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TO THE LONDON EDITION.

WE have scarcely ever felt more highly gratified,
than in thé-opportunity we now embrace of presenting
to the religious public, one more Volume of the interest-
ing Sermons of that most excellent man, the late Rev.
PresipexT Davies, of America....Sermons, admira-
bly calculated to promote the grand interests of vital,
evangelical godliness ; or, increase the knowledge and
influence of real religion in the hearts and lives of men.

That they are the genuine productions of the masterly
pen to which they are ascribed, no other evidence need
be adduced than an appeal to the discourses themselves.
Let them be compared with-those already abroad in the
world, and they will be clearly seen to carry their own
witness along with them. The instant they meet our
eye, with but a common degree of discernment, we can-
not but be struck with the coincidence, with respect to
method and order—to a free and masculine diction—a
rich vein of evangelical doctrine—an impartial regard
to the cases of all his hearers, and an animated and
pathetic application, between this and the preceding
volumes. ¢ The sun,” it has been remarked, on a
similar occasion, ¢ discovers himself to be the sun, by
the beams with which he irradiates and enlivens man-
kind, and is easily distinguished from the other heavenly
bodies by his surpassing lustre.”



v ADVERTISEMENT.

It is not for a moment to be doubted, but that these
composures, had they passed under the revision of their
worthy author, would have received considerable em-
bellishment. That they were not so favoured, is a
circumstance not a little to be regretted. But we need
not inform the intelligent reader, that this is a too frequent
disadvantage attached to posthumous publications. It
is, however, pleasing to reflect, that the several former
volumes, the manly compositions of the same capacious,
soaring genius, were not, on this account, perused with
less cordiality by a discerning public.

As it is more than probable, this will be the last vol-
ume of the admired author that will ever be introduced
to public notice, we do most affectionately accompany
it with our warmest wishes, that a portion of the mantle
fallen from our Elijah may become the perquisite of
every reader of these discourses; in which—¢ the
various excellencies of learning, judgment, eloquence,
piety, and seraphic zeal, mingle in one uncommon glo-
ry—not unlike the beams of the sun, collected by a
burning-glass, that at once shine with the most re-
splendent brightness, and set fire, wherever the blaze is
directed, to every object susceptive of their celestial
influence.”

‘What happy prophet shall his mantle find,
Heir to a doubple portion of his mind ? WATTS.
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SERMONS

ON

IMPORTANT SUBJECTS.

SErMoON 064,

THE SIGNS OF THE TIMES.

Luxe xX1. 10, 11....25, 236, Then said he unto them, Nation

shall rise uf against nation ; and kingdom against kingdom ; and
! great earthquakes shall be in divers places, and famines, and fress
tilences, and fearful sights, and great sighs shull there be from
heaven. JAnd there shall be signs in the sun, und in the moon,
and in the stars ; and upion the earth distress of nations with frer-
plexity ; the sea and the waves roaring ; men’s hearts JSailing
them for fear, and for looking after those things which are coming
on the earth.

ALL the works of God are wotthy of our admiring notice ;
and to overlook or disregard them, is at once an instance of stu-
pidity and wickedness. It was a_ heavy charge against the an-
clent Jews, that they were sunk in luxury and pleasure, while the
signals of divine vengeance should have cast them into the pos-
ture of anxious expectation. ¢ The harp and the viol, and the
tabret, and the pipe, and wine, are ti their feasts ; but they re-
gard not the work of the Lord, neither consider the operation
~ of his hands.”*  And if all the works of God, even those that
' are ordinary and according to the known course of nature, are

B
* Isaiah v. 12
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worthy of observation and wonder ; certainly much more so are
those which are extraordinary—those which are done by the
immediate hand of God, above the course of nature ; or which are
accomplished accaording to such laws of nature as are unusual,
and intended to be carried into execution only in extraordinary
periods, and for purposes of uncommon importance. To disre-
gard these, is the more stupid and inexcyseable, as they have a
natural and direct tendency to engage and fix our attention by
‘their new and strange appearances: for things common and
familiar to us, cease to be objects of our admiration and wonder,

‘however great and surprising in themselyes : whereas, things

new and strapge, attract the gaze of mankind, though not more
astonishipg or important than the former. And if these un-
usual works of God are also firognosticative ; if these extraor-
dinary appearances in the natural world are signals and fremoni-
tions of same important revolutions in the moral world, for which
our duty and our ipterest require us to prepare ;—1I say, if this
be the case, then, to disregard them is still more stupid, and ag-
gravatedly wicked ; it is highly ungratetul to Gad, who is kindly
pleased to give us warning of the impending events, that we

-ay put ourselves into 3 proper postyre tp meet with them:

and it may be highly injurious to ourselves, whp may feel, to our
cost, the unhappy want of that preparation, which we might have
obtained by timely notice of these monitory signs.

Now my present intention is to inquire, Whether unuspal
phenamena, or appearances, in the ngiurgl warld, may not be
really intended, by the great Ruler of nature, as firognostics or
Jore-tokens of some grand events in the kingdoms of the earth, and
in the church, for which it becomes us to prepare ; and to pre-
pare us for which, these monitory presages may he given us ?

J own it has been with hesitation, that I have ventured to de-
vote an hour of your sacred time to so unusual an inquiry.
But after much thought, that which determined my fluctuating
mingd, was this consideration ;: That if these unuéual commo-
tions and appearances are intended by divine Providence to be

fremenitions and signs of some grand and interesting revolutions

'among mankind, they would miss their end entirely upon us, un-
Jess we should regard them in that view ; and we should be
guilty of hardening ourselves against warnings kindly given us
from heaven. But if we should be mistaken in locking upon
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these things in this tiyrognosticative " view, still it would be a
harmiess, and even a firofitable mistake, if it might render us
more thoughtful and serious, and set us upon preparing for all
events, whether presignified or not. ' )

That which has turned my mind to this inquiry has been the late
unusual and strange commotions and appearances in heaven and
carth, which have been felt and seen in various parts of the world -
perticularly in Europe and America. An earthquake of prodigious
extent and violence has shaken half the globe, buried cities in ru~
ins, split the earth into hideous chasms, which have swallowed
many thoysands of mankind in Europe and Africa, and tossed
the acean into an unusyal ferment for thousands of miles.
Great Britain has trembled from shore to shore, and some parts
of America seemed to symfiathize with it. Solid rocks have split
to pieces, and huge unwieldy mountainous fragments have been
burled to some’ distance, while the ground a Jittle way off was not
affected ; particularly a well-known ledge of rocks, called Whis-
ton-cliffs, in Yorkshire; in England, where a horrid rumbling
noise was heard for some days ; and at length, sundry large pie-
ces of rock were torn off and hurled through the air into a valley,
ong of which was about thirty yards high, and between sixty and
seventy broad ; and there did not appear to be any cavities in the
rock, where air might be imprisoned to cause the rupture. But,
(says one that saw it*) one part of the solid stone is cleft from
the rest in a perpendicular Jine, and smooth as if cut with instru.
ments.” Near this, two pieces of ground, thirty or forty yards
in diameter, have been removed entire, without cracks, with all
their load of rocks ; ¢ some of which (says the same relater) are
as large as the hyll of a small ship, and a trge growing out of one
of them.” In varioys parts of Europe a strange apd unaccount-
able motion has been observed in the waters, not only that of the
sea and the rivers communicating therewith, but even that in ca-
nals, ponds, cisterns, and all other Jarge or smaller collections of
water ; and that without the least motjon of the earth around, or
of the vessels which contained the water.  Strange meteors and
appearances have also been seen in the aerial regions : a fiery
bloody-coloured sky—the modern phenomenon of the Aurora

* Mr. John Wesley.—See his Thoughts on the Earthquake at Lisbon,
#n excellent and seasonable performange,
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Borealis, or 2 midnight brightness in the north—three unasual
circles, intetsecting the sun and each other, which some of us
have seen not many years ago-—unusual rains, hail, thander and
lightning, in England, in the winter season—-a severe draught
lest summer in our country, that threatened mmny parts of it
with famine—~irregular tides, and inundations of seas and rivers,*
by which much loss has been sustained, and many lives perished.
Besides these strange phenomena, which have already appeared,
if we regard the calculation of that great philosopher, Doctor
Halley, and of some others, we are to expect a visit from that
porteritous stranger, a come?, in about two yeats hence ; a huge
globe, heated, according to Sir Isaac Newton’s calculation, two
thousand times hotter than red-hot iron. And Doctor Halley ob-
serves, that the last time it revolved, it moved in the same line in
which the earth performs her annual course round the sun ; but
then the earth was on the other side of her orbit : whereas, in
this revolution, it will move not only in tlie same line, but in the
very same part of that line in which the earth moves. '~ And will
not this, upon the principles of philosophy, occasion a collision
of those two bodies, or such a near approach as would prove fatal
to out earth ? For such an enormous body of solid fire would bure
it to a coal, and cause an universal conflagration ; and we have
no reason, that I know of, to hope the contrary but from revela-
tion, in which we find many prophecies not yet fulfilled. But
upon the principles of infidel-philosophy, this dreadful conse-
quence seems unavoidable.

These are certainly very uncommon thmgs : it is not in every
year, nor in every century that they appear. Some of them, par-
ticularly earthquakes, inundations, et cxtera, are evidently the
judgments of a righteous God upon our guilty globe ; and in this
view they undoubtedly demand a serious regard : but is this the
only view we should have of them 2 May we not look upon these
and the other harmless phenomena as signs and forerunners of
some revolutions in the world of mankind, as strange and extra-
ordinary as these are in the material world ? May not the con-
vulsions of the globe be an omen of the agitations and confusions
of the kingdoms of men that are to follow ? May not a fiery
bloody-coloured sky be a signal to the world below to prepare

* Particularly of the Rhone, in France, som2 months ago ; and of the
sea at Charleston, in South Carolina, about twa or three years ago.
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for soenes of blead and slaughter ! And as to tomets, may we
Rot use the words of a good philosopher, as well as a divine poet !

¢ Lorp of the armies of the sky ;
He marshals all the stars ;
Red comers lift his banners high,
And wide proclaim his wars !* WATTS.

Are there not some strange events in the womb of Providence ?
And are not these the struggles and pangs of nature labouring
with the prodigious birth ? 1 will not be peremptory in determina
ing this point. Nor am I about to assume the airs of a prophet,
or the low character of a fortune-teller ; but I shall bumbly offer
my opinion with the reasons of it, and then allow you to judge
for yourselves. Nor shall I inquire into the philosophy of these
things. Perhaps they are e/ the effects of natural causes, as some
of them undoubtedly are. We are not on the one hand to feign
needless miracles ;* and on the other hand, I see no reason why -
we should be so scrupulous, as some seem to be, of supposing the
immediate agency of the Divine hand in some unusual appear-
ances above or contrary to the laws of nature. By forming ser-
vants to do his work, the Lord of nature has not rendered himself
dependent upon them, so that he cannoz work without them ; and
he has no where informed us that he has so tied himself down to
them, that he will never work without them ; or that because
miracles were more frequent in those ages in which the true re-
ligion was introduced and confirmed, therefore they shall not be
wrought in other ages a¢ ell. Such immediate interpositions of
the divine hand can afford the Almighty no trouble ; for it is as
easy for him to manage the universe without instruments as with
them. Upon the whole, I can see no sufficient reasgn to suppose
that he never works but by secondary causes, and according to
the established laws of nature, even in.the ordinary ages of the
world. Even in such ages there may be some events to be ac-

-tomplished which it may be most proper for him to take into his
own hands, and order his servants to stispend their agency—to
stand still and see the works of God : but to determine this point
is by no means necessary to my present design. These commo-
tions and appearances in nature may be ominous or firognosticative,
and yet be the effects of the estabdlished laws of natyre ; for, be-
voL. III. C

. » Nec Deus intersit, nisi dignus vindice nodus ineidenit. #OR.
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sidés the usual laws established at the creation for the regulation
of the world in ordinary times, and which are every day carried
into execution, and obvious to common observation ; besides these,
I'say, why may there not be, as I hinted, other laws, equally fix-
ed and regular, but not carried into execution, except in extraor-
dinary seasons, and as signale and premonitions of some impor-
tant events, of which it is proper mankind should have some pre-
vious intimations, that they may prepare for them ? May not the
wise Contriver of the machine of nature have placed in it certain
hidden springs, which, like the stroke of a clock at the hour, will
. move and operate at the appointed period, and rouse the attention
and admiration of a stupid world ? Besides the causes of the daily

« Jamiliar phenomena of nature, may there not be causes in reserve
. for some grand purposes to produce some strange unusual phe-

nomena, adapted to the exigencies of some extraordinary peri-
ods? All the exigencies of such periods were known to the om-
niscient Creator when he first formed this vast machine, when
he wound it up and put all its wheels in motion ; and there he
could easily adjust those /atent springs in such a manner, as that
they should operate exactly in the apifointed period, when it
should be fit, that for extraordinary reasons, extraordinary ap-
pearances should be produced, whether at the distance of twenty,
an hundred, or a thousand years : there he might place certain
powers, for this end, to give an alarm to the world when he should
be about to accomplish some important revolution. Thus, you
see,-it is not necessary to the present inquiry to determine
whether these unusual appearances are miraculous or agreeable to
the srated course of mature ; for whether you suppose them the
one or the other, they may be fortentous, and forebode some great
revolutions. - .
This is certain, that such strange appeamncés hgve been prog-
fosticative in times fast, i)afticularly in that period to which my
text primarily refers ; namely, the destruction of Jerusalem and
_the church and state of the Jews. It is to that dreadful unparal-
leled calamity, the predictions in this chapter primarily refer ;
'though, it must be owned, it is deseribed in such language, and
under such majestic images, as naturally carry our minds for-
‘warAd to the still more dreadful destruction of this guilty globe
at the final judgment. And indeed, it is a very usual thing for
the prophets to have two events in view in the same description,
the one more immediately, and the other more remotely : and that
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part of the description which is not fully accomplished in one,
has its final and complete accomplishment in the other ; partic-
ularly, it is common for them to make the judgments God inflict-

ed upon guilty nations in this world, and the overthrow of cities N

and empires, a representation of his still more glorious and ter-
rible appearance in the character of universal Judge at the last
day, to inflict everlaéting punishments, of a more terrible kind,
upon the world of the ungodly ; and of the universal overthrow’
and conflagration.of the earth and all that it contains. This is
certainly a wise method of instruction, as it makes the events of
this life so many hints and mementos of the more important
scenes before us at the end of this world, and in that awful eter-
nity which is to follow. Thus, the ruins of cities, the fall of
kingdoms, and unusual commotions in the natural and moral
world, are made warnings to us to flee from the wrath to come,
and provide for our safety in the wrecks of dissolving worlds.
In this double view, we sbould consider the chapter where my
text lies ; though the most, if not all the strange signs and
prodigies here foretold, did actually appear before the destruc-
tion of Jerusalem.

Then the kingdoms of the earth were in a ferment and per-
turbation, and rumours of wars spread their terrors from country
; to country. ¢ Nation rose up against nation, and kingdom a-
_ gainst kingdom.” This may have a particular reference to the
insurrection of the Jews, at that time, in various places, particu-
larly at Jerusalem, upon the Roman emperor’s ordering his im-
age to be set up in the temple :* and at Alexandria, and about
~ Babylon, where they flew to arms, and many of them were slain.¢

As the revolutions and destruction of kingdoms are generally
~ brought about by the force of arms ; rumours of wars, and insur-
 rections of nations against nations, are the usual forerunners of
- such melancholy events ; and to look upon these as a presage, is
~ but to infer the effect from the cause. I need not tell you that

* Jussi a Cajo Casare effigiem ejus in Templo locare, arma potius
sumsere ; quem motum Czsaris mors diremit. Tacit. Hist. v.

Przbuerunt Judzi speciem motus orta seditione. Id. An. xii. .

t Vid. Josephus agymioroyins xviii. ét Philo adv. Flac. To these
- we might add the tumults and slaughter of the Jews at Casarea, Scythop-
~ olis, Ptolomais, Tyre, Gadam, and Damascus ; and the wars of the Jews
~ of Perea against the Philadelphians, of the Jews and Galileans against

the Samaritais, &e¢.
»
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this is the present posture of affairg in those parts of the wesld
in which we are most concerngd. Armies marching, arms
brightening, magagines 8lling, forts and castles besieged, coun-
tries ravaged and deserted, blopd streaming by sea and land, and
the world of spirits peopling fast ; and this ferment is nat likely
to subside till some important revolution be brought about.
Some decisive blow is likely to be given, that may be fatal to ope
or other of the contending parties, and on whom the blow will fal]
is as yet an anxious uncertainty, and holds our miknds in a pamful
suspense. DMay Heaven determipe it in favour of religion, lib.
erty, and justice !

The convulsions of the eartk were alsq an omen of the de;
struction of the Jews. ¢ There shall be earthquakes in divers
places,” says our divine prophet. Accordingly, history informg
us, that ip the reigns of Claudins and Nero, there were frequent
earthquakes in Crete, Smyrna, Miletus, Samos, Laodicea, und
other places ; in all which the Jews were settled, and conse:
guently had their share in the common calamity.* Now, if, as
Grotius judges,} earthquakes are not only severe judgments in
themselves, but also signs of divine vengeance, which eithe
causes them, or does not hinder them by restraining their nat
ural causes ; if, I say, they forebode future calamities and revo
lutiops, as well as produce present, certainly our age may stang
in the postyre of eager expectation, * looking after those thing
that are coming npon the earth ;* for perhaps there never was
more terrible and extensive earthquake than that which happen
ed about ten months ago, since the universal one, whigch brok
up the foyntains of the great deep at the deluge. .

The ward rendered carthguakes,} ip my text, properly signi
fies shakings or concussions, without determining in what ele
ment ; and therefpre may be taken in a larger latitude, to signif
unusual tremors and motions, net only in the earth, but in the se
and air. And accordingly the Jewish historian, Josephus, inform
us, that gt that time there were prodigious storms of the sea, tem

* Josephus gives an acceunt of an earthquake, about *this time, in Jy
dea also, in which no less thau thirty thousand men were swallowed w|
De Bell. Jud. c. xix.

1 Terrzmotus autem, preterquam quod signa sunt irz divinz, eos a
procurantis, aut impedire nolentis, graves etiam clades szpe urbibus g
ferunt, Grot. in Matt. xxiv.

} Zuopes.
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paatuous winds, vebement rains, terrible lightninge, and roarings
of the trembling earth. And if these wonders have a prognestia
cative signification, we and our mother country may forbede upu~
sual things ; for thers they have all been perceived.

Another presage of the destruction of Jerusalem, here-faretold,
was a famine. This was the famine foretald also by Agabus,*
which gave occasion for that collection for the peer saints in Ju-
dea, which 8t. Paul so often and so warmly recommends to the
Gentile ehurchea: Josephus also mentions the same famiae.
This calamity, which is at once a severe judement and an omen,
we bave not yet felt in all its extrémity ; but we have been terris
bly threatened with it, both in Great Britain and Virginia : there,
by the deadly plague that has raged so long among the cattle ;4
and here, by the severe drought of the last season, which actually
reduced many peer families to great straits,

As to the pigsiilence, apother presuge of the destruction of the
Jews, and which raged with sueh uncxampled vialence during the
siege of their metropolis ; through the kindaess of Providence,
Europe and Amevica have not been lately visited withit: bus
how soon the deadly contagion maay break out among us is uns
known, This is obvious in the histary of the world, that earthe
guakes, famines, apd pestilences,} bave generally been compan.
ions, or followed close upon one amother. And our cold climate
and pure aip. are no security against the infection: for two or
three years before the first English settlera arrived in New Engv
Jand, there had been a plague among the Indian natives which had
swept off some tribes entirely, and diminished others se much,
that the English found the wilderness in same places coyered
with sculls and bones ; for in some tribes none suryived to bury
the dead.§ Thys werg the heathen cast out to make roem for

* Acts iz 28. 1 In the year 1750.

3 Aipeos et Ampos famine qud pestilence are generally used togetherin
Greek authors, as Gratius (in loc.) observes : and the reason may be, noy
only that which he assigns, viz. their resemblance in sound; but also,
because they generally happen together, or closely follow upon each other,
in the world. Old Hesiod has Auuev oy m;;apav. ’

Seneca also observes, ¢ Solere post magnos terrarum motys pestilentiam
fieri.” (De ngt. q.1. vi.ch. 27.) And he assigns this reason for it, that
the air and water are corrupted by the effuvia from the howgls of the
carth, vented through the chasms.

§ See Prince’s Chron. of New England, vol. i. p. 9
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these pious puritans, as the Canaanites were before the Children
of Israel. Now, what was justly inflicted upon the savages, who
could not sin with our aggravations, we certainly cannot claim
exemption from upon the footing of innocence, nor, I am afraid,
of supertor goodness ; and we see we cannot promise ourselves
exemption from our climate.

The remaining signs of this desolation I shall mention togeth-
er. Fearful sights, and great signs from heaven—signs in the
sun, and in the moon, and in the stars—the sea and waves roaring.
The mere simple relations of these portentous appearances strike
us with horror : and Josephus, who has left us a full history
of these times, informs us they all actually happened at that
tragical period. When he enters upon the subject, he uses
some of the very words of this chdpter; proposing to speak of the
signs and firodigies* which presignified the approaching desola-
tion ; and he mentions the following horrendous prognostications :
A star in the shape of a sword, or a comet, pointing down upon
the city, was seen to hang over it for a whole year. There were
other strange and unaccountable meteors seen in the aerial re-
gions : armies in battle-array, and chariots surrounding the coun-
try and investing their cities ; and this before sun-set. The
great gate of the temple, which twenty men could scarcely
shut, and which was made fast with bolts and bars, opened of its
own accord to let in their enemies ; ¢ for so, says Josephus, our
wise men understood the omen. At the ninth hour of the night
a great light shone upon the temple and the altar, as if it had
been noon-day ; and at the feast of Pentecost, when the priests
‘went at midnight into the temple to attend their service, they
first heard a kind of noise as of persons removing from a place,
and then a voice, “ LET UsS AWAY FROM HENCE.”

Tacitus, a Roman historian of the same age, confirms this, by
relating the same things ;} and as he had no connections with
the Jews, his testimony is liable to no suspicion. Josephus
further adds, what he counts more terrible than all this, that a
certain person began, at the feast of Tabernacles, tocry, © A
voice against Jerusaler@and the temple! A voice against all

* ‘Evenerunt prodigia, visz per celum concurrere acies, rutilautia arma,
et subitd nubium igne collucere templum, expassz repenté delubri fores,
et audita major human vox excedere Deos, simul ingens motus exceden-
tium. Hist. Lv.

T owpniee xas w5l Libs vii. c. 31

.
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the people ! Woe, woe to them !” And that he continued cry-
ing, “ Woe ! Woe !” incessantly for seven years, notwithstand-
ing all the barbarities the Jews exercised upon him, to silence
him; of which he seemed entirely regardless. Josephus also
mentions, as I observed, uncommon perturbations and inun-
dations of the sea ; hurricanes, thunder and lightning, and sub-
terranean rumblings and bellowings of the trembling globe.
Thus exactly does history agree with this prophecy, and prove
it true and divine. '

I need not tell you that some of these, or the like horrendous
portents, have appeared in our age ; and we shall presently see,
whether they do not probably forebode -some grand events to ue
also, as they did to the Jews.

It is evident, that, at least, some of the Jews and other nations
did then consider them as tokens of some dreadful approaching
judgments ; for we are told in the text, that, as the effects.of
these appearances, ¢ Men’s hearts should fail them for fear, and
for looking after those things that are coming upon the earth.”
The posture of ecager anxious expectation seemed natural, at
such a time, when heaven and earth were struggling and trav-
ailing, to bring forth some astonishing revolution. And may
not the late extraordinary phenomena of nature cast us into the
same posture, and set us upon preparation for some new aston-
ishing scenes ! Certainly they may, and ought, if these phenom-
ena are indeed prefigurative, or portend something future. And
that they are really so ; that they are intended for that purpose
by the supreme Manager of the world, and oughs to be looked
upon in that view by us, will, I think, appear at- least probable
from the following considerations :

I. There secems to be a correspondence and propriety in it, that
there should be a kind of symfiathy between the narurel and moral
world ; that when the kingdoms of the earth are tossed and
agitated, the earth itself should totter and tremble under them ;--

‘that when the light of the rational world, the splendour of courts
and kingdoms, is about to be extinguished or ebscured, the
sun and moon, and other lights of the material world, should a-
bate their glory too, and, as it were, appear.in mourning ;—that
when some grand event is hastening to the birth, that terribly
illustrious stranger, a comet, should make us a visit, a9 its harbin-
ger, and shake its horrendous tail over the astonished world :—
that when peace is broke among the nations, - the harmony of thé
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clements should likewise be broken, and they whould fall intts

‘transient animosities and conflicts, #ike the restless beings, for
- whose use they were formed. There is sn apparent congruity

and propriety in these things ; and therefore the argument is, at
least, plausible : but asit is drawn only frem analogy, which does
not untversally hold, Ishall wot lay much stress upon it. And
yet, on the other hand, as there is an obvious analogy, which
does unquestiomably hold in many imstancee, between the
natural and moral world,* the argument is not to be utterly dis-
regarded.

2. These unusoal appearances are peculiarly edaf:red to raise
the attention of ‘mankind, and prepare them for important revos
lutions.

- There isa propriety and advantage, if nota. uecewty, especially
with regard tb that part of markind, (and there are always many
such upon earth) whose benefit is intended by these extraordina-
ry events and Tevolutions, that they be prepared for them. And

“they cannot prepare for them without some general expectation

of them; and they can have no expectation of them, without
SOIE warning or premonition of them. Now thve ordinary ap-
pearances in wature cannot answer this end, because they are or-
dinacy, and therefore not adapted to rouse and fix the attention ;
end because they really have no such premonitory signification.
And as to the word of God, it may have no dircct perccivable
reference to such extraordinary periods ; and, therefore, can
give us no previous warning of their approath.

But these unusual phenomena are peculrarly adapted to this
end : their novelty and terror catch the atténtion of the gazing
world.t They stare and shudder, and pause 3;1d think, and nat-

* See that masterly performance, Bxshop Butler’s v Ana\ogy, in which
this s incomparably illustrated. ‘,

4 Scmeca has a remarkable passage to this ‘purpose;: Nemo usgjae ed
tardas, et h-7--s ét demissus in terram est, ut ad vi1viny non eriguter, ac
tota miente ¢ asurgat ; utiq ; ubi novem aliquid 2 coelo “prirmculum folsit
Nam quamdin: s ta decurrunt, magnitudinem rerum consigetudo sabducit_

Ita enim compositi sumus, ut nos quotidiana, etiamsi adl\g&tme dlgna .

suut, transeant : conuk, minimarum rerum, si insolitz prodi&runt, specta-
, culum dulce fiat. Hic itaque ccetus astrorum, quibus mmv!nsl corporis

et s ~ulchritudo distinguitur, ‘populam nion convocat. At cum alnqmd ex more
“w—at A ‘atum est, omium wultus in ceelo est. Sol spectatorem, misi cum de-

scs non habgg, v Nemo observat lunam, nisi laborantem. Si quid turba-
tum es - aufpmde' ‘3 uetudinem emiouit, specumus, interrogaus, a6~
tendip - Nat™Q, " vii.c. 1.
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urally bode something important impending. They trémble at
the Power which hangs out these tremendous ensigns of his wrath.
They reflect upon their guilt, which makes them timorous, and
fear the worst. They view the frame of nature with horror,
sensible of its frailty and liableness to disorder, and that they may
be buried in its ruins. They begin to reflect upon the necessity
of preparation for all events in this fluctuating state of things, and
seck the favour and protection of the great Ruler of the universe,
These prodigies have this natural tendency ; and upon some,
who were unaffected and unreformed by all the ordinary works of
God and means of grace, they have actually had this happy effece.
Thus some are prepared for the events, which these things fore-
bode ; and others have had timely warning, and therefore are in-
excusable. Now, if these things have naturally a tendency to pro-
mote this benevolent end, is it not a strong presumption, that
they are intended for this end by a wise and gracious Providence ;
that is, that they are intended to answer an end, which they have
a natural firness and tendency to answer ? This seems, at least,
highly probable. Our stupid and senseless world, which is proof
against the energy of the usua! means of reformation, seems to
need such extraordinary, alarming monitors. And, as it is a max-
im of the divine government to consult the advantage of his du-
tiful subjects, to reform those that are corrigible, and at once to
punish and leave inexcusable those that continue obstinate ; and,
as he acts upon this maxim in all the judgments he inflicts upon
the earth, it seems agreeable to the goodness and justice of God,
to give such previous warnings when the dreadful period is at -
hand, in order to alarm a secure world, and set them upon prep-
aration. This, I say, is agreeable to his perfections ; and, there-
fore, there is some apparent reason to expect it. He may hang
out a comet, like a blazing ensign over the nations, to rouse them
out of their slumbers. He may cause half the globe to tremble
under the inhabitants, in order to strike terror tedbeir impeni-
tent hearts. He may preach to them by the vbic¢" of thunder,
and roaring oceans, that they may hear who wert - eaf to the gen-
tle voice of his gospel. Such premonitiong yould be striking il
lustrations of the goodness and equity of his administration, who
does not usually let the blow fall without previous warning, afi
they would contribute to the right improwment.of such.dis -
sations. This, therefore, I tl:i.nk, we ma); It’;alf upon, at':le.; tyas

n !
“d (3T A
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a probable argument ; especially if we add, that, as these unasual
appearances are, in their own nature, fit to be premonitionsy so,

3. It seems 7atural to mankind to view them in that light :
and they have universally been lookeéd upon in that lightin all
ages and countrizs. As to the Jews, the matter is clear ; for Jo-
sephus tells us, that their wise men- actually pat this construc-
tion upon these alarming appearances, which preceded the de-
struction of Jerusalem.®* And as they had been accustomed to
miracles for the confirmation of their religion, they were even
« extravagantin their demands of this sort of evidence upon every
occasion ; as we find in the history of the Evangelists. Asto
the Gentiles, this was the genersl sentiment of all ranks among
them, not only of the vulgur, but of their poets and philosophers.
This I could prove from their best authors : but I can now only
select a few testimonies. That accurate naturalist, Pliny, says,
“ An earthquake is nota simple evil ; it is at once a present
¢alamity, and a foretoken of an equal or greater calamity to come.”
And he gives this instance of it : ¢ The city of Rome (says he)
was never yet shaken with an earthquake, but it portended some
future event.”t Cicero, the greatest philosopher, perhaps, as
well as the greatest orator, among the Romans, repeatedly speaks -
of these things as portentous. ¢ The world has been so formed
from the beginning,” says he, “ that certain signs do precede
certain events ; some in the lightning, some in strange appear-
ances, some in the stars,”” &c.i ¢ How often,” says he, ina-
nother place, « has the senate ordered the prophetic books of
the Sybils to be consulted, when two suns or three moons have
appeared ; when blazing meteors have been seen in the night ;
when a strange noise lias been heard in the ait 2 When the earth
in the Priverniam fields sunk to a prodigious depth, and Apulia

* This, as I observed, is also evident from the text ; where Christ
foretels that these disastrous prodigies should actually cast the nations in-
to distress and perplexity ; and that men’s hearts, at these premoni-
tions, should fail for fear, and for looking afier those things which should
come upon the earth.

t Non simplex malum, aut ip ipso motu tantum periculum est ; sed par
aut majus ostestum. Nunquam urbs Romana tremuit, ut non futuri even-
tus alicujus id praznuntium esset.  Vide Grotius, in Matt. xxiv. 7.

4 A principio inchoatum essec mundum, ut certis rebus certa signa pra-
currerent, &c. Dedivin. 1. 1.
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was shaken with most violent earthquakes ; 'which things,”
says he, ¢ were portentous, and foreboded terrible wars and per-
nicious seditions to the people of Rome,”* In another placet
he mentions, as striking evidences of a supreme Being, and as
omens of some grand futurities, unusual ¢ thunders, hurricanes,
storms, snows, hail, devastation, pestilence, the quakings and
roarings, and sudden clefts or openings of the earth and rocks
blazing meteors in the heavens, and comets ; which lately,”
says he, ¢ in the wars of Qctavianus, werc predictions of dread-
ful calamities ; and a double sun foreboded the extinction of that,
other sun, Publius Africanus.”

To these testimonies I might add those of Tacitus, Suctonius,
Plutarch, Homer, Virgil, Horace, and many others of the best
authors in the heathen world. But my time will not allow me ;
and besides, it is needless to descend to particulars ; for any one
that has the least acquaintance with these authors, cannot but
know that they are full of omens, prodigies, prognostics, &c.
And they hardly relate any important eveat, without mentioning
some strange thing or other that foreboded it : and this is sufficient
to show, that this was the common sentiment of mankind in the
heathen world.} Indeed, they carried it to an extravagant de-
gree of superstition, and made an omen of almost every thing

* Quibus portentis magna populo Romano bella, pernicioszq ; sedi-
tiones denuntiabantur.  Ibid.

1' De Nat. Dear. 1. 2. See also a poem recited by Cicero, de diy,
1. (mihi) p. 258. .

+ To this common opinien Milton alludes, when he says, a comet
e from its horrid hair
Shakes pestilence and war”
And that the sun
¢ from behind the maan,
In dim eclipse, disastrous twilight sheds R '
On half the nations, and with fear of change
Perplexes monarchs”
“To this also the still more subhme psalmist may ref..r 3 They that
dwell'inthe uttermost parts of the carth, (i. e. the.remotest and most
barbarous heathen nations) are afraid at thy tokens.” (Psalm lxv. 8.)
Remote as they are, these illustrious terrors can reach them ; and, bar-
barous as they are, they can understand their portentous language.
¢ Behold, his ensigns sweep the sky !
New comets blaze and lightnings fly :
The heathen lands, with wild surprise,
From the bright horrors turn their eyes-!” " WATTS,




24 Signs of the Times.

they met with. Even the flight of birds, the feeding of chick.
ens, the entrails of beasts, and'a thousand such things, were,
with them, significant tokens of some important events. But
though this shows their superstition, yet it also seems to show
that it is natural to mankind to look_ upon some things as omin-
ous, and that some extraordinary things are really so. From
mankind’s generally looking for miracles to prove a religion di-
vine, and from imposters pretending to them, we justly infer that
God has so farmed our nature, that it is natural to us to expect
and regard this sort of evidence in this case ; and that God does
adapt himself to this innate tendency, and has actually wrought
true miracles to attest the true religion : and we may, with e-
qual reason, infer from the superstitions of mankind, with regard
to omens and prodigies, that God has given a natural bent ta
our minds to look for them ; and that in extraordinary periods
he really does give such previous signs of future events. The
consent of mankind is always counted a strong argument, and
therefore ought to have its weight in this case.* We ought te
guard against superstition in such things : but we should not

* Tam much confirmed in my opinion by the following passage in the
great Mr. Howe, whom none can justly suspect of superstition or enthu-
siasm : * It is (says he) not only innocent, but commendable to endeav-
our the making a due improvement of moral prognostics ; the like may
be said of such unusual phenomena as fall out within the sphere, but be-
sides the common course of nature; as comets, or whatever else is wont
to be reckoned portentous. The total neglect of which things, I conceive,
neither agrees with the religious reverence which we owe to the Ruler
of the world, nar with common reason and prudence. That they should

" ¢ause what they are thought to signify, I understand not ; nor am I solici-
tous how they are themgelves caused. Let that be as naturally as can be
-supposed—that hinders not their being signe to us, more than the natural
causation of the bow in the clouds ; though that being an appropriate
sign for a determinate purpose, its signification cannot but be more cer-
#ain : and if we should err in supposing them to signify any thing of fu-
ture events to us all, and that error only lead us into more seriousness,
and a more prepared temper of mind for such trouble as may be upon the
earth ; it will surely be a less dangerous error, than that, on the other
hand, would be, if we should err in thinking them to signify nothing ; and
be thereby made the more supine and secure, and more liable to be sur-
prised by the calamities that shall ensue : besides that, we shall be less
excusable in departing from the judgment of all former times and ages, upon
no certainty of being more in the right. And why should we think such
things should serve us for no other purpose than only to gratify our curiosi-
ty, oo furnish us with matter of wonder, or invite us to gaze and admire ?
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extravagantly affect the philosopher, so as to look upon every
thing as unmeaning, and a thing of course ; and differ from the
rest of mankind, without any good reason for it.

4. History informs us, that such unusual commotions and ap-
pearances in the natural world, have, with a surprising regularity,
generally preceded unusual commotions and revolutions in the
moral world, or among the nations of the earth.

When an hypothesis is supported by experiments and matters
of fact, it ought to be received as true. And this argument will
appear. decisive, if we find, in fact, that such commotions and
revolutions in the world have been uniformly preceded by some
prodigies : for such an uniformity of such extraordinary periods,
cannot be the effect of chance, or of blind natural causes, unad-
justed and undirected by an intelligent superior power ; but it
must be the. effect of design, a wise and good design, to alarm
the world, and put them into a proper posture to meet these grand
occurrences., Such prodigies seem by the time, manner, and
other circumstances of their appearance, to be particularly adapt-
ed to be significant and monitory ; and we can give no plausible
account of their appearing in such periods, in such circumstan-
ces, and with so much regularity, but upen this supposition.

Now, I couyld make it abundantly evident from the history of
the world, ‘that such strange commotions and phenomena, have
been the usual forerunners, and consequently the firognostications
and tokens of great changes and revolutions in the kingdoms of
the world ; and that not anly in the age of miracles, and in the
country of Judea, which was ynder an immedjate providence, but
(which deserves special notice) in all ages, and in all countries,
as far as we can receive intelligence. Qf this I shall give a few
instances : v ,

Not to mention the dreadful premonitions of the destruction of
Jerusalem, and the preternatural darkness, the tremor of the
carth, the renting of the rocks, &c. at the death of Christ ;* the
It is not fit, indeed, we should be very particular or confident in our inter-
pretations and expectations upon such occasions; but, I conceive, it is
very safe to suppose, that some very considerable thing, either in a way of
judgment or mercy, may ensue, according as the cry of persevering wick-
edness or of penitential prayer is more or less loud at that time.” Howe’s
works, val. ii. pp. 129, 130. -

¢ Mr. Whiston supposes, that the preternatural darkness of the sun, at
- that time, was a cometary eclipse ; for it could not proceed from the usua!
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assagsination of Julius Czsar, the first Roman emperor, in the
senate-housé, was an event of the utmost importance, and pro-
duced the most terrible consequences to the world. It divided
the vast Roman empire into two grand fuctions, which carried on
a most bloody civil war for some years, in which many of the
greatest men of Rowme, and many thousands of others, jost their
lives. Now, almost all authors that write of these times, agree
that this event was portended by the most terrible prodigies ;
such as a preternatural darkness of the sun for a year, treniors
and openings of the earth, unusual ferments of the sea, inunda-
tions of the Tiber, the river that run by Rome, and the great
river Eridanus ; unusual thunderings, and eruptions of Mount:
Atna; quakings of the Alpine mountains, the clash of arms in
the air, strange meteors, and lightnings, and blazing comets.*

cause, viz, the interposition of the moon, because it was at the full ; whereas
an cclipse of the sun can never happen, but at the change of the moon. He.
suppases that the comet which then appecared was not only the natural cause
of the eclipse, but also of the uncommon phenomena at that time ; related,
some of them, by the evangelists, and others in the testament of Levi, and
the recognitions of Clement, viz. the rocks renting ; the sun looking fiery,
and seeming for some time to be extinguished, and to tremble ; the tides
of the ocean and large seas swelling to an unusual height ; commotions in
the waters to an uncommon depth and in an wncommon degree : the waters
of some lakes running down into the clefts newly opened in the earth, and
so dried up. (See Whiston’s Six Dissertations, p. 164, &c.) It is easy to
see how many of these things have happened in ourage. And if they were
occasioned by the approach of a comet at that time, it secins to confirm
Mr. Wesley’s opinion, that the approach of the comet which is to appear in
the year 1758, may be the cause of the like strange things now. It very
mauch surprised me to find instances so nearly parallel ; and yet Mr. Whis.
ton ascribed the former to a comet, though he wrote about twenty years
ago, and knew nothing of the similar phenomena of this year, before the
approach of a comet.

® These are the prodigies which Virgil and Horace so beautifully
describe :
¢ Sol tibi signa dabit : solem quis dicere falsum
Audeat ? Ille etiam cacos instare tumultus
Saxpe monet fraudemq ; et operta tumescere bella.
Jlle etiam extincto miseratus Caxsare Romam,
Cum caput obscura nitidum ferrugine texit,
Impiaq ; =ternam timuerunt sacula noctem.
Tempore quanquam illo tellus quoque et zquora ponti,
Obscaniq ; cancs, importunaque volucres,
Signa dabant ; Quoties Cyclopum effervere in agros
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‘The subversion and destruction of the vast Roman empire by the
Goths, Vandals, and other savage nations, al'tgr it had ruled the
world so long, was a revolution of the most awful importance to

Vidimus undantem ruptis fornacibus Ztnam,

. Flammarumgq ; globos, liquefactaq; volvere saxa ?
Armorum sonitum toto Germania celo
Audiit : insolitis tremuerunt motibus Alpes.
Vox quoq ; per lucos vulgo exaudita silentes
Ingens, et simulachra modis pallentia miris
Visa sub obscurum noctis ; pecudesq ; locutz,
Infandum ! sistunt amnes, terreq; dehiscunt ;
Et mzstum illachrymat templis ebur, zraq ; sudant.
Probuit insano contorquens vortice silvas
Fluviorum rex Eridanus, camposq ; per omnes
Cum stabalis armenta tulit. Nec tempore eodem
Tristibus aut extis fibrz apparere minaces,
Aut puteis manare cruor cessavit ; et alte
Per noctem resonare, lupis ululantibus, urbes,
Non alias czlo ceciderunt plura sereno
Fulgura ; nec diri toties arsere cometa.
Ergo inter sese paribus concurrere telis
Romanas acies iterum videre Philippi, &ec.

Virg. Georg. i. . 463—499.
Jam satis terris nivis, atq ; dirz

Grandinis misit Pater, et rubente
Dexterd sacras jaculatus aries
Terruit urbem—
Vidimus flavum Tiberim, retortis
Littore Etrusco violenter undis,
Ire dejectum monumenta regis.
Templaq; Vestz, &c. Hor.
Pliny also says, Prodigiosus solis defectus, occiso Dictatore
Cazsare, totius pené anni pallore continuo. L. ii. ¢. 30.
Seneca intimates, that the destruction of Troy was forcboded by
such terrible omens, when he inttoduces Talthybius, saying,

Vidi, ipse vidi.—
Cum subito czco terra mugitu fremens
Concussa, czcos traxit ex imo sinus.
Movere silva capita, et excelsum remus
Fragore vasto tonuit, et lucus sacer :
¥dza ruptis saxa ceciderunt jugis.
Nec sola tellus tremuit : et pontus suum
Adesse Achillem sensit, ac stravit vada.
Tunc scissa tellus apperit immensos specus ;
Et hiatus Erebri pervium ad superos iter
Tellure feacta prabet, ac tumulum levat.

Sen. Trag. Troas, Act 2
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the nations of the earth ; and this, we find in history, was preced?
ed and prognosticated by strange commotions and disorders in
the natural world, by frequent and extensive earthquakes, felt for
many days successively, in most provinces of the empire : the
sky appearing all in a flame over the city of Constantinople, the
then seat of the empire, which so terrified the inhabitants, and the
emperor himself, that they abandoned the city, and fled into the
fields : terrible overflowings of the sea, which laid whole countries
under water ; unusual rains, thunder and lightning, and many
other prodigies.* Thus the conflicts and dying struggles of this
dissolving empire, struck all nature, as it were, into sympathetxe
emotions and agonies.

There is nothing more natural, nothing which astronomers
- can compute with more exactness, than eclipses of the sun and
moon ; and yet, these have so regularly and uniformly preceded
the first grand breaches, and the total overthrow of kingdoms
and nations, that we cannot but think they were intended to sig-
nify such revolutions ; and thus mankind generally interpreted
them. A total eclipse of the sun happened before the captivity
of the ten tribes by the Assyrianst—before the captivity of the
Jews in Babylon—at the death of Christ, about thirty-seven years
and an half before the last destruction of Jerusalem—and about
the same number of years before the slaughter of six hundred
thousand Jews under Adrian—before the conquest of the Baby-
lonians by the Medesj{—and before the fall of the Medo-Persian,
Grecian, and Roman Empires. Mr. Whiston supposes a total
echpse of the sun to precede the first grand breach upon these
empires ; and a total eclipse of the moon to precede their total
overthrow ; and that upon a mean, they precede these revolutions
about thirty-eight years. Thus, a total eclipse of the sun hap-
pened before the first grand breach upon the Assyrian empire,
by the miraculous destruction of one hundred and eighty-five
thousand Assyrians, in the days of Hezekiah-——before the second
grand breach in the destruction of Nineveh : and a total eclipse
of the moon before the total overthrow of the Assyrian empire,
removed to Bubylon by Cyrus—a total eclipse of the sun before

* See Univ. Hist. vol. xvi. p. 445, 469, 476, 515.
t This, Mr. Whiston supposes, was foretold by Amos, ch. viii. 7—10,
and Zach. xiv. 5. And was attended with an earthquake. Amos L. 1.

+ Mr. Whiston appreherds, that this was predicted by Isaiab, ch. xiii.
1=17, v. g—13.
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 the first grand breach upon the Persian empire, by the defeat of
Xerxes in Greece—a total eclipse of the moon before its final
overthrow by Alexander the Great—a total eclipse of the sun be-
fore the first grand breach upon the Grecian empire—a total
eclipse of the moon the night before its total overthrow by the
Romans—a total eclipse of the sun, visible from Scotland to the
Euphrates, before the destruction of the Roman empire, under
Augustulus, &c. as Mr. Whiston relates.* On all which, that
learned writer makes this remark : “ That such a regular cors
respondence of eclipses, total eclipses of the sun, just before the
grand breaches upon every one of the four monarchies, and those
all visible through those monarchies ; as also that such a regular
correspondence of eclipses, total eclipses of the moon, just before
the ends of every one of the same four monarchies, and those all
visible through those monarchies ; should be all by chance, and
without design, is plainly incredible : and if that be incredible,
this correspondence can-be no other than directly supernatural
and providential. Known unto God are all his works from the
beginning.”t '
. These instances may suffice as a specimen of the evidence from
-facts which history affords us in this case. And I must remind
you, that these portentous facts are not confined to the age and
country of miracles ; but are found in various ages, and in vari-
ous parts of the world, which were not the seats of miraculous
cperations : and herice, it is probable, these prognostications are
intended to be common warnings to mankind in general, in all
ages and countries, whensoever some important and extraordina-
ry period is approaching ; and they appear, just when these
grand exigences render it expedient.}

* See his Six Dissert. from p. 138, to p. 258.
+ 1d. p. 262.

+ 1 might add another argument of considerable weight, that in the lan.
guage of the prophets, the trembling of the earth, the turning of the sun
into darkness, and the moon into blood, the falling of stars, the removal of
mountains, blood, fire, and pillars of smoke, &c. do signify the revolutions
and subversiot of kingdoms and nations. Of this, numberless instances
might be given. These, infleed, may be understood as bold poetical ima.
ges : but if we suppose that such things do generally precede and forebode
such events, the figures are much more natural and easy ; being a famil-

E
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Upon the whole, I think. we may, without superstition or en-
thusiasm, reflect with awe upon the late strange appearances in
nature, as forerunners of some grand events which may nearly
affect 2 in compmon with the kingdoms of the earth. There is, '
at least, a great probability for it ; and probability is our guide in
most of our actions, and may safely be followed in this case.

But what those grand events, what those important revolutions
are——whether the works of vengeance or of mercy—whether the
blow will fall upon this nation or that ; these things I will not
pretend to determine, nor hardly venture to conjecture. This is
certain, we are¢ now come-to a very dark time—a day of trouble,
and rebuke, and blasphemy ;* and every day seems to grow dark-
er and darker. Our expeditions hitherto have been surprisingly
ynsuccessful. Our country has been ravaged with impunity,
We tremble for the fate of the important island of Minorca, and

" for the g¢vent of the naval engagement in the Mediterranean,
\yhig:h‘, at best, has not been much in our favour.t Oswego, the
most important fort on the frontiers of British America, is now
in the hands of our enemies ; and the slow motions of our north-
ern army afford ys but little reason to hope for reprisals. The
power, of France, especially by land, is formidable ; and the more
30, because thoroughly exasperated. In short, we are alarmed
from the highest authority amang us,i that the dispute between
the two crowns grows near to a crisis, whether these colonies are
still to remain under the happy constitution of Great Britain, or
become, subject to the arbitrary power of a despotic prince. Our
religion, our liberty, our property, our lives, and every thing dear
and valuable, are at stake ; and the dye spins dreadfully doubtful:

iar metonymy of the signs for the things signified. And I cannot well see
the propriety of the images, if there be no sympathy between the material
and moral world ; or if such commotions in the kingdoms of mankind are
not usually attended with correspondent commotions in nature.

- 2' Kings xix. 3.

1 We have since recexved certam intelligence that Minorca surrendered
to the Fr(.nch Marshal Duke de Richlieu, on the 29th of June last, after
a brave defence by General Blueney—that Admiral Byng, in a most cow-
ardly and scandplpus manner, refused to attack the French fleet vigorous.
1y s and by that means the garrison in Fort St. Philip recewed no suppheg
and were obhged to, surrender.

} The Governor’s Speech to the Assembly, Sept, 20, 1756
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and, which is still mote discouraging, the holy Spirit of God is
withdrawn from us. We frequent the house of God time after
time, and yet see but little appearahces of his being at work a-
mong us. The work of conversion and reformation goes on but
slowly, if at all. Both the inflicted and threatened chastisements
of the divine hand, have little or no effect upon the generality :
they are hardy enough to sin on still, in the midst of a sickly
neighbourhood and a bleeding country. The horrid sound of
war ringing in their ears cannot rouse them from their sinful se-
curity. And are not these moral prognostics very alarming, as
well as the former natural ones ? May not our hearts fail for
looking after those things that are coming upon the earth?
What if God be now about to arise and punish the inhabitants
of the world for their iniquities ; and particularly us, whese sins
have been attended with peculiar aggravations, by reason of our
peculiar advantages ! What if the measure of our iniquity, and
" that of our mother country, be just full 2 It has been filling fast
for a long season. . We have for a long time sinned on with im-
punity : but can we expect the reins will always be laid upon our
necks, without any check ? Is there indeed a God that governs
the world, and is he displeased with our sin ; and will he not let
us know it ? The British isle has long been the favourite of Prov-
idence : and it is really astonishing to read in history how re-
markably Providence has appeared in its favour when on the very
brink of ruin : but it has been an ungrateful, guilty spot, of this
guilty globe : it has forgot its God in its prosperity ; abused his
mercies, and despised his threatenings : and what if the rod that
has so long been held over it be now about to smite 2. What if
the commission be now issued forth to the executioners of di-
vine vengeance, ¢ Put ye in the sickle, for the harvest is ripe—
come, get ye down, for the press is full—the vats overflow, for
their wickedness is great ’* What if the liberty and plenty we
have ungratefully abused, be about to be taken from us ? What
if the holy religion, which we have at once professed and profan-
ed, be about to be exchanged for popish tyranny and superstition ?
What if the last and most violent struggle of antichristy or the
powers of popery be yet to come, and now beginning ? What if,
before the glorious victory which shall at length be obtained over
him by the followers of the Lamb, power be given him to make

* Joel iii. 13.



/
32 Signs of the Times.

war with the saints, and overcome them—=to wear out the saints 1
of the Most High, and scatter the power of the holy people, ace
cording to the prophecics of Daniel and the Revelations 2* What
if God visit the protestant churches, whicll are a huge mass of
corruption, with a few grains of salt in it, notwithstanding their
peculiar advantages, with severe judgments, to purify them, be-
fore the happy period of the entire downfall of popery, and the
universal conversion of Jews and Gentiles ! What if the time be
come when judgment must begin at the house of Gad, his prot-
estant churches ;+ and the executioners of his vengeance must
begin to slay at the sanctuary of the Lord ?} ¢ The signs of the
times” loak threatening and gloomy ; and who knows but such
dread events may be at hand ?

And if so, what will become of those crowds of sinners amang
us, who have sinned away the days of liberty, plenty, and gospel
light? With what horror must they enter upon those dark,
tremendous scenes ? Alas ! they are unprepared for dismal days—
unprepared for death-—unprepared for eternity ! In the midst of
terror and desolation, conscience follows them with its horrid
portentous alarms : God frowns upon them from above ; and all
nature musters up its terrors against them around.

Is it not, therefore, the highest wisdom to prepare in time for
such dreadful days? Now, sinners, now be recaonciled to God ;
fly to the arms of his grace, which are expanded wide to em.
brace you : fly to Jesus, the only Saviour, who can protect you
in all the disorders of this fluctuating world, and in all the terrors
of the final judgment. Make your own conscience your friend,
that it may smile upon you within, though the face of nature
should frown upan you without. Now become sincere Chris-
tians ; and you ‘arc safe. And now is the most proper time for
it.  Therefore, “ Seck the Lord while he may be found : call
upon him while he is near.§ Give glory to the Lard your God,
before he cause darkness, and befare your feet stumble upon the
dark mountains ; and while ye look for light, he turn it into the
shadow of death, and make it gross darkness. But if ye will not
hear it, my soul shall weep in secret places for your pride, and
mine eye shall weep sore, and run down with tears, because the
Lord’s flock is carried away captive.”f

* Rev. xiii. ¥. Dan. vii. 25.—xii. 2.
1 1 Pet. iv. 17. t Ezek.ix. 6.
5 lsaiahlv. 6, q Jer. xiii. 16, 17,
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But, on the other hand, what if the great God be now about to
take to him his great power, and reign ? What if the kingdoms
of the earth are now about to become the kingdoms of our Lord
and of his Christ,* and the long-expected period of the conversion
of the Jews, and the fulness of the Gentiles, be just come ? This
would be a grand revolution indeed : and we cannot expect it will

‘be brought about, without much blood and desolation. Many
thrones must totter and fall ; many kingdoms must be overturn-
ed, which are now the supports of popery, mahometanism, and
heathenism. In this sense, the gentle Saviour came not to send
peace upon earth, but a sword. And who knows but the ferment
that is now begun, may work up to this grand revolution ! Who
knows but the mystery of God is about to be finished, in the days
of the voice of the seventh angel ; and that the sixth vial is run-
ning, and the seventh about to be poured out upon the persecu.
ticg powers of Rome ? What if great Babylon is come into re-
membrance before God ; and we shall ere long hear thé procla-
mation,  Babylon is fallen! is fallen !t If so, “ rejoice over
her, ye heavens, and ye holy apostles and prophets, for God hath
avenged you on her,” What if the signal be now given for the
grand decisive conflict between the followers of the Lamb and
the followers of the beast ? It may be sharp and bloody ; and you
and I, and millions more, may fall in it. But victory shall soon
be determined in favour of the oppressed servants of Jesus.
What if he who is called Faithful and True, and who  maketh
war in righteousness, be about to ascend the white horse of vic«
tory and triumph, followed by the armies of heaven, thatis, by
his faithful servants ? And what if, according to the vision, of St.
“John, the beast and the kings of the earth, and their grmies, are
about ta gather together to make war with him that sits on the
horse, and his army 2} The issue of the battle is represented in
the same vision : ¢ The beast and the false prophet were taken ;
and the remnant were slain with the sword of him that sat upon
the horse. And an angel standing in the sun,” says St. John,
# cried with a loud voice, saying to all the fowls that fly in the
midst of heaven, Come, and gather yourselves together unto the
supper of the great God ; that ye may eat the flesh of kings, and
the flesh of captains, and the flesh of mighty men, and the flesh
of horses, and of them that sit on them, and the flesh of all men,

* Rev. ii. 15. + Isaiah xxi. 9, 1 Rev. xix. 19.
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both free and bond, both small and gredt.”* Accordingly, they
were all sated with the dreadful meal. This period, we have
reason to expect, though we may not exactly calculate the time
of its commencement. The time indeed is determined in pro-
phetic computation, both in Daniel and the Revelations. This
grand conflict is to be in the close of three years and a half ; time,
times and half a time ; forty-two montkhs, or twelve hundred and
sixty days : all which computations exactly amount to the same
sum, viz. twelve hundred and sixty years.t{ But at what time
this period commenced is not fully agreed upon ; and, conse- -
quently, it is uncertain when it will end. ‘However, it is gener-
ally agreed, that we are not far from the end of it ; and, conse-
quently, matters must be ripening fast for that grand result. If
this glorious day be 50 near, let us bless God and rejoice, though
we should be overwhelmed in those commotions that may iutro-
duceit: And let it be the matter of our daily prayer that it may
be hastened.

Upon the whole, let us endéavour to put ourselves in a posture
of readiness to meet with all events that may be approaching.
Though 1 know not these futuriti¢s, yet 1 Anow it shall be well
with them that fear God : but it shall not be well with the wick-
ed ; neither shall he prolong his days, which are as a shadow ;
because he feareth not before God.; ¢ 1t shall, however, be wel
with the righteous.”§ Their heaven is sure ; and while they
have a place to go to there, it is little matter to them what be-
come of this earth, and all their mortal interests. The Ruler of
the universe is their patron, their tutelary Deity ; and under his

. * Rev. xix. 17, 18,

t The ancient year consisted of three hundred and sixty days ; and a
month of thirty days. A prophetic day is a year ; a week, is a week of
years, viz. seven years ; a month is a month of years, viz. thirty years,
Therefore twelve hundred and sixty days, in the - prophetical arithmetic,
are twelve hundred and sixty years : forty-two months multiplied by thir-
ty, (the number of years jn a prophetical month) amaunt to the same num-
ber, 1260 years : three years and a half, :i. 6. three times three hundred
and sixty, and the half of thrée hundred and sixty, viz. one hundred and
¢ighty, amount also to the same number, twelve hundred and sixty years.
Time is one year ; times, two years ; and half a time is half a year ;
which is but another way of expressing three years and a half; aad
makes the same number, twelve hundred and sixty.

4 Eccl. viii. 19, 13. § Tsa. iii. 10, 11.
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protection they are safe, come what will. Therefore, put on
courage, and shew the world you have a 'God to go to, in the
greatest difficulty ; and that you can confidently trust him. But
at all adventures, I must say, on the other hand, * Woe unto the
wicked, it shall be i/ with him ; for the reward of his hands shall
be given him.”* Suppose these uncommon appearances in na-
ture were wholly insignificant ; suppose there were no such
thing as war in the world, and you were in no danger of being
involved in the ruins of your country : yet, you have death, the
king of terrors ; you have an angry conscience, and, which is
worse, an angry God, to encounter ‘'with ; you have the ter-
rors of a dissolving world, and of the final judgment, to pass
through : you have the pains of hell to endure. And are you
hardy enough to encounter these without horror ? Oh ! that you
would be so wise as to be reconciled to God, and make him your
friend, whose protection you so much need. '

Finally, I would recommend it to you all, to make this a pray-
ing time among you ; often appear in the posture of petitioners
at the throne of grace, in secret, in your families, and in those
societiesyt which I desired you to set up for this end. Pray for
the continuance of your religion and liberty : pray for the estab-
lishment of the British throne, and the preservation of the royal
life, which is of so much importance at this critical juncture.
Pray for the success of our arms by sea and land, and the re-
straint and confusion of our enemies. Pray that you and others
may be prepared for all occurrences. But, above all, pray that
the Holy Spirit of God may be poured out upon us, to work a gen-
eral reformation. Though all these natural prodigies should be
unmeaning, alas ! we have moral prognostics enough to make
our hearts meditate terror, and forebode some impending judg-
ments ; I mean, the general wickedness and impiety that prevail
in our country. Alas! Iam afraid the voice of this prodigy,
though more terrible, and more certainly ominous, than earth-
quakes or blazing stars, will not be heard till it be too late. But
I must repeat the declaration I have often made in your hearing,
that it will never be well with our country, til! there be more of
the fear and love of God, more sincere practical religion among

* Isa. iii. 10, 11. )

1 Societies for prayer, intended to be comtinued during the present
alarming situation of our public affairs.
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us : and that all our military forces will not save us in the issuey
without a general repentance and reformation. Could I once
convince my countrymen, that there is something in this propo-
sal, I should begin to entertain some hopes of a speedy deliver-
ance. But, alas! while it is disregarded, as a chimerical project,
my heart cannot but forebode some fearful things coming upon
us ; which may God of his infinite mercy, prevent, for his
name’s sake. Amen.

]
——

SErmMon 05.

THE HAPPY EFFECTS OF THE POURING OUT OF THE SPIRIT.”

Isaram xxxrr. 13....19, Upon the land of my freople shall come
ufy thorns and briers ; yea, in all the houses of joy in the joyous
city : because the falaces shall be forsaken, the multitude of the
city shall be left, the forts and towers shall be for dens forever, a
joy of wild asses, a frasture of flocks : until the Spirit be poured
upon us from on high, and the wilderness be a fruitful field, and
the fruitful field be counted for a forest. Then judgment shall
dwell in the wilderness, and righteousness remain in the fruitful
Jield.  And the work of righteousness shall be freace ; and the
effect of righteousness, quietness and assurance forever. Andmy
freopile shall dwell in a freaceable habitation, and in sure dwellings)
and in guiet resting fplaces, when it shall hail, coming down upion
the forest,

IT isour lot to be born in an age of blood and slaughter ; an"
age, in which mankind remarkably exemplify the character given
of them long ago by an inspired pen, ‘¢ Hateful, and hating one
another ;” an age, which has seen a strange revolution, in that
Brtitain, that about three hundred yearsago had crushed the pow-
er of France, and had the crown of that kingdom made over to
her by treaty—now every where defeated by that very power ;
an age, in which the cause of Jiberty and the protestant religion,
is in the most élarming danger, from the formidable confederacy
of Popish tyrants and their vassals ; an age, in which our liber-
ty, our property, our lives, and our religion, which should be
dearer to us than all, are no longer ensured to us with the usual

* This Sermon is dated Hanover, October 16; 1757,
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firmness of the British constitution, but disputed with a powerful ~

invader ; and the issue of the contestis dreadfully uncertain.
And in such an age can there be so stupid a soul among us, as to
be thoughtless and unconcerned ? Sure, if we have any thing of
the man, the fatriot, or the christian within us, we must be deeply
solicitous about these important interests, and anxious for a reme-
dy to our bleeding country and nation.

I need not detain you with a particular account of the present
mortifying and alarming situation of our public affairs. I need
not tell you of slaugghtered families, mangled corpses, men, wom-
en, and children held in barbarous captivity in the dens of sava-
ges ; routed garrisons, demolished fortifications, deserted, deso-
lated settlements, upon our frontiers. I need not remind you of
defeated armies, blasted expeditions, and abortive schemes—of di-
vided, dilatory councils on both sides the ocean—a jangling, un«
settled ministry, and an uneasy, murmuring, clamorous people.
I need not tell you that our ereniies have pushed their conquests
with surprising rapidity, and exccuted all their schemes ; while
all our attempts to stop their progress have issued in disappoint-
ment and mortification ; and that they are now beconie formidas
ble, even in America, where a few years ago they were so con-
temptible. I need mot tell you that our hopes are lowered as
to our brave ally, the king of Prussia, who has lately been routed,
and obliged to break up the siege of Prague ; and who has almost
the half of the powers of Europe for his enemies. He stauds the
single champion of the protestant cause upon the Continent ; and
should he be crushed, that important cause would probably fall
with him, especially in Germany. I need not tell you, how
gloomy and discouraging the prospect is before us, from the
growing power of the French—from their great influence with
the Indian savages—from the naked and defenceless state of ‘our
country—from the dastardly, secure spirit that prevails among
the generality, and from many causes that I need not name,
These things are too public and notorious for me to enlarge upon
them. Alas! who isignorant of them ? though but few lay
them properly to heart.

The great inquiry I would now employ your time and thoughts
about, is, What is the best remedy in this melancholy case ¢ ? Thisy
I think, we may clearly discover in the verses I have read to you-

F
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At the time to which this prophecy seems principally to refer,
namely, at the destruction of the Jews by the Babylonians, their
iniquities were come to the full. It was inconsistent with the
maxims of the divine government to delay their punishment any
longer. Therefore, the Babylonians were commissioned as the
cxecutioners of divine vengeance to ravage their land, destroy
their city and temple, and carry away the inhabitants by three
successive captivities, till the land was left uninhabited, untilled,
and desolate for seventy years. In this time was fulfilled the
prophecy in my. text : “ Upon the land of my people shall come
up thorns and briers ; yea, in all the houses of joy in the joyous
city.”* The epithet joyous, is added with design to aggravate the
calamity. “ The houses of joy” are turned into heaps of rubbish.
“ The joyous city,” is made a melancholy waste, overrun with
briers and thorns. The men of sensuality and luxury, who were
wont to riot in these houses of joy, and to spend their time in

"pleasure, are now stripped of all their possessions, and feel the
reverse of their usual delights in a servile, dismal captivity ; and
to such, the calamities of war, poverty, and thraldom, are pecu-
liarly painful and mortifying. These effeminate souls were nev-
er inured to hardships and self-denial, and therefore must sink the
lower under their weight. I leave you, my brethren, to judge,
whether the calamities we fear, should they fall upon us, would
not fall the heavier upon multitudes of our countrymen on this
account, who have been accustomed to live in luxury and pleasure,
and are by these means enervated and unmanned. The epithet
Jjoyous may also intimate, that the extravagant luxury and love of
pleasure that prevailed among the Jews, was one cause of the de-
struction of their country and nation. Their houses are laid in
ruins, because they had been Aozses of guilty joy. Their city is
made desolate, because it had been unseasonably and excessively
a joyous city. So the words may be rendered : % Upon the land of
my people shall come up briers and thorns, becauset of the houses

* Or, as some render the word, ¢ Burning upon all the houses of joy,”
&c. 3 isrendered burning in Isa. iii. 24 ; and it may bear the same version
here. In this sense it was literally accoruplished in the destrugtion of
Jerusalem by the Babylonians, when the city and all the houses of state and
luxury within it, were burnt to ashes.

: Y M) v NIy o
2 is generally rendered decause. So it is rendered in the very next
verse ; and it may be so translated here, with tie same propriety.
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of joy in the joyous city.” These houses of joy brought de-
struction upon the inhabitants. Their luxury and pleasure had
a natural tendency to 'destroy them, accbrding to the course of
things. They produced thoughtless security and presumption.
They turned the attention of the court and ministry from the
. concerns of their country, to sensual gratifications and amuse-
ments. They softened and unmanned the populace, and render-
ed them impatient of the generous dangers and hardships of
soldiers in the field. They tempted them to lay out that substance
in diversions and extravagant pleasures, which should have been
expended in the defence of their country : and luxury and pleas-
ure provoked the God of heavem, who holds the scale of empire
in his hand, and lets it rise or fall according to his pleasure. The
.unseasonable joy of this people at a time when the tokens of the
Almighty’s anger were upon them ; their taste for mirth and
pleasure, when he called them to repentance, brought his heavy
vengeance upon them, and he determined to destroy a people
that would not be amended by chastisement. Here also I leave
you to judge, whether we and our nation be not in danger from the
same quarter. Has not a deluge of luxury and pleasure almost
overwhelmed all ranks from the highest to the lowest ? To eat
and drink, delicately and freely : to feast, and dance, and riot ; to
pamper cocks or horses'; to observe the anxious, important, in-
teresting event—which of two horses can run fastest ; or, which
of two cocks can flutter, and spur most dexterously :—these are
the grand affairs, that almost engross the attention of some of our
great men. And little low-lived sinners imitate them tothe ut-
most of their power. The low-born sinner can leave a needy
family to starve at home, and add one to the rabble at a horse-
race or a cock-fight. He can get drunk, and turn himself into a
beast, with the lowest, as well as his betters, with more delicate
_liquors. On this account, I am afraid this fruitful year, with
which a gracious God has blessed our guilty country, will prove a
curse to many, who add to their guil* by ungratefully abusing
the additional mercies of God towards them. How unseasonable
is this taste for pleasure and diversions, atsuch a time as this !
A time, when “ the Lord of Hosts calls to weeping, and to mourn-
ing, and to baldness, and to girding with sackcloth ;” 7. e. to al]
the solemn and public evidences of repentance. Now, if ever,
these things are seasonable : they are a kind of decencies in our
present circumstances. But, alas ! instead of these, ¢ Behold,
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joy and gladness, slaying oxen, and killing sheep, eating flesh,
and drinking wine,” that is, all the furniture of luxury and festivi-
ty, as if they acted upon the epicurean maxim, ¢ Let us eat and
drink, for to-morrow we die.” And I wish the secret revealed to
the prophet with regard to such, may not be equally applicable to
our age and country : ¢ It was revealed in mine ears by the Lord
of Hosts, syrely this iniquity shall not be purged from you, till
ye dig, saith the Lord of hosts.”*

The prophet goes on tq describe the desolation of Judea and
Jerusaiem, and to assign the reason why the land should be over-
ryn with briers and thorns during the captivity ; namely, ¢ Be-
cause the palaces shall be‘forsaken, the multitudet of the city
shall be left, and the noise of it shall cease ; the forts and the
towers shall be for dens forever :” that is, for a long time, which
is sometimes all the .meaning of this word. These places of
strength and beauty shall be ¢ a joy of wild asses, a pasture far
flocks ;” where they shall graze to the full, and lie down unmo-
Josted. -

When the prophet has thus described the utter desolation of
the Holy Land, he fixes the time of its continuance, or informs
the Jews how long it should last ; and that is, “ UNTIL THE
SPIRIT BE POURED UPON US FROM oN HIGH."” The holy Spir-
it of God is represented in the Scriptures as the original fountain
of all the real goodness and virtue which is to be found in our
degenerate world ; the only author of reformation, conversion,
_sanctificatien, and every grace included in the character of a saint,
or a good man. The pouriNgj out of the Spirit is a scripture
phrase, which signifies a plentifyl communication of his influence
to cffect a thorough reformation. It is not a distilling, or falling
in gentle drops, like the dew ; but a copious effusion, or pouring ‘
put, like a mighty shower, or torrent, that carries all before it.

* Isaiah xxii. 12—14.

{ M here translated multitude, signifies also the noise or tumult of the '
multitude=<the stir and hurry of a crowded city, !

4 The word here rendered poured, (rv1y+) generally signifies ro be made
nabed, i. e. to be revealed in full power. This may be illustrated by that
pxpression in Jsaiah lii. 10 : « The Lord hath made bare his holy arm in
the eyes of all the nations ; that is, hath given an jllustrious display of his
power. The sense is the same, however we render it; namely, a full ex-
ertion of the power of the Spirit to preduce a reformation.
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Now, as the communication of the Spirit is necessary to produce
a reformation, so a large communication, or outpouring of the
Spirit, is necessary to produce a fiublic general reformation ; such
as may save a country on the brink of ruin, or recover onec al-
ready laid desolate. 'Without this remedy, all other applications
will be ineffectual ; and the distempered body politic will lan-
guish more and more, till it is at length dissolved. UNTIL this
outpouring of the Spirit, says the prophet, “briers and thorns shall
come up upon the land ; and the houses of joy, the palaces, and
towers, shall be heaps of ruins, dens for wild beasts, and pastures

. for flocks.” UnwTiL that blessed time come, no means can effec-

tually repair a broken state, or repeople a desolate country.

But when that blessed.time comes, then what a glorious revo-
lution—what'a happy alteration follows ! Then, says the proph-
et, “ The wilderness shall be a fruitfyl field, and the fruitful field
be counted for a forest. Then judgment shall dwell in the wil-
derness, and righteousness remain in the fruitful field : and the
work of righteousness shall be peacs, and the effect of righteous-
ness, quietness and assurance forever : and my people shall dwell
in a peaceable habitation, and in sure dwellings, and in quiet rest-
ing places, when it shall hail coming down upon the forest.”
These are the blessed pacific effects of the outpouring of the
Spirit ; and these effectually cure all the ravages of war, and en«
sure a Jasting peace, with all its blessings.

¢ The wilderness shall be a fruitful field ;> that is, the coun~
try that had been reduced into a mere wilderness by the ravages
of war, and the captivity of the inhabitants, shall again be tilled
and imprdved, and become as a fruitful field, or a Carmel.*

¢ And the fruitful ficld shall be counted for a forest ;”’ that is,

. upon this happy turn of affairs, the country of the enemy, which

had been a fruitful field, a mere Catmel, shall be laid waste in its
turn, and made a mere forest, a wild uninhabited wood : it shal}
suffer itself what it had inflicted, and be made a wilderness, as it
had made other countries so. This was remarkably accomplish-
ed upon Babylon, which had spread desolation through the coun-
try of the Jews, according to the prediction of Jeremiah :

* Yon3 Carmel was the proper name of a very fertile mountain in Ju_
dea ; and hence it is here used appellatively, to signify a country fruitful
like the proper Carmel : As if it had been said, ¢ The whole country
of Canaan shall be one entire Carmel’ So the Septuagint renderit :

“ t5as sgnpe®- o Xogpesn.”
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“ When seventy years are accomplished, (in the captivity of the
Jews) then I will punish the king of Babylon, and that nation,
saith the Lord, for their iniquity, and the land of the Chalde: ns ;
and will make it perpetual desolations.”* And this is the usual
procedure of Providence, to make use of one guilty nation to ex-
ecute his judgments upon another, and then to execute the
executioner. From hence we may prognosticate the future fall
of France, though she should now be used as a rod in the divine
hand to chastise rebellious Britons. '
¢ Then judgment shall dwell in the wilderness, and righteous- -

ness remain in the fruitful field.”—Judgment sometimes signi-
fies punishment from the hand of God, and sometimes the same
with justice or righteousness. If we take it to signify punish-
ment from the divine hand, then the meaning is, ¢ The heavy
judgments of God shall dwell (that is, long remain) upon the
country of the enemy, which though once a fruitful Carmel, is
now turned into a wilderness.” In this sense, the prophecy has
been literally accomplished upon Babylon, which remains a wil-
derness unto this day. If by judgment we understand righteous-

' ness, then the meaning is, ¢ Righteousness shall dwell in the land
of Judea, which was once made a wilderness, but is now improved
into a fruitful field, since the pouring out of the Spirit.” And
so it designs the same with the following sentence : ¢ Righ-
teousness shall remain in the fruitful field.” That is, ¢ Righteous-
ness, which in the scripture-sense often signifies all goodness, or
the whole of true religion, or a proper temper and conduct to-
wards God and man ; righteousness, in this extensive sense, shall
‘remain in the fruitful field—it shall possess the hearts and gov-
ern the practices of the inhabitants ; and this shall turn their
country into a Carmel, a paradise, a fruitful field.’

% And the work of righteousness shall be peace, and the effect
of righteousness quietness and assurance forever.” ¢ When
righteousness thus becomes the universal principle and rule of ac-
tion, it will produce peace, quietness, and assurance, or security
from danger.’ And in consequence of this, “ my people shall
dwell in a peaceable habitation,” &c. They shall remain undis-
turbed in their possessions, and enjoy the blessings of peace, free
from factions at home, and invasions from abroad. In this un-
molested and happy situation shall they continue, ¢ven * when it
shall hail coming down upon the forest ;”” or when storms of

* Jer. xxv. 12. See also Isa, xxxiv. 11—15. and xiv. 22, 23..
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public calamities break upon other countries, and lay them
‘waste.

You may now have a full view of the regular gradation from
truth to truth in my text. Desolation overspreads the country,
UNTIL the Spirit is poured out—the Spirit poured out produces
righteousness, or true religion—righteousness produces peace,
quietness and assurance ; and under its influence the inhabitants
live in a peaceable habitation, and in sure dwellings, and in quiet
resting places, even when storms and tempests toss and desolate
other nations.

Thus, you see, the outpouring of the holy Spirit is the great
and only remedy for a ruined country—the only effectual preven-
tive of national calamities and desolations, and the only sure cause
of a lasting and well-established peace. This is the truth T now
intend chiefly to illustrate.

And this is the more necessary to be illustrated and inculcated,
as it is but very little regarded. We all complain that our coun-
try cannot be defended, nor an advantageous peace obtained with-
out better regulations—without timely and vigorous measures,
unanimity, courage and public spirit among all ranks. There are
some also who complain, that our country cannot be safe or pros-
perous without a general reformation—that it cannot be expected
the undertakings of a guilty, impenitent people, ripe for the judg-
ments of God, can succeed, till their repentance be in some
measure as signal and public as their sin. Thps far we look :

"but, unless we look farther, we do not go to the bottom of things.
As all our measures are not likely to be successful without a re-
formation ; so we may despair of ever secing a thorough, gener-
al reformation, unless the Spirit be fpoured ufon ys from on
high. 1 may illustrate this by the piece of history to which my
text refers, and in which it had its accomplishment. The Jews
were a numerous and powerful people : their cities were well
fortified, especially Jerusalem, their capital ; and yet their im-
penitent sinning, without reformation, rendered them an easy
prey to their enemies. But why did they continue impenitent 2
‘Why were they not reformed 2 Was it because they did not en-
joy proper means ? No : they had the law of Moses ; they had
the ministry of the prophets, who loudly called them to repent-
ance through a succession of ages, and in the most explicit man-
ner denounced the judgments of God against them, if they should
continue impenitent—they enjoyed all the advantages of an ex-
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traordinary immediate providence—in short, they had better helps
and excitements for reformation than all mankind beside, except
such as we, who have the happiness of living under the more
complete and glorious dispensation of the gospel. And yet they
sinned on still, impenitent and unreformed : no general reforma-
tion was carried on by all these means ; and even under the hard-
" ships of captivity, they still continued the same incorrigible sin.
ners. Hence God complains of them, “ When they entered un-
to the heathen, whither they went, they profaned my holy name,”
as they had done before in their own land.* And what was want
ing all this time for their effectual reformation 2 Why, the Spir-
it was not yet poured upon them from on high ; and while he
was absent, they coutinued unreformed, and their country deso-
Jate. But when the time for their restoration came, then the Spir-
it was poured out. Thus their restoration and the effusion of
the Spirit are connected in the divine promise : “ I will take
you from among the heathen, and gather yeu out of all countries,
and will bring you into your own land ; THEN will I sprinkle
clean water upon you, (the usual emblem of divine infl uencest)
dnd ye shall be clean—and I will put my SerriT within you.”t
And when this promise was fulfilled, what was the consequence ?
Why, a glorious public reformation followed, of which you see
an account in the books of Ezra and Nehemiah. They returned
to their own land as weeping penitents, according to Jeremiah’s
prediction, whigh seems to have had its primary accomplishment
in this event. ¢ The children of Israel shall come, they and the
children of Judah together, going and weeping : (this is a de-
scription of the march of the captives in their return to their own
country) they shall”go and seek the Lord their God : they shall
ask the way to Zion, (Zion, the place where the house of God
once stood, which they are eager to rebuild) with their faces
thitherward, saying, Come, let us join ourselves to the Lord in
an everlasting covenant that shall never be forgotten.”’§ And
when they were thus brought to repentance, what a happy revo-
Jution followed ! The scattered captives were collected ; they re-
“stored their ruined church and state, and again became a free and
flourishing people. And what happened to them will also happen
to us, and all nations of the earth in all ages, in like circum-
stances. '
* Ezek. xxxvi. 20. 1 Jobn vii. 38, 39.
- % Ezek. xxxvi, 34—27. § Jer. 1. 4, 5.
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In illustrating the subject T have principally in view, I intend
only to offer a few arguments to prove the absolute necessity of a
general outpouring of the Spirit, to effect a general reformation.

The arguments for this truth, with which the holy Scriptures
furnish us, are so many, that I can only select a few ; and they
shall be chiefly such as refer to nations, or bodies politic, and not
‘to individuals, or private persons ; asserting the holy Spirit to be
‘the only author of public national reformation, as well as of the
conversion of particular persons.

The temporal prosperity of the Jews, who were under a Theoc- -
racy, or an immediate Providence, depended in a special manner
upon their gontinued obedience : and their restoration upon their
return to obedience, or their reformation. Hence, among the
many promises of prosperity and restoration which Moses makes
-them in the name of God, this is one : “ The Lord thy God will
circumagise thy heart, and the heart of thy seed, to love the Lord
thy God with all thine heart, and with all thy soul, that thou mayest
live ;> that is, that thou mayest be a prosperous people. “And the
Lord will put all these curses upon thine enemies; and he will
‘make thee plenteous in every work ofthine hand,in the fruitof thy
body, and in the fruit of thy cattle, and in the fruit of thy land for
good.”® In Jeremiah xxxi. you have many promises made
to the Jews; both of temporal and spiritual prosperity, upon ‘their
conversion to God : and as the life of all, this is inserted, “ I will
put my law in their inward parts, and write it upon their hearts.”t
This is substantially repeated with an express reference to nation-
al deliverance, in the nextthapter. ¢ Behold, I will gather them
out of all countries whither I have driven them in mine anger,
and in my fury, and in great wrath ; and I will.bring them again
to this place, and 1 will cause them to dwell in safety ; and I will
give them one heart and one way, that they may fear me forever,
for the good of them and their children after them,”} &c. Ezekiel
speaks in the same strain with regard to the same event : « Thus
saith the Lord God, I will even gather you from the people, and
assemble you out of the countries where ye have been scattered,
and I will give you the land of Israel. And they shall come
thither, and they shall take away all the detestable things, and all
the abominations thereof from thence ;” that i, they shall promote

G

* Deut. xxx. 6—9. 1 Verse 31—33. ' + Verse 37—41.
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a-general reformation in their country : and‘from whence shalf 1
this proceed ? You find the cause of it in the following promise : |
& I will give them one heart, and I will put a new spirit withinyou;
and I will take the stony heart out of their flesh, and will give them 1
an heart of flesh, that they may walk in my statutes, and keep
mine ordinances, and de them.”* Zerubbabel was the great re-
storer of the Jewish church and state, after the Babylonish cap-
tivity : and Zechariah informs us that this avas the word of ‘the
Lord onto Zerubbabel, for his encouragemsnt, “ Not by power,
nor by might, but by my Spirit, saith the Lord of Hosts.” The ref-
ormation of the Jews, and their consequent restoration to a flour-
‘ishing state, is not effccted by any human power or means, but by
~ my Spirit alone.t And this will hold equally true in every age,
especially under the -gospel, which is peculiarly the dispensation
of the Spirit. Love, joy, peace, long-suffering, gentleness, good-
Tess, faith, meekness, temperance, are virtues whlch ohave the
most happy influence upon human seciety § and were they univer-
sally prevalent, they would effectually prevent all the calamities of
war, and ensure all the blessings of peace: and these, St. Paul tells
us, are the fruits, or effects, of the Spirit.y - And, therefore, ¢ till
the Spirit be poured out from on high,”’ they will never grow
:and flourish. Faith, repentance, and every grace, is the free gift
of God, wrought by the holy Spirit.] In short, not one soul,
much less a whole nation, ean be effectually reformed without the
,power of God. Ifeven a well-disposed Lydia gave a believing at-
‘tention to-thethingsspoken by Paul,it wasbecause the Lord opened
“her heart.§ “No man can come unto Christ, except the Father draw
him.”q The holy Spirit is uniformly represented, through the
whole Seriptures, as the spring of all the goodness that is in the
world—the sacred fire, from whence proceeds every spark of true
religion that is to .be found in the breasts of any of the sons of '
men..
And the doctrine of the Scriptures, in this respect, is confirmed
‘by history, and matters of fact, in all ages. When the Spirit is
withdrawn, it has beeh found a truth, that nations and particular

* Ezek. xi. 17—20. See also to the same purpose Ezek. xxavi. 16—25.
. od.fin. #and xxxix. 25—-29

1 Eph.ii.3. Phil i 29. Acts v.51. and xi. 18. 2 Tim. ii, 26. 2 Cor.
v.17, 18.

Zech.iv.6.' 1Galv.22,25.  § Acts. xvi. 14 9 Jobnvi. 44
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jrersons have degenerated. ; vice and luxury have gained ground,

and religion has declined, and.died away ; and that too.in the

midst of the most proper means to promote reformation, and te

srengthen the things that remain. Then the most solemn
preaching, and the most alarming providences have no effect ;

but men -continue blind and stupid under the clearest instructions,
and the loudest warnings ; and. grow harder and barder, instead

of being refined, in the furnace of affliction. But on.the other

hand, when the Spirit 15 poured out from on high, then the cause

of religion and virtue is promoted, almost without means ; then

sinners are awakened by a word : religion catches and circulates

from heart to heart, and. bears down all opposition before it.

Peter had preached many a sermon, before that whish we find re-

corded in Acts the second, and:his Lord and master had: ‘preached

many a one;; but with very little success. But now by one shert

dissourse, no fewer than 3,000 are converted in a few min-

utes among a promiscuous prejudiced multitude, some of whom

bad been accessary to the death of Jesus Christ but a few days be-

fore. And, whence this happy turn ? St. Peter himself will tell

you, it was because then was fulfilled the ancient prophecy of Joel.

“ I will pour out of my Spirit upon all. flesh.”® Then too.was
fulfilled the promise of the blesscd. Jesus.to his disciples; « I will
send the Spirit unto you ; and when he is come, he will reprove

the world of sin, of righteausness, and of judgment.”t It was this

that rendered the progress of the gospel so rapid and irresistible

through the world, in spite of the most powerful opposition from

all quarters in that dage ; which in times seemingly more favoura-

bley has languished, and lost ground.

It is my happiness to be able to furnish you with an instance
of the like nature, in the review of my own short life. About
sixteen years ago, in the northern colonies, when all religious
concern was much out of fashion, and the generality lay in a dead
sleep in sin, having at best but the form of godliness, but nothing.
of the power ; when the country wasin peace and prosperity,
free from the calamities of war, and epidemical sickness ; when,
~ inshort, there Were no extraordinary calls to repentance ; sud-
denly, a deep, generdl concern about eternal things spread
through the .country ; sinners started out of their slumbers,
broke off from their vices, began to cry out, What shall we do to

* Actsii. 16, 17. Joel ii. 28. 1 John xvi. 7, 8.

.
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be saved ? and made it the great business of their life to prepare
for the world to come. Then the gospel seemed almighty, and
carried all beforeit. It pierced the very hearts of men with an
irresistible power. I have seen thousands at once melted down
under it ; all eager to hear as for life, and hardly a dry eye to be
seen among them. Many have since backslidden, and all their
religion is come.to nothing, or dwindled away into mere formali-
ty. But, blessed be God, thousands still remain shining monu-
ments of the power of divine grace in that glorious day. That
harvest did not continue very long : and now, in the very same
places, and under the same ministry, or a better, there are hardly
. any appearances of it; though Providence has given them so
many alarms of late, and such loud calls to repentance. And
what can.be the reason of such a surprising difference, but this,
that formerly the Spirit was poured aut: from on high, but now
he is withdrawn ; and hence the gospel, and the means of grace,
which were once so powerful, have now lost their general efficacy,
and have either no effect, or a terrible one, that is, to harden men
more and more.
Now if this be g0 indeed, that is, if the holy Spirit be the sole
author of that reformation, which is necessary to preserve or re-
store public tranquillity and happiness ; then we may be enabled

by this to form some estimate of the present situation of our :

country and nation. By feeling this pulse, we may learn the
state of our political body.

On the one hand, we may discover, that God has not as yet
abandoned guilty Britons, nor entirely withdrawn his Spirit from

this world of sinners. If the Spirit has not been fioured out ina

copious shower of late, he has at least distilled like the dew, and

caused some spots of the wilderness here and there to flourish.

1 have very agreeable accounts from my English correspondents,
that many of the clergy there have been roused out of their long

sleep ; have abandoned the modish new-fangled divinity of the -
age, gone back to the forsaken truths of their own articles and -
the reformation, and preach Christ crucified, and the unfashiona- -
ble doctrines of grace, with indefatigable zeal, and extensive suc- -
cess. This is the more unexpected, and the more promising, as -
‘it has appeared in a church, where religion has been declining for .
some time, and the things that remained were ready to die. We,:

I hope, have catholicism enough to rejoice in her recovery,

though under another name. Some drops of divine influences
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have also fallen upon certain spots in America of late.. T have
some time ago given you an account of the promising religious
impressions among the students in the college of New Jersey :
and my worthy correspondent, Mr. Bellamy, informs me, ¢ As at
New Jersey college, so in several places in New England, there
have been awakenings, and some hopeful conversions of late : but
whether these are to be looked upon as bees flying to the hive
before a storm, or as some drops of mercy before a general
shower, I cannot tell, but fear the former: for our land, in
general, is in profound security, and the cry of our sins has
reached to heaven.” I have several accounts of the same agreea-
ble import from other hands.  And I hope even Virginia is not
left a mere barren wilderness, without one fruitful spot in it.
Here and there a poor thoughtless sinner has been alarmed, and -
turned to the Lord; and even some of Africa’s gloomy sons
have become, we hope, the Lord’s free-men, and the genuine
children of Abraham by faith. These things bear a promising
aspect ; and we would fain hope, that the Lord has reserved such
a remnant among us, that we shall not be made like unto Sodom;,
and desolate like unto Gomorrah : nor have we reason to com-
plain, with desponding Elijah, that we only are left to serve the
Lord. ;
But, on the other hand, it is lamentably evident, there has not
been of late any such general outpouring of the Spirit, as is
necessary to produce a public national reformation ; which is the
only cure for a body politic so far gone as ours. We have lost
ground indeed before our enemies, and been almost every where
worsted : but I am afraid vice has stood its ground against the
artillery of the gospel ; or if it has lost in one place, it has gain-
ed in another. By all accounts from Great-Britain, and the
peighbouring colonies, and by our own observations in this, it
appears, that the generality lie in a deep sleep, presumptuous
and prayerless, even when the bloody sword is unsheathed and
brandished over them, and their country bleeds by a thousaand
wounds. They hardly ever reflect upon their sins as the cause
of these public calamities ; nor humble themselves under these
judgments, as indications of the righteous displeasure of God.e
Nay, some are arrived to such a daring height of infidelity, as vir-
tually te abjure the divine government, and to avow, that they do
not think the God of heaven has any thing to do in such affairs ;
but the potshex‘ds of the earth dash themselves together of them-
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selves, and the arm of flesh fights it out. Our country and ma-
tion have had the trial of the gospel a long time—the gospel,
which is the most effectual expedient to reform the world, which
has subdued so many obstinate sinners, and which has peopled
heaven with so large a colony from our guilty globe. We have
also of late had the trial of the calamities of war—a bloody and
savage war with a powerful, exasperated enemy, and their bar-
barous allies. But, alas ! it appears, upon trial, that these means
will not do.  After all the trial that has been made, alas ! it ap-
pears, that infidelity, irreligion, immorality, and luxury, still stand
their ground. Yes, by all accounts, they stand their ground even:
among the seldiery, and among the inhabitants of our frontiers,
whose lives are in danger every hour. In short, a spirit of deep
sleep seems to be poured out, instead of a spirit of reformation.
I wish it were evident, that we, in this congregation, have es-
caped this heavy judgment. And I cannot but hope, some drops
of divine influence are distilling here and there among us. But
alas ! my brethren, I greatly fear, that even we have reason te
lament and cry after the departed Spirit of God. I am greatly
afraid, we may be named IcuaBob, because the glory is defrarted.®
For what is now become of that inquiry, ¢ What shall I do to be
“ saved ?”” Where now are the tears, the sighs, and groans of bro-
ken-hearted sinners ? Where their eager searches and cryings
after Jesus ? When do we now see attentive crowds in the house
of God, hearing as for their lives, with all the natural signs of
raised passions in their countenances ? Alas ! these are rare things
now-a-days. In some, vice appears impudent and bare-faced,
without a veil. Others indulge themselves in a stupid careless-
ness about religion, and think it enough if they observe some ef its
fashionable outward forms, while they knew nothing of the vigor-
- ous, heart-exercises of genuine christians. In short, if we make
our observations upon high and low, and all ranks, on both sides
the Atlantic, alas ! we find they go on still in the same old way,
as in the time of peace and prosperity. The danger of their
<ountry, and their own, is no reason with them, why they should
repent. -
* Now this is a sufficient evidence, that the Spirit has not been
poured upon us from on high, in a plentiful shower. And this
gives us reason to fear, that the furnace which God has kindle

* 1 Sam. iv. 21, 22.



Outpouring of the Spirit. . 51

smeong us is'not intendcd to refine, but to consume ; or, in other
‘ _words, that the calamities which we have felt, or which we fear,
are rather intended to destroy, than to reform. For you must
abserve, such dispensations, and the means of grace in general,
are intended for two very different ends ; sometimes to reform
and save, and sometimes to harden and destroy. Even Jesus
Christ the Saviour came into our world for judgment, as well as
for mercy ; and is set for the fall as well as rise, of many in Is-
rael.  The ministry of the gospel is a savour of death unto death,
as well as of life unto life. Isaiah was sent as a prophet to the
Jews, when their sins were ripening fast, and their national deso-
{ation was approaching. And what was he sent for ? not to re-
form them ; that was hopeless : but you may read his commis-
sion.* 4 Go, and tell this people, Hear ye indeud, but understand
not ; and see ye indeed, but perceive not ;”’ that is, you shall en-
joy all proper means for instructions, but receive no advantage
from them. ¢ Then, said I, Lord, how long ! Isaiah inquired
how long the means of grace should be unprofitable to them, and
tend to harden them : and the answer is, ¢ Until the cities be
wasted without inhabitant, and the houses without man, and the
{and be utterly desolate.” I have some better hopes concerning
our country : and yet, I must say, I have my fears, that this aw-
ful passage may be fulfilled even upon it. I have my fears, that
briers and thorns will grow up in our land, or, which is much the
same, that it may become the range of French and Indian sava-
.ges, “ UnTiL the Spirit be poured upon us from on high.” And
when that -period will arrive, whether sooner or later, is among
the secrets of the divine counsels. )

From what has been suid, you may see what we principally
want. We want arms, and artillery, and fortifications—we want
more unanimity, judgment, dispatch and frugality in projecting
and -executing our undertakings—we want more public spirit,
courage and resolution among the populace. But, oh ! these are
not our only, nor our principal wants : we want an outpouring of
the holy Spirit upon all ranks ; and till this want be supplied,
nothing is like to go-on well with us. We want a general pub-

lic reformation : and we shall always want it, ¢ until the Spirit )

be poured upon us from on high.”” Alas! this want is little
thought of ; but it is by so much the more dangerous and lament-

T Isaigh vi. 9—11.'
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able. Never will our country and nation be safe, never will Bri<
tain or Virginia be out f the reach of some executioner of divine
vengeance, till there be a public general reformation : and never
will there be such a reformation, ¢ until the Spirit be poured up-
on us from on high.” N

Here T must not forget a consideration of still greater weight ;
unless the Spirit be poured out upon us, thousands of Britons,
thousands of Virginians, must perish forever-—perish not in their
own country, but in hell—not by the sword of the French, or In-
dian instruments of destruction, but by the sword of divine jus-
tice, and the horrid instruments and torture in the infernal re-
gions. This is a much more melancholy consideration than the
ruin of our country. The ruin of souls, immortal souls, forever !
~—without any hope of deliverance !—from among the means of
salvation !—oh ! what horrid ruin is this ! Yet this will be the
doom of thousands, unless the Spirit be poured out, to turn and
sanctify them. Thousands declare by their conduct, whither they
are going—they proclaim aloud, theyare bound for hell : and noth-
ing but-the Almighty Spirit can stop them in their mad career.
Some of these unhappy mortals may be our friends and relatives ;
at least they share with us in the same human nature, and there-
fore should be dear to us. Nay, are not some of ourselves of that
number ? Even the suspicion of this may strike us aghast, and
put us upon thoughtful inquiries into the matter.

Hence it appears, the Spirit of God is the most important
blessing, both to our country and our souls, both with regard to

"time and eternity ; and without it, both our country and our

souls will be lost in the issue.

Hence therefore you may be directed, what to make the prin-
cipal matter of your prayers to God. Pray for our king, for the

" ninistry, for the parliament, for our governors, councellors, and

all our officers, civil and military : pray for the protestant church-
es, for our allies, and especially for the king of Prussia ;* pray
for our army and navy, and for our poor exposed fellow-subjects
on the froptiers : pray for good regulations among ourselves,
for the weakening of our enemies, and for the speedy return of
a well-established peace : pray for our own reformation, and for
the conversion even of our enemies, whether French papists, or
heathen savages : but, above all, pray for an ousprouring of the

* See the beginning of this discourse.
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Spirit.  This is the grand, radical, all-comprehensive blessing :
and if this be granted, every thing else will go well with us.
To conclude, let me recommend a prudential to you, which
you generally observe in temporal affairs ; and that is, to firefiare
© for the worst. Perhaps our religion may not be that cheap
thing to us in time to come, which it has been hitherto.: perhaps
it may yet'cost us our blood and lives. This, we may expect,
will be our doom, if we should fall under a Popish government.
And where is the glorious company of martyrs to be found among
. us? Who of you is willing to embrace a stake, and ascend to
heaven in flames, for the sake of Jesus ? Jesus, who died for you,
vill expect that some in this place will die for Aim, if they should
cver be brought to the trial. And who of you is prepared to
give this painful, this last evidence of your love and fidelity to -
him ! Now you have time to deliberate upon it, and put your-
- selves in readiness : and it.is ‘prudence} as well as duty, to im-
prove your time for this end, lest you be surprised unprepared.
Alas! what shall impenitent sinners do, if matters should
- come to this pass ? If they part with Christ, rather than with
their 'lives, they are undone, unless they retract the ruinous
- choice. And if they should die martyrs in his cause, even .this
- would not save them. An unholy soul cannot ascend to heaven,
~ cven from a stake. ¢ If I should give my body to be burnt,”
saith St. Paul, “ and have not charity,” love, he means, ¢ it profit-
cth me nothing.”’* What then remains, O sinners, but
that while you enjoy a few days of peace amd liberty, you lay
them out in earnest endeavours to obtain sincere religion—a re-
ligion that will stand the severest test 7 and then you are safe,
come what will. . ' .
I will not take upon me to determine, what will be the issue of
.this war. But I am afraid, it will issue much to the disadvantage
and mortification of Great Britain and her colonies. From the
rapid conquests of France, and our own disappointments and de-
feats, we have reason to fear, either-that a desperate war will be
continued, till we are undone ; till Britain is stripped of some or
all her colonies, and perhaps herself become a conquered prov-
ince of France : or that she will be obliged humbly to petition
for peace ; which we may be sure‘will not be granted, but on’:
H :

* 1 Cor. xiii. 3.
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terms very.disadvantageous ; and which will therefore tend to !
weaken her.more and more, and allow her enemies time to in-
crease their strength, and enable them to finish with greater ease
the conquests they have begun. The protestant religion is also
in very threatening danger : for wherever the arms of France or
Austria prevail, there, we may be sure, it will be oppressed.
The Popish powers threaten that small part of Europe and Amer-
ica that is free, with the yoke of civil and religious tyranny ;
while Sweden, Denmark, the Seven United Provinces, and other
protestant states, lie asleep, and do not exert themselves to ward
off the blow. Perhaps we are born to see such tragical revolu-

" tions as these : and if so, what awaits us but poverty, and slavery,
and the loss of all that is dear.to us; and are we prepared for
such trials as these ? or are we so stupid, as not to be alarmed,
and excited to prepare, even by the fieradventure ot such things
coming uponus ? Nothing but real vital religion, which will
stand the trial of fire and faggot, and the tortures of the inquisi-.
tion, will be an effectual preparative for such a time. .Let us,
therefore, examine whether our religion be such. If it be, we
raay bravely bid defiance to all the powers of. earth and hell, to
work . our final ruin, and be secure and triumphant in him that
loved us, who will make us more than conquerors. But if not,
dlas ! we have no room for one hour’s ease and security 5 but
should be anxiously labouring to fiee from the wrath to come,
whether in this world, or the next. Let us now ¢ seek the Lord,
while he .may be found ; and eall upon him, while.he is near :”*
and in this way, we may yet escape into the chambers.of divine
protection, before the gloomy storm breaks upon us.

In the midst of these gloomy views, methinks a ray of dubious
hope darts through the threatening cloud, and bids us take a little
‘courage, and mingle some checrful expectations with our fears. ‘
Who kndws. but: the Lord will yet turn,.and repent, and leave a
blessing behind him ? Who knows but he may yet surprise us
with an effusion of his Spirit, to purify us, instead of pouring up-
on us the vials of his displeasure, which we deserve ? His ways are
unsearchable ; the turns of. his providence often .surprising and
upaccountable ; and his mercy above all our thoughts, Perhaps .
ke may suffer the power of France to rise to such a formidable
height, and us to be broken and reduced to an helpless extremity,

* Jsaiah lv. 6.
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that his hand may be the more manifest in her overthrow, and in
our deliverance.: Perhaps the extremity of calamity may bring

| ~ us to the knee, as humble penitents before our offended Sovereigm,

and turn us to him : and then he may appear as our deliverer,
when we are sensible of our dependence upon him, and that the
help of man is vain. I am encouraged to hope for deliverance in -
such an extremity, from a remarkable passage in Deuteronomy
the thirty-second chapter, “ The Lord shall judge his people,
and repent himself for his servants, when ke sees their strength is
gone, and there is none shut up, or left.” Our strength is not
yet gone : we have still a powerful army and navy : and there-
fore are full of self-confidence. But when this-atheistical confi-
dence is mortified, and we are brought to acknowledge our need
of the alliance of Heaven, then God may rise for our deliverance.
There is need of preparation for deliverance, as well as for
trials and calamities; and to deliver us before we are prepared
for it, would mot prove a blessing in the issue. To delivera
thoughtless, presumptuous, impenitent people, ‘while they con-
tinue such, would be to encourage their presumption and impeni-
tence, and to make them more daring in sin, and in the neglect
of God and religion. To this purpose, St. Peter exhorts us, to
“ humble ourselves under the mighty hand of God, that we may
be‘exalted 1N pUE TIME.”* There is a due time for exaltation or
deliverance ; and if we should be exalted before the time, we
should only be exalted upon a precipice, where we ‘should soon
turn giddy, and fall again with greater violence. Let us there-
fore long and pray not enly for deliverance, but that: we may be
prepared for it, so that it may be a real blessing to us-in the
issue—suth a deliverance may God grant us in due tlme, through
Jesus Christ. Amen.

»

* 1 Pet. v. 6.
il E—
AN HYMN.
‘While ia a thousand open'd veins Thine influence alone caa cure
Contending nations bleed ; ‘The bleeding wounds of war,
‘While briers and thorns in bloomm; plains,
And frultful field succeed : Come, Thou, and then the wilderness
Shall bloom a paradise 3
‘While desolation rages round, And heav’nly plants of rightecusness
Like an o’erwhelming fiood, O'er this wild waste shall rise !
‘Where can a remedy be found
- To stop these streams of blood ? ‘Then peace shall in large rivers flow,
‘Where atreams of blood have run :
Eternal Spirit ! Source of good | ‘Then universal love shall glow,
‘The author of all peace ! And melt the world in one.
Pour down thine influence, like a ficod, -
On this wide wiiderness. ‘Then num’rqus colonies shall rise
From this vile world of sin
Oh grant us one reviving olww’r, ‘To people regions in the skies,
Aund Iet it spread afar 3 ¥ And with bright angels shing.

-~
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SErmoN 66. '

A TIME OF UNUSUAL " SICKRE'SS'AND MORTALITY IMPROVED.

JEREMIAH V. 3....0 Lord, are not thine eyes upion the truth 2 Thou
hast stricken them, but they have not grieved : thou hast con-
sumed them, but they refused to receive correciion : They have
made their faces harder than a rock : they have rcfused to return.

MY fellow-mortals ! So I call you, because mortality is the
certain doom of us all. ‘This is a truth at all times evident ; but
now, methinks, it is more striking than usual, when death has
made such ravages among us ; when it has made breaches upoh ’
sundry of eur families, and swept off some of them almost
entirely : and when we who survive are in daily expectation of a
visit from this tremendous conqueror: Therefore, .my dear fel-
low-mortals ! under this character would I address you _this
day—as a mortal, whose breath may be stopped the next day, or
the next hour ; I would speak with more seriousness than, alas !
is usual to me, to you, mortals, about the great concerns of im-
mortality !* If I would do any thing to save myself and them
that hear me, I see I must do it quickly. I have for some time
been languishing and indisposed myself, and the contagious dis-
-ease made its entrance into my family ; but, through the amaz-
ing and distinguishing kindness of God, which I desire publicly
to celebrate, and, I hope, in answer to prayer, its progréss has .
been stopped. And what better return can I make to my gra- |
cious Deliverer, than to devote that life, which he has spared, to
his glory, and the service of your souls, with increasing zeal and .
industry ? The blind and secure world has accused me of making ;
too great ado about religion : and when my mind is impressed .
with realizing views of death and the supreme tribunal, I cannot
but accuse myself: but, oh! it is upon a very different account.
I never feel one uneasy thought from the excess of my. zeal, or

* Mr. Baxter was wont to say :
I preach as if I ne’er should f)reach again,
Anud as a dying man to dying men.” ' ‘
And oh, that I may imbibe the same spirit, and enter the pulpit alwa)* :
uoder its influence !
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from the review of those few solemn hours, when I have deliver-
ed the messages of God.to you with such pathos and earnestness,
that the world may have thought me mad. But I accuse myself,

* and would lament my many infirmities, particularly my frequent
languor and coldness in the care of your souls. Indeed, I have
been made sensible of my defects in this respect : and oh ! that
I may be enabled to be more faithful and laborious for the future.
I am more sensible than usual that I must work while the day of
life lasts : for, oh ! it is short and uncertain ; and the night of
death is coming, when I cannot work. I have but little time to
labour for my divine Master—but little time to warn, instruct
and edify my dear heavers. Therefore, now, while my mouth is
not silent in the dust, I would address you with tlie utmost earn-
estness and solemnity.

Buat this is not the only reason for lmprovmg the present time.
As I am mortal myself, so are my dear people : they are dying
fast around me,; and dropping into the grave from between my
bands. Above twenty that were wont to mingle with us in this
assembly, and 1o hear the word from my lips, have been hurried
into the eternal world in a few days. They have now passed the
grand decisive trial : their state of probation is over, and an irre-
vocable sentence has fixed their cternal state in the mansions of .
glory or misery ! These I have done with forever. No more can
I labour to warn and convince them—no mpre can I comfort and
edify them—no more can I denounce the terrors of the Lord a-
gainst their sin, nor offer the blessings of the gospel to their ac-
ceptance ! The most ignorant of them are now wiser than their
teacher, and know more of the gregt realities of the eternal world
than the wiscst man upon earth. Farewell, then, to these our
friends and neighbours—farewell, till we all meet in one vast as.
sembly before the supreme tribunal !

But, blessed be God, all my dear people are not yet swept off
from the land of the living ! Here is still a goodly number, as
yet in a state of trial for that strange world, whither our brethren
have taken their flight. Here is a goodly number, who can still
hear the gospel of peace, and who ave still interested to hear it ;
and who, unless they hear it in time, must soon be miserable for-
ever ! And why then should vou not all hear it with the most
solemn attention and seriousness ! Why, brethren, should you
not all hear it so that your souls may live ? Alas ! is it possible
there should be gné vain, trifling, thoughtless mind, in a religious
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assembly in such circumstances ! Methinks horror must set him
a trembling, and mark out the monster to the whole congregation,
as a magor-missabib—a terror to himself and all around him ! *
Certainly, if ever there was a-time for serious thoughtfulness,
this is such atime. Our nation, our country, our neighbour-
hood, and some of our families, are in very alarming circum-
stances. Our nation is in danger from the victorious power-of
France, and the formidable conspiracy of her allies,* that seem
zealous to erase the name of Britons from the face of the earth.
. Our country has been ravaged, and bled in a thousand veins ; and
the posture of our affairs - threatens still more gloomy times.
Our neighbourhood has been turned into a grave-yard, and some
of us are the remains of families that have been thinned by death ;
and we are escaped, like brands plucked out of the burning.
And *what improvement should we make of these calamities?
"What is the will and pleasure of God in this case?! Suppose you
knew what the will of your Maker and Lord is, what he desires,
-commands and expects you should do, in such circumstances---
suppose you knew this certainly and infallibly, must I not have
so muich charity for you all as to presume you would pay a serious
regard to it ? Is it possible you should be capable of such daring
“wickedness, as to contemn his royal pleasure, when you knew it
beyond all doubt? Well, brethren, I am just going to put this
Matter to trial :- for I can assure you as certainly as’if you heard
it proclaimed with an immediate voice from heaven, what the will
of Godis in this case. Itis this = that you should repent, reform,
‘dnd turn to the Lord, under these threatenings and ch'astisemqnts.
This is undoubtedly the pleasure and the command of God ; and
the issue will show how much weight it will have with you.
Some of you, I doubt not, have been roused by these calamities
to more earnestness and zeal in the great work of your salvation.
"You have re-examined your past experiences, to see if you can
venture upon them into eternity: You have renewed your hold
of Jesus Christ, that he may be your sure support,; when nature
is sinking in death. You have been trimming your lamps, and
putting yourselves in a proper habit to meet the Bridegroom of
your souls. You have been setting things ini order for your last
‘remove : and though you may have been tossed - between the al-
ternate billows of hope and fear, yet you cannot but conclude, up-

* This sermon is dated Hanover, November 14, 1756.
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on the whole, that you have not delayed the grand work of life

to such a time as this ; but have been so wise as to make' it your

main business in the time of health and prosperity. Well, my .
dear brethren, go on in this course, and you shall be safe, come

what will ; . and these threatening and afflictive dispensations of
Providence will, in the issue, prove most blessed and beneficial

dispensations to you. Yes : all things, even the heaviest calam-

ities, shall work together for your greatest good.

May I not a]so allow myself the pleasure of hoping that some
of you, who have formerly lived thoughtless about the concerns
of eternity, have been awakened by these alarming providences
to some proper sense of your danger, and to work out your sal-
vation with fear and trembling ? You begin to see that your for-
mer course will never do ; that you are unprepared for éternity,
and in the utmost need of a Saviour ; and you are now determin-
ed to seek him with all your might. Well, my brethren, hold
on in this course, and you have reason to hope it will issue well :
only I must caution you against the danger of apostasy. Alas,
you have reason to fear, lest, when the fright is over, all your re-
ligion come to nothing |, And if so, your last estate is worse than
the first.

This, Sirs, isa very proper time for repenhtance and reforma-
tion, and I am unusually desirous that it may be improved for
that purpose. .The calamities we have felt, and those we feel,
have a direct tendency to drive us to it. Thisis an effectual
method to make up our loss, and turn our afflictions into bless-
ings, and eur bercavements into enjoyments : and this will be
the best preparative for days of distress, and the best support in
them. God has also [requently setin by his Spirit at such a
time, and carried on an extensive work of grace ; and it is a dis-
- mal symptom, indeed, if he withdraw his Spirit from a people in
such circumstances, and leave them to groan and perish under
unsanctified afflictions ; or deliver their bodies from the outward
- calamity, without delivering their souls from the slavery of sin.

This is a melancholy case indeed ; and yet, I am afraid, this
is the case of many, perhaps of most in this congregation. You
may, perhaps, be a little damped while living, as it were, among
% many graves : you may have been struck into a panic, and in
a serious fit, poured out a few prayers. But, alas, this is but.a
small part of the work to be done ! And unless it be carried far-
ther, you must perish forever. You may flatter yourselves, and
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make fair pretensions to others. But, ¢ Lord, are not thine eyes
upon the truth 2’ And dost not thou, who seest through all their
- designs, and knowest the reality of their case—dost not thou see
that though © thou hast stricken them, they have not grieved,”
with deep, ingenuous sorrows, and the kindly relentings of true
repentance ! ¢ Thou hast consumed them, but they refuse to re-
ceive correction :*. they are not made sensible of their sin, and
reduced to their duty, by all thy chastisements, though various
and heavy ; they are stiff and unyielding under thy rod, and will
not be made wise by it ; instead of being dissolved into repent-
ance, and purified, they grow hardér and harder in the furnace of
affliction. ¢ They have made their faces harder than a rock :”
they can no more blush at their base conduct towards thee, than a
senseless stone ; they can no more wet their faces with peniten-
tial tears, than a flinty rock. ¢ They refuse to return.” Not that
they refuse in words—not that they expressly say in so many
syllables, ¢ We will not return :* but thev ‘refuse it practically.
They refuse to return by not actually returning ; for not to re-
turn, in fact, is to refuse to return. They refuse to return, by
not usirg the means necessary for their return, and by continuing
their career in their old course. They refuse to return by the
habitual temper of their hearts, which reluctate, struggle, and
draw back, and will not return. This was the character of the
Jews, under all their calamities, in Jeremiah’s time. And'is not
this, brethi‘en, the character of sundry of you ? Arec there not
blind minds, hard hearts, and profane lips, among us still ? Are
there not prayerless persons and prayerless families among us ?
Arc there not some that neglect the plainest duties to God and
man ? Sonie thoughtless, careless creatures, that feel no deep
.impressions from-eternal things ! Some worldly-iinded- grovel-
ling creatures, perpetually digging in the earth for riches ? Some
vain, light, trifling sinners, who go on frolicking and carousing,
even when the Lord of Hosts calls to ¢ weeping, ard mourning,
and girding with sackcloth ?**—Some that have never experienc-
ed a thorough conversion, and know not what it is to repent and
believe *—-Some obstinate, incorrigible sinners, that bid defidgnce
to alt the judgments of God ? Or, if they are afraid of his judg-
ments, they are not afraid of sin, the cause of them. In a dastard-
lv, and perbaps, unnatural manner, they keep off or fly from the

* JXsaiah xxif. 12.
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tontagious disorder ; and helpless families may die around thém, '

unassisted, for them : but they are not so shy of the more fatal
contagion of sin, nor so selicitous to keep out of the way of temp-
tation. I they can but live, it is enough for them ; but they care
not whether they live to God or not. Alas | are there not many

such among us ? Does not conscience witness that this is the

real character of some of you ? Chastisement is thrown away up-
on you : you are made no better by it. You will receive no cor-
rection or warning from the death of a neighbour, or even of a
parent or a child. )
This, indeed, is net a singular case, which renders it still the
more melancholy. It secems the general curse of the present
generation, that the chastisements of the divine hand do not
work kindly upon them, nor bring them to repentance. Thus it
generally is in England, Scotland, and the northern colonies,
though in such an alarming situation. Mr. Bellamy, of New
Eng]and, whom some of you know and highly esteem for his ex-
cellent writings, has these words, in a letter I lately received
from him : ¢ A dark cloud seems to be gathering over a sinful
land. We have had a day of great grace—that is past and gone,
and a day of great wrath seems to be at hand ! Our northern ar-
my is sickly and likely to do nothing—our treasury is exhaust~
ed—people’s spirits low——great murmurings, but no r¢formation.
For all these things we feel. and fear we do not return unto the
- Lord” Thus discouraging is the prospectin New England,
where religion has so long flourished. Mr. Blair, of Pennsylva-
Nia, with whose excellent character most of you are perfectly ac-
quainted, and whose congregation has been the scene of the
Indian ravages and murders, complains in these moving terms :
“ Alas, I have not enjoyed the sweet supports of success in my
ministry ! Under all this heavy scene of judgment, our people
are manifestly more and more hardened ; and that, notwithstand-
ing a gracious God has stooped to assist me remarkably in
preaching, frequently this summer. A dreadful omen this !*’
says he.—My British correspondents send me the same accounts.
Mr. Erskine, a worthy minister in Scotland, writes, % I hear of
nosuch thing as a revival of religion in Scotland : a spirit of
deep slumber seems.to have seized us:” Mr. Adams, the ex-
cellent minister of Falkirk, writes in the same strain : ¢ What
is wanting, says he, to encourage our hopes, is a spirit of repent-
I .
K

-
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ance and reformation, in this age of distinguished inattention to
the works, the word, and ways of God. Is it not the general
case, ¢ Lord, when thy hand is lifted up, they will not see !’
How loud are the alarms which awful Providence is sounding in
aur dull and heavy ears! The Lord’s judgments are visibly in
the earth ; but where does it appear that the inhabitants are
learning righteousness ? In this eountry infidelity and immorali-
ty of all kinds make the most provoking progress. The cup of
eur igiquity appears to be brim-full, and the cup of God’s wrath
now ready to be poured out upon the despisers of the riches of
his goodness and long-suffering.” You hear a great deal of bad
Hews, my brethren, of the political and warlike kind : but here
is bad news of a still more alarming kind. This not only en-
dangers our country, but threatens the everlasting ruin of immor-
tal souls : and this deprives us of that good which we might ex-
tract out of these evils, and makes them pure, enmingled evils to
us. But shall not this congregation be an exception from this
general complaint 2 The Lord’s voice crieth unto Hanover ; and
will ye not hear the red, and him that hath appointed it 2* To
promote this design, in my little sphere, is the great end I now
have in view ; andy for that purpose,

- T shall endeavour to show you what good effects afflictions
should have upon us, especially on impenitent sinners. This
my text naturaly leads me to : for though, in express terms, it
only contains a complaint of the misimprovement of afffictions, or
incorrigibleness under them, yet this very plainly points out the
right improvement of them. When it.is said, * Lord, thou hast
stricken them, but they were not grieved ;> this implies that they
should have been grieved—grieved for their undutiful cenduct
towards Gedy which has exposed them to the scourges of his
rods—grieved with a- godly sorrow, with kindly generous relent-
ings for siny as against God, and not merely as tending to ruin
themselves. When the prophet complains, “ Thou hast con-
sumed them, but they refused to receive correction,” it-is im-
plied that they should have received correction, that they
should have submitted to the rod, as to the chastisement of a
provoked, anid yet indulgent father, without sullen murmuring
against it, or fuinting under it—that they should be made sensible
. of their sin, and reduced to their duty. When the prophet
‘complains, ¢ Fhey have made their faces harder than & rock,”

* Micah vi. 9.
2 ]
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it implies that their faces should have been flushed with ingen-
uwous shame and blushing, and washed with streams of peniten-
tial tears. And when he complains, ¢ They have refused to
return,” it implies that they ought immediately to have returned
to him that smote them. And hence it follows, that ingenuous ~
sorrow, shame, and repentance ; a submissive, corrigible temper,
and a sincere conversion to God, are the effects which afflictions
should have upon us, according to my text. Indeed I know.no -
more convictive methad of showing what it is to misimprove
afflictions, and be incorrigible under them, than to show positive-
ly what it is to make a right use of them, or what are their prop-
er effects when sanctified : for if you find they have not had such
effects upon you, you may be sure you have refused to receive
correction. '

To bring sinners to repentance, God has instituted the gospel
and its ordinances, and for this ¢nd they are dispensed among
you ; for this end also he rouses your consciences within you, .
and communicates his holy Spirit to work upon your hearts.
Now afllictions are so many auxiliaries to assist these forces,
to reduce you into captivity to the obedience of Christ. Whep
the persuasjons of his word are disregarded—when the warnings
of your own yonsciences are slighted, and the motions of the holy
Spirit resisted, then our heavenly Father takes his rod, and either
shakes it over your heads, to see if the threatening will answer
the end, without the infliction ; or he actually scourges you to
make you sensible of your duty. The great design of all this,
as I told you, is to bring you to repentance, or to turn you to
him. This is the sum, the result of sanctified afflictions. Let
us, then, inquire what this is ? And that I may be the more con-
cise, and use an uniform language on this subject, I shall include
all that I have to say concerning the right improvement of afflic-
tions under this one inquiry—What is it to turn to the Lord ?
to which the other expressions contained in my text may be re-
duced.

First, Turning to God, presupposes a deep conviction that
you have gone astray, both from the way of duty and the way of
safety. You never will leave your present course, till you plain-
ly see that it leads you down to the chambers of death.. You -
never will turn to the Lord, till you are sensible you are under
the most pressing, absolute necessity to do so, both from duty
and interest.
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Oh, sirs, if it should please God to open the eyes of uncon.
verted sinners among you this day, what strange, unsuspected,
and astonishing views would open to you, concerning your past
and present course and condition'! Then, to your surprise, you
would see that you have lived so many years in the world, with-
out so much as earnestly attempting that work, which is the great
business of your life. You would see that your hopes of heaven,
in your present condition, are but a delusive dream ; and that

'you are every moment in the utmost danger of sinking into the
depth of misery, under the heavy wrath of Almighty God. You
would see what plain, reasonable, and important duties, you have
carelessly neglected, both towards God and man ; and what a
long train of known, wilful sins, you have obstinately persisted
in. You would see how criminally deficient you have been, even
in those duties which, as to the matter of them, you have per-
formed—that even your good actions have not proceeded from
good principles and ends ; the love of God, a regard to his aur
thority, and a view to his glory : but from some low, mercenary,
selfish principles and views ; and that the reason why you ab-

_stained from any act of sin, was not your love to God, and regard
to his will ;- but because you had ne temptation to it, or because
you apprehended it might injure your character or temporal in-
terest, or perhaps render you eternally miserable. You would
see that you have not such good hearts as you once flattered
yourselves you had ; but that they are deceitful and desperate-
ly wicked. You would see that they are and bave always been
destitute of the reality of all the christian graces, and have im-
posed upon you hitherto with counterfeits and deceitful appear-
ances ; destitute of true repentance, faith, and love, towards God
and Jesus Christ ; and full of pride, hypecrisy, ignorance, hard-
ness of heart, disaffection to God and his government, unbelief,
earthly-mindedness, sensuality, sordid and wicked lusts and pas-
sions ; and an endless variety of evils too numerous to be men-
tioned. In short, you would see yourselves a mere mass of core
ruptien ; and you would wonder you have not sunk into hell long
ago, as rotten fruit falls to the ground. This would, no doubt,
be a surprising, unexpected discovery to some of you : you have
no such thoughts of yourselves, but the quite contrary. But the
reason why you do not see this to be your case, in fact, is because
the god of this world has blinded your minds, and because your
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treacherous hearts flatter you. This is, indeed, the truth of your
case, while unconverted, if you believe the plainest declarations
of the word of God, or the unanimous testimony of all, in all ages,
who bhave had their eyes opened to see themselves, and have been
taught that important and useful, though mortifying science, of
self-knowledge : and if ever God enlighten your blind minds,
you would yourselves see that this is really your case. But, qh,
the astonishing ignorance an:l self-flattery of the heart of man !
Here, alas! lies the difficulty in dealing with unconverted sin-
ners ! We cannot open their eyes to see their guilt and danger.
Could we do this, a grand point would be gained, and the work
would be well begun. But, alas ! they will not believe they are
80 guilty, so vile and corrupt ; and hence the gospel, which is a
religion for self-condemned, broken-hearted sinners, is but an
idle tale, or a vain speculation to them : and to invite them to
come to Christ, is but to invite the whole to a physician.

Farther, if it should pleas¢ God to bring you out of darkness
this day, into his marvellous light, then you would also see the
exceeding sinfulness of sin. You would see, it is not that
harmless innocent thing, or that slight excusable foible, you once
took it to be ; but that it is indeed the most abominable thing,
the most terrible, base and malignant evil, upon earth, or in hell.
Then, instead of wondering that such a thing should be punished
with everlasting destruction by a gracious God, the parent of
mankind ; and instead of disputing yourselves into doubts about
ity or cavilling at it, as cruel and unjust—instead of this, I say,
you would rather wonder, that so dreadful an evil could be par-
doned at all, upon any consideration whatsoever ;-and you would
be more afit 1o question the possibility of jbrg‘lvmcan, than the jus-
tice of your punishment.

As the foundation of these discoveries, you would see the
majesty, the excellency, the holiness, justice, and goodness of
God ; the purity and strictness of his law, and the equity and
terror of its penalty. You would see your obligations to him ;
‘'your numerous, strong, endearing and sacred obligations to him,
as your Creator, Preserver and Redeemer ; and the aggravated
baseness, ingratitude, rebellion and impiety of having lived all
your days in the wilful breach of such obligations. These things,
and the like, you would see as in a new medium, and with other
eyes, than you were want to look uponhem. And you would
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sce themr with such glaring light and evidence, that you would be
utterly astonished at your own sottish ignorance, that had never
discovered them before. They would now appear as plain, as ever
they were dark or doubtful. In consequence of this, you would
be struck with wonder and horror at your former security and
stupor, in so dangerous a condition. I rcally want words to ex-
press the views and apprehensions you would then have of things.
O that experience may be your teacher ! Blessed be God, I have
seen and conversed with many a sinaer formerly, upon their first
receiving this convictian : formerly, I say ; for alas ! now-a-days
I hardly meet with one to converse with me upon this subject :
No ; the generality have no such alarming vicws of themselves:
like the Laodiceans, they are  rich in theit own conceit ; and
know not that they are wretched, and miserable, and poor, and
- blind, and naked.””* But formerly it has been my bappy employ
to instruct such convinced sinners ; and'l can still remember, it
was a very affecting conversation. Their language still seems
to sound-in my ears ; and methinks I hear them complaining in
aflood of tears, “ Oh ! what shall I do to be saved ? I see I am
upon the very brink of destruction : I see I have been all my
life 2 poor deceived, self-flattering sinner. Oh | I pever thought
1 was such a monster of wickedness, and upon the slippery brink
of eternalruin: but now I seeit; now it is so evident to me,
that I am.amazed I never discovered it before. Oh! is there
any possibility of escape, for such a condemned wretch as I ? Let
me but know what is necessary, and I will attempt any thing ; I
will deny myself in any thing, if I may but get my perishing
soul for a prey.”’t These are the affecting strains of awakened
sinners. This must be your language, sinneps, or at least the
thoughts ef your heart, before you can turn to the Lord. But
ob ! when shall we hear it from you ? To teach you this lesson,
‘God has sent the sword to ravage your country, and a deadly dis-
-ease to spread desolation in your neighbourhood. To teach you
this, your neighbours, or perhaps your parent, your child, or
some of your relatives have died : and shall they die in vain?
Oh ! hear them as it were crying to you from the dust. Some
of you have lost pious friends, who during their life laboured to
awaken you out of your security. And when you view their

* Rev. il T Jer. xxi. 9.
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grave; methinks you may recollect the epitaph which a minister®
wrote for his own tomb-stone

 If all my life I tried in vain to save,
¢ Hear me, oh ! hear me crying from the grave.”

But, alas! I know that even this alarming voice will not a-
waken impenitent sinners, unless God bear it home to their hearts
by his almighty power. And oh ! that that divine agent would
begin to work among us ! Then, sinners, you would soon see,
that the account 1 have been giving you of your guilt and danger
is not at all aggravated. But,

Secondly, Turning to God, supposes a full conviction of the
Becessity of turning to him immediately, without delay. Breth-
ren, if God should begin this wotk upon your hearts this day,
you would no longer stand hesitating and loitering. We should
no more hear from you that there is no need of so much ado, ot
that it is time enough as yet. You would have such clear views
of your own vileness, and the disaffection of your souls to God
‘and holiness, that nothing could be more evident to you than that
You are utterly unfit for heaven, in your present condition, and
that you are fitted for destruction, and for nothing else. You
would not stand disputing, and hoping, and flattering yourselves
in the matter, but you would come to this peremptory conclu-
sion, ¢ If I continue in my present condition, I am as certain«
Iy lost forever, as ever I was born : I shall as surely be in heH
in a little time, as I am now upon earth. ‘The matter will admit
of rio debate. It is as plain as that a beast cannot enjoy the pleas-
ures of reason ; or a sick man the pleasures of a feast.” This,
sirs, is a very alarming conclusion ; and you may be very unwil-
ling to admit it : but, terrible as it is, you will be forced to be-
Tieve it, if ever you be converted. It is indeed one of the first
steps towards your conversion : for can it be supposed you will
turn to God, while you think it unnécessary, or while vou are
not convinced, that you are turned from him, and going the op-
posite road ? No, it is impossible. And therefore, such of you
as have never been convinced of this, may be assured you are so
far from being converted, that you have not taken one of the first
steps towards it.

* This, I was informed by Mr. Gibbons, of London, from whom I had
the story, was the famous Dr. Trapp; the transiator of Virgil, &c-
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But this is not all : you will be not only convinced of the ab/
solute necessity of turning to God in general, but of turning to
him immediately without delay. You will see¢, that you are so
far from having time to delay, that it will wound your heart to
think this work was not done many years ago. You will see, that
your having delayed it so long already, was the mest desperate
madness in the world : and that if you put it off any longer, you
may be lost beyond recovery : for oh ! you will see you stand
in slippery places, ready to be cast down into destruction every
moment. You will apprehend yourselves held over the pit of
hell, in the hand of an angry God, by the slender thread of life ;
just as we hold a spider, or some poisonous insect, over a fire,
ready to throw it in immediately. Now, while I am speaking to
you, you would immediately set about this great work : you
would pray and hear at once. And upon your returning home,
instead of trifling, and chattering about the world, you would re-
tire to cry for mercy, and meditate upon your miserable condi-
tion—you would fly to your Bibles, and other good books for di-
rection : and I should expect the pleasure once more of seeing
you come to your poor minister, anxiously inquiring what you
shall do to be saved ! Oh ! when will the crowds of unconverted
sinners among us be brought to this ? When will they give over
their delays ; and see they must engage in this great business
immediately ? I am sure the sickness and mortality among us
have a tendency to bring them to this. Can you imagine, that con-
version may be put.off to some future time, when you see so many
in health and youth around you seized with sickness, and hurried
into the grave in a few days ? This has been the doom of sundry
vigorous youth, and even of little children among us : and my
dear surviving youth and children, shall this be no warning to
you ? Alas ! will you dare to sin on still as thoughtless as ever !
‘Will you any more pretend that you may safely delay your con-
version fo a sick-bed or a dying hour ? But ask those that have
made the trial, and what do they say ! Do any of them tell you
that that is the most proper time for this work ? What do sin-
ners say when the time comes ? ¢ Oh, (they cry out) what a fool
was I to put it off till now ! Oh, how bitterly do I now repent
that I did not attempt it sooner !> What do those say. who made
it their business in health and prosperity { Do they repent of it,
as premature ? No: they all cry out, ¢ I should be in a sad case,
indeed, if it were left undone till now : now I have enough to de
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to struggle with my pains. But, blessed be God, that work is
not now to be done ! And dare any of you loiter and delay still,
in opposition to the joint testimony of those who have arrived at
and made trial of that period which you allot for turning to God ?
If the declaration of dying men have any weight or credibility,
the present time is the most fit season : thereforey oh ! improve
it while you have it. But, ' g

Thirdly, If afflictions should prove the happy mcans of turn:
ing you to God, they will rouse you to the most earnest perse-
vering endeavours. You would immediately set about the work,
and use all the means God has instituted for that purpose. You
would pray without ceasing : you would pray in secret places :
and if you have hitherto had prayerless families, they should be
so no more : you would consecrate them to God with prayer this
very evening.- Nay, you would keep your souls always in a pray
ing posture : you weuld waft up your desires to God while you
are in business or at leisure, in solitude or in society, at home or
abroad ; and your prayers would not now be a dull, spiritless form :
you would cry as for your life, and exert all the vigour of your
souls. You would find frequent errands to the throne of grace ;
and you would cry there, like a condemned criminal pleading for
apardon, or a drowning man calling for help. When_ Paul was
awakened, Christ himself remarks upon him, ¢ Behold, he pray-
eth !” He had prayed many a time before ; but no notice is ta-
ken of it, because there was no life in it. But now he puts life
and spirit into his prayers, like one in earnest to be heard ; theres
fore they ‘are taken notice of in heaven. Thus, my brethren, will
you also pray, if ever you turn to God. ' You will also accustom
yourselves to deep and solemn meditation. You will seriously
attend to the gospel and its ordinances. Your Bibles will no
longer gather dust by you ; but you will find use for them——there
you will eagerly search for the words of eternal life. You will
also love and frequent the society of those who, you hope, have
experienced that happy change you are seeking after ; and you
will catch all the instruction you can from their conversation. In
short, you will leave no means untried : you will set yourselves
in earnest about the work——with as much earnestness as ever a
miser pursued the world, or a sensualist his pleasures. Oh!
sirs, if such a concern to turn to the Lord should spread among
us, how would it change the aspect of things ? How different

K

3
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would be the desires, the labburs, the pursuits, and conversation,
of mankind! Believe me, sirs, there is need for such an alteration
among us : and wo, wo to many of us, if things run on as they
have done—if the world continue to usurp the pre-eminence of
God and eternal things—if you are stilk more solicitous to lay up
earthly treasure, than to lay up treasure in heaven—if you aban-
don yourselves to business or pleasure, to the neglect of religion
and the concerns of et$mity ; I say, wo unto you, if things still
continue in this course ! Believe me also that it is better worth
your while to labour to turn to God, and secure a happy immor-
tality, than to lay out your labour on any thing else. Need I tell
you that you shall not live here always, to enjoy the things of this
world ? Go, and learn this truth at the graves of your friends and
neighbours.” Need you be told that the enjoyments of this life
are no suitable happiness for your immortal souls ?: Do you not
learn it from the uncertain, transitory, unsatisfying nature of
these enjoyments ¢ You can carry none of them with you to your
eternal home ; and what then will you have to make you happy
there ?

Farther : As you will zealously use all endeavours to promote
your conversion, so you will carefully guard against every thing
that tends to hinder it. You will immediately drop your wicked
courses—you will have done forever with drinking, swearing, and
all the vices you were wont to practise—you will moderate your
pursuit of the world, and endeavour to disengage yourselves from
excessive hurries, which allow you neither leisure nor composure
to mind the great business of your salvation—that business, which,
‘whether you regard it or not, is of infinitely greater importance
than all the affairs of life, and for which alone it is worth your
while to live—you will shun the company of the wicked, the vain,
and secure, as much as possible ; yes, you will shun them as
much as you now de the families that are infected with the epi-
demical disorder, and with much better reason ; for they are in-
fected with a much more fatal disease—the disease of sin, which
is so deadly, and which your souls are so apt to catch. In short,
you wiil avoid every obstacle to your conversion, as far as you
can ; and till you are brought to this, it is in vain to pretend that
you have any real inclination to turn to Ged : and such of you
as have never been brought te it, may be sure you have never
been converted. -
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‘Oh ! when shall we see such earnest endeavours among us !
When shall we see sinners thus vigorously striving to enter in at
the strait gate ? "When will their dead sleep be over ? When will
the delusive dream of their false hopes vanish 2 When will they
begin to conclude that they have sinned long enough—that they
have delayed turning to God long enough—that they have been
secure and careless, on the slippery brink of destruction, long
enough 2 When will they begin to think it is high time to work
out their salvation with fear and trembling ? My dear people, I
long to see such a time among you once more ! And unless
such a time come, I expect sundry of you, even as many as are
unconverted, will perish forever ! Yes, unless such a rousing
time come, and that speedily too, I fully expect that some of you
will burn in bell forever ! Oh ! the shocking thought! What
shall be done to avoid so dreadful a doom ? Come, holy Spirit—
come and work upon the hearts of these impenitent sinners ; for
thou only canst perform the work. Obh! come speedily,
or they will be removed out of the sphere of thy sanctifying in-
fluences—out of the region of vitality, into the territories of
eternal death ! Brethren, till the Spirit be poured out upon us
from on high, the work of conversion will never go on prosper-
ously among us ! We have had sufficient trial to convince us of
this. .We have had preaching, and all the means of grace, long
enough to make us sensible that all will not do, without the holy
Spirit : therefore, let us earnestly cry for this blessing. For,

Fourthly, If afflictions are followed with so blessed an effect
upon you as to turn you to God, you will be made deeply sensi-
ble of your own inability to turn to him, by the best endeavours
you can use ; and of the absolute necessity of the influences of
the holy Spirit, or the power of divine grace. While you are
ignorant of yourselves, and have not put the matter to trial, you
may flatter yourselves that you are able to turn to God when you
please : but when you make the experiment in earnest, you will
soon be undeceived. You can indeed abstain from outward acts
of gross sin—you can attend upon the means of grace, and per-
form the outward duties of religion ; and this is your duty : but,
alas ! this is far short of true conversion. All this you may do,
and yet the heart be so far from being turned to God, that it may
be strongly set against him. You will find, when you attempt
the work in earnest, that, beside the draw-backs from the world,
and the temptations of Satan, your own hearts will refuse to re-
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turn—they will struggle, and draw back, as if you were rushing
into flames, or upon the point of a sword. They will cling fast
to sin and the world, and will not let go their hold. They are
disaffected to strict holiness, and all you can do cannot bring
them in love with it. They are hard as the nether mill-stone,
. and no human means can break them. In short, you will be
sensible that you are so far gone with the disease of sin, so indis-
posed, weakened, and corrupted, that nothing but the power of
divine grace can recover you, and inspire you with spiritaal life
and vigour. Therefore you will lie moaning and groaning be-
fore the Lord, waiting for his assistance, as helpless creatures, in
the greatest danger, and unable to deliver yourselves. Then’
you will understand the meaning of that inspired prayer, ‘¢ "Turn
thou me, and I shall be turned®*—Draw me, and I will run after
thee.”t Then you will be convinced, by experience, of the
truth of that declaration you had before heard from the mouth of
Christ, and perhaps laboured to explain away : “ No man can
come unto me, except the Father which hath sent me,draw him.'’§
Oh ! when shall we see the vanity and self-confidence of sin-
ners mortified? When shall we see them deeply sensible of their
~ weakness and helplessness ? It may seem strange, but it is un-
doubtedly true, that they will never strive in earpest till they are
sensible that all their strivings are not sufficient, but that (>od
must perform the work in them, It is the high idea they have
of their own power that keeps them easy and careless. - When
they see that it is God alone who must work in them both to will
and to do, then, and not till then, they will earnestly cry to him
for his assistance, and use all means to obtain it. It is not the
awakened sinner, that feels himself weak and helpless, that lives
in the careless neglect of the means of grace. No: itis the
proud, presumptuous sinner, that thinks he can do great things
in religion when he sets-about it. It is indeed a strange sight to
see those that complain they can do nothing without Christ, lar
bouring hard ; and those that boast they can do great things,
atanding idle !—to see those that renounce all dependence upon
their good works, abounding in good works ; and those that ex-
pect to be saved by their good werks, living in the neglect of
good works, and doing the works of the devil ! This, I say,isa
strange sight : bat so it generally is found to be, in fact, in the

* Jor. xxxi, 18. 1 Solomon’s Song, i.4.  # Jobnvi, 44
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world. And the reasons of it are, that they who feel their own -
weakness will earnestly seek for help from God ; and God will

help those that are sensible they need it. Whereas, others are

not earnestly seeking that grace, the want of which they do not

feel ;. and God lets them alone, to try what the vain fools can do ;

and will not throw away his assistance upon those who do not

want nor ask it. But,

Fifthly, If ever yon return to the Lord, you will be made
deeply sensible that Christ is the only way of access to God.
You will be sensible, that it is only for his sake that you.can ex-
pect acceptance with God ; and that all your transactions with
Heaven must be carrvied on through him, as mediator. Ifever
you return, you will come in, as obnoxious criminals, upon the
footing of grace, and not of merit ; and you will see that it is on-
ly through Christ that grace can be communicated to you. You
will renounce all your own righteousness. You will lie at mer-
¢y, and own that you deserve hell as justly as ever a malefactor
deserved the gallows. Some of you, perhaps, will say, ¢ I will
never believe this concernipg myself—I will never believe that I
am such a guilty, obnoxious criminal I’ But pray do not be too
positive : do not say you never will believe it ; for you may be-
lieve it yet. Yes, you certainly will believe it, if ever you be con-
verted and saved ; and I hope God has not given youup. If ev-
er you return to the Lord, you will come in as a poor, broken-
hearted, penitent rebel ; and unjess you came in upon this foot-
ing, you have nothing to do with Jesus, nor he with you : for he
came to save sinners, and to heal the sick: And till you feel
yourselves such, you will never comply with the gospel, which is
amethod of salvation through a mediator. Oh ! that many sin-
pers among us might thus be mortified, humbled, and brought
down to the foot of their injured Sovereign, this day ! Oh ! that
they may be made sensible that they lie at mercy, and that they
have not the least possible ground of hope, but only through the
righteousness of Christ ! Bpt,

Sixthly, If ever you are turned to God, you will experiepce a
great change in your temper and conduct. Your hearts and lives
will take a new bias—your thoughts and affections will be direct-
ed towards God and holiness—your hearts will be turned to the
holy law of God, like wax to the seal, and receive the stamp of
pis image. They will then aspire towards heaven—thither they
vill tend, as naturally as a stone gravitates to the earth. You
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will contract an evangelical turh 5 that is, you will delight and
acquiesce in the method of sulvation revealed in the gospel. Je-
sus will be infinitely dear to you ; and you will rejoice and glory
in him, and put no confidence in the flesh. You will be turned to
the ordinances of the gospel, and delight to converse with God in
them. In short, your whole soul will receive a heavenly dispo-
sition—a new divine bent, or bias, towards Ged and divine things.
Your thoughts will run in a new channel—your will and affec-
tions will fix upoti new objects, and you will become new crea-
tures——old things will pass‘away; and all things will become new.*
You will become fit for heaven, by having heavenly dispositions
wrought in you ; and thence you may infer you shall be admit-
ted there. Believe me, sirs, when you are turned to God, relig-
. ion will not be such a dull, insipid thing to you, as it now is. The
gospel will not be such an idle story ; nor the law of God such a
Jeaden rule, that you may bend it as you please, to your own ob-
lquities. Heaven and hell will not be such dreams and trifles ;
but you will be habitually affected with these things, as the most
important realities, and your hearts will be deeply impressed with
thelr influence.

As you will be turned o Ged and holiness, so you will be turn-
ed from sin and all its pleasures. Yes, brethren, that pride, hy-
pocrisy, sensuality, worldly-mindedness, and all the various forms
of sin which you now indulge, will become forever hateful to you
~—you will abhor them, resist them, make war against them, and
never allow them a peaceable harbour in your hearts more. You
will see their intrinsic vileness and baseness, and their contrarie-
ty to the holy nature of God ; and on this accdunt you will hate
them and fly from them, as well as because they may bring ruin
upon yourselves, Oh ! how will it then break your hearts to think
that ever you should have lived as you now de ! How bitter will

" your present pleasures and pursuits then be to you ; and how
will you bless God, that he opened your eyes and gave your
minds a new turn, before it was too late !

" Farther : when your minds thus receive a new and heavenly
tury, your dractices will be turned too. The practice follows the
inward principle of action ; and when this is set right, that will be
agreeable to it. Conversion, sirs, would be an effectual restraint
from those vices which you now practise, and an effectual con-
straint to those duties you now omit. It would cure you of your

* 2 Cor.v. 17.
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. gwearing, drunkenness, defrauding, contentions, and quarrelings,
. and other vices ; and it would bring you to pray, to hear, to med-
. itate, to communicate at the Lord’s table, and to endeavour to
perform every duty you owe to God ; and it would bring you to
- observe the laws of justice and charity, and all the duties you owe
. toman: and pray observe, that these things always go together.
. Conversion will teach you not only to pray, and perform the oth-
er duties of religion ; but it will make you just, charitable, meek,
. compassionate, and conscientious in all the duties of morality.
It will make you better members of society, better neighbours,
better masters, better servants, better parents, better children ;
in short, better in every relation. Never pretend you are con-
verted, unless it have this effect upon you—without this, all your
religion is not worth a straw.

From hence you may see what a blessed thing it would be,
even for this world, if we should all turn to the Lord. Then,
. what happy families should we have ! What a happy neighbour.
. hood—what a happy congregation—what a happy country !
Then every man would fill up his place, and make conscience of
the duties of his relation ; and then Heaven would smile, and
rain down blessings upon so dutiful a people..

Seventhly : If ever you are turned to the Lord, your minds
will habitually retain that turn. I mean, your religion will not
be a transient fit ; a fleeting evanid thing : but it will be perma-
tentand persevering. You will never more relapse into your
former voluntary slavery to sin—never more indulge from day to
day your old disaffection to God, and your habitual allowed indis-
position to the exercises of religion. Then, farewell forever to
the smooth, enchanting paths of sin ; and welcome forever to
the ways of holiness. From the happy moment of your return
to God, to the end of your days, it will be habitually the great
toncern of your life to make progress in religion, and live to
God ; to carry on a war against all sin and temptation, and root
out every evil principle from your souls. I do not mean, that
You will be perfectly free from all sin, or that you will never re-
lapse into some degree of lukewarmness,and indisposition of spirit
towards God. But I mean, you never will be entirely and all-
through what you once were, in your unconverted state ; you
never will relapse into that indulged and wilful love of sin and
- the world—that~prevailing indifferency or disaffection towards
God and his service, and that stupid, habitual carelessness about
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eternal things, which now has the dominion over you. No, nes:
er more will you be able to.,offend your God and neglect yout
Saviour and your souls, as you now do—never more will you be
able to rest secure and thoughtless, while your eternal state is
awfully uncertain, and your hearts are out of temper for devotion.
The bent of your minds towards God may be weakened ; but
you can never lose it entirely. Your aversion to sin may
be lessened ; but you will never give up yourselves to
the love and practice of it. Something within will make
you perpetually uneasy while your graces are languishing
and sin gathering strength. There is a secret bias ups
on your souls, that inclines them heavenward ; even while they
are carried downward to the earth, by the remaining tendencies
of your innate corruption. The seed of God which remaineth
in you, will never suffer you to sin as you now do. Your new
nature will be searching after God by a kind of spiritual instinct,
like a child for the breast, and you can never more peaceably
take the world in his stead.

This, I hope, sundry of you know by experience. Since the mo-
ment of your conversion, though you have had many sad relapses
‘and backslidings, yet you can never heartily return to sin again ;
and all the world cannot make you let go your hold of God. You
tend towards him with a propension which, though it be weak,
yet neither earth nor hell, neither sin within, nor temptations
without, can entirely overcome.

And hence such of you who once fancied you were converted,
but are now habitually careless, earthly-minded, and lukewarm
towards God—hence, you may see, you never did, in reality, turn
to him. No: it was all a dream ; for if you had once been turn-
ed to him with all your hearts, you would never again have turn-
ed entirely from him. Your conversion would have had some
lasting good effects upon you ; and, having once turned to God,
you would never again have bid him farewell, and forsaken him
entirely. Such, therefore, should still rank themselves among
the unconverted.

And now, my dear hearers, I have endeavoured, with the ut-
most plainness, to describe to you that turning to God which -
should be the result of your afllictions as well as of the means of .
grace, and which you must experience before you can enter into
the kingdom of heaven. I have had something more important
at heart than to embellish my style, and set myself off as a fin¢
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ker. I have endeavoured to speak, not to an itching ear, or
a curious fancy, but to your understanding and your heart; that
you may both know and feel what I sdy : and, indeed, if I should
aim at any thing else, I should be at once an egreglous trifler,
and a profane mocker of God. :

Now I have one serious question to put to you, upon a careful
review of what I have said ; and that is, Do you really hope in
your consciences, after you have impartially tried yourselves as
in the sight of God, that you have been converted or turned to
God ? Here is the work : I have plainly described it. But where
is the heart in which it has been wrought? Can you put your
hand upon your breast and say, ¢ Oh ! if I kpow myself, here is
the heart that has been the subject of it i Pause and think upon
this inquiry, and never be easy till you can give, at least, a prob-
able answer. '

I hope this will confirm the wavering hopes of some of you,
and enable you to draw the happy conclusion—¢ Well, if this be
conversion, I think I may venture to pronounce myself a con-
verted soul.” Then happy are yeindeed. I have not time to say
many comfortable things to you at present ; but go to your bibles ;
there you will find précious promises enough for you.' Live
and feast upon them, and ere long they will be all fulfilled to you,
and you shall live and feast with your Saviour in paradise.

But my main business to-day lies with the unconverted : and
have not some of you discovered yourselves this day to be such 2
Well, what is to be done now 2 Can you go on careless and se-
cure still under this tremendous conviction ? I hardly think any
of you are arrived to such a pitch of presumption and fool-hardi-
ness as this. Must you despair and give up all hopes of salva-
tion ? No, unless you choose it—I mean, unless you choose to
neglect the means appointed for your conversion, and harden
yourselves in sin. If you are determined on this course, then .
you may despair indeed—there is not the least ground of hope
for you. But should you now rouse out of your security, and
seek the Lord in earnest, you have the same encouragement to
hope which any one of the many millions of converts in heaven
or upon earth had, while in your condition : therefore let me
persuade you to take this course immediately.

L
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But when I begin to persuade, I am in Jeremiah’s perplexity :

¢ To whom shall I speak and give warning, that they may hear ?”’* *

Shall I speak to you, men of- business and hurry ? Alas ! you
have no leisure to mind such a trifle as 