expect fﬂw Treatment ¢ § Ehjm wis a2 mo't |
em:nent Man of God, the Ornament of his Nation |
and Age, and very “rviceable to Ifrael; yet he was |
confid. r d as a Blemifth to the World, a Treutler q’
Ifrael, * and {o treated as a Bjjz.cre&nr. But tallow-
ing Generations commonlv ice the Miltakss of . ther
Aunceltors ; they Garnilh tbe Sepulchers of the righteous,
t whom thelr Fathers prefecuted to the Dcath, and
difclaim their impious and cruc! Conduct. This comes
to pafs by the ovcr-ruling Providence of God, who has
determmed that excdlcnt Men fhall have an everlaft-
mg Name. The Charalter of an Ekjab fhall bloflom
ia the Duft, tho’ it feem wither'd and dead while
he is alive.” The molt uiblemifh’d Lite may for a
Time, be obfcur’d by th: < lf)u s of Obloquy and
Reproach ; but like the Sun, it will break thro® all and
Shinc as the Neom-Day : § For God has undertakento
Hercur rba/e who Hencur hirz. 11 Faithful Minifters
nay thercfore contentediy be counted vile, whitit they
pprove themifoves to (r.d, and their own Coniciences;
i Hg aliured thar thoy fhall sppear in true Colours,
and e glviiie 1y I ¢ Ejes ¢f ‘the Lord, §§ notwih-

&
{tandinz the k& vy e oald the World, We may,

Y S

'
2. Inru*‘r, that fich as  are deftitute of the Chae
radters al ready  mentioned,, are uierly uaworihy ot t‘n,
Minvitei sl
¢ Matie.zgo o rriirzoa® in. tMat 230290 § Plal,
“. e 1,! i FL;:;. :; ""l;"-.ri {\‘f 14:“#:-:'. :I




ntal , , swides, § th-*y who
art not of ex lmplary (,onvcr.atmn, are Stun&-
hﬁg ulocb before the Bllml
rorenus and protgne are the Teachers and Promixcn
of open Rebellion again! t the Lord.  They whofek
ir own Glery burray hcir Trult, an 2 2 moit

. P lr* r
Pﬂ‘ﬁ il 21 P.lft H and 0‘2]? h wbo lccb;b b‘;

Glory that [emtoim, is true. § Therefore the Miait ‘er
wno feeks his o) tHopwui, I Strittn~ of Spr-:. 3

d

rad-s himtelt : «nd Gﬂd will make bime bafe be ore
" the People. * lt cannot be luppokd, that they who
‘are deftitute of Patem:l Tendernefs dnt! Carc Wil
ch for their Pesple’s Souls, or travasil in Bireh til]l Chriff
hfmmd in them @ \{§ \nd unlefs Severit- beteaupsr’d
m Love and Grutleasfs, they may p"h..;n main-
m sthe Authority. ni Buiies, bt not  of G Eas \i-
mﬁflrs. It is thersfore juit Mumer of Lonentstior
that the fenfual, the f2ifth, the trothy, th> o 'wr:mt,
and the pmad, (hsd’d itrive for ths \ii**ml"v . and
havmg obtained ir, becume .the Peils of the Church,
ruin Sinners, diftrefs the god :V, and aggravate th;u'
own Sins:and Torme:ts, |
3. The lofs of an cminent and faithful Mi intler is
Ju& Caufe of Sorrow. How nawrally do Children
yewatl the Lofs of a dear Father? And =2 ngdom
that of their military Strength  H the Ar:ny is routed,
both Hurfe and oot brokan, what fig'ning Danps
does th: Report thereot fpread ? Every L‘:wcr ot his
Countr7 fecls a geauine Grict, and will naturally ex-
pre's his Senfations in fuch an «brups, pathetick, and
Seatentious ftrain as Elbz in our Text. And who
in this Afi_ mbly, that lves the Interefts of Religion,
docs not feel his Hcarr oppre i d with undilemb'od
Woe? Who lamonts a>xt nur commnn Lofs 2 Who
knows not that a grear Mam is falten in Ifrael?

Yea,

§ Mar 3¢, 24, €§ Joh 7. 18, §§§ LIl 2. 9 ® Gal. ¢. 1y,
T 2 famm, 3. o8,
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*Yea, know that Blair the holy, the upright; sad
“XLT & . | | - ol TN s 3 [ |
the Wife, is now no more.---T1 he Lover of Rehgior,
and the Love of religious Pe

t

rfons, has departed hence !
w-the Husband, the Father, and the Friend, 15 gone, §
Q0 ! My thbn‘r, w1y Pﬂtb:r, toe Cba?io;.c of g?def, 1
end the Horiemen thereof. Of whomcan thefe Woras |
be better fpoken ? To whom more jutly apply'd, §
than to this faithful and wife Servant of Jeius Chr:ft ?
He had the Temper and Deportment of Father of
he Church ;: and was eminently qualify’d for the §
facred Othce. .
Je was bleft with early Piety; on his dymg bed
ke cov’d recolle@®, with deiight, varicus Evidencs of §
gracious Influenc:s in his render Years. oy this M ans
he was h.lppilv Fi"t‘f‘. rv’u frmn bt'nq ever « ngnr'd n
vicious Courfes, and at once grew in Srature 2nd in
(:ace. Ru‘ii;gim, far from b ing a ﬂ*‘hy Thmg *
with Mo, was raional and tolid 3 manikelang itleii n |
an vnef:rved Obeaie s ce to all (God's Commandmens.
1 ) aAs hu]} ii‘.pﬂﬁt;uﬂ Wds .tfHLd a gmat Genius,
€:DuD.e of the hight‘il Improvements. He had a decp
and penerating Judgment, a cicar and reguiar \ay
ot concciving Things, and a rctentive Mcmeory. He
was an indefatigahic  Student, 2 calm and impartial B
S.archer for 1ruth 3 he thoughs for Limjelf, and was
dirermifed in his Conclufions only by Evidence '
He had a very confderable Stere of critical Learn- 8
Ing ; and was cfpecially converiant 1n {tudying the!
Ser'prurcs 1 thar Original Languages . How great.
bi: Attairarents in Phiicicphy were, was Knowi by icv 1
For in bis laft Y.ars bis Thult  Yor Knowledge
éid Cofitly crcrcate ; and he greatly improved himidii |
thercin,  Ho flucyed feverel Branches of the Mathe-}
maticks, ard edipecially  Goonntry and Altronomy @
Nor wiil th {o icem taitclels Stucies to one who had
{cn a Savour of living Piety, when 1t 1 confider,)

the Giory of  Qod 1n ai s W orks,

TR AT & '
1=‘-‘I."'t. -




(14)
admir'd and ador'd him mall: He ddighed to fee
the invifiel: Things of bim, evem his etermal Power
and Godbead, mmifefed by she Thinzs that are made.
t It was cc:tvng t0 him o trace tae Famlicp; ot
diviae \Vildom in particulars, and the inhute reach

of Projettion in the Frame and Contexture of the

W hole.
Bat his critical and Plulofophlcal Learning, and
his large Acquaintance with Geography and Hiftory,
were all evcecded by his Knmrcdg ~in Divinity.
This was the Bufinefs of his Litc; and heremn he
made fuch Prohcicency as few, of his ftanding in the
Miniltry, have atrained vnwo. Herein het )un:l what
pcrfe&ly anfwer'd his rohned fpiritual Tatte.  The
ontemp'ation of redeming Love, did much more
eievate his Soul, than that of the Works ot Creation
For therein he faw the Wiidom, the Power, the
Juftice, and the Love of God, mure clearly mip ay'd,
Onevery Subjet he had a fert of molt accurany ftudy’d
Thoughts : He had often weigh’d in lmpam.u Balance
very T heoligical Cmrroverfy, was a folid Difpurant, and
able to defend all neciilary Truth.  He was a judicous
Cafuift, and cou’d very fanstyingly rdul"t‘: dubious
and perplr:xed Cafes ot Confcience. H: was nor enly
3 pmﬁrtmt in Syltematick Diviarry, win Lh 15 CoNl=
parauvely a fm: Al Gmain ment, but a Joeat lexiaary,
He ftudicd the ficrad Oracles ab e .lll other Taings

»
and (Qhaf 1T Was noim vas 1, um.ﬁ.u}:.}' anp arcd froa
hms gl’(\lt :\hmt) 1 (II 8. ..HT t.: iVor: FI vf ?r..;J 6

He cou’d arm:r 0%t r:] Gis frr- :fures, T i TS BEW and

.!! * hO v {" ".H‘ ] Jnd -J V '-.F- .:,..l 1.' ’l-. ha (}LPI“ ;o 'i
his Sub; &t! With whae urm bible Arguments conbirn
thL T Llfh l \\ lhl v "1-.1-. ol nhl 1:.3;6‘.)1.." Lt "' CACCO 11 ."...I_q.":

it (o li.-- Ausionc: ! r\" 3 W Wit S L ':":'1 ]J roppca

dl‘j ll PrL 3 [h Cuﬂﬁ, ieﬂf:l iih— lt} slve ol \a._, 0. ],__ :.';IJ
-
e e ivl

F Rom .26 ¢ 2 Tim 2 15, % At 13,




(15)
knew the Worth of Souls, and felt ia himfelf the
fwost coofiraints of Love to Ged and Man.

As he was diligent in the Exercife of hiz Othce to
the utmoft of his bodily Strength, not [paring b:mﬁlf ﬂ
fo God did very remarkably fucceed his faithful ‘Mie
niftrations to the Converfion of many Souls. He was §
the fpmtual Fathcr ot grear Numbers: I have had
acquaintance with feveral Chnftians, in different Places,
where he cnly preach’d occafionally, who gave all
h peful Evidences of a found Ccmvcrly 1on, and acknows
ledg'd him to h iz Inftrument of it. .
As-to bis religious Principles, he was of nobleand §
generous Oc: :tunmts He had nos o learned Corsft, 1 §
as to be furious in his Zeal for meer urcumﬂanUal |
or indiftcrent Points. He underitbod the Nature of |
Religion better than to Place 1t in Thmgs wherein 1t
does not coenlit; and was too much 1a the Exercife §
of the greater Matsers of 1 tbe Law, 11 to be equally §
zealous for Mimt, Anife, and Cummiz. Tho' Saeri- |
fice be gocd, and ought to be pradtifed, and con- |
tendcd for in 1’s Place, yet had he learned thas Mercy is |
better. ¥ He believ’d, and that agreeable to the facred |
Scriptures, that the Communion of Saiats is of much |
greater Importance than muny ot thofe Things,
wherein Cliittiacs difer in - Judement, and was there- |

fore far from fich narrownels of “'p'rlt as to make every |
Principle and Praltife,which he tho’t to be true and good,

' 3 lllll.-ltll\. Al LI. L8 lﬂ\-\l‘l ,

a Term of Communion, and as far rr":rrn the contrary
extreme, a cCriminal I"l(’:q" rency and Laxnels. '
H*—" WS "’u ILh in D L uP lf"L {0 35 to be ﬂl l candld

and fo fovercly juft asto be fh 1 compatiiionate and
tender. Ana W ih how great Wildom and Circum-
fpr..&lon 12 juJ"vd 1y dithcuit Cales, his Bretbren of
!hIS P!’(S 'etl 1 W l LJ oW, \‘\'?3 walt._,d for “‘*ch Re...

marke. and heard attencive his prudent Rea(omngs-
Alrer-

» Biat. 9. ‘31
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sfter bis Worlr, how {- ‘dom had any one Ccéafion
to ffui again ¢ His Speech dropped upom us, and we
wﬂttc { }rﬁ" bhﬂ as f&l *bt Raﬂn "’

He has ailo been e mr.'ntly {erviccable to the Church,
bv amﬁm{; wveral romiiing jouths in their Studies fur
the Miniitry ; wh‘J bccomnng learucd by hs lnitruc-
tions, and {t)rm::d bv his Eu:nple; are now Wwiie, and
haithful, and ulctul ‘\nitors.

He was rcmarkably grave and folemn in his &fpe&
and Deportment ; yet ot 1 cneartul, even, and pleatant
Temper: In  converfs with hlS Fri ricnds, - facetious
and witty, whenhe OSeafon and coacurring Circum-
ftances wou'd properly allow him to indulge hinfeif
that Way; in Refpect of which his Prchr}cu cou'd
well dire him.

He was ot a generous and liberal Dl(poﬁmn, far
from being m:"gardly and covetcus : Was forward 1a
Acts of Cmm}' to the indigent, aLLordmb to his A=
bility ; and in all his Condudt plinly difcover'd a
noble indifferency towards earthly Things.

It we confidcr hin  as a Friead, he was as firm
and {tedfaft, and might be dcpended on as much as
any I ever knew. He was remore fjom precarious
and fickle Humours: HHis App obarton was not ealily
obtained, nor eaiuy loit. I\m was he a Friend only
in Complcmcnt bur wou’d cheerfully andergo Hard-
thips, and fufler Difadvantages, in order to do a
friendly Qihce.

e was confciencioully pun&u i attendin
fiaftical }Lh...ru.rur 5, Prost oyterics or Synods. His Preffencc
mght be depend. d ¢, 1t nothiny  extraordinary in-
terveened, as certaniy  as the 1:":*'},ut:?d Day. He
was not adlent dpon nr_ry triffling Inconvenience: His
Conduct herein was truls C\armiai.y . and demonidtrated
his conftuint Cuare tor the pubick Interefts of Re-
liglon,  So great was his  Auention ©» Matters  of
common (oncern, as to incline lum rather to expoie
mm....*, than  batk an Opportenity ot doing good.
It s weil known, that his TUInY, Lo A UEgInt

. % Cﬂﬂ

Jab, 29, 11.22.23.
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Seafor, to a Convention of the Truftees of
Ferfey College, gave Occafion to that fatal Sicknefs

Call, in a2 weakly Seate
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of which he never fully recover’d. _

He was worthy of Imitation in focial Life: Asan
Husband, he was affetionate and kind ; as a Father,
tend-r and indulgent. In him Condefcenfions aad | |

Authoriry were duly temper’d. There was thar in him |
-~ that cou’d engage Lore, and command Revercace at |
the fame Time. Who, that was acquainted with
him, wou’d not be ready to fay, happy was the Family |
of which he was Head; and happy the Congregation |
that enjoy’d his Miniftry 3, Happy the Judicature of
which he was a Member; and happy the Perfon §
who was favour’d with his intimate Friendfhip.? He
was a publick Bleffing to the Church, an Honour to his§
People, an Ormnament to his Profetiion, and magnify’d |
his Othce. He fpoke as he believ’d, he practic’d as]
he preach’d, he livid holy, and dy’d joytul. '

He had, for a long Courfc of Years, an habitual,]
unwavering Affurance of his Inrereft in the Favour
of God, and that a bleffed and glorious Eternity wow @
en2 Day o(m' upom bsm ; which were his own em-
phatical Words on his dying Bed. This his Al-
furance was Solid and Scriptural, arifing from the many}
and clear Experiences he had of gracious Communt
cations to his Soul. He was made fenfible, 1n earl
Years, of his guilty State by Nature as well as Prac-
tice ; telt his abfolute Inatility to deliver himfelf; faw
plainly that he lay at Mercy, and that it was en
tirely at God’s good Pleafure to fave or rejpét him
This view ot the Cafe created in him a reltlel§
Concern, untl the Way of Lite *thro’ Jefus Chril
was gracioully difcover’d to him: Then he faw, thal
God cov’d fave him in  conlift:ncy  wich all thi
Honours of greverning Jultice ; for that the Obedicnc®
and Sufferings of Chrift, in the Room of Sinner
bave made a fuwhcicnt Attonement for Sin. He fa¢
that Cri:t was a Saviour, every Way complear, unﬁ

"

‘Uiid-?i }




fuicable for him : His Soul aepproved the Divine ahd
glorious Plan; snd freely ming ail Dependence
on his own Righteoufnels, Wifdom, and Strength,
moft gladly accepted the Otfer of the Gofpel. that
Chr't fhou’d be his #5fdem, Righteounefs, Sanilifi~
cation,and Redemption. * Strit Holinefs was his Choice;
and it wa: the delightful Bufinefs of his Life to 4o
sbways she|: Things shat pleafed bis beavenly Fatber, §
And on his dying Bed he had the full Approbation
and Teltimory of his Confcience, as to the general
Bent .and Tenor of his Lite. Thefc particulars are
the Heads of what he himfelf told me, in his laft Sick-
nefs; and are deliver’d m the fame Order as near
as [ can pofiibly recolle&; tho’ deftitute ot thofe
lively Empafes he then gave them.
When he approach’d near to his End, he exprefs'd molt
ardent Defires to depart and be with Chriff; and
efpecially the three laft Days of his Life were raken
up in this Excrcife. Many gracicus Words he fpoke,
gave an aiteChionate Farewel to ‘ moit beloved,
forrowful Confort, and dear Children; tenderly com-
mitted them to the divine Mercy and Faithtulnels;
and fervently prayed, that the Bleflings of the molt
High might be vouchafed to them, and reft upon
them : which Prayer, I tru®, will be anfwer’d. His laft
Words, a Minute or two buifore his Departure, were
thefe, The Bridgroom is cose, and we fhali now
bave all Things. «« And Thus under a Gleam ot Hea-
¢« ven he breath’d cut his Lait.” ,
[ have now fet before you, Brethrem, in  briet
Sketches, the exceilent Charater of your dear and worthy
Paftor . in which I have determin’d to bz { rupuloully
jult, and impartial. I am, indecd, aware, the Eacomums
on the Dead by their {urviving Fricnds, are by many
look’d upon as kign’d Charalters, or at belt, as far
exceeding the Life. Tor they hear ail good Things
fpoken of the deceafed and no evil at 2!l Doubrlels
many notorious Inftunces of  Parusliry have given
(,)u:f AG 14

tCor. 1.29. § Joa 8. 2q.
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I'tpe ik freely, iceure” froq Cerfure, becaufe T feal
- e dreely, iccure roaw: Cenfure, becaufe T feak
W S i 1 . a' |
(ahat'*i'!', in an e

t v d, A !;l-" t(fluw ,hm L] _-
§4:) ynu_r

\

Par “aats which eone wig

he Parties mo;
concerncc 1a the pref-nt Difpentati " !
A“d bt to the mournfl reli&, and Children of
the dec.afcd. My dcar Friends, I know your Grief
15 very great, the Wound is deep, and an ;ttemF ol
heal it, will feem rather to irrxate, and make it bleed
more frefh, T he very Propofal of Arguments to §
ailwage your Whrow fts the fad Occafion of it a new.
b* tore you.  But neverthelefs, fince fupcorting Con- §
{1ierations, on deep R:Hetion, may have their proper !
Influsnce, I wou’d offr a few tho’ts with all the Sy §
athy of a Friend. Malim, you have loft one of the |
elt Of earthly Husbands : But thet> very Words &
contain (Um‘f'!‘hi‘ng fJPP{.jrﬂﬁg . for the ¥ fa):, he was B
Pﬂ{;’ on C:lrihly rlusband whom vou loft, Now this | *
lofs does a0t make vord the ihnné Confolation of this B

Text, :hy  maker és tay  Huashind, §  You have loft |
ONC wad Was eminestly  nfel '

1
k
1
2]
-
a
v

" 1 | hoavd refrected s who BB
v e PR | .Y . 1 ! f y ’ . . K
ived beloved, and  dved lamented. Well) it is an

Honour to you, ad fhow'd be a C omiort, that you |
hfwc been |9 nearly  reluted to (0 worthy a Perian,
You have lof one wh & wi and  hoiy Converfe
Was inl%n:ﬂif.f: 2nc L'LiEF}*Eng to vou s Taie iz 2 molt
refrething Confdoration as it acords a olid Argument
ﬂf his evral Hoooindfi: Sy b von cannot think

Of him, Lat at the fane Time vour Thuugh:s alcend
19 |
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Te i ‘nafant to chmk thattho' you fi uﬂ'ﬂruﬁ.

yct hh, uh yn oulo nuch lov cd has rnoscmy gt the

great LiGainyeidider ferther, th.u: Gud, %0 has taken him

awayv, is abjviute Sovoragn a d T m {:." th k> ¢u what
feems good to himfelf. He lereny d.h.ns to exeraile
your bubm"wn and Faticace. Re ( ratt. "l o s vyl

hﬂs mrc ‘

Sweetnefs in i, than the B oenert of tie
b‘f‘ﬂ C“La[(*d Comtborts.  bic can M2 wven ulh AE—
fliCtion, Work togcther for gmd '

W ut.tt i"-fﬁl)? e TO=
duccs you to tic ha rnv N ceity of wmoio im:‘r:-;di..,._tﬂ
Dependance on hnmh.. ,ang y:)u krow taat he has
undertaken the Widoas Caufe; and 15 thuar P-iron
in a fpecnal Manner. TF* or: fore, ﬁ:’“‘i‘ﬂ‘ G:ad p.cs, the
fource of your Happinefs {hil remas, and wui be
futhcient for you.

And to you, his dear Ci'dren, here prefear, Iw u'd
obferve; thut your honowea F ﬂ‘mr ¢ -licz ed wou to
the Lord his G.d, frum whom b+ rec W yea, whna
in your Infant-Sraic ; as :onr as h"' v’ L W vl 3¢
was his D fire and E 4-avour thar you fhou’d a:-.:.'auu
toe Lora for jour Ged, 2ud Fo her; and  whe
departed hence he tenderiy and b uﬂvmg}'f ccammi.......d
you to divine Mcrcy end Faithuiinefs. He ft b fore
you an Example wortny ot your linirazion in the Courfe
of his Life, und you {aw him dis with great Pilalure,
Hence you arcunder inviolable Oblizations, hive itrong
and aft-&ing Morives, and fweet Eaccuragemens, to
):e/d ]our/egfe; o God, i O doing vou rmay nm&
that he, who is @ Farher, to the Fut berie(s. f Wi be
your Father; wiil prorect you, and pr wide for you ;
guide you [hm the dangerous Mazss of this Life ;
and briag you to G;ory at Jalt.

Qemndlv to you tie Pcople who were under his
Minifterial Chargc. I cannot but expres my high
Aoprobarion of your Conduct rowards your Reverend
Paltor, under his ]fmg [ndilpofition.  Ye manitefted a
ﬁ":.._.f;r... Concern for  the Conrmuarce o has Like, and
Reftoration of his Health, and tho’ he was incapable
(o




mnurmg, that he dld not more frequently Vtﬁt :md
Catechife, in his weak State, that (as l‘\:mfclf mfo.m’d
me) ye rather urg’d him o fpare hin Flerem ye
geve Evidence of true Refpc& and Lovc to him;

and fhew’d a generous Temper. In a Word, ye have ;
the Satifallion of having done all that 2 dutiful People
cou’ d do for the Comtfort of their beloved Mimtter. §
But &t has plcaled God to call home his Ambaflador;

snd now ye grieve moff of all, becaufe ye (hall [ce bis |
Face no more—--ye will never hear him fpcak to you §
the Words cf eternal Life—-no more will he plcad |

with Sinners to be reconciled to Gody~—~and Comfort
the dejeted  Chriftian  no more. —Yet it may be cdi- f
fying to you to recolle€t his pait Labours among you;
and [ doubt nct but fome of you will have ever- 3%
lafting  Rcafon to blefs God tor them. Ye know what g
earncit Defires he exprels’'d, when fick in Pbiladelpbia, §

that he might cnce more have Opportunity to treat
with you about your everlafting Concerns; and efpeciac-
ly with the ur.converted.  When God feem’d by his |
Prov:dence, to on..cr, that the Barren ng-Tree, [ the
fruitle G Profcfor? ] thou’d be cut down; he intercecded, §
that the Lerd wou'd ler sc aione ome Year more, and §
futler Yim 5o dig abour 6t end dinz st His Requcit §
was granted ; he was reftor’d toa Mx.afurc ot Hea'th

and Surength beyord  Expedtation : He came and tor!

the Spuce of a 3 ear laboured to alarm the Sccure and §
Cargal, ard bring them to accept of Feus Chrel @
But nct chierving his Endeaveurs to be Succetstul witn |
tho®e, he appear.d difcourag’d, and alter’d his Stram

o pr&achns Only he publickly reminded thom, of|
a certain Lay, the 25th of March 1 v44. when he
was eradled to it eternal Things betore them, with
more than ordinary Sowcmniy and Pungencv. e

then enter’d wpen a mew  Courfe of bcmm.u, for tucl
f.o1




dification and  Eftablifhment of the People of Gody -
wherein he clearly explained, and fatstyingly cons
ﬁl‘m’d, the Whﬂle Syﬁcm of “ (;'Ofptl Dott IRC . fmm the
Seate of Innoceacy to the Confummation of all Things.
He concluded this Courfe with a Serrmon on 1 Gor.
15. 24, with which he may be fad to have
concluded his publick Miniftry: For tho’ he alter-
wards preached twice, it was with fo little Strength and
Efficacy, that he himfelf cali’d them, wo Supermumary
But tho’ bodily Infirmity oblig’d him to ceafe from
preaching, he did not therefore ceate from his Care
of you. A memorable Inftance of his paternal Ten<
dernefs, was his fending foras many of you as he tho't
cou’d hear him fpeak, and giving you his lait Advice,
with much Solemaity ; which doubtlefs, ye wiil remem-
ber wich AffeCtion.
But tho’ he was @ burming and a [hininy Light,
yet may it not be judg’d, and that con{ittint with &
Scriptural Charity, that fome of you rejoiced sm bis
Ligie only for a Seaon? § It is a fhocking Thought,
yet fuppofcable encugh, thara Number of you coatinue
titl this Day 1in a carnal State. Hs found you 1n the
Way of Death, at his hrft feuling amoing you; and
after many Years earneft Endeavours to turn vou to
the living God, has been forc’d to leave as he tound
you. The Word ot God, lke a Fire and an Hin:xer.
§§has meleed and brok:n  others, bur the fims oid
ftony Heart ss yet sn jyour Fieh t and perhaps, harder
than at the firlt. A bright Gofp:l Day has beea fhin-
ing around you. yet yUu have not {een the arimadtive
Beauty ot Religion, nor the Gliry o God in rie race
of “fefus Corift. * is not this a ot y doplorabie Cafe ?
Can you think ot ir, and your Heires not moodirase
Terror 2 1 HSs gone, who 1 Dlunnly, and £ tre-
quently, warn’d and «xhorted you; who fp-at hinéelt
jor }fnu; burt prevaticd nothiny.  And have ysur Douls
withitood 0 pertwalive, fo inttrudlive, and {5 uceefiul

8
§ fohsag. &§ Jerz3.29. T Kiekirpto. ® 2 Cor gt
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“®oefienger of Heaven? What think ye, then, 1
ke to be theiflue 2 Can you hope for one, more fincere,’
more skilful, gr more defirous to bring you to Fefus 2
or rather, do you not fear left your Corruptions continue
Proof againft all the Means of fubduing them? You
have already experienc’d their Power to be fuch, as
may give you rcal grcund of Fear. I do not intend |
fo much as to think that Cafe is hopelefs, yer I ean- |
not but think it peculiarly dangerous. Nor do i mecan §
to dilcourage, but only to alarm you : Not to weaken
your Endeavours, but toexcite winged Fear, that you
may be engaged with greater vehemence to flee from
the Wrath 1o come. Theretore, whillt there is any |
Hope ; whillt the Door of Salvation is open ; O ftrive, |
as in an Agony, to cnter in. Seek o caft your
Souls by Faith into the Arms of infinite Mercy,
whilit they are expanded wide to embrace you. §
Seck ye the Lord while be may be found, call upon
Osm whilf be is mear. 1
On the other Hand, I doubt n3t but a Number
of you have got faving Benchr by the Miniltry of
your deceafed Paltor. Ycur Hearts have often glow’d §
with divine Love, and your Faith has been con- §
firm’d, while he {poke to you the Words of eternal Life.
As his Life was very ferviceable to vou, in fpiritual
Refpelts, fo may his Death zilo be: For thereia you §
have had opportunity to fee the Pewer of that Religion
which he pratic’d himftif, which he preach’d o you, §
and which ye have embrac’d, DB.hold that Reigion can §
{tand the Telt of Death it fiit ; and Sepport the Soul §
when all other Comtorts fail! From Lence, then, vou §
may rcceive acditional Courage 1 the excrafe ot 1
and be engaccd to ahwre to . Beje Folionvers q,f sim,

&5 be 2was %{.-f Clezz. § And tho’ you have now a |
forrowtul parting, vet eer Jong vou will have a joys
ful Mecting in thofe blisiul Regions, where Death and
Sorrow never ent.r.  be ye Lalthul to Death, and the
A
- dAmen.

ng of Zien wiil e vou Crown of Lie. Amen,




ELEGIAC VERSES on the lamented
Death of the

Vir. SAMUEL BLAIR:

Who made his triumphant Excsfe from this mortal
Suqc Fuly 5. 1751, with the deferved Cham ler

t a good SG&ULW a maﬂ’erlv gCBlU', a uncee
and l'ucccﬁful Minifier ot the Goipel.

"ARK! a long doleful Eccbo round me 3,
A He:ard by dnlg Rocks, and felt by feafzlefs S gr:g:..
The {ympathizing Hills of Zios tdfs,
The moumnful Eccho, and lament the lofs.
Ten Thoufand Bofoms feel a fudden Wouad,

And Crowds grow pale, and {hudder at the bound
From Heart to Heart with quick Ccmtagmi fpreads

Th' im L DU: Gl’lcf :lnd h&ll‘ the Iﬂﬂ lﬁWd.‘S.
To this far Clime the difmal Tidings flies,
And Delugres ot Sorrow drowa mine Eyes.

Now hardy Souls, that never wept before, T
Dileive ;——nor is it ftrange, fince BLAIR IS NOW
NO MORE,

BLAIR IS NO MORE!e—Then this poor Warld
has left.
As rich a Fewel as her Stores could boalt.
Heav’n in Jull Vengeance has recall'd again,
Its faithfu! Eavoy from the Sons of Men :
Advanc'd him fmm his picus  Totis below,
In Raptures there with Lmdred-anmcs to g'ow,

While hov'ring on the verge of Life he hy,

Eager for Flight, and yet refign’d to ftay ;
A D Haow




T Wreltle with Heav’n his

- -

% facred Breath to ffm’e !
Upon our rifing Propher fix our Sight,

-And anxious cry, ” good Lord ! delay his Flight” !

R did we, m

But ah! his Worth but cherifh’d our defpair,
And threaten’d the Denial of our Pray’r.
So great, fo heav’nly. {50 mature a Mind,
Reocuird Employment of a nobler Kind.

What Earth could teach, he learned ; and now muft rife
To a fupperior Clafs above the Skies,

Too much refin’d in this dark World to bear,
The humble Place of Zion’s Minifter, ,
Heav’n call’d him to fuftain fome nobler Funftion there: )
With Gabriel to perform the Orders giv’n,
And .bear JeHovau's Errandsthro’ the vaft 'of I
Promp: as his Fcllow-Angels to obey,
Zealous and bright and vigorous as they.
Heav’n kind to him, would not confent to hear,
Nor curfe him with the Anfwer of our Pray’r.

.L

Oh! could the Muie’s languid colour’s paint,
Thc HMM, thc Scbohr, Smdmr, P rucber, Saint :
I’d Place his Image full in public view;
His Friends fhould know more than before they knew
His Foes altonith’d at his Virtues gaze,

Or fhrink coniounded friem th’ oppreii:ve Blaz~.

To trace his bricht Example all thould turn,
And "with the braveft Emulation burn.

His Name thould mv poor Lays immortalize,
>INl he tCatelt his Charater arife,

And the Grear ]udge th’ Encemium ratifics,

b a —
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Propitious Heav’n endow’d the Man it lov’d,
W ith Giits Vadora cach Spherein which he mov’'d,

An Jitelicét clear as the Blaze of Day ;
Scaate us Micnight, boundicls as the Sea;

Irei
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Free as the Wind, yet fteady as the Po,
affive t0o ‘Truth, impatent of

1=

controul
From vulgar Egror; reguiar and° fmooth

As genuine Reafon and harmenious Truth,

Truth link’d to Truth, and Tho’t te Tho’t conjoin’d
Spontancous rofe in his harmoniogs Mind,

{is rude unftudy’d Tho'tsin Order fprurg, :
Expreft in equal Order by his Tongue; g
Clufters of riper’d Senfe cn each young Periad hung. §
His Pations vigorous, yet by Reafon ru’d;

By calm {t Re:{mn kirdied, tt'mr’d, con; d.

His He:rt rddurv’d as Prudence and conhn’d ;

And yetas Truth fincere, as weeping F riendthip kind.

My Mufe, now paint him in his ftudious Hours,
In fearch of Truth exerting all his Pow’rs.

To hna {amiliar, Truths beyond rhe Reach

Of vuigar Minds ftraio’d to the highelt Stretchg
His daring genius with exalted {corn,

Forfakes the Path by hoary Cultom worne :

Fager tv find a Treafure of his own,

He tries new Paths and Regions yet unknown s

Into th> Abyfs of Science darts his Eye,

Where the rude Elements of Knowledge lie: e
Where Truths with Errors wage etcrnal War,
And Doubts with Embryo-Demonttrations jarr s
A waltctul Chaos with wild Tempcit toft,
Whence cowards f{brink, and where bold Wits are loft.
Serene his plaftic Mind digetts the Maf,

Aiiigns the biended Elments cacn irs Fluee ;

Ripcns the Embrye-N

wotions mto 1 ruth,

Ard gives to infant-Demonitration Growth,

At length, behold ! new Worlds of Knowledoe rife,
And fudden Light flath round the new- ornd Skicss
Harn.ontous ali the Anifi’d Sytlems roll,

And Noon-Day Evidence illuminates the whole,
Doubts difappear, and krror His away,

As Aiepight Gluoms before the nfing Day,

D2 H:s




tbe Pﬂty " Stoc mom Senfé
: Sl.ln th? - crhaulllefs SOUT'CC Of Day’ |

To ygarth’ dark Caverns darts his vital Ray;
1 ranforms to Gold what was but Drofs before,
And ripens ufclefs Stones to prccnaus O.r:
Tranfmits lus radiant Influence thro’ the S=as,
To make the Ruby glow, the Di’mond blaze :
Thefe Secrt Stmcs, colleCted and refin’d,
Earich the World, and polith Human Ktnd

Now with NewToN’s Eyes he dares to look,
On the wide Pacs of deep Nature’s
Reads the great Maker’s Name in cvcry Line ; .
Above, below, around, his giories (hine
Impreft on 2!l in Charadf:r: divine.
*Tall cold Philﬂfophy, at length reh’d,
Kindles to warm Devorion in his  Mind.
Adoring Tranfport, Pleafure, Love, S rprizs,
In fweet Confuﬁon in his Bofom rife.
So Boyie his Maker’s Works «xplor’y;

The more he knew, the humbler he ador’d.

ry
| i )
' ' 1 J

Now in the facred Dsk I o him nfe, &
And well he alts the Hera'd of the Slies. - -
Graceful Solemnity und ftriking Awe,

Sﬁ .n hIS I.:OGkSl and dLCP At["n[l{)l] &l’ﬂ'\ﬂ
His fpeaking Afpelt ( i1n the Bioom of Youth
Rev’rend) declares wautterable T'ruh.
Unthinking Crowds grow folemn as they gaze,
And read his awful Meflige in his Fac.
Solemn,. and confcious of the prelent God,

As tho’ before th? cternal Throne he ftood:
Solemn, as when fome Angel lifts on high,
His awiul Hand with God-like Maicltv,
And fiears by the UNUTTERABLE I\AMF .
Whie trembing Rev’rence fpreads thre’ Natrd’s Frame,

X
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Thro’ various MaZes now his Lips' @ —
Intricate Truths, and bring them full to view.,

Celeftial Myftries, hid from human Senfe,
Shine forth in their Almighty Evidence,

Bright Demonftration every deuht comouh
And forces the Aflent of fceptic

. 4
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Glarlng Convi&ion with rediltlefs L:ghr

Flalhes on Minds wrapt in eternal Nig
Dull Ignora: ce ftarss at th’ unwal.comc %barc,
And coward Error dreads th’ unequ
Triumphant Truth afiumes her mmfe Mate,
And trufts her Rights to fuch an Advocate.

S) when the bp.end:mr of the Morgs ap
Detormity its native Horrois wear :
Beauty puts en her charms ; Con:wufion flies,

And well-diftinguifi’d, Objets round us rife.

Confeious of Guilt the Ray agers of Night
Abfcond from the ungrateful glare of Light
Thick Glooms, obfcure as Ermr, dilapp-ar ;

Anrd Day fucceeds, as Dembonitration clear.

Now to fecure Impeaitents he tums;

And from his Tom,u:.... Almizhry Vengeance barns,
§he vengeful Flames and l hundcrs of the Law,
fqual the Terrors trembiing A4:2s faw.

He f(ets incens’d Jmmpmt...m ¢ n Arms,

And founds llu: 11 1al frump Us dread Alars,
1'he Charmer S:in with higeous  Alfpedt f;!.-lrc'l,
And fee! In naLcd Horrors Heil appears !
The walteful Deeps Iie open to our Eyes, .
And Filames and Groans and Curles blended rife.
JeHovaH frowns ; the Sword af Jultice drawn
Above; below rhe Gulphs ct Tipher yawn !

See ! The great Judge his burning  Throne alcend,
D-ath and Deftru@ion on his Nod attend.
H..u-k A dread Clangor ! Dearl’s old Prifons burft,
And ulden Lile wfpires the riing  Dutt,

I
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o ation Mtlhom ftand,
) B i bentcnce at the King’s left Hand :

Confounded W:th the Sound  « DeparT,”’ they {hrink,

Screaming away, end down to Hell they {ink,

The Elements « ﬁbhre ; Earth, Skies and Seas,

Vanith in one fierce Uﬂth‘l‘(ul Biaze.

The.hardy Sinner, happily deceiv’d,
Now feels the Pains he ne’er before believ’d:
With Bright Delcriorion dazzled, knows not where
He 5, but frems the Vengance now to bear.
Internal Vwinges thro’ his Bofom dart,
And Hcll’s dire Pangs already rcnd his Heart:
He thinks the Mifrics defcrin®d, his ovn ;

Sinks in Defpair, ard Cries, Urdone! Undone !

« Lift up &ﬁys Brair ) lit up thy dying Eyes:
¢ Say, who hangs yonder rack’ d in Agontes?
¢« Pity and Torture, Love commixt with Pain,
« Throbs in his Heart, and pants in cvery Vein,
¢¢ See ¢ Irom his Han_s and Feer his Huad and Side,
« Rivers of Blood and Mercy mingled glide !
& Jesus! THs Saviour !-—Yes! "Tis He !--Forbzar,
¢ Thou dymg dianer, to mdulw Dcfpm"
“ BELIEVE and Liv e, there walh thy foulcft Stans,
¢ Jn this dear de] ugc fromr his bleeding Veins.
- Now Juftice fmiles; thy Guilt appears no more;
¢ A'ﬁd Sinas’s Thunders ceafe to fl:fh and roar.
w Of Galv'ry's Balm receive a corcial Drop,
« And black defy ipair will brighten 1o H i },L :
h' .] he COTTY d (;Dnﬁflt“lcc no mare &QOIII Z

v But hellith Fears to heav’nly Tranfports ri: a.'. ‘

Oh! hcrc the rnptm’d Vuofe could ever cdwell;
Aﬂd lill \‘c‘ith Uinvrei: ht'ln'-"r VWonder t(’”‘

How oft® has Brair alius J our Nlinds to rove,
Thro’ ail the Myll’ries or redeeming Love;
Jrsvus éllpn—\} a i his Almighty Ll A1)
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To draw reluétant ‘Sinners to his
With Jesus’ charming Name cold
And every Theme with Gof] pel-Sweets mfpn' d
His darling Subject thie:; A  heav’ nly Flame -1
Sublimi’d his Language when he touch’d the Thems,
This Cord ot Love around our Hearts he threw,
And backward Souls with ple aling Vi'lence drew,
ReluCtapt and with pitying F cary he fhew'd, -
The vengeful Terrors of an angry God; 1
But Oh! With Joy proclaim’d a bavxour’s peaceful \
Blood. *

Confcious of all the Sorrows others feel,
He kill'd to cure, and wounded but to heal

But in what nobler Language fhall I paint,
The pure, Serapbxc Ardors of the Sasmt !
His Lite a fixt unerring waik with God;
A conftant Progrefs in the heav’nly Road
His Heart the Secat of conitant Peace and Love:
There glow’ d the Paffions Seraphs feel above ;
There pleas’dand unmolefted dwelt the heav'n y DOV!.
His Breath like gratetul Incenfe, to the Skies,
Did daily 1n refin’d Devotion rlre.
His Soul exerted with his praying Breath,
Th’ Almighty Importunity of Faith.
Hence guilty Heads elcape the falling Blow,
And Blellings to unworthy Millions flow,
Nations partook the bounty ot his Pray o
And Ful:ure Times the Beneht fhall f{hare.
This gen’rous Legacy he left Mankind, ,
Which, while he {leeps in Death, Hc:w n will remind.
So Whllf‘ great Mofes rais'd his praving Hands, *
Vill'ry and Triumph wait on lfra’l’s Bands.
Each warm Petition {lays a haughty Foe
And Am’lek Falls, buc Aofes {trikes the Blow.

But

+ Moraliy, * Exod. 11,11,
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; mtland\olv Haur appears, g
LAIR muﬂ rife, aid 1cave the World in Tears,
th znl confum’d, with pious Labour fpent,

Too much refin’d tor this gruis Eiement,
Mature for Heav’n, he breaks the Pris’n of Clay ;
Soars, and expatiate: in eternal Day :

Lnjoys !ht Glories he delenib’d  unfeen,

And ¢v'n his Vices immenfe I.nprm ements gain,
Hﬂn’ ¥ kmi’d Upun his L - ; & ur then moft kind
When fricndly Death re'eas’d o) nnpnluu "d Mind:
But oh! The Lofs to thofe condemn’d to ftay behind! )

b

i
1
a

Extenfive a2 the Lofs, Oh! be the Griet;
Aﬂd mn a hﬂpt}ﬂs Cate, de fra r Rehet.

kﬁ“"m ' Enut amm 1[11":11’ b‘l .ttu
h Heivn Lif: m cir'd, 1s ftopt in Death,
2N your Tears! no more fhaii ye rejoice,
Bmazb the chfarm,: !phumce of his Voice.
GOUDLING - Soul:, ‘ament! now you may rove,
£ C i e %L ﬁM deIﬂIl illlCC our DL '%IR S r¢emove.

By whi;

i' <

 Surviving Remant ot the facred Tribe,

Whﬂ knew the Worth thefe plaintive Lays {defcribe ;

mnenmt’s, thiree Worthigs ol immortal Fame,

Brethren by Ovfice, Birth, 1 Heart and I\&‘T‘ "'

Mj, ﬁ’h{i full enpy’d th’ unbofom’d Fncmi

No igers, whole Sou! hL like his own rcbn’ d,

When sll Attention, eagér to acmut

The &?Vllfib KﬂOW Ldgﬁ‘ at his rov I‘C"ld Fc I

Repris d we ﬁt < and thou above the Rt

oth d Image of the dear deceas’d,

T ‘Braw ! Oh! let ipontam.ous flow

- A,~ ods of tributary Grief you owe.

Aﬂd (in your Number if fo mean a Name,

’eb (hc fad Honour of chict Mourner claim)
{ my hlial Tears more copious fow,

8¢ Ticc of waverfal Woe,




- O Bran! wa'm all thc tend’fy
My Father, Tutor, Paftor, Brcthcr-- :
While Diftance the fad Privil:.cgc. deries, ©
O’er thy dear Tomb to vent my “burflieg Eycs,
The Mufe erclts ( the fole return ailow’d)

This humble Monument of Gratitude.

Faint are her Lays; the mourcful Theme fhe fings,
Extinguifnes her Fire, and cloggs her Wings,
Affeted Sorrow 1n a loftier firsin,

May flourifh, and with nicer Art cnu.pmn.
Thefe elegiac Numbers would appear

More warm a:d noble, were they l {s f :nCEre.

« Grief unaficdled furs bur 1l with Ar,

“ Or fHowing Numbers with a blacing Heart” ¢

-
,

But tho’ eternal Silence feize my Tongur
Anrd the Dumb Mufe no more attempt a
Yet to Lif’s clofe, my grateiul Soul ﬂ't:m fcel,
The fccret Sorrow Lammag“ fails 1o tell:

In all my gay or i‘tud-*gﬁ.. Monents  prove
The pmmg Angmfh of hercaved Love,

"Till cor Reunion heal th’ invitratze W u,nd above.

Lamented Shade! tho’ rais’d brond the Reach
Ot mortal Senfe, my Tro'ts their Pinions Strerch
In queft of h&:, thro’ ueknown Regions rove,
TO f‘ d tm - .10[11? I. fﬂlh‘l Ny g 1GES .:.‘; OV
But ah! infutferable Light fur rrounds,

Thy Manlion, and my feehle Sigt coalounds.

How dark the Views bemaghted Niortals haeo,
Ot that {trange neighb'ring \Worid lv | the G
O! Where in the unboundcd Realms o
Has Heav'n allorted thee h“:.‘v buistul Place ?
What glorious Novelies rath fuil 1o View,
Whici not betore evin they viir €0 -5 knew 2

Dui1 thou with Ser. phs H;. wn W etanal lirone,
_I ' ¥

- \ ; T A ; . n’! F EEELE "' ™
 Mr, Tl on N 400 2T ey
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Fpeaous 1 00't, as ulual, rove,
all the Mazesof 1 Love ¢
the gen'rous Labour uadergo,
s Guardiaa-Angel to the Church below—e=
ue this wild Licenfe, raving Mufe! Reftrain;
Nor pry to Things hid from the Sons of Men :
Ere long Eternity’s amazing Light, ﬁ
Will fhew thefe Myit’ries naked to my Sigh

Bleft Shade ! Adieu !'——When a few Days have run;
Their tedious Rounds, my painful Labour done,
Ripen’d for Heav’n, may Ir t‘ﬁg“ my Breath,
And fmile like thee at the grim Face of Death!
‘ol’wing the Path thy ‘Feet unerring trod,
May I like tuee afcend the heav’nly Road.
And ever dwell with thee beneath the Smiles of(

God ! )
There in divineft Intimacy fpend,
Yternal Years in Blifs and I*'riendﬂlip nc'er to End!

Hamover 1n Virginia,
November 10th 1751.

L Ss¢c cecinst marensi
} S. DavIEs.
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