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SERMON X

The Mediatoril Kingdom and Glories
of Jesus CurisT.' .
L T A
JOHN XVIL 37, |
Pilate therefire faid unto bim, Art thon a Kz’ngj.
then?  Yefus anfiwered, Thou Jayeft that I am
@ King. To this end was I born, and for this .

caufe’ came I into the warld, that T :/_bozg/d bear
witnefs unto the truth, '

£ 0" *INGS and kingdoms are the mofk :
< f:g;{“(” majeftic foundsg in the language of .
o« K % 2» mortals, and have filled the world
3?;;_& #% with noife, confufions, and. blood,
ﬁ@y““v., fince mankind firlt left the ftate
of nature, and formed themfelves into focieties, |
The difputes of kingdoms for fuperiority have
fet the world in arms from age to age, and de-
ftroyed or enflaved a confiderable part of the
human race, and the conteft is not yet decided. .
Vor. II, -~ - B - Obr



2 The mediatorial Kingdom and Serm.io,

Our country has been a region of peace and
tranquillity for a long time, but it has not been
becaufe the luft of power and riches is extinct
in the world, but becaufe we had no near
neighbours, whofe intereft might clath with
ours, or who were able tq difturb us. The
abfence of an enemy was our fole defence. But
now, when the colonies of the fundry European
nations on this continent begin to enlarge, and
approach towards each other, the fcene is
changed: now encroachmems, depredations,
barbarities, and all the terrors of war begin to
furround and alarm us. Now our country is
invaded and ravaged, and bleeds in a thoufand
veins. We have already *, fo early in the year,
received alarm upon alarm and we may ex-
pect the alarms to grow louder and louder as
the feafon advances.

Thefe commotions and perturbatlons have
had one good eftect upon me, and that is, they
have carried away my thoughts of late into a

- ferene and peaceful region, a region beyond the

reach of confufion and violence; I mean, the
kingdom-of the Prince of peace. And thither,

~ iy brethren, 1 would alfo tranfport your minds

_ ithis day, as the beft refuge from this boifterous
““world, and the moft agreeable manfion for the
lovers of peace and tranquillity. I find it ad-
vantageous both to you and myfelf to enter-

* 1ain you with thofe fub]e&s that have made the

deepeit

* This Sermon was preached in Hanover, Virginia, May g,

1756‘




Serm.10. Glories of Jesus CHRIST. 3

deepeft impreflion upon my own mind. And
this is the reafon why I choofe the prefent fub-
ject. In my text you hear one entering a claim
to a kingdom, whom you would conclude, if
you regarded only his outward appearance, to
be the meaneft and vileft, of mankind, To hear
- a powerful prince, at the head of a vitorious
army, attended with all the royalties of his cha-
racer, to hear fuch an one claim the kingdom
he had acquired by force of arms, would not
be ftrange. But here the defpifed Nazarene,
.rejected by his nation, forfaken by his follow-
ers, accufed as the worft of criminals, ftand-
ing defencelefs at Pilate’s bar, juft about to be
condemned and hung on a crofs, like a- male-
fattor and a flave, here he fpeaks in a royal
ftile, even to his judge, * I am a King : for this
* purpofe was I born; and for this caufe came
# ] into the world.* Strange language indeed
 to proceed from his lips in thefe circumftances!
But the truth is, a great, a divine perfonage is
concealed under this difguife; and his kingdom
is of fuch a nature, that his abafement and cru~.
cifixion were fo far from being a hindrance to
it, that they were the only way to acquire it.
Thefe fufferings were meritorious, and by thefe
he purchafed his fubjeCts, and a right to rule
them. '

The occafion of thefe words was this. The
unbelieving Jews were determined to put Jesus
to death as an impoftor. The true reafon of -
their oppofition to him was, that he had feverely

‘ . Ba expoled



4 The mediatorial Kingdom and. Serm.10.

expofed their hypocrify, claimed the character
of the Mefliah, without anfwering their expec-
tations as a temporal prince, and a mighty con-
queror, and introduced a new religion, which
fdperfeded the law of Mofis, in which they had
beén educated.” ” But this reafon they knew
would have but little weight with Pilase the
Roman governor, who was an’heathen, and had
no regard to their religion. They therefore
biing a charge of another kind, which they
khew would touch the governor very fenfibly,
and that was, that CurisT had fet himfelf up
as the king of the Jews, which was treafon a-
gaintt Cezfar the Roman emperor, under whofe
yoke they then were. This was all pretence
and artifice. ” They would now feem to be ve
loyal to the emperor, and unable to bear wi:K
any claims inconfiftent 'with his authority,
whereas, in"truth, théy were impatient of a fo-
reign government, and were watching for any
opportunity to fhake it off. And had CurisT
~ been really guilty of the charge they alledged
againft him, he would have been the more ac-
ceptable to them. Had he fet himfelf up as
king of the Jews, in oppofition to Cefar, and
employed his miraculous powers to make good
" his claim, the whole nation would have wel-
comed him as their deliverer, and flocked round

his ftandard. But JEsus came not'to wark a

deliverance of this kind, nor to eret fuch a
kingdom as they defired, and therefore they re-

. jected
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, jected hifi 4s-dn impoltor. This charge, how-
ever, they britig agamft him; i in order to carry
their point w1th the heathen g govemor . They
ktiew he was Zealous for the honour and inte-
reft of Ccejlzr fus ndaftef, and ‘Tzéerzus the then
Romén emperor, was fo ]ealous a prince, and
kept fo t man fpies over his goverriors in all the
provirices, . fﬁat the; were obfxged to be very
circdmfpet, and fhew the ffiGeft reg:ud for
his fights, in order to efcApe degradanon, or.a
feverer umfh’ment. It was this that deter-
iined Pilote, in the firuggle with his confci-
ence; to condemn  the innocent jEsus, - Hg
was dftdid the fews wou‘ld mform agamﬁ; him,

as difmiffing one that fet up as the rivalof Ce-
far, and tﬁe conﬁ:q‘uence of this he well knew. -
Thé jevs}s were fenfibfe of this, and therefore
théy it dpon thischarge, and at length plainly
tell him, < If thou lét this man go,, thou art not
s Cafar's frlend *  Pilate therefore, who cared
but littlé what innovations, CﬁRIST {hould ms
troduce into the Jem(h religion, thought pros
per to ‘inquire into this matter, dand alks him,
# Art thou the king of the Jews?* doft thou
indeed claim fuch a charader, which may in-
terfere with Cefar’s government? JEsus re-
plies, * My kingdom is'nat of this world ; as
much as to fay, “ I'do not deny that I claim 2
L kmgdom, but it is of fuch a nature that it

“¢ need give no alarm to the kings of the earth. .

«“ Thcu kingdoms ‘are of this world, but miné .
B 3} . ' JS
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t¢ is fpiritual and divine *, and therefore can-
“ not interfere with theirs. If my kingdom
“ were of this world, like theirs, I would take
¢ the fame methods with them to obtain and
** fecure it; my fervants would fight for me,
¢« that I fhould not be delivered to the Jews;
* but now, you fee, I ufe no fuch means for
my defence, or to raife me to my kingdom :
and therefore you may be affured, my king-
dom is not from hence, and can give the
Rormian emperor no umbrage for fufpicion, or
uneafinefs.”  Pilate anfwers to this purpofe,
‘Thou doft, however, fpeak of a kingdom ; and
* art thou a %ing then?” doft thou inany fenfe
claim that character? The poor prifoner bold-
1y replies, ® Thou fayeft that I am a king;” that
is, * Thou haft ftruck upon the truth: I am
¢ indeed a king in a certain fenfe, and nothing
< fhall conftrain me to renounce the title,” * To
¢ this end 'was I born, and for this caufe came
-« ] into the world, that I fhould bear witnefs
¢ to ‘the truth,” * particularly to this truth,
*¢ which now looks fo unlikely, namely, that I
“¢ am really a king. I was dorn to a kingdom
“¢ and a crown, and came into the world to take
¢ pofieflion

® Domitian, the Romen emperor, being apprehenfive that
"~ Crrast’s earthly relations might claim a kingdom in his right,
_inquimd of them concerning the nature of his kingdom, and when
and whore it fhould be fet up. They replied, ¢* It was not earth.
*< ly, but heavenly and angelical, and to be fet up at the end of -
#¢ the world.”.—"0 2oRINy iy 8O imiye®-, sean® 3 k) dylit
Nixp .’nrrxu'm’ iw) cwlidein W giavd: yonoopén.  Euses. Eccl
Butt. Iib. iii. cap. 29, '

({4
L {3
€¢
¢

L {4
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¢ pofleflion of my right.” This is that good
confeflion which St Pau/ tells us (¢) our Lord
witnefled before Pontius Pilate. Neitherthehopes
of deliverance, nor the terrors of death could
caufe him to retrat it, or renounce his claim.
In profecuting this fubje¢t I intend only to in-
quire into the nature and properties of the king-
dom of CxrisT. And in order to render my dif-
courfe the more familiar, and to adapt it to
the prefent ftate of our country, I {hall confider
this kingdom in contraft with the kingdoms of
the earth, with which we are better acquainted.
The fcriptures reprefent the Lord Jesus un-
der a great variety of charatters, which, tho
infufficient fully to reprefent him, yet in con-
junction affift us to form fuch exalted ideas of
this great perfonage, as mortals can reach. He
is a Surety, that undertook and paid the dread-
ful debt of obedience and fuffering, which fin-
ners owed to the¢ divine juftice and law. He is
a Prieft, a great High-Prieff, that once offered
himfelf as a facrifice for fin, and now dwells in
his native heaven at his Father’s right hand, as -
the advocate and interceffor of his people.: He
is a Prophet, who teaches his church in all ages
by his word and Spirit. He is the fupreme and
univerfal ‘fudge, to whom men and angels are
accountable; and his name is Jesus, a Savi-
our, becaufe he faves his people from their fins.
Under thefe auguft and endearing characters he
is often reprefented. - But there 1s one charac-
Bgs ter

{a) 2 Tim, vi. 13
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ter under which he is uniformly reprefented,
both in the Old and New Teftament, and that
§s'that of 'a King, & great King, invefted with
univerfal authority.  -And upon his appearance
§n the flefh, all nature, and efpecially the gofpel
church, is reprefented as placed under him, a$
his Krngbom.  Under this idea the Jews were
taught by their prophets to look for him, and
it was their underftanding thefe predictions of
fome illuftrious king that fthould rife from the

houfe of Dadid, in"a literal and ¢arnal fenfe,
that occafioned " their unhappy prejudices’con-
“cerning the Meffiah, as a fecular prince and
conqueror.’” Under this idea the Lord-Jesus
reprefented himfelf while upon carth, and un-
der this idea he'was publifhed to the world by
his apoftles. The greateft ki’ngé of the Jewifh
nation, particularly: David and Solemon, were -
types: of him; and many things are primarily
applied to them, which have their compleat and
final ‘accomplifhment in him alone. " It is to
lim ultimately ‘we are to apply the fecond
pfalm, ¢ T have fet my King, fays Jenovan,
* upon ty holy hill of Zion. Afk of me, and
# T will give thee the heathen for thine inheri- -
* tance, dnd the dtmoft parts of the earth for
¢ thy poffeflion’ (). "If we read the feventy
fecond pfaim we fhall eafily perceive that one
greater than Solmon is there. = In his days
*.fhall the righteous flourith; and abundance
* of peace fo long as the moon endureth.  All *
. S T * # kings

() Phalm ii. 6, 8
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# kings fhall fall down hefore him ; all nations
% fhall ferve him. His name fhall continue for
 ever; his pame fhall endure as.long as the
# fun: and ‘men fhall be blefled in him; and
# all natjops fhall call him blefled (¢). The
hundred and tenth pfalm is throughout a cele~
bration of the Kingly and pricftly office of
Cugist united: # The Lord, fays Dayd, faid
% unto my Lord,* unto that divine perfon who
is my Lord, and will alfo be my Son, “ §it thou
* at my right hand,” in the higheft honour and
autharity, * until I make thine engmies thy
¢ footftool. —— Rule thou in the midft of thiﬁe«.
# enemies. Thy people. fhall be willing in the:
“ dayméf th)"]; ?)quer,‘}éand fubmit to thee in-
crouds as numerous as the drops of morniang -
dew (). Fhe evangelical prophet. Jiaiap is of-,
~ ten tranfported with the forefight of .this illuf-.
trious King, and, the glorious kingdom. of his.
grace: * Unto. ys a child is born, unto,us a fon.
#"is given; and.the gaverament {hall be upon -
# his fhoulder: and he fhall be called.— tfe.
# Prince of peace. Of the increafe of his govern=~.
# menf and peace there fhall be.no end, upon.
- #_the throne of. David and upon his kingdom,
. * to'order and to eftablifh it with judgment and.
= juftice, from henceforth even for- ever (e).%-
"Thisis he whois defcribed, as another Dayid in..
Ezekiel's prophecy, * Thus faith the Lord, I..
# will take the children of Jfrael from gmong..
# the heathen, And I will make them one na-
S - % uon
{) P, Ixxii.7,f1,07,  (4) Pfal, cx. 1==3. (¢) Ifa,ix. 6,7,
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“ tion — and one %ing fhall be king to them all
# — even David my fervant fhall be king over
# them (f).» This is the kingdom reprefented
to Nebuchadnezzar in his dream, as * a ftone cut
= out without hands, which became a great
= mountain, and filled the whole earth. And
Daniel, in expounding the dream, having de-
fcribed the Babylonian, the Perfian, the Grecian,
and Roman empires, fubjoins, # In the days of
s thefe kings,” that is, of the Roman emperors,
# fhall the Gop of heaven fet up a kingdom,
» which fhall never be deftroyed: and the
# kingdom fhall not,” like the former, * be left
= to other people; but it fhall break in pieces
= and confume all thefe kingdoms, and it fhall
# ftand. for ever (g).* There 1s no charalter
which our Lord fo often affumed in the days
of his flefh, as that of tbe fon of man, and he no
doubt alludes to a majeftic vifion in Daniel,
the only place where this charaéter is given him
in the Old Teftament: * I faw in the night-
= vifions, fays Daniel, and behold, one like zbe
" ® fon of man came to the Antient of days, and
= there was given to him dominion, and glory
« and a Aingdom, that all people, nations and
# languages fhould ferve him: his dominion is
s an everlafting dominion, which fhall not pafs .
« away, and his kingdom that which fhall not
# be deftroyed (), like the tottering kingdoms -
of the earth, which are perpetually rifing and

falling.

/) Ezek. xxxvil. 21, 22, 24.  (g) Dan. ii. 34, 35, 44.
(4) Dan. vii. 13,14.
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falling. ‘This is the king that Zechariab refers
‘to when, in profpet of his triumphant entrance
.into Ferufalem, he calls the inhabitants to give
a proper reception, to fo great a prince. * Re-
* joice greatly, O daughter of Zion; fhout, O
« daughter of Fersufalem : behold, thy King com-
_ = eth unto thee, &¢. (s)* Thus the prophets
confpire to afcribe royal titles, and a glorious
kingdom to the Meffiah. And thefe early and
plain notices of him raifed a general expe@ta-
tion of him under this royal character. It was
from thefe prophecies concerning him as a King
that the Jews took occafion, as I obferved, to
look for the Meffiah as a Zemporal prince : and. -
it was a long time before the apoftles them- -
felves were delivered from thefe carnal preju-
dices. They were folicitous about pofts ofP hon-
our in that temporal kingdom which they ex-
pected he would fet up: and even after his re-
furre@ion they cannot forbear afking him,
# Lord, wilt thou at this time reftore again the
# kingdom to Ifrael (k)2 * that 15, < Wilt thou
4¢ now reftore the Jews to their former liberty
« and independency, and deliver them from
«¢ their prefent fubjection to the Romans?” It

was under this view that Herod was alarmed at

his birth, and fhed the blood of fo many inno-
cents that he might not-efcape. He was afraid
of him as the heir of David's family and crown,
who might difpoffefs him of the government N
nay, he was expected by other nations under

v the
(7) Zech. ix. 9. (§) A&tsi. 6.
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the character of 4 mighty king, and they no -
doubt ledrned this riotiort of himn frorh the Jeiw-

ifh prophecies, and their converfation witly thdt
-people.  Henced the Magi; ot éafternn wife mer,
when they came to pay homage to him upon
his birth, inquired after him in this language,
» Where is he that is born Zing of the Jews (/).%
And what is ftill mote remarkable, we are told
by two heathen Hiftorians, that about the time
of htis appearance & general expectation of himh
unider this charalter prevailed thtough the
world. ¢ Many, fays Tacitus; had a perfuafion
‘ that it wad eontained in the arcient wrifirigs
“ of the pricfts; that at that very time the eaft
¢ fhould prevail; and thdt fome défcended from
- ¢ “adea fhould obtain univerfal governtent*.”
Suotonsas {peaks to the fame purpofé, « An old
“ and' conftant opinion, fays he, ¢ommonly
¢ prevailed through all' the eaft, that it was in
“ the fates, that fome thould rife out of Fudés
“ whe fhould- obtain- the government of the

¢« worldf.”  This royal charater CHRIST

: himfclf
o (N Mate. i, e,
* Pluribes perfoafio inrat, antiquis facetddtiit litéris'contineri,

®0.ipfo tempore fore, ut valefcerat oriens, profectique Juded rerum -

potirentur.  Tacit. Hift, . 5. p. 621,

+ Percrebuerat oriente toto vetus & conftans opinio, efle in fatis,
‘ut eo tempore. Juded profe&ti rerum potirentur. SuET. in VEsp,
*. 4. .

* The famenefs of the expe&ation is remarkably evident from the
famenefd of the words in which thefe  two hiftorians exprefs it,
Fudéd profecti rerum potirentur, It was not only a common expee-
tation, but it was commonly exprefled in the fame language.

-
\
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himfelf afflumed, even when bd converfed among.
mortals in the humble form, of a . fervant
- # The father, fays he, has given, me powerover
 all flefh (m).> Xes, ® %ll; power in heanen.
# apd, earth 1s givem to me(n).* - Fhe gofpe}
church, which he ereéted is. moft: commonly
called the kngdom of heaven, or of Gap in.the.
evangelifts: and. when, he. was.about. to, intro-
duce 1it, this was the proclamation, * Tue-
#. KINGROM. OF HEAVEN, IS, AT HAND* - Un-
der this charactar. alfo his fervants and difciples.
celebrated and preached him. Gabréel led:'thes
fong in fortelling his birth tq his.mother. “He:
* fhall- be great, andithe Lard: fhall.give unto*
#. him the zbrone.of his father, David;, and” he
#.fhall reign over. the houfe ofi #acob for: ever:
“.and of; his kingdam there:fhall be na end{0).”
St Peter boldly tells the murderers of Curis T,
“.Gop hath made that.fame Jesvs, whom.you
# crucified, hoth, Lord; and CurisT(p),* and
# exalted him, with his own right hand; to be
“ a Prince and a Saviour.(¢).* And St Pawl
repeatedly reprefents him .as advanced # far a-.
“ bove, principality, and power, and might, and
~* dominion, and every. name: that: is named,
“ not, only in this wortld, but alfo.in that.which .
*# is.to come: and that,Gop hath put all things.
* under his feet, and given him to. be head over’
# all things to his church(7),* Yea, to him..

alpo .

{m) Johnxvii.2, . . . {x) Matt..xxviii,-13v - -
(o) Lukei. 32, 33, (#) A&s ii. 36.
tg) Adsv. 31, - () Eph.i 21,22, Phil ii,ge-tn. -
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all the hofts of heaven, and even the whole
creation in concert, afcribe ® power and ftrength,
# and honour and glory (sg).” Pilate the hea-
then was overruled to give a kind of accidental
teftimony to this truth, and to publith it to dif-
ferent nations by the infcription upon the crofs
in the three languages then moft in ufe, the
Latin, Greek, and Hebrew : * Tuis 1s JEsus oF
# NAZARETH THE KING OF THE JEWS ;* and
all the remonftrances of the Jews could not pre-
vail upon him to alter it. Finally, it is he that
~ wears “ upon his vefture and upon his thigh
“ this name written, KiNG oF KINGs, AND LorD
= or Lorps (¢);* and, as his name is, fo is he.
Thus you fee, my brethren, by thefe inftances
feleCted out of ‘many, that the &ingly charatter
and dominion of our Lord Jesus run through
the whole Bible. That of a King is his_favou-
' rite_character in which he glories, and which
is the moft expreflive of his office. And this
confideration alone may convince you that this
- charatter is of the greateft importance, and
worthy of your moft attentive regard.

It is the mediatorial kingdom of CHrisT that |
is here intended, not that which as Gop he ex-
ercifes over all the works of his hands: it is
that kingdom which is an emprre of grace, an
adminiftration of mercy over our guilty world.

~ It is the difpenfation intended for the falvation
of 'fallgn finners of our race by the gofpel, and
on this account the gope/ is often called the
L E kingdom

(1) Rev, v. 23, (/) Rep.xix 16, =~ -

*
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kingdom of Zeaven ; becaufe its happy confe-
quences are not confined to this earth, but ap-
pear in heaven in the higheft perfection, and
laft through all eternity. Hence not only the -
church of CurisT on earth, and the difpenfa-
tion of the gofpel, but all the faints in begven,
and that more finifhed oeconomy under which
they are placed, are all included in the &ingdom
of Carist. Here his kingdom is in its infan-
cy, but in heaven is arrived to perfetion; but
it is fubflantially the fame. Though the imme-
diate defign of this kingdom is the falvation of
believers of the guilty race of ‘man, and fuch
are its fubje&s in a peculiar fenfe; yet it ex-
tends to all worlds, to heaven, and earth, and
hell. The whole univerfe is put under a med;-
atorigl head, but then, as the apoftle obferves,
= he is made head over all things to his church,*
() that is, for the benefit and falvation of his
church. As Mediator he is carrying on a glo-
rious fcheme for the recovery of man, and all
parts of the univerfe are interefted or concern
themfelves in this grand event, and therefore
~ they are all fubjetted to him, that he may fo
‘manage them as to promote this end, and baf-
~ flle and overwhelm all oppofition. The e/e?
angels rejoice in fo benevolent a defign for peo-
pling their manfions, left vacant by the fall of
fo many of their fellow-angels, with colonies
traniplanted from our world, from a race of
creatures that they had given up for loft. And

therefore
() Eph. i, 22,
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therefore CuRrist as Mediator is made the head

of all'the Heavenly armii¢s, and he employs them
as * his miniftring, {pirits, to minifter to them
 that are heirs of falvation (w).# Thef glo-
rious creatures ate always on the wing: ready
to' difcharge his ordérs in any part of his vaft
ethpire, and delight to be employed in the fer-

vices-of hi§ mediatorial kingdom. This isalfo’

ani event irl' which the’ fallen angels deeply inte-
reft themfelves ; they have united all their force
ahd' art for near fix thoufand years to difturb
* ahd fubvert his kingdom, and blaft the defigns

of redeeming love, they therefore are all fub-

je&ed to the controul of CurisT, and he

~ fhortens ahd lengthens their chains as he pleafes,
and they’‘cannot go an hair’s breadth beyond .

his  permiffion. The fcriptures reprefent our
world in’its ftate of guilt and mifery as the
kingdom of Satan’; finners, while flaves to fin,
are his fubjeCts, and every act of ' difobedience
againft'Gob is an' act of homage to this infer-
nal prince: Hence’ Satan is'called * the Gop
# of this world (x); the prince of this world
#'(y) s the power of darknefs () ; the prince
#of the power of ‘the air, the Spirit that now
“ ‘worketh in' the children of 'difobedience (a).”
And finners are faid to be * taken captive by
® him at his will(4),*  Hence alfo the minif-
ters of 'Curist, who are employed to recover
S finners
(w) Heb. i. 14. * {#) 2 Cor. iv. 4.
(y) John xii. 31, (=) Luke xxii. 53.
() Eph. ii. 3. (6) 2 Tim, ii. 26,

\
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finners to a ftate of holinefs and happinefs,
- are reprefented as foldiers, armed for war; not

indeed with carnal weapons, but with thofe
which are fpiritual, plain trath, arguments,
and miracles; and * thefe are made mighty
« through Gop to the pulling down of ftrohg-
* holds, cafting down imaginations, and every
# high thing that exalteth itfelf againft the
= knowledge of Gop, and bringing into cap-
“ tivity every thought to the obedience of
¢ Chnft (c).* And chriftians in geéneral are
reprefented as *# wreftling, not with fleth and
# blood, but againft principalities, againft pow-
# ers, againft the rulers of the darknefs of
s this world, againft fpiritual wickednefles in
# high places (¢).* Hence alfo in particular

it is that the death of CHRrIsT is reprefented

not as a defeat, but as an illuftrious congueft
gained over the powers of hell ; becaufe, by
thefe means a way was opened for the deli-
verance of finners from under their power,
and reftoring them into liberty and the favour
of Gop. By that ftrange contemptible weapon,
the crofs, and by the glorious refurrection of
Jesus, he * fpoiled principalities and powers,

# and made a fhew of them openly, triumph-

# ing over them (¢).* * Through death, fays
« the apoftle, he deftroyed him that had the
» power of death; thatis, thedevil (). * Had
not CHrisT by his death offered a propitiatory
Vor. II. C facrifice
() 2 Cor. X. 3, 4, v (d) Eph. vi. i2. '

{e) Col. ii. 15, : (/) Heb. ii, 14.
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facrifice for the fins of men, they would have
continued for ever under the tyranny of Satan,
but he has purchafed liberty, life, and falva~
tion for them; and thus he hath deftroyed the
kingdom of darknefs, and tranflated multi-
tudes from it into his own gracious and glorious
kingdom.

Hence, upon the right of redemption, his me-
diatorial authority extends to the infernal re-
gions, and he controuls and reftrains thofe ma-
lignant, mighty, and turbulent potentates, ac-
cording to his pleafure. Farther, the snani-
mate world ® conneted with our Lord’s defign
to fave finners, and therefore is fubjected to
him as Mediator. He caufes the fun to rife,
the rain to fall, and the earth to yield her in-
creafe to furnith provifion-for the fubjects of
his Grace, and to raife, fupport, and accom-
modate heirs for his heavenly kingdom. As
for the fons of men, who are more immediately
concerned in this kingdom, and for whofe fake
it was ereCted, they are all its fubjes; but
then they are of different forts, according to
their charaCters. Multitudes are rebe/s againft
his government ; that is, they do not volunta-
rily fubmit to his authority, nor chufe to do his
fervice: they will not obey his laws. But they
are his fubjetts notwithftanding ; that is, he
rules and manages them as he pleafes, whether
they will or not. This power is neceffary to
carry on fuccefsfully his gracious defign to-
wards his people, for unlefs he had the manage-

h ment
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ment of his enemies, they might baffle his un-
dertaking, and fuctefsfully counteratt the pur-
pofes of his love. The kings of the earth,
as well as vulgar rebels of a private cha-
ralter, have often fet themfelves againft his
kingdom, and fometimes they have flattered
- themfelves they had entirely demolifhed it*.
But Jesus reigns abfolute and fupreme over
the kings of the earth, and over-rules and
controuls them as he thinks proper; and he
- difpofes all the revolutions, the rifes and falls
of kingdoms and -empires, {0 as to be fubfer-
vient to the great defigns of his mediation;
and their united policies and powers cannot-
fruftrate the work which. he has undertaken.
But befides thefe rebellious involuntary fub-
jets, he has (bleffed be his name!) gained the
confent of thoufands, and they have become
his willing fubjects by their own choice. .They
regard his authority, they love his government, -
they make it their ftudy to pleafe him, and
to do his will. Over thefe he exercifes a go-
vernment of fpecial grace here, and he will
make them the happy fubje@s of the kingdom
of his glry hereafter. And it is his govern-
ment over thefe that I intend more particu-
larly to confider. Once more, the kingdom of’
Esus 1s not, confined to this world, but all
the millions of mankind in the snvifible world
: C2 . are

* Inthe voth and laft Roman perfecution Dioc/effan had a me-
dal firuck with this infcription, ¢ The chriftian name demolithed,
¢¢ and the worfhip of. the gods reftored,” -
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are under. bis dominion, and will continue fo
to everlafting ages. * He is the Lord of the

# dead and the living (g);* and has the keys

of Hades, the vaft invifible world, (including

heaven as well as hell) and of death®(b). Itis

he that turns the key, and opens the door of
death for mortals to pafs from world to world.

It is he that opens the gates of heaven, and -

welcomes and admits the nations that keep the
commandments of Gop. And it is he that
opens the prifon of hell, and locks it faft upon

the prifoners of divinejuftice. He will for ever
* exercife authority over the vaft regions of the
unfeen world, and the unnumbered multitudes
of fpirits with which they are peopled. You
hence fee, my brethren, the univerfal extent of
the Redeemer’s kingdom,and in this refpect how
much does it differ from all the kingdoms of the
earth? The kingdoms of Great Britain, France,
China, Perfia, are but little {pots of the globe.
Our world has indeed been opprefied in former
times with what mortals call univerfal monar-
chies ; fuch were the Babylonian, the Perfian, the
Grecian, and efpecially the Roman. But 1n truth,
thefe were fo far from being ftrictly univerfal,
that a confiderable part of the habitable earth
was not fo much as known to them. But this
is an empire ftritly univerfal, It extends over
land and fea; it reaches beyond the planetary
worlds, and all the luminaries of heaven, nay,
‘beyond the throne of the moft exalted arch-
o angels ;

(g) Rom, xiv, 9. () Rev, i. 18,

o

1




Serm.10. Glories of Jesus CHRIST. 21
angels, and downward to the loweft abyfs in
hell. An univerfal empire in the hands of a
mortal, is an huge, unwieldy thing; an heap of
confufion ; a burden to mankind; and it has
always  rufhed headlong from its glory, and
fallen to pieces by its own weight. But Jesus
is equal to the immenfe province of an empire
ftri¢ly univerfal. His hand is able to hold the
reins, and i is the blefling of our world to be
under his adminiftration. He will turn what
appears to us fcenes of confufion into perfect
order, and convince all worlds, that he has not
taken one wrong ftep in the whole plan of his
infinite govérnment. o
The kingdoms of the world have their /Jaws
and ordinances, and fo has the kingdom of
Curist. Look into your Bibles, and there
ou will find the laws of this kingdom, from
its firft foundation immediately upon the fall
of man. The laws of human governments
are often defeCtive, or unrighteous, but thefe
are perfect, holy, juft, and good. Human laws
are enforced with fan&ions, but the rewards
and punithments can only affet our mortal bo-
dies, and cannot reach beyond the prefent life.
But the fanétions of thefe divine laws are ezer-
nal, and there never fhall be an end to their
execution. Ewerlafling happinefs, and everlafling
mifery, of the moft exquifite kind, and the
higheft degree, are the rewards and punifh-
ments which the immortal king di(?ributes
- C3 : among



22 The -mediatorial Kingdom and Serm.ro.

among his /mmortal {ubjets, and. they become
his character, and are adapted to their nature.
. Human laws extend only to oxzward altions,
but thefe laws reach the beart, and the princi-
ple of action -within. Not a fecret thought
© pot a motion of the foul, is exempted from
them. If the fubjetts of earthly kings obferve
a decorum in their outward conduét, and give
no vifible evidence of difloyalty, they are treated
as good fubjelts; though they fhould be ene-
mies in thew hearts. * But Jesus is the Lord
# of fouls;* he makes his fubjets bow their
hearts, as well as the-dnee to him. - He fweetly
commands their thoughts and affections, as
well as their external practice, and makes him-
felf inwardly beloved, as well as outwardly
obeyed. His fubjets are fuch on whom he
may depend. ‘They are all ready to lay down
their lives for him. Love, cordial, unfeigned,
ardent love, is the principle .of all their obe-
dience; and hence it is that his commandments
are not grievous, but delightful to them, :

~ Other kings have their miniflers and offcers of

ftate. In like manner Jesus employs the armies
of heaven as miniftring fpirits in his mediatorial
kingdom : befides thefe he has minifters of an
~ humbler form, who negotiate -more imme-
diately in his name with mankind. Thefe are
entrufted with the miniftry of reconciliation, to
~ befeech men, in his ftead, to be reconciled to
Gop. Thefe are appointed to preach his word;
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to adminifter his ordinances, and to manage
the affairs.of - his kingdom. This view gives a
peculiar dignity and importance to this office.
, Thefefhould be adorned, not like the minifters
of earthly courts, with the trappings of gold
and filver, but with the beauties of holinefs, the
ornament of a meek and quiet, zealous and
faithful fpirit, and a life becoming the gofpel -
of CHRIsT. ,

Other kings have their fo/diers: fo all the le:
gions of the elect angels, the armies of heaven,
are the foldiers of Jesus CurisT, and under
his command: This he afferted, when he was
in fuch defencelefs circumftances, that he feem-
ed to be abandoned by heaven and earth. =1
% could. pray to my Father, fays-he, and he
“ would fend me more than twelve legions of
+ angels (7).* I cannot forbear reading to you
one of the moft majeftic deferiptions of this
all-conquering hero and his army, which the
language of mortality is capable of (Z). * I faw
“ heaven opened, fays St. Jobn, and behold a
# white horfe,” an emblem of vittory and tri-
umph, * and he that fat upon him was called
. “Farrurur and True* How different a
charalter from that of mortal conquerors!
~ “And in righteoufhefs he doth judge and make
# war.* War is generally a fcene of injuftice
and lawlefs violence, and thofe plagues of man-
kind we call heroes and warriors ufe their arms

Cy ~ to

v -

() Matt, xxvi, 5v3. " (&) Rev. xix. 11, 16.
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to gratify their own avarice or ambition, and
make incroachments upon others. Jesus the
prince of peace makes war too, but it is in
rigbteoufmjf:c it is in the caufe of righteoufnefs
- he takes up arms.  The divine defcription pro-
ceeds ; * His eyes were as a flame of fire; and
# on his head were many crowns,” emblems of

his manifold authority over the various king- .
doms of ‘the world, and the various regions

of the univerfe, * And he was clothed with
# a vefture dipt in blood,” in the blood of his
enemies; # and his name was called Tke word of
» Gop: and the armies which were in heaven fol-

- = Jowed him upon white horfes, clothed in fine
# linen white and clean:* the whiteft innocence
and purity, and the beauties of holinefs, are,as it
were, the uniform, the regimentals of thefe celef-

tial armies. * And out of his mouth goeth a

# fharp fword, that with it He fhould fmite the
# nations : and he fhall rule them with a rod of

#iron; and he treadeth the wine-prefs of the
# fiercenefs and wrath of Almighty Gop ; and
# he hath on his vefture and on his thigh a

# name Wwritten, KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF

# rorps.* In what manner the war is carried

‘on between the armies of heaven, and the pow-
ers of hell, we know not; but that there is

really fomething of ‘this kind, we may infer
from Rev. xii. 7, 9. * There was war in hea-

“ ven: Michael and his angels fought againft the

# dragon ; and the dragon fought and his an-

* gels,and prevailed not, neither was there place
o * found

S
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» found any more in heaven. And the great

© dragon was caft out, that old ferpent called |

# the Devil and Satan.”

Thus you fee all the hofts of heaven are

wolunteers under the captain of our falvation.
Nay, he marfhals the ftars, and calls them by
their names. * The ftars in their courfes, fays

. the fublime Deborab, fought againft Sifera”
the enemy of Gobp’s people (/). Every part of

~ the guilty fons of men. The fubjeéts of his *

the creation ferves under him, and he can com-
miffion a gnat, or a fly, or the meaneft infect,
to be the executioner of his enemies, Fire
and water, hurricanes and earthquakes; earth-
quakes which have fo lately fhattered fo great
a part of our globe, now tottering with age,

“and ready to fall to pieces, and bury the guilty

inhabitants in its ruins, all thefe fight under
him, and confpire to avenge his quarrel with

Grace in particular are all fo many foldiers:
their life is a conftant warfare ; and they are
inceffantly engaged in hard confli¢t with temp-
tations from without, and the infurreétions of
fin from within. Sometimes alas! they fall;
but their general lifts them up again and in-
fpires them with ftrength to renew the fight.
They fight moft fuccefsfully upon their knees.
This is the moft advantageous pofture for the
foldiers of Jesus Curist; for prayer brings
down recruits from heaven in the hour of dif-
ficulty. They are indeed but poor weaklings
and invalids; and yet they overcome through

. the
(7) Judges v, 2o,
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the blood of the Lams, and he makes them
conquerors, yea, more than conquerors. It is
the military character of chriftians that gives
the apoftle occafion to addrefs them in the mi-
litary ftile, like a general at the head of his
army (/). * Be ftrong in the Lord, andin the
= power of his might. Put on the whole ar-
s mour of Gobp, that {le may be able to ftand
* againft the wiles of the devil. Stand there-
* fore, having your loins girt about with truth,
# and having on the breaft-plate of righteouf-
» nefs, and your feet fhod with the preparation
# of the gofpel of peace ; above all, taking the
= fhield of faith, wherewith ye fhall be able to
# quench all the fiery darts of the wicked. And
* take the helmet of falvation, and the fword
= of the fpirit, which is the word of Gobp,
« praying always with all the prayer-and fup-
@ plication.” The minifters of the gofpel 1n
particular, and efpecially the apoftles, are fol-
diers, or officers, in this fpiritual army: Hence
St Paul fpeaks of his office, in‘the mili-
tary ftyle; # I have, fays he, fought a good
= fight (m). We war, fays he, though it be not
= after the fleth.” The humble doftrines of the
crofs are our weapons, and thefe “ are mighty
= through Gop, to demolifh the ftrong-holds.”
of the prince of darknefs, and to * bring eve
= thought into” a joyful * captivity to the obe-
= dience of faith (). Fight the good fight,
, - *fays

(/) Eph. vi. to==18. (m) 2 Tim.iv. 7. (s) 2 Cor. x. 3—3.
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“fays he to Timothy (s); and ‘again, thou

= therefore endure hardnefs, as a good foldier
# of JesusCurist(p).* The great defign of the

~ gofpel-miniftry is to refcue enflaved fouls from-
the tyranny of fin and Sazan, and to recover.

them into a ftate of liberty and loyalty to
Jesus CurisT ; or, in the words of the apoftle,
* to turn them from darknefs to light, and from
= the power of Satan unto Gop (¢).* Mortals
indeed are very unequal for the conflit, but
their fuccefs more confpicuoufly fhews that the
* excellency of the power is of Gop.* And many
have they fubdued, through his ftrength, to the
obedience of faith, and made the willing cap-
tives of the crofs of our divine Emmanuel,
Other kingdoms are often founded in blwd,
and many lives are loft on both fides in ac=
quiring them, The kingdom of CHRIST too
was founded in blood ; but it was the blood of
his own beart : life was loft in the confli¢t; but
it was his own ; his own life loft, to purchafe
life for his people. Others have waded to em-

pire through the blood of mankind, and even

of their own fubjects, but CurisT fhed only his
own blood to fpare that of his foldiers. The
general devotes his life as a facrifice to fave his
-army. ‘The Fabii and Decii of Rome, who de<
voted themfelves for their country, were but
faint fhadows of this divine bravery. O! the
generous patriotifin, the ardent love of the cap-
tain of our falvation! How amiable does his

S character

() 1 Tim, vi. 12.  (p) 2 Tim, xi. 3.  (g) A&s xxvi. 18.
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charatter appear, in contraft with that of the
kings of the earth! They often facrifice the

lives of their fubjeéts, while they keep them-

felves out of danger, or perhaps are rioting at
eafe in the pleafures and luxuries of a court,
but Jesus engaged in the conflit with death
and hell alone. He ftood a fingle champion in
a field of blood. He conquered for his
people by falling himfelf: he fubdued his
and their enemies by refigning himfelf to their
power. Worthy is fuch a general to be Com-
wmander in Chief of the hofts of Gop, and to

lead the armies of heaven and earth. Indeed .

much blood has been fhed in carrying on this
kingdom. The earth has been foaked with the

- blood of the faints; and millions have refifted

even unto blood, ftriving againft fin, and no-
bly laid down their lives for the fake of CurisT
and a good confcience. Rome has been re-
markably the feat of perfecution; both for-
merly under the Heathen Emperors, and in later

“times, under a fucceffion of Popes, flill more
- bloody and tyrannical. There were no lefs

than ten general perfecutions under the Heathen
Emperors, through the vaft Roman empire, in

~ a httle more than two hundred years, which

followed one another in a clofe fucceflion; in

which innumerable multitudes of chriftians loft ..

their lives by an endlefs variety of tortures.
And fince the church of Rome has ufurped her
authority, the blood of the faints has hardly
ever ceafed running in fome country or other ;

though
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though, blefled be Gop, many kingdoms fhook
~ off the yoke at the ever memorable period of
the Reformation, above two hundred years ago,
which has greatly weakened that perfecuting
power.This is that myftical Babylon,that was re-
prefented to Stobn, as * Drunken with theblood -
# of the faints, and with theblood of the mar-
tyrs of Jefus.*(r) In her was found the blood
of the prophets,and- of the faints, and of all that
were {lain upon the earth.(s) And thefe {cenes of
blood are ftill perpetrated in France, that plague
of Europe, that has of late ftretched her mur-
derous arm acrofs the wide ocean to difturb us
in thefe regioiis of peace. There the Proteffants
areftill plundered, chained to the gallies, broken
alive upon the torturing wheel, denied the poor
favour of abandoning their country and-their
. all, and flying naked to beg their bread in other
nations. ‘Thus the harmlefs fubjets of the
Prince of peace - have been flaughtered from age
_to age, and yet they are reprefented as trium-
phant conquerors. Hear a poor perfecuted
Paul on this head: * In tribulation, in diftrefs,
# in perfecution, in nakednefs, in peril and
* fword, we are conguerors, we are more than
# conquerors, through him that loved us.(z)*
# Thanks be to Gop which always caufeth us
* to triumph in CurisT.(2)* * Whatfoever is
# born of Gob,* fays St Jobn, * overcometh the
- world-

() Rev.avi. 6. (s) Ch. xviii. 24
. {#) Rom. viii, 36, 37. (s) 2 Cor. ii. 14.
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# world.*(x) Whence came that glorious army
which we fo often fee in the Revelation? Weare
told, # they came out of great tribulation.(y)*
* And they overcame. by the blood of the Lamb,
# and by the word of their teftimony ; and they
# ]oved not their lives unto the death.(z)* They
that fuffered tortures and death under the beatft,
are faid, “ to have gotten the wifory over him
(a).* Vitory and triumph found ftrange when.
thus afcribed. But the gofpel helps us to un-,
derftand this myftery. By thefe fufferings they
obtained the illuftrious crown of martyrdom,
and pecuhiar degrees of glory and happinefs
through anendlefs duration. Their death was
but a fhort tranfition from the loweft and more -
remote regions of their redeemer’s kingdom
into his 1mmediate prefence and glorious
court in heaven. A temporal death is rewarded
with an immortal life ; and * their light af-
# flictions, which were but for a -moment,
# wrought out for them a far more exceeding
* and eternal weight of glory.(4)* Even in the
agonies of torture their fouls were often filled
with fuch delightful fenfations of the love of
Gop, as fwallowed up the fenfations of bodily:
pain ; and a bed of flames was fweeter to them'
~than a bed of rofes. Their fouls were beyond:
. the reach of all the inftruments of torment, and
as for their bodies they fhall yet have a glorious:
refurrettion to ablefled immortality, And now
‘ ' Ileave

()1 John.v. 4. ()Ch.vii.14. (%) Ch. xii. 11,
(a) Ch. xv. z. (8) 2 Cor.ivi17.
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I leave you to judge, whether they or their ene-
mies got the victory in this conflict ; and which
had moft caufe to triumph. Like their mafter,
they rofe by falling ; they triumphed over their
enemies by fubmitting, like lambs, to their

- power. If the foldiers of other-generals die in
the field, it is not in the power of their com-
manders to reward them. But the foldiers of
Jesus CHrist by dying, are,as it were,carried in
triumph from the field of blood, into the pre-
fence of their mafter to receive his approba-
tion, and a glorious crown. Death puts them
into a capacity of receiving and enjoying greater
rewards than they are capable of 1n the prefent
ftate. And thus it appears, that his foldiers
always win the day ; or as the apoftle exprefies
it, He * caufes them afways to triumph;* and
not one of them has ever been or ever fhall be
defeated, however weak and helplefs in him-
felf, and however terrible the power of his ene-
mies. And O! when all thefe warriors meet
at length from every corner of the earth, and as
it were, pafs inreview before their general in
the fields of heaven, with their robes wafthed in
his blood, with palms of vitory in their hands,
and crowns of glory on their heads, all drefled
in- uniform with garments of falvation, what a
glorious army will they make! And how will
they caufe heaven to ring with fhouts of joy
and triumph ! . v

The founders of earthly kingdoms are fa- -

mous for their heroic ations. They have
' S braved -
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braved the dangers of fea and land, routed
powerful armies, and fubjected nations to their
will. They have fhed rivers of blood, laid ci~
ties in ruins, and countries in defolation. Thefe
are the exploits which have rendered the Alex-
anders, the Cefars, and other conquerors of this
world famous thro’ all nations and ages. Jefus
had his exploits too ; but they were all of the
gracious and beneficent kind.  His conquefts were
{o many deliverances, and his viCtories falvations.
He fubdued, in order to fet free; and made
.captives to deliver them from flavery. He con-
quered the legions of hell, that feemed let loofe
at that time, that he might have opportunity
of difplaying his power over them, and that
mankind might be fenfible how much they need-
ed a deliverer from their tyranny. He trium-
phed over the temptations of Satan in the wil-.
dernefs by a quotation from his own word.
He refcued wretched creatures from his power
by .an almighty command. He conquered the
moft inveterate and ftubborn difeafes, and re- -
ftored health and vigour with a word of his
~ mouth. He vanquifhed ftubbora fouls with the
_ power of his love, and made them his willing
people. He triumphed over death the king of
terrors, and delivered - Lazarus from the prifon
of the grave, as an earneft and firft-fruits of a-
general refurreCtion. Nay, by his own inhe-
rent powers he broke the bonds of death, and

~ forced his way to his native heaven. He de-
» ftroyed him that had the power of death, 7. }f'
o the
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- the Devil, by his own death, and laid the foun~ -
dation in his own bloed for deftroying  his
ufurped kingdom, and forming a glorious king~
dour of willing fubjects redeemed from his tya
ranny. The death of fome great conquerors,
particularly of ‘fulius Czfar, is faid to be progs
nofticated or attended with predigies : but none
equal to thofe which folemnize§ the death of
Jesus. The carth trembled, the rocks burft to
pieces, the vail of the temple was rent, the
heavens were clothed in mourning, and the
dead ftarted into life, And no wonder, when
the Lord of nature was expiring upon a crofs.
He fubdued and calmed the ftormy wind, and
the boifterous waves of the fea. In fhort, he

fhewed an abfolute fovereignty over univerfal
nature, and managed the moft unruly elements
with a fingle word. Qther conquerors have
gone from countryto country, carrying defos
lation along with them 3 Yefus went about doing
good.  His miraculous powers were but powers
of miraculous mercy and beneficence, He could
cafily have advanced himfeif to a temporal
kingdom, and routed all the forces of earth ;.
but he had no ambition of this kind. He that
raifed Lazarus from the grave could eafily re-
ftore his foldiers to vigar and life, after they
had been wounded ‘or killed. He that fed five
thoufand with. five loaves and two fifhes, could
have fupported his army with plenty of provis
fion in the greateft fcarcity, He that walked
upon the baifterous ocean, and enabled Peter

Vor. 1k b 1o
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to do the fame, could eafily have tranfported
his forces from country tacountry, without the
conveyance of fhips. Nay, he was capable by
his own fingle power to have gained univerfal
conqueft. . What could all the armies of the
carth have done againft him, who ftruck an -
armed company down to the earth with a word
of his mouth? But thefe were not the victo-
ries he affected. Victories of grace, deliver-
ances for the opprefled, falvation for the loft,
thefe were his heroic aftions. He glories in
his being mighty to fave (¢). When his warm
difciples made a motion that he fhould employ
his miraculous powers to punifh the Samsrizans,
who ungratefully refufed him entertainment,
he rebuked them, and anfwered like the Prince
of peace, * The fon of man is not come to
# deftroy mens lives, but to fave.(d)* He
© # came to feck and to fave that which was
# loft.#(¢) O how amiable a charalter this !
How much more lovely the Saviour of finners,
the Deliverer of fouls, tham the enflavers and de-
ftroyers of mankind, which is the general cha-
racter of the  renowned heroes of our world ?
Who has ever performed fuch truly heroic and
brave actions as this almighty conqueror? He
" has pardoned the moft aggravated crimes, in a
confiftency with the honaurs of the divine go-
vernment : he has delivered an innumerable
multitude of immortal fouls from the tyranny
of fin, and the powers.of hell, fet the pnifofnem '
L . Tee,
() Haiah Ixiii, 1. (4) Lukeix. 56. - . (e)Luke xix. 10.
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free, and brought them into the liberty of the
Softof God; he has peopled heaven with re«
deemed flaves, and advanced them to royal dig-
nity. * All his fubjets are kings.'({ wa %’o him
# that ovércometh, fays he, will I grant-to fit
# with'me in my throne, even as 1 alfa -over=
¢ came, and am fet down with my father in his
. # throne.(g)* They fhall 4l] be adorned with
“roydl robes and crowns of unfading glory,
They are ddvancéd to empire aver their luits
and paflions, and all their enemies. Wha ever
gave fuch encouragement to-his foldiers as this
# If we fuffer with him, we know we thall
# alfp reign with him }(b)* What mortal gene~
ral ¢ould beftow immortality and perfect hap-
pinefs upon his favorites? But thefe boundlefs |
bleflings Jesus has to beffow, Inhuman go-
vernments. merit is often negle€ted, and thofa
who ferve their country beft are often re-
. warded with degradation, But nong have ever -
ferved the King of kings in vain, The leaft
good ation, even the giving a cup of water ta
one.of his neceffitous faints, fhall not pafs un-=
rewarded in- his government, o
Other kings hdve their arms, their fwords,
their cannon, dnd other inftruments of deftruc-
tion ; and with thefe they acquire and defend
their dominions. Jesus, qur King, has his arms
* too, but O ! of how differenta kind ? The force
- of evidence and conviGion in his doctrine, at-
wited with miracles, the energy of his dying
. ' D2 love
(/) Rev.i.6.  (g) Rev.iiiar. (£} 3 Tim.ii. 12.

1
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'love, the gentle, and yet efficacious influence of
his holy Spirit, thefe are the weapons with
which he conquered the world. His gofpel is
the great magazine, from whence his apoftles,
the firft founders of his kingdom, drew their,
arms; and with thefe they fubdued the nations
to the obedience of faith. * The gofpel, fays
# St Paul, is the power of Gop unto falva-=
% tion.(7)* The humble doctrines of the crofs
became almighty, and bore down all before
them, - and after a time fubdued the vaft Roman
empire,which had fubdued the world. The holy,
Spirit gave edge and forcg to thefe weapons; and
blefled be Gop, tho' they are quite impotent
without his affiftance, yet, whenhe concurs,they
are ftill fuccefsful. Many ftubborn finners have
been unable to refift the preaching of CurisT
crucified. They have found him indeed the power
of Gop. And is it not aftonifhing that any one
fhould be able to ftand it out againft his dying
love, and continue the enemy of his crofs 7 * I,
# fays he, if I be lifted up from the earth,” 7. e.

if I be fufpended on the crofs, * will draw all
“ men unto me.(£)* You fee he expeted his

crofs would be an irrefiftible weapon. And
O! blefled Jesus, who can fee thee expiring
there in agonies of torture and love, who can
fee thy blood gufhing in ftreams from ever

vein, who can hear thee groaning there, andnot
melt into fubmiffion at thy feet ? Is there.one

o heart
(i) Rom. .i. 16. - (%) John xii. 32. '
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heart in this affembly proof againft the energy”
of this bleeding, agonizing, dying love? Me-’
thinks fuch a fight mu/ kindle a correfpondent
affetion in your hearts towards him ; and itis
an exploit of wickednefs, it is the laft defperate
effort of an impenetrable heart, to be ableto
refit. - ' e
Other conquerors march at the head of their
troops, with all the enfigns of power and gran-
deur, and their forces numerous, inured to war,
and well armed,and from fuch appearances and
preparations who is there but wgat expells vic~
- tory?- But fee the defpifed Nazarene, without
riches, without arms, without forces, conflict-
“ing with the united powers of earth and hell ;
or fee-a company of poor fithermen and a tent-
maker, with no other powers but thofe of doing’
good, with no other arms but thole of reafon,
and the ftrange unpopular dotrines of a cru-
cified CurisT, fee the profefled followers of a
‘mafter that was hung like a malefactor.and a
flave, fee thefe men marching out to encounter
the powers of darknefs, the whole ftrength of
the Roman empire, the lufts, prejudices-and ins
terefts of all nations, and travelling from coun-
- try to country, without guards, without friends,
“expoled to infult and contempt, to the rage of
perfecution, to all manner of tortares and deaths
~which earth or hell could invent : fee this little
_army marching into the wide world, in thefe
“-circamftances, and can you -expe@ they will
-have any fuccefs ? Does this appear a pras
L 3 mifing
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mifing expedition ?'No ; human realon would.
forebode they will foon be cut in pieces, and
the Chriftian caufe buried with them.  But
thefe unpromifing champions, with the aid of:
the Holy Spirit, conquered the world, and fpread
the Religion of the crucified Jesus among all
nations. It is true they loft their lives in the
caufe, like brave foldiers ; but the caufe did not
die with them. ‘Their blood proved. the feed
of the church. ‘Their caufe is immortal and:
invincible. Let devils in hell, let Heathens,
Jews and Mahometans, let Atheifts, Free-think-
ers, Papifts, and perfecutors of every charalter,
do their worft ; ftill this caufe will live in fpite
-of them. Al the ¢nemies of Curist will be
obliged to gonfefs at laft, with Jaulian the apof-
tate Romar emperor, who exerted all his art to
abolith Chriftanity, but, when mortally woun-
ded in battle, outrageoufly fprinkled his blood
sowards heaven, and cricd out, ¥icifli, O Galilees
¢ Thou haft conquered, O Galilean.” Yes, m{

brethren, Jesus, the prophet of Galilee, will
~ puih his conquefts from country to country un-<
til ali nations fubmit to him, ~ And blefled be
his name, his vitorious arm has reached to us
~_jn thefe ends of the earth. Here he has fubdued
forme obftinate rebels, and made their reluctant
fouls willingly bow in affe&ionate homage to
him. And may I not produce fome of you as
the trophies of his victory ? Has he not roeted
out the enmity of your carnal minds,-arid fweet-
ly conftrained you te the moft-affectionate obe-
A = dience ?
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dience ¥ Thus, bleffed:Jrsus! thiis go on:con-
guering, and to conquer. . * Gird thy fword
# upon thy thigh; O moft mighty,’* and in th!

glory and: majefty ride profperoufly- throug

our land, and make this country 2 dutiful pro-
vince of .the dominion' of thy grace. - My ‘bre-
thren, fhould :we all become his willing fub-
jeéts, he'would no langer fuffer the perfidiods
flaves of- Framce, and their- favage allies, - to
chaftifeand punith us for our rebelion againft
him ; but. # peace fhould again rum down likea
* river, and righteonfnefs like a mighty ftream:**

The kingdoms of the world have their rift)
their progrefs, perfection, declenfion, and ruin.
And in thefe things, the kingdom of CurisT
bears fome refemblance to them, ex:ccptmg that

it fhall never have an end.

Its rife. was. {mall at firft, and it has paﬂ'ecl
through many revolutions in various ages. R
was firft.founded in the family of Adam, but in ’
about 1600 years,the fpace between the creation
and the flood, it was almoft demolithed by the
wickednefs of - the world, and at: length con~-
fined to the little fammily of Nesh. After the
flood, the world foon fell into 1da!atry, but,
that this kingdom of CurisT might not be de.
ftroyed quite, it was ereCted in the family of
Abrabam ; and among the Jews it continued
until the coming of Curist in the fleth. This
was indeed but the infancy of his kingdom,
and indeed is feldom called by that name, It
is the: Gofpel-Conihtutxon, that is reprefented
_ D4 as



o The mediatorial Kingdemg .aizd Serm.16,

as the kingdom of Curist, In afpécial fenfe,
‘This was but very fmall and unpromifing at
fir®, When its founder was dying upon Cals
#pary, and all his followers-had forfaken him
and fled, who would have thought it would
ever have come to any thing, ever ‘have recos
vered 2 But it revived with him ; .and, when he
furnifhed his apoftles with gifts and graces for
their miffion, and fent them forth to increafe
his kingdom, it made its progrefs through the
world with amazing rapidity, notwithftanding
‘3t met with very early and powerful oppofition,
The chs fet themfelves againft it, and railed
perfecytions againft its minifters, wherever they
went, And prefently the tyrant Nero employ-
td all the paewer of the Roman empire to cruth
thems. Peter, Paul, and thoufands of the Chrif-
tians fell a prey to his rage, like {heep for the
flanghter. This perfecution was continued uns
der his fucceflors, with but little interruption,
for about two hundred years. '
- But,under all thefe prefiures, the church borg
up her head; yea, the more fhe was tradden,
the more fhe fpread and flourithed ; and at
Jength fhe was delivered from. oppreffion by
Ceonfiantine the Great, about the year 320. But .
yow fhe had a more dangerous enemy to ene
gounter, ] mean profperity : and this'did her
gauch; more injury than all the perfecutions of
" hey enemies. Now the kingdom of Curist
began to be corrupted with herefies : the mi-
pittry of the Gofpel, formerly the moft dange-
f e - pous
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rous poft in the world, now became;a place of
honour. and- profit, and men began to thruft
themfelves into it from principles of avarice
and: ambition ; fuperftition and corruption of
" morals increafed ; and at length the - Bifhop of
Rome fet up for univerfal head of the Church in
the year 606, and gradually the whole mon-
ftrousfyftem of popery was formed and eftab-
difhed, -and continued in force for near a thou-
fand years. . : The kingdom of CHRrIsT Was now
at a low ebb; and tyranny and fuperftition
reigned under that name over .the greateft part
. of the Chriftian world, = Neverthelefs our Lord
ftill had his witnefles. - The Waldenfes and Albi-
genfes, Jobn- Hus and Ferome of . Prague, and
Wickliffe in England, oppofed the torrent of
corruption ; until-at length, Luther, Calvin,
Zuinglius, and feveral others, were made the
honoured inftruments of introducing the Re-
- formation from Popery ; when fundry whole
kingdoms, which had given their power to the
beaft, and particularly our mother country,
fhook off the papal authority, and admitted the
pure light of the gofpel. Since. that time the
kingdom of CHrist has ftruggled hard, and it
has loft ground in feveral countries ; particu-
larly in France, Polend, Bobemia, &c. where
there once were many proteftant churches, but
they are ow in ruins. - Andalas! thofe coun-
tries that ftill setain the reformed Religion,
have too generally reduced it into a meer for-
smality, and it has but little influence up;n the
. ‘ ' earts
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hearts and lives even of its profeffors. Thus
we find the cafe remarkably among us. This
gracious kingdom makes but little way in ¥ir-
gmta.  'The calamities of war and famine can-
not, alas! draw fubjelts to it; but we feem
generally determined to-perifh in our rebellion
rather than fubmit. Thus it has been in this
country: from 1ts- firfR fcttlemdnt, - and how long
1t will continue in this fitwation is unknown to -
mortals. ‘However this we may know it will
not be fo always. We have the ﬁron;Eeﬁf af-
furances that Jesus will yet take to him his
- great power, and reign in-a more-extenfive and
illaftrious nanner, than he has ever yet done ;
and that the kingdoms of the earth fhall yet
become the kingdoms of our Lord and of fxis
Curisr.” ‘There are various parts ‘of the hea«
then world, where the gofpel has never yet
beenr ; ‘and 'the Jews have never yet been con-
verted as 2 nation ; bat both the calling of the
Jews and the fulrefs of the gentiles, you will
find plainfy foretold m the 11th chapter to the
Romans ;andit 1s, no doubt, to render theaccom-
pifhmentof this eventthe moreconfpicuous;that
" Jews, who are difperfed all over the world,
have, by a ftrange, unprecedented, and fingular
providence, been kept a diftinét people to this
day, for r700 years ; tho’ all other nations have
been fo mixt and blended together, who were
niot half {o much difperfed into different coun-
tries, that their diftin original cannot be
traced. - Pofterity fhall fee this glorious event,
S . in

1
v
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in fome hdppy future  périod. . -How far
it is from us; I will -not determine < though
‘upori fome grounds T 4pprehend it is ‘not very

remote. T fhall live and die in the unthaken
belief that our guilty world fhall yet {ee glori«
ous days. 'Yes, my‘ bréthren, this defpifed
Gofpel, that has fo little effet in our age and
country, fhall yet-thine like lightning, or like
the fun, through all thé¢ dark regions of the
¢arth. - It {hall ‘triumph over Heathenifm,
Mahometifm, Judaifm, Popery, "and all thofe
dangerous errors that have: infeCted the Chrif-
tian church. This Gofpel; “poor Negroes, fhiall
yet reach your countrymen, whom you left be-
hind you in Afiica in - darknefs and the fha-
dow of ‘death, and ‘blefs their eyes with the
light of falvation. Arnd' the Indian favages,
that are mow ‘ravaging’our ‘country, ‘thall yet

be transformied into lambs and -doves by the
~gofpel of petice.. The fcheme of Providence is
not yet compleated, and ‘much ‘remains to be
accomplifhed of what Gon has fpoken by his
vophets, te ripen the world for the univerfal
. judgement ; . but when all thefe things are fi-
nifhed,then proclamation thall be made through
all nature, ¢ that Time .fhall be no more :"thent
the fupreme Judge, the fame JEsus that af-
cended the crofs, will afcend the throne, and
- review the affairs of time. Then he will put an
end to the prefent courfe of nature, and the
-prefent form of adminiftration. ‘Then thall
| . heaven
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heaven and hell be filled withtheir refpeCtivein-
habitants.Then will time clofe, and eternity run
onin one uniform tenor withoutend. But the

kingdom of CurisT, though altered in its fitu-

ationandform of government,will notthen come
to aconclufion. His kingdomis ftrictly the king-
dom of HEAVEN : and at the end of this world,
his fubjeéts will only be removed from thefe
lower regions into a more glorious country,
. where they and their King fhall live together

for ever in the moft endearing intimacy ; where
the noife and commotions of this reftlefs world,

the revolutions and perturbations of kingdoms,

the terrors of war and perfecution,thall no more

reach them; but all will be perfect peace, love,

and happinefs through immeafurable duration.
‘This is the laft and moft illuftrious ftate of the
kingdom of CurisT, now fo fmall and weak
in appearance. ‘This isthe final grand refult of
his adminiftration, and it will appear to ad-
- miring worlds wifely planned, glorioufly exe~
cuted, and perfely finithed.

.. What conqueror ever erected fuch a king-
dom ! What {ubjels fo compleatly, fo laftingly
happy, as thofe of the blefled Jesus ! g

j 3N
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SERMON XL

T hingsl unfeen to be preferred to
Things feen. - . =

ﬁ&ﬂﬁ#ﬁ&@ﬁﬁﬁ&ﬁ@ﬂ@ﬁﬁ&&&ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ@ﬁﬁ&ﬁ

2 COR.IV. 18

While we look not at the Things which are feen, but
at the Things which are not feen: for the Things
which are feen, are temporal; but the Things

. which are not feen, are eternal.

KEXERMONG all the caufes of the ftupid
ﬁ% A ‘;{)‘; unconcernednefs of finners about re-
i ligion, and the feeble endeavours of

 WESKEN faints to improve in it, there is none

more common or more effeCtual, than their not
forming a due eftimate of the things of time, in

. comparifon of thofe of eternity. Our prefent af-

fairs engrofs all our thoughts,and exhauft allour
aCtivity, though they are but tranfitory trifles ;
while the awful realities of the future world are-
hid from our eyes by the veil of flefh, and the
‘clouds of ignorance. .Did thefe break in upon
our minds in all their almighty evidence and

' : tre-
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tremendous importance- they would annihilate
the moft majeftic. vanities of the prefent ftate,
obfcure the glare of garthly. glory, render all its
pleafures infipid, and give us a noble infenfibi~
lity under all its forrows. A realizing view of
thefe would fhock the libertine in his thought-
lefs career, tear off the hypocrite’s mafk, and in-
flame the devotion of languifhing faints, The
concern of mankind would then be how they
might make a fafe exit out of this warld, and
- tlot how they may live happy init. Prefent
“pleafure and pain would be {wallowed up in the
rofpect of everlafting happinefs or mifery
hereafter. Eternity, awful eternity, would then
be our ferious contemplation. The pleafures
of fin would ftrike us with horror, if they iffue
in eternal pain, and our prefent affli¢tions,
however tedious and fevere, would appear-but
light and momentary, if they work out for us
“,alfar more exceeding and eternal weight of
¢ glory.” . : : :
, .he¥e were the views the apoftle had of things,
and thefe their effeCts upon bim. He informs
us in this chapter of his unwearied zeal to
propagate the gofpel amid all the hardfhips and
~dangers that agtended the painful difcharge of
his miniftry, Though he bore about in his
body the dying of the Lord- Jesus, though he
. was alway delivered untodeath for Jesus’ fake,
yet he fanted not; and this was the profpeét
that animated him, that his # light affliction
“ which was but for amoment would work far

“him .
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# him a far more exceeding and eternal weight
“ of glory.* When we view his. fufferings ablo-
lutely, without any reference to eternity, they
were very heavy and of many years continu-
ance ; and when he reprefents them in this
view; how moving is the relation? fee 2 Cor.
xi. 23-—29. But when heviews them in the
light of eternity, and compared with their glo=
rious iflues, they fink into nothing; then
- {courging, ftoning, imprifonment, and all the
various deaths to which he was daily expofed,
are but /ght, trifling afflictions, hardly worth
naming ; then a feries of uninterrupted fuffer-
ings for many years are but affliéions that endure
Jor a moment, And when he views a glorious
futurity, human language cannot exprefs the
ideas he has of the happinefs referved for him ;
itis @ far more exceeding and eternal aweight of
glry. A noble fentiment! and expreft in the
fublimeft manner the language of mortals can
admit of. - ‘ ' , ,

It is glory, in oppolition to gffickion; -a weight
of glory, ir;v oppoﬁtli)gti; to kight affliction ; a mafly
oppreflive bleffednefs, which it requires all the
powers in the foul, in their full exertion; to fup-
port : and in oppofition to affliGtion for a_wsms-
ment, it is eternal glory: to finifh.all, it is a

Jar more exceeding glory& What greater idea can
be grafped by the human mind, or expreft in
: . S the
" 4 The original far furpafies the beft tranflation. The adjative
abfolute with a gender (78 iragedr Tis Inideag) is very fignificant ;
and xa® vaporin dg tm:pGorns is inimisable in ourlanguage.
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the feeble -language of mortality! Nothing but
feeling that weight of glory could enlarge hig
conception, and nothing but the dialect of hea-
- ven could better exprefs it. No wonder that
‘with this view of things, * he fhould reckon,
# that the fufferings of the prefent life, are not

# worthy to be compared with the glory that
* fhall be revealed.”(«) ' ‘

The apoftle obferves, that he formed this

eftimate of things, while he looked not at the
things which are feen, but at thofe which are
not feen. By the things that are feen, are meant
the prefent life, and all the things of time ; alt
the pleafures and pains, all the labours, pur-

fuits, and amufements of the prefent ftate. By

the things that are not feen are intended all the
mvifible realities of the eternal world ; all the
beings, the enjoyments and fufferings that lie
ond the reach of human fight; as, the great
father of fpirits, the joys of paradife, and the
. punifhments of hell. We look on thefe invifible
things, and not on thofe that are feen. This
feems like a contradi@®ion ; but it is eafily folv-

ed by underftanding this act, defcribed by.

looking, to be the alt not of the bodily eye, but
of faith-and enlightened reafon. Faith is de-

fined by this apoftle to be, ¥ The fubftance of

» things hoped for, and the evidence of things
 not feen."(4) And ’tis his chief defign in that
chapter, to give inftances of the furprifing effi--
<cacy-of fuch a realizing belief of eternal invifible
cL e o things
. (s) Rom: viil. 18, (6) Heb, xi. 1.

)
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things ; fee particularly ver. 10, 13, 74, 16, 25,
26, a7. Hence to look not at vifible, butin«
vifible things, fignifies that the apoftle made
the latter the chief objeéts of his contemplati~
ons, that he was governed in the whole of his
conduct by the impreflion of eternal things, and
not by the prefent ; that he formed his maxims

and fchemes from a comprehenfive furvey of
futurities, and not from a partial view of

things prefent ; and, in fhort, that he aéted

as an expetant of eternity, and not asanever- . -

lafting inhabitant of this wreteched world. This
he elfewere exprefles in equivalent terms, * We

- # walls by faith, and not by fight*(2):

Further, he affigns a reafon why he had.a
greater regard to invifible things than vifible, int

" the regulating of his condut ; * for the things,

* fays he, which are feen, are temporal; but the
* things which are not feen, are etermal.” An
important reafon indeed ! Eternity annexttoa
trifle would advanceit into infinite importance;

" but when it is the attribute of the moft perfect

happinefs, or of the moft exquifite mifery, thert
it tranfeends all -comparifon : then all tempo-
ral happinefs and mifery, however great and
long continued, fhrinks into nothing, 1s drown«

- ed and loft, like the fmall drop of a bucket in

the boundlefs ocean. A
My prefent defign, and the.contents of the
text prefcribe to me the following method.
Vor. I E L1

{a) 2 Cor, v. e
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I. I {hall give you-a comparative view of
~ vifible and invifible things, that you may fee
.. the trifling nature of the one, and the im-

portance of the other. This I choofe to do
under one head, becaife by placing thefe
two claffes of things in an immediate oppofi-
tion we may the more eafily compare them,
and fee their infinite difparity. - And,

II. T fhall {hew you the great and happy
influence a fuitable impreflion of the fuperior
importance of invifible to vifible things
would ‘have upon us. .

I. Ifhall giveyou a comparative view of vi-
. fible and invifible things; and we may compare
vifible and invifible things, as to their intrinfic
value, and as to their duration.

1. As to their intrinfic value; and in this
refpet the difparity is inconceivable.

This I {hall illuftrate in the two comprehen-
five inftances of pleafure and pain. To fhun the
one, and obtain the other, -1s the natural effort
of the human mind. This is its aim in all its
. endeavours and purfuits. The innate defire

- of happinefs, and averfion to mifery, are the
. two great fprings of all human aétivity ; and,
were thefe (prings relaxed or broken, all bufi-
nefs would ceafe, all altivity would ftagnate,
and univerfal torpor would feize the world.
And thefe principles are co-exiftent with the
foul itfelf, and will continue in full vigor in a
future ftate. Nay, as the foul will then be

ma-
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matured, and all its powers arrived to their
complete perfetion, this eagernefs after hap~
pinefs, and averfion to mifery, will be alfo more
quick and vigorous. The foul in its prefent
ftate of infancy, like a young child, or a man
enfeebled and ftupified by ficknefs, is incapable
of véry deep fenfations of pleafure or pain j and
hence an excefs of joy, as well as forrow, has
fometimes diffolved its feeble union with the
body. On this account we are incapable of
fuch degrees of happinefs or mifery from the
things of this world as beings of more lively
fenfations might receive from them : and much
more are we incapable of the happinefs or mi-
fery of the future world, until we have put on
immortality. We: cannot fee Gop’ and live.
Should the glory of heaven blaze upon us in all
its infufferable fplendor it would overwhelm
our feeble nature; we could not fupport fuch
a weight of glory.: And one twinge of the
agonies of hell would diflodge the foul from its
-earthly manfion : one pang would convulfe
. and ftupify it, were not 1ts powers ftrengthen-
ed by the feparation from the body. Butin
the }Yuturc world all the powers' of the fonl will
be mature and ftrong, and the body will be
_clothed with immortality ; the union between
- them after the refuirection will be infeparable,
and able to fupport the moft oppreflive weight of
glory, or the moft intolerable load of torment.
Hence it follows that pleafure and pain include
all that we can defire or fear in the prefent or
B | future
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future world; and thereforea comparative view
of prefent and future pleafure and pain, is fuf-
ficient to enable us to form a due eftimate of
vifible and invifible things. By prefent pleafure,
~ I'mean all the happinefs we can receive from
- prefent things, as from riches, honours, fen-
fual gratifications, learningand intellectual im-
provements, and all the amufements and exer-
cifes of this life. And by future pleafure, or the
pleafure which refults from invifible things, I
mean all the fruitions and enjoyments in
which heavenly happinefs confifts. By prefent
pain, 1 intend all the uneafinefs which we can
receive from the things of the prefent life ; as
¥overty, loflts, difappointments, bereavements,

icknefs, and bodily pains. = And by future .
}gain, I mean all the punifhments of hell; as,

anifhment from Gobp, and a privation of all
created bleflings, the agonizing refleftions of a
guilty confcience, the horrid company and ex-
probations of infernal ghofts, and the torture
ofinfernal flames. .

» Now let us put thefe in the balance, and the
one will fink into nothing, and the other rife
into infinite importance.

Temporal things are of a contrated nature,
and not adequate to the capacities of the human
foul ;-but eternal things are great, and capable
. of communicating all the happinefs and mife-
ry which it can receive. The foul in its pre-
fent ftate is not capable of fuch degrees of hap-
pine(s and mifery as it will be in the futllx,lre,,

- ' when
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when it dwells among invifible realities. All
~ that pleafure and pain which we receive from
things that are feen is intermingled with fome
angredients of a contrary nature ; but thofe pro-
ceeding from things that are not feen, are pure
and unmingled. :

1. Vifible things are notequal to the capaci-
ties of the human foul. ‘'This little fpark of
~being, the foul, which lies obfcured in this

prifon of flefh, gives frequent difcoveries of fur-
prizing powers : its defires in particular have
a kind of infinity. But all temporary objects
are mean and contracted ; they cannot afford
1t a happinefs equal to its capacity, nor render
it as miferable as its capacity of fuffering will
bear. Hence, in the greateft afluence.of tem=
poral enjoyments, in the midft of honours,
pleafures, riches, friends, &. it ftill feelsa pain-
ful void within, and finds.an unknown {fome-
thing wanting to compleat its happinefs. . Kings
have been unhappy upon their thrones, and
all their grandeur has been but majeftic mifery.
So Solomon found it, who had opportunity and
curiofity to make the experiment, and this is
his verdi&t upon all earthly enjoyments after
the moft impartial trial, * Vamty of vanities,
faith the preacher, * Vanity of vanities; all is
# vanity-and vexation of {pirit.* On the other
hand, the foul may poflefs fome degree of hap-
pinefs, under. all the miferies. it is capable of
tuffering from external and temporal things,
- E3 - Guilt
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Guilt indeed denies it this fupport; but if
there be no inteftine broils, no anguifh refult-
ing from its own refle€tions, not all vifible
things can render it perfetly miferable; its
capacity of fuffering is not put to its utmoft
ftretch. This has been attefted by the experi-
ence of multitudes who have fuffered for right-
eoufnefs fake. But, O, when we take a furvey
of invifible things, we find them all great and
majeftic, not only equal, but infinitely fuperior
to the moft enlarged powers of the human and
even of the angelic nature. In the eternal
world the great Invifible dwells, and there he
alts with his own immediate hand. It is
he that immediately communicates happinefs
through the heavenly regions ; and it 1s his
immediate breath, that,like a ftream of brim-
ftone, kindles the flames of hell.. “Whereas in
the prefent world he rarely communicates hap-
pinefs, and inflicts.punifhment, but by the in-
ftrumentality of creatures ; and it is impoffible
the extremes of either fhould be communicated
through this channel. This the infinite Gop
‘mlone can do, and, though in the future world
he will ufe his creatures to heighten the happi-
nefs or mifery of each other, yet he will have a
more immediate agency in them himfelf. ' He
will communicate happinefs immediately from
himfelf, the infinite fountain of it, into the
‘veflels of mercy : and he will immediately {hew
his wrath, and make his power known upon
the veflels of wrath, .1 may add, that thofe
: . creatures
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creatures, angels and devils, which will be the
inftruments of happinefs or mifery to the hu-' -
man foul in the invifible world, are incompa-
rably more powerful than any in this; and
confequently capable of contributing more to
our pleafure or pain. . And let mealfo obferve,
that all the obje&ts about which our faculties
will be employed then, will be great and majef-
tic; whereas, at prefent, we grovel among little
fordid things. The objets of our contempla-
tion will then be either the unveiled glories of
‘the divine nature, and the naked wonders of
creation, providence, and redemption ; or the
terrors of divine juftice, the dreadful nature and
-aggravations of our fin, the horrors of everlaft-
ing punifhment, &c. And fince this is the
cafe, how little fhould we regard the things
that are feen, in compartfon of them that are
not feen? But though vifible things were ade-

_quateto our prefent capacities, -yet they are not
to be compared with the things that are not feen,
becaufe, . "

2. The foul is at prefent in a ftate of infan-
-cy, and incapable of fuch degrees of pleafure or
* painas it can bear in the future world. The en-
_Joyments of - this life are like the play-things of
children, and none but childifh fouls would trifle
_with them, or fret and vex themfelves or one
another about them ; but the invifible realities
before us, are manly and great, and fuch as an
adult foul ought to concern itfelf with. The foul
in another world can no more be happy or mifer-

E 4 - able
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able from fuch toys, than men canbe happy or
. wretched in the pofieilion or lofs of the baubles
of children; it will then demand great things
to give it pleafure or pain. The apottle illuf-
trates this matter in this manner(4). How
foolifh 1s it then to be chiefly governed by thefe
puerilities, while we neglect the manly concern
of eternity, that can make our fouls perfectly
happy or miferable, when their powers arecome
to perfeétion! _

3. And laitly, All the happinefs and mifery
of the prclent ftate, refulting from things that
- are feen are intermingled with contrary ingre-
dients, We are never fo happy in this world,
as to have no uneafinefs ; in the greateft afflu-
ence we languifh for want of fome abfent gocd,
or grieve under fome incuimbent evil. On the
other hand, we are never fo miferable as to
have no ingredient of happinefs. When we
labour under a thoufand calamities, we may
ftill fee ourfelves furrounded with, perhaps,
an equal number of bleflings. And where is
there a wretch fo miferable as to eadure fimple
pnmingled mifery without one comfortable in-

redient ? But in the invifible world there is an
eternal {eparation made between .good and evi),

leafure and pain, and they fhall never mingle
nore. In heaven the rivers of pleafures flow
untroubled with a drop of forrow ; in hell, there
js not a drop of water to mitigate the fury of
the flame.  And who then would not prefer the

46,) 1 Cor xiii. 9 19, 11
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things that are not feen, to thofe that are feen 2
Efpecially if we confider, o »
2. The infinite difparity between them as
to duration. This is the difference particularly
+intended in the text. * The things that are
# {een, are temporal ; but the things that are
s not feen, are eternal.* - ; . \
The tranfitorinefs of vifible things, implies
both, that the things themfelves are perifha-
‘ble, and they may foon leave us; and that our
refidence among them is temporary, and we
muft foon leave them, . " ‘
And the eternity of invifible things, implies
the quite contrary, that the things themfelves
are of endlefs duration ; and that we fhall al-
ways exift to receive happinefs or mifery from
them. . S . . .
Before:we illuftrate thefe inftances of difpa-
rity, let us take a view of Time and Eternity in
themfelves, and as compared to one another.
Time is the duration of creatures in the pre-
fent ftate. It commenced at the creation, and
near 6000 years of it are fince elapfed; and
how much of it yet remains we know not.
But this we know that the duration of the
world itfelf 1s as nothing in comparifon of
eternity. But what is our duration compared
with the duration even of this world ? It 1s but
afpan, an hair’s-breadth ; fixty, feventy, or eigh-
ty years is generally the higheft ftandard of
human life, and it is by far the {malleft number
of ‘mankind that arrives to thefe periods.. Th&
' : moit
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moft of them dic like a flower blafted in the
morning, or at noon ; and we have more rea-

- fon to expett it will be our fate than to ho

the contrary. Now the {pan of time we enjoy in
fife 1s all our time ; we have no more property
mn the reft of it than in the years before the
flood. All befide is eternity. * Eternity!®
‘We are alarmed at the found! loft in the pro-
fpe&t! Eternity, with refpect to Gop, is adu-
ration without beginning as well as without
end: Eternity, as it is the attribute of human
nature, is a duration that had a beginning, but
fhall never have an end. This is inalienably

entailed upon us poor dying worms : and let

us furvey ourinheritance. Eternity!it is a du-
ration that excludes all number and computa-
tion ; days and months and years, yea, and ages
are loft m it, like drops in the ocean. Millions
of millions of years, as many years as there are
fands on thefea thore, or particles of duft in the
globe of the earth, and thefe multiplied to the
higheft reach of number, all thefe are nothing
to eternity. They do not bear the leaft ima-
ginable proportion to it ; for thefe will come to
an end, as certainly as a day, but eternity will
never, never, never come to an end. Itisaline
without end; it is an ocean without a fhore.
Alas! what fhall I fay of it? It is an infinite
unknown fomething, that neither human thought

can grafp, nor human language defcribe.
- Now place time in comparifon with eternity,
and what is it ? It fhrinks into nothing, an‘gi
~ , : lefs

[
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fefs than nothing. 'What then isthat little fpan

of time in which we have any property? Alas!
it is too diminutive a point to be conceived.
Indeed, properly fpeaking, we can call no part
of time our own but the prefent moment, this
fleeting NOW : future time is uncertain, and
we may never enjoy it; the breath we now re-
fpire may be our laft ; and asto our paft time,
it is gone, and will never be ours again. Our
paft days are dead and buried, thou%th perhaps
guilt, their ghoft, may haunt us.ftill. And
what is a moment to eternity ? The difparity is
too great to admit of comparifon. '

Let me now refume the former particulars,
implied in the tranfitorinefs of vifible, and eter-
nity of invifible things.

- Vifible things are perithable, and may foon
leave us. When we think they are ours, they
often fly from our embrace. Riches may van-
ith into fmoke and-afhes by an accidental fire.
We may be thrown down from the pinnacle of
. honour, and fink the lower into difgrace. Sen-
fual pleafures often end in fatiety and difguft, or
in ficknefs and death. Our friends are torn
from our bleeding hearts, by the inexorable hand
of death. Our liberty and property may be
wrefted from us by the hand of tyranny, op-

reffion, or fraud. ~ In a word, what do we en=
joy but we may lofe? On the other hand, our
miferies here are temporary ; the heart receives
many a wound, but it heals again. -Poverty
may end in riches; a clouded charaéter nltay

' ) ~ clear
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clear up, and from difgrace we may rife to ho-
nour ; we. may recover from ficknefs; and if
we lofe one comfort, we may obtain another.
But in eternity every thing is everlafting and
unchangeable. Happinefs and mifery are both
without end ; and the fubjects of both know that
this is the cafe. It is this perpetuity that finifhes
the happinefs of the inhabitants of heaven ; a
fufpicion of an end would intermingle itfelf with
all their enjoyments, and embitter them; and
the greater the happinefs, the greater the anx-
iety at the expectation of lofing it. But O how
tranfporting for the faints on high to look for-
ward through the fucceflion of eternal ages,
with an aflurance that they fhall be happy

through them all ; and that they fhall feel no -

change but from glory to glory ! On the other
hand, this is the bittereft ingredient in the cup.
of divine difpleafure in the future ftate that the
mifery 1s eternal. O with what horror does
that defpairing cry, foreveer, forever, forever !
echo through the vaults of hell! Eternity is
- fuch an' important attribute, that it gives infi-
nite weight to things that would be infignifi-
cant were they temporary. A fmall degree of
happinefs, if it be eternal, exceeds the greateft
degree- that is tranfitory; and a fmall degree
of mifery, that is everlafting, is of greater im-
portance than the greateft degree that foon
comes to an end. Would you not rather en-
dure the moft painful tortures that nature can
bear fora moment than an eternal taoth-ach
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or head-ach ? Again, fhould we confider all the
ingredients and caufes of future happinefs and
mifery, we fhould find them all. everlafting.

The blefled Gop is an inexhauftible perennial
fountain of blifs ; his image can never be erafed

from the hearts of glorified fpirits; the great

objets of their contemplation will always lie

obvious to them ; and they will always exift as

the partakers and promoters of mutual blifs.

On the other hand, in hell the worm of confci-

ence dieth not, and the fire is not quenched ;

divine juftice is immortal, malignant fpirits will

always exift as mutual tormentors, and their
wicked habits will never be extirpated.

And now, need I offer any thing farther to-
convince you of the fuperior importance of in-
vifible and eternal- to vifible and temporary
things ? ‘Can a rational creature be at a lofs to™
choole in fo plain a cafe? Can you need any ar-
guments to convince you that an eternity of the
moft perfet happinefs is rather to be chofen,
than a few years of fordid unfatisfying delight?
Or that the former fhould not be forfeited for -
the fake of the latter? Have you any remain-
ing fcruples, whether the little anxieties and
“mortifications of a pious life ‘are more intoler-’
able than- everlafting punifhment? O it is a
plain ‘cafe: what then means an infatuated
world, who lay out all their concern on tem-
poral things, and neglect the important affairs
of eternity? Let usilluftrate this matter by a fup-
pofition. Suppofe a bird were to pick up and -

carry
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carry aw:at¥1 a grain of fand or duft from the
globe of this earth once in a thoufand years,
uill it fhould be at length wholly carried away ;
the duration which this would take up appears
a kind of eternity tous. Now fuppofe it were
put to our choice, either to be happy during this
time, and miferable ever after, or to be miferable
during this time, and happy ever after, which
would you choofe ? Why, though this duration
feems endlefs, yet he would be a fool that
would not make the latter choice ; for, O, be-
hind this vaft duration, there lies an eternity,
which exceeds it infinitely more than this dura-
tion exceeds a moment. But we have no fuch
feemingly puzzling choice as this ; the matter
with us ftands thus, Will you choofe the little
fordid pleafures of fin, that may perhaps not
Jaft an. hour, at moft not many years, rather
than everlafting pleafure of the fublimeft kind ?
Will you rather endure intolerable torment
forever than painfully endeavour to be holy?
What does your conduct, my. brethren, an{wer
to thefe queftions ? If your tongues reply, they -
will perhaps for your credit give a right anfwer,
but what fays your prevailing difpofition and
common practice? Are you not more thought-
ful for time than eternity ? More concerned
about vifible vanities than invifible realities ?
If fo, you make a fool’s choice indeed. -
But let it be furth®r confidered, that the tran-
fitorinefs of Mivifible things may imply that we
muft ere long be removed from them. T hm;lgh
\ they
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they were immortal it would be nothin gto us,.
fince we are not fo in our prefent ftate. Within
a few years, at moft, we fhall be beyond the
reach of all happinefs and mifery from temporal
things.

Bgt when we pafs out of this tranfitory ftate,
we enter upon an everlafting ftate. Our fouls
will always exift ; exift in a ftate of unchange- "
able, boundlefs happinefs or mifery. It is
but a little while fince we came into being out
of a ftate of eternal non-exitence ; but we
fhall never relapfe into that ftate again. Thefe
little fparks of being fhall never be extinguithed,
they will furvive the ruins of the world, and
kindle into immortality. When nmuilions of
millions of ages are paft, we fhall fill be in
exiftence; and O! in what unknown region?
In that of endlefs blifs, or of interminable mi-
fery ! Be this the moft anxious enquiry of our
lives. i
Seeing then we muft foon leave this world,
and all its joys and forrows, and feeing we mufk
enter on an unchangeable everlalting ftate of
‘happinefs or mifery, be it our chief concern
to end our prefent pilgrimage well. It matters
but little, whether we li¢ eafy or not during
this night of exiftence, if fo- be we awake in
eternal day. It is but a trifle; hardly worth a
thought, whether we be happy or miferable
“here, if we be happy forever hereafter.  What
then mean the buitle and noife of mankind
about the things of Time? O, Sirs! E-temi?g,

' o awful
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awful all-important Eternity, is the only thing’
that deferves a thought. I come,

1. To fhew the great and happy influence
a fuitable impreffion of the fuperior importance
of invifible to vifible things would have upon
us. ‘This I might exemphfy in a variety of in«
ftances with refpett to faints and finners:
When we are tempted to any unlawful plea-
fures, how would we fhrink away with horror
from the purfuit, had we a due fenfe of the mi-
fery incurred, and the happinefs forfeited by it?
When we find our hearts exceflively eager
after things below, had we a {fuitable view of
eternal things, all thefe things would fhrink
into trifles hardly worth a thought, much lefs
our principal concern. ,
When the finner, for the fake of a little pre<
fent eafe, and to avoid a little prefent uneafi-
nefs, ftifles his conicience, refufes to examine
his condition, cafts the thoughts of eternity
out of his mind, and thinks it too hard to at=
tend painfully on all the means of grace, has
he then a due eftimate of eternal things? Alas!
no; he only looks at the things that are feen.
Were the mouth of hell open before him, that
he might behold its torments, and had he a
fight of the joys of paradife, they would hard-
en him into a generous infenfibility of all the
forrows and anxieties of this life, and his enqui-
ry would not be, Whether thefe things required .
of him are eafy ? But, Whether they are neceflary
© to

1
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to obtain eternal happinefs, and avoid everlafts
ing mifery ?

When we fuffer any reproach or contempt
on a religious account, how would a due efti-
mate of eternal thmgs fortify us with un-
daunted courage, and make us wﬂlmg to climp
to heaven through difgrace, rather than fink to
hell with general applaufe ?

How would a realizing view of eternal thmgs
animate us in our devotions ? Were this thought .
imprefled on our hearts, when in the fec1et ar
focial dunes of religion, ¢ Iam now ating for
“ eternity,” do you “think we fhould pray, read,
or hear with fo much indifferency and languor ? :
‘O no; it would roufe us out of our dead frames,
and call forth all the vigour of our fouls.
With what unwearied importunity fhould we
cry to Gop! With what eagernels hear the
-word of falvation !

How powerful an influence would a view of
futurity have to alarm the fecure finner, that
has thought little of eternity all his life, though
it be the only thing worth thinking of |

How would it haften the determination of
the lingering, wavering finner, and fhock him
at the thought of living one day unprepared on
the very brink of eternity !

In a word, a fuitable impreffion of this
would quite alter the afpect of things in the
world, and would turn the concern and a&i-

#vity of the world into another channel. Eter-
nity then would be the principal concern. Our

Vor. 1L r , en-
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‘quiries would not be, Who will fhew us any
temnporal good ? What fhall we eat, or what
fhall we drink? Bat, What fhall we do to be
faved ? How fhall we efcapethe wrath to come?
Let us then endeavour to imprefs our hearts
with invifible things, and for tlg.at purpofe con-
‘fider, that , '
We fhall ere long be engulphed in this awful
eternity, whether we think of it or not. A
few days or years will launch us there ; and O!
the furprifing fcenes that will then open to us.
Without deep impreffions of eternity on our
hearts, and frequent thoughtfulnefs about it,
we cannot be prepared for it. -
And if we are not prepared for it,-O! how
inconceivably miferable our cafe! But if pre-
- pared, how inconceivably happy!
# Look not then at the things which are
.* feen, but at the things which are not feen ;
* for the things which are feen, are temporal :
- # but the things which are notfeen, are eternal.=
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The facred Import of the Chriftian
Name. '

Labebobddobo bt b popepebe g gt ot od o4 podop bbb b

ACTS XI 26.

The Difciples were calld CHRISTIANS firf at
Antioch. " '

KK FXERE names are empty founds, and
X M X but of little confequence: and yet it
X ¥ muft be owned there are names of
{3 honour and fignificancy, and, when
they are attended with the things fignified by
them, they are of great and facred iniportance.
Such is the Chrifizan name ; a name about fe-
venteen hundred years old. And now, when
the Name is almoft loft in Party-diftinétions,
and the Thing is almoft loft in Ignorance, Er-
- ror, Vice, Hypocrify, and Formality, it may
be worth our while to confider the original im-
port of that facred name, as a proper expedient
to recover both name and thing.
= The name Chriftian was not the firft by
which the followers of CurisT were diftin-
F 2 guifhed.
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~guithed. Their enemies called them Galilans,
Nazarenes, and other names of contempt. And
among themfelves they were called Sasnss from
their holinefs, Difciples from their learning their
religion from CHRIsT as their teacher, Be-
lievers from their believing in him as the Mef-
fiah, and Brethren from their mutual love and
their relation to Gop and each other. But
after fome time they were diftinguifhed by the
name of Chriftians. This they firft received in
Antioch, an heathen city, a city infamous for all
manner of vice and debauchery, a city that had
its name from Antiochus Epiphanes, the bittereft
enemy the Church of the Jews ever had. A
city very rich and powerful, from whence the
Chriftian'name would have an extenfive circula-
tion, but it is long fince laid in ruins, unpro-
teCted by that facred name: in fuch a city was
Curist pleafed to confer his name upon his
. followers : and you cannot but fee that the
very cheice of the place difcovers his Wifdom,
Grace, and Juftice. ' ,

The original word ypnudlisar, here rendered
‘called, {feems to intimate, that they were called
Chriftians by divine appointment, for it ge-
nerally fignifies an oracular nomination, or a
declaration from G o b, and to this purpofe it
1s generally tranflatedf. Hence it follows, that-

: the

1 Itis this word that is ufed Mar. ii. 12. Kol yenpaliSore,
being warned of Gob, and the like in Maz. ii. 22. Soin Rom. xi.
4 xprpaviouds, is rendered the anfwer of Goo. "Rom. vii. 3.
xgoualion, the fhall be called (viz. by the divinelaw)-an adul-

- terefs,
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the very name Chriftian, as well as the thing,
was of a divine original; afflumed, not by a
private agreement of the difciplesamong them-
felves, but by the appointment of Gop. And
in this view it is a remarkable accomplifh-
ment of an old prophecy of Ifaiah, chap.
Ixii. 2. * The Gentiles fhall fee thy righte-
“ oulnefs, and all- kings thy glory; and
* thou fhalt be called by a new name, which the
* mouth of the Lorp fhall name.* So Ifaiah
Ixv. 15. # The Lorp fhall call his fervants by
* anotber name.*
- This name was at firft conﬁned to few ; but
it foon had a furprifingly extenfive propagation
through the world. In many countries, indeed,
it was loft, and milferably exchanged for that‘
of Heatben, Mahometan, or Muffelman. Yet the
European nations in general (hll retain the ho-
nour of wearing it. A few fcattered Chriftians
are alfo ftill to be found here and there in 4z
and Africa, though cruthed under the oppref-
fions of Mabometans and Pagans. This name
has likewife croffed: the wide ocean to the wil-
F 3 dernefs
terefs. Lufeil. 26 xpnpeligunrer, it was revealed to him by the
Holy Ghelt. 45 x. 22. sypnparids, was warned from Goo.
Heb. viii. §. Keypnpaliras Muwons, Mofes was admonifhed of Gob.
Heb. xi. 7. Noais being warned of Gob, ypnparides. Heb. xiis
z5. If they efcaped not, who refufed Him that fpake on earth ;
wiz. by diviag infpiration ; ypnuarilara izl i yig. Thele are all
the places peihaps in which the word is ufed in the New Tefta-
ment; and in all thefe ic feen:s to mean a Revelation from Gob,-or -

fomething oracular. And this is a ftrong pu.fumpnun that the
word is to be {o underftood in the text
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dernefs of America, and is worn by the fundry
Eurqpeafz Colonies on this continent. We, in
particular, call ourfelves Chriffians, and fhould
take it ill to be denied the honour of that dif-
tintion. But do we know the meaning and
facred import of that name? Dowe know what
1t is to be Chriftiansindeed? That is, to be in
reality what we are in name : certainly it is
time for us to confider the matter, and it is my
prefent defign that we fhould do fo.

. Now we may confider this name in various-

views : particularly, as a name of diftinction
from the reft of the world, who know not the
Lord JEsus, or reje& him as an Impoftor ;—as
a patronymic name, pointing out the Father
and Founder of our holy Religion, and the
Chriftian Church ;—as a badge of our relation
to CurisT as his fervants, his children, his
bride ;——as intimating our unction by the holy
Spirit, or our being the fubjets of his influ-
ences (¢); as CHRIsT was anointed by the
holy Spirit, or replenifhed with his Gifts above
meafure (for you are to obferve that Anointed is
the Englifh ot the Greek name [Xpsos,] Chrift,
and of the Hebrew, miwa Meffiab (d).—And as
a name of appropriation, fignifying that we are
~ the property of CHrisT, and his peculiar peo-
ple. Each of thefe particulars might be profita-
bly illuftrated (¢). But my prefent defign con-

/ fines
(<) 1 Johnii. zo0--27.
(d) Pfal. cv. 15. Touch not my Chrifts, that is, my anointed
people; pn adnobs vov Xpiper. LXX. :
(¢) See a fine iiluftration of them in Dr Grofvenor’s excé:llent
. " Essay

. A
e r—
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fines me to confider the Chriftian name only in
two views, namely, as a catholic name, in-
tended to bury all party-denominations ; and as
a name of oblijgation upon all that wear it to be
Chriftians indeed, or to form their temper and
practice upon the facred model of Chriftianity.

I. Let us confider the Chriftian name as a
catholic name intended to bury all party-deno-
minations. ' :

The name Gentile was odious to the Fews,
and the name Yew was odious to the Gentiles.
The name Chriftian {wallows up both in one
common and agreeable appellation. He' that
hath taken down the partition-wall has taken
away partition-names, and united all his fol-
lowers in his own name, as a common deno-
mination. For now,. fays St Paul, * there is
* neither Greek nor Jew, circumcifion nor un-
# circumcifion, Barbarian, Scythian, bond nor
# free ; but Curist isall and inall.(£)* * And .

~# ye are all one in CurisT JEsus*®.(g) Accord-
ing to a prophecy of Zachariah, * The LorD
« fhall be king over all the earth ; and in that
# day there {hall be one Lorp, and his name
* one (b).* v

It is but a due honour to Jesus CurisT, the
founder of Chriftianity, that all who profels
his Religion fhould wear his name : and they
pay an extravagant and even idolatrous com-

: : F 4 pliment

Essay on the Chriffian Name ; from whom I am not afhamed to
borrow feveral amiable fentiments.

() Col.iii, 11, (g) Gal, i, 28. (&) Zech. ziv.g.
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‘pliment to his fubordinate officers and minifters,
when they take their denomination from them.
Had this humour prevailed in the primitive
church, inftead of the common name Chriffians,
there would have been as many party-names,
as- there were apoftles or eminent minifters.
There would have been Paulites from Paul;
Fetrites from Peter ; Jobnites from Fobn ; Barn-
abites from . Barnabas, &c. &c. St Paul took
pains to crufh the firft rifings of this party-
{pirit in thofe churches which he planted ;
é}rticularly in Corinth, where it moft prevailed.

Vhile they were faying, I am of Pau/; and I
* of Apollos ; and I of Cepbas, and I of Curist,*
he puts this pungent queftion to them. * Is
# CurisT divided ? Are his fervants the ring-
» leaders of fo many parties? Was Paul cru-
# cified for you? or were ye baptized in or
# into the name of Pau/, that ye fhould be
# {o fond to take your name from him ¥ He
counted it a happinefs that providence had di-
reCted him to fuch a conduct as gave no um-
- brage of encouragement to fuch a humour. #1I -
# thank Gob, fays he, that I baptized none of
# you, but Crifpus and Gaiys: leit any thould
# take occafion tofay, I baptized into my own
# name, and was gathering a party for my-
# felf.(h)* ,

But alas ! how little has this convi&tive rea-
foning of the apoftle been regarded in the future
- qges of the church? What an endlefs variety of

. ' de-

(b} 1 Cor.i. 12--15. -
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denominations taken from fome.men of charac-
ter, or from fome little peculiarities, has pre-
vailed in the Chriftian world, and crumbled it
to pieces, while the Chriftian name is hardly
regarded ? Not to take notice of the d‘)‘efm‘ts,
fanfenifts, Dominicans, Francifcans, and other
denomitnations and orders in the Popifb church,
where, having corrupted the Thing, they atk
very confiftently to lay afide the Name, what
party-names have been adopted by the Pro-
te(tant-Churches, whofe religion is fubftanti- °
ally the fame common chriftianity, and who
agree in much more important articles than
thofe in which they differ ; and who therefore
might peaceably unite under the common name
of Chriftians ? We have Lutherans, Calvinifls,
Arminians, Zuinglians, Churchmen, Prc_’s?teriam,
Independents, Baptifis, and a long hft of names
which 1 cannot now enumerate. To be a
~ Cbriftian is not enough now-a-days, but a man
muft alfo be fomething more and better, that is,
he muft be a ftrenuous bigot to this or that par-
ticular church. But where is the reafon or
propriety of this? I may indeed believe the
fame things which Lather or Calvin believed ;
but I do not believe them on the authority of*
Luther or Calvin, but upon the fole authority
of Jesus Curist, and therefore I fhould not
call myfelf by their name, as one of their dif-
ciples, but by the name of Curist, whom °
alone I acknowledge as the Author of my reli-
gion, and my only Mafter and Lord. lIf I
earn



74 The facred Import of Serm.12,

learn my religion from one of thefe great men
it is indeed proper I fhould afflume their name.
IfI learn it from a Parliament or Convocation,
and make their alts and canons the rule and
ground of -my faith, then it is enough for me
to be of the eftablifhed religion, be that what
it will : I may with propriety be called a meer
conformift ; that is my higheft charalter : but
1 cannot be properly called a Chrifiian; for a
Chriftian learns his religion, not from A&s of
Parliament, or from the determinations of
Councils,but from Jesus Cur1sT and his gofpel.
To guard againft miftakes on this head, I
would obferve that every man has a natural and
legal right tojudge and choofe for himfelf in
matters of religion; and that is a mean fupple
foul indeed, and utterly carelefs about all reli-
- gion, that makes-a compliment of this right
to any man, or body of men upon earth, whe-
ther Pope,{ King, Parliament, Convocation, or
Synod. In the exercife of this right, and fearch-
ing for himfelf, he will find that he agrees more
fully in leffer as well as more important articles
with fome particular church than others ; and
thereupon, it is his duty to join in ftated com-
munion with that Church ; and he may, if he
. pleafes, affume the name which that church
wears by way of diftin¢tion from others. This .
is not what I condemn. But for me to glory
in the denomination of any particular church,
as my higheft chara&ter; to lay more firefs
upon the name of a Presbyterian or a Churchman
than
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than upon the facred name of Chriffian ; to make
a puncttilious agreement with my fentiments in
the little peculiarities of a party the teft of all
religion ; to make it the objett of my zeal to -
* gain profelytes to fome other than the Chriftian
name ; to connive at the faults of thofe of my
own party, and to be blind to the good qualities
of others, or invidioufly to mifreprefent or di-
minifh them; thefe are the things which de-
ferve univerfal condemnation from Gop and
man; thefe proceed from a’ fpirit of bigotry
and faction, diretly oppofite to the generous
catholic fpirit of Chriftianity, and fubverfive of
it. And yet how common is this {pirit among
all denominations ? And what mifchief has 1t
done in the.world? Hence proceed contentions
and animofities, uncharitable fufpicions and
cenfures, flander and detraétion, partiality and
unreafonable prejudices, and a hideous grou

of evils, which I cannot now defcribe. This - °

fpirit alfo hinders the progrefs of ferious prac-
tical religion, by turning the attention of men
from the great concerns of eternity, and the
effentials of Chriftianity, to vain jangling and
contefts about circumftantials and trifFes. Thus
the Chriftian is {fwallowed up in the partifan,

and fundamentals loft in extra-eflentials. '
My brethren, 1 would warn you againft this
wretched mifchievous fpirit of party. 1 wouldnot
have you entirely{cepticaland undetermined even
about the fmaller points of religion, the modes
and forms, which are the matters of contention -
: . between
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between different churches ; nor would I have
you quite indifferent what particular church
to join with in ftated communion. Endeavour’
to find out the truth, even in thefe circumftan-
tials, at leaft fo far as is neceffary for the direc-
tion of your own conduct. But do not make
thefe the whole or the principal part of yous
religion : do not be exceflively zealous about
them, nor break the peace of the church by ma-
gifterially impofing them upon others. ¢ Haft
*¢ thou faith in thefe little difputables,” It is
well; but ¢ have it to thyfelf before Gop,” and

do not difturb others with it.  You may, if you .. .

pleale,call yourfelves Prefbyterians and Diffenters,
and you fhould bear without fhame or refent-
ment all the names of reproach and contempt,
which the world may brand you with. But as
you {hould not be mortified on the one fide, fo
neither fhould you glory on the other. A Chrif~
tian!-a Chriftian ! let that be your higheft dif-
tin&tion : let that be thename which you la-
bour to deferve. Gop forbid that my miniftry
fhould be the occafion of diverting your attenti-
on to any thing elfe. But I am {o happy that
I can appeal to yourfelves, whether I have, du-
ring feveral years of my miniftry among you,
laboured to inftil into you the principles of - bi-
gotry, and make you warm profelytes to a
party : or whether 1t has not been the great ob-
ject of my zeal to inculcate upon you the grand
effentials of our holy Religion, and to make you
fincere praétical Chriftians. Alas! my dear

: people
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people, unlefs I fucceed in this, I labour to ve-
ry little purpofe, though I fhould prefbyterianize
the whole colony. o
Calumny and flander, it is hoped, have by
thistime, talked themfelves out of breath ; and
the lying fpirit may now be at fome lofs for
materials to form a popular’plaufible fallheod,
which is likély to be credited where the Diffenr-
ers are known. But you have heard formerly,
and fome of you may ftill hear ftrange fur-
‘mifes, wild conje¢tures, and difmal infinuations.
But if you would know the truth at once, i
you would be fully informed by one that beft
knows what religion I am of, I will tell you
(with Mr Baxter) © I am a Chriftian, a meer
‘¢ Chriftian ; of no other Religion : the church
« I am of is the Chriftian Church.” The
Bible! the Bible! is my religion; and if Tam
a Diffenter, I diffent only from fuch modes and
' forms of religion, which I cannot find in my
Bible ; and which therefore I conclude have
nothing to do with religion ; -much lefs fhould
they be made terms of Chriftian communion,
fince CurisT, the only lawgiver of his.church,
has not made them fuch. Let this congrega-
tion be a Chriffian Society, and I little care what -
~.other name it wears. Let it be a little Anrroch,
where the followers of CurisT fhall be diftin-
guifhed by their old catholic name Chriftians.
To bear, and to deferve this charaéter, let this
be our ambition, this our labour. -Let Po
pronounce, and councils decree what they.plca;’e';
. ' et
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let Statefmen and Ecclefiaftics prefcribe what
to believe ; as for us, let us ftudy our Bibles :
let us learn of CurisT, and if we are not dig-
nified with the fmiles, nor enriched with the
emoluments of an Eftablifhment, we fhall have
his approbation, who is the only Lord and So-
vereign of the realm of confcience, and by
whofe judgment we muft ftand or fall forever.

But it is time for me to proceed to confider
the other view of the Chriftian name, on which
Iintend principally to infift ; and that is,

II. As a name of obligation upon all that
wear it to be Chriftians indeed, or to form
their temper and practice upon the facred mo-
del of Chriftianity. The profecution of this
fubjet will lead me to anfwer this important
enquiry, What is it to be a CHRISTIAN ?

To be a Chriftian, in the popular and fafhion-
. able fenfe, is no difficult or excellent thing. It
is to be baptized, to profefs the Chriftian reli-
gion, to believe, like our neighbours, that
CuRrisT is the Meffiab, and to attend upon pub-
lic worfhip once a week, in fome church or
other that bears the Chriftian name. In this
fenfe a man may be a Chriftian, and yet be
habitually carelefs about eternal things; a Chrif-
tian, and yet fall thort of the morality of many
of the Heathens; a Chriftian, and yeta Drunk-
ard, a Swearer, or a {lave to fome Vice or other;
a Chriftian, and yet a wilful impenitent offen-
der againft Gop and man. To bea Chriftian

in
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in this fenfe is no high charaéter ; and, if this
be the whole of Chriftianity, it is very little
matter whether the world be chriftianized or
not. Butis this to be a Chriftian in the original
and proper fenfe of the word? No; that is
fomething of a very different and fuperior kind.
To be a Chriftian indeed, is the higheft charater
and dignity of which the human nature is ca-
pable : 1t is the moft excellent thing that ever
adorned our world : it is a thing that heaven
itfelf beholds with approbation and delight.

Do be a Chriftian, is to be like to CurisT, from
whom the name is taken : it is to be a follower
and imitator of him ; to be poffefled of his fpi-
rit and temper ; and to live as he lived in the
world : it is to have thofe juft, exalted, and dj-
vine notions of Gop and divine things, and
that juft and full view of our duty to Gop and
man, which CHristT taught; in fhort, it is to
have our fentiments, our temper, and practice
formed upon the facred model of the gofpel.
Let me expatiate a little upon this amiable
character.

1. To be a Chriftian, is to depart from ini-
quity. To this the name obliges us ; and with-
out this, we have no title to the name; “ Let
# every one that nameth the name of CurisT,
# depart from iniquity(¢).# That is, let him de-
part from iniquity, or not dare to touch that fa-
cred name. CHrisT was perfetly free from fin ;
he was* holy, harmlefs, undefiled, and feparate
: “ from

(i) 2 Tim. ii. 19,
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“from finners.* His followers alfo fhall be per-
fectly free from fin in a little time ; ere long
they will enter into the pure regions of perfect
holinefs, and will drop all their fins, with their
mortal bodies, into the grave. - But this, alas!
is not their chara&er in the prefent ftate, but the
remains of fin ftill cleave to them. Yet, even in
the prefent ftate, they are labouring after perfec-
tion in holinefs. Nothing can fatisfy them until
“they are conformed to the image of Gon’s dear
Son. They are honeftly conflicting with every
temptation, and vigoroufly refifting every ini-
uity in its moft alluring forms. And, though
in 1s perpetually ftruggling for the maftery,
and fometimes, in aninadvertent hour, gets an
advantage over them, yet, as they are not under
© the Law, but under Grace, they are affifted
awith recruits of Grace, fo that no fin has an
habitual dominion over them (£). Hence they
are free from the grofs vices of the age, and are
men of good morals. This is their habitual
-univerfal charaéter, and to pretend to be Chrif-
tians without this requifite, is the greateft ab-
furdity. ' .
What then fhall we think of the drunken,
fwearing, debauched, defrauding, rakifh, pro-
fligate, profane Chriftians, that have over-run
the Chriftian world? Can there be a greater con-
“tradition ? A loyal fubject in arms againft his
fovereign, an ignorant {cholar, a fober drunk-
ard, a charitable mifer, an honeft thief, is not
/ a greater
{(*) Rem, vi._.u,.v
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- a greater abfurdity, or a more direft contradie~
tion. To depart from iniquity is eflential to
Chriftianity, and without it, there“can be no
* fuch thing. There was nothing that CHrisT
was {o remote from as Sin ; and therefore fof
thofe that indulge themfelves in it to wear his
name, is juft as abfurd and ridiculous as for a
coward to denominate himfelf from Alexander
the Great, or an illiterate dunce to call himfelf
- a Newtonian Philofopher. Therefore if you
will not renounce Iniquity renounce the Chrif-
tian name: for you cannot confifténtly retain
both. Alexander had afellow in his army, that
was of his own name, but a mere coward.
<« Either be like me, fays Alexander, or lay afide
¢ my name.” Ye fervants of fin, it is in vain for
you to wear the name of CHRisT, it renders
you the more ridiculous, and aggravates your
guilt: you may with as much propriety call
yourfelves Lords, or Dukes, or Kings, as Chrif-
tians, while you are fo unlike to CurisT.” His
name is a farcalm, a reproach to you, and you
are a fcandal to his name. His name is blaf-
phemed among the Gentiles through you.

2. To be a Chriftian is to deny ourfelves and
take up the crofs, -and follow him. Thefe are
the terms of difciplefhip fixt by Curist himfelf.
* He faid to them all, If any man will come
* .after me, let him deny himfelf, and take up his
» crofs daily, and follow me(/).* To deny our-
felves is to abftain from the pleafures of fin,

Vor, II G ' to

(/) Lukeix. 23.
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to moderate our fenfual appetites, to deny our
own intereft for the fake of CurisT, and in
fhort to facrifice every thing inconfiftent with
our duty to him, when thefe come in competi~
tion. 'To take up our crofs, is to bear fuffer-
ings, to encounter difficulties,and break throu
them all in imitation of Jesus CurisT and for
his fake. To follow him, is to trace his fteps
and imitate his example, whatever it coft us.
But this obfervation will coincide with the next
Head, and therefore I now difmifs it. Thefe,
Sirs, and thefe only, are the terms, if you would
e Chriftians, or the difciples of Curist. Thefe
he honeftly warned mankind of, when he firft
called them to be his difciples. Hedid nottake
an advantage- of them, but let them know be-
forehand upon what terms they were admitted.
He makes this declaration in the midft of
a great crowd, in Luke xiv. 25, &c. * There
. went a great multitude with him,* fond of
becoming his followers:# but he turned, -
# and faid unto them, If any man.come to me
# and hate not his father -and mother, and
» wife'and children, and fifters, yea, and his
» own life alfo, he cannot be my difciple.”
By bhating is here meant a. fmaller degree of
love, or a comparative hatred, that is, if we
would be CurisT’s difciples, we muft be willing
to part with our deareft relations, and even our
lives, when we cannot retain them confiftently
with our duty to him. He goes on * Whofo-
2 ever doth not bear his crofs,” and encounter’
. the
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the greateft fufferings after my example, # can-
* not be my difciple.* The love of CurisT is
the ruling paffion of every true Chriftian, and
for his fake he is ready to give up all, and to
{uffer all that earth or hell can infli®. He muft
run all risks, and cleave to his caufe at all ad-
ventures. This is the eflential. charadter of
every true Chriftian. C
What then fhall we think of thofe crowds
among us, who retain the Chriftian name, and
yet will not deny themfelves of their fenfual plea-
{ures, nor part with their temporal intereft for
the fake of CarisT ¢ Who are fo far from be-
ing willing to lay down their lives, that they
cannot ftand the force of a laugh or a fneer in
the caufe of Religion, but immediately ftumble
and fall away ? or are they Chriftians, whom
the commands of CurisT cannot reftrain from
what their depraved hearts defire? No; a
Chriftian without felf-denial, mortification, and
a fupreme love to Jesus CHRrIsT, Is as greata °
contradition, as fire without heat, or a fun
without light, an héro without courage, or a
friend without love. And does not this ftrip
fome of you of the Chriftian name, and prove -
- that you have no title at all toit? o
3. I have repeatedly obferved, that a true
Chriftian muft be a follower or. imitator of
Curist. “ Be ye followers of me, fays St
@ Paul, as 1 alfo am of Cur1sT(m).* CHRIST i3
the model after whom every Chriftian is
formed, for, fays St Peter, * he left us an ex-
G2 * ample
{m) 1 Cor, zi. 1.
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» ample, that we fhould follow his fteps (7). *
St Paul tells us, that * we muft be conform-
# ed to the image of Gop’s dear Son (o), *
and that # the fame mind muft be in us which
# was alfo in CurisT JEsus (p):* unlefs we
partake of his Spirit, and refemble him in
- practice, unlefs we be as he was in the world,
we have no right to partake of his name.
Here I would obferve, that what was mira-
~culous in our Lorp’s condu&, and peculiar
to him as the Son of Gop, and Mediator, is
not a pattern for our imitation, but only what
was done in obedience to that Law of Gop
which was common to him and us. His heart
glowed with love to his Father, he delighted
in univerfal obedience to him; it was his meat
and his drink to do his will, even in the moft
painful and felf-denying inftances; he abound-
ed in devotion, in prayer, meditation, fafting,
and ‘every religious duty. He was alfo full of
every grace and virtue towards mankind :
meek and lowly, kind and benevolent, juft and
charitable, merciful and compaflionate ; a duti-
ful fon, a loyal fubject, a faithful friend, a good
mafter, and an active, ufeful, public-fpirited
member of fociety. He was patient and re«
- figned, .and yet undaunted and brave under
- fufferings: he bad all his appetites and paffions
- under proper government, he was heavenly-
- iminded, above this world in heart while he
o Lo ' dwelt
. (n) vPet iz " (o) Rom.viii. 29.
“(p) Phil.ii. 5. '
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. dwelt in it. Beneficence to the fouls and bo-

dies of men was the bufinefs of his hfe, for
“ he went about doing good (¢).* - This isan
1mperfc& sketch of his amlable chara&ex ; and
in thefe things every one that deferves to be
called after his name, does in fome meafure re-
femble and imitate him. This is not only his
earneft endcavour, but what he actually attains,
though in a much inferior degree; and his
imperfections are the grief of his heart.  This
refemblance and imitation of Cur1sT is effen-
tial to the very being of 4 Chriftian, and with-
out it it is a vain pretence. And does your
chriftianity, my brethren, ftand this teft? may
one know that you belong to CurisT by your
living like him, and difcovering the fame tem-
per and {pirit ? Do the manners of the divine
Mafter fpread through all his family; and do
you fhew that you belong to it by your tem-
per and conduct? Alas! if you muft be de-
nominated’ from. hence, wculd not fome of you

" with more propriety be called Epicureans from

Epicurus, the fenfual atheiftic philofopher, or
Mammonites from Mammon, the imaginary god
of riches, or Bacchanals from Bacchus, the god
of . wine,: than Chr/ ﬂmm from CurisT, themoft
perfet pattern of living holinefs and vistue
that ever was- exhibited to the world ?

If you claim the name of Chriftians, where
is that ardent devotion, that affeCtionate love
to:Goo, that zeal for his gloty, that alacrity

FITERIPORDR € 7 B - in
(9) AQsx 38, '
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in his fervice, that refignation to his will, that
generous benevolence to mankind, that zeal to
romote their beft interefts, that meeknefs and
Eorb&rance under ill ufage, that unwearied ac-
tivity in doing good to all, that felf-denial and
heavenly-mindednefs which fhone fo confpi-
cuousin CHRIsT, whofe holy name you bear ?
Alas! while you are deftitute of thefe graces,
and yet wear his name, you burlefque it, and
turn it into a reproach both to him and your-
felves. .
. I might add, that the Chriftian name is not
hereditary to you by your natural birth, but
you muft be born anew of the Spirit, to en-
title you to this new name ; that a Chriftian
is a Believer, believing in Him after whom he
is called as his only Saviour and Lorp, and
that he is a true penitent. Repentance was
incompatible with CurisT’s charaéter, who was
perfectly righteous, and had no fin of which
to repent, but it is a proper virtue in a finner,
without which he cannot be a Chriftian. On
thefe and feveral other particulars I might en-
Jarge, but my time will not allow, I fhall there-
fore conclude with a few refle€tions. .

Firft, You may hence fee that the Chriftian
charaCter is the higheft, the moft excellent and
fublime in all the world. It includes every
thing truly great and amiable. The Chriftian
has exalted fentiments of the fupreme Being,
* juft notions of duty, and a proper temper and
conduct towards Gop and man. A Chriftian

: , .
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is a devout worfhipper of the Gob of heaven,
a cheartul obferver of his whole law, and a
broken-hearted penitent for his imperfections.
A Chrifhan is a complication of all the ami-
able and ufeful graces and virtues; temperate
and fober, juft, liberal, compaffionate and be~
nevolent, humble, meek, gentle, peaceable,’
and in all things confcientious. A Chriftian -
is a good Parent, a good Child, a good Maf-"
ter, a good Servant, a good Hufband, a good
Wife, a faithful Friend, an obliging Neigh~
bour, a dutiful Subjeét, a good Ruler, a zear
lous Patriot, and an honeft Statesman; and
as far as he is fuch, fo far, and no farther, he
is a Chriftian. And can there be a more
amiable and excellent character exhibited to
your view ? It is an angelic, a divine charac~
ter. Let it be your glory and your ambition
to wear it with a good grace, to wear it fo as
to adorn it, ' - \
To acquire the title of Kings and Lords is not
in your power, to fpread your fame as Schlars,
Philofopbers, or Heroes; may be beyond your
reach ; but here is a charater more excellent,
more amiable, more honourable than all thefe,
which it is your bufinefs to deferve and main-
tain. And, blefled be Gop, this is a dignity
which the meaneft among you, which beggars
and flaves may attain. Let this therefore be
an objeét of univerfal ambition and purfuit,
and let every other name and title be - defpifed
in comparifon of it. This is the way to rife
‘ G 4 ' . to

i



88 The faocred Import of  Sermv.r2.

to true honour'in the eftimate of Gop, Angels,
and gaod Men. What tho’ the antichriftian Chrif-
tians of our age and country ridicule you ? let
them confider their own abfurd conduét and
be athamed. _They think itan honour to wear
the chriftian name, and yet perfift in unchrif-
tian praflices, and who but a fool, with fuch
palpable contradittion, would think fo? A
beggar that fancies himfelf a king, and trails
bis rags with the gait ‘of majefty as though
they were royal robes, is not fo ridiculous as
one that will ufurp the chriftian name without
a chriftian practice, and yet fuch chriftians are
the favourites of the world. To renounce the
profeffion of Chriftianity is barbarous and pro-

fane; to live according to that profeffion, and ‘

practife Chriftianity, 1s precifenefs and fana-
ticifm. Can any thing be more prepofterous?
This is as if one fhould ridicule E:arning, and
yet glory in the charalter of a Scholar; or
laugh at bravery, and yet celebrate the praifes
of Heroes. And are they fit to judge of the
wifdom and propriety, or their cenfurés to be

regarded, who fall into fuch an abfurdity them«

felves?

. -Secendly, Hence you may fee that, if all the

- profeflors of Chrifhiapity fhould behave in cha-
racter, the Religion of CurisT would foon
appear divine to all mankind, and fpread thro’
all nations of the earth. Were Chriftianity
exhibited to-the life in all its native and inhe-
rent_glories, .it would be as needlefs to offer
: ' L arguments
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arguments to prove it divine, as to prové that'
the fun 1s full of light: the convition would
flath upon all mankind by its own intrinfic
evidence. Did Chriftians exemplify the Reli--
gion they profefs, all the world would imme-
diately fee that that religion which rendered
them fo different a people from all the reft of
mankind, is indeed divine, and worthy of uni~
verfal acceptance. Then we {hould have no
fuch monfters as Atheifts, Deifts, and Infidels in
chrifhan countries. Then Heathenifin, Mabo-
metifm, and all the falfe religions in the world,
would fall before the heaven-born. religion of
Curist.. Then it would be fufficient to con-
vince an Infidel juft to bring him into a chrif-
tian country, and let him obferve the different
face of things there from all the:world be-
fide. But alas! - L
Thirdly, How different is the chriftian world
from the chriftian religion? ‘Who would itma-
gine that they who take their name from
CurisT have any relation to him, if we obferve
their fpirit and practice? Should a ftranger
learn Chriftianity from what he fees in Popifbs
Countries, he would conclude it principally con-
fited in bodily aufterities; in worfhipping
Saints, Images, Relics, and a thoufand trifles,
in theatrical fopperies and - infignificant. cere=
monies, in believing implicitly all the determi<

nations of a fallible man as infallibly true, and

in perfecuting. all that .differ from them, and

. fhewing their love to.their fouls by burning

their
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their bodies. In Proteflant Countries, alas! the
face of things is but little better.as to good
morals and practical religion. Let us take our
own country for a fample. Suppofe an Hea-
then or Muabametan fhould take a tour through
Virginia to learn the religion of . the inhabi-
tants from their general conduct, what would
he conclude? would he not conclude that all
the religion of the generality confifted in a few
, Sunday- Formalities, and that the reft of the week
they had nothing to do with Gop, or any Re-
ligion, but were at liberty to live as they pleafe?
And were he told that thefe were the follow-
-ers of one CHrisT, and were of his Religion,
would he not conclude that he was certainly
an impoftor, and the minifter of fin? But
when K: came: to find that notwithftanding all
this licentioufnefs they profeffed the pure and
holy Rezigiml of the Bible, how would he be
aftonifhed, and pronounce them the moft in-
‘confiftent bare-faced Hypocritess? My Bre-
thren, great and heavy is the guilt that lies upon
our Country on this account. It is a fcandal
. to the Chriftian Name: it is guilty of confirm-
ing the neighbouring Heatben in their preju-
dices, and hinders the propagation- of Chrifti-
anity through the world. O let not us be ac-
ceffary to this dreadful guilt, but do all we can
to recommend our Religion to univerfal accept-
ance! Jadd, S .
Fourtbly, and laftly, let us examine whe-
ther we have any juft title to the Chriftian
o Name;
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Name ; that is, whether we are Chriftians in-
deed, for, if we have not the Thing, to retain
the Name is the moft inconfiftent folly and
hypocrify, and will anfwer no end but to ag-

ravate our condemnation. A loft Chriftian
1s the moft fhocking charalter in hell, and,
unlefs you be fuch Chriftians as I have defcrib-
ed, it will ere long be your charaCter. There-
fore be followers of CurisT, imbibe his fpirit,
practife his precepts, and depart from iniquity,.
otherwife he will fentence you from him at
laft as workers of iniquity. * And then will
# I profefs uhto them (they are Curist’s own

# words) I never knew you; depart from me,
“ ye that work iniquity (r).* T

» (f) Mm vii, 230

&ik

SERMON



KRR KR KRR R KRR
Qﬁ& * M3 RO NI # kﬁ*ﬁi*ﬁﬁ

SERMO N XIIL

~ The Divine Mercy to mourning Peni-
| tents. ' o

ﬁi&ﬁ&i&i&&i&ﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁﬂﬁﬁ&ﬁﬁ&ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ@ﬁ: :

JEREMIAH XXX 18, 19, 20.

1 bave furely heard Epbraim bemoaning bimfelf thus,
Thou baft chaftifed me, and I was chaflifed, as
a bullock unaccuflomed to the yoke : turn thou me,
and 1 fball be turned ; for thou art the Lorp my
~ Gob. Surely after -that I was. turned, I re-
pented; and after that I was snfiruéted, I fmote
upon my thigh : I was afbamed, yea, even con-
" founded,becaufe I did bear the reproach of my .
- youth. Is Epbraim my dear fon? is be a pleaf~
* ant child? for fince I [pake againft bim, Ido
earneftly remember bim fiill: therefore my bowels
- are troubled for bim: I will furely bave mercy
" upon bim, fasth the Lorp. . .
KEXKEAN thefe words: the mourning lan-
Y 1. I,Sv\: guage of a penitent child, fenfible
@ @ of ingratitude, and at once defirous
B3<8X and afhamed to return, and the
tender language of a compaffionate father, at
once chaftifing, pitying, and pardoning, are
S Tweetly
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fweetly blended ; and the images:are fo lively
and moving, that, if they were regarded only

as poetical defcriptions founded -upon fition, -

they would be irrefiftibly ftriking.” But when
we confider them as the moft important reali-
ties, as deferiptive of that ingenuous repent-
ance which we muft all feel, -and of that gra-
cious acceptance we mutft all obtain from Gop
before we can be happy, what almighty energy

fhould they have upon us! how may our hearts -

diffolye within us at the found of fuch pathetic
complaints, and fuch gracious encouragements!
Hard indeed is that heart that can hear thefe

penitential ftrains without being melted into .

the like tender selentings, and inveterate is that
melancholy, incurable is that dg{pondcney, that
can liften to_ fuch expreffions of -

animated. - :
This whole chapter had a primary reference
to the Jews, and IP
mingle with them in their return from the Bz-
?Iw’an captivity. As they were enflaved .to
oreigners, and removed from their native land

for their fin, fo they could not be reftored but

upon their repentance. Upon this condition
only a reftoration was promifed them, Lev.
- XXVi. 40r—43. Deut. XxX. 1-—16. :
- In this chapter we have a prediction of their
repentance under the heavy chaftifement of
feventy years captivity, and of their return
thereupon to there own land, In the text hthle
- whole

fatherly com-_
paflion and love, without being cheared and -

uch of the Jfraclites as might-
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whole body of penitents among them is called
by the name of a fingle perfon, Epbraim. In
the prophetic writings the kingdom of the ten-
~tribes, as diftinguifhed from that of fudsb, is
frequently denominated by this name, -becaufe
the Epbraimites were a principal family among
them. And fometimes, as here, the name is
given to the Jews, probably on account of the
great number of Epbraimites mingled with them,
efpecially on their return from captivity. All
the penitent Jews are included under this fingle
name to intimate their unanimity in their re-
pentance; their hearts confented, like the heart
of one man, to turn to the Lord, from whom
with horrid unanimity they had revolted. This
fingle name Epbraim alfo renders this paffage
more eafily applicable to particular penitents in
all ages. Every one of fuch may infert hisown -
name, inftead of that of Epbraim,-and claim
the encouragement originally given to. him.
And indeed this whole paffage is applicable to
~ all true penitents. Repenting Epbraim did but
fpeak the .language of every one of you, my
brethren, wheo is made fenfible of the plague
of his own heart, and turned to the Lorp ; and
the tender language of forgiving grace to mourn-
ing Epkraim 1s addrefled to each of you, and it
is with a view to you that I intend to confider
this fcripture. B
. The text naturally refolves itfelf into three -
parts, as it confifts of three verfes. In the firft
-verfe we find the carelefs,. refolute Impenitent
: reduced
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reduced by chaftifement to a fenfe of his danger,
‘and the neceflity of turning to Gop, and yet
fenfible of his utter inability, and therefore cry-
ing for the attractive influences of divine grace.
You hear Epbraim bemoaning his wretched
cafe, and pouring out importunate groans for
relief, thus; # Thou haft chaftifed me, and
# I was chaftifed, like a bullock unaccuftomed
# to the yoke,® that ftruggles and wearies
himfelf in vain to get free from it, and muft
be broken and tamed. with fevere- ufage.—
* Thus ftubborn and unmanageable have I
¢ 'been; and now, when I am convinced of
¢ the neceffity of a return to thee, I feel my
““ my obftinate heart reluctate, like a wild ox,
“ and I cannot come. I therefore cry to thee
‘¢ for the attractive influence of thy grace;
¢ Turn thou me, and I fhall be turned ; draw
¢ me, and I fhall run after theee. To whom
¢ but to thee, thould I return? and to whom
¢ but to thee, thould I apply for ftrength to
_ ¢ return? For thou only art the Lorp my
¢« Gop, who can help me, and whom I
¢ am under infinite obligations to ferve.”—

Thus the awakened finner prayed, and mercy -

liftened to his cries. The attractive influences
of divine grace are granted, and he is enabled
- to return ; which introduces the fecond branch
of the text in the 1gth verfe, in which the new
~ convert is reprefented as refleCting upon the
efficacy of converting grace, and the glorious

change wrought in him by it: *Surely after -

# that

. PRE——
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* that I was turned, I repented ; and after that
# ] was inftructed, I fmote upon my thigh: I
# was athamed, yea, even confounded, becaufe.
1 did bear the reproach of my youth.*
While the returning Prodigal is venting him=
felf in thefe plaintive ftrains in fome folitary
corner his heavenly Father’s bowels are moving
over him. The third part of the text repre«
fents the blefled Gop liftening to the cries of
his mourning child. I have furely heard,”
“or according to the emphafis of the original;
hearing 1 have heard « Epbraim bemoaning
** himfelf :” and while Epbraim is going on in
his paffionate complaints, Gop as it were inter=
rupts him, and furprifes him with the foothing
voice of mercy. * Is Epbraim my dear fon? 13
# he a pleafant child *? furely heisi* Or we
may underftand the words thus, as if Gop fhould
fay, “ Whofe mourning voiceis this I hear ? Is
te this Ephraim my dear fon? Is this my pleafant
« child, that bemoans himfelf as a helplefs or-
« phan, orone abandoned by his father ? And
« can I bear to hear his eomplaints without
¢« mingling divine confolations with them; and
« affuring him of pardon? no; for finee 1
¢ {pake againft him in my threatenings, I do
s earneftly remember him ftill: therefore my
Vou. Il H “ bowels

* Though affirmative Interrogations are geherally to be under-
flood as firong Negations, yet fometimes they are to be anderftood
afirmatively. See 1 Sam. ii. 27,28. job xx. 4 according to the
Hebrew, Jer. iii. 6. Ezek. xx. 50, Amosvi. 2,
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s bowels ‘are troubled for him; I will furely
¥¢ have mercy upon him, faith the Lorp.” _

- 1 fhall endeavour to illuftrate each of thefe

_ parts of the text, ‘and thus fhall be led to de-
{cribe the preparative exercifes, the nature and
concomitants of true repentance; and .the
tender compaffions of heaven towards mourn-
ing penitents, . :

L Let us view the returning finner under
his firft fpiritual concern, which is generally
preparatory to evangelical Repentance.

And where fhall we find him ?. And what is

he doing? We fhall not now find him, as
nfual, in a thoughtlefs hurry abont earthly
things, confining all his attention to thefe
trifles, and unmindful of the important con-
cerns of eternity. We fhall not find him
merry, inconfiderate, and vain. in a' circle of
jovial, carelefs companions? much lefs fhall
we find him intrépid and fecure in a, courfe of
fin, gratifying his flefh, and indulging his lufts,
1In this enchanted road the crowd of hardy im-
penitents. pafs fecure and chearful down to the
c¢hambers of death, but the awakened finner
flies from it with horror, or, if his depraved
heart would tempt him to walk in it, he can-
not take many fteps before he is fhocked with
the horrid apparition of impending danger.
He finds the flattering paths of fin haunted
with the terrible fpetres of guilt, and the
fword of divine vengeance gleams bright and

’ dreadful

—r
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dreadful before him, and feems lifted to give
the fatal blow. You will therefore find the
awakened finner {olitary, and folemi .in fome
~ retired corner, not deceiving himfelf with vain
hopes of fafety in his prefent ftate, but alarm=
ed with apprehenfions of danger; not plan=
ning fchemes for his feculag advantage, nor afks
ing with fordid anxiety, ¢ Who will thew ‘me
¢ any temporal good ¢” but folicitous about his
Eerifh'm_g oul, and anxioufly enquiring, *what
fhall I do to be faved ?* He is not congratu-
lating himfelf upon the imagimary goodnefs of
his heart or bfe, or priding himfelf with fecret
wonder ina rich conceit of his excellencies, but
ou will hear him in his forrowful retirement
emoaning, or (as the original fignifies). con<
doling himfelf. He fees his cafe to be really
awful and fad, and he, as 1t.were, takes up a
lamentation over himfelf. He.is no thoré
fenfelefs, bard-hearted, and felf-applauding as
he was wont to be, but, like a mourning turtle,
he bewails himfelf in fuch tragical ftrains as
thefe : ¢ Unhappy creature that I amh! into
¢« what a deplorable ftate have I brouglt my-
s felf! and how long. Liave I continued in it
¢ with the infenfibility of a rock, and the ftu-
«¢ pidity of a brute? Now I may mourn over
¢ my paft negleted, and unimproved days; as
¢« fo many deceafed friends, fent indeed from
¢« heaven to do me goed, but cruelly killed by
 my ungrateful negleét, and continued de-
¢ lays as to a return to. Gop and holinefs.
MR - I « Fly
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“ Fly back ye abufed months and years; arife
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from the dead; reftore me your precious
mornents again, that I may unravel the web
of life, and form it anew ; and that I may
improve the opportunities I have fquandered
away. Vain and defperate with! The wheels
of time will not return, and what fhall I
do? Here I am, a guilty obnoxious creature,
uncertain of life, and unfit to die; alienated
from Gop, and incapable, alas, I may add,
unwilling to return; a flave to fin, and too
feeble to break the fetters of inveterate ha-
bits; liable to the arreft of divine juftice,
and unable to deliver myfelf; expofed to
the vengeance of heaven, yet can make no
atonement ; deftitute of an intereftinCurisr,
and uncertain, awfully uncertain, whether
I fhall ever obtain it. Unhappy creature!
How juftly may I take up a lamentation over
myfelf! Pity me, ye brute creation, that
know not to fin, and therefore cannot know
the mifery of my cafe; and have pity upon
me, have pity upon me, O ye my friends!
And if thefe guilty lips may dare to pro-
nounce thy injured name, O thou Gobp of
grace, have pity upon me! But alas! I de-
ferve no fpity, for how long have I denied it
to myfelt! Ah! infatuated wretch! why did
not I fooner begin to fecure my unhappy foul,
that has lain all this time neglected and un-
pitied upon the brink of ruin! Why did I
not fooner lay thy condition to heart? Alas,
- ' « I fhould
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¢« I {hould have gone on' thoughtlefs ftill, had
¢ T not been awakened by the kind féventy,
~ ¢ the gracious chaftifements of my difhonouf--
¢ ed Father.” .
~ # Theu hat chaftifed me=. Thls, as fpoken‘
by Epbraim, had a particular reference to thé.
Babylonifb captivity, but we may naturally take
occafion from it to fpeak of thofe calamities in:
“general, whether outward or inward, that are
made the means of alarming the fecure finner."
There are many ways which our heavenly
Father takes to correct his undutiful . children
* until they return to him, - Sometimes he kind=
ly takes away their health; the.abufed occafiore
of their wantonnefs and. fecqnty, and reftrains
them from their lufts with fetters of afflictiom
- This is beautifully defcribed by Eliku, # He
# is chaftened with pain upen -his bed,: and
the multitude . of his.-bones- with ﬁs[on
4 pain; fo that his life .-abhorreth. bread
* and his foul damty meat. His flefh is con~
# {umed away, that it cannot be feen, and hig
# bones that were not feen; ftick out, yea;
# his foul draweth near.unto- the:grave, and his
# life unto the deftroyers. .~ f: there be a mefy
“ fenger with him, a peculiarly fkilful interprets
# er, one among a thoufand, to fhew unto man
“ his uprightnefs, then he.is gracious untp
# him, and faith, Deliver him fram going down
# tothe pit; I have found a ranfom(a).* Some-
tlmes Gop awakens the finner to bethink
: : H3 " hm-
(a) Job xxxiii. 19, &¢, " G e iex

H

»
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limfelf by ftripping him of his-earthly fup, -
potts and comforts, his eftate_or-his relatives,
which drew away his heart from eternal things,
and thus brings him to fee the neceffity of turn-
ing to' Gab the fountain of blifs, upon the
failure of the ftieams. Thus he dealt with
profligate Manaffeh(5). * He was taken in thorns,
# and bound in fetters, and carried to Babylon ;
* and when he was in afflition, he befought
# the Lord, and hambled himfelf greatly be~
= fore him, and prdyed untohim, &c.* Thug
alfo Gop promifes to'do with his chofen ; # I
#iwill gaufe you to pdfs under my rod, and
¥ ‘bring you into'the Bond of my cavenant (¢).
*-.But the prircipd]l means of ‘coiréction which
Gop uies for the end of returri to’ him is that
of: fonfciencey ind -indeed ‘without this al ~
the: reft arein wain; Outward afflictions are of
fgrvide only ag’thiey tend to awaken the con-
feience from its lethargy to-a faithftl diftharge
of its truft, It is conicience that makes the
Giriner fenfible of his:mifery, and fcourges him
tithhe. return- to Wis duty. “This is'a chattife-
meént the thoft dgvere 'that hiiman -nature can
ehdure. - "Fhe'lathes -of a guilty confcience are
ifitolerable; dnd fpine  under them have chofen
fieangling ‘and Jeath rather- than life. The
fpirit of ‘a‘mamrmay bear him up under out-
ward infirmities; but when the fpirit R ig
R R P T PR F W.ol.lnéeé
:‘nh.i “(6) 2 Chron. xxxit. 71,12,

(c) Ezek.xx. 37, See alf{ Plal. ;xixiag. 32 Br

() E: vyxxii. 15. and
xxix. 15 .

—_d. =
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wounded, who can bear it (¢)? Conftiénce 15
a ferpent in his breaft, which bites and gnaws
this heart, and he can no more avoid it than he
can fly from himfelf. Its for¢e is fo great and
univerfal, thdt even the heathen poet - Juvenal,
not famous for ‘the delicacy of his morals,
taught by experience, could fpeak: feelingly of
its fecret blows, and of agonizing fweats under
its tortures*, ~° - - B

Let not fuch of you ashave never been tor-
tured with its remorle, ‘congritulate yourfelves
upon your happinefs, for you are riot inno~
cents; and therefore confcience; will not al- -
ways ﬂcqu; #t will not alwayé lie torpid and
inaltive, like a fhake behumbed with cold, in
‘your breaft. - It will awakeén: you either to'your
converfion, or condemnation. Either the fire
of Gop’s wrath flaming from his law will en-
liven it in this world to fting you with medici-
nal anguith; or the uriquenchable fire of ‘his
vengeance in the lake of fire and brimftone will
‘thaw it into life, and then it will horribly. rage
‘in your breaft; and diffufe its tormenting poifon

H g4 . through
o C (d) Prov.wviting. - o - T
# - Frigida mens cft A P
“Criminibus, tacitd fudant precerdid culps.

- Juvan, Sat. B

———— Cortamen hosta "~ - ° Peoa o

Bvafifle pufes, quos diri confcia falti -

Mens habet attonitos, & furdo verbere czdit,

Occulum quét'rente -animo @oxto:c flagellum LD
‘Id. Sat. XIIL,

’
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through your whole frame: then it will be»
fome a pever-dying worm, and prey upon
your hearts forever. But if you now fuffer 1t
to pain you with falutary remorfe, and awaken
?'_ou to a tender fenfibility of your danger, this
inteftine enemy will in the end become your
bofom-friend, will fupport you under every
falamity, and be your faithful companion and
Fuardian through the moft dangerous paths of
ife. Therefore now fubmit to its wholfome
{eyerities, now yield to its chaftifements. Such
of you as have fubmitted tg ijts authoxity, and .
obeyed its faithful admonitions, find 1t your
beft friend; and you now blefs the day in
which you complied with its demands; though,
before diving grace renewed your heart, your
wills were ftubborn and reluttant; and you

might fay with Epbraim, . ,
. # I was chaftifed asa bullock nnaccuftomed
' # tothe yoke ;% thatis, * Asa wild young ox,
- ¢« upbroken from the herd, is unmanageable,
« refufes the yoke, becomesoutrageous at the
.« whip or goad, and wearies himfelf in in-
.« effettual ftruggles to throw off the burden
«¢ clapt upon him, and regain his favage li-
« berty, and never will fubmit until wearied
« out, and upable to refit any longer; fo has
# ‘my ftubborn heart, unaccuftomed to obey,
¢ refufed the yoke of thy law, O my Gob, and
“« ﬁrugglgd -wjth fyllen obftinacy under thy
¢ chaftifements. Inftead of calmly fubmitting
¢ to thy rod, and immediately, refoyming un-

wl

R » £ dep
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« der correCtion, inftead of turning to thee,
« apd flying to thy arms to avoid the falling
< blow, I was unyielding and outrageous, like
¢ a wild bull in a net (¢). I wearied myfelf in
“ defperate ftruggles to free myfelf from ‘thy
“ chaftifing hand, or vainly tried to harden
*< myfelf to bear it with obdurate infenfibility.
¢« I tried to break the rod of confecience that ¥
‘“ might no more groan under its lafhes, and
“ my heart reluCtated and rebelled againft the
#¢ gracious defign of thy correction, which was
* to briniy me back to thee my heavenly fa-
¢ ther. But now I am wearied out, now I
*¢ am fenfible I muft fubmit, or perith, and
¢« that my confcience is too ftrong for-me, and
‘ muft prevail,” . B P

You fee, my brethren, the obftinate reluc-
tance of an awakened finner to return to Gob.
Like a wild young bullock, he would range
at large, and ‘is impatient of the yoke of the
law, and the reftraints of confcience. ~He
loves his fin, and cannot bear to part with
it. He hasno relifh for the exercifes of de-
votiop, and afcetic mortification; and there-
fore will not fubmit to them. The way of
holinefs is difagreeable to his depraved heart,
and he will not turn his feet to it.  He loves to
be ftupidly eafy and ferene in mind, and cannot
bear to be checked in his_purfuit of bufinefs or
pleafure .by anxieties of heart, and therefore
he is impatient of the honeft warnings of his

~

N J
(9 Ha. li. 20,

s
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confcience, and ufes a variety of wretched ex-
pedients to filence its clamorous rémonftrances.
In fthort, he will do any thing, he will turn
to any thing rather than turn to Gop. If his
confcience will but be fatisfied, he will forfake
many ofclis fins; he will, like Herod (f), da
wany things, and walk in the wholé round of
outward daties.- All this he will do, if his conf~
cience will be but bribed by it. But if conf-
cience enlarges its demands, and, after he has
reformed his life, requires him to make him 3
new heart, requires him te turn not only from
the outward pratice of grofs vices, but from
the love of all fin, not only to turn to
the obfervance of religious duties, but to turn
to the Lorp with- all his heart, and furrender
'himfelf entirely to him, and make it the main
bufinefs of life to ferve him; if confcierice, I
fay, carrigs its demands thus far, he cannot
bear it, he ftruggles to throw off the yoke.
And fome are curfed with horrid fuccefs i the
~ attempt.: they are permitted to reft content in
a partial Reformation, or external Religion, as
$ufRcent, and fo go down to the grave  with
< a_lic in thejr right hand.© But the happy
deul,.on whom divine grace is determined to
finifh jts. work in fpite of all oppofition, is fuf-
fered to weary itlelf outin a vain refiftance of
she chaftrements of confcience, till it is ob-
liged to rgi:}c_], ‘and {ubmit to the yoke. And
then with Epbraim, it will cry, ~ - "

| | ¥ Tum
(f) Mark vi, z0;
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_® Turn thou me, and I fhall be turned.®
This is the mourning finner’s language, when.
convinced that he muft fubmit and tum te
Gop, and in the mean time finds himfelf ut-
terly unable to turn. Many effays he makes
to give himfelf to the Loro, but O!. his heart
ftarts back, and fhrinks. away, as though he
were rufhing into flames, when he is but fly-
ing to the gracious embraces of his Father..
He firives, and frives to drag it along, but all
invain. And what fhall he do in this extre-
mity? but cry, *Lorn, turn thou me, and I
# fhall be turned ; draw me, and I fhall run
e after thee*. . * Work.in me to will and to
¢ do, and then I fhall work out-my own fal.
s vation ? Lorp, though I am fenfible of the
« neceflity of turning to. thee, though I exert
 my feeble ftrength 1 many a languiq efforg
£ to come, yet I-cannot; I cannot fo much as
¢¢"creep towards thee, .tf]ough.l.ﬂlou}gi dicon
« the fpot.  Not only thy word; but my own
% experience now conyinces me that I can
¢ come unto thee, unlefs thou draw me (g)s
« Others vainly boaft of their ima,g'inag pow+
*“ er, as though, when. they fet themfelves a~
# baut it they could perform fome. great a-
¢ chievements. ‘Thus I once flattersd myfelf,
* bat now, whenIam mofk capable of judg-
¢ ing, that is, when I come to ‘the trial, all
* my boafts are humbled. Here I lie; an hejp~
¢¢ lefs creature, unable to go to.the phyfician,
ERAGER At « unable
(g) Jobn vi. 44.
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¢ unable to accept of pardon and life on the
< eafy terms of the gofpel, and unable to free
“ myfelf from the bondage of fin; and thus I
« muft lie forever, unlefs that Gop from whom
« I have revolted, draws me back to himfelf.
% Turn me, O thou that haft the hearts of all
< men in thy hands, and canft turn them
¢« whitherfoever thou pleafeft, turn me; and
« then, weak and reluctant as I am, I fhall
_% be turned ; this backward heart will yield to
“ the almighty attraction of thy grace.

«« Here I am as paffive clay in the hand of
« the potter ; incapable to fathion myfelf
¢ into a veflel fit for thy houfe, but thou canft
“ form me as thou {eafcﬁ‘. This hard and
* ftubborn heart will be dufile and pliable
¢ to thine irrefiftible power.” - Thus you fee
the awakened finner is driven to earneft prayer
in his exigence. Never did a drowning man
call for help, or a condemned malefa&ter plead
for pardon with more fincerity and ardour.
If the finner had neglected prayer all his life
before, now he flies to it as Sxe only expedient
left, or if he formerly ran it over in a carelefs
unthinking manner, as an infignificant form,
now he exerts all the importunity of his foul ; ~
now he: prays as for his life, and cannot reft
till his defires are anfwered. * '

The finner’ ventures to enforce his petition
by pleading his relation to Gopn; ¢ Turn me
¢ —for thou art the Lord my Gop.” There
is a fenfe in which a finner in his unregenett,;atg,
LTt : ate -
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ftate cannot call Gop 4is Gop, thatis, he can-
not claim a fpecial intereft in him as his por=
tion, nor cry “ Abba, Father* with the Spirit
of adoption, as reconciled to Gop. -But even
an unregenerate finner may call him 7y Gop
‘in other fenfés ; he is 45 Gop by right, that is,
though he has idolatroufly yielded himfelf to
“othér gods, yet by right he thould have ac-
. knowledged him only. He is 4#s Gob as that
name denotes authority and power, to which -
all fhould be fubjet; Ais Gop, as he would
-~ now choofe him to be his Gop, his portion,
and his all, which isimplied in turning to him;.
he is bis Gop by anticipation and hope, as
upon his turning to him he will become his re-
conciled Gop in covenant; and he 47s Gop by
outward profeflion and vifible relation. The
force of this argument to urge his petition for
Acoxll]vcrting grace may be viewed in various
lights. : ‘ ‘ '
glt may be underftood thus; ¢ Turn thou me,
< for thou only, who art the Lorp of the uni- -
¢ verfe, and .haft all the creation at thy con-
¢ troul, thou only, who art my Gop and ruler,
¢ and in whofe hand my heart is, art able to
: ¢ turn. fo obftinate a creature. In vain do I
¢ feek for help elfewhere. Not all the means
¢ upon earth, not all the perfuafions, exhor-
¢ tations, invitations and terrors that can be
¢ ufed with me, can turn this heart; it is a
 work becoming the Lord Gop almighty, and
& it is thou alone canft effect it.” - o
iy
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Or we may underftand the plea thus ; *“ Turr

¢ thou me, and I fhall turn to thee; to thee
¢« who art the Lord my Gop, and to whom [
¢ am under the moft facred obligations to re-
* turn, I would refign thine own right to
¢ thee; I would fubmit to thee who alone haft
“ a juft claim to me as thy fervant.”
' Or the words may be underftood as an abju-
ration of all the idol-lufts to which the finner
‘was enflaved before. I will turn to thee;
* for to whom fhould I turn but to the Lord
*“ my Gop? “ What have I to do any more
# with idols (5) ?*- Why fhould I any longer
« fubmit to other Lords, who have no right
« tome? I would renounce them all; I would
« throw off all fubjection to them, and avouch
¢¢ thee alone for the Lord my Gop.” Thus
the Jews renounced their falfe gods upon their
return from Babylon.

Or we may underftand the words asan en-
couragement to hope for converting grace, fince
it is afked from a Gop of infinite power and
goodnefs. “ Though I have moft grievoufly
‘¢ offended, and, had I done the thoufandth part
« fo much againft my fellow creatures, I could
¢ never expett a favourable admiffion inta
“ their prefence ; yet I dare afk fo great a fa- -
¢« vour of thee, for thou art Gop, and not
“ man : thy power and thy grace are all di-
‘ vine, fuch as become a Gopo. T therefore
~ “ dare to hope for that from thy hands, which

: - ' ' ¢ Imight
(%) Hofea xiv. 8, '
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<< I might defpair of from all the univerfe of
¢ beings befides.” |
. Or finally, the paffage may be looked upon
as a plea drawn from the finner’s ¢xternal rela-
tion to Gop, asa member of his vifible church
and as dedicated to him. * Turn me, and f
¢ will turn to thee, whofe name I bear, and
“¢ to whom 1 have been early devoted. I would
¢ now of my own choice acknowledge the
“ Gop of my fathers, and return to the guide
“ of my youth. And, fince thou haft honour-
“ ed me with a place in thy vifible church, I
“ humbly hope thou wilt not reject me now,
«« when I would fincerely confecrate myfclf to
« thee, and become thy fervant in reality, as
“ well as in appearance.” In this fenfe the
plea might be ufed with peculiar propriety by
the Jews, who had been nationally adopted as
the peculiar people of Gop. |
In. whatever fenfe we underftand the
words they convey to us this important truth,
that the awakened finner is obliged to take all
“his encouragement fram Gop, and not from
himfelf. All his truft is in the divine mercy,
and he is brought to an happy felf-defpair.

Having viewed Fpbraim under the prepara~
tory work of legal convictian, and the dawn of
evangelical repentance, Jet us view him,

IL As refleCting upon the furprifing efﬁcac‘%
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of grace he had fought, and which was be=
ftowed upon him in anfwer to his prayer. ’
We left him juft now crying, # Turn thoud
= me, and I fhall be turned:* here we find
him actually turned: * Surely after that I was
# turned, I repented* When the Lorp ex-
erts his power to fubdue the ftubbornnefs
of the finner, and fweetly to allure him to him-
felf, then the finner repents. Then his heart
diffolves in ingenuous difinterefted relentings.
His forrow and concern before converfion aré
forced and mercenary, they are occafioned only
by a felfith fear of punifhment, and he would
willingly get rid of them, but now his grief is
free and fpontaneous; it flows from his heart as
freely as ftrearns from a fountain ; and he takes
E{eafure in tender relentings before the Lorp for'
is fin; he delights to be humble, and to feel
~ his heart diffolve within him. An heart of
fleth, foft and fufceptive of impreffions, is his
choice, and a ftony infenfible heart his greateft -
burden ; the more penitent the more happy,
and the more fenfelefs, the more miferable he
finds himfelf. Now alfo his heart is actuated
with ‘a generous concern for the glory of Gop,
and he fees the horrid evil of fin as contrary to
the holinefs of Gop, and an ungrateful requit-
al of his uninterrupted beneficence. "
. We learn from this paffage that the true pe=
nitent 1s fenfible of a mighty turn in his temper
ffld Inclinations, * Surely after that I was
Z TURNED, I repented.” His whole foul is
| turned
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. turned from what he formerly delighted in, and
#urned to what he had no relith for before.
Particularly his thoughts, his will, and affec-
tions are turhiéd to Gop ; there is an heavenly
bias communicated to them, which draws them
to holinefs, like the ldw of gravitation in the
material world. There is inde¢ed a new turn
given to his outward pracice; the world may
1n fome meafure fee that he is 2 #zew man ; but
this is not all; the firft {pring that turns all
the wheels of the foul and actions of life is the
heart, and this is firft fet right. The change
within is as evident as that without, could our
eyes penetrate the heart. In fhort, # If any
* man be in CHrisT, he is throughout a #ew
*# creature ; old things are pafled dway, and
* behold, all things are become hew.”

Apply this touch-ftone to your heatts, my
brethren, ard feée if they will ftand the teft.

The penitént pioceeds, * After that I was in«
# ftruced, I fmote upon my thigh.# The
fame grace that turhs him does alld inftrut
him ; nay, itis by difcovering to hirh the béau-
ty of holinefs, and the glory of Gob in the face
of Jesus CurisT, that it draws him. Heis
brought out of darknefs into inarvellous and
aftonifhing light, that furprifés him with new
difcoveries of things: He is inftiruted particu-
larly, as to the neceflity of turiting to Gop, as
to the horrid irigratitude, vilenefs, and deformi-
ty of fin, and as to his folly and wickednefs in
continuihg fo long alienated fromr Gop. By the
~ Vou. IL I o way
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way have you ever been let in to thefe fecrets,
my hearers? And when inftructed in thefe,
. * He {mites upon his thigh.” This gefture de-
notes confternation-and amazenient, and nature
dire€ts us thus to exprefs thefe paflions.  Ezekiel.
is injoined to ufe this gefture as a prophetic ac-
tion fignifying the horror and aftonifhment of
his mind (z). This action therefore of the pe-
‘nitent intimates what confternation and amaze-.
‘ment he is caft into, when thefe new difcove-
ries flath upon his foul. He ftands amazed
at himfelf. He is ftruck with horror to think
‘what an ungrateful, ignorant, ftupid wretch he
‘has been all his life till this happy moment.
« Alas! what have I been doing? abufing all
" my days in ruining my own foul, and dif-
-« honouring the Gop of all my mercies! con-
“* ‘tentedly eftranged from him, and not feek-
¢ ing to return! Where were my eyes that I
“« never before faw the horrid evil of my con-
‘“ du@, and the fhocking deformity of fin,
"¢« which now opens to me in all its hideous co-
 lours! Amazing! that divine vengeance has
¢ not broken out upon me before now ! Can it
.% be that I am yet alive! in the land of hope
« too! yea, alive, an humble pardoned penitent!
¢ Letheaven and earth wonderat this, for furely
- the fun never fhone upon a wretch fo unde-
_¢¢ ferving fo great a monument of mercy.!” .
The pardoned Penitent proceeds, #1 was a-
‘# fhamed, yea, even confounded,’ becauﬁz] I
. s did

(9) Ezek. xxi. 12, |
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% didbear the reproach of my youth.* We are-
athamed, when we are cauglit in a mean, bafe;
and fcandalous aétion ; we blufh, and are con-
founded, and know not where to look, or
what to fay. Thus the Penitent is heartily.
afhamed of himfelf, when he reflets upon the
~ fordid difpofitions Lie has iadulged, and the
- bafe and fgandalous attions he has eommitted.
He blufhes at lis own infpection; he is con-
founded at his own tribunal. ' He appears to
himfelf, a mean, bafe, contemptible wretch ;
and, though the world may honour him, he
loaths himfelf, as viler than the earth le treads
on, and is fecretly afhamed to fee the face of
man. And how then fhall he appear before
Gop? how fhall he hold up his face ip the pre-
fence of his injured Father? He comes to g{m
athamed, and covering his head. He knows
hot what to fay tohim; he knows not how to
~ look him in the face, but he falls down abath-
ed and confounded at his feet. Thus was pe«
nitent Ezra athamed before Gop.. He fell up-
on his knees, and lifted up his hands (his eyes,
like the Publican, he durft not lift up) unto
the heavens, and he fays, * O my Gop, | am
# afhamed, and bluth ta lift up my face to thee,
“ my Gob; for our iniquities are increafed-
# over our heads, and our trefpafles are. grown
# up unto the heavens«sAnd now, O our
* Gop, what fhall we fay after this? for we
# have broken thycommandments (). * Thus
o 12 it

(#) Ezrd iz, smmt0..
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- # it was foretold concerning the repenting Jews,
“ Then thou fhalt remember thy evil ways and
“ be be athamed. ‘Thou fhalt be confounded,
* and never open thy mouth any more, becaufe
# of thy thame (/) There is good reafon for
this “confcious fhame, and therefore it is en-
joined as a duty: * Not for your fakes do I this
“ unto you, faith the Lord Gop, be it known
# unto you: be athamed and confounded for
= your own ways, O houfe of Ifrael(m).~

: "And what is the caufe of this fhame in the

mourning Penitent? ¢ O, fays he, it is becaufe
# I bear the reproach of my youth.# * Icarry
¢ upon me (as the original word fignifies) the
« brand of infamy. My youth, alas! was

« fpent in a thoughtlefs neglect of Gop and |

¢ the duties I owed him ; my vigorous days
"¢ were wafted in fenfual extravagances, and
gratifying my criminal inclinations. My
«« prime of life, which fhould have been facred
“ to the Author of my exiftence, was fpent
“ in rebellion againft him. Alas! my firft
¢ thoughts, my virgin-love did not afpire to
him; nor did my young defires, as foon
¢ as fledged, wing their flight to heaven. In
« thort, the temper of my heart, and my
« courfe of life, from the firft exercifes of rea-
“ fon to this happy hour of my converfion,
were a difgrace to my rational nature; I

{4

{8

¢ have degraded myfelf beneath the beaftsthat
- ¢ perifh.”” . # Behold, I am vile! I loath and’

\ # abhor
) Ezek, xvi, 61,63, (=) Ezek. xxxvi. 32.
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#* abhor myfelf for all my filthinefs and abo-
* minations(z).* = “ And how amazing the
«« grace of Gob, to honour fo bafe a wretch
¢¢ with a place among the children of his love I”’

- Thus I have delineated the heart of penitent
Epbraim : and let me afk you, my brethren, is

this your pi¢ture? Have you ever felt fuch in- - .

genuous relentings, fuch juft confternation, fuch
holy fhame and confufion? There can be no
tranfition from nature to grace without previ-
ous concern, &c. You all bear the reproach
of that youth, you have all {fpent fome unhap-
py days in the fcandalous ways of fin, and
your confciences ftill bear the brand of infamy.
And have you ever been made deeply fenfible
~of it? Has Gop ever heard you bemoaning
yourfelves thus in fome mournful folitude,
. # Thou haft chaftifed me, and I was chaftifed,
# as a bullock unaccuftomed to the yoke.*
Is there any fuch mourner here this day? then
liften to the gracious voice of your heavenly
Father, while ‘ . ' o

II1. 1 am illuftrating the laft, the {weeteft
part of the text, which exprefles the tender com-
paffion of Gop towards mourning Penitents. -

While they are bemoaning their cafe, and
confcious that they do not deferve one look of
love from Gob, he is reprefented as attentively
Jiftening to catch the firft penitential groan that
breaks from' their hearts. Epbraim, in the

(») Ezek. xxxvi. 310 - '
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depth of his defpondency, probably did hardly
‘hope that ‘Gop took any notice of his fecret
forrows, which he fupprefled as much as pof-
fible from the public view: but Gop heard
‘him, Gop was watching to hear the fift
mournful cry; and he repeats all his com-
-plaints, to let him know (after the manner
-of men) what particular notice he had taken of
them, # I have furely heard, or hearing I
# have heard,” ¢ that is, I have attentively heard
s Epbraim bemoaning himfelf thus.”

What ftrong confolation may this give to
-defponding mourpers, who think themf{elves
neglected by that Gop to whom they are.pour-
ing out their weeping fupplications ! ‘He hears
your fecret groans, he counts your fighs, and
puts your tears into his bottle, His eyes pene~
trate all the fecrets of your heart; and he ob-
feryes all their feeble firuggles ta turn to him-
felf ; and he beholds you net as an unconcern-
. ed {pectator, but with all the tender emotions

of fatherly compaffion: for, o
While he is liftening. to Epbraim’s mourn- .
ful complaints, he abruptly breaks in upon
him, and fweetly furprifes him with the warm-
-eft declarations of pity and grace. ¢ Is this
¥¢ Epbraim, my dear fon, whofe mourning voice
* Thear? Is this my pleafant child, or (as it -
¢ might be rendered) the child of my delights,
¢ who thus wounds my ear with his heart-
% rending greans?” What ftrange language
“this to an ungrateful, unyielding rebel, thag
' - T €on~
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continued obftinate till he was wearied out;
that would not turn, till drawn; that deferved
to fall a victim to juftice? This is the language
.of compaffion all divine, of grace that becomes
a Gop. | S , R

This paffage contains a moft encouraging
+ truth, that, however vile and abandoned a fin-
ner has been, yet, upon his repentance he be- -
comes. Gop’s dear fon, his favourite child.
‘He will from that moment regard him, pro-
vide for him, protet him, and bring him to
his heavenly inheritance, as his fon and heir.
# Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor prin-

- * cipalities, nor powers, northings prefent,
. * nor things to come, &c. (o) fhall feparate him
# from his Father’s love ; but he fhall inherit
* all things (p).* Yea, all things are his al+
ready in title, and he fhall be made * greater"
# than the kings of the earth, he fhall be
made fuch as becomes fo dignified a relation,
as that of a Son to the King of kings and Lord

of lords," L '

And is not this magnet fufficient to- attract
~all this affembly to their Father’s houfe? Can
_you refift the almighty energy of fuch com-~

paflion? Return, ye perithing Prodigals ! Re-
turn ; though you have “ finned againft heaven
« and before your father, and are’' no more
% worthy to be called his fons,* yet return, and
you fhall be made his dear fans, his pleafant

children,
_ I4 o Are
(°) Rom: viii. 38, &, 1?) Revexxi. 7. C
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Are none of you in need of fuch ftrong con-
~ folation as this? Do you want encouragement
fo return, and are you ready to fpring up, and
run to your Father’s arms, upon the firft affus
rance of acceptance ? If this be what you want,
you have an abundance for your-fupply. - Are
all your fouls then in motion to return? Does
that eye, which darts through the whole crea-
tion at once, now behold your hearts moving
towards Gop ? Or am I wafting thefe gracious
encouragements upon ftupid creatures, void of
fenfation, that do not care for them, or that
are fo conceited of their own worth, as not
to need them? If fo, I retrat thefe confola-
- tions, with refpect to you, and fhall prefently
tell you your doom. ~ But let us farther purfue
itl}gl,{' mglting ftrains of paternal pity. -
# For fince J fpake againft him, I do ear-
* neftly remembper him ftill.” Many and dread-
ful were the threatenings denounced againft the
inner, while impenitent; and, had he continu-
ed impenitent, they would certainly have been
_executed upon him.  But the prinfary and im-
mediate defign of the threatenings are to make
men happy, and not to make them miferable ;
. they are defigned to deter them from difobe-
diencg, which is naturally produétive of mife-
. IY, or to reclaim them g’om it, which'is but
to reftrain them in their career to ruin, And
confequently thefe’ threatenings, proceed from
love as well as the promifes of our Gop, from
love to the perfon, though from hatred to" fin.
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So the.fame love which prompts a parent t&
promife a reward to his fon for obedience, will
prompt him alfo to threaten him, if he takes

- fome dangerous weapon to play with: or, to .

choofe a more pertinent illuftration, for Gop
is the moral ruler as well as father of the ra-
tional world, the fame regard to the public
weal, which induces a lawgiver to annex a re~

".ward to obedience, will alfo prompt him to add

penalties to his law to deter from difobedience;
and his immediate defign is not to make any

- of his fubjetts miferable, but to keep them
from making themfelves and others miferable

by difobedience ; though, when the threatening
is once denounced, it 1s neceffary it fhould be
executed, to vindicate the veracity of the law-
giver, and fecure his government from infult and
contempt. Thus when the primary end of the di-
vine threatenings, namely, the deterring and re-
claiming men from difobedience is not obtained,
then it becomes neceffary that they fhould be

“executed upon the impenitent in all their dread-

ful extent ; but when the finner is brought to
repentance, and to fubmit to the divine go-
vernment, then all thefe threatenings are repeal-
ed, and they fhall not hurt on¢ hair of his
head. And the finner himfglf will acknow-
ledge that thefe threatenings proved neceflary
mercies to him, and that the denunciation of
everlafting punifhment was one mean of bring-
ang him to everlafting happinefs, and that dj-

: . T Coovne
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vine vengeance in this fenfe confpired with di-
vine grace to fave him. : .
~ Conlfider this, ye defponding Penitents, and
allay your terrors. That Gop, who has writ«
ten fuch bitter things againft you in his word,
earneftly and affetionately remembers you ftill,
and it was with a kind intent to you that he
thundered out thefe terrors at which you trem-
ble. * Thefe acids, this bitter Ehyﬁc were ne-
‘ceflary for your recovery. Thefe coals of fire
were neceﬂZtry to awaken you out of your
lethargy. Therefore read the love of your
Father, even in thefe folemn warnings. He
-affeionately remembers you ftill ;. he cannot
put yon out of his thoughts. o ,
= Therefore my bowels, (adds the all-graci-
= ous Febovab) are treubled for him.” Afto-
‘nithing beyond conception ! How can we bear
~ up under fuch words as thefe? Surely they muft
break our hearts, and overwhelm our fpirits!
Here is the great Gon, who has millions of fu-
;Feriox_' Beings to ferve him, and who is abfo-
utely independent upon them all, troubled,
his very bowelstroubled, for a rebellious, ufe-
lefs, trifling worm! Be aftonifhed at this, ye
" Angels of Iight, who are the witnefies of fuch -
“amazing, fucly unbounded compaffion! and
- wonder at it, O ye {ons of men, who are more
“intimately concerned in it, ftand and adore as
"it were, in ftatues of admiration! It is true
_thefe words are not to be taken literally, as
“though the Deity were capable of forrow, or
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any of the human paffions, but he here con.
~ defcends to adapt himfelf to the language of
mortals, and to borrow fuch images as will
convey to us the moft lively ideas of his grace
-and tendernefs to mourning Penitents, and no
* image can anfwer this end better, than that of
a Father, whofe bowels are yearning over his
mourning child proftrate at his feet, and who
with eager embraces raifes him up, affuring
him of pardon and acceptance. If any of yon
~ ‘%know what it is to receive a penitent child in
this manner, while all the faber is tenderl
‘working within you, you may form {ome af-
fefting ideas of the readinefs of ‘our heavenly
Father to receive returning finners from this
tender illuftration. ' ‘ §
~ The Lorp concludes this moving fpeech with
-a promife that includes in it more than we can
alk or think, fealed with his own facred name.
. » T will furely have mercy,” or (according to
the more emphatical original) with * Mercy I
# will have mercy upon'him, faith the Lorp :#
that is, 1 will thew abundant mercy to him, I
will give him all the bleflings that infinite mer-
‘cy can beftow, and what can be needed more ?
“This promife includes pardon, acceptance,
fanétification, joy in the holy Ghoft, peace of
condcience, and immortal life and glory-in-the
“future world. QO Sirs! what a Gop, what a
“Father is this? * Who is a Gobp like ugto theg,
¢ that pardoneth iniquity, &c(r)? . " ©
. ¥ Sishaanatecbale” weic A atd ' And
(r) Micah vii. 18,
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And can you, ye mourners in Zion, can you
fear' a rejetion from fuch a tender Father?
* Can you dread to venture upon fuch abundant
mercies? Is there a mourning Epbraim in this
affembly? I may call you, as Goo did Adam,
Epbraim, where art thou? Let the word of
Gonp find you out, and force a little encourage-
ment upon you : your heavenly Father, whofe
angry hand you fear, is liftening to your
groans, and will meafure you out a mercy for
every .groan, a blefling for every figh, a drop,
~a draught of confolation for every tear. His
bowels are moving over you, and he addreffes
you in fuch language as this, # Is this my dear
# fon? is this my pleafant child? &c.”

And as to you, ye hardy Impenitents, ye
abandoned Profligates, ye carelefs Formalifts,
ye almoff Chriftians, can you hear thefe things,
and not begin to relent? Do you not find your
frozen hearts beginning to thaw within you?
Can you refift fuch alluring grace? Can you
bear the thoughts of continuing enemies to fo
good, foforgiving a Father? Does not Epbraim’s

petition now rife in your hearts, # Turn thou -
“ me, and I fhall be turned }* then I congra-

tulate you upon this happy day, you are this
.day become %oon’s de‘arpg));ls, tyheychildren of
his delights, &c. : , _

Is there a wretch fo fenfelefs, fo wicked, fo
abandoned, as to refufe to return? Where art
thou, hardy rebel? ftand forth, and meet the
terors of thy- doom.  To thee I muft change

my
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my voice, and, inftead of reprefenting the tend-
er compaffions of a Father, muft denounce
the terrors of an angry judge. Thy doom is
declared and fixt by the fame lips that fpeak to
Penitents in fuch encouraging ftrains; by thofe
gracious lips that never uttered an’ harf¥1 cen-
fure. * Gopisangry with thee every day (7).
* Except thou repenteft, - thou fhalt furely pe-

- ®rifh (s)* The example of CurisT autho-

rizes me to repeat -it.again, “ Except thou re-
= penteft, thou fhalt furely perith, ver. 5. The .
- * God that made thee will déftroy thee, and
~*# he that formed thee will fhew thee no fa-
- # vour(¢). Thou art treafuring up wrathin
. * horrid affluence againft the day of wrath(x).
. * Gop 1s jealous, and revengeth; the Lorp
* revengeth, and is furious; the Lorp will
take vengeance on his adverfaries; and he
- # referveth wrath for hisenemies. The moun-
“ tains quake at him: the hills melt ; the earth
* is burnt at his prefence; yea, the world, and
* they that dwell therein. Who can ftand be-
# fore his indignation? who can endure in the
# fiercenefs of his anger? His fury is poured
# out like fire, and the rocks are thrown down
“ by him (x).* Thefe flaming thunderbolts,
finner, are aimed at thy heart, and, if thou
canft harden thyfelf againft their terror, let
me read thee thy doom before we part. You
have it pronouriced by Gop himfelf in' Deutero-

nomy,
&) Plalmyiiis. . () Loke xiii. 3. (r) Thai. xavid, 11,
0 W) Rom.ii g () Nahum i. 2—6.
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namy, the tw ninth chapter, at the nine«
teenth and ibclllxgving verfes, lztIf it come to pafs
# that when he heareth the words of this curfe,
# that he blefs himfelf in his heart, faying, I
** fhall have 6‘l'aeac:e, though I walk in the ima-
# gination of my heart.—The Lorp will not
@ {pare him, but then the anger of the Larp,
» and his jealoufy fhall fmoke againft that
* man, and all the curfes that are written in
® this book -fhall li¢ upon him, and the Loru
# fhall blot out his name from under heaven ;
# and the Lorp fhall feparate him unto evil

= out of all the tribes of Jfrael, according to

# all the curfes of the covenant that are written
# in this book of the law.* And now, finner,
if thou canft, return home carelefs and fenfe-
lefs with this heavy curfe upon thee : expelt
not a ward of comfort, 'expeg no blefling, tilk
thou art made truly penitent, for * how {hall
¢ I bles whom Gop has not blefled? The
minifterial blefling falls upon one on thy right
hand, and one on thy left, but it lights not upon
thee. The curfe is thy lot, and this muft thou
have at the hand of Gonp, if thou continueft
hardened and infolent in fin, #* Thou mutft lia
# down in forrow (y). Confider this, all ye
# that forget Gop, left he tear you in pieces,

® and there be none to deliver (2). ‘

(x) Ifai. L, 53, () Plalm 1. 32,
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CHrisT precious to all- true Belxevers. '
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I PETER L. 7 |
Unto you therefore which believe e 15 premm*

gﬁbﬁﬂ ES ; bleffed be Gop! _though a great
part of the creation is difaffetted to
Jesus Curist; thou;El; fallen fpirits,
y;xx)xjg both in fleth and without fleth, both
upon Earth and in Hell, negle@
him, or rofcﬁ themfelves open enemies to .
him, yet Ee is precious ; precious, not only in
himfelf, not onr to his Father, not only to the
choirs of Hcaven, who behold his. ful[  glory
without a veil, but precious to fome even in our
guilty world, precious to a fort of perfons of
our finful race, who make no great figure in
mortal eyes, who have no high idea of their
own goodnefs, who are mean, unworthy crea-
tures in their own ~vigw, and who are generally
defpicable in the view of athers; I mean, he is
prccxous to believers. And, tho’ they are.but few
comparatxvely

A prmaufnq/} in the abﬂra&, TR,
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comparatively in our world ; tho’ there are, 1

am afraid, but few additions made to them

from among us; yet, blefled be Gob, there aré

fome believers even upon our guilty globe ; and

}dﬁubt'nﬂt but I am now fpeaking to fome
uch. ' -

My Believing brethren, (if I may venture to
claim kindred with you) I am now entering
upon a defign, which I know you have much
at heart; and that is, to make the blefled JE-
sUs more precious to you, -and, if poffible, to
recommend him to the affections of the crowd
that neglect him. You know, alas! you lové
him but little; but very little, compated to his
infinite excellency and your obligatiens to him ;
and you know that multitudes love him not at
all. Whatever they profefs, their practice fhews
that their carmal mind is erimity againft him:
‘This you often fee, and the fight ‘affects your

hearts. It deeply affets you to think fo- much

excellency fhould be negletted and defpifed,
and fo much love meet with' fuch bafe returns
of ingratitade. And you cannot but pity your
or fellow-fihners, that they are fo blind ta the
nghtgﬁ glory and their own higheft intereft,
and that they fhould periflf, through wilfu}
neglet of their deliverer, perifh, -as it were,
within reach of the hand ftretched out to fave

them. This is indeed a very affeing and la- -

mentable, and alas! a very comthon fight. And
will you not then bid me Gon fpeed thisday in'my

attempt to recommend this precious, tho’ neg-
g leGed,

S
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leéted, Jesus? Will you. not contribute your
fhare towards my fuccefs in fo pious and bene-~
volent a defign by your earneft prayers? Now
fhall not the interceding figh rife to Heaven from
every heart, and every foul be caft into a pray-
ing pofture? I fhall hope to difcharge my duty
with more comfort and advantage, if you afford
me this affiftance. And furely fuch of you can-
not deny me this aid, who defire that Jesus may -
become ftill more precious to your own hearts,
and that he may be’the objet of univerfal love
from all the fons of men, who are now dxfaf-
fected to him |,

s To you that believe; HE 1s preaous‘ '"He?
—Who ?" Is:it Mammoen, the God of the: world ?
Is it Pleafure, or Honour? No; none of thef¢
1s the darling of the believing heart. ‘Butitis
ke, who is uppermoft in every pious heart ; e,
who is firft in the thoughts and affections 5 e,
whom every’ friend of his muft know, even .
without a name,- if it be but faid of him, HEk 7¢

precious : this is enough to diftinguifh him from' -

all others. * If.1t be HE the apoﬁle means, may

“ every believer fay, who is moft precious-to
# my foul; then I can eaﬁly point him out,

“ though without a name. -1t muft be Jesus,
« for, Ol it-is.be that is moft precious to me.”
The connection alfo of the texe directs us to the
fame perfon. - It is HE the apoftle means,; whom

“Lie had juft defcribed as a living ftone, chofen of
“Gop, and precious; the chief corner-ftone, the

great foundation of - the church, that fpiritual

~Vor. IL.. . K temple
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temple of Gob, fo ftately and glorious, and
reaching from Earth to Heaven; it is this pre-
cjous ftone, this heavenly jewel, that is precious
to believers. , :
* To you that believe, he is PreCIOUS ;* 7. e.
He is highly valued by you. You efteem him
gne of infinite worth, and he has the higheft
ﬁl::c in your affetions. He is dearer to your
rts than all other perfons and things. The
word 1 requires a ftill ftronger . tranflation :
 To you that believe, he is prea'azyiz‘% ;° pre-
cioufnefs in the abftract ; all precioufnefs, and
nothing but precioufnefs; a precious ftone
without: one blemifh! Or it may be tranf-
lated with a little variation, * To you that be-
< lieve g is honour 4.” It confers the h’gh‘e&
honoyr upon yot to he related to him; and you
efteem it your higheft honour to fuftain th
relation.. Though Jrsus and his exofs are names:
of reproach in the unbelieving world, you glory
in them; and they refle€t a real glory uﬁorr
you. Or, “ To you that believe, there is ho-
“ pour *.”  Honour js now conferred upon
you in your being built as living ftones in the
temple of Gop upon this precious foundation ;
and honour 1is referved fgr you in Heaven,
where the crown of righteoufnefs awaits you. -
. “ To yoy WHIcH BELIEVE, he is precious ;”
that is to fay, the value of this precious ftone

: e ‘ |
: % The pronoun g is hot ia the original, but the paffage reads
thuss ¢ Fo you who believe, honaur ;" “Tuir i Tiph 70is Fisuduesn

\
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is, alas! unknown to the crowd. It is fo far
from being -precious, that it is a ftone of ftum-
bling, and a rock of offence ; a ftone difallowed
of men, (v. 4.) rejeCted even by the builders;
(v. 7.) but you believers; ye happy few, have
another eftimate of it. Faith enables you to
fee the glories of  the blefled Jesus; and, when
you know him through this medium, you can-
not but love him. The blind world negle¢t the
Lord of Glory, becaufe' they- know him not ;
but you believers know him, and therefore
to you heis precious. ~Faith prefents him
to your view in 4 juft light, and directs you to
form a proper eftimate of him. It is traly la-
mentable that fuch real excellency fhould be
defpifed, but fo it will be with the world till
they believe. The meer fpeculative recommen-
dation of their reafon, the prepofieffions of edu-
cation in his favour, and the beft human means
are- not fufficient to render Jesus precious to
them. Nothing but faving faith can effe this.
¢ To you THEREFORE which believe he is

«¢ precious.” The illative particle zberefore thews
this paffage is an inference from what went be~
fore, and the reafoning feems to be this. ¢ This
“ ftone is precious to Gob, therefore it is pre-
¢¢ cious to you that believe. You have the fame
« eftimate of Jesus Curist, which Gop the
¢ Father has; and for that very reafon heis
¢« precious to you, decaufe he is precious to him.”
That this is the connection will appear if you
look back to the 4th and 6th verfes; where you
K 2 fing
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find Jesus d=fcribed as * a chief corner-ftone,
# laid in Zion, eleét or chofen, and precious—

» difallowed indeed of men, but chofen of Gop,

# and precious** Men wickedly difapprove

this ftone, and even many of the profefled buil-

- ders of his church reje¢t him. This, fays the
Apoftle, muft be granted. But this is no ob-
jection to his real worth. He is precious to
Gop, who knows him beft, and who is a per-
fet judge of real excellency ; and for that very
reafon he is precious to you that believe. Faith
teaches you to look upon perfons and things in

" the fame light in which Gop views them ; it
makes your fentiments conformed to his. CHr1sT
is the Father’s beloved Son, in whom he is well-
pleafed ; and he is your beloved Saviour, in
whom you are well pleafed.

Is it any wonder Jesus fhould be precious
to believers, when he is fo precious in himfelf,
and in his offices, fo precious to the angelic
armies, and fo precious to his father? ,

1. He is precious in himfelf. He is Immanuel,
God-man ; and confequently, whatever excellen-
cies belong either to the divine or human nature
center in him. If wifdom, power, and good-
nefs, divine or human, created or uncreated,
can render him worthy of the higheft affection,
he has a juft claim to 1t. Whatever excellencies,
natural or 'moral, appear in any part of the vaft

] univerfe,
* The word olipor, ufed in ver. 4, and 6, is a compound de.

rived {rom 7iun rendered precious in the text. . And this is an in-
timagon that the textis an inference from the above verfes.

C e
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univerfe, they are but faint fhadows of his
beauty and glory. * All things were created
# by him and for him ; and through him all
* things confift (¢) :* and whatever excellen-
cies are in the efte¢t muft be eminently in the
caufe. You do not wonder nor cenfure, when
- you fee men delighted with the glories of the
fun, and the various luminaries of the fky: you
do not wonder nor blame, when they take plea-
fure in the beautiful profpets of Nature, or in
that rich variety of good things, ‘which Earth,
and Sea, and every element furnithes for the
~fupport of man, or the gratification of his
fenfes: you do not wonder and blame, when
they are ftruck with moral beauty ; when you
- fee them admire and approve wifdom, benevo-
lence, juftice, veracity, meeknefs, and mercy :
you never think it ftrange, much lefs"cenfura-
ble, that men fhould love thefe things, and
count them precious; and can you be aftonifh-
ed, can you ridicule or find fault that Jesus is
precious to poor believers? If the copy' be fo
fair and lovely, who would not love the origi-
nal, that has eyes to behold it? Believers fee fo
much of the worth of CuriIsT as is fufficient to
captivate their hearts, and convince them of
their guilt in loving him no more; and the
clearer their viewsare of him, the more are they
mortified at the criminal defects of their love;
fcr, O! they fee he deferves infinitely more!
" 2. The Lorp Jesus is precious in his offices.
o K 3 g ~His
(a) Col.i.16,17." ' C
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His mediaterial office is generally- fubdivided
into three parts, namely, That of a Prophet,
of a Prieft, and of a King, and how precious
is CurisT in each of thefe!
. As a Prophet, how fweet are his inftruétions
to a bewildered foul ! How precious the words
of his lips, which are the words of eternal life !
How delightful to fit and hear him’ teach the
way of duty and happinefs, revealing the Fa-
ther, and the wonders of the mvifible ftate!
How tranfporting to hear him declare upon
what terms an offended Gop may be reconciled !
a difcovery beyond the fearches of all the fages
and philolophers of the heathen world! How
reviving is 1t to liften to his gracious promifes
and invitations! promifes and invitations to the
poor, the weary, and heavy-laden, the broken-
hearted, and even to the chief of finners! The
~word of Cur1sT has been the treafure, the fup-
port, and joy of believers in all ages. I have
“ efteemed the words of his mouth,” fays ¥,
# more than my neceffary food (4).* 1t is this
precious word the pfalmift fo often and fo highly
celebrates. He celebrates it as “ more to be.
# defired than gold ; yea, than much fine gold :
“ {weeter alfo than honey, and the honey-
- # comb(c).* * O how love I thy law ! fays he,
* it is my meditation all the day (d).* “ How
# {weet are thy words unto my tafte! yea,
» {weeter than honey to my mouth (¢)!* »The
. . : ss law
_ {#) Job xxiii. 12. - (¢} Pfalm xix. 10..
() Pfalm cxix. 97. {e} Ver, 103.
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*“ law of thy mouth is bétter than thoufands of
* gold and filver (f).* * Behold, I have longed
“ after thy precepts(g).* * Thy ftatutes havé
“ been my fong in the houfe of my pilgrim-
* age(b).* * In my affliCtion, thy word hath
* quickened me (/). = Unlefs thy law had
» been my delight, I fhould then have perifhed
» in my affli¢tion(4).* This is the language of
David in honour of this divine prophet near
three thoufand years ago, when CHrisT had not
revealed the full gofpel to the world, but only
fome rays of it fhone through the veil of the
Mofaic difpenfation. And muft not believers
now, who live under the more compleat and:
clear inftructions of this great prophet, enter
tain the fame fentiments of him? Yes, to fugh
of you as believe, even inthis age, he is moft
precious. '

But this external objective inftruction is not
all that CurisT as a prophet communicates ;
and indeed, did he do no more than this, it
would anfwer no valuable end. The mind of
man, in his prefent fallen ftate, like a difor-
dered eye, is incapable: of percetving divine
things in a proper light, however clearly they
are revealed ; and therefore, till the perceiving
faculty be rectified, all external revelation is in
vain, and is only like opening a fair profpect to:
a blind eye. Hence this great prophet carries
his inftructions farther, not only propofing di-

K 4 vine
(f) Ver. 7. . (g) Ver. g0,
. {4) Ver 54. () Ver. 0. © (£) Ver.g2,
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vine things in aclear objective light by his word,
but inwardly enlightening the mind, and ena-
bling it to percejve what is revealed by his Spi-
rit. And how precious are thefe internal fub-
jective inftructions! How {weet to feel a difor-
dered dark mind opening to admit the fhin-
ings of heavenly day ; to perceive the glory of
Gobp in the face of Jesus CurisT, the beauties
- of holinefs, and the majeftic wonders of- the
eternal world! Speak, ye that know by happy
, experience, and tell how precious Jesus appears:
to you, when by his own blefled Spirit he fcat-
ters. the cloud that benighted your underftand-
ings, and letsin the rays of his glory upon your
admiring fouls ; when he opens your eyes to fee
the wonders contained in his law, and the glo-
. rious myfteries of his gofpel. What a divine
glory does then fpread upon every page of the.
facred volume! Then it indeed appears THE
Book or Gop, ‘God-like, and worthy its Au-
thor. Q precious Jesus! let us all this day feel
thine enlightening . influences, that experience
may teach us how fweet they are! Come, great
Prophet! come, and make thine own Spirit our

teacher, and then fhall we be divinely wife!
Again, the Lorp JEesus is precious to be-
 ligvers as a great High-prieft. As an high-prieft-
he made a compleat atonement for -fin by his:
propitiatory facrifice on the crofs, and he ftill-
makes interceflion for the tranfgreffors on his-
throne in Heaven. It was his facrifice that fa-
tisfied the demands of the law, and juftice of
: S ' Gop,
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Gop, and rendered him reconcilable to the
guilty upon terms confiftent with his honour,
and the rights of his government. It was by
the virtue of this facrifice that he procured par-
don of fin, the favour of Gop, freedom from
Hell, and eternal life for condemned obnoxious
rebels. = And fuch of you, who have ever felt.
the pangs of a guilty confcience, and obtained.
relief from Jesus CHRrIsT, you can tell how pre--
cious his atoning facrifice. ' How did it eafe
your felf-tormenting confciences, and heal your
broken hearts! How did it change the frowns.
of an angry God into fmiles of love, and your
trembling apprehenfions of vengeance into de-.
“lightful hopes of mercy! How precious did Je-
sus appear, with a pardon in his hand, with,
atoning blood gufhing from his opened veins,
" - and making his crofs, as it were, the key ‘to
“open the gates of Heaven for your admiffion!
Blefled Saviour ! our great high-prieft, thus
appear to us all in thy pontifical robes dyed in "
thine own blood, and caufe us all to feel the
efficacy of thy propitiation ! '

Let us next turn our eyes upwards, and view
this great high-prieft as our Interceffor in the
prefence of Gop. There he appears as a lamb .
that was flain, bearing the memorials of his fa-
crifice, and putting the Father in remembrance .
of the bleflings purchafed for his people. There
he urges it as his pleafure, as his authoritative .
will, that thefe bleflings fhould in due time be
conferred upon thofe for whom they ’Wcrch p}at;-
- ' "~ ~chaled.
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chafed. In this authoritative manner he could
intercede even in the days of his humiliation
upon earth, becdufe of the Father's covenant-
- engagements with him, the accomplithment of
- which he has a right to demand, as well as
hambly to petition: * Father, I will, I will -
* that thofe whom thou haft given me, may be
* with me, &c(/)# Now how precious muft
CurrsT appear 1n this charaéter of Interceffor !
That the frienidlefs firiner fhould have an all-
prevailing ddvocate in thé court of Heaven to
undertake his caufe! that the great high-prieft
fhould offer up the grateful incenfe of his own
merit, with the prayers of the faints! that he
fhould add the fanction of his authoritative will
to the humble petitions of Faith ! that he fthould
urge the claims of his people, as his own claims,
founded upon an unchangeable covenant with
his father, of which he has fully performed the
conditions required ! that he fhould not inter-
cede occafionally, but always appear in the holy
of holies as the conftant everhving Intercefior,
and maintain the fame intereft, the fame impor-
tunity at all times, even when the petitions of his
eople langui(h upon their lips! What delight-
Fgl reflections are thefe! and how warmly may
they recommend the Lorp Jesus to-the hearts
of believers! How juft is the apoftle’s inference,.
* Having an high-prieft over the houfe of Gon,
*# let us draw near with a true heart, in full af--
# furance of faith ; and let us hold faft the pro-
¢ feflion

,‘ {/) John xvii, 24.
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* feffion of our faith without wavering (m)iv
# He is able to fave to the uttermoft all that
# come unto Goop by him;* for this reafon,
s becaufe he ever liveth to make interceffion for
# them (n).* May each of us intruft his caufe
“to this all-prevailing advocate, and we fhall
certainly gain it! The unchangeable promife
has pafled hislips,  that whatfoever we afk the
# Father in faith and in his name, he will give
« it us (0)." '

Let me add, the kingly office of Curist 1s
recious to believers. As King he gives laws;
Est perfectly wife and good, and enforced with
the moft important fanctions, everlafting re-
* wards and panifhments. And how delightful,
" how advantageous, to live under fuch a govern-
ment! to have our duty difcovered with fo
much clearnefs and certainty, which frees us

from fo many painful anxieties; and to have
fuch powerful motives to obedience, which have
a tendency to infufe vigor and fpirit into our
endeavours! As King, he appoints ordinances
of worfhip. And how fweet to converfe with:
him in thefe ordinances, and to be freed fromy
perplexity about that manner of worfhip which
Gop will accept, without being expofed to that
queftion, fo confounding to will-worfhippers,
# Who hath required this at your hands #* - As
King, he is head over all things to his church,
and manages the whole creation, as is moft
- fubfervient.

(m) Heb. x. 21—23. (n) Heb, vii, 5.
" {o) John xvi. 23.
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fubfervient to her good. - The various ranks of
creatures in Heaven, Earth, and Hell are fub-
ject to his direftion and controul; and they
muft all co-operate for the good of his people.
He reclaims, confounds, fubducs, or deftroys
their enemies, according to his pleafure. And
how precious muft he be in this auguft charac-
ter to the feeble helplefs believer! To have an
almighty friend fitting at the helm of the uni-
verfe, with the fupreme management of all
things in his hands; to be affured that even the
moft injurious enemy can do the believer no real
or lafting injury, but fhall at length concur to
work his greateft good ; and that, come what
will, it fhall go well with him, and he fhall at
laft be made triumphant over all difficulty and
oppofitjon. O! what tranfporting” confidera-
tions are here! But this is not the whole ex-
- ercife of the royal power of CurisT. He not
only makes laws and ordinances, and, reftrains
the enemies of his people, but he exercifes his
power inwardly upon their hearts, "He is the
King of fouls; he reigns in the hearts of his
fubjets; and how infinitely dear and precious
is he in this view! To feel him fubdue the re-
bellion within, fweetly bending the ftubborn

heart into willing obedience, and reducing every,

thought into a chearful captivity to” himfelf,
writing his law upon the heart, making the dif-
pofitions of his fubjets a tranfeript of his will,
correfponding to it, like wax to the feal, how
delightful is all this! O the pleafures of humble

o fubmiffion !
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fubmiffion! How pleafant to lie as fubjeéts at
the feet of this mediatorial King without arro-
gating the fovereignty of ouirfelves, for which
we are utterly infufficient! ‘Blefled Jesus! thus
reign in our hearts ! thus fubdue the nations to
the obedience of faith! * Gird thy {word upon
# thy thigh, O moft Mighty ! and ride profper-
* oufly, attended with majefty, -truth, meek~
nefs and righteoufnefs(p).* = Send the rod
of thy ftrength out of Zjoz : rule thou in the
midft of  thine enemies (¢) :* rule us, and
fubdue the rebel in our hearts. . , :
" Thus you fee the Lord Jesus is precious to
believers 1n all the views of . his mediatorial of-
fice. " But he is not precious to them alone.” He
is’beloved as far as known, and the riore known
the more beloved : which leads me to add,

3. He is precious to all the angels of Heaven.

St Peter tells us that the things now reported
to us by the Gofpel are * things which the an-
» gels defire to look into(r).* Jesus is the won-
der of angels now in Heaven; and he was fo
even when he appeared in the form of a fervant
upon Earth. St Pau/ mentions it as one part,
of the great myftery of godlinefs, that Gop
manifefted in the fleth was feen of angels (s). An-
gels faw him and admired and loved him in
the various ftages of hislife, from his birth to
hi8 return to his native Heaven. , Hear the man-

-

n

&

8

our

{¢) Plalm xlv. 3,4. (g) Pfalm cx. 2.
{r) 1 Pet.i.ra, () 1 Tim.iii. 16,
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our world. One of them fpread his wings,
and flew with joyful hafte to a company of poor
thepherds that iept their midnight watches in
the field, and abruptly tells the news, of which
his heart was full : * Behold, I bring you good
“ tidings of great joy, which fhall be to all peo-
# ple; for to you is born this day, in the city of
# David, a Saviour, which is CHr1sT the LorD:
“ and fuddenly there was with the angel a mul-
® titude of the heavenly hoft :* Crowds of an-
gels left their ftations 1n the celeftial court in
that memorable hour, and hovered over the
place where their incarnate Gop lay in a man-
ger: Jesus, their darling, was gone down to
Earth, and they muft follow him, for who
would not be where Jesus is? Men, ungrateful
Men, were filent upon that occafion, but An-
- gels tuned their fong of praife. ‘The aftonifhed

ﬁjephends heard them fing, * Glory to Gop in .
“ the higheft ; on Earth peace; good-will to
“ men (¢).* When he bringeth his firft-born
into the world, the Father faith, # Let all the
= angels of Gep worfhip him («).#* This feems
to intimate that all the angels crowded round
the manger, where the infant-Gop lay, and
paid him their humble worthip. We are told,
that when the Devil had finithed his long pro-
cefs of temptations, after forty days, and had
left him, the *angels came and miniftered unto
# him (x).* When this difagreeable companiorn
o . . , had

(+) Lokeii. 10—14. (v) Heb.,i. 6,
(») Matt, iv, 11. D
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had left him his old attendants were fond of re-
newing their fervice to him. In every hour of
difficulty they were ready to fly to his aid. He
was feen of angels, in his hard confli€t, in the
garden of Gerbfemane; and one of them' * ap-
“ peared unto him from Heaven, ftrengthening
# him (y).* With what wonder, fympathy, and
readinefs did this angelic affiftant raife his pro-
ftrate Lorp from the cold ground, wipe off his
bloody fweat, and fupport hisfinking fpirit with
divine encouragements! But, O! ye bleffed an-
gels, ye ufual fpectators and adorers of the di-
vine glories of our redeemer, with what afto-
nithment and horror were you ftruck, when
you faw him expire on the crofs ? -

¢« Around the bloody tree
< Ye prefs'd with ftrong defire,
« That wond’rousfight to fee,
« The Lord of life expire! .
“ And, could your eyes
¢ Have known a tear,
¢« Had dropt it there
¢ In fad furprize.”

" Ye alfo hovered round his tomb, while he lay
in the prifon of the grave. The weeping wo~'

. men and his other friends found you ftationed.

there in their early impatient vifits to the fepul-_
chre. O what wonders then appeared to your
aftonithed minds! Could you, that pry fo deep
S into

(p) Luke xxii. 43.
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into the feerets of Heaven, you that know fo
well what divine love can do, could you have
thought that even divine love-could have gone
fo far? could have laid the Lord of Glory a
pale, mangled, fenfelefs corps in the manfions
of the dead? Was not this a ftrange furprize
even to you? And, when theappointed day be-.
gan to dawn, with what eager and joyful hafte
did ye roll away the ftone, and fet open the pri-

fon doors, that the rifing conqueror might march
forth! L

« And when array’d in light,
¢« The fhining conqueror rode,
¢ Ye hail'd his rapturous flight
« Up to the throne of Gop;

¢« And wav'd around

¢ Your golden wings,

¢ And ftruck your ftrings

« Of fweeteft found *.”

When he afcended on high, he was attended

# with the chariots of Gop, which are twenty
« thoufand, even thoufands of angels(z).* And
now, when he is returned to dwell among them,
Jesus is ftill the darling of angels. His name
founds from all their harps, and his love is the
fubje& of their everlafting fong. - St jobn once
heard them, and I hope we fhall ere long hear
‘ ‘ © them,

* See an excellent Hymn of Dr Doddridge’s on 1 Tim, iii. 16.-?. :
Seen of Angels. . T

(=) Pfalm Ixviii. 17,18,
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them, -faying with a loud voice, * Worthy is
*# the Lamb that was flain, to receive power,
# and riches, and wifdom, and ftrength, and
# honour, and glory, and blefling().*- This
is the fong of angels, as well as of the re-
decmed from among men.

~ < Jesus, the Lord, their harps employs; -
 Jesus, my love, they fing: '
‘¢ Jesus, the name of both our joys,
« Sounds {weet from every ftring +.”

O my brethren, could we fee what is doing
in Heaven at this inftant, how would it furprize,

aftonifh, and confound us! Do you think the
~ name of JEsus is of as little importance there as
‘in our world? Do you think there is one luke~
warm or difaffeCted heart there among ten
thoufand times ten thoufand, and thoufands of
thoufands? O no! there his love is the ruling
paflion of every heart, and the favourite theme
of every fong. And is he fo precious to angels?
to angels, who are lefs interefted in him, and
lefs indebted to him? And muft he not be pre-
cious to poor believers bought with his blood,
and entitled to life by his death ? Yes, you that
believe have an angelic fpirit in this refpect ;
you love Jesus, though unfeen, as well as they
who fee him as he is, though, alas! in a far lefs
degree. * But to bring his worth to the higheft
" ftandard of all, Tadd, . .~ . ..
. L - 4. He
(8) Rev, v, 11,12, 1+ Wa’s Horz Lyric.
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4. He is infinitely precious to his father, who
thoroughly knows him, and-is an infallible
judge of real worth. He proclaimed more than
once from the excellent glory, # This is my be-
# Joved Son, in whom Iam well pleafed ; hear
# ye him. Behold, fays he, my Servant, whony
# I uphold ; mine Eleét, in whom my foul de-
* lightetli(4)® He is called by the names of
the tendereft endearment, his Son, his own Son,
his dear Son, the Son of his Love. He is a
ftone, difallowed indeed of men; if their ap-
probation were the true ftandard of merit, he
muft be looked upon as a- very worthlefs, in-
fignificant being, uaworthy of their thoughts
and affetions. But let men form what efti-
mate of him they pleafe, he is * chofen of
# Gop, and precious.” And fhall not the love
of the omnifcient Gop have weight with be-
lievers to love him too? Yes, the apoftle ex-
preflly draws the confequenee; he is precious
to Gob, therefore to you that believe he is pre-
¢ious. - It is the charalteriftic of even the
meaneft believer, that he is God-like. He 1s a
partaker of the divine nature, and therefore
views things, in foime meafure, as Gop does;
and is affected towards them as Gop is, though
there b¢ an infinite difference as to the degree.
He prevailingly loves what Gep loves, and that
becaufe Gop loves it. v
.. And now, my hearers, what think you of
Curist? Will you not think: of ‘him as bes
T N lievess.

RAD =T A P S Ty
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lievers do ? If fo, he will be precious to your
hearts above all things for the future. Or if
’zzu -difregard this ftandard of excellence, as
ing hut the eftrmate of fallible creatures, will |
you not think of him as angels do; angels,
thofe bright intelligences, to whom he reveals
his unveiled glories, who are more capable of
rceiving and judging of him, and who there-
ore muft know him better than you ; angels,
'who have had a long acquaintance with him at
‘home, if 1 may fo {peak, for near fix thoufand
years, as Gop, 7. e. ever fince their creation,
and for near two thoufand years as God-man-?
‘Since angels then, who know him fo thorough-
ly, love him fo highly, certainly you may fafely
wenture to love him ; you might fafely venture
to love him implicitly, upon their word. He
died for you, which is more than ever he did
for them, and will you not love him after all
this love # It is not the mode to think much of
him in our world, but it is the mode in
Heaven. Yes, blefled be Gop, if he be def-
pifed and reje@ed of Men, he is not defpield
and reje€ted of Angels. Angels; that know
him beft, love- him above all, and, as far ds
~ their capacity will allow, do juftice to his me-
rit: And this is a very comfortable thought
- to a heart broken with a fenfe of the neglest
and contempt he meets with. among men.
Blefled JEsus! may not one congregation
be got together even upon our guilty carth,
that fhall in this-refpeét be like the angels, all
. L2 ‘ lovers
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lovers of thee? O! why fhould this be impof-
fible, while they are all fo much in need of
thee, all fo much obliged to thee, and thou art
{o lovely in thyfelf? Why, my brethren, fhould
not this congregation be made up of fuch, and
fuch only, asare lovers of Jesus? Why fhould
“he not be precious to every one of you, rich and
‘poor, old and young, white and black? What
reafon can any one of you give why you in
particular fhould neglect him? I am fure you
can give none. And will you, without any
reafon, diffent from all the angels in Heaven,
in a point of which they muft be the moft com-
-petent judges? Will you differ from them, and
agree in your fentiments of CurisT with the
ghofts of Hell, his implacable, but conquered
and miferable enemies ?
If all this has no weight with you, let me afk
_you farther, Will you not agree to that eftimate
of Jesus which his father has of him & Will you
run counter to the fupreme reafon? Will you
fet up yourfelves as wifer than omnifcience?
How muft ebovab refent it to fee 4 worm at
his foot-ftool daring to defpife him, whom he
loves fo highly? O let him be precious to you,
becaufe he1s fo to Gop, who knows him beft
~—But I am thocked at my own attempt—
:O precious Jesus! . are matters come to that
pafs in our warld that creatures bought with
:thy blood, creatures that owe all their hopes to
thee fhould ftand.in need of perfuafions to love’
thee?. What horror attends the.thought ! Hows
e . ever,
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ever, blefled be Gop, there are fome, even a-
mong men, to whom he is precious. This
world is not entirely peopled with the defpifers
of CurisT. To as many of you as believe he
is precious, though to none elfe. .

~ Would you know theé reafon of this? I will.
tell you : none but believers have eyes to fee his
glory, none but they are fenfible of their need
of him, and none but they have learned from
experience how precious he is. :
* 1. None but believers have eyes to fee the
glory of CurisT. As the knowledge of CurisT
15 entirely from revelation, an avowed unbe-
liever, who rejets that revelation, can have no
right knowlédge of him, and therefore muft
be entirely indifferent towards him, as one un-

- known, or muft defpife and abhor him as an

enthufiaft or impoftor. But one, who is not
an unbeliever in profeflion or fpeculation, may
yet be deftitute of that faith which conftitutes
a true believer, and which renders Jesus pre-
¢ious to the foul. Even devils are very orthodox
in fpeculation: Devils believe, and tremble;
and they could cry out, * What have we to do
“ with thee; Jesus of Nazareth? We know

= _thee, who thou art; even the holy One of
# Gob (c).* And there are ¢rowds among us

who believe, after a fafhion, that CurisT is

‘the true Mefliah,. who yet fhew by their prac- .
tices that they-neglect him ih their hearts, 'and

are not believers in the full\import of the cha-
o S YW L g m T Do rather.
(¢) Mark i. 24.
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racter. ‘True faith includes not only-a fpecula-
_ tive knowledge and belief, but a clear, affect-
ing, realizing view,; and an hearty approbation
of the things known and believed concerning
Jesus CurisT ; and fuch a view, fuch an ap-
probation, cannot be produced by any human
means, but only by the enlightening influence
" of the holy Spirit fhining into the heart. With-
out fuch a faith as this the mind is all dark and
blind as to the glory of Jesus CHRrIsT; it can
fee no beauty in him, that he fhould be defired.
Honourable and fublime fpeculations concern-
ing him may hover in the underftanding, and
the tongue may pronounce many pompous pa<
negyrics in his praife, but the underftanding
has no realizing, affecting views of his excel.
lency ; nor does the heart delight in him and
Jove him as infinitely precious and lovely. The
god- of. this-world, the prince of darknefs, "has
blinded the minds of them that believe not, left
the light of the glorious gofpel of CarisT
fhould fhine into them. But as to the enlight-
ened believer; Gop, who firft commanded light
to fhine out of darknefs, has thined into his
heart, to give him the light of the knowledge
“of the.glory of Gop in the face of Jesus -
CuRisT. - This divine illumination. pierces the
.cloud that obfcured his underftanding, and en-
ables him to view, the. Lorp Jesus in a ftrong
tand firiking Iight; a’ light entirely different
-from that of the: crowd around him ; a lighg,
im .which it is impoffible to view this glorious
- | . object
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object without loving him. A believer and an
unbeliever may be equally orthodox in fpecula«
tion, and have the fame notians in theory con-
cerning Jesus CHRIsT, and yet it is certainly
true, that their views of him are vaftly different.
Believers! do you think that, if the Chrift-de-
fpifing multitude around you had the fame yiews
of his worth and precioufnefs which you have;
they could neglect him as they do? It is
impoffible. - You could once neglect him, as
others do now ;. you were no more charmed
with his beauty than they, But O! when you
were brought out of darknefs into Gop’s mar-
vellous light, when the glories of the negletted
Saviour broke in upon your aftonithed minds;
then was it pofiible for you to withheld your
love from him? Were, not your hearts capti-
vated with delightful violence? You eould
no more refift. Did not your: heasts then as
naturally and freely loye him, whom they had
once difgufted, as ever they-loved a child or a
friend, or the {weeteft created enjoyment? The
improving your reafon into faith 1s festing the
difordered eye of the mind. right, that it may
be able to fee this obje@, and -when once you
viewed it wjth this eye of reafon, reftored. and
improved, how did the peecious ftone {parkle
beforg you, and charm you with its brilliancy
and excellence? CHRisT 1§ on¢ of thole things
unfeen and hoped for, of which St Pgul fays,
# Faith js the fubftance and evidence (4). Faith

' o L4 gives
(4) Heb.xi, %o - - . S
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gives CHRIST a prefent fubfflence * in the mind,
not as a majeftic phantom, but as the moft
glorious and important reality ; and this faith
- 15 a clear affe@ing demonttration, or convictiont,
of his exiftence, and of his being in reality
what his word reprefents him. It is by fuch a
faith, that is, under its habitual influence, that:
the believer lives; and hence, while he lives,
Jesus is ftill precious to him. :

2. None but believers are properly fenfible of
their need of CurisT. They are deeply fenfible of
- their-ignorance and the diforder of their under-
ftanding, and therefore they are fenfible of their
want of both the external and internal inftruc-
tions of this divine prophet. But as to others,
they are pufted up with intelle¢tual pride, and
apprehend themfelves in very little need of
religious. inftrutions, - and therefore they
think but very flightly of him. Believers feel
themfelves guilty, deftitute of all righteoufnefs;
and incapable of making atonement for their
fins, or recommending themfelves to Gop, and
therefore the fatisfaion and righteoufnefs of
Jesus Curist are moft precious to them, and
they rejoice in him as their all-prevailing inter-
ceflor.: - But as-to the unbelieving crowd, they
have no fuch mortifying thoughts of them-
felves...“They have-fo many excufes to make for
their fins, that they bring down their guilt to
a very trifling thing, hardly worthy-of divine
refentment ; ‘and they rhagnify their good works
PR : -~ . to
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to fuch an height that they imagine they will
nearly balance their bad, and procure them,
fome favour at leaft from Gop, and therefore
they muft look upon this high- prieft as need-,
les. They alfo love to be free from the re-
ftraints of religion, and to have the command,
of themfelves. They would ufurp the power of
felf-government, and make their own pleafure
their rule, and therefore the Lorp Jesus CHrIST,
as a King, is fo far from being precious, that
he 1s very unacceptable to fuch obftinate, head-’
ftrong rebels. They choofe to have no law-
giver, but their own wills ; and therefore they

~ trample upon his ldws, and, as it were, form;

infurretions againft his'government. But the
poor believer, fenfible of his incapacity for felf-
government, loves ‘to be under direttion, and
delights to feel the dependent, fubmiffive, pliant -
fpirit'of a fubje&. He counts it a meicy not to
have the management of himflf, and feels his
need of this mediatorial King to rule him. He
hates the rebel within, hates every infurreétion
of fin, and longs to have it entirely fubdued;
and every thought, every motion of his foul,
brought into captivity to the obedience . of
CurisT, and therefore he feels the need of his.
royal power to make an entire conqueft of his
hoftile fpirit. His commands are not uneafy
impofitions, but moft " acceptable and friendly
directions to him; and'the prohibitions of his.
law are not painful reftraints, but' a'kind of

privileges in his efteem. - The language of his

heart
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heart s, ‘.‘P,reciou,s-rl esus! bethoumyKing. Ilove
¢ to.live in humble fubjection to thee. Iwould
«¢ voluntarily fubmit myfelf to thy controul and
¢« direCtion. Thy will, not mine, be done!
« O fubdue every rebellious principle within,
« and make me all refignation and chearful
¢« obedience to thee? To fuch a foul it is
no wonder Jesus fhould be exceeding precious :
but O how different is this fpirit from that
which generally prevails in the world ! Let me
add but one reafon more why JEsus js precious
to believers, and them only; namely,
_ 3. None but believers have known by expe-
rience how precious he is. They, and only
they, can reflet upon the glorious views of
him, which themfelves have had, to 'cagtivate
their hearts forever to him. They, and only
they, have known what it is to feel a bleeding
heart ‘healed by his gentle hand, and a cla-
morous anguifhing confcience pacified by his
atoning’blood. °They, and only they, know by
experience how fweet it is to feel his love fhed
abroad in their hearts, to feel an heart, ravithed
- with his glory, pant, and long, and breathe
after him, and -exerting the various acts of
Faith, Defire, Joy, and Hope towards him.
',I‘hey,' and only they, know by experience how
plealant it is to converfe_ with him in his ordi-
nances, and, to fpend an hour of devotion in
fome tetirement, as it.wefe, 'in’ his. company.
They, -and only they, have experienced the ex-
ertions of his royal power,- conquering their
S " mightieft.
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mightieft fins, and fweetly fubduing them to
himfelf. Thefe are, in fome meafure, matters
of experience with every true believer, "and
therefore it is no wonder Jesus fhould be pre-
cious to them. But as to the unbelieving mul-’
titude, poor creatures! they are entire firangers:
to thefe things. They may have fome fuperfi-
cial notions of them floating in their heads, but
they have never felt them 1n their hearts, and
therefore the infinitely precious Lorp Jesus is &
worthlefs, infignificant Being to them: and
thus, alds! it will be with the unhappy crea-
tures, until Experience become their teacher ;
until they zaffe for themfelves tbat the Lor b is

gracious (¢). :
~ There 1s an interefting queftion; which, ¥
doubt not, has rifen in the minds of fuch of
you as have heard what has been faid-‘with a
particular application to yourfelves, and keeps
you in a painful fufpenfe; with an anfwer to
which I fhall conclude: ¢« Am I indeed a true
“ believer? may fome of you fay; and is
« CHRisT precious to me? My fatisfaGion «in
“ this fweet fubjet is vaftly abated, till this
¢« queftion is folved. Sometimes, I humbly
« aﬁnk, the evidence is in my favour, and I
“ begin to hope that he is indeed Erecibtis to my
“ foul ; but alas! my love for him foon lan-
¢ guifhes, and then my doubts and fears re-
¢ turn, and I know not what to do, nor what
¢ to think of myfelf.”, Do not fome of you,

. v ) . -0 my
" (¢) 1 Peterii. 3.



156 . CHRIST precious o Serm.ig.’

my brethren, long to have this perplexing cafe

cleared up? O what would you not give, if you

might return home this evening fully fatisfied in

this point? Well, I would willingly help you,

for experience has taught me to fympathize -

with you under this difficulty. O my heart !

. how often haft thou been fufpicious of thyfelf
in this refpe¢t! The readieft way I can now

take to clear up the matter is to anfwer another

queftion, naturally refulting from my fubject,

and that 1s, ¢ How does that high efteem

« which 4 believer has for Jesus CurisT difco-

« veritfelf? Or, how does he fhew that CurisT

¢ is indeed precious to him?” I anfwer, he

fhews it various ways, particularly by his high-

affetionate thoughts of him, which often rife

in his mind, .and always find welcome there.

He difcovers that Jesus is precious to him by

hating and refifting whatever is difpleafing to

him, and by parting with every thing that

comes in competition with him. He will let all
go, rather than part with Carist. Honour,
reputation, eafe, riches, pleafure, and even life

itfelf are nothing to him in comparifon of

CurisT, .and he will run the rifque of all; nay,

will attually lofe all, if he may but win CurisT,

He difcovers his high ‘efteem for him' by the

pleafure. he. takes in feeling his heart fuitably

affefted towards him, and by his uneafinefs

when it is otherwife. " O! when he can love

Jesus, when his thoughts affeCtionately clafp
round him, and when he has an heart to ferve

' ' him,

S e
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him, then he is happy, his foul is well, and
he is lively and chearful. But alas! when it is
otherwife with him, when his love languithes,
when his heart hardens, when it becomes out
of order for his fervice, then he grows uneafy
and difcontented, and cannot be at reft. When
Jesus favours him with his gracious prefence,
and revives him with his influence, how does
he rejoice! But when his beloved withdraws

himfelf and is gone, how does he lament his

abfence, and long for his return! He weeps and
cries like a bereaved, deferted orphan, and
moans like a loving turtle in the abfence of its
mate. Becaufe CurisT is fo precious to.him,
he cannot bear the thought of parting with
him, and the leaft jealoufy of his love pierces
his very heart. Becaufe he loves him he longs
for the full enjoyment of him, and is ravithed
with the profpect of it. Becaufe CHRIST is
precious to him his interefts are fo too, and
he longs to fee his kingdom flourifh, and all
men fired with hislove. Becaufe he loves him
he loves his ordinances ; loves to hear, becaufe
it is the word of Jesus; loves to pray, becaufe
it is maintaining intercourfe with Jesus; loves
to fit at his table, becaufe it is a memorial of
Jesus; and loves his people, becaufe they love.
Jesus.  Whatever has a relation to his precious
Saviour is for that reafon precious to him;
and when he feels any thing of a contrary
difpofition, alas! it grieves him, and makes
him abhor himfelf. Thefe things are fufficient

: : to
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fhew that the Lorp Jesus has his heart, and
1s indeed precious to him : and is not this the

- of fome trembling doubting fouls
among you? If it be, take courage. After fo
many vain fearches, you have at length difco-
vered the welcome fecret, that CurisT is indeed
precious toyou: and if fo, you may be fure
that you are precious to him. * You fhall be
“ mine, faith the Lor D, in the day that I .
« make up my jewels g{' ).# If you are now
fatisfied, after thorough trial of the cafe, re-
tain your hope, and let not every difcouraging
appearance renew your jealoufies again: la-
bour to be fteady and firm Chriftians, and do
not ftagger through unbelief.

But alas! I fear that many of you know
nothing experimentally of the exercifes of a
believing heart, which I have been defcribing,
and confequéntly that CurisT is not precious
to you. If this is the cafe you may be fure
you are hateful to him. He 1s angry with the
wicked every day. # Thofe that honour him
¢ he will honour; but they that defpife him
© fhall . be lightly efteemed (g).* And what
will you do if Curist fhould become your
enemy and fight againft you? If this precious
ftone fhould become a ftone of ftumbling and
a rock of offence to you, over which you will
fall into ruin, O how dreadful will the fall be{
What muft you expett but to lie down in un-
utterable and everlafting forrows! ~~ © -

B "SERMON
©'(f) Maliiii. 17, (g) 1 Sam.ii. 30, ‘
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SERMON XV

The Dangcr of Lukcwarmneﬁs in Rc-
- ligion.
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'REVELATION IL 15, 16.

I know thy works, that thou art neither cold nor
bot : I would thou wert cold or bot. So them,
becaufe thou art lukewarm, and neither cold tor
bot, I ewill [pue thee out of my mouth.

K%ZK HE foul of man is- endowed Wrth'
M '{3}' fuch ative powers that it cannet be
) & idle; and, if we look round the
WEEY world we fee it all alive and bufy
in fome purfuit or other. What vigorous action;
what labour and toil, what hurry, noife, and
commetion about the neceffaries of life, about
riches, -and honours ! Here men are 1n-earneft:
© Here there-is no diffimulation, no indifferen
. about the.event. They {mcerely defire, and
eagerly ftrive for thefe tranfient delights, or
vain embellifhments of a mortal life.

And may we infer farther that creatures,
thus formed for action, and thus labgrious an
unweaned in- thefe mferxor purfuits;-are pro-

portionably
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portionablly vigorous and in earneft in matters
of infinitely greater importance? May we con-
clude that they proportion their labour  and
ativity. to the nature of things, and that they
are moft in earneft where they are moft con-
cerned ? A ftranger to our world, that could
conclude nothing concerning the condutt of
mankind but from the generous prefumptions
- of his own charitable heart, might perfuade
himfelf that this is the cafe. But one that has
“been but a little while converfant with them,
and taken the leaft notice of their temper and
pra@ice with regard to that moft interefting
thing Religion, muft know it is quite otherwife.
For look round you, and what do you fee?
Here and there indeed you may fee a few un-
fafhionable creatures, who at as if they looked
upon Religion to be the moft interefting con-
cern, and who feem determined, let others do
as they will, ‘to make fure of falvation, what-
ever become of them in other refpects. But as
to the generality they are very indifferent about
it. They will not indeed renounce all religion
entirely ; they will make fome littJe profeffion of
~ the religion that happens to be moft modifth
and reputable in their country, and they will
conform to fome of its inftitutions, but it is
a matter of indifferency with them, and they
are but little concerned about it; or, in the
language of my text, they are “ lukewarm,
# and neither cold nor hot.* C

This threatening, I will fpue thee out of
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# my mouth,” has been long ago executed with
a dreadful feverity upon the Lavodicean church,
and it is now fucceeded by a mungrel race of
Pagans and Mahometans, and the name of
CHRIST 1s not heard among them. But, tho’
this church has been demolifhed for fo many
hundreds of years, that lukewarmnefs of fpirit
in religion which brought this judgment upon
them ftill lives, and poffeffes the Chriftians of
our age: it may therefore be expedient for us
to confider Cur1sT’s friendly warning to them,
that we may efcape their doom. ~
- The epiftles to the feven churches in 4fz are
introduced with this folemn and ftriking pre-
face, * I know thy works :* that is to fay, your
character is drawn by one that thoroughly
knows you ; one who infpeéts all your conduét,
and takes notice of you when you take no no-
tice of yourfelves ; one that cannot be impofed
upon by an empty profeflion and artifice, but
fearches the heart and the reins. O that this
truth were deeply imprefled upon our hearts,
for furely we could not trifle and offend, while
fenfible that we are under the eye of our judge!
# 1 know thy works,* fays he to the Laodi-
cean church, # that thou art neither cold nor
# hot.* This church was in a very bad con-
dition, and CHR1sT reproves her with the
greateft feverity *: and yet we do not find her
. Vour. IL M charged

" * She was as loathfom to him as lukewarm water to .the fto-
mach, and he charalerifes her as ¢ wretched, and miferable, and
¢ poor, and blind; and naked.* What condition can be more

deplorable and dangerous!
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charged with the practice or toleration of any
grofs immoralities, as fome of the other churches
were. She is not cenfured for indulging forni-
cation among her members, or communicating
with idolaters in eating things facrificed to idols,
Tike fome of the reft. She was free from the
infeCtion of the Nicolaitans, which had fpread
among them. What then is her charge? It is
a fubtle, latent wickednefs, that has no fhock-
ing appearance, that makes no grofs blemifh’
in the outward charatter of a profeflor in the
view of others, and may efcape his own no-
tice; it is * Thou art lukewarm, and neither
# cold nor hot:* as if our Lorp had faid,
- ¢ Thou doft not entirely renounce and openly
* difregard the Chriftian religion, and thou
¢ doft not make it a ferious bufinefs, and mind
~ < it as thy grand concern. Thou haft a form
. *¢ of godlinefs, but denieft the power. = All
¢ thy religion isa dull, languid thing, a meer
¢ indifferency ; thine besrt is not in it; it1is
. * not animated with the fervour of thy fpirit.
¢« Thou haft neither the coldnefs of the pro-
¢ fligate finner, nor the facred fire and life of
¢ the true Chriftian, but thou keepeft in a
¢ fort of medium between them. In fome
“ things thou refembleft the one, in other
‘ things the other; as lukewarmnefs partakes
‘ of the nature both of heat and cold.” :
- Now fuch a lukewarmnefs is an eternal fole-
cifm in religion: it is the moft abfurd and in-
confiftent thing imaginable; more (o than avow-

ed
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ed impiety, or a profefled rejection of all religion:
therefore fays Curist, “ I would thou wert
 cold or hot ;* i.e. *“ You might be any thing
“ more confiftently than what you are. If you
“ looked upon religion as a cheat, and openly
«¢ rejetted the profeflion of it, it would not be
¢ ftrange that you fhould be carelefs about it,
« and difregard it in practice. But to own it
¢ true, and make a profeflion of it, and yet
« be lukewarm and indifferent about it, this is
¢ the moft abfurd conduc that can be con-
¢ ceived ; for, if it be true, it is certainly the
““ moft important and interefling truth in all the
¢ world, and requires the utmoft exertion of-
¢ all your powers.” A

When Curist exprefles his abhorrence of
lukewarmnefs in the form of a with, * I would
# thou wert cold or hot,” we are not to fup-
pofe his meaning to be, that coldnefs or. fer-
vour in religion are equally acceptable, or that
coldnefs is at all acceptable to him, for reafon
and revelation concur to affure us that the open
rejection and avowed contempt of religion is
an aggravated vickednefs, as well as an hypo-
critical profeffion. But our Lorp’s defign 1s to
exprefs in the ftrongeft manner poffible how
odious and abominable their lukewarmnefs was
to him ; as if he fhould fay, “ Your ftate is fo
« bhad that you cannot change for the worfe;
“ I would rather you were any thing than
¢ what you are.” You are to obferve that the
Jukewarm profeflor is in realizy wicked and cor-
N Mz rupt
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zupt at beart, aflave to fin, and an enemy ta
‘Gop, as well as the avowed finner, and there-
fore they are both hateful in the fight of Gop,

and both 1n a ftate of condemnation. But there
are fome aggravations peculiar to the lukewarm
profeflor that render him peculiarly odious s
as, 1. He adds the fin of an hypocritical profe(-

fion to his other fins. The wickednefs of real
‘irreligion, and the wickednefs of falfly gre-
.tending to be religious imeet and centre 1n

-at once. 2. To all this he adds the guilt of
prefumption, pride, and felf-flattery, imagining

he is in a fafe ftate and in favour with Gobp;

‘whereas he that makes no pretenfions to reli-

gion has no fuch umbrage for this conceit and
delufion. Thus the miferable Laodiceans “thought

-+ themfelves rich, and increafed in goods, and

# inneed of nothing.* 3.Hence it follows that
the lukewarm profeflor is in the moft dange-
rous condition, as he is not liable to convition,
nor fo likely to be brought to repentance. Thus
publicans and harlots received the gofpel morg
readily than the felf-righteous Pharifees. 4. The

- honour of Gop and religion .is more injured

by the negligent, unconfcientious behaviour of

-thefe Laodiceans, than by the vices of thofe

who make no pretenfions to religion, with
whom therefore its honour has no-connection.

On thefe accounts you fee Jukewarmnefs is

more aggravatedly finful and dapgerous than
entire coldnefs about religion.
So then, fays CurisT, * Becaufe thou art
: = Jukewarm,
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- @ lukewarm, and neithier cold ner hot, I wilb
s fpue thee out of my mouth:* this is their:
doom: as if he fhould fay, * As lukewarm!’
< witer is more difagreeable fo the ftomach:
*¢ than either-cold or hot, fo you of all others:
«*are the moft abominableto me. Iam quite’
‘¢ fick of {uch profeﬁ'ors, -and- ¥ will caft them:
< out of my ¢lmurch and rejelt them forever.” -

My prefent defign i$ to‘expofe the pecuhar'
abfurdity and"wickednefs of- lukewarmnefs or:
indifferency in: rehgton ; 'a difeafe that has:
fpread its deadly contagion far and wide among:
us, and calls for a fpeedy: cure. = And let me’
previoufly obfetve to you, ‘that, if I do not offer
‘you fufficient arguments to convince your own:
reafoh of the abfurdity and wickednefs of fuch
a temper, then you may fill indulge it; but
that if my arguments are fufficient, then fhake
off your floth, and‘be fervent in fpirit, and if
you neglect your duty be it at'your peril.

In illuftrating this point I {hall proceed upon .
this plain principle, That Religion is, of all things,
the moft important in itfelf, and the mof? interefling
to us. This we -cannot deny, without openly
pronouncing ‘it anr impofture.. If there be a
‘Gop, as Religion teaches us, he is the moft
glorious; the moft " venerable, -and -the moft
lovely Being'; iand nothing can be fo impor-
tant to us as his favour, and: ‘nothing fo terrible
as his difpleafure” If he be our Maker,:-our -
. Benefattor, our Raw-giver and Judge, it muft

v bc our gr eatcﬁ concern  to -ferve -ham with all
. M 3 our
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our might. If Jesus CurisT be fuch a Saviour
as our Religion reprefents, and we profefs to
believe, he demands our warmeft love and
moft lively fervices. If Eternity, if Heaven
and Hell, and the final Judgment, are realidies,
they are certainly the moft auguft, the moft
awful, important, and interefting realities ;
and, in comparifon of them, the moft weighty

concerns of the prefent life are but trifles,
dreams, and fhadows. If prayer, and other
religious exercifes are our duty, certainly they
require all the vigour of our fouls; and no-
thing can be more abfurd or incongruous than
to perform them in a languid, fpiritlefs man-
ner, as if we knew not what we are about.
If there be any life within us, thefe are proper
objelts to call 1t forth; if our fouls are endow-
ed with active powers, here are objects that de-
tmand their utmoft exertion. Here we can ne-
ver be fo much in earneft as the cafe requires.
Trifle about any thing, but O do not trifle
here! Be carelefs and indifferent about crowns
and kingdoms, aboyt health, life, and all the
world, but O be not carelefs and indifferemt
about fuch immenfe concerns as thefe! .
But to be more particular : let us take a view
of a lukewarm temper in various attitudes, or
with refpeét to feveral objeéts, particularly to-
wards Gop—towards Jesus Curist—a futurg
ftate of happinefs or mifery—and in the duties
of religion. And in eachof thefe views we
xannot but be fhocked at fo monftrous a tem-
pen
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per, efpecially if we confider our difficulties
and dangers 1n a religious life, and the eager-
nefs and activity of mankind in inferior pur-
fuits. - ’

1.-Confider who and what Gop 1s. He s
the original uncreated beauty, the fum total of
all natural and moral perfections, the origin of

~ all the excellencies that are fcattered through

this glorious univerfe ; he is the fupreme good,
and the only proper portion for our immortal
fpirits. He alfo fuftains the moft majeftic and
endearing relations to us; our father, our pre-
ferver and benefactor, our law-giver, and our
judge. And is fuch a Being to be put off with
heartlefs, lukewarm fervices? What can be
more abfurd or impious than to difhonour fu-
})reme excellency and beauty with a languid
ove and efteem; to trifle mn the prefence of -
the moft venerable majefty ; to treat the beft of
Beings with indifferency ; to be carelefs about
our duty to fuch a father; to return fuch a

‘benefactor only infipid complimental expref-

fions of gratitude ; to be dull and fpiritlefs in
obedience to fuch a law-giver ; and to be in-
different about the favour or difpleafure of fuch
ajudge? I appeal to Heaven and Earth, if this

~ be not the moft thocking conduct imaginable.

Does not your reafon pronounce it horrid and
moft daringly wicked ? And yet thus is the great
and blefled Gop treated by the generality of

mankind.. It is moft altonithing that he
fhould bear with fuch treatment fo long, and

M,‘l', R that
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“that mankind themfelves are not fhocked at it.
But fuch the cafe really is.. And are there not
~ fome lukewarm Laodiceans in. this affembly?
Jesus knows your works, that you are neither
cold nor hot, and it is fit you fhould alfo know
them. * May you not be convinced upon a littlé”
enquiry that your hearts are habitually indif-
ferent towards Gop? You may indeed entertain
a fpeculative efteem or a good opinion of him,
but are your fouls alive towards him? Do they
burn with his love? And are you fervent in
fpirit when you are ferving him > Some of you,
T hope; amid all your infirmities, can give
comfortable anfwers to thefe enquirtes. But
alas! how few! But yet as to fuch of you as
are lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, you
-are the moft abominable creatures upon earth
to an holy Gop. *Be zealous, be warm*, there-
# fore, and repent* (v. 19.) : ‘
2. Is lukewarmnefs a proper temper towards
-Jesus Curist ? Is this a fuitable return for that
love which brought him down from his native
paradife into our wretched world? That love
which kept his mind for thirty-three painful
and tedious years’ intent upon this one objet,
the falvation of finners ? That love which ren- .
_dered him chearfully patient of the thame, the
‘curfe, ‘the tortures of crucifixion, and all the
-agonies‘of the moft painful death? That love
which’makes him the‘finner’s friend ftill in the
courts of Heaven where he appears as our pre-
. ~ " vailing

hd Zwoor,
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vailing advocate and interceffor? Bleffed Jzsus!'
is Jukewarmnefs a proper return to thee for all
this kindnefs? No, ‘methinks devils ¢annot
treat thee worfe. : My fellow-mortals, my fel-
low-finners; ho -are the obje@s of all-this
Jove, ‘¢an you put him off with languid devo-
tions and faint fervices? Then every grateful
and gentrous paffion s extinét in your fouls,
and you are qualified to- venture upon ‘every
form of ingratitude and bafenefs. O wasCurrsT
indifferent ahout your falvation? Was'his love
lukewarm towards you? 'No; your falvation
. was the obje@ of 'his molt'intenfe, application
night and day through ‘the Whole courfe of his
life, and it lay nearelt’his heart in the agonies
of death.” ‘For this * he had 4 baptifm to be
~ * ‘baptized with,* a baptifm, an immerfion in -

tears and blood ; “'img ‘thow' am T fitaitened,
fays he,  till it'be accolnplifhed b For this,
* ‘with defire he defiréd to ‘eat his 12t paffover,=
becaufe it introducett the laft feente of his'fuffer:
ings. ~ His Jove! whit fhall I fay of it? What -
language ¢an defcribe its firength: -and ardor?
* His love was ftrong asdeath ; the-coals there:
- # of were coals of fire,’ which hada moft ve-
= hement flame: many waters could not quench
* it, nor the floods. drown it (¢).* *'Never did’
a tender mother love ‘her fucking child with a
love equal to his. Never was a father more
- earneft to refcue an only foni from the hands of
‘a murderer, or to pluck him out of the fire,

(a} Cant, viii. 6,7.

13
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than Jesus was to fave perifhing finners. Now.
to negle& him after all ; to forget him; or to
think of him with indifferency, as though he
were a Being of but little importance, and we
buit little obliged to him, what is all this but
the moft unnatural, barbarous ingratitude, and
the moft fhocking wickednefs? Do you not
cexpet everlafting happinefs from him pur-
chafed at the expence of his blood? And can

ou hope for fuch an immenfe blefling from
- him without feeling yourfelves moft fenfibl

obliged to him ? Can you hope he will do fo
much for you, and can you be content to da
nothing for him, or to go through his fervice
‘with lukewarmnefs and languor, as if you
cared not how you hurried through it,. or how
little you had to do withit? Can any thing be
more abfurd or impious than this? Methinks

ou may defy Hell to fhew a worfe temper.
May not CarisT juftly wifh you were either
cold or hot; with you were any thing, rather
than thus lukewarm towards him under a pro-
feflion of friendfhip? Alas! my brethren, if
this be your habitual temper, inftead of being
faved by him you may expect he will reject you
with the moft naufeating difguft and abhor-
rence. But, -

. Is lukewarmnefs am indifferency a fuita-
ble temper with refpect to a future ftate of hap-
pinefs or mifery ? Is it a fuitable temper with -
refpect to an happinefs far exceeding the utmoft
bounds of our prefent thoughts and wifhes ;

an
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an happinefs equal to the largeft capacities of
our fouls in their moft improved and perfected.
ftate ; an happinefs beyond the grave, when all
the enjoyments of this tranfitory life have ta-
ken an eternal flight from us, and leave us hun-
gry and famifhing forever, if thefe be our only
portion ; an happinefs that will laft -as long as -
our immortal fpirits, and never fade or fly from
us? Or are lukewarmnefs and indifferency a
fuitable temper with refpect to a mifery beyond
expreffion, beyond conception dreadful ; a mi-.
fery infli¢ted by a God of almighty power and
inexorable juftice upon a number of obftinate,
incorrigible rebels for numberlefs, wilful, and
daring provocations, infli¢ted on purpofeto
fhew his wrath and make his power known ; a
mifery proceeding from the united fury of di-
vine indignation, of turbulent paffiéns, of 4
guilty confcience, of malicious, tormenting
devils; a mifery (who can. bear up under the -
horror of the thought!) that fhall laft as long
as the eternal God fhall live to infli¢t it; as
long as fin fhall continue evil to deferve it; as
long as an immortal {pirit fhall endure to bear
_it; a mifery that fhall never be mitigated, never
intermitted, never, never, never fee an end?
And remember that a ftate of happinefs or mi-
, ,fel;{‘ i1s not far remote from us, but near us,
juft before us ; the next year, the next hour,
. or the next moment, we may enter into it; it
is a ftate for which we are now candidates, now
upon trial ; now our eternal All lies at ftake:
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and, O firs, does an inattive, carelefs pofture
become us in fuch a fituation?-Is a ftate of
fuch happinefs, or fuch mifery ; is fuch a ftate,
jult—juft before us, a matter of indifferency.
tous? O can you be lukewarm about fuch
matters? Was ever fuch prodigious ftupidity
feen under the canopy of glcaven, or even in
the regions of Hell, which abound with mon-
ftrous and horrid difpofitions ? No, the hardieft
ghoft below cannot make light of thefe things.
Mortals! can you trifle "about therh? Well,
trifle a little longer, and your trifling will be
over forever. . You may be indifferent about
the improving of your time; but time is not
indiffetent whether to pafs by or not; it is de-
termined to continue its rapic{ courfe, and hurry
you. into- the .ocean of Eternity, though you
thould continue fleeping and dreaming thro’ all
the paflage, Therefore awake; arife; exert your-
{elves. before your doom be unchangeably fixed,
If you have any fire within you, here let it burn
if you have agy active powers, here let them be
exerted ; here or no where, and on no'occafion.
Be active,. be 1n .earneft ‘where yqu fhould be ;
or debafe and fink yourfelves into ftocks and
ftones, and efcape the curfe of being reafona-
ble and a@ive creatures. Let the criminal con-
demned to die to-morrow be indifferent about
" g reprieve or a pardon; let adrowning man be
sarelefs aboug catching at the only plank that
can fave him; but O do npot you be carelefs
;and indifferent about eternity; and fuch amazing
realities -
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realities as Heaven and Hell.  If you difbelieve
thefe things you are infidels: if you believe
thefe things, and yet are unaffetted with them,
you are worfe than infidels; you aré a fort of
fhocking fingularities, and prodggies in nature, .

. Not Hell itfelf can find a precedent of fuch a

conduct. The devils believe, and tremble ; you
believe, and trifle; trifle with things whofe very
names ftrike folemnity and awe through Hea-
ven and Hell. But, o

4. Let us fee how this lukewarm temper a-
grees with the duties of religion. And as I can-
not particularize thetn all 1 fhall only mention
an inftance or two. View a lukewarm profef-
for in prayer ; he pays to an omnifcient Gop
the compliment of a bended knee, as though
he could impofe upon him with fuch an empty
pretence. 'When he is addreffing the {fupreme
Majefty of Heaven and Earth he hardly ever
recollects in whofe prefence he is, or whom he
is fpeaking to, but feems as if he were wor-

1hipping without an objed, or pouring out

empty words into the air: perhaps through the

- whole prayer he had not fo much as one folemn,

affetting thought of that God whofe name he
fo often invoked. Here is a criminal peti-
tioning for pardon fo careleflly that he fcarcely
knows what he is about. Here is a needy, fa-
mifhing beggar pleading for fuch immenfe blef-
fings as everlafting falvation, and all the joys of

. Heaven fo lukewarmly and thoughtlefsly as if

he cared not whether his requefts were granted
. or
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or not. Here is an obnoxious offender confef-
fing his fins with an heart untouched with for-
row ; worfhipping the living Gop with a dead
heart ; making great requefts, but he forgets
them as foon as ﬁ

not at all inquifitive what became of them, and
whether they were accepted or not. And can
there be a more fhocking, impious, and daring
condu¢t than this? To trifle in the royal pre-
fence would not be fuch an audacious affront.

For a criminal to catch flies or fport with a -

feather when pleading with hisjudge for his par-
don would be but a faint fthadow of fuch re-
ligious trifling ! What are fuch prayers but fo-
lemn mockeries and difguifed infults? And yet,
is not this the ufual method in which many of
you addrefs the great Gop ? The words proceed

no farther than from your tongue: youdo not -

pour them out from the bottom of your hearts ;
they have no life or fpirit in them, and you
hardly ever reflect upon their meaning. And
when you have talked away to Gop in this
manner you will have it pafs for a prayer. But
furely fuch prayers muft bring down a curfe
upon you inftead of a bleffing : fuch facrifices
muft be * an abomination to the Lorp (4);*
and it is aftonifhing that he has not mingled
your blood with your facrifices and fent you
from your knees to Hell, from thoughtlefs,
unmeaning prayer to real blafphemy and torture.
‘The next inftance I thall mention 1s with re-
gard

(%) Prov.xv. 8,

\

e rifes from his knees, and is

i "
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gard to the word of Gop. You own it divine;
you profefs it the ftandard of your religion,
and the moft excellent book in the world. Now
if this be the cafe it is Gop that fpeaks to you 3
it is Gop that fends you an epiftle when you are
reading or hearing his word. How impious
and provoking then muft it be to neglet 1t, to
let it lie by you as an antiquated, ufelefs book,
or to read it in a carelefs, fuperficial manner,
and hear it with an inattentive, wandering
mind ? How would you take it if when you
{poke to your fervant about his own intereft he
ould turn away from you, and not regard
- you? Or if ‘{lou fhould write a letter to your
fon and he fhould not fo much as carefully
read it, or labour to underftand it? And do not
fome of you treat the facred oracles in this
manner? You make but little ufe of your Bi-
ble, but to teach your children to read ? Or if
you read or hear its contents yourfelves are you -
not unaffected with them? O one would think
you would be all attention and reverence to
every word : you would drink’it in and thirft
for it as new-born babes for their mother’s
milk : you would feel its energy, and acquire
‘the charalter of that happy man to whom the
Gobp of Heaven vouchfafes tolook, you would
tremble at his word. It reveals the only me-
thod of your falvation ; it contains the only
charter of all your bleflings; in fhort, you
~have the neareft perfonal -intereft in it, and
can you be unconcerned hearers of it? I farm ,
: ' ' ure
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fure your: reafon and confcience muft condemn
fuch ftupidity. and indifferency as incongruous
and outrageoufly wicked. o

. And now let me remind you of the obferva-
tion I made when entering upon this fubjeét,
that if I thould not offer fufficient matter of
conviction you might go on in your luke-
warmnefs; but if your own reafon fhould be
fully convinced that fuch a temper is moft
wiqied and unreafonable then you might in-
dulge it at your peril. What do you fay now
in the ifflue? Ye modern Lasdiceans, are you
not yet ftruck with horror at the thought of
that infipid, formal, fpiritlefs religion you have
hitherto been contented with? And do you not

fee the neceffity of following the advice of-

CurisT to the Laodicean church, * Be zealous,®
be fervent for the future, “ and repent,” bit-
terly repent of what is paft? To urge this the
more I have two confiderations in referve of no
fmall weight. 1. Confider the difficulties and
dangers in your way. O firs, if you knew the
difficulty ofy the work of your falvation, and
the great danger of mifcarrying in it, you could
not be fo indifferent about it, nor could you
flatter yourfclves fuch languid endeavours will
ever fucceed. It is a labour, a ftriving, a race,
a warfare : foit is called in the facred writings:
but would there be any propriety in thefe ex-
preflions if it were a courfe of {loth and in-
activity ? ‘Confider, you have ftrong lufts to
be fubdued, an hard heart to be broken, 3

C variety



Serm.y5. » Lukewarmnefs 1 Refigion. 177

variety of. graces which you are entirely. defti-

tute of to be implanted and cherifhed, and that .
in.an unnatural foil where they will nat grow
without careful cultivation, and that yéﬁ%-lave
many temptations to be encountered and refift-
ed;: n fhort, you muft be made new"men,
quite other creatures than you now are. . And
O! can this work be fuccefsfully -performed
while you make fuch faint and feeble efforts 2-
Indeed Gop is the agent, and all yéur beft en~
deavours, can never effect the blefled revolution
without him. But his affiftance is not to be
expected in the neglet, or carelefs ufe of means,
nor is, it .intended. to encourage idlenefs, but
activity and. labour, and when he .coines o
work he will foon inflame your hegrts, and’ put
an end to your Iukewarmnefs, . Again, your
dangers are alfo great and numerous ; you adfé
in danger from prefumption and from defpon-
dency; from .coldnefs, from lukewarmriefs,
and from falfe fires and enthufiaftic hedts; in
danger from felf-righteoufnefs, ‘and from open
wickednefs ; from your own corrupt hearts,
from this enfnaring world, and from the temp-
tations of the Devil: you are in great danget
of fleeping on in fecurity without .ever ‘being
thoroughly awakened ; or, if you fhould: be
awakened you, are in danger of refting fliott of
vital religion, and in either of thefe cafes you

are undone forever : in a word, dangers crowd

thick around you on every hand, from ever

quarter; dangers, into which. thoufands, mil-

. .Vor. lIL | N - * " Nods
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lighs' Q out' fellow-pien ha\/c Falleni and never
récovered. Indéed; all th ‘confidered; itis

viry Aoobieful sthethir éver ot wil: be faved.
who aré now lakewsdrm ami Réyre 71 do not”
ritean that your fuccefs’is uncertaifr -if you-be:
hfoyght to ufe fhieans with proper-éarneftnéfd;
But‘alast it is awfilly ancertdin whether ever’
you will be brought toufe thent in this mannér.’
And, O firs, cann you' continue fecure and in-’
altive when you have fuch difficalties to en-'
doutiter with in a’work of abfohute neceffity,
and ‘when ‘you are furrounded with fo marny
and fo great dangers ? “Alas! afe you capable
bf fuch deftrultive madhefs ? O that you knew
thie t‘me ftate of the cafe! Siich a knowledge
would foon firé a{}on with the greateft ardour,
and make you 4 hfe and wgour m this im-
portant work.”

2. Conﬁder how | earneft and a&we men are
In other purfuh:s‘ Should we form a judgment
of the faculties of htman nature by the-cons
du& of the generality in‘reli igion we fhould be
apt to' concludé fhat men are meéer fnails, and
that t’hey Have ‘no “aétive powers helonging to
them. ‘But view thein about other affairs and

ol ‘find they“aré all life, fir¢e;-and hurry,

hat labour ‘and toi ! ‘whatfchemés and con-
xgyances' wht foficitude abioutficcefs! what
fears of dxfapﬁoxmment' hands; Heads, hearts
all biufy. And 4t this to ptocm'g thofe enjoy-
‘ments whxcli ezt"béﬁ' they ‘catitiot long retain,
<nd which'th eﬁehour ay tearfrom therk:
M : -+ «v'To
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To acquire a name of a diadém, to obtain
riches or honmours, what hardthips are under~
gone! wHat dangers dared |:: what : rivers ~of
blood fhed! how many:millioris of lives have
been loft! and how many more endangered
In. fhort, the world is all alive, all in miotion
with bufinefs.. On fea and land, at hote'and
abroad, you will ind meneagerly purfuing
fome temporal good. They grow grey-headed
dnd die in the attempt without reaching: their
end, but this difappointment does not difcou=
‘rage the forvivors and fucceffors; fill they will
continue . ar renew the endeavour. Now here
nien- act hke themfelves, and they fhew they
- are alive and endowed with powets :of ‘great
altivity. .. And fhall they be- thus zealous aind
taborious in purfuit of eartbly vanities, and be
quité indifferent and fluggrth in the infnitely
more important concerns of eternity? ‘What,
" folicitous about a mortal body,: but carelefs a<
bout. an immoartal foul! Eager in purfuit of the
joys of a few years, but carclefs-and retmifs ml
fecking an immortality of perfe& happineis !
 Anxious: to .avoid poverty, fllame, ficknefs;
pain, and all the evils, real or imaginary, of
the prefent life ; but indifferent about aii whole
eternity of the moft intalerable mifery!-O, the
deftructive folly, the daring wickednefs: of. fuch
a condudt | My Brethreh, 15 Religion the only
thing which demands the ummoé exertion of
all your powers, and alas! is that the only
thing in which you ﬁill be dull and ina&ival 3
Loe 2 s
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Is everlafting ha\ge inefs the only thing about

which you will be remifs? Is eternal punifh-.
ment the only kind of mifery which you are:
" indifferent whether you efcape or not? Is Gopr
the only good which-you purfue with faint and
lazy defires? How prepofterous, how abfurd is
this! You can love the world; you can love a
father, .a child, or afriend; nay, you can lave
that abominable, hateful thing, fin: thefe you.

can love with ardor, ferve with pleafure, and

urfue with eagérnefs and with all your might,
Eut the ever-bleffed Gop, and the Lorp JEsus,
your beft friend, you put off with a lukewarm

eart and fpiritlefs fervices. O inexpreflibly.
monftrous! Lorp, what is this that has be-.
fallen thine own offspring that they are fo dif-
affeted towards thee ? Bleffed Jesus, what haft
thou done that thou fhouldft be treated thus ?
O finners! what will be the confequence of
fuch a conduct? Will that Gop take you into
the bofom of his love,. will that Jesus fave you
by his blood, whom you make {o light of? No,
you may go and feek a Heaven where you
can find it ; Gop will give you none. Go, fhift

for yourfelves, or look out for a Saviour where:

you'will; Jesus will have nothing to do with
you, except to take.care to inflit proper pu-.
nifhment upon you if you.retain this luke-
warmtemper towards-him. Hence, by way of
improvement, learn,. ~ o .
- 1. The vanity and wickednefs of a lukewarm
teligion. . Though you fhould profefs the beft
N oo religion

-
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religion that ever came from Heaven, it will
not fave you ; nay, it will condemn you with
peculiar aggravations if you-are lukewarm in
it.  This fpirit of indifferency diffufed through
it turns it all into deadly poifon. Your reli+
gious dutlks are all abominable to Gop while
the vigor of your fpirits is not exerted in them.

"Your prayers are infults, and he will anfwer

them as fuch by terrible things in righteoufnefs.
And do any of you hope togbe faved by fuch a
religion ? 1 tell you from the Gop of truth it
will be fo far' from faving you that it will cer-
tainly ruin you forever : continue as-you are
till the laft, and you will be ascertainly damned
to all eternity as fudas, or Beelzebub, or any

ghott in Hell. But alas! " '
2. How common, how fafhionable is this
lukewarm religion ! This is the prevailing, epi~
demical fin of our age and country, and it is
well if it has not the fame fatal effe¢t upon us
as it had upon Laodicea: Laodicea loft its Liber-
ty, its Religion, and its All. Therefore let #ir-
génia hear and fear, and do no more fo wicked-
ly. We have thoufands of Chriftians, fuch as
they are; as many Chriftians as white men. But
alas! they are generally of the Laodicean ftamp ;
they are neither cold nor hot. But it is our
fir{t concern to know how it is with ourfelves;
therefore let this enquiry go round this congre-
gation. Are you not fuch lukewarm Chrif-
tians ? Are there any fire and life in your devo-
tions? Or are not all your altive powers en-
: N 3 ' grofied
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groffed by other purfuits? Impartially make
the enquiry, for infinitely more depends upon
it than upon your temporal life. = - ’
. 3. If you have hitherto been pofleffed with
this Laodicean fpirit I befeech you indulge it ne
fonger. You have feen that it mals all your
religion, and will end in your eterpal ruin: and
1 hope you are not fo hardened: as to be proof
againft the energy of this confideration. Why
halt you fo long between two opinions? *{
# would you were cold or hot.#* Either make
thorough work of religion, or do not pretend
to it. Why fhould you profefs a religion which
is but an infipid indifferency with you ? Sucha
- yeligion is good for nothing. Therefore awake,
arife, exert yourfelves. Strive to enter in at
the ftrait gate; ftrive earneftly, or you are fhut
out forever. Infufe heart and fpirit into your re-
ligion. - Whatever your hand findeth to do, do
it with.your might. Now, this moment, while
my voice founds in your ears, now begin the
vigorous enterprize. Now collet all the vigour -

of your -fouls,. and -breathe it out in fuch a
 prayer-as this, ““ Lorp, fire this heart with thy
*¢ Jove.” Prayer is a proper introduction: for
let me remind you of what I thould never for-
get, that Gop is the only author of this facred

re; it is only he that can quicken you. There-
- fore, ye poor carelefs creatures, fly to him in
an agony of importunity, and :never defift,
never grow-weary- till you prevail. :

4. And laftly, Let the beft of us lament our
S ., lukewarmnefs,
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- lukewarmnefs, and earneftly feek more fervour

of fpirit. Some of you have a little life; you
enjoy fome warm and vigorous moments, and
O they are divinely fweet. But reflect how foon
your fpirits flag, your devotion cools, and your
zeal languithes. Think of this, and be hum-
ble. Think of this, and apply for more life.
You know where to apply. CurisT is your
life : therefore cry to him for the communica-'
tions of it. * Lorp Jesus! a little mpre life,
‘¢ a little more vital heat to a languifhing foul.”
Take this method, *and you fhall run, and not
¢ be weary; you fhall walk, and not faint(c).®

(o) Tfa. x1. 31,

M4 SERMON
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SERMON XVL

The Divine Government the Joy of our
World
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PSALM XCVIL 1.

The LORD reigneth, let the Earth rejoice s let the

the mdltttude of ‘the Ifies be glad tbere of

KKKK% ISE and good rulers are juftly ac- .
J y :

)! counted an extenfive blefling to their
X fubjets. In a government, where

éxxxfg Wifdom fits at the helm, and Juf

tice, tempered with clemency, holds

the balance of retribution, liberty and property
are fecured, encroaching ambition is checked
helplefs innocence is grote&ed and univerfal
confequently peace and

uch. a fituation every heart muft rejoice,
every - countenance. look chearful, and every
hofom glow with gratitude to the happy in-
ftruments of fuch extended beneficence.
But on the other hand, * Wo to thee, O

'*’ land when thy king is a child (4),* weak,

mmdmous,
{¢) Eccles. x.16,
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injudicious, humourfome, and peevith. This
is the denunciation of Solmon, a fage philofo-
pher, and an opuledt king, whofs ftation, ca<
pacity, and inclination confpired to give him
the decpeft fkill-in politics; and this denuncia-
tion has been accomplifhed in every age. Em-
ires have fallen, -Liberty has been fettered,
Broperty has been invaded, the lives of men
have been arbitrarily taken away,. and Mifer
and Defolation have broken in like ‘a flood,
when the government has been intrufted in the

hands of ‘Tyrahny, of Lusury, -of Rafhnefs;

end- the advantages of climate and foil, and ail
- others which Nature could beftow, have not
been able to make the fubjects bappy under the
baleful influence of fuch an admmiftration.
" It ‘has frequently been the unhappy fate of
natiohs to be enflaved to fuch rufers; but {uch
s the unavoidable imperfection of all human
-governiients, that when, like our own, they are
managed by the beft hands, they are. aftended
.with nrany:calamities, and cannot' anfwer fe-
veral valuable ends ; and from both thefe con-
fiderations we may infer the neceflity of a di-
-vine government over the whole nniver€, and
-particularly over the eanth, in which: we are
more ‘efpecially concerned. Without .this (-
preme univerfal monarch the affaits of this
world would fall into confufion; and the con-
‘certis of ‘the next could not be managed at all.
‘The-’ capacities of the_witeft of :men ave fian-
ty, and not equal to all the purpofes of go-~
. vernment,

—— . — —t + ——— -
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vernment, and hence many affairs of impor-
tance will be unavoidably mifcondutted ; and
dangerous plots and aggravated crimes may be
undifcovered for want of knowledge, or pafs
unpanifhed for want of power. A wife and
goed ruler may be diffufing among his fubjets
all that happinefs- which can refult from the
imperfe€t adminifiration of mortals, but he
may be tumbled from his throne, ‘and his go-
vernment thrown into the greateft diforder
a more powerful invader ; fo that the beft ruler
_could not make his fubjects laftingly happy,
unlefs he were univerfal monarch of the globe
{a province too great for any mortal) and above
the reach of the ambitious power of others.
Further, human dominion cannot extend to
the fouls and confciences of men : civil rulers
can neither know nor govern them, and yet
thefe muft be governed and brought into fab-
jection to the eternal laws of reafon, otherwife -
tranquillity cannet fubfift on earth; and efpe-
cially the great purpofes of religion which res
gard a future ftate cannot be anfwered. - -
- Men are placed here to be formed by a pro-
per education for another world, for anothex
clafs, and other employments, but civil rulers
cannot form themr for thefe important ends,
and therefore they muft be under the govern-
ment of one who-has accefs to their fpirits, and
can manage them as he pleafes.
Deeply impreft with thefe and other confi-
derations which fhall be prefently mentwne:;
: - o t



388 The Divine Government  Serm.16.

the Pfalmift is tranfported into this reflection,
* The Lorp reigneth, let the earth rejoice :
# Jet the multitude of the ifles be glad thereof.”

The Pfalmift feems to have the mediatorial

empire of grace erected by Immanuel more im--

mediately in view, and this indeed deferves our
fpecial notice.; but no doubt he included the
divine government in general, which is.a juft
ground of univerfal joy; and in this latitude [
fhall confider the text. :
-~ Perfons in a tranfport are apt to eiﬁ'gak ab-
ruptly, and omit the particles of connection and
anference ufual in calm reafoning. - Thus the
Plalmift cries out, * The Lorp reigneth, let
# the earth rejoice: let the multitude of the

# ifles be glad thereof!* but if we reduce the

paflage into an argumentative form it will ftand
thus, « The Lorp reigneth, therefore let the
« carth rejoice ;- and let the multitude of the
s« iles be glad upon this account.”

The earth may here fignify, by an ufual me-
tanymy, the rational inhabitants of the earth,
who are efpecially concerned in the divine go-
vernment; or, by a beautjful poetical profspo-
paia it may fignify the inanimate globe of the
carth, and then it intimates that the divine go-
vernment is fo important a blefling that even
the inanimate and fenfelefs creation would re-
joice in it-were it . capable of fuch paffions *.

~® By the fame figure the inanimaté parts of the creation are

called upon to praife the Lorp, P/aks cxlviii. and are faid to #7aa
wai/ and groes under the fin of man; Rom. viii, 22.

b e ——
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The ifies may likewife be taken figuratively for
their inhabitants, particularly the Gentvles who

refided in them, or /iterally for trats of landf
furrounded with water. '
- My prefent defign is, - ‘.
To illaftrate this glorious truth, ‘I’Z:at Jeho-
h’s fupnme go-zxmment is a juff cau/e ¢f unsver-
/bl Joy. '
For that end I Ihall confider the dfvme go-
vernment in various views, as legiflative, pro-
vidential, mediatorial, and judicial ; and fhew
that in each of thefe views the divine govcrn—

ment is matter of univerfal joy.
1. The Lorp reigneth upon a throne of le-
giflation, *let the earth rejoice; let the multx-
v tude of the ifles be glad thereof.” - i
. He is the one fupreme law-giver (), and is
perfe&ly qualified for that important truft. No~
thing tends more to the advantage of civil fo-
ciety than to have .good laws eftablifhed, ac-
cording to which mankind are to ‘condud
themfelves, and according to which their rulers
will deal with them. Now the fupreme and
univerfal King has enaéted and publithed the
beft laws for the government. of the moral
world, and of the human race in particalar. i .
Let theearth then rejoice that Gob has clearlyt
revealed his will to us, and not left us in inex<
tricable perplexities about.our duty to him and
mankind. Human reafon, or the light of
Nature ngcs us Ibme intimations of the dutxc;

- , . o

(Z) jam. iv. 12,
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of morality even inl our degencrate- fate, and
for this information we fhould blefs Gop ; but
alas! thefe difcoveries are very imperfect, and
we need fupernatural revelation ta make known:
to us the way of life. Accordingly the Lorp
has favoured -us with the facred Oracles as a
fupplement to the fechle light of Nature, and-
in them we are fully taught what is good, and

what the Lo&p requireth of us. . And what
- caufe of joy is this! How painful are the anxie~

ties that attend uncertainty about matters of
duty! How diftrefling a doubtful, fluttuating
mind in an-affair of fuch tremendous: impor-
tance | ‘This, ‘no doubt, fome of you that are
confcientious have had: the experience of, inv
particular cafes, when you were at a lofs to ap-
ply to them the general direClions in facred
Scripture. - R . &
. Again, “ Let the earth rejoice; let the mul-
« titude of the ifles be glad that thefe laws are
« fuitably enforced with proper fanctions.” The
fanctions are fuch as become a Gop of infinite
wifdom, almi power, inexorable juftice,

wntainted holinefs, and unbounded goodnefs .

snd grace, and fuch as are agreeable to thd
nature of reafonable creatures formed for an
ahmortal duration. The rewards of obedience
in the divine legiflation are not fuch toys as
pofts of honour and profit, crowns and em-
pires, which are the higheft rewards that civit
rulers can promife or beftow, but rational peace
aad ferenity of mind, undaunted bravery undﬁr

) ' the
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the frowns of “adverfity, a chearful confidence

'in the divine guardianfhip under all the. cala-

mities-of life, and in the future world an entire!
exemption from-all forrow, and from fin, the
fruitful fource of all our affli¢tions; the pof-
feflion. of every ‘goad, the enjoyment of the
divine :prefence, of ithe fociety of angels and
the fpints of juft men made perfelt; in fhort,
the fruition of .an happinefs above pur prefent.
wifhes, and equal tp qur then mature faculties,
and: al} this for eyer: thefe are the rewards of
evangelical obedience, not indeed for its ownt
fake, but upon the account of the righteoufnefs
of the blefled Jesus ; and if thefe fail to allure
men; to gbedience what can prevail? And how
happy. is it to live. under a government, where
virtu¢ and religion, which m their own nature
tend to ouy happinefs, are enforced. with fuch
refiftles arguments! On the other hand, the
penalty, annext by the divine Lawgiver to dif-
obedience is proportionably dreadful. To pine
and languith under the fecret cutfe of angry
Heaven, which, like a contagious paifon, dif~
fufes itfelf through all the .enioymgnts of the
wicked (r); to fweat under the agonies of .4
gulty confcience in this world, and in the fu-

ture world to be banithed from the beatific pre-
fence of Gop and all the joys of Heaven; to

feel the anguifh and remorfe of guilty reflec-

tiens 3 to burn in unquenchable fire ; to con-

{fume a miferable eternity in the horrid fucie,t):f
s .Q

-

~ R Twsewm . .-.. b
Y.é . (¢) Malii. 2.
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of malignant ghofts; and all this without the
leaft rational expeltation; nay, without -fo
much as a deluded hope of deliverance, or-the
mitigation of torture, through the revolutions
of endlefs ages, all this is a faint reprefentation
of the pcna%ty annext to difobedience ; and it
is a penalty worthy a Gop to infli¢t, and equal:
to tE: infinite malignity of fin. And * let
* the earth rejoice ; let the multitiade -of the
* ifles be glad,” on account not only of the
promiffory fan¢tion of the law but alfo of this
tremendous penalty, for it flows not only from
juftice but from goodnefs as well as its promife.
The penalty is not annext to the law, nor will
it be executed from a malignant pleafure in the
mifery of the creature, but it is annext from a
regard to the happinefs of mankind, and will
be executed upon individuals for the extenfive
good of the whole as well as for the honourable
difplay of the divine purity and juftice. "A
nalty is' primarily intended to deter men
rom difobedience : now difobedience tends in
its own nature to make us miferable; it renders
it impoffible in the nature of things that we
fhould be happy in the enjoyment of Gop and
the employments of Heaven, which are eter-
nally and immutably contrary to finful difpo-
fitions; and it fills us with- thofe malignant
and unruly paffions which cannot but make us
uneafy. Hence it follows; that, fince the pe-
nalty tends to deter us from {m, and fince fin
naturally tends to make us miferable, therefore
- ~ the
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the penalty is a kind of gracious inclofure round .
the pit of Mifery to keep us from falling into it :

it is a friendly admonition not to drink poifon ;°
itis, 1n a word, a kind reftraint upon us in our

career to ruin; and indeed it is a bleflihg we.
could not fpare, for we find that, notwithftand-
ing the terror of the threateéning, men will run

on in fin; and with how much more horrid
alacrity and infernal-zeal would they continue,
their courfe if there were ne divine threatening
to check and withhold them? The earth may
alfo rejoice for the execution of the penalty of
the divine law againft fin, for the confpicuous’
punifhmentof thedifobedient may ferve as aloud,
warning to all rational Beings that now exift,
or that may hereafter be created, not to offend
againft Gop; and thus it may be the mean of

* preferving them in obedience, and fo promote

the general good ; and it may be that the num-
ber of thofe that fhall be punifhed of the hu-
man and angelic natures, when compared to

~ the number of reafonable Beings that fhall be

confirmed in holinefs and happinefs by obferv- .
ing their doom, may bear no more proportion
than the number of criminals executed in a -
government as public examples does to all the
fubjeds of it; and confequently fuch punifh-
ment may be vindicated on the fame principles.
Farther, juftice is an amiable attribute in it-
felf,. and it appears {o to all rational Beings but

criminals, whofe intereft it 1s that it thould not

ke difplayed, and therefore ;he infliction of juft

. Vor o o) - punifhment
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punifhment fhould be matter of general joy

fince it is amiable in itfelf. So it is in human.
governments: while we are innocent we ap-
prove of the conduct of our magiftrates in in-
- fliting capital punifhment upon notorious.

malefadtors, though the malefattors themfelves-

view it with horror. But to proceed :

» Let the earth rejoice ; let the multitude of’

* the ifles be glad,” that the divine laws reach
the inner man, and have power upon the hearts
and confciences of men. Human laws can
only fmooth our external conduct at beft, but
the heart in the mean time may be difloyal and'
wicked. Now this defet is fu,pplied by the
laws of the King of Heaven, which are fpi-
ritual. They require a compleat uniformity
and felf-confiftency in us that heart and life may
agree, and therefore they are wifely framed to
make us entirely good. They have alfo an in-

imitable power upon the confciences of men. -

Should a]l the world acquit us, " yet we cannot
acquit ourfelves when we violate them. The
confcioufnefs of a crime has made many an
hardy. offender fweat and agonize with re-
morfe, though no human eye could' witnefs to
his offence. Now what caufe of joy is it that
thefe laws are quick- and powerful, and that
they are attended with almighty energy, which
in_fome meafure intimidates and reftrains the
moft audacious, and.infpires the confcientious
with a pious fear of offending! . '

- 11, #The Lorb reigneth by his providence,
) ) . ) = let

PR
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# let the earth therefore rejoice, and the rm’_ll-"-?
# titudes of the ifles be glad thereof.*
"The providence of Gop is well deferibed in -
our fhorter Catechifm, < It ‘is his' moft holy, = -
‘¢ wife, and powerful preferving and governing
¢ all his creatures and all their afions.” .
To particularize all the inftances of provi-.
dential government which may be matter of .
joy to the earth would be¢ endlefs, therefore I

 fhall only mention the following.

s Let the earth rejoice, and the multitudé

s of the ifles be glad,* that the LorD reigneth’

over the kingdoms of the earth, and mandges:
all their affairs according to his fovereign and’
wife pléafure. We fometimes hear of wars
and rumours of wars, of thrones tottering,
and kingdoms falling, of the nations tumultu-
oufly raging and dathing in angry conflict like
the waves of the boifterous ocean. In fucha'
junéture we may fay, # The floods have lifted:

= up, O Lorp, the floods have lifted up their’

 yoice: the floods lift up their waves. Bat'
* the Lorp reigneth, therefore the world fhall®
“ be eftablifhed that it cannot be movéd. The’
* Lorp on high is mightier than the noife of
“ many waters ; yea, than the mighty waves’
« of the fea(d).”  Sometimes the ambition of

~ foreign power, or the encrodchments of domef-,

tic tyranny may threaten our liberties, and,
Perfecution may feem ready to difcharge its ar-
tillery againft'the church of - Gop, whilé every

o j 02 ,, j?ioﬂs
(4 Pllm xciii. AR
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piouS heart trembles for the ark, left it fhould.
be carried into the land of its enemies. But the-

Lorp reigneth! let the earth, let the church
réjoice ; #the eternal Gop is her refuge, and
#underneath her are the everlafting arms (d).*
He will overrule the various revolutions of the
world for her good. He will give kings for
her ranfom, Athiopia and Seba for her; and
the united powers of Earth and Hell fhall not
prevail againft her. Though the frame of Na-
ture fhould be unhinged we may find refuge in

our Gop. Yet it muft be owned that the Lorp-

for the chaftifement of his people may fuffer
their enemies to break in upon them, and may
caft them into the furnace of affliction. But
let the earth rejoice, let the church be glad that
the Lorp reigneth over her moft powerful
enemies, and that they are but executing his will
even when they have no regard to it, but are
- gratifying their own ambition. They are but
a rod in the hand of a tender father who cor-
refts’only to amend, and when he has ufed the
rod for this gracious purpofe he will lay it
afide. In this language the Almighty fpeaks
of the haughty 4fjyrian monarch who had

puthed his conquets fo far and wide (¢). = O-
" A_@’rian, the rod of mine anger, &¢, I will-

# give him my commiffion, and fend him againft
# the Jews, my favourite people, becaufe they
* are degenerated into an hypocritical nation,
# and he {fhall execute my orders.” *“ Howbeit,

N - S e
14) Deut. xxxiii. 27. (e) Ifa, x. 5,6,7. ,
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he meaneth not fo; it is far'from his heart to
obey my will in this éxpedition, but his only de-
fign is to aggrandize himfelf and to deﬁroy and
cut off nations not a few.” And when this in-
ftrument of the divine vengeance arrogates to
himfelf the honour of his own fuccefles with
what juft infult and difdain does the King of
kings fpeak of him (7)? * Shall the ax boaft’
* itfelf againft him that heweth therewith? As
# if the rod fhould fhake ‘itfelf againft him
* that liftgth it up,” &c. The defign of Gop
in thefe chaftifements is to purge away the ini-
quity of his people, and this is all the fruit of
them to take away their fin; and when this
gracious defign is anfwered they fhall be re-
moved ; * and the rod of the wicked fhall not
# always lie upon the lot of the righteous(g).*
Now what caufe of univerfal joy is this that
One infinitely wife fits at the helm, and can
fteer the feeble veffel of his church through all
the outrageous ftorms of this unfriendly climate
and tempeftuous ocean! He may feem at times
to lie afleep, but in the article of extreme dan-
ger he will awake and ftill the winds and the
fea with his fovereign mandate, * Peace, be
# ftill.* Men may form deep and politic fchemes,
and purpofe their accomplithment in defiance
‘of Heaven, * but Gop difappointeth the de-
“ vices of the crafty, fo that their hands cannot
* perform their enterprize. He taketh the wife
# in their own craftinefs, and the counfel of
’ O3 , # the
(f) Ver. 12==t35. (g) Plalm cxxv. 3. -
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= the froward is carried headlong (b).# This
was exemplified in the cafe of Abithoplel (i),
# The heaits of men, yea of kings, are in the
s hand of the Lorp, and he turneth them
» whitherfoever he pleafes (£).* And how joy-
ful a thought this, that we are not at the arbi-
trary difpofal of our fellow-mortals, and that
affairs are not managed according to their ca-
ricious pleafure, but that our Gop is in the
;ieaven, and doeth whatfoever he pleafeth (/) |
~ Again, the church- may be endangered by
inteftine divifions and offences. The profeflors
of religion may ftumble and fall, and fo wound
the hearts of the friends of Z:icn, and give mat-
ter of triumph and infult to its enemies. Some
may apoftatize, and return like the dog to his
vomit. A general lukewarmnefs may diffufe
itfelf through the church, and even thofe who
Fetain their integrity in the main may feel the
contagion. Divifions and animofities may be
inflamed, mutual love may be extinguifhed,
and a fpirit of difcord fucceed in its place. A
moft melancholy cafe this, and too much like
our own; and our hearts fink at times bengath
the burden, But “the Lorbp reigneth; let the
* earth be glad.* He can reduce this confu-
fion into order, and * make the wrath of man to
# praife him, and reftrain the remainder of
# 1t (m).* Itis the peculiarity of diving wifdom
to

(B Jobw 12,13 (i) 2 Sam. xvii. 14.

-(#) Prov. xxi.1. fe¢ alfo Chap. xvi. 1,9. and xix. 21.
(/) Pialm cxy. 3. (%) PRlm lxxvi. 10,
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to educe good out of evil, and let us rejoice in it.
Gop is fupreme, and therefore can controul all
the wicked paffions of the mind. He has the
refidue of the fpirit, and can rekindle the lan-
guifhing flame of devotion. And O let us ap-
ply to him with the moft vigorous and un-
wearied importunity for fo neceffary a bleffing !
‘Again, we are expofed to numberlefs acci-
dental and unforefeen dangers which we cannot
prevent nor encounter. Sicknefs and death may
proceed from a thoufand unfufpected caufes.
Our friends, our eftates, and in fhort all our
carthly enjoyments may be torn from us by a
variety of accidents. We walk, asit were, in
the dark, and may tread on remedilefs dangers
ere we are aware. * But the Lorp reigneth!
# let the earth be glad I* Contingent events are
“at his difpofal, and neceffity at his controul.
The fmalleft things are not beneath the notice
of his providence, and the greateft are not a-
- bove it. Difeafes and misfortunes that feem te
happen by chance are commiffioned by the
Lorp of all, and they that refult evidently
from natural caufes are fent by his almighty
- will. He fays to one, Go, and it goeth ; and
to another, Come, and it cometh.. He orders.
the devaftations that are made by the moft out-
rageous clements. I flames lay our houfes in
afhes they are kindled by his breath. 1f hur-
‘ricanes {weep through our land, and carry defo-
lation along with them, they. perform his will,
and.can do nothing beyond it. His hand hurls
, 04 . , the

/
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the thunder, and direéts it where to ftrike. An
arrow or a bullet fhot at a venture in the heat
of battle is carried to its mark by divine direc~
tion. How wretched a world would this be
were it not under the wife management of di-
vine Providence! If Chance or blind Fate were
its rulers what defolations would crowd upon
us every moment ! we fhould foon be crufhed
in the ruins of a falling world. Every wind:
that blows might blaft us with death, and fire
and water would mingle in a blended chaos,
and bury us in their deftruction. But fo ex-
tenfive is the care of Providence that even the
fparrows may find fafety in it, and we cannot
lofe fo much as a hair of our heads without its

permiffion (7). And how much more then are’

~our perfons and our affairs of importance un-
der its guardianthip and direction ?

Again, we are in perpetual danger from the
malignant agency of infernal fpirits, who watch
all opportunities to ruin the fouls, bodies, and
eftates of men. Thefe fubtil fpirits can inject
infnaring thoughts into our minds, and prefent
fuch images to the fancy as may allure the foul
to fin. ‘This is repeatedly afferted in Scripture;,
and attefted by the melancholy experience of
multitudes in all ages. That they have power
alfo in the material world to raife ftorms and
tempefts, and to ruin men’s eftates, and infliét
difeafes on their bodies, is plain from the cafe of
Job, ard many in‘our Saviour's time; and from

: : Satan’s
{x) Matt, x. 29,30,3 1,
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Satan’s being “ called the prince of the power of.
» the air, and his affociates fpiritual wickednefles
“ in high places.* And what horrid devaftations
would thefe powerful and malicious Beings
fpread through the world if they were not un-
der the -controul of divine Providence! They
would perpetually haunt our minds with in-
fnaring or terrifying images, would meet us
with temptations at every turn, and lead us
willing captives to Hell. They would alfo ftrip
us of all temporal enjoyments, torture our bo-.
dies with grievous pains, or moulder them into

~duft with confuming and loathfome difeafes.

# But the Lorp reigneth ! let the earth be glad 1=

He keeps the infernal lions in chains, and re-
ftrains their rage. He fees all their fubtil plots .
and machinations againft his feeble fheep, and
baffles them all. # He will not fuffer his peo-
* ple to be tempted above what they are able to
* bear, but with the temptation will alfo make
® a way to efcape (0).” * And when he fuffers
# them to be buffeted his grace fhall be fufhi-
“ cient for them, &c(p).* *“ Hehathalfo (as
Satan himfelf confefled with regard to Fob)
“ made an hedge about us, and about our
# houfes, and about all that we have on every
# fide(g) :* and "hence we live and enjoy the
bleflings of life. What caufe of grateful joy is this!

- 'Who would not rather die than live in a world

ungoverned by divine Providence ! This earth
' - - “would

(o) 1Cor.x.13. (#) 2 Cor.xii. 7,9,
(g) Job i. 10, N
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would foon be turned into a Hell, if the infer-
nal armies were let loofe upon it. '

III. The Lorp reigneth upon a throne of
Grace! * let the earth rejoice, and the multi-
# tude of the ifles be glad.”

It is the mediatorial government. of the Mef-
fiah which the Pfalmift had more immediately
in view, and this is the principal caufe of joy
to the earth and its guilty inhabitants. This
13 a kind of government peculiar to the
human race: the upright angels do not need
it, and the fallen angels are not favoured with
it. This is invefted in the perfon of Immanuel,
“ who is made head over all things to his
* church () ; to whom all power in Heaven
* and Earth is given (s).* This is the kingdom
defcribed in fuch auguft language in Dan. ii.
Ver. 44,45, and vii. 14. Lukei. 32,33. Hence
that Jesus, who was mocked with a crown of
thorns, and condemned as a criminal at Pjlate’s
Ear, wears on his vefture and on his thigh this
majeftic infcription, KinG oF Ki1NGs, AND
Lorp or Lorps (). And behold 1 bring
you glad tidings, this kingdom of Gop is come
unto you, and you are called to become its fub-
jeCts, and fhare in its bleflings. Wherever the
gofpel is preached there Jebovab fits upon a
mercy-feat in majefty tempered with conde-
fcending grace. From thence he invites rebels
that had rejected his government to re'turxll1 to

their

() Ephes. i. 22, {5} Matt. xi. 27. and xxviil. 18.
(#) Rev. xix. 16. .
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their allegiance, and paffes an act' of grace
upon all that comply with the invitation. To
his throne of grace he invites all to come, and
offers them the richeft bleflings. From thence
he publifhes peace on earth, and good-will to-
wards men. From thence he offers pardon to
all that will fubmit to his government, and re-
nounce their fins, thofe. weapons of rebellion.
From thence he diftributes the influences of his
Spirit to {ubdue obftinate hearts into chearful
fubmiffion, to fupport his fpbjects under every

" burden, and furnifh them with ftrength for the
- fpiritual warfare. He {ubdues their rebellious

corruptions, animates their languifhing graces,
and protects them from their {piritual enemies*,
He enalls laws for the regulation of his church,
appoints ordinances for her edification, and
qualifies minifters to difpenfe them. * He hath
* afcended up on high:; he hath received gifts
*# for men, .and thele he hath diftributed, and
# given fome, prophets; and fome, apoftles ;
and fome, evangelifts ; and fome, paftors and
# teachers; for the perfecting of the faints for
“ the work of the miniftry, for the edifying of
# the body of Curist (#).*  And it is by vir-
tue of authority derived from him that his mi-
nifters now officiate, and you receive his ordi-
nances at-their hands. Now how happy are
we, that we live under the mediatorial admini-
ftration! under the empire of Grace! * L}t;:t

# the

* See his reign moft beautifully defcribed under the type of So-
bomon. Pfalm Ixxii. (») Ephes, iv. 8,11,12.

&
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= the earth rejoice; let the multitude of the
= ifles be glad upon this account.* - And let us-
pray that all nations may become the willing'
fubjells of our gracious iovereign. If this ad-
miniftration of grace had not been ereted, in
what a miferable fituation fhould we have

been! guilty, miferable, and hopelefs! Let us.
rejoice that the King of Heaven, from whom-
we had revolted, has not fuffered us to perifh -

without remedy in our unnatural rebellion, but
holds out the fceptre of his grace to us that we
may touch it and live. :

IV. And laftly, the Lorp will reign ere long
upon a throne of univerfal judgment confpi~
cuous to the affembled univerfe, * let the earth
= therefore rejoice, and the multitude of the
# ifles be glad.*

Here I.may borrow the inimitable langua'ge:

of the Pfalmift (w): * The Lorp fhall judge
= the people righteoufly. Let the Heavens re-
= joice, and let the Earth be glad: let the fea
# roar, and the fulnefs thereof: let the fields
# be joyful, and all that is. therein: then fhall
# all the trees of the wood rejoice before the

# Lorp, for he cometh! for he cometh to judge:
= the earth. He fhall judge the world with:
* righteoufnefs and the people with his truth.*
This will indeed be a day of infupportable ter-
. 1or to his enemies (¥), but on many accounts:

it will prove a day of joy and triumph,

This day will unfold all the myfteries of di-

, S vine
" (w) Pfalm xcvi. 10=13. () Rev.vi. 15,16,

S
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vine Providence, which are now unlearchable..
There are. many difpenfations now for which-
we cannot account. Many bleflings are be-
ftowed, many calamities fall, and many events
happen, of which mortals cannot fee the rea-
fon. Profperity is the lot of fome who feem the
peculiar objelts of divine vengeancé, and many
groan under affliCtions who feem more proper
abjects of providential beneficence. We are
often led into ways, the end of which we can-
not fee, and are bewildered in various perplexi-
ties about the defigns of divine Providence to-
wards us. Hence alfo Impiety takes occafion
to cavil at the ways of Gop as not equal, and
to cenfure his government as weakly adminif-
tered. But in that day all his ways will appear
to be judgment. The clouds and darknefs that
now furround them will vanifh, and the beams
of Wifdom, Goodnefs, and. Juftice will thine

~ illuftrious before the whole univerfe, and every

creature fhall join the plaudit, * He hath done
¢ all things well I* Now we can at beft but fee
a few links in the chain. of providence, but
then we fhall fee it all entire and compleat:-
then the whole fyftem ‘will be” expofed to view
at once, which will difcover the ftrange fym-
metry, conneétions, dependencies, and references
of all the’parts, without, which we can no more

-judge of the excellency of the procedure than a

ruftic could tell the ufe of the feveral parts of

& watch, ‘if he faw them fcattered in various

places. Let the earth therefore be glad in ex-
peclation of this glorious difcovery. N
Again,
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. Agdin, let the earth rejoice that in that day
the prefent unequal diftributions of Providence
will be forever adjufted, and regulated accord-
ing to the ftri&teft juftice. This is not the place
or feafon for retribution, and therefore we
need not be farprifed that the bleffings and ca-
lamities of this life are not difpofed according’
to mens- real charaters; but then every man
+ thall be dealt with according to his works. Op-
prefled innocence will be:redrefled, and infolence
forever mortified. Calumny will be confuted,
and flattery expofed. Lazarus fhall be comforted,

and Djves tormented. Impious kings fhall be

driven into the infernal pit, while pious beg-
gars fhall be advanced to the heights of happi-
nefs. In fhort, all matters will then be fet
night, and therefore let the earth rejoice;
“Again, let the earth rejoice that 1n that day”
the nighteous fhall be compleatly delivered from:
all fin and forrow, and advanced to the per-
fection of heavenly happinefs. Then they fhall
enter upon the full fraition of that'blifs, which”
is'now the object of all their anxious hopes and -
earneft labours. - : o

But we muft change the fcene into tragedy,
and take a view of trembling criminals hearing”

their dreadful doom, and finking to- Hell with

horrible anguith. And muft the earth rejoice’
in thistoo? Yes, but with a folemir tremendous’.

joy. Even. the ‘condemnation and everlafting;
mifery of thefe is right and juft, is'amiablé and-
glorious, and Gop, Angels, and Saints will at’
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the great day rejoice in it. The awful gran-
deur of juftice will be illuftrated in it, and this
is. matter of joy. The punifhment of irre-
claimable impenitents will be an effeGtual warn-
ing to all reafonable Beings, and to all future
creations, as.has been obferved ; -and by it they
will be deterred from difobedience, and this is

-the caufe of joy. Thefe criminals will then be

beyond repentance.and reformation, and there~
fore it js impoffible in: the natyre of things
they thould be happy; and why then fhould
Heaven be incumbered with them? Is it net
caufe of joy that they fhould be confined in
prifon who have made themfelves unfit for fo-
ciety? . In the prefent. ftate finners are objects of
our ¢compaffion and’ forrow, and the whele
creation_mourns for them (y); but Gop will .
then rejoice in their ruin, and: laugh. at their
calamity (=) andiall dutiful creatures will join
m hisjoy. L - =

Thus you fee: that' the Lorp reigneth.. And
who, poor feeble faints, who is this that fuftains
this: univerfal. government, and rules thie whole:
creation - according to his pleafure ? It is;
your: Father,  your Saviour, yourFriend! It is:
he that:entertains-a tenderer. regard to you-than;
ever glowed in an human breaft: And can you
be fo foolifh as ta regard. the furmifes of unbe-
lief?* Can you force yourfelves: to fear that he
will:ever. leave or forfake you? Can you fufpeét
that he'will fuffer: you to-fall-an helplefs: prey to-
(») Rom. viii. 32 {x) Prov.i. 26. )
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your enemies? Np, your Lorp reigneth, there-
fore rejoice. * Rejoice in the Lorp alway ; and
~ * again I fay rejoice.* While he keeps the throne
of the univerfe you' fhall be fafe and happy.
Your Father is greater than all, and none can
pluck you out of his hands. Remember he
its upon a throne of grace, therefore come to
him with boldnefs. You may {mile at calamity
and confufion, and rejoice amid the ruins.of
the world. You may borrow the language of
" David, Pfalm xlvi. or of Habbakuk, ch. iii. ver.
17, 18. Remember alfo, that’as heis a King
he demands your chearful obedience, and there-
fore make his fervice the bufinefs of your life.
And, unhappy finners! let me afk you, Who
is this that reigns King of the univerfe? Why.
it is He whom you have rejeGed from being
King over you, it is he againft whom you have
rebelled, and who is therefore your juft enemy.
And are you able to make good your caufe a-
gainft him who has univerfal nature at his nod ?
How dreadful is your fituation! That which
may make the earth rejoice may make you fear
and tremble. The Lorp reigneth, let.finners
tremble. You muft fall before him; if you will
not chearfully fubmit to his government.” Let
me therefore renew the ufual neglected decla-
ration, ‘¢ He fits upon a throne of grace.” Let
me once more in his name proclaim reconcili-
ation ! reconciliation ! in your ears, and invite
you to return to your allegiance. Lay down
your arms, forfake your fins. Haften, haften
: e . . to

L3
-

vl - £ . v




\Serm.x6.‘ the oy of our World.- 209

“to him. The fword of his juftice now hangs
- over your heads while I am managing the trea--
ty with you, and therefore delay not. Yield!
yield, or die; furrender, or perith.- You have
no other alternative. Submit, and you may
join the general joy at his government. You
upon earth, and devils and damned ghofts in
hell are the only Beings that are forry for it ;
but upon your {fubmiffion your forrow fhall be
turned into joy, and you fhall exult * when
# the Lorp of all comes to judge the world
* with righteoufnefs, and the people with his
# truth (22).” ¥ ,

(zz) Pfalm xcvi. 13,

P

+*
Q’:*é.’:’b
L IR IR

Voo.l. P  SERMON



N I8

KR & KR KA KRS RS ICH & KRR
Lot R L e *%§*&t§*&éﬁﬂgﬁ*§§

SERMON XVIL

The Name of Gop proclaxmed by
himfelf, _'

LEREE L EEEEEESELE TR LS B

EXODUS XXXIIL 18, 19. .

And be faid, I befeech thee, flew me thy Glory. And
be fard, I will make all my Goodnefs pafs befare
thee, and I will proclaim the name ¢f the Lorp
before thee— oo ,

With Cuap. XXXIV. 6, 7.

And the LorD paffed by before bim, and proclaimed,
The Lorp, the Lorp Gob, merciful and gro-
cious, long-fuffering, and abundant in Goodnefs

 and Ti rutf; keeping Mercy for Thoufands, for-
giving Iniquity and Tranfgreffim and Sin, and
that will by no-means clear the Guilty. 3

%ER T is a very natural and proper en-
® quiry for a creature, * Where is Gop
i my Maker ?* And an heart that loves
$EREY him muft long to know more of
him, and is ever ready to join with Mofes in his
petition, * Shew me, I pray thee, thy glory;*
or, « Reveal thyfelf to me *.” That thou m‘i
P2

. ® EpQangor wes geavlos LXX.
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I infer from my own exiftence, and from thy
numerous works all around me; and that thou
art glorious 1 learn from the difplay of thy per-
fections in thy vaft creation, and in the go-
* vernment of. the world thou haft made. But,
alas!-how-fmall a portion of Gob is known in
the earth? How fajntly does thy glory fhine in
the feeble eyes of mortals? My knowledge of
things in the prefent -ftate of flefh and blood

depends in a great meafure upon the fenfes, -

but Gob is a {pirit invifible to eyes. of flefh,
-and imperceptible through the grofs medium
of fenfation. How and when- fhall I know
thee as thou art, thou great, thou dear Un-
known ?- In what a ftrange fituation am I! I
am furrounded with thy omniprefence, yet I
cannot pereeive thee : thou art as near, me as I
am. to myfelf; * thou knoweft my rifing up
" and my fitting down; thou underftandeft
* my thoughts afar off ; thou penetrateft my
' very eflence, and knoweft me altogether () ;*
but to me thou dwelleft in impervious darknefs,
or, which is the fame, in light inacceflible. «“ O
¢¢ that I knew where I' might find him! Be-
s¢ hold I go forward, but he is not there ; and
« backward, but I cannot perceive him: on
¢¢ the left. hand, where he doth work, but I
‘¢ cannot behold: him: -he hideth himfelf on
« the right hand, that I cannot fee him (4).”
I fee his perfections beaming upon me from all
his works, and his providence ever-aétive ruling

(¢) Plalm cxxxix. 5,80 .. (3) Jobxxiii. 3—ig.

the
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the vaft umverfe, and. diffufing life,”motion,:
and vigour through:the whole: the virtue of.
his wifdom, power, and goodnefs, . .

¢ Warms in the fun,, refrefhes in the biees;

¢ Glows in the ftars, and bloffoms in the'trees 5
¢ Lives in all life, extends through all extent 3
¢ Spreads undivided, operates unfpent;

¢ Infpires.our foul, informs our vital part’<{

But where is the great Agent himfelf? Thefe
are his works, amd they are glorious; * in wif-
' # dom has he made them all,* but where is the
divihe Artificer ?. From thefe difplays of his glo-
ry, which ftrike my fenfes, I derive fome ideas
of him, but O! how faint and glirmering}
how unlike to the all-perfet Archietype: and
Original! I have allo heard of, him.by the.
hearing of the ear : I read his own defcriptions
of himfelf in his word; -I contemplage ‘the re-
prefentations he has given. of himfelf in' his
ordinances; and thefe are truly: glorious, but
they .are adapted to ‘the-dark -and :groveling
minds of mortals in this .obfcure region;- and
fall infinitely fhort, of the original glory. I
can think-of him; I canlove him; I can con~
wverfe and carry on a fpiritual ‘intercourfe with
him; I feel- him working in my heart; I re~
ceive fenfible communicatiqns of lpve and grace
from him ; I dwell at times ' with unknown de-
light in" the contemplation of his glory, and

. ey P3-» . IR
+ Pors’s Effay on Man, Epit. L.’ '
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am tranfported with the furvey: but, alas! T

canpot fully know him ; I cannot dive deep

into this myftery of glory: my fenfes canmot

rceive him ; and my intelleGtual powers in
the prefent ftate are not  qualified to converfe
with fpiritual objeéts,- and form a full ac-
quaintance with them. O! if it would pleafe
my Gon to fhew e his glory in its full luftre !
© that ¢ would reveal himfelf to-me fo as that

' my fenfes may affit my mind, if fuch a man-
ner of revelation be poflible!

Such thoughts as thefe may naturally rife in
eur mitds, and probably fome fuch thoughts
poiffefled the mind of Mofes, and were the ‘oc=
eafion of his réqueft, *-1 befeech thee thew me
*thyglorys L |
.- Thefe chapters whence we have taken out
fubje& of dicourfe prefent us with tranfadtions
that muft feem very firange and incredible to a
mind that knows nothing of communion with
thé Father of Spirits, and that is furnifhed only
with modern ideas. ,

~ Heres, not an 'angel, but a man; not a
treatute only, bat & firmer, a finner once as
Hepraved & ourftlves, in intimate audience
with the Deity. Jenovan fpeaks to him “ face
= to face, as 4 rhan fpeaketh to his friend.®
Phofes ufes his interelt'in favour of a rebelfous
people, and it was fo great that-he prevailed:
nay, Yo Thew the force of his interceffions and
o ‘give- liim -an encouragement to ‘ufe them,
‘Gop condefcends to ‘reprefent himfelf as re-

X » - fthained

- e
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ftrained by this importunate pefitioner, and un«
able to punith the ungrateful Jraclites, while
Mofés pleaded far them. * Let me alone, {ays
# he, that my wrath may wax hot againft this
# people, that I may confume them(c).* JMpfes
urges petition upon petition, and obsains blefsr
ing upan blefling, as though Gop could deny
nathing to fuch a favourite. -He firk deprecates
the divine wrath, that it might nat immediate-
ly break out upon the Jpeelites, and cut them
off (4): when he has gained this point he ads
vances farther, and pleads that-Gep would he
their conductor thraugh the wildernefs, as hg
had been till that time, and lead them into the
promifed land. In this article Gop feems to
put -him off, and to devolve the work jof .cons
du&ing them upon himfelf; bus Mefes, fenfi-
ble that he was not equsl to it, wnfifts upon the
requeft, and with a facred dexterity urges the
divine promifes to enforce. it. . Jemovam at
length appears, “as it.were, partly prevailed
upon, .and promifes to fend :his angel befove
him as his guide (¢). : But, alas!.an angel can-
not fill up his place, and Mofes ¥enews his pe-
tition to the Lorp, and humbly tells him that
he had rather ftay, or even die whese they were
in the wildernefs, .than go up to the promifed
land without him. = If thy prsfence go not
4 with me, carry us nat up hence(f): alas!
‘ : - P g ‘ “ the
(¢) Chap. xxxii.10. . (4} Verfes rt—14e
(¢) Chap. xxxii.'34. and xxXiii, 2, - « . . .
(f) Chap. xxxiii. 15. :
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* the company of an angel and the pofieflion
s of aland flowing with milk and honey will
4 not fatisfy us without thyfelf:* v. 15. His
prayers prevail for this bleffing alfo, and. Jeno-
van will not deny him any thing. - O the fur-
prifing prevalency of faith! O the efficacy of
the fervent prayer of a righteous man!
* And now, when his people are reftored unto
the divine favour, and Gob has engaged to go
with them, has Mofes any thing more to afk ?
Yes, he found he had-indeed great intereft
with Gop, and O he loved him, and longed,
and languifhed for a clearer knowledge of him :
the found that after all his friendly. interviews
and conferences he knew ‘but little of his glo-
Ty ; and now, ‘thought he, it is a proper time
to put in a petition for this manifeftation; who
knows but 1t may be granted ? Accordingly.he
prays with a mixture of -filial boldnefs and
trembling modefty, * I befeech thee, fhew: me
# thy glory:* that is to.fay, “ Now.Iam in
*¢ converfe with thee, I perceive thou:art the
«-moft glorious of all Beings; but it is but
« little of thy glory I.as yet know. Ol is it
s¢ poffible for a guilty fortal to receive clearer
*¢ difcoveries of it ?. If fo, I pray thee favour
#¢ me with a more full and bright view.” This
petition is alfo granted, and the Lorp promifes
im, * I will make all my goodnefs pafs before
# thee, and I will proclaim the Name of the
* Lorp before thee.” . ‘ :
That you may the better underftand this
' ' : ftrange
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firange hiftory, I would have you obferve a
few things. . - SR

ift, In the earlier ages of the world it was a
very common thing for Gop to aflume fome
vifible form, and in it to converfe freely with
his fervants. ~ Of this you frequently read in
the hiftory. of the -patriarchs, particularly of
Adam, Abrabom, facob, &c. Tt is alfo a tra-
dition almoft univerfally’.récéived in'all ages,
and among all nations, that Gop: has fometimes
appeared. in a fenfible form to mortals.. You
can hardly meet with one heathen writer but
what you will find in: him f{ome traces of thig
tradition.. Upon.this in particular are founded
the many extravagant ftories of the Poéts ton-
cerning the appearances of their .gods.” * Had
there been no original . truth in fome. appear-
ances of the true Gop to men, theré¢ would
have been no colour for fuch fables, for they
would have evidently appeared groundlefs and
unnatural to every reader. This tradition there-
fore was no doubt originally derived from the
appearances of the Deity in a corporeal form:in
carly ages. Sometimes Gop affumed an hu-
2 S : ) -~ . Inan
- 4 Thefe appearances were probably made in the ’p‘,e'rfo:a ‘of the
Son, and might be intended as a prelude or earneft of his affum-
ing human natare, in the fulnéis of time, and his dwelling among
mortals, He was the immediate Agent in the creation of the
world, and the Father devolved upon him the whole oeconomy of
Providence from the beginning ; and hence he had frequent oc-
cafions to appear.on fome grand defign. It cannot feem incredie
ble, that be fhould thus aflume fome vifible form, to'fich as be
lieve that Gop was at length really manife/led in the flefb ; for this

temporary apparent Incarpation cannot be deemed more ﬁﬁangc.
than his really being made fieh, and dwelling among us,
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man fhape, and appeared as a man. ‘Thus he
appeared to Abrabam in company with two an-
gels (g); and that ;good patriarch entertained
them with food as travellers; yet one of them
is repeatedly ftiled the Lorp, or Jemovau, the
incommunicable Name of Gob (), and fpeaks
in a language proper to him only (¢). Some-
times he apﬁearcd as a-vifible brightnefs, or a
body of light, or in fome other fenfible form
of majefty and glory. Thus he was feen by
Myfes in the buth as a burning fire; thus he

attended the Jfraelites through the wildernefs in -

the fymbol of fire by night, and a cloud by
day; and thus he often appeared in the taber-
nacle, and at the dedication of Sokmon's temple,
in fome fenfible form of glorious brightnefs,
which the Jews called the Scueeninan, and
looked upon as a.cértain fymbol of the divine
prefence. _ _ ' '
" 2dly, You are to obferve that Gop, who is
a fpirit, cannot be perceived by the fenfes; nor
were thefe fenfible forms intended to reprefent
the divine effence, which is wholly immaterial.
You can no more fee Gop than-you can fee
your own foul ; and a bodily form can no more
reprefent his nature tharn fhape or colour can
x;prefmt a thought, or the affection of love.
Yet, :
3dly, It muft be allowed that majeftic and
glorious emblems, -or reprefentations of Gop
' o  exhibited
" (g) Gen. xviii. (B) See verfes 13,20,22,26, &e.
(i) Ver. 14,21, &, - '

)




Serm.y7.  proclaimed by bzm/é?f: 21y

exhibited to the fenfes “_m‘a‘é l}elp, iir%ife our-
nfes and the ima-’

ideas of hii. When the
gination affift the powey of pure underftanding,
fts ideas are more lively and impreffive.  And
though no fenfible réprefentations can bear any’
1°crié’§g refemblarice to the divine nature, yet they.
may ftrike our minds deeply, and fill them
with images of grandeur and maje’ 1{ When
1 fee a magnificent palace, ' it naturally tends to
- give me a great idea of the owner or builder.
The retinue and poiip of kings, their glittering
crowns, fceptres, and other regalia, tend te
infpire us with ideas of majefty. 1In like man-
ner, thofe fenfible reprefentations of Deity,
¢fpecially when attended. with' fome rational den
feriptions of the divine nature, may help us ta
form higher conceptions of the.glory of ‘Gob+
and the warit of ﬁ‘x)ch» reprefentations may oc-
cafion lefs reverénce ‘and awe. For’ inftance,
had the defcription of ‘the Deity, * the Lorn
s Gop merciful and gracious,* &c. been only,
faggefted to the mind of Mofes as an object of

calth contemplation ‘it ‘would -not have ftruck

him with fuch profound reverence, nor given
him fuch clear or impreflive ideas as when i
was proclaimed with -a loud, majeflic voice,
and attended with a vifible glory too bright for,
mortal eyes. Human natareis-of fuch a makg
that it ¢cannot but be’ affefted with things of
this nature. -

- -Gonfider the matter well in the light which
I have fet it, and you may fee fomething of the'

g . propriety

S\ -
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propriety and good tendency of - thefe-appear-
ances, and at the fame time guard yourfelves
againft miftakes. Let me now give you what
I apprehend the true hiftory of this remarkable
and 1illuftrious appearance of Gob to Mofes.
Mofes had enjoyed' frequent interviews with
Gop, and feen many fymbols of his prefence
and reprefentations of his glory, but he fill
finds his knowledge of him very defective, and
apprehends that Gop might give him fome re-
prefentation of his glory more ftriking and il-
luftrious than any he had feen. Therefore,
finding that now he was in great favour with -
him, he humbly moves this petition, * I be-
# feech thee fthew me thy glory;* < give ‘me
« fome more full and majeftic reprefentation
 of thy glory than I have hitherto feen.” The
Lorp anfwers him, * I will caufe all my good-
# nefs,* that is, a glorious, vifible reprefenta-
tion of my goodnefs, which is # my glory, to
# pafs before thee,” ¢ which may ftrike thy
¢ fenfes, and make them the medium of con-
¢ veying to thy mind more illuftrious and ma-
¢ jeftic 1deas of my glory. *And as no fenfible
 forms can fully reprefent the fpiritual eflence
“ and perfections of my nature, while I caufe
“ a vifible reprefentation of my glory to pafs
¢ before thee, I will at the fame time proclaim
¢ the Name of the Lorp *, and defcribe fome
) : ’ ¢ Of
- ® The LXX render-the paffage,” Katow 7o oropuals pov, xupi®e
warlior cov; ¢ I will call by my Name, THE Loab, before thee.;
’ An
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« of the principal perfections which conftitute,
“« my glory and goodnefs. But fo bright will
« be the luftre of that form which I fhall af-
¢ {ume, that thou art not able to fee my face,
«« or the moft fplendid part of the reprefenta-
“ tion; the glory is too bright to be beheld by
“ any mOrtal (£). But there is'a place in a
¢ rock where thou maveft wait, and I will caft
« darknefs over it till the brlghteft part of the
“ form of gloty in which Ifhall appear is paffed
* by, and then I will open a medium of light,
« and thou fhalt fee my back parts; that is,
s¢ thofe parts of the reprefentation - which -are
« lefs illuftrious, and which pafs by laft: the
¢ glory of thefe thou fhalt be enabled to bear,
« but my face fhall not be feen (/).”
"~ Thus Gop condefcended to promife, an&
when matters were duly preparec{) he performs
his engagement. TheLorp affumed a vifible
form of glory, and paffed by before bim, and pro-
claimed bis Name, which includes his perfections.
Things are known by their names, and Gop
is known by his attributes, therefore his Name
includes his attributes. The proclamation ran
in this auguﬂ: ﬁyle # The Lorp, the Lorp
. * Gob,
And this is the moft literal tranflation of the Hebrew words,
q’-’a" M TSW3 MNNMW andthey are accordingly render-
ed, « Inclamabo wominatim YE HOV A ante faciem tuam,”™ by
Funius and Tremellins. According to this verfion the fenfe {feems
to be, * When the fymbol of. my glory is pafling by, I will give
¢ thee notice, and call by my Name PHE Loxn, that I may

# not pafs by unobferved. "
(#) Verfe zo. - (1) Ver.2—23. .

»n
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= Govp, merciful and graeious, long-fuffering,
# abundant in goodnefs and truth, keeping
# mercy for thoufands, forgiving iniquity,
# tranigreffion, and fin.* Mofes was ftruck with
reverence and admiration, and bowed and
worthipped, o
. My prefent defign i3 to explain the feveral
names and perfections here alcribed to Gopy
and {hew that they all concur to conftitute his
goodnels. For you muit obferve this is the
conne&tion. Mofes prays far a view of Gob's
glory, Gop promifes him a view of his gadnefs,
which intimates, that his goodnefs is his glory 3
and when he defcribes his goodnefs what i.sog;e
defceipion? It is * The Lorp, the Lorp Gop,
= merciful and gracious, long-fuffering, abun~
" * dant in goodnefs and truth, Zeping * mercy
# for thoufands, forgiving iniquity, tranfgref-
# fion, and fin." T?-xat thefe attributes belong
to his goodnefs we eafily and naturally copceive ;
but what fhall we think of his punitive juftice,
that awful and tremendous attribute, the object
of terror and averfien o finners? Is that a
part of his goodnefs too? Yes, when Gobp
caufes his goodnefs to pafs before Mofes, he pro-
claims as one part of it, that * he will by no
- ® means clear the guilty, and that he vifits the
¢ iniquities of the fathers upon the children l? ,
: : ‘ s the

® The Hebrews obferve, that the firkt letser of the word 23

tranflated keeping, is much larger than ufual, which {hews that a
particular emphafis is to be Jajd upon it; as ifhe fhould fay, <L
« moft fritly and richly keep mercy for thoufands ; ithe weafure

« js immenfc, and can neyer be exhaufted. ” _ ' :
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% the third and fourth generation.” This awful
attribute is an important part of his goodnefs,
and without 1t he could not be good, amiable,

or glorious.- ‘ -

- Yam now about to enter upon a fubject the

moft fublime, auguaft, and important, that can -
come within the compafs of human or angelic’
mninds, the Nare and Perfections of the infinite

and ever-glorious Gon. I attempt it with trem-
bling and reverence, and I forefee I fhall finifh

t with fhame and eonfufion: for * who by

® fearching can find out Gon? who can find

# out the Almighty unto perfection (m)?* The

queftion of Agur mortifies the pride of human

knowledge ; “ What is his name, or what is his -
¥ Son’s name, if thou canft tell (m)?* = Such

= knowledge is too wonderful for me; it is

# high, Icannot attain unte it (o). * It is as

“ high as Heaven, what can Iknow?'r::?per

# than Hell, what can I do? the meafure

@ thereof is longer than the earth, and broader

# than the fea (p).* Lend me your. fkill, ye

Angels, who have feen his face without inters

miffion from the firft moment of your happy

‘exiftence ; or ye Saints above, that “fee him as

“ he is, and know even as you are known;* -

infpire mie with your exalted ideas, and teach
‘me your celeftial language, while I attempt to
‘bring Heaven down to Earth, and reveal its

glories to the eyes of mortals, In vain & atk

. - thetr
(”’).}"b"i- 7> - {) Prov. x£x. 4. ' P
{¢) Plalm cxxxix. 6. (2) Job %i. 8,9.



224 The Name of Gop . Serm.17.
their khowledge is’ incommunicable to the in-
habitants of flefh, and none but immortals can
kearn the language of immortality. But why
do I afk of them? O thou Father of Angels
and of Men, who *canft perfect thy praife
* even out of the mouths of babes and fuck-
= lings,* and who canft open all the avenues of
knowledge and pour thy glory upon created -
minds, do thou fhine into my heart, to give me
the light of the knowledge of thy glory: #1I
 befeech thee fhew me thy glory;* caufe it to
fhine upon my underftanding, while I try to
difplay 1t to thy people, that they may behold,
adore, and love. -

‘As to you, my Brethren, I folicit your moft
folemn and reverential attention, while I would
lead you imto'the knowledge of the Lorp your
Maker. © One would think a kind of filial cu-
riofity would infpire you with eager defires to
be acquainted with your divine Parent and O-
riginal. You would not be willing to worfhip
you know not what, or, with the Atbenians,
adore an Unénown Gop. Do you not long to
know the greateft and beft of Beings, the

limmerings of whofe glory fhine upon you
- from Heaven and Earth? Would you not
know him in whofe prefence you hope to dwell,
and be happy forever and ever? Come then,
" be all awe and attention, while I proclaim to -
you his Name and Perfections, * The Lorn,
*# the Lorp Gobp, merciful and gracious, long-
# fuffering, and abundant in goodnefs and
. : . * truth;
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* truth; keeping mercy for thoufands, for-
% giving iniquity, tranfgreflion, and fin.*

We may be fure Gop has affumed to him-
felf fuch names as are beft adapted to defcribé
his nature, as far as mor'tal language can reach.
And every thing belonging to him is fo dear
and important that his very Name deferves a
particular confideration. This is not to make
empty criticifms upon an arbitrary, unmeaning
found, but to derive ufeful knowledge from a
‘word of the greateft emphalis and ﬁgmﬁcancy.

The firft name, in the order of the text, and
in its own dignity, is, * Tur Lorp, or ]EHO-

-~ vamn;” a name here twice repeated, to fhew

its importance, « Tue Lorp, Tue Lorp, or -
“ Jenovam, JEHOVAH This is a name pe-
culiar to Gop, and incommunicable to the
moft exalted creature. ~The Apoftle tells us,
¥ There are Gods many, and Lords many )
magiftrates in particular are fo called, bccaufe
‘their authority is fome fhadow of the divine -

~.authority. But the name Jenovan, which is

rendered Lorp in my text, and in all thofe
places in the Bible where it is written in Cap1-
TALS, I fay, this name JEnovAH is appropriated
to the fupreme Being, and never applied to
any other. He claims it to himfelf as his pe-
culiar glory. Thus in Pfa/m 1xxxiil. ver. 18.

# Thou, whofe name alone is JEHOVAH, art
# the moft High over all the earth:* .And in
Ifaiab xlii. ver. 8. *1am the Lorp," or (as it

(g) 1 Cor. viii. 6. .
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is in the original) M7 Jexovaw; -that is my
name, my proper incommunicable name, * and
# my glory will I not give to another;* that is,
I will not allow another to fhare with me in
the glory of wearing this name. Thus alfo in
Amos iv. ver. 13. * Lo, he that formeth the
“ mountains, and createth the wind, that de-
# clareth to man what is in his thoughts, &c.
# the Lorp [M);] the Gop of Hofts is his
* name,” his diftinguifthing, appropriated
name. There muft therefore be fomething
peculiarly facred and fignificant in this name,
fince it is thus incommunicably appropriated to
the only one Gob. ‘
The Fews had fuch a prodigious veneration
for this name as amounted to a fuperftitious
excefs, They call it That Name, by way of
diftinction, The great Name, the glorious Name,
the appropriated Name, the unutterable Name, the
expounded Name*, becaufe they never pronounced
it, except in one inftance, which I fhall men-
tion prefently, but always expounded it by
fome other : thus when the name JEHOVAH oC-
curred in the Old Teftament they always read
(it W] Adonai, or [N Elshim, the ufual
and lefs facred-names, which we tranflate Lorp
Gop. It was never pronounced by the Fews in
- reading, prayer, or the moft folemn act of
worthip, much lefs in common converfation,
except
. * They alfo diftinguifhed it by the name of the four letters that

compofed it, 9 jodb, 7V ke, Y wau, iV be, and hence the Greeks
called it weegyenpparor, the four-lettered Name, See BUXTORF.

-

I
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except once a year, on the great day of Atone-
ment, and then only by the High Prieft in the
fan€tuary, in pronouncing the benediction, but
at all other times, places, and occafions, and to
all other perfons, the pronunciation was deemed
unlawful. The benedition was that which
you read in Numbers vi. verfes 24,25,26. where
the name Jeuovawm is thrice repeated in the
Hebrew, * Jenovau blefs thee, and keep thee:
# Jenovau make his face to thine upon thee,
# and be gracious to thee: Jewovan lift up
¢ the light of his countenance upon thee, and
= give thee peace.” When this venerable name

-~

~was pronounced upon this occafion, we are

told by the Jewifh rabbies, < that all the vaft
¢ congregation then prefent bowed the knee,
¢« and fell down in the humbleft proftration,
¢ cryingout, Blefled be his glorious Name for-
¢ ever and ever.” They fuppofed this name had
a miraculous virtue in it, and that by it Mofs
and others wrought fuch wonders: nay, fo great
was their fuperftition, that they thought it a
kind of charm, or magical word, and that he
that had it about him, ‘and knew its true pro-
nunciation and virtue, could perform the moft
furprifing things, and even fhake Heaven and
Earth*. Q2. I

* This name feems not to have been unknown among other
nations. Hence probably is derived the name Jov 1 s, Jore, the
Latin name for the fupreme Goo. And it is probably in allufion
to this that Farro {ays, * Deun Fudaorum effe FOVE M.” The

* Maors alfo call God Jvu B AW, and the Mabometans H o v, which

in their language fignifies the fame with Jewovan, namely, Hs
avbe is.  See Univerfal Hijlory, Yol, 111, p. 357. note T,



228 ‘The Name of Gop'  Serm.17.
1do not mention thefe things with approba-
tion, but only to fhew that there is fomething
peculiarly fignificant, important, and facred in
this name, from whence the Yews took occafion
for fuch extravagant notions: and this will ap-
pear from its etymology. You know it is not
my ufual method to carry a great quantity of
learned difquifition with me into the pulpit, or
to fpend your time in trifling, pedantic criti-
cifms upon words, which may indced have a
fhew of literature, and amufe thofe who ad-
mire what they do not underftand, but can.
anfwer no valuable end in a popular audience.
However at prefent I muft take the liberty of
-fhewing you the original meaning of the Name.
Jenovan, that I may thoroughly explain my.
text, and that you may know the import of a

Name that will occur {o often to you in reading
your Bibles ; for, as I told you, wherever you.
meet with the word Lorp in large letters, 1t is°

always Jenovan in the original.

The Name Jenovan is derived from the He~.
brew verb M3V fo be * ; and therefore the mean-
ing of the word Jenovaw is, The ExisTEnT,

the Being, or HE THAT 1s. ‘Thus it feems

explained in Exodus iii. ver. 14. 1 AM THAT
. * 1 am+,” or, “I AM BEcaUsE ] AM:” that
is, 1 exift, and have Being, in and of myfelf,
' without

*® Ab )1 vel potios {7 fuit, funt enim ift= literz, & ()
¢jus naturz, ut facilé una in alteram commutetur. ByTHNER,

NI R M, £

v
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without dependence upon any caufe;-and my
Exiftence or Being 1s always the fame, un-

changeable and eternal. St fobn well explains

this Name by the * Who is, who was, and who
* is to come,” or, as the paffage might be ren-
dered, < The prefent Being, the paft Being,

<¢ and the future Being;” or, The Being THAT
15, the Being THAT was, and the Being THAT

wiLL BE+; thatis, the perpetual, the eternal,
and unchangeable Being. I fhall only ob-
ferve farther, that JEnovawu is not a relative,

. but an abfolute Name: there is no pronoun or
‘relative word that is ever joined withit: wecan
-fay, My Lord, our Lord, our God, &¢. but the

‘Hebrews never fay or write, My Jehovah; our Je-
hovah, &c. fo that this name reprefents him
as he is in himfelf, without any relation to his
creatures, as he would have. been, if they had

never exifted. He would f{till have been THE
‘Being, the abfolute, independent ExisTeNT,
‘in which view he has nothing to do with his

creatures, and can {uftain no relation to them.

From this Name, thus explained, we learn
the following glorious, incommunicable per-
feCtions of Gop; that he is felf-exiftent and

“independent ; that his Being is neceflary ; that
he is eternal; and that he is unchangeable:

While I am about to enter upon thefe fub-
jects, I feem to ftand upon the brink of an un- -
bounded, fathomlefs ocean, and tremble to

Q_3 ' launch

170 6, 1 & W, x5 Sipxaund. Rev.i. 4o
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launch intoit; but, under the condu& of fcrip-
ture and humblc reafon let us make the adven-
ture, for it is an happlnefs’to be loft and fwal-
lowed up in fuch an ocean of perfection.

I. The name Jenovan implies, that Gop is
Jelf-exifient and independent. I do not mean by
this that he produccd himfelf, for that would -
be a divect contradi¢tion, and fuppofe him to
xift, and not to exift at the wme time: but I
rmean that the realon and ground of his exift-
ence i 111 his own nature, and does not at all
depend upon any thing befides. Being is eflen-
tial to him. He contains an infinite fulnefs of
Being in him{elf, and no other Being has con-
tributed in the leaft towards his exiftence; and
hence with great propriety he affumes that
ftrange Name, I am. He is Being throughout,
perfectly and univerfally vital, and the reafon
~of this 1s intirely within his own nature.

How glorioufly is he diftinguithed in this
refcht trom all other Beings, even the moft
illuftrious and powerful ? . Time was, when'
they were nothing. Angels and Arch- angels,
Men and Beafts, Sun, Moon and Stars; in

fhort, the whole univerfe befides were once no-
thing, had no being at all: and what was the
 reafon that they ever came into being ? Certainly
it was not 1n them : when. they were nothing
there was no reafon at all in them why they
fhould ever be fomething, for innot-being there
| . ST an
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can be no reafon or ground for being. The
meer pleafure of Gop, the Fiat of this felf-
exifting Jenovan is the only reafon, and fole
caufe of their exiftence. If it had not been
for him they would have continued nothing as
they were: their being therefore is entirely
precarious, dependent, and wholly proceeds
from a caufe without themfelves. But JeEno-
vAH glories in an unborrowed, underived, in-

dependent being. Whatever he is it ishisown ;

he owes it only to himfelf. What a glorious
Being is this! how infinitely different from and

fuperior to the whole fyftem of creatures! Are’

you not already conftrained to bow the knee
before Him, and wonder, adore, and love?
But,

II. Hence it follows that his exiftence is ne-
ceffary ; that is, it is impoffible for him not
t0 be.  His Being does not depend upon any
thing without him, nor does it depend upon
his own arbitrary will, but it is effential to his
nature. That he fhould not be is as great an
impoffibility as that two and two fhould not

make four. It is impoffible that any thing -
fhould be more clofely connefted with any

thing than Being is with his eflence, and it 1s
impoffible any thing fhould be more oppofite

to any thing than he is to non-exiftence. Since

he received his Being from nothing without

“himfelf, and fince the reafon of his exiftence is -

QU4 nat
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not derived from any other, it follows, that un-
lefs he exifts by the neceffity of his own nature,
he muft exift without any neceflity, that is,
without any reafon at all, which is the fame as’
to fay that nothing is the caufle or ground of
his exiftence, and what imagination can be
more ablurd? His Beipg therefore muft exift
by an abfolute, independent neceflity.
~ What a glorious Being is this! how infinitely
diftant from nothing, or a pofiibility of not-
being! What an unbounded fund of exiftence,
what an immenfe ocean of Being is here! Alas!
what are we, what 1s the whole univerfe be=
fides in this comparifon ? They # are nothing,
# lefs than nothing, and vanity.** Our being
is not only derived but arbitrary, depending
entirely upon the meer pleafure of Jenovaw,
There was no neceffity from our nature that
we fhould Je at all, and now there is no necef<
fity that we fhould continue to e. If we exift
it 1s not owing tous. * He made us, and not
# we ourfelves;* and if we fhall continue to
be forever it is not owing to a fund of being
within ourfelves, but to the fame Gop who firft
formed us, It is but lately fince we fprung
from nothing, and how near are we ftill to the
confines of nothing! We hang over the dread-
ful gulph of Annihilation by a.flender thread
of Being fuftained by the felf-originated Jemo-
~ vAH. Remove him, take away his agency,
and univerfal nature finks into nothing at once.
’ : ° Take




Sermv.17.  proclamed by bimfelfs . 233
Take away thé reot, and the Branches wither..
- DPry up:the fountain, and the fireams ceafe.
If any of .you are fuch fopls as to. with in your
Hearts there were no Gop, you imprecate an-
nihilation. upen the whole univerfe; you wifh
total deftriction to ycurfelf and. every. thing
elfe ;. you: wifh the extinétion of all Being. All
depend upon Gobp, the uncaufed caufe, the
only rieceffary Béing. ~Suffer me here to make
a digreffion. * Is this th¢ Gop whom the daring
fons of men fo much forget, dithonour, and
difobey ? Are they {0 entirely dependent upon
him; .and yet carelefs how they behave towards
him, carelefs whether they love and pleafe
him? Do they owe their Being and their All
entirely to him? And are they wholly in his
hand? What then do they mean by withhold-
ing their thoughts and affeCtions from him,
breaking his Laws, and neglecting his Gofpel ?-
Can you find a name for fuch ‘a conduct?
Would it not be entirely incredible did we not
fee it with our eyes all around us? Sinners,
what mean you by this condut? Let the in-
fant rend the womb that conceived it, or tear
the breafts that cherifhit; go, poifon or deftroy
the bread that fhould -feed you; dry up the
ftreams that fhould allay your thirft ; ftop the
breath that keeps you in life; do thefe things,
- or do any thirig, but O! do not forget, difobey
and provoke the very father of your Being,
to whom you owe it that you are net as much.
. - ' nothing
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nothing now as you were ten thoufand years
ago, and on whom you depend, not only for
this and that mercy, but for your very Being,
every moment of your exiftence, in time and
eternity. He can do very well without you,
but O what are you without him! a ftream-
without a fountain, a branch without a root,
an effe@ without a caufe, a meer blank, a no-
thing. He indeed is felf-fufficient and felf-ex-
itent. Itis nothing to him, as to his exiftence,
whether creation exifts or not. Let men and
angels, and every creature fink to nothing, from
whence they came, his Being is ftill fecure: he
enjoys an unprecarious Being of his own, ne-
ceffarily, unchangeably, and eternally exiftent.
Men and angels bow the knee, fall proftrate
and adore before this Being of Beings. How
mean are you in his prefence ! what. poor, ar-
bitrary, dependent, perifhing creatures! what
thadows of exiftence! what meer nothings!
And is it not fit you fhould humbly acknow-
ledge it? Can there be any thing more unna-
tural, any thing more foolifh, any thing more
audacroufly wicked, than to neglect or contemn
fuch a Being, the Being of Beings, the Being
that includes all Being ? I can hardly bear up
under the horror of the thought.

_ HIL. The name Jenovan implies that Gop is
cternal; that is, he always was, is, and ever
- will be. - # From everlafting to everlafting he

. ' , ' ol
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# is Gop (r).* Thisis his grand peculiar, «he
“ oNLY hath immortality (s),* in a full and
abfolute fenfe. Men and angels indeed are
immortal, but it is but a kind of half-eternity
they enjoy. They once were nothing, and
continued 1n that ftate through an eternal du-
ration. But as JeHovaun never will have an
end, fo he never had a beginning. This fol-
lows from his neceflary felf-exiftence. If the
reafon of his exiftence be in himfelf, then un-
lefs he always exifted he never could exift, for
nothing without himfelf could caufe him to
exift. And if he exifts by abfolute neceflity he
mutft always exift, for abfolute neceflity is al-
ways the fame, without any relation to time or -

‘place. Therefore he always was, and ever will

be. :
And what a wonderful Being is this! a Being
unbegun, and that can never have an end! a
Being pofiefled of a compleat, entire eternity.
Here, my brethren, let your thoughts take
wing, and fly backward and forward, and fee
if you can trace his exiftence. Fly back in
thought about fix thoufand years, and all na-
ture, as far as appears to us, was a meer blank,
no heaven nor earth, no men nor angels. But
ftill the great Eternal lived, lived alone, felf-
fufficient and felf-happy. Fly forward in
thought as far as the conflagration, and you
will fee # the heavens diffolving, and the earth
. # and

(r) Pfalm xc. 2. {(s) z Tim. vi, 16,



236 Tke Name of Gop.  Serm.17.

* and the things that- are therein burnt up :#
but ftill JeHovan lives unchangeable and ab-
folutely independent. Exert all the powers of
number, add centuries to ¢enturies, thoufands
to thoufands, millions to millions, fly back,
back, back, as far as thought can poffibly carry
you, ftill JEnovan exifts; nay, you are even
then as far from the firft moment of his exift-
ence as you are now, or ever can be. Take
the fame profpect before you, and you will find
the King eternal and immortal ftill the fame :
he is then no nearer an end than at the crea-
tion, or millions of ages before it.

What a glorious Being is this! Here again,
let men and angels, and all the oifspring of
time bow the knee and adore. Let them lofe
tlicdiclvés in this ocean, and fpend their eter-
'ty in extanc admiration and love of this eter-
nal ;eRovAH. N l .

0! what a glorious portion is he to his peo-
p'< ' Vour earthly enjoyments may pafs away
like a fthadow : your friends die, yourfelves muft
die, and Heaven and Earth may vanifh like a
dream, but your Gop lives! he lives forever,
to give you an happinefs equal to your immor-
tal duration. -‘Therefore * blefled, bleffed is the
 people, whofe Gop is the Lorp !*

But O! let finners, let wicked men and de-
vils tremble before him, for how dreadful an
enemy is an eternal Goo ! He lives forever to
punifh you. He lives forever to hate your fin,
to refent your rebellion, and to difplay his juf-
‘ o ' o ‘tice,
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tice, and while he lives you muft be miferauvic.
What a difmal fituation are you 1n, when the
eternal exiftence of Jenovan 1s an inexhauftible
fund of terror to you! O how have you mverted
the order of things, when you have made it
your intereft thatthe Fountain of Being fhould
ceafe to be, and that with him yourfelves and alt
other creatures fhould vantfh into nothing!
What a malignant thing 1s-fin, that makes ex-
iftence a curfe, and univerfal annthilation a
blefling! What a ftrange region is Hell, where
Being, fo fweet in itfelf and the capacity of alk
enjoyments, is become the moft ‘intolerable
burden, and every wifh is an imprecation of
univerfal annihilation! Sinners, you have now
time to confider thefe miferies and ‘avoid them,
and will you be fo fenfelefs and fool-hardy as
to rufh headlong into them? O! if you were
but fenfible what will be the confequences of
your condutt ‘in a few years, you would not
need perfuafions to reform it: but O the fatal
blindnefs and ftupidity of mortals- who will not
be convinced of thefe things: till:the conviction:
be too'late |’ : : N

1V. The Name Jenovau implies that Gop:
is unchangeable, or -always the fame. If he
exifts neceffarily he muft always neceffarily be

- ‘what he is, and cannot be -any thing. elfe. He is:

deperndent upon none, -and -therefore - he can be
{ubjelt to no change from another; and he is in-
finitely perfeét, and therefore cannot defire tp

' change
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change himfelf. So that he muft be always the
fame thro’ all duration,from eternityto eternity ;
the fame not only as to his Being but as to his
Perfeitions; the ({mc in Power, Wifdom, Good-
‘nefs, Justice, and Happinefs. Thus he repre-
fents himfelf in his word, as * the Father of
*# lights, with whom there is no variablenefs,
¢ nor fhadow of turning (¢) ;* * the fame yef-
* terday, to-day and forever ().”

What a diftinguithing Perfection is this!
and indeed it is in JeHovau only that im-
mutability can be a perfeftion. The moft ex-
cellent creature is capable of progreflive im-
provements, ‘and feems intended for it; and to
fix fuch a creature at firft in an immutablé ftate
-would be to limit and reftrain it from higher
degrees of perfection, and keep it always in a
ftate of infancy. But JEmovaw is abfolutely,
* compleatly, and infinitely perfect, at the highef(t
fummit of all poffible excellency, infinitely be-
{ond any addition to his perfettion, and abfo-
utely incapable of improvement ; and confe-
quently as there is no room for fo there is no
need of a change in him, and his immutability
is a perpetual, invariable continuance in the
higheft poflibledegree of excellency, and therefore
the higheft perfetion. He is the caufe antthc
fpectator ofp an endlefs variety of changes in

the univerfe without the leaft change in him-

felf. He fees worlds fpringing into Being, ex_iﬁ-

ing

(#) Jamesi, 17: («) Heb. xiii. 8,

-
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ing awhile,and thendiffolving. Hefees kingdoms
and empires forming, rifing and rufhing head-
long to ruin. He changes the times and the
fealons ; “ removeth kings, and he fetteth u
* kings (x) ;* and he fees the ficklenefs and vi-
ciffitudes of mortals; he fees generations upon
generations vanifhing like fucceflive thadows ;
he fees them now wife, now foolifh; now in
purfuit of one thing, now of another; now
happy, now miferable, and in a thoufand dif-
ferent forms. He fees the revolutions in na-
ture, the fuccc{ﬁ(’)_ﬂi of the feafons, and of
night and day. efe and a thoufand other
alterations he beholds, and they are all produced
or permitted by his all-ruling Providence ; but
all thef¢'make no change in him. His Being,

-his Peffections, his Counfels, and his Happi-

nefs are invariably, and eternally the fame. He
is not wife, good, juft, or happy only at times,
but he is equally, fteadily, and immutably fo
through the whole of his infinite duration. O
how unlike thie fleeting offspring of Time, and
efpecially the changing race of Man!

Since Jenovau is thus conftant and un-
changeable, how worthy is he to be chofen as
our beft friend! You that love him need fear
no ?ange in him. They are not {mall matters
that®will turn his heart from you. His love is
fixed with judgment, and he will never fee rea-
fon to reverfe it. - It is not a tranfient fit of

| fondnefs,
{») Dan. ii. z1.
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fondnefs, but it is deliberate, calm, and fteady.
You may fafely truft your All in his hands, for
'he cannot deceive you ; and whatever or who-
ever fail you, he will not. *You live in a/fickle;
-uncertain world ; your beft friends may prove
streacherous or .cool towards you; -all your
-earthly comforts may wither and die around
-you; yea, Heaven and Earth may pafs away ;
‘but your Gob is ftill the fame. Hehasaflured
‘you of it with his awn mouth, and pointed
_out to-you the happy confequence of it, “I am
-# the Lorp JEnovAH, fays he, -1 change not ;
*# therefore ye fons of Facob are not con-
- fumed (y).# '

What ‘a compleat happinefs is this JEnovan
-to thofe who have chofen him for their por-
‘tion! If an infinite Gop i1s now fufficient to
Aatisfy your utmoft defires, he will be fo-to all

-eternity. He is an ocean of communicative -

‘happinefs that never ebbs . or flows, and there-
fore compleatly blefled will you ever be who
-have an intereft in him. '

But O! how miferable are they who are the

enemies of this JEvovan ! Sinners, he.is un-
changeable, and can never lay afide his refent-
“ments againft fin, or abate in his love of virtue
-and holinefs. He will never recede from his

-purpofe to punifh impenitent rebels, nor lofe

- his power to accomplifh it. His hatred of all

‘ioral evil is not a tranfient paffion,.but a fixed,

‘invariable, deep-rooted hatred. Therefore, if

‘ , ' . _ever
(y) Mal, iii, 6;
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ever you be happy there muft be a change
in you.. As you are fo oppofite to him
there muft be an alteration in the one or the
other: you fee it cannot be in him, and there-
fore it muft be in you, and this you ought to
labour for above all other things. Let us then
have grace, “ whereby we may ferve Gop ac-
* ceptably with reverence and godly fear, for
# our Gop is a confuming fire (2) “to his im-
penitent and implacable enemies *. ‘

(z) Heb. xii. 28,29.

* Our author has evidently not finithed his fubje&, and I do
not find it profecuted in any of the Difcourfes that are come to
my hands; but yet I determined to publifh the Sermon, not only
for its own, if I miftake not, fubftantial worth, but the rather as
the Sermon that next follows in order may be confidered as a
profecution, if not a completion of the great and glorious fubje&
he has undertaken, particalarly of his profefled defign in this
Sermon, ¢ of explaining the feveral perfeitions here afcribed to
G o, and fhewing that they all concur_to conflitute his goed-
nefs.” The Ep1TOR.

~
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SERMONXVIII

GOD 1s Lovc.'
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1 JOHN 1v, 8.
Gop s Love.

KOVE is a gentle, pleafing theme; the

% nobleft paffion .of the human breaft,
ﬁé and the faireft ornament of the ra-
tional nature. Love is the cement of
focnety, and the fource of focial ha [}:)pmcfs, and
without it the great community of the rational
univerfe would diffolve, and men and angels
would turn favages, and roam apart in barba-
rous folitude. Love is the fpring of every
pleafure, for who could take pleafure in the
pofleflion of what he does mot love? Love is
the foundation of Religion and Morahty, for
what is more monftrous than religion without
love to that Gop who is the objeét of it? Or
who can perform focial duties without feeling
the endearments of thofe relations to which
they belong ? Love is the foftener and polither
 of human minds, and transforms. Barbarians
. mto Men. Its. plcafures.arc refined and deli-
R 2 cate,
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cate, and even its pain.s and anxieties have
fomething in them foothing and pleafing. In

aword, Love is 4he brightet beam of Divis

nity that has ever irradiated the creation; the
neareft refemblance to the ever-blefled Gop ;
for ® Gop is Love# - -+ .-

# Gop is love.* There is an unfathomable
depth in this concife lconic fentence, which
even the penetration of an Angel’s mind can-
not reach ; an ineffable excellence, which even
celeftial cloguence cannot fully reprefent.  Gon
# is love ;* not.only lovely and loving, but
love itfelf; pure, unmixt love; nothing but
love ;- love 1n-his nature and in his operations ;
the objett, fource,.and quinteflence of all love.

My priefent defign is to recommend the Deity

to your affections under the amiable idea of -

Love, and for that end to thew that his other
- perfetions are. but. various modifications  of
love, . - L :

I. Love comprehends the warious forms of
divine Beneficence. . Goodnefs, that extends its
bountiés .to . innumerable ranks of creatures,
and diffufes happinefs through the various re-
gions of the univerfe, except that which is fet
apart for the dreadful, but falutary.and bene-
volent purpofe of confining and punifhing in-
corrigible malefactors; Grace, which fo richly
thowers its bleflings upon the undeferving withe
- out paft merit or the profpect of future com-
‘penfation ; Mercy, that commiferates anili re~

. SR eves
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lieves the miferable as well as the undeferving 3

Patience and Long-fuffering, which fo long to«

lerate infolent and proveking offenders ; what 1is

all .this beneficence in all -thefe’ its different

forms towards different objets, what but Love

under various names? It is gracious, merciful,

patient and long-fuffering Love! Love variegated,
overflowing, and unbounded! What but love

was the Creator- of fuch a world as this; 16

well accommodated, fo richly furnifhed for the

fuftenance and comfort. of /its  inhabitdsts ?
And what but Love has planted it.fo thick

with an endlefs variety -of -Beings, all capable

of receiving fome ftream- of happinefs from

that. immenfe fountain of it, the divine good~
nefs ? Is it not love that preferves fuch an huige

.unwieldy world as this in order and harmony
from age to age, and {upplies all its numerous
inhabitants with every good? And O! wasit

not love; free rich unmerited love, that pro-

~vided a Saviour for the guilty children of men?
It was becaufe * Gop loved the world, that he
# gave his only begotten Son, that whofoever
* believeth in him fhould not perifh, but have

= everlafting life (2) ?* O Love! what haft thou

~done! what wonders- haft thou wrought! It
- was thou,.almighty Love, that broughteftdown
the Lorp of glory from his eeleftial throne to

~ die upon a crofs an atoning facrifice for the fins
“of the world.  And what but love “is.1t ;that
_peoples the heavenly world with colonies tranf-
“Reg. o 7 .e-planted

(a) John iii, 16.



- 246 Gob is Love. Serm.18.
planted from this rebellious province of Jeno-
vaH’s dominions ; that forms fuch miracles of
glory and happinefs out of the duft and the
fhattered polluted fragments of human nature?
And what but eternal love perpetuates their
blifs through an eternal duration? But it is fo
¢vident that thefe inftances of divine goodnefs
are.only the effetts of love that it is needlefs
¢o attempt any farther illuftration. - '

- H. What is divine Wispom but a modifica-
tion of divine Low ? divine love planning the
beft adapted fchemes for communicating itfelf
in the moft advantageous, beneficent, and ho-
-nourable manner, fo as to promote the good
“of the great whole or colletive fyftem of crea-
tures by the happinefs of individuals; or to
rénder the punifhment and mifery of indivi-
-duals, which for important reafons of ftate
‘may be fometimes neceffary in a good govern-
thetit, fubfervient to the fame benevolent end.
“‘Whatever traces -of divine wifdom we fee in
- ‘ereation’s as the order and harmony of the great
Ayftem of nature, its rich and various furni-
‘ture, and.the confpiracy of all its parts to pro-
“duce the good of each other and of the whole:
‘whatever divine wifdom appears in’conducting
-the great fcheme of -Providence through the va-
‘rious ages of' time ; or in the more aftonifthing
-and -godlike. work of Redemption : in a word,
whatever difplays of divine wifdom -appear in
“any part of the univegfe,- they are only the fig-
. - natures
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natures of ‘divine love. Why was yoqdi fun

fixed where he is, and inriched with fuch ex-

tenfive vital influences, buf becaufe divine"Tové
faw it was beft and moft conducive to the good
of -the fyftem ? Why were our bodies fo won<
derfully and fearfully made, and all their parts
{o well fitted for action and. enjoyment, but
becaufe divine love drew the plan, and ftamped
its own amiable image upon thém? Why wag
the manifold wifdom of Gop difplayed, not
only to mortals, but alfe ¢ angelic. principalities
gnd powers(c), in the fcheme of redemption,
which advances at onge thé honouts of the di-
wvine perfections and goverpment, and the hap-
pinefs of rebellious and ruined creatures, by an
expedient which nothing but .ipfinite ‘wifdon

could ever devife, the Inecarnation, the Obe-
dience, and Paffion of the co-equal Son of

- «Gop? Why,. I fay, but becaufe divine love

would otherwife be under reftraint, 'and inca-
pable of giving full fcope to its kind propen-

fians in a manner honoyrable to itfelf and gon-
Alucive to the public gogd ? In thort, divine wif-
.dom appears to be nothing elfe but the fagaciyz

of love to difcover ways and means to exerci

.lelf to the greateft advantage; or, which js
-the fame, divine wifdom always alts upder the
-benign determination and condu& of Jove? it

;is the Counfellor of love 1o proje& fchemés
fubfervient to its gracious purpofes.; and ‘in"all
‘s counfels love prefides..” = = ¢

R4 I What
© () Ephes. iii. 10, T

[ o P
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. III. What is divie Power but the omnipo-
tence of Love? Why' did omnipotence exert
jtfelf in the production of this vaft amazing
world out of nothing? It was to open a chan-
nel in ‘which the ‘overflowing ocean of love
- might extend itfelf, and diffufe its ftreams from
- creatyre to. creature, upwards as high as the
moft exalted arch-angel, and downwards as
low as'the meaneft vital particle of being, and
extenfive as the remoteft limits of the univerfe,
and all the innumerable intermediate ranks of
‘exiftences in the endlefs chain of ‘nature. And
‘why does divine Power ftill fupport this prodi-
gious frame, but to keep the channel of love
open from age to age? and for this purpofe it
-will be exerted to all eternity. PerhapsI thould
- -affift your ideas of divine Power, if T thould
«call it the afting Hand, the Inftrument, the
‘Servant of Love to perform ‘its orders, -and

_execute its gracious defigns.

1V.-What is the Hor1nEess of Gop but Love ?

ure, refined, and honourable Love? What 15
.1t but the Love of Excellence, Reétitude, and
~moral Goodnefs? Holinefs, in its own nature,
thas a téndency to promote the hdppinefs of the
-univerfe : it is the health, the good conftitu-
.tion of a reafonable Being; without which it
‘his no capacity of relifhing -thofe enjoyments
“which are'fuitable to its nature. It is no arbi-
. trary mandate of Heaven that has eftablithed
" the infeparable conneétion between holinefs and
) ~ happinefs,
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happinefs, between vice and mifery: the con-
nection is as neceffary, as immutable, and as
much founded in the nature of things, as that
between health of body and a capacity of ani-
mal enjoyments, or’ between ficknefs and a dif-
relith for the moft agreeable food. Evcry crea~
ture in the univerfe, -as far as he.is holy is’
happy 5 and as far as he is unholy. he is mi-
ferable, - Therefore: by how much the more
holy ]EmoYAm is, by fo much the more fit he
is to communicate happmefs to all that enjoy
him ; .and confequently he is an infinite hap-
pmefs, for he is infinitely holy. His taking fo
much care-to- promote helinefs is but taking
care of the publicgood. ~The ftri&t exactions
of his law, which centains every ingredient of
the moft. perfect holinefs, and” admits. of no
difpenfation; are but_ ftri@ injun&ions to his .
fubjecs to purfue that courfe which infallibly
eads them to the moft confummate happinefs;

and every abatement in his demands of obe- " -
dience would be a licence to them to dedu& fo
much from their happinefs, and render them-
{elves fo far miferable with his confent. That
mitigation of the rigor of his law, which fome
imagine he has made.to bring it down to a level
with the abilities of degenerate creatures, dif-
abled by their voluntary wickednefs, would no
‘more contribute to their felicity than the allow-
ing a fick man to gratify. his vitiated tafte by
mixing a little deadly poifon in his food would

-_gontrxbute to the recovery of his health or the
prefervation
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prefervation of his life. The penal fanctions
of the-divine law are but friendly ‘warnings
againft danger and mifery, and honeft admo-
nitions of the deftruive confequences of fin, -
according to the unchangeable nature of thingss
they are threatenings which difcover no ma-
lighity or ill-nature, as finners are apt to ima-
gne, but the infinite benevolence of the heart
of Gop: threatenings, which are not primarily
and unconditionally intended to be executed,
but to prevent all occafion for their being exe-
cuted, by preventing. fin, the natural fource,
as well as the meritorious caufe of every mi-
fery : threatenings, which are not. executed,
but as the only expedient left in a defperate
cafe, when all other means have been ufed in
vain, and no other method can fecure the pub-
- lic good, or render a worthlefs criminal, *a
= veflel of wrath fitted for deftruction;” and fit
for nothing elfe, of no other fervice to the great
community of rational Beings. Thefe:are fome
‘of the ingredients and difplays of the. ‘holinefs
of Gop: and what are thefe but fo many-ex-
ertions of pure love and benevolence ? It is be-
caufe he loves his creatures fo muchthat he re-
‘quires them to be fo holy'; and that very thing,
againft which there are’fo:many cavils and ob-
jeCtions, as too fevere and -oppreflive,  and a
Trigid reftramt from the purfuit of pleafure, s
the higheft inftance of the love of -Gop for

‘them, and his regard for their happinefs. .
Let me therefore .commence advocateror
oD
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Gop with my fellow-men, though it ftrikes me
with horror to think there fhould be any occa=
fion forit. Ye children of the moft tendet
Father, ye fubjects of the moft gracious and
righteous Sovereign, ye beneficiaries of -divine
Love, why do you harbour hard thoughts of
him? Is'it becaufe his laws are fo finct and
tolerate you in no guilty pleafure? This ap-
pointment is the kind reftraint ‘of Jove : the
love of fo good a Being will not allow him to
difpenfe ‘with your obfervance of any thin

that may contribute to your improvement an

advantage, nor indulge you in any thing that
1s in its own nature deadly and deftructive, no
more than a father will fuffer a favourite child
to play with a viper, or a good government
permit a madman to Tun at‘iarge. armed with
weapons to deftroy himfelf and others. Do
you think-hard of Gop becaufe he hates al
moral-evil to fuch a degree that he has annexed
to it everlafting mifery of the moft exquifite
kind? But what is this but an expreffion of
his infinite hatred to every thing that is hartful
to his creatures, and his infinite regard to
whatever tends to their benefit? Or has he been
too rigid in exacting holinefs as a neceffary pre-
Tequifite to the happmefs.of Heaven? You may
as well complain of the conftitution of nature,
that renders abftinence from poifon neceflary
to the prefervation of health, .or that does not

‘allow you to quench your thirft in afever with

cold water. Liet' me remind you' once more
- . that
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that holinefs is effential to the happinefs of
Heaven, and that without it you labour under
a moral incapacity of enjoyment; and a moral
incapacity will as inevitably deprive you of the
leafures of enjoyment as if it were natural,
‘While unholy you can no more be happy even
in the region of happinefs than a ftone can en-
joy the pleafures of animal life, or a mere ani-
mal . thofe of reafon. “ But why,” you will
perhaps murmur and objeét, ¢ why has Gop
 formed fuch an heaven.as cannot be uni-
«¢ verfally enjoyed? Why has he not provided
 an happinefs for every tafte?” . You may as
well atk why he has not created a light that
would be equally agreeable to every eye ; to the
.1mole and the owl, as well as to man and the
eagle ! Or why has he not formed light with -
-all the properties of darknefs? that is, why he
has not performed contradictions ? ‘'You may as
well query why he has not given us equal ca-
pacities of enjoyment in ficknefs and in health,
-and furnifhed us with equal pleafures in both ?
Need I tell you that in the nature of things the
low and impure pleafures which would fuit the
depraved tafte.of the wicked would be naufeous
and painful to pure minds refined and fanctified;
and they cannot mingle, they cannot approach
each other without being deftroyed. The ele-
ment of water may as well be converted intoa
fit refidence for the inhabitants of dry land,
and yet retain all its properties that are fuitable
to its prefent natives ;. or the folid earth become
;! I a
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a fit receptacle for fithes, and yet both it and
the fithes retain their ufual qualities : in fhort,
Men, Beafts, Birds, Fifhes, Infets, Angels,
Devils, the Inhabitants of every zone and cli-
mate, of every planet, or any other region of
the univerfe, may as well form one fociety in
one and the fame place, and mingle their re-
fpective food and pleafures, as an heaven of
happinefs be prepared that would fuit every
tafte. Gob has prepared the only kind of hea-
ven that is in its own nature pofiible ; the only -
one that would be an expreflion of love, or
afford real and extenfive happinefs to fuch of
* his creatures as are capable of it. The heaven
of finners would be a nufance to all other Be-
ings in the univerfe; a private good to male-:
factors, at the expence of the public; an open’
reward of wickednefs, and a public difcoun-:
tenancing of all moral goodnefs. This would-
be the cafe upon the fuppofition that the heaven'
of finners were poffible. But the fuppofition
is infinitely abfurd; it is as impoffible as the.
pleafures of ficknefs, the fenfibility of a ftone,
or the meridian fplendors of midnight.
Therefore acknowledge, admire, and love
- the beauty of the LorD, his HoLiness. * Give
- # thanks, fays the Pfalmift, at the remembrance
# of his bolinefs (c) ;* of his bolinefs, as well as
of his goodnefs and love; for it is the brighteft
modification of his love and goodnefs. An
unholy Being, in the charatter of fupreme
: ' : - magiftrate

() Plalm xcvii, 12,
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magiftrate of the univerfe, cannet be all love,
or communicate nothing but what is pleafing -

- to all; nay, as far as he is.unholy he muft
have a malignant difpofition towards the pub-
lic happinefs, and be eflentially deficient in
benevolence. . o

V. What is the JusTIcE, even the PuNITIVE

fufiice of Gop, but a modification of love and
goodnefs ? . . o

As there is no divine perfetion which ap-
pears fo terrible to offenders as this, which
therefore they toil and fweat to difprove or ex-
plain away, I fhall dwell the longer upon it.
And T hope to convince you that juftice is not
that grim, ftern, tremendous attribute which
is delineated by the guilty partial imagination
of finners,” who have made it their intereft that
there {hould be no fuch attribute in Deity, but
that it is infinitely.amiable and lovely, as well
as awful and majeftic; nay, that itislove and
benevolence itfelf. S :

_ By the panstive juftsce of Gop I mean that per--

fection af his nature which executes the fentence
of his law upon offenders, or infli¢ts upon them
the punifhment he had threatened to difobe~
dience, exactly according to his own denuncia-~
tion. The prefent world, which is a ftate of
trial and difcipline, and not of final rewards
and punifhments, is not the proper theatre of
vindictive Juftice, but of a :promifcuous Pro-

vidence : # All things come alike to all, and no -

C % man
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# man can know the love or hatred” of the
Ruler of the world towards him, * by all that
# is before him (4).* Yet fometimes, even in
this life, juftice arrefts the guilty, and difplays
its illuftrious tetrors upon them, efpecially upon
guilty nations that have no exiftence in a na-
tional capacity in the eternal world, and there-
fore can be punifhed in that capacity in this
only. It was vindi@ive juftice that deluged
the old world in a flood of vengeance; that
kindled the flames of Sadom and Gomorrab; and
that cut off the nations of Canaan when they
* had filled up the meafure of their iniquities.”
It is juftice that arms kingdoms from age to
age, and makes them the executioners of divine
wrath upon one another, while they are gra-~
tifying their own ambition, avarice, or revenge.
The devaftations of earthquakes, inundations,
plagues, epidemical ficknefles, famines, and
the various calamities in which mankind have
been involved, are fo many difplays of divine
- juftice; and their being brought on the world
according to the courfe of nature, and by
means of fecondary caufes, will by no means
prove that they are: not fo, but only that the
very make and conftitution of this world are
_{o planned and formed by divine wifdom as to
admit of the execution of juftice at proper
periods, and that all its parts are the inftru-
mentsof juftice to accomplith its defigns. But
thefe and all the other. judgments of Heaven

e e upon

(4) Eccles. ix. 1,2.
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upon our world are only preludes and fpeci-
mens of the rhoft perfet adminiftration of it

in a future ftate, There the penalty of the
lIaw will be executed upon impenitent offenders:

with the utmoft impartiality. = And Revelation
affures us that the punifhment will be endlefs
m duration, and ofptz]is exquifite a kind and
high degree as the fitmoft capacity of the fub-
je€ts will admit ; and confequently that it.will
not, lke fatherly chaftifements, have any ten-
dency to their reformation or advantage, but
to their entire and everlafting deftruction. Now
it is this difplay of punitive juftice that appears
fo terrible and cruel to the guilty children of
men ; and therefore this is what I fhall princi-
pally endeavour to vindicate, and to clothe
with all the gentle and amiable glories of Love
and public Benevolence. T
For this end I beg you would confider, that
whatever has a tendency to prevent fin tends to
prevent mifery alfo, and to promote the hap-
pinefs of the world and of all the individuals
n it ; that good laws are abfolutely neceflary
for the prevention of fin ; that penal fanétions
are effential to good laws ;- and that the execu-
tion of the penal fanétions upon offenders is
abfolutely neceffary to their efficacy and good
tendency ; and confequently the execution of

them is a difplay of Love and Benevolence,
Confider alfo, that many are excited to feek
everlafting happinefs, and deterred from the
ways that lead down to deftruction by mean?
o o
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of the threatening of the Law ; that even thofe

~on whom they are finally executed were once
" in a capacity of receiving immortal advantage

from them, but defeated their good influence
and tendency by their own wilful obftinacy ;
and that the righteous execution of thefe
threatenings upon the incorrigible may pro-
mote the common good of the univerfe.

Confider farther, that criminals are incom-
petent judges of vindi&tive juftice becaufe they
are Parties, and therefore we fhould not form
an eftimate of it by their prejudices, but from
the judgment of the difinterefted and impartial
part of the creation. -

Finally confider, that proceedings fimilar to
thofe of the divime government are not only
approved of as juft in all human governments,
but alfo loved and admired as amiable and
praife-worthy, and effential to the goodnefs
and benevolence of a Ruler.

Let us briefly illuftrate thefe feveral claffes of
propofitions. -

I. « Whatever has a tendency to prevent fin
<t tends to prevent mifery alfo, and to promote
«¢ the happinefs of the univerfe and of all the
*¢ individuals in it: good laws are abfolutely
« neceffary for the prevention of fin: penal
<« fan@ions are effential to good laws: and the
¢ feafonable execution of thofe fanttions is
¢ abfolutely neceflary to their efficacy and good

¢ tendency ; and confequently the. execution

" Vou. I - of
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- of them is a difplay of Love and Benevo-
“ lence.” o .
- ¢« Whatever has a tendency to prevent fin
¢ tends to prevent mifery alfo,” and that for
this reafon, Becaufe fin is neceffarily produtive:
of mifery and deftructive of happinefs. Can
a rational creature be happy that is difaffeCted
to the fupreme good, the only fource of that
kind of happinefswhich is adapted to a rational
nature? This is as impoffible as that you thould
enjoy animal pleafures while you difguft all
animal enjoyments. Can a focial creature be
happy. in eternal folitude, or in a ftate of fo-
ciety, while ill-affe¢ted towards the other mem-
bers of fociety, or while they are ill-affeted
towards him, and he to them, ¢ hateful, and
¥ hating one another?* Can a creature
formed capable of felicity fuperiar to what any
created good can communicate be happy in the
eager purfuit of bubbles; thatis, of its higheft
happinefs in inferior enjoyments? All thofe dif-
fitions of heart, and the prattices refulting
rom them, in which fz confifts, enmity to
Gop, uneafy murmurings and infurrections
againft his Perfections, and the government of
tus Law and Providence; a churlith, malig-
nant, envious temper towards mankind; an
anxious, exceflive eagernefs of defire after vain,
unfatisfaCtory enjoyments-; a difrelith- for the
exalted plc:al'ux'esc)fy Holinefs and Benevolence ;
‘what are thefe and the like - difpofitions but fo
*.many ingredients ‘of mifery, and:fo many a-
. ’ . . - batements
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batements of happinefs? And confequently all
meafures that are taken for the prevention of
fin are fo many benevolent expedients for the
prevention of mifery and the increafe of hap- .

pinefs. , L
I add, ¢ Good laws are abfolutely ‘neceﬂ'a?

¢ for the prevention of fin.” Indeed thofe

difpofitions and actions which are finful and
forbidden by the divine law would be of a
deadly nature to the foul even if they were not
forbidden, as a ftab to the heart would prove
mortal to the body, though there were no laws
againft it, and for that very reafon laws have
been made againft it. ‘Therefore the laws of
Gob do not properly conftitute the deftruétive
nature of fin, but only point out and warn us
againft what is deftructive in its own nature
previous to all explicit law. - And is it not ab-
folutely neceffary, and an at of the higheft
benevolence, that the fupreme Lawgiver thould

~ warn us agdinft this pernicious evil, and plainly

inform us what it is? This is the defign of his
laws both natural and revealed. And without
them, what fure inftruétor, what unerring
guide, or what ftrong inducements to a proper
condué could we have in this moft important
cafe ? Is‘it not neceffary, is it not kind, that
the fupreme Legiflator fhould interpofe his au- -
thority, and lay us under the ftrongeft obliga-
tions to avoid our own ruin? And if good
laws are neceflary fo are penal fanétions; for, -
¢ Penal fan¢tions are effential to good laws.”
2 S2 Laws
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Laws without penalties would be only the ad- -

vices'of .an equal or an inferior, and not the
obligatory commands of authority. They
might be obferved or not, according to plea-
fure, and confequently would anfwer no va-
luable purpofe. They would alfo be infinitely
abfurd in their own nature; for if what the
law enjoins be reafonable, neceffary, and of
good tendency, is it not neceflary and fit that
they who do not obferve it fhould feel the bad
effects of their omiffion? And what is this but
a penalty ? But on a point fo plain I need not
multiply words. I appeal to the common fenfe
of mankind, I appeal to the univerfal practice
of all governments. Have there ever been, or
can there poffibly be any laws without penal

fanttions? Would not fuch laws be expoled to
~ perpetual infult and contempt, and be deftitute

of all force and energy? The common fenfe’

~ and univerfal practice of all the world in all
ages remonftrate againft fuoch an abfurdity.
But if penal fanctions are effential to good
laws, then fo is their execution ; for,

«¢ The feafonable execution of penal fanc-
“ ‘tions is abfolutely neceffary to their efficacy-
¢ and good tendency.” Penalties denounced
can have no efficacy upon the fubjetts of the
law; thatis, they cannot excite fear, and by
that means deter them from difobedience, un-
lefs they aredelieved, and their execution expedfed.

But they would foon ceafe to be believed, and

their execution would no longer be expetted,

P
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if in feveral inftances they thould be-difpenfed
with, and a fucceflion of finners fhould pafs
with impunity.  Other finners, judging of fu-
ture events by paft falts, would expect the
fame indulgence, and therefore venture upon
difobedience without any reftraint from the
Penalty of the Law. Here again I fhall bring
the matter to a quick decifion by appealing to
the common reafon and univerfal praice of
- mankind. Would human laws have any force

if the penalty was hung up as an empty terror
and never executed } Would not fuch laws be
liable to perpetual violation and infult, and be-
- come the fport of daring offenders? Would riot

the efcapes of former offenders encourage all -
future generations to give themfelves a loofe, in
hopes of the fame exemption? Is it not necef-
~ fary in all governments that public juftice
fhould make examples of fome to warn and
deter others ? Have not all nations, efpecially
the more civilized, made fuch examples? And
haye not all the impartial world commended
their proceedings, as neceffary to the fafety and
happines of fociety, and expreflive of their
regard to the public good? =~ o
~ View all thefe things together, and methinks
I may bid defiance to common fenfe to draw
any other conclufion than that the jufticé of
Gob in executing the penalties of his law upon
impenitent offenders is the height -of goodnefs
and love. - If love requires that all proper ex-
,;:edi’ents be ufed for the prevention of fini; if
s S3 - good
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ood laws are neceffary for this end ; if penal-
jes are effential to good laws ; and if the fea-
fonable execution o% penalties be abfolutely ne-
ceflary to give them their benevolent force and
- good tendency, does it not unavoidably follow
that love itfelf requires both the enatting of
penal fantions to the law of Gop, and the
execution of them upon proper fubjects? With-
out this wholfome feverity the divine laws
would be lefs fecure from contempt, and the
divine government would be lefs faveurable to
the peace and happinefs of the fubjects than
the laws and governments .of mortals in all
civilized nations. _ .

" "¢ But why does the penalty rife fo high
t«. Why is the execution lengthened out through
t ¢verlafting ages? Why might not a gentler
« punithment fuffice?” This is the grand -ob-
jection, and in fuch language as this the en-
mity of the rebellious heart againft the juftice
of Gop -generally exprefles itfelf. . But if the
original defign and natural tendency of the
threatened penalty be to prevent fin, then by
how much feverer the penalty by fo much the
more effetual tendency has it to anfwer this
kind defign? No-punifhments can rife higher
than thofe which a righteous Gop has annexed
to difobedience, the . natural fource of every
mifery ; and what is this but to fay that no
methods more effeétual can be taken to prevent
it than what he has atually taken? We may
therefore infer the ardor of the love of fGm_)
- . Jrom

o -
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from the terror of his threatenings. ‘He has
-denounced the greateft mifery againft fin, in
order to reftrain his creatures from running
into that very mifery, and threatens the lofs of
Heaven, in order to prevent his creatures from
lofing it.

I muft alfo here repeat the common argu-
ment, which appears to me as valid as com-
mon ; * that as the effence of fin confifts in
¢« the breach of an obligation, the evil of fin
“ muft be exactly proportioned to the ftrength
¢« of the obligation;” that as we are undoubt-
edly under infinite obligations to a Gop of in-
finite excellency, our Maker, Ruler, and Bene~
fa@or, the evil of fin, which violates thofe
obligations, muft be infinite alfo; and that no
punithment fhort of what is infinite can be
adequate to the demerit of an infinite evil;
and confequently finners ought to fuffer a finite
punifhment through an infinite duration, be«
caufe that is the only way in which they are
able to bear an infinite punifhment.- But on
this common topic a few hints may fuffice.

I proceed to the next fet of propofitions.

1. ¢ That many are excited to the purfuit
s of everlafting happinefs, and deterred from
¢ the ways of deftrution by means of threat-
¢ enings of the divine law; that even thofe
«¢ unhappy creatures on whom they are finally
« executed were once in 3 capacity of receivs
¢ ing immortal advantage from them, but de-

S 4 < feated
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« feated their good influence and tendency by
¢t their own wilful obftinacy, and that the
“ righteous execution of thefe threatenings
¢ upon the incorrigible may promote the com-
“ mon good of the univerfe.” .

¢« Many are excited to the purfuit of ever-.
¢ lafting happinefs, and deterred from the
“ways - of deftrution by means of the
« threatenings of the divineLaw.” I appeal to
experience and obfervation, whether the terrors
of the Lorp are not the very firft thing that
gives a check to finners in their headlong career
to ruin? Itis # thelaw that worketh wrath (¢);*
that is, an alarming apprehenfion of the wrath
of Gop againtt fin, and conftrains them to ufe
- the inftituted means of deliverance. Thus even
the terrors of the Law are made fubfervient to
divine Love, in “ turning finners from the er-
# ror of their way, and faving fouls from
# death.® And could we confult the glorious
affembly of * the fpirits of juft men made per-
# fet,” they would all own that if their hea-
venly Father had not threatened them fo feverely
they would always have continued undutiful,
and confequently rendered themfelves miferable;
and that they were faved from Hell . by being
honeftly warned of the danger of falling into
it. It 1s true there are multitudes who.do not-
receive this advantage by the penal fantions of
the divine Law, but are made miferable forever

by the execution of them ; yet it may be added,
o ’ :  That

(¢) Rom.iv.15.
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< That even thofe unhappy creatures on.
. ¢ whom they are executed were once in a ca-
¢ pacity of receiving infinite advantage from
« them, but defeated their good influence and
“ tendency by their own wilful obftinacy.”.
The threatenings of the divine Law had the.
fame.good tendency in their own nature with
refpect to them, to deter them from: difobe-
- dience and urge their purfuit of happinefs, as
with refpect to others, and thefe were fome of
the means Gob appointed for their falvation.
But they hardened themfelves againft them,
and thus defeated their good tendency, and
obftinately ruined themfelves in defiance of
warning. They foreed a paffage into the in-:
fernal pit through the ftrongeft inclofures. But -
if they had not been thus warned they not only.
would not have been faved in the event, but,
they would not have enjoyed the means of fal-,
‘vation.  Now their enjoying thefe means was’
in itfelf an inexpreffible blefling, though in the
iffue it only aggravates their mifery, and-confe-
quently the ena&ing - thofe penalties to the di--
vine Law was really an a& of kindnefs even to-
~ them, and their abufe of the blefling does not
alter its nature. The primary and direft end’
of a penalty is not the punifhment of the fub-
jeCts, but to reftrain: them from things inju-.
_rious to themfelves and others, and urge them.
~ to purfue their own intereft. But when this-
good end is not anfwered by reafon of their
wilful folly and difobedience, then, and n‘%tl:
. ' ' till
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1ifl then, the execution is neceffary for the good
of others*; which leads me to add,

“ That the righteous execution of the
‘¢ threatened penalty upon the incorrigible may
«¢ promote the common good of the univerfe.”
This world of ours is a public theatre, fur-
rounded with numerous fpectators who are
interefted in its affairs. Angels in particular
are witneffes of the proceedings of Providence
towards mankind, and thence learn the per-
fections of Gop, and the maxims of his govern-
ment. Hell is alfo a region dreadfully confpi-
cuous to them, and there no doubt the offended-
Judge intends * to fhew his wrath, and make
# his power known* to them as well as to
mankind. Now they are held in obedience by
rational motives, and not by any mechanical
compulfion, - And among other motives of a
gentler kind no doubt this is ene of no fmall

- : : weight,

~® Penalties eperate, like final caufes, by a kind of retrofpeive
isfuence ; that is, whiltt they are only threatned, and the fubje®
cxpedts they will be executed, fhould he turn difobedient, they.
have a powerful tendency to deter him from. difobedience. But
they could not have this benevolent tendency, unlefs they be exe-
- cuted npon thofe, on whom their primary and chief defign is not
obtained ; namely, the refiraining of them from fin. Itis enough
that the offenders themfelves once Kad an oppoftunity of taking
warning, and Teaping the advantage of the threatned pemalty,
while they were in a flate of trial, agd candidates for eternity.
Bnt it is abfprd that they fhould receive any-benefit from it, when,
after fufficient trial, it appears they will take no warning, but are
refalyed to perfift in fin, in defiance of ‘the moft wemeéndous pe-
nakies. : '
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weight, namely, their obferving the deftru&ive’
oconfequences of fin upon Men and Angels, and
the terrible difpleafure of Gop againft it. It
is not at all inconfiftent with their dignity and
purity to fuppofe them {wayed by this motive'
1n a proper connection with others of a more
difinterefted and .generous nature. Therefore
the confirmation of the elet Angels in holinefs
and their everlafting happinefs is no doubt not
a little fecured and promoted by the execution
of righteous punithment upon fome notoripus
hardened malefadtors, both of their own order
and of the human race.
The fame thing may be faid of # the fpirits of
* juft men made perfect ;" they are happily in-
capable of finning, and condequently of be-
coming miferable ; but their incapacity arifes
from the clear conviction of their underftand--
ing, which has the condutt of their will ; and,
-while fin appears to them fo deadly and de-
ftructive an evil, it is impofiible, according to
the make of a rational nature, that they fhould
choofe it. But the confequences of fin upon
the wretched creatures on whom the penalty
denounced againft it is -executed is no doubt'
one thing that affords them this convittion ;
and fo it contributes to their perfeverance in
obedience and happinefs, Thus the joys of
Heaven are fecured by the pains of Hell, and
even the moft noxious criminals, the enemies
of Gop and his creatures, are not -ufelefs in
the univerfe,’ but anfwer the terrible but .belne-
: volent
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volent end of warning all other creatures a-
gainft difobedience, which would involve them
in the fame mifery, juft as the execution of a
few malefaGors in human governments is of
extenfive fervice to the reft of the fubjeéts,
But as the greater part of mankind perifh,
it may be queried, ¢ How is it confiftent with
« love and goodnefs that the majority fhould
« be punifhed, and made monuments of juftice,
¢ for the benefit of the fmaller number?” To
this I reply, that though it be equally evident
from fcripture and obfervation that the greater
part of mankind go down to deftruétion in
the fmooth, broad, defcending road of fin, in
the ordinary ages of the world; and though
Revelation affures us that the number of the
apoftate Angels is very great, yet I.think we
have no reafon to conclude that the greater
part of the rational creation fhall be miferable ;
nay, it is poffible the number: of thofe on
whom the penalty of the divine Law 1s infliCted
may bear no more proportion to that of the

innumerable ranks of creatures that may be

retained in obedience and happinefs by means
of their confpicuous and exemplary punifh-
ment, than the number of criminals executed

in our government for. the warning. of others

bears to the reft of the-fubjets.. If we con-

- fider that thofe who have been » redeemed from’

= the earth,” even in the ordinary. ages of the
world, though comparatively but few, yet ab-

folutely are a # multitude which-no man can:

* number

EXS 3
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“ number out of every kindred, and people,
# and language (f) ;* and that the ele€t Angels
are “ an jnnumerable company (g),* perhaps
much greater than the legions of Hell; if to
thefe we add the prodigious numbers that fhail
be converted in that long and blefled feafon
when Satan fha]l be bound, when the Prince
- of Peace fhall reign, and when “ the kingdom
# and dominion, and the greatnefs of the
# kingdom under the whole Heaven fhall be
# given to the people of the faints of the mofk
# high (),* in which not only the greater
number of the generations- that fhall live in
that glorious millennium fhall be faved, but
perhaps a greater number than all that perifhed
in former generations, which is very. poffible
if we confider the long continuance of that
time, and that the world will then be under
the peculiar blefling of Heaven, and confe-
quently-mankind will multiply fafter, and not
be diminifhed as they now are by the calamities:
of War, Plagues, epidemical Sicknefles, and -
the other judgments of Gop upon thofe times
of Rebellion; if we alfo borrow a little light
from the hypothefes of Philofophy, and fup-
pofe that the other planets of our fyftem are
. , peopled
(f) Rev.vii. g.

(g) Heb.xii.zz. I do not forgct that the original is uv;ia0
ayfenwr, “ Myriads of Angels.” But the word uvpiag is often, [
think generally ufed in the Greek claffics, not for any definite

number, byt for a gfeat and innumerable multitude. And fo itis
ufed here. | * : : T

(&) Dan. vii. 27.
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peopled like our earth with proper inhabitants,
and particularly with reafonable creatures, for
he that made thofe vaft bodies " made them
# not in vain, he made them to be inhabited ;%
if we farther fuppofe that each of the innu-
merable fixed ftars is'a fun, the center of ha-
bitable worlds, and that all thefe worlds, like
our own, fwarm with life, and particularly
with various clafles of reafonable Beings, which
is not at all unlikely if we argue from parity
of cafes, from things well known to things lefs
known, or from the immenfe overflowing
Goodnefs, Wifdom, and Power of the great
Creator, who can replenifh the infinite voids
of {pace with Being, Life, and Reafon, and
with equal eafe produce and fupport ten thou-

fand werlds as ten thoufand grains; if we fu
fe that his creative: perfeétions: will not lie
mactive forever, contented with one exertion
for fix days, but that he ftill employs and will
employ them forever in caufing new worlds re~
plenifhed with moral agents to ftart into exift-
ence here and there in the endlefs vacaneies of
fpace; and finally, if we fuppofe that the
,f{;mes of Hell willyblaze drcndgllly bright and
confpicuous in the wiew of all prefent and fu-
ture creations, or that the deftructive nature of
fin will be fome way or another made known
to- the rational inhabitants of all worlds by
the punithment infliCted upon a number of
Men and Angels, and that by this means they
are effeCtually deterred from gn, and preﬁ;_rved
_ rom
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from the mifery infeparable from it; I fay, if
we admit thefe fuppofitions, fome of which are
undoubtedly true, and the reft I think not im«
probable, then it will follow that the number
of holy and happy creatures in the univerfe
will be incomparably greater than that of mi-
ferable criminals; and that the punifhment of
the latter is one principal mean of preferving this
infinite number in obedience' and happinefs ;
and confequently is highly conducive to the
public happinefs, and expreflive of the love
and goodnefs of the univerfal Ruler to the im-
menfe community of his fubjets. And thus
Gob s love even in the moft terrible difplays of
his vinditive juftice. : : ,

- To illuftrate this fubject confider farther, - - .

IIL ¢ That criminals are incompetent judges
of vindi@ive juftice.” They are parties, and
it 18 their intereft there thould be no fuch attri-
bute as juftice in the Deity. It is natural for
them to flatter themfelves that their crimes are
fmall ; that their Judge will fuffer them to
efcape with impunity, or with a gentle punifh-
ment ; and that if he fhould do otherwife he:
would be unmerciful, unjuft, and cruel. The

‘ _ excefs of felf-love fuggefts to them a thoufand

excufes: and -extenuations of their guilt, and
flatters them with a thoufand favourable pres
fumptions. An impenitent criminal is always

~ an ungenerous, mean-fpirited, . felfifh creature,

and has nothing of that noble difinterefted felf-
‘ , . : . ¢denial
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denial and impartiality which would generoufly.
condemn himfelf, and approve of that fentence
by which he dies.. A httle acquaintance with
the condu@ of mankind will foon make us
fenfible of their partiality and wrong judg-
ments in matters where felf is concerned; and
particularly how unfit they are to form an efti-
mate of juftice whenthemfelves are to ftand as
criminals at its bar. Now this is the cafe of
all mankind in the affair now under confidera-
tion. They are criminals at the bar of divine
juflice ; they are the parties to be tried ; they
are under tze dominion of a felfith fpirit; it
is natural to them to palliate their own crimes,
and to form flattering expeltations from the

clemency of their judge. And are they fit

perfons to prefcribe to their: judge how he
fhould deal with them, or what meafure of
punithment he ought to inflit upon them ?
Sinners! dare you ufurp this high province ?
Dare you ,

¢¢ Snatch from his hand the balance and the rod,
-¢¢ Rejudge his Juftice, be the god of Gon ” *

Rather ftand at the bar, ye Criminals! that
is your place. Do not dare to afcend the
throne; that is the place of your Judge. Stand
filent, and await his righteous fentence, which
is always juft, always beft: or, if creatures
“muft judge of the juftice of their fovereign, I

. : , - appeal
* ® Pore’s Efay on Man,

~
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appeal to the-faints; I appeal to angels, thofe:
competent, difinterefted judges; I appeal to
gvery upright, imﬁartial Being in the univerfe.
They approve, they celebrate, they admire,
and love all the difplays of punitive Juftice as
neceflary to the public good ; and their judg-
ment may be depended on: it is not mifled by
ignorance nor. perverted by felf-intereft.. To
whom would you appeal as judges of the pro-
ceedings of Courts of Juftice among men? To
Malefattors in a dungeon, who have made
juftice their enemy, and who are therefore an
enemy to it? No; but you would appeal to
bedient fubjects, who are not obnoxious to
juftice themfelves but enjoy prote@ion under
its guardianfhip, and are fepfible of its beauty
~and public utiity ? They all approve it with
~one voice, and would look upon a fupreme
magiftrate without it as a very contemptible
- and odious charalter, and eflentially deficient
in goodnefs. Hence it follows, that even the
punitive juftice of Gop not only 4s in reality,
but to all impartial judges appears to be a moft
amiable, engaging, and beneficent perfection
majeftic indeed, but not forbidding; awful,
but not fullen and hateful ; terrible, but only
‘to criminals ; and deftrutive only to what de-
ftroys the public good. Ihave fo far anticipated
myfelf that I need hardly add,

. IV. « That procecciings fimilar to thofe of
“ the divine government arc not only approved
~ Voo Il T - “ of
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¢ of as juft in all humfan govérnaients, but.
« alfo loved and admired as amiable and praife-
« worthy, and éffential to the Goodnefs and
« Benevolence of a Ruler.” : .
Does the fupreme Lawgiver annex fevere pe-
nalties to his laws which render the difobedient.
miferable foréver? So do human governments
with the unanimous ap‘ﬁrobation of their fub-
jets ;- they infli€t punifhments that affeét life;
and cut off the oﬂinder from civil fociety for-
éver ; and this i the only kind of everlafling
punithment that can be endured or executed
by mortals. Does JEnovAaH maintain good or-
der in his immenfe empire, 'prote& his fubjefts,
and deter them from offending, by making ex-
amples of the guilty? And does he fecure and
advance the good of the whole by the. confpi-
cuous punifhment of obnoxious- individuals?
“This. is done every day for the fame ends in
- human governmerits, and that with univerfal
approbation. Does he infli¢t punifhments that
are not at all intended for the reformation and
advantage of the guilty fufferer, but only for
the admonition and benefit of others? This is
always the cafe in human govérnments when.
the punifhment feaches to the life, for then tix
offender himfelf is -put- out of all capacity of
reformation or perforal advantage by it, but,
he fuffers entirely for the good of ofhers.- Even .
criminals muft be made ufeful to fociety ; and

this s the only ufe they are fit: to anfwer. .

Would. it be inexpedient -and greatly inj uri(;u’s K
o ] o

-
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for a magiftrate in his public charaéter to for-
give crimes and {uffer criminals to efcape, tho’
to do fo in a private charaéter might be a vir-
tae? Juft fo Gop, who is the fupreme Magifirate
of the univerfe, and not at all to be conﬁdercd
in this cafe as a privase perfon alting only ina
private charater, the great Gop I fay is obliged
by his regard for his own honour and the be-
nefit of his fubjeéts to inflit proper punifh-
ments and diftribute his pardoning mercy to
individuals confiftently with the general good
of the whole. What would be Revenge 1 a
private Pcrfon, which is the ruling paffion of
devils, 1s Juftice, Honour, and Benevolence it-
felf in the fupreme Ruler of the world; anda
failure in this would render him not only lefs’
glotious and majeftic, butdefs amiable, lefs be-
-neficent to his creatures. -
I know hardly any thing of fo much impor-
tance to give us juft fentiments of the proceed-
ings of Gop with his creatures as that we thould
conceive of ‘him as a moral Ruler or the fu-
preme Magiftrate of the world. And it is ow-
_1ng to their nat confidering him in this charac-
ter that finner§indulge fuch miftaken dangerous
prefumptions concerning him, They choofe to
conceive of- him under fome fond and tender
.name, as a Being of infinite grace, the indul-
gent Father of his creatures, &c. All this is
true; but it is equally true that he is their mo<
ral Ruler as well as théir Father. His crea-
tures are his fubjects 'alf well as his cbildren ; ar;]d
T 2 c
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he muft a& the wife and righteous Magiftrate
as well as the tender Father towards them. His

-goodnefs is that of a Ruler, and not of a pri-

‘vate perfon ; and his pardoning of fin and re-
ceiving offenders into favour are not private
‘kindnefles but alts of government, and therefore
they muft be conducted with the utmoft wif-
dom; for a wrong ftep in his infinite adminif-
tration, which affe€ts fuch innumerable mul-
-titudes of fubjelts, ‘would be an- 1nfinite ev1l
and might admit.of no reparation. -

Though I have thus enlarged upon this fub-
ject; yet I am far from exhaulting my materials.

»But thefe things I hope are fufficient to con-
vince your underftandings that divine juftice is
not that unkind, cruel, and favage thing fin-
mers are wont to imagine it, but-that Gop is
juft, becaufe * Gop is Love;* and that he
-punifhés not becaufe he is the enemy but be-
caufe he is the friend of his creatures, and be-
.caufe.he loves the whole teo: well to let parti-
cular oﬁ'enders do mxfchxef W}th 1mpumty *,

. . o |

* It may perhaps be objeé‘ted “ That to reprefent 7uﬁm un-
‘¢ der the notion of Love, is to affet ﬁngulamy in language, to
. deftroy the diftin&ion of the divine atmbutcs, and the effentidl
s¢ differenceof things.”—To which I anfwer, 1. That'a Carachre-
fis may.be beaugiful and:emphatical, d:ouglut be always 2 feéms
ing impropriety in language.. Such is this rpprcfppt;twq, « Dis
vine Juftice divine Love.,”. 2. .I.do not deny that Goo's execut-
ing rxghtcons punifhment upon the gmlty may, be called Fiifice ;
but then it is his love to the public that excites him to do this ;
and ‘therefore hig doing it may be properlydcnommatcd Lobe, a$
o - well
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I fhall only add, that this is the view Jeno- -
vaH has given of himfelf in the cleareft mani- -
feftation of his perfetions that he ever made -
to mortals. He promifes his favourite Moyfes-
that he would * make all his goodnefs pafs be-
# fore him.* Obferve, it is hi8 goodnefs he in-
tends to exhibit, and the proclamation runs
thus, * The Larp, the Lorp Gop, merciful
# and gracious, long-fuffering, forgiving ini-
# quity, &c.* That thefe are alts or modifica- -
tions of geodnefs will be eafily granted. But ob-
ferve it 1s added even in this proclamation of
his goodnefs, * That he will by no means clear
# the guilty;” intimating that to be juft and
punifh fin 1s an a& of goodnefs as well as to
be merciful and to forgive it. v

And now when we have this copious fubject
in review does it not fuggeft to us fuch con-.
‘clufions as thefe ? .

I. May we not conclude that the cafe of
impenitent finners is defperate indeed when it
is not exceflive rigor, not a malignity of tem-
per, not tyranny, or a favage delight in torture
that condemns them, but Goodnefs itfelf, Love
itfelf? Even the gentler perfections of the Deity,

. . T 3 - thole

well as Fuflice, or Love under the name of Juflice, which is Love
fiill. 3. I donot mean that the ufual names of things thould be
changed, but that we fhould affix fuitable ideas to them. We may
retain the name of Fuflice flill, bat let us not affix ideas ¢ it that
are inconfiftent with divine Love.. Let ns not look upon it as
. the attribute of a T'yrant, butof a wife and gqod Ruler,
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thofe from which they derive their prefump-

tuous hopes, are confpired againft them, and

unite their forces to render them miferable, in

order to. prevent greater mifery from fpreading

through the univerfe. Impenitent finners!.even

the unbounded Love of Gop to his creatures

is your enemy. Love under the name and form

of Fuflice, which is equally love ftll, demands

your execution; and to fuffer- you to efcape
would not only be an aét of injuftice but an

aét of malignity and hoftility againft the whole

fyftem of rational Beings. Therefore repent

and be holy, otherwife divine love will not fuf-

fer you to be happy. * Gob is love;* there-
fore will he confine you in the infernal prifon,

as a regaid to the public welfare in human go-

vernments {huts up criminals in a dungeon and

madmen in Bedlarm. -

II. May we not hence conclude that all the
alts of ‘the Deity may be refolved into the be-
nevolent principle of bve?” * Gop is love;*
therefore he made this vaft univerfe, and
planted it fo thick with variegated life. * Gop
# is love ;# therefore he fill rules the world he
has made, and inflicts chaftifements and judg-
ments upon it from every age. * Gop is Jove;”
therefore he fpared not his own fon, but made
Aim the vi&im of his juftice. * Gop is love ;*
therefore he requires perfet holinefs, perfe@’,
obedieace from all his fubjeés. * Gop i1s love ;*
therefore he has enaced fuch tremendous fanc-

tions
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tions to his law, and executes them in their full
extent upon offenders. * Gob is love ;* there-
fore he has made the prifon of Hell, and there
confines in chains of everlafting darknefs thofe
malevolent creatures that would be nufances to
fociety and public mifchiefs if fuffered to run
at large. In fhort, whatever he does, he does
- it becaufe he is Love. How amiable a view of
him is this! Therefore,

IIl. We may certainly conclude that if Gop
be Love, then all his creatures ought to love
him. Love him, O all ye inhabitants of Hea-
ven! But they need not my exhortation ; they

“know him, and therefore cannot but love him.
Love him, all ye inhabitants of the planetary
worlds! if fuch there be. Thefe-alfo I hope
need no exhortation, for we would willingly
perfuade ourfelves that other territories of his
immenfe empire have not rebelled againft him
as this earth has done. Love him, O ye chil-
dren of men! To you Icall; but O! I fear
I fhall call in vain. To love Him who is all
love is the moft hopelefs propofal one can make
to the world. But whatever others, do love the
Lorp, all ye his faints! You I know cannot
refift the motion. Surely your love even now
is all on fire. * Love the Lorp, O my foul !
AMEN. : _

T4 SERMON
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" The general Refurredtion, - .
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"JOHN V. 28,29. " "~ ..
The bour is coming in the which all that are in
the grave fball bear bis woice, and fball come
Jorth; they that bave dong Goody unto the Refur-
rection of Life ; and they that bave dome Evil,
to the Refurrection of Damnation.

XX RVER fince fin entered into the world
g & and death by fin this earth has been

% a vaft grave-yard, or burying place
sy for her children. In every age, and
in every country, that fentence has

been execnting, # Duft thou art, and unto duft
= thou fhalt return,® The earth has been
arched with graves, the laft lodgings of mor-
tals, and the bottom of the ocean paved with
the bones of men*, Human nature was at
firft confined to one pair, but how foon. and
how wide did it fpread! How inconceivably
numerous

# No fpot on_earth but has fupply'd a grave;
And human feulls the fpacions ocean pave.

Younc's Laf Day, Book IL.
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numerous are the fons of Adam? How many -

different nations on our globe contain many
mying of mep ¢ven in one generation And

how many generations have fucceeded one’

another in the long ryn of near fix thoufand

! Eet imagination call up this.vaft army ;
children that juft light upon our globe and then
wing their flight into an unknown world; the:
gray-headed that have had a long journey thro’
life; the blooming yoyth and the middle-aged,
Jet them pafs in review before us from all coun-

tries and from all ages; and how vaft and .

aftonithing the multitade ! “If the pofterity of
ane man, #brebam, by one fon wgs, according
to the divine promife, as the ftars of Heaven
or as the fandp by the fea~fhore, inmumerable,
what numbers can compute the myltjtudes that
bave fprupg from all the Patriarchs, ‘the fons of
Adam and Noab! But whadt is hecome of them
all? Alas! they aye turned into earth, their on-»
ginal element; they are all’ imprifoned in the
grave except the tf)t‘cft‘erit generation, and we
are dropping one after’ atother in 3 quick fuc-
ceflign-anto that place appointed for all hving.
Thera has not been perhaps 3 tpiment of time

for five' thoufand years but what fome one er

ether has funk inta the manfions of the dead;
and in fome fatal hours, by the fwword of war
or the devouring jaws of -earthquakes,  thou-
fands have been cut off and fwept away at
once, and left in one huge promifcuous car-
nage. 'Fhe greateft number of mankind be-

yond -

. e et . oam
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ond comparifon are fleeping under ground.
'yIThere lies%eauty mould::P ginto duﬁ,grotting '
into ftench and loathfomnefs, and feeding the
vileft worms. There lies the Head that once’
wore a crown as low and contemptible as the -
meaneft beggar. There lie the mighty Giants,
the Heroes, .and Conquerors, the Samfons, the
Ajax’s, the Alexanders, and the Czfars of the
world ; there they lie ftupid, fenfelefs, and in-.
aflive, and unable to drive off the worms that,
riot on their marrow, and make their houfes,
* in thofe fockets where the eyes fparkled with_
living . luftre. There lie the Wife and the
Learned, as rotten, as helplefs as the Fool..
There lie fame that we once converfed with,
fome that were our Friends, our Companions 3
and there he onr Fathers and Mothers, out.
Brothers and Sifters. - . '
< And fhall they lie there always? Shall thig.
body, this curious workmanthip of Heaven fo
wanderfully and fearfully made, always lie.in
ruins, and never be repaired ? Shall the wide-
extended valleys of dry bones never more live?.
This we know, that * it is not a thing impofible
with * Gonb to raife the dead.” He that could fir(t
form our bodies out of nothing, is certainly

able to form them anew, and repair the waftes,

of time and death. But what 1s his declared
“ao7ll in this cafe? On this the matter turns;
and this is fully revealed in my text. = The.
* hour is coming, when g/l that are in the
¥ grave;” all that are dead, without éxceptfi’?nli,
ot :‘ a
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= {hall bear the voice of the Son of Gop, and
s fball come forth.” ‘

" And for what end fhall they come forth? O!
for very different purpofes ; # fome to the re-
= furreCtion of /fe, and fome to the refurrec-
= tion of denmation.® ,

~ And what is the ground of this vaft diffinc-
tion? Or what is the difference in charaéter be-
tween thofe that fhall receive fo different a doom 2
It is this, * They that bave done good {hall rife
= to life, and they that bave done evil, to dam-
= pation.”. ‘It is this, and this only, that will
then be the rule of diftinion. - |

T would avoid all art in my method of hand-
ling this fubject, and intend only to illuftrate
the feveral parts of the text. * 4/ that are in
# the grave fhall hear bis wvoice, and fhall come
= forth; they that have done well, to the refur-
« rection of /ifz ; and they that have done evil,
“ to the refurretion of damnation.” -

“1. They that are in the grave fhall hear &is
apice.. The voice of the fon of Gop here pro-
bably means the found of the arch-angel’s
- trumpet, which is called bss vasce, becaufe found- .
ed by his orders and attended with. his all-
quickening power. . This all-awakening call to.
the tenants of the grave we frequently find fore- = -
told in feripture. I fhall refer you to two plain ;
paffages. ** Behold, fays St Paul, 1 thew you .

# a myftery,” an important and aftonifhing,
fecret, * we fhall.not all fleeps” that is, ‘nl:?n&,

n

Loe
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kind will not all be fleeping in death when that
day comes, ‘there will be a gereration then alive
upon earth ; and though -they cannot have a
proper refurreé'tion, yet-they thall pafs through
a change equivalent o it. * We fhall all be
# changed, fays he, in a moment, in the
# twinkling of an eye, ‘at the laft 77ump, (for
* the trumpet fball found,* it fhall give the alarmj
and no fooner is the awful clangor heard thari
all the living fhall be transformed into immor-
. tals) # and the dead fhall be raifed incorrupti-
# ble,* and we, “ who are then alive, fhall be
i cbanged {a) :* this is-all the difference, = they
# fhall be raifed, and we thall be changed This
awful prelude of the trumpet is alfo mentioned
in 1 Theff.iv. 15,16. * We which are alive, and
# remain ‘unto the coming of the.Lorp, fhall
“ not prevent them which are afleep ;*. that'is,
we fhall not be beforehand with them in'meet-
~ ing our defcending Lorp, ¢ for the Lorp hims
# {elf fhall defcend from Heaven with a fhout;
“« with the voice of the-archangel, and with
“ the trump of Gop;* that is, with :a godlike
trump, {uch as it becomés his majefty to found;
« and the dead in Curist: fhall rife firft ;= that
is, before the living fhall be. caught up in the
clouds to meet the Loro in the air ;- and -when
they are rifen, and the living transformed, they
thall afcend together to-the place of 1udgmentz
: My Brethren, realize the majefty and terrof
of thxs univerfal alarm.. When the dead are
‘ ﬁeepmg
(a) 1 Cor. xv. 51,52. P L
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fleeping in the filent grave ; when the living are
thoug‘l‘élefs and unapprehenfive of the grand
event, or intent on other purfuits; fome of
them afleep in the dead of night ; fome of them
diflolved in fenfual pleafures, eating and drink-
ing, marrying and giving in marriage ; fome
of them planning or executing fchemes for
riches or honours ; fome in the very act of fin
the generality ftupid and carelefs about the con-
cerns of eternity, and the dreadful day juft at
band; and a few here and there -converfing
with their Gop, and * looking for the glorious
# appearance of their Lorp and $aviouwr ;¥
- avhen the courfe of nature runs on uniform
pnd regular ‘as ufual, and infidel fooffers are
taking umbrage from thence to atk, * Where
“® 1% the promife of his coming? for fince the
« fathers fell aflcep, all things continue as they
= were from the beginning of the creation (4):*
in fhort, when there are no more vifible ap-
pearances of this approaching day, than of t
eftruction of Sadoms on that fine dlear morning
in whioh Lot fled away; or of the deluge,
when Noab entered into the ark : then, in that
hour of unapprehenfive fecurity, then fuddenly
fhall the heavens open over the aftonifhed
world ; then fhall the all-alarming clangor-
break over their heads like a clap of thunder in
a clear tki. Immediately the hiving turn their
gazing eyes upon the amazing phienomenon:
& few hear the long-expedted found witlt rap-
o : - ture,
" (8) 2 Peter iii. 4
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ture, and lift up their heads with j joys affured
that » the day of their redemption .is.come,*
while the thought}efs world are ftruck with the
wildeft: liotor: and confternation. In the fwums
inftant the found reaches all the manfions of the
dead, and in a moment, in the twinkling of
an eye,” th%; are raifed, - and the living are
changed. . This call will be as animating to alt
“the fons of men as that to a fingle perfon,
“ Lagdrus;: come forth O what a furprife
will this be to the thoughtles world! Shouid
this alarm burft over our heads this: moment
into what a terror would it ftiike many. in this
affembly.? : Such . will: bt the terror, fuch the
confternatiots, when it altually comes to pafs:
Sinners will be -the-{fame timorous, . felf-con:
demned craatures then- as they are now. .. And

“then they will not be able to ftop therr ears,
who are deaf to all the:gentler calls/of the gof:-
pel now. Then the trump of Gop will-conltehitt -
them to hear and fear, to whotn the minifters
of CHRIST now paewch in. vaun., Then uhey
mu{t n&’heax:, for, . - :

1L My text tells yoa, - Am. that are in the

L grave, :ai without exdeption, fhall -hear His -

“.voice.” - Now.the voice bf Mercy calls, Reas

"~ fon pleads, Confcience warns, but multitude

will not hear. But this is a voice which fhall; -

which muft reach every one of the millions of

mankind, -and not one-of -them will be able to

ﬁop his ears. Infams and.Giangs, Kings and
- - v Subjects,
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Subjedls, all ranks, all ages of mankind fhall
hear the call. The living {hall ftart and be
changed, and the dead rife at the found. The
duft that was once alive and formed a human
body, whether it flies in the air, floats n the
ocean, or vegetates on earth, fhall hear the
new-creating fiat. Wherever the fragments of
the human frame are fcattered, this all-pene-
trating call fhall reach, and fpeak them into
life. We may confider this voice as a fum-
mons not only to dead bodies to rife, but to the
fouls that once animated them to appear, and
be re-united to them, whether in Heaven or
Hell. To the Grave the call will be, * Arifes
% ye Dead, and come to Judgment 3* to Heaven,
= Ye Spirits of juft men made perfeét,” i de-
% f{cend ta:the world ‘whence you originally
¢ came, and affume your new-formed bodies;*
to Hell, * Come forth and appear, ye damned
« Ghofts, ye Prifoners of darknefs, and be
« again united to the bodies in which you once
« finned, that inthem you may now fuffer.” Thus
will this fummons fpread through every corner
of the univerfe ; and Heaven, Earth and Hell,
‘and all their inhabitants fhall hear and obey.
Devils, as well as the finners of our race, will
tremble at the found ; for now they know they
can plead no more as they once did, *Torment
# us not before the time;* for the time is come,
and they muft mingle with the prifoners at the
_ bar. - And now when all that are in the grav§f
* hear this all-quickening voice, - . .
. . -+ L #They

LI
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III. # They fhall come forth.” . Now mea
thinks I fee, I hear the earth heaving, charnel-
houtfes rattling, tombs burfting, graves opening.
Now the nations under ground begin to flirs
There is a noife and a fthaking among the dry
bones. The duft is all alive, and in moticn,
and the globe breaks and trembles, as with an
earthquake, while this vaft army is working its
way through and burfting into life. The ruins
- of human bodies are fcattered far and wide,
and have pafled through many and furprifing
transformations. A limb in one country, and
another in another; here the Head and there
the Trunk, and the ocean rolling between *.
Multitudes have funk in a watery grave, been
fwallowed up by the monfters of the deep, and
transformed into a part of their fleth. Multi-
tudes have becn eaten by beafts and ‘birds of
prey, and incorporated with them; and fome
have been devoured by their fellow-men in the
rage of a defperate hunger, or of unnatural
cannibal appetite, and digefted into a part of
them. Multitudes have mouldered into duft,
and this duft has been blown about by winds,
and wafthed away with water, or it has petri-
fied into ftone, or been burnt into brick to form -
dwellings for their pofterity ; or it has grown
up in grain, trees, plants, and other vegetables,
which are the fupport of man and beaft, and
_ Vou.lL U : are

" ® This was the fate of Pompey, who was flain on the' 4ficen
fhore. His Body was left there, and his Head casricd over the
Mediserranean 1o Julins Cafar.
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are transformed into their flefh and blood. But
through all thefe varioud transformations and
changes not one particle that was effential to
one human body has been loft, or incorporated
with another human body, fo as to become an
effential part of it. And as to thofe particles
that were not effential, they are not neceflary
to the identity of the body or of the perfon;
and therefore we need not fuppofe they will be
raifed again. The omnifcient Gop knows how
to collegt, diftinguifh, and compound all thofe
fcattered and mingled feeds of our mortal bo-
dies. And now, at the found of the trumpet,
they fhall all be collected, wherever they were
{cattered ; all properly forted and united, how-
ever they were confufed ; atom to its }ellow-
atom, bone to its fellow-bone. Now methinks
ou may fee the air darkened with fragments of
{odjes flying from country to country to meet
and join their proper parts:

e—~—— ¢ Scatter’d limbs, and all

. The various bones obfequious to the call
Self-mov’d advance ; the neck perhaps to meet
The diftant head, the diftant legs the feet,
Dreadful to view, fee thro’ the dufky fky
Fragments of bodies in confufion fly,
To diftant regions journeying, there to claim
Deferted members, and compleat the frame—
The fevered head and trunk fhall join once more,
Tho’ realms now rife between, and oceans roar.

The
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The trumpet’s found each vagrant mote fhall heary
Or fixt in earth, or if afloat in air

. Obey the fignal, wafted in the wind,
And not one fleeping atom lag behind”—
. All hear; and nowy in fairer profpe&t thewn,
Limb clings to limb, and bone rejoins its botie.—+
U 3 Theﬂ;
* 'Youxc's Laff Day, Book II. \
1- Thefe two laft lines are taken from a Poem which is a lives
1y Imitation of Dr Young, intitled, The Day of Fudgment, afcribs
«d to Mr Ogilvie, a promifing young gtnivs of Aberdeenin $cota
‘sand, not above nineteen years of age, as I was informed, whea
he compoled this Poem. The lines precedmg thofe quotcd are
as follow.
O'er boiling waves the fevered members fwim,
Each breese is loaded with a broken limb :
The living a: oms, with peculiar care,
Drawn from their cells, come flying thro’ the aif,
Where'er they lurk’d, thro® ages undecay'd,
Deep in the rock, or cloth'd fome fmiling mead s
Or in the lily’s fnowy bofom grew, v
Or ting'd the faphire with it¢ lovely blue 5
Or in fome purling fiream refrefh’d the plainss
Or form'd the mountain’s adamantine veins ;
Or gayly fporting in the breathiig fpring,
Pertum'd the whifp’ring Zepkyr s balmy wlng
All hear, &¢
The thought feems to be borrowed from Mr Add‘/c‘m s fine La.s
tin Poem on the Refurrection, in which are the following beautis
_ fil lines. o
Jam pulvis virias terr difperfa per oras,
- - Sive inter venas terteri concreta metalli,
Senfim diriguit, feu fefe immifcuit herbis,
- Explicita cft ; molem rurfus coalefcit in unart
Divifum Funus, {parfos prior alligat artus - -
JunQura, aptanturq; iterum Goeuntia mombra.
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Then, my Brethren, your duft and mine
fhall be re-animated and organized; * and

# though after our fkin worms deftroy thefe

* bodies, yet in our fleth {hall we fee Gop (c).*

And what a vaft improvement will the trail
nature of man then receive? Our bodies will
then be fubftantially the fame ; but how dif-
ferent in qualities, in ftrength, in agility, in
capacities for pleafure or pain, in beauty or
deformity, in glory or terror, according to the
moral charater of the perfons to whom they
belong ? Matter, we know, is capable of pro-
digious alterations and refinements ; and there
it will appear in the higheft perfection. The
bodies of the faints will be formed glorious,
incorruptible, without the feeds of ficknefs and

death. The glorified bedy of Carist, which.

. is undoubtedly carried to the higheft perfection
that matter is capable of, will be the pattern af-
ter which they fhall be formed. * He will
» change our vile body, fays St Paul, that it

# mag' be fafhioned like unto his glorious:

* body (d).* * Flefh and blood,* in their pre=
fent ftate of groflnefs and frailty, * cannot in-
# herit the kingdom of Gop; neither doth
“ corruption inherit incorruption. But this
# corruptible body muft put on incorruption;
~# and this mortal muft put on immortality (¢).®
And how vaft the change, how high the im-
provement from its prefent ftate1 * It was fown
. “in
{¢) Jeb xix, 16. () Phil. iii. 21,
(¢} 1 Cor. xv. 50,53, ’ '

]
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* in corruption, it fhall be raifed in incorrup-
# tion ; it was fown in difhonour, it fhall be’

. * raifed in glory; it was fown in weaknefs, it
» {hall be raifed in power ( f),* &¢. Then will

the body be able to bear up under the exceeding
reat and- cternal weight of glory: it will no
%onger be a clog or an incumbrance to the foul,
but a proper initrument and affiftant in all the
exalted fervices and enjoyments of the heavenly

ftate. ' :
The bodies of the wicked will alfo be im-
proved, but their improvements will all be ter-
rible and vindi¢tive. ‘Their capacities will be
enlarged, but it wiil be that they may be ca-~
pable of greater mifery. They will be itrength-
ened, but it will be that they may bear the
heavier load of torment. Their fenfations will
be more quick and ftrong, but it will be that
they may feel the more exquifite pain. They
will be raifed immortal, that they may nat be
confumed by everlafting fire, or efcape punifh-
ment by diffolution or annihilation. In fhort,
their augmented ftrength, their enlarged capa-
ciiies, and their immortality will be their eter-
nal carfe ; and they would wiliingly exchange
them_for the fleeting duration ‘of a fading
flower, or. the faint fenfations of an infant,
The only power they would rejoice in is that
of felf-annihilation. B
And now when the bodies are compleatly
formed and fit to be inhabited, the fouls that
once animated them, being collected from Hea-

U g ven
(/) Ver. 42,43, N
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ven and Hell, re-enter and take pofleflion of
their old manfions. They are united in bonds,
which fhall never more be diffolved ; and the
mouldering tabernacles are now become ever-
lafting habitations.
And with what joy will the fpirits of the
righteous welcome their old companions from
“their long flecp in the duft, and congratulate
their glorious refurretion! How will they re-
joice to re-enter their old habitations, now fo
eompleatly repaired and highly improved? to
find thofe bodies which were énce their incum-
brance, once frail and mortal, in which they
were. imprifoned and languifhed, once their
temptation, tainted with the feeds of fin, now
their affiftants and co-partners in the bufinefs
of Heaven, now vigorous, incorruptible, and
jmmortal, now free from all eorrupt mixtures,
and fhining in all the beauties of perfect holi-
nefs, . In thefe bodies they once ferved their
Gop with honeft though feeble efforts, conflicted
with fin and temptation, and pafted through
all the united trials and hardfhips of mortality
and the chriftian life. But now they are united
to them for more exalted and blifsful purpofes,
The lungs that were: wont to heave with peni-
tential fighs and groans {hall now fhout forth
their joys and the praifes of their Gop and Sa-
‘wviourR. The heart that was once broken with
forrows fhall .now be bound up forever, and
overflow with immortal pleafures. Thofe ver
eyes, that were wont to run down with tears
T . R R

S
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and to behold many a tragical fight, fhall now.
*# behold the King 1n his beauty,” fhall behold.
the Saviour whom, though unfcen, they loved,.
and all the glories of Heaven, and # Gop fhall
* wipe away all their tears.* All the fenfes
which were once avenues of pain fhall now be
inlets of the moft exalted pleafure. . In fhort,
every organ, every member fhall be employed
in the moft noble fervices and enjoyments, in-
ftead of the fordid and laborious drudgery and
the painful fufferings of the prefent ftate. Blefled
change indeed! Rejoice, ye children of Gop,

‘in the profpect of it.

.-But how fhall I glance-a thought upon the
dreadful cafe of the wicked in that tremendous
day? While their bodies burft from their graveg
the miferable fpectacles of horror and deformity,
fee the millions of gloomy ghofts that ancg
animated them rife like pillars of fmoke from
‘the bottomlefs pit! and with what reluétance
and anguifh do they re-enter their old habitar
tions! O what a dreadful meeting! what
fhocking falutations ! * And muft I be chained
‘¢ to thee again, (may the guilty Soul fay) O
¢ thou accurfed, polluted Body, thou. fyftem
“ of deformity andterror} In thee I once
-« finned, by thee I was once -enfnared, de-
¢ bafed, and ruined: to gratify thy vile lufts
-« and appetites ] negleCted my own immaeartal
¢ interelts, degraded my native dignity, and

-~

-

- ¢ made myfelt miferable forever. And haft

({3

“ thou now met me to torment me forever ?
. U 4_ : (X3 O
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O that thou hadft flill flept in the duft and
never bgen repaired again! Let me rather
be condemned to animate a toad or ferpent
than that odions body once defiled with fin
and the inftrument of my guilty pleafures,
now made ftrong and immortal to torment
me with ftrong immortal pains. Once in-
deed I received fenfations of pleafure from

thee, but now theu art transformed into an -

engine of torture. No more fhall 1 through
thine eyes behold the chearful light of the
day and the beautiful profpect of nature, but
the thick glooms of Hell, grim and ghaftly

ofts, Heaven at an impaflable diftance,
and all the horrid fights of wo in the infer-
nal regions. Ne more fhall thine ears charm

me with the harmony of founds, but terrify
and diftrefs me with the echo of eternal

groans, and the thunder of almighty ven-

‘geance. No more fhall the gratification of

thine appetites afford me pleafure, but thine
appetites, forever hungry, forever unfatisfied,
fhall eternally torment me with their eager
importunate cravings. No more fhall thy
tongue be employed in mirth, and jeft, and
fong, but complain, and groan, and- blaf
pheme and roar forever. Thy feet that once
walked in the flowery enchanted paths of fin
muft now walk on the difmal burning foil
of Hell. O my wretched companion! [
arted-with thee with pain and reJu@ance in;
the ftruggles of death, but now I meet thee
: % with

i

[
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* with greater terror and agony. Return ta
“ thy bed in the duft ; there fleep and rot, and,
¢ let me never fee thy fhocking vifage more.”
In vain the petition ! the reluctant Soul muft
enter its prifon, from whence it fhall never
more be difmiffled:  And if we might indulge
~ imagination fo far we might fuppole the Body
begins to recriminate in fuch language as this’;

* Come, guilty Soul, enter thy old manfion ;
“ if it be horrible and fhaocking it is owing to
« thyfelf. Was not the animal frame, the
* brutal nature, fubjeted to thy government,
$ whao art a rational principle? Inftead of be-
“ ing debafed by me 1t became thee to have
- % not only retained the dignity of thy nature,
¢ but to have exalted mine by noble employ-
“ ments, and gratifications worthy an earthy
* bhody united to an immortal {pirit. Thou
** mighteft have reftrained my members from
* being the inftruments of fin, and made
“ them the inftruments of righteoufnefs. My
¢ knees would have bowed at the throne of
« grace, but thou didft not affet that pofture.
¢ Mine eyes would have read, and mine ears
¢ heard the word of life, but thou wouldft
“ not fet them to that employ, or wouldft not
“ attend to it. And now it is but juft the
“ body thou didft proftitute. to fin fhould be
¢ the inftrument o? thy punifhment. Indeed
‘¢ fain would I relapfe into fenfelefs earth as I
¢ was, and continue in.that infenfibility for-
¢ ever. Butdidft thou not hear the all-roufing
“ trumpet juft now? did it not even fhake the
¢ foundations
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« foundations of thy infernal prifon? It was’
¥ that call that awakened me and fummoned
“ me to meet thee, and I could not refift.
"¢ Therefore come, miferable Soul, take pof-
¢ feflion of this frame, and let us prepare for
¢ everlafting burnings. O that it were now
« poflible 70 die! O that we could be again
* f{eparated, and never be united more! Vain
* wifh; the weight of mountains, the pangs
¢ of Hell, the flames of unquenchable fire,
‘ can never diffolve thefe chains which now
* bind us together *!” '
0! Sirs, what a fhocking interview is this!
O the glorious, dreadful morning of the refur-
rection !

* The Rev. Mr Fobn Reynolds,-in-his Poem intitled Dearh’s
Vifion, introduces the Soul fpeaking againft the Body, and after-
wards checking its cenfures, and turning them upon itfelf, in a
vein of thought.not unlike that of Mr Dawies. ‘ :

.Ga, tempter, go, as thou haft beea
A quick extinguither of heav'nly fires b
A fource of black enormity and fin,
Thou cramp of facred motions and defires }
How brave and blefs’d am I,
~ Unfetter'd. from thy company;
"Fhou enemy of my joys and me !
* But pardon that I-thos -
“Unconfcioufly accufe !
How much more cruel have I been to thee t
¢ 'Twas crucl I oblig'd theetoobey -~ - « -
¢ The wilful diftates of my guilty fivay.” -
e The Enrroz,
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retion! What {cenes of unknown joy and ter=.
ror will then open! Methinks we muft always-
_have it in profpeét; it muft even now engage.
qur thoughts, and fill us with trembling foli-'
citude, and make it the great object of our la-
bour and purfuit to fhare in the refurrection of
the juft, . .
But for what ends do thefe fleeping multi-
tudes rife? For what purpofes do they come
forth @ My text will tell you, :

IV, They fhall come forth, * fome to the

# refurretion of life, and fome to the refur-
* rection of damnation.* They are fummoned
from their graves to ftand at the bar, and
brought out of prifon by angelic guards to pafs.
~ their laft trial. And as in this impartial trial
they will be found to be perfons of very dif-.
ferent charatters, the righteous Judge of the
earth will accordingly pronounce their different;
doom. T
See a glarious * multitude, which none can

* number,” openly acquitted, pronounced
 blefled, and welcomed * into the kingdom pre-,
* pared for them from the foundation of the
“ world* Now they enter upon a ftate which:
deferves the name of /ife. "They are all vital,
all active, all glorious, all happy. They “ fhine
“ brighter than the ftars in the firmament, like
* the fun forever and ever.* All their faculties
overflow with happinefs. They mingle with.
the glorious company of angels; they behﬁld
S ' that
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that Saviour ‘whom unfeen they loved ; they
dwell in eternal intimacy with the Father of their
fpirits ; they are employed with ever-new and
ﬁ;owmg delight in the exalted fervices of the
avenly fanctuary. They fhall never more
fear nor feel the leaft touch of forrow, pain,
or any kmd of mifery, but fhall be as happy
as their natures can admit through an immor-
tal duration. What a glorious new creation is
here! what illuftrious creatures formed of the
duft! And fhall any of us join in this happy
company? Q! fhall any of us, feeble, dying,
finful ereatures fhare in their glory and happi-
nefs? This is a moft interefting enquiry, and
I would have you think of it with trembling
a?xiety, and IY fhall prefently anfwer it in its
ace.
d The profpect would be delightful if our cha-
rity could hope that this will be the happy end
of all the fons of men. But, alas! muﬁitudes,
and we have reafon to fear the far greater num-
ber fhall come forth, not to the refurreion of
life but to the refurre@ion of damnation. Dam-
nation! what terror is in the found. If auda-
clous finners in our world make light of it, and
pray for it on every trifling occafion, their in-
fernal brethren that feel its tremendous import
are not fo hardy, but tremble and groan, and’
can trifle with 1t no more. _

Let us realize the miferable doom of this
clafs of mankind. Sec them burfting into life
from their f{ubterranean dungeons, hideous

S - . fhapes..
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fhapes of deformity and terror, expreflive of
the vindictive defign for which their bodies are
repaired, and of the boifterous and malignant
paflions that ravage their fouls. Horror throbs,
through every vein, and glares wild and furious
in their eyes. Every joint trembles, and every
countenance looks down-caft and gloomy. Now
they fee that tremendous day of which they
were warned in vain, and thudder at thofe ter-
rors of which they once made light. They
immediately know the grand bufinefs of the
day, and the dreadful purpofe for which they
are roufed from their flumbers in the grave ;
to be tried, to be convicted, to be condemned,-
and to be dragged away to execution. Con-
{cience has beeén anticipating the trial in a fe-
parate ftate ; and no igoner is the foul united
~ to the body than immediately confcience afcends
.its throne in the breaft, and begins to accufe,
to convidt, to pafs fentence, to upbraid, and
to torment. The finner is condemned, con-
demned at his own tribunal, before he arrives
“at the bar of his judge. The firft at of con-
{cioufnefs in his new ftate of exiftence is a con-
viction that he is a condemned, an irrevocably
condemned creature. He enters the court,
knowing beforehand how it will go with him.
When he finds himfelf ordered to the kft band
of his Judge, when he hears the dreadful fen-
tence thundered out againft him, * Depart,
# from me accurfed,” it was but what he ex-
pected. Now he can flatter himfelf" with vain
’ hopes,
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hopes, and fhut his eyes againft the light of
conviction, but then he will not be able to hope
better ; then he muf know the worft of his
cafe. The formality of the judicial trial is ne-
ceffary for the conviction of the world, but
not for his; his own confcience has already

determined his condition. However, to con- .

vince others of the juftice of his doom, he is
dragged and guarded from his grave to the
judgment-feat by fierce unrelenting devils, now

is tempters, but then his tormentors. With
what horror does he view the burning throne
and the frowning face of his judge, that Jesus
whom he once difregarded in fpite of all his
dying love and the falvation he offered! How
does he wifh for a covering of rocks and

mountains to conceal him from his angry eye |

but all in vain. Appear he muft. He is or-
dered to the /fz among the trembling criminals,
and now the trial comes on.  All his evil deeds
and all his omiffions of duty are now produced
againft him. All the mercies he abufed, all
the chaftifements he defpifed, all the means of
grace he neglected or mifimproved, every fin-
ful, and even every idle word, nay his moft fe-
cret thoughts and difpofitions are all expofed,
and brought into judgment againft him. .And.
when the judge puts it to him,  Is it not fo,
¢ finner ? Are not thefe charges true?” con-
fcience obliges him to confefs and cry out,
Guilty! gutlty! And now the trembling crimi-
nal being plainly convicted, and left withoult!
R R a
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all plea and all excufe, the fupreme Judge in,
ftern majefty and inexorable juftice thunders
_ out the dreadful fentence, * Depart from me,
* thou curfed, into everlafting fire, prepared
» for the devil and his angels (g).* O tremen-
dous doom! every word is big with terror, and
fhoots a thunder-bolt through the heart. ¢ De-
“ PART: away from my prefence; I cannot
‘ bear fo loathfome a fight. I once invited
‘¢ thee to come to me that thou mighteft have
«¢ life, but thou wouldft not regard the invita-
¢ tion, and now thou fhalt never hear that
“ inviting voice more. Depart FROM ME 3
“ from me, the only fountain of happinefs,
. *¢ the only proper good for an immartal mind.”
“ But, Lorp,” (we may fuppofe the criminal
to fay) ¢ if I muft depart, skfi me before I
“ go.” * No, fays the angry Judge, depart
“ AccyrseED ; depart with my eternal and
« heavy curfe upon thee; the curfe of that
“ power that made thee; a curfe dreadfully
. ¢ efficacious, that blafts whatever it falls upon
« like flathes of confuming, irrefiftible light-
¢ ening.” ¢ But if ] muft go away under
“ thy carfe, (the criminal may be fuppofed to
“ fay) let that be all my punithment; let.
“ me depart to fome agreeable, or at leaft
“ tolerable recefs, where I may meet with
¢ fomething to mitigate the curfe.” ¢ No,
« depart iNTo FIrE; there burn in all the
¢ excruciating tortures of that outrageous ele-
| “ ment."
(g) Matt. xgv. 41,
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 ment.” ¢ But, Lorp, if I muft make my
* bed int fire, O let it be a tranfient blaze that
 will foon burn itfelf out, and put an end to
“ my torment.” ¢ No, depart into EVER-
“ LASTING fire; there burn without confum-
“ ing, and be tormented without end.” * But,
‘“ Lorp, grant me (cries the poor wretch) at
¢¢ leaft the mitigation of friendly, entertaining,
“ and {fympathizing company ; or if this can=
“ not be granted, grant me this fmall, this a!-
“ moft no requeft, to be doomed to fome foh-
* tary corner in Hell, where I fhall be punifhed
¢ only by my own confcience and thine 1m-
¢« mediate hand; but O deliver me from thefe
“ malicious, tormenting devils; banifh me
“ into fome apartment in the infernal pit far
« from their fociety.” ¢ No, depart into ever-
“ lafting fire prepared ror THE DEVIL AND
“ H1s ANGELs: thou muft make one of their
 wretched crew forever : thou didft join with
“ them in finning, and now muft {hare in their
< punithment : thou didft fubmit to them as -
“ thy tempters, and now thou muft fubmit to
‘¢ them as thy tormentors.” - u
- Sentence being pronaunced it is immediately
executed. * Thefe fhall go away into ever-
“ lafting punifhment (4).* Devils drag them
away to the pit, and pufh them down head-
long. There they are confined in chains of
darknefs, and in a lake burning with fire and
brimftone, FOREVER, FOREVER | In that dread-
' - ful
(%) Matt, xxv, 46,
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ful word lies the emphafis of torment: it is an
Hell'in Hell. If they might be but releafed
from pain, though 1t were by annihilation,
after t{:ey have wept away ten thoufand mil-
lions of ages in extremity of pain it would be
fome mitigation, fome encouragement; but,

alas! when as many millions of ages are paﬁ'ed
as the ftars of Heaven, or the fands on the fea-
Thore, or the atoms of duft in this huge globe
of earth, their punifhment is as far from an
end as when the fentence was firft pronounced
- upon them. Forever! there is no exhaufting

. of that word; and” when it is affixt to the

higheft degree o mifery the terror of the found
15 utterly infupportable. See, Sirs, what de-
ds upon time, that fpan of time we enjoy
n this fleeting life. Eternity! awful, all-im-
portant eternity depends upon it.
All this while confcience tears the finner's
heart with the moft tormenting reflections.
‘¢ O what a fair opportunity I once had for
- ¢ falvation, had Iimproved it! I was warned
« of the confequences of a life of fin and care-
« leflnefs: I was told of the neceffity of faith,
¢ repentance, and univerfal holinefs of heart
* and life ; I enjoyed a fufficient fpace for re-
“ pentance, and all the neceffary means of fal-
¢ vation, but, fool that I was, I negleted all,
<. T abufed all; I refufed to part with my ﬁns;
¢ I refufed to engage fernoul{) in religion, and
« to feek Gop in earneft; and now [ am loft
-« forever without hope. O! for one of thofe
Vor. 1L, X ¢ months,
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“ months, one of thofe weeks, or even fo
* much as one of thofe days or hours I once
¢ trifled away! with what earneftnels, with
« what folicitude would I improve it! But all

“ my opportunities are paft, beyond recovery,

“ and not a moment fhall be given me for this
s« purpofe any more. O what a fool was I to
* {ell my foul for fuch trifles! to fet fo light by
¢ Heaven, and fall into Hell through meer
¢ neglet and careleflnefs!” Ye impenitent,
unthinking finners, though you may now be
able to filence or drown the clamours of your
confciences, yet the time, or rather the dread
eternity is coming, when they ws//. {peak in
fpite of you; when they will fpeak home, and
be felt by the moft hardened and remorfelefs
heart. - Therefore now regard their warnings
while they may be the means of your recovery.

You and I, my Brethren, are conoerned in
- the folemn tranfaGion of the day I have been
defcribing.  You and I {hall either be changed
in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, or
while mouldering in the grave we fhall hear

the voice of the Son of Gop, and * come forth,

# either to the refurrection of life or to the re~
* furreftion of damnation.” And which, my
Brethren, fhall be our doom? Can we fore-
know it at this diftance of time? I propofed it
~ to your enquiry already, whether you have any
good reafon to hope you fhall be of that happy
number ‘who fhall rife to life? And new I.pro-
pofe it again with this counter-part, Have you
, - . ' any

Gt .
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any evidences to hope you fhall not be of that
wretched numerous multitude who fhall rife to
damnation ? If there be an enquiry within the
compafs of human knowledge that demands
your folicitous thought, certainly it is this.
Methinks you cannot enjoy one moment’s eafe
or fecurity while this is undetermined. And is it
an anfwerable enquiry ? Can we now know
what are the prefent diftinguifhing characters

-of thofe who fhall then receive fo different a

doom? Yes, my text determines the point;

V. #They that bave done good {hall come forth
# to the refurrection of life, and they that bave
 done evil to the refurretion of damnation.”
Thefe are the grounds of the diffintion that

.{hall then be made in the final ftates of men,

doing good and doing evil. And certainly this
diftintion is perceivable now; #o do good and zo
do evil are not fo much alike as that it fhould
be impofiible to diftinguifh between them. Let

_us then fee what is implied in thefe charaters,

and to whom of us they refpetively belong.

1. What'is it to do good? This implies,
1, An honeft endeavour to keep all Gon’s
commandments ; I fay, 4/ his commandments
with regard to Gop, our neighbours, and eur-

felves, whether eafy or difficult, whether fa-
thionable or not, whether agreeable to our n3-
- tural conftitution or not, whether enjoining

the performance of duty or forbidding the
' X2 commiffion
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commiffion of fin, whether regarding the heart
or the outward practice. I fay. an uniform,
impartial regard to all Gopo’s comimandments,
of whatever kind, in all circumftances, and at
all times, is implied in doing good ; for if we
'do6 any thing becaufe Gop commands it we will
‘endeavour to do every thing that he commands,
becaufe where the reafon of our conduct is the
fame our conduct itfelf will be the fame. Ido
not mean that good men in the prefent ftate
-perfectly keep the commandments of Gob in
every thing, or indeed in any thing; but I
mean that univerfal obedience 1s their boneft en-
_deavour. Their charater 1s in fome meafure
uniform and all of a piecc; that is, they do -
not place all their religion in obedience to fome
“commands which may be agreeable to them,
as though that would make atonement for
“their neglet of others; but like David * they
“ are for having a refpect, and indeed have a
* refpet to all Gop’s commandments (7).* My
‘Brethren, try yourfelves by this teft,
« 2. To do good in an acceptable manner pre-
* {uppofes a change of nature and a new prin-
ciple. Our nature is fo corrupted that nothing
really and formally good can be performed by
“us till it be renewed. To confirm this I fhall
“only refer you to Epb. ii. 10. ahd Ezek. xxxvi.
" 26, 27. where being created in CurisT JEsus
“to good works and receiving a new heart of
‘fleth are mentioned as prerequifites to our
‘ : walking
(i) Pfalm cxix. 6.
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walking in Gop’s ftatutes. As for the principle
of obedience * it is the love of Gob (£);* that
is, we muft obey Gob becaufe we love him; we
muft do good becaufe we delight to do good ;
otherwife it is all hypocrify, conftraint, or
felfithnefs, and cannot be acceptable to Gon.
Here again, my Brethren, look into your
hearts and examine what is the principle of
your obedience, and whether ever you have
been made new creatures. SRR
3. I muft add, efpecially as we live under
the gofpel, that your dependence for life muft
not be upon’ the good you do, but entirel
upon the righteoufnefs of Jesus Curist. Af-
ter you have done all you muft acknowledge

- you are but unprofitable fervants, and renounce

all your works in point of merit, while you

-abound in them in point of practice (/). This

is an effential characteriftic of evangelical obe-
-dignce, and without it you cannot expeét to
‘have a refurretion to eternal life and blefled-
nefs. o . ' "
. I might enlarge upon this head, but time
‘will not permit, and I hope thefe  three cha-
-racters may fuffice to thew you what is implied
‘in doing good. Let us now proceed to the
-oppofite charatter. o v
.. 2. What it is to do evil? This implies fuch
‘things as thefe. - The habitual negleét of well-
.doing, or tht performance of duties in a lan-
-guid, formal manner, or withqut a right prin-
. ' X 3 ‘ Ciple,

(8) 1 Jobnv. 3.~ (7) Phil iii.7,8. -

-

.



310 The general Refurrection. Serm.ig.
ciple, and the wilful indulgenee of any one
fin; the fecret love of fin, though not fuffered
to break forth into the outward practice. Here
it is evident at firft fight that profane finners,
drunkards, fwearers, defrauders, avowed neg-
Ye€ters of religion, &r¢. have this difmal brand
‘upoh them, that they are fuch as do evil. Nay;
all fuch who are in their natural ftate, without
regenération, whatever their outfide be; muft
be ranked in this clafs, #for that which is born
# of the flefhis flefh (m) ; and they thatare in
*the fleth cannot pleafe Gop, nor be rightly
= fubject to his law (n).* . - '
- And now who is for life and who for dam-
mnation among you? Thefe charatters are in-
‘tended to make the diftinction among you,
‘and 1 pray you‘dpply them for that purpofe.
As for fuch of you who amid all your la-
mented infirmities are endeavouring honeftly to
‘do good, and grieved at heart that you can do
o inore, you allo:muft die; you mut die, and
feed the worms in the duft. But you fhall rife
glorioufly improved, rife to. an immortal life,
4nd in all the terrors and confternation of that
“laft day you will be fecure, ferene, and undif~
‘turbed. The almighty Judge will be your
friend, and that is enough. - Let this thought
difarm the king of terrors, and give you cou-
rage to look down into the grave, and forward
to the great rifing day. O what an happy im~-
-mortality opensits glorious profpectsbeyond the
. : . : ken
(m) Jobniii. 6. . *(r) Rom.wviii. 7,8,
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ken of fight before you! and after afew ftrug-
gles more in this ftate of warfare, and refting
awhile in the bed of death at the regions of
eternal bleflednefs you will arrive, and take up
your refidence there forever. _

But are there not fome here who are confcious
that thefe favourable characters. do not belong
to them? that know that well-doing is not the

“bufinefs of their life, but that they are workers

- of iniquity? Itell you plainly, and with all the
authority the word of Gop can give, that if
you continue fuch you fhall rife to damnation.
That will undoubtedly be your doom, unlefs

" you are greatly changed and reformed in heart -
and life. And will this be no excitement to .
vigorous endeavour? Are you proof againft
the energy of fuch a confideration? Ye carelefs
finners, awake out of your fecurity and prepare
for death and judgment! this fleeting life is all
the time you have for preparation, and can
you trifle it away? Your All, your eternal All
1s fet upon the fingle caft of life, and you muft
ftand the hazard of the dye. You can make
but one experiment, and 1f that fail through
your floth or mifmanagement you are irreco-
verably undone forever. Therefore, by the

. dread authority of the great Gop, by the ter-
rors of death, and the great rifing day, by the
joys of Heaven, and the torments of Hell, and
by the value of your immortal fouls, I intreat,
I charge, ‘I adjure you to awake out of your
fecurity, and improve the precious moments of
X 4 life,

4 ,
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life. ‘The world is dying all around you. And
can you reft eafy in fuch a world while unpre-

pared for eternity ? Awake to righteoulnefs

now at the gentle call of the gofpel, before the
laft trumpet glvc you an alarm of ‘another
kind. :

»:weemwnxeﬂ o
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ACTS XVIL 30, 31

" And the times of this ignorance Gop winked at,
" but now commandeth all men every where to re-
- penty becaufe: He bath apposnted a day in the

which He will judge the world in Righteoufnefs
by that man whom' be both ordained; wbereof
be bath given affurance unto all men, in- that
He bath raifed bim froin the Dead.

KBKERHE prefent ftate is the infancy of
’&f + & human nature, and all the events of

o . s time, even thofe that make fuch
WESKEN noife, and determine the fate of king-
doms, are but the little affairs of children. But
if we look forwards and trace human nature
to maturity, we meet with events vaft, intereft-
ing, and majeftic, and fuch as nothing but di-
vine authority can render credible to us, who
are fo apt to judge of things by what we fee,
To oneof thofe fcenes I would diret your at-
tention this day ; I mean the.folemn, tremen-
dous, and glorious fcene of the univerfal Judg-
‘ment. s - You

, . : :
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You have fometimes feen a ftately building
~ inruins; come now and view the ruins of a
- demalifhed world. You have often feen a feg-
ble mortal ftruggling in the agonies of death,
and his fhattered frame. diffolved ; come now
and view-univerfal natare labouring - and ago-
nizing in her laft convulfions, and her well-
compacted fyftem diffolved.  You have heard
of earthquakes here and there that have laid
Lifbon, Palermo, and a few other cities in ruins ;
come now 4nd feel the'tfemors and cénvulfions
of the whole globe, that blend cities and-coun-
tr;es, oceans-and continents, mountains, plains

and valleys. in one promrsfcuous heap. You

havea thoufand times beheld the moon walk-
ing in brightnefs and the fun fhining in his

ftrength ;. now look and fee the fun turned into

darknefs, and the moon into blood.
It is our lot to live in an age of confufion,

blood and flaughter ; an age in which our at-

tention is‘engaged by the. clath of arms, the
. elangor of trumpets, tlie roar of artillery, and
the dubious fate of kingdoms ; but draw off
your thoughts from thefe ob;e&s for an hour,

and fix them upon objeéts more folemn and in- -

terefting 5 ‘come view

"l & A fcené thigt yields '
* A lowdértrurnpet, and more dreadful fields ;
. The World alarm'd, both Earth and Hcavm'oerduowa,
) And,gafpmgNature s laft tremendous groan ; .

eath’s ancient. fceptre broke, the teeming Tomb,
B Thq n;xghteous Jufrge, and man’s etemal Domn +.>

Such
-l- YouNne's Laﬁ Day, Book I.

-~
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- Such a feene there certainly is béfore us, for
St Paul tells us that * Gop hath given aflurance
# to all men that he will judge the world in
= righteoufnefs by that man whom he hath or-
= dained ;¥ and that his refurre&ion, the ré»
furre€tion of him. who is Gop and Man, i1sa
* demontftrative proof of it. : . . -

My text is the conclufion of 8t Pguls de-
fence or fermon befdre the fameus court of

Areopagas in the leained and philofophical eity

of Arbens. In this auguft and polite. affembly
he fpeaks with thie boldrnefs and in thé evange-
lical ftrain of an apoftle of Curist. He firft
‘inculcates upon them the great truths of natu-
ral Religion, and labours taithfully, though in
a very genteel and inoffenfive manner, to re-
form them from that ftupid idolatry and fuper-
ftition into which even this learned and philo~
fophical city was funk, though a Socrates, a
Plate, and the moft celebrated fages and mo-
ralifts of pagan antiquity had lived and taught
in it. Afterwards in the clofe of his difcourfe
he introduces the glorious peculiarities of Chrif-
tianity, . particularly the great duty of Repent-
ance from evangelical motives, the Refurrec-
tion. of the Dead, and the final Judgment. But
no fooner Kas he entered upon this fubject than

e is interrupted, and feems to havé broken off

abruptly ; for when he-has juft hinted at the

then unpopular do¢trine of the Refurrection of
the Dead we are told * fome mocked” and
others put it off to another hearing, * We

* will hear thee again of this matter.*: ; '

n
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In thofe dark times of ignorance which pre-.
ceeded the publication of the Gofpel, Gob feem-
ed to wink or connive ‘at the idolatry and va-
rious forms of wickednefs that had overfpread
the world ; that is, he feemed to over-lok+ or
take no notice of them, fo as either 1o punith
them or to give the nation explicit calls to re-
pentance. But now, fays St Paul, the cafe is
altered. Now the gofpel is publifhed through
the world, and therefore Gop will no longer
feem to connive at the wickednefs and impeni-
tence of .mankind, but publifthes his great
mandate to a rebel world, explicitly and loudly
* commanding all men every where to repent ;* and
he now gives them particular -motives and en-
couragements to this duty.

One motive of the greateft weight, which
was never -fo clearly or extenfively publifhed
before, is the dotrine of the univerfal Judg-
ment. This the connetion implies: * He now
# commandeth all men to repent, decaufe he
* hath appojnted a day for judging all men.*
-And furely the profpect of a judgment muft
‘be a ftrong motive to finners to repent.. This,
if any thiu%, will roufe them from their

“thoughtlefs fecurity, and bring them to re-.
pentance. Repentance thould, and one would
‘think muft be as extenfive as this reafon for it.
This St Paul intimates. * He now commandeth
# gll men to repent,” becaufe he hath given
affurance to a// men * that he has appointed a
. - ® day

+ sxsprdun. '
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“ day to judge the world.* Wherever the gof-
pel publifthes the dottrine of a future judgment
there it requires all men to repent ; and where-
ever it requires repentance there it enforces the
command with this alarming dotrine.

* Gop has given aflurance to all men,* that
is, to all that hear the golfpel, that he has ap-
pointed a day for this great purpofe, and that
Jesus CurisT, god-man, is to prefide in per-
fon in this majeftic folemnity. He "has given
affurance of this; that is, fufficient ground of
faith; and the aflurance confifts in this, that
“ he hath raifed him from the dead.”

The Refurretion of CurisT gives aflurance
of this in feveral refpets. It is a fpecimen and
a pledge of a general Refurrection, that grand
preparative for the Judgment. It is an incon-
teftible proof of -his divine miffion ; for Gop
would never work fo unprecedented a miracle
in favour of an impoftor. It is alfo an aun-
thentic atteftation of all our Lorp’s claims,
and he expreflly claimed the authority of fu-
preme Judge as delegated to him by the Father:
# the Father judgeth no man, but hath com-
« mitted all judgment to the Son (a).*

There is a peculiar fitnefs and propriety in
this conftitution. It is fit that a world placed
under the adminiftration of a Mediator thould
_have a mediatorial Judge. It is fit this high
office fhould be conferred upon him as an ho-
norary reward for his important fervices ard

o extreme

(a) Johnv, 22.
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treme abafement. ¢ Becaufe he humbled him-
# felf, therefore G op hath highly exalted
# him (4).* It is fit that creatures clothed
with bodies fhould be judged by a man clothed
in a body like themfelves. Henceit is faid that
# all judgment is given to the fon, becaufe he
# is the fon of man (¢).* This would feem a

ftrange reafon did we not underftand it in this

light. Indeed was Jesus CHRIST man only he
‘would be infinitely unequal to the office of
univerfal Judge; but he is Gop and Man,
s Immanvuer, Gop with us,” and thus is he
the fitteft perfon in the univerfe for the work.
‘It is alfo fit that CurisT fhould be the fupreme
Judge, as it will be a great encouragement to
his people for their Mediator to execute this
~office ; and it may be added, that hereby the
condemnation of the wicked will be rendered
.more confpicuoufly juft, for if a Mediator, a
-Saviour, the Friend of Sinners condemns them
they muft be worthy of condemnation indeed.

Let us now enter upon the majeftic {cene.
-But, alas! what images fhall I ufe to reprefent
.it? Nothing that we have feen, nothing that
we have heard, nothing that has ever happened
on the ftage of time can furnifh us with pro-
per illaftrations. All is low and groveling, all
1s fainit and obfcure, that ever the fun fhone

upon, ' when compared with the grand phazno-

mena of that day; and we are {o accuftomed
to low and little objects that it is impoffible we
fhould

() Phil, ii. 8,9. {¢) Johnw. 27.
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fhould ever raife our thoughts to a fuitable pitch
of elevation. Erelong we fhall be the amazed
fpeCtators of thefe. majeftic wonders, and our
eyes and our ears will be our inftructors. But

- now it is neceffary we fhould have fuch ideas of

them as may affect our hearts and pnepare us
for them. - Let us therefore prefent to our view
thofe reprefentations which divine Revelation,
our only guide in this cafe, gives us of the
perfon of the Judge, and the manner of his
appearance ; of the Refurreion of the dead,
and the Transformation of the living ; of the
univerfal Convention of all the fons of men
before the fupreme tribunal; of their Separa-
tion to the right and left hand of the Judge,
according to their characters; of the judicial
Procefs 1tfelf ; of the decifive fentence; of its
Execution; and of the Conflagration of the

As to the perfon of the fudge the pfalmaft tells
you, * Gob 1s Judge himdelf (d).* Yet CurisT’

tells us, *the Father judgeth no man, but

# hath committed all judgment to the Som,
# and that he hath given him authority to exe-
* cute judgment becaufe he is the Son of
* man (e).* It is therefore CmrisT JESus,
God-man, as 1 obferved, who fhall fultain this
high charatter; and for the reafons already
alledged it is moft fit it fhauld be: devolved
upon him. Being Gop and Man all the ad-
vantages of divinity’ and humanity 'centetx;. in

L - : - him,
 (4) Palm 1.6, () Jobav. 22,27, |
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him, -and render him more fit for this office
than if he were Gop only, or Man only. This
is the auguft Judge before whom we muft
ftand, and the profpet may infpire us with
reverence, joy, and terror.

~ As for the manner of bis appearance it will be
fuch as becomes the dignity of his perfon and
office. He will fhine in all the uncreated glo-
ries of the Godhead, and in all the gentler
glories of a perfet Man. His attendants will
add a dignity to the grand appearance, and the
fympathy of nature will increafe the {olemnity
and terror of the day. Let his own word de-
fcribe him. * The fon of man fhall come in
= his glory and in the glory of his Father, and
@ all the holy angels with him ; and then fhall
= he fit upon the throne of his glory (f).*
# The Lorp Jesus fhall be revealed from Hea-
= ven with his mighty angels in flaming fire,
= taking vengeance on them that know not
# Gop, and that obey not the Gofpel of our
¢ Lorp Jesus CurisT(g).* And not only
will the Angels, thofe illuftrious minifters of
the court of Heaven, attend upon that folemn
‘occafion, but alfo all the Saints who had left
the world from Adam to that day ; for * thofe
¢ that fleep in Jesus, fays St Paul, will Gop
# bring with him (b). The grand imagery in
Daniel’s vifion is applicable to this day, and
perhaps to this it primarily refers. * I beheld
' ' - till

(f) Matt. xxv. 31. and xvi. 27, () 2 Thefs.i. 7,8.
() 1 Thefs,iv.14. -

-—
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# till the thrones were.caft down,” or rathet
Jet up*, #and the Ancient of days did fit, whof&
# garment was whit¢ as fnow, and the hdir of
# his head like the pure wool. His throhe was
¥ like fiery flame, and his wheels as burning

“ fire. A fiery ftream iffued, and- came forth

# from before him: thoufand thonfands mi-

* niftered unto him, and ten thoufand times

- # ten thoufand ftood before him (7). Perhaps
our Lokp .may exhibit himfelf to'the wholé

world upon this grand occafion in the fame glo-

rious form in which he was feen by his favourite

Fobn, * clothed with a garment down. to

# the foot, and girt about the breafts with a

# oolden girdle: his head and his hairs whité
 like wool, as white as fnow: his eyes as a
# flame of fire: his feet like unto fine brafs,
# as if ¢hey Burned in a furnace: his voice as
+ the found of many waters, and his counte-
# nance as the fun fthining in his ftrength (£).=
Another image of inimitable majefty and ter-
© ror the fame writer gives us, when he fays, * I
# faw a great white throne and him that fat on
# it, from whofe face the earth and the heaven
¢ fled away, and there was found no place for
# them.® Aftonithing! what an image is this!
the ftable earth and heaven cannot bear the
Vor. 1I. Y majefty

&

-

-

* This fepfe is moft agreeable to the conne&ion,. and the ori-
ginal word will bear it, W13 fignifies to pitch doavn or place, as
well as to'ghrow down, or demolifp. And the LXX tranflate it,
8 Sporos treSuoas, ¢ the thicnes were put up, or fixed.”

(7) Dan, vii.’g,lo. (4) Rev. 113, &e
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majefty and terror of his look : they fly away

affrighted, and feck a place to hide themfelves,

but no place is found to fhelter them; every
region through the immenfity of fpace lies
open before him (/) *. ,

_ This is the Judge before whom we muft
ftand; and this is the manner of his appearance.

But is this the babe of Bethlehen that lay and

wept in a manger? Is this the fuppofed fon of

the carpenter, the defpifed Galilean 2 Is this the
man of forrows? Is this he that was arrefted, was
condemned, was buffeted, was fpit upon, was
crowned with thorns, was executed as a criminal
and a flave upon the crofs? Yes, it is he; the very
fame
(/) Rev.xx. 11,

#* This is the picture drawn by the pencil of Infpiration. We
may now contemplate the imagery of a fine human pen.
From his great abode
Full on a whirlwind rides the dreadful Gonp:
The tempeft’s rattling winds, the fiery car, \
Ten thoufand hofts his minifters of war ;
The flaming Cherubim attend his flight,
And Heav'n's foundations groan beneath the weight,
Thro' all the fkies his forky lightnings play,
And radiant fplendors round his head difplay.

From his bright eyes affrighted worlds retire;
He fpeaks in thuhder, and he breathes in fire.
i Garments of heavenly light array the Gop;
His throne a bright confolidated cloud —
Support me, Heaven ! I fhudder with affright ;

I quake, I fink with terror at the fight!
The Day :{l Judsment, a Po:ry

ittle varied,

i e T m—— .

P
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. fame Jesus of Nazareth. But O how changed!
how defervedly exalted | Let heaven and earth
congratulate his advancement. 'Now let his
enemies appear, and fthew their ufual con-
tempt, and malignity. Now, Pilate, condemn
the King of the Jews as an ufurper. Now, ye
~Jews, raife the clamour, # Crucify him, cru-
* cify him.* . :

¢¢ Now bow the knee in fcorn, prefent the reed ;
¢« Now tell the fcourg’d impoftor he muft bleed.” 1

Now, ye Deifts and Infidels, difpute his Dis
vinity and the truth of his Religion if you can,
Now, ye hypocritical Chriftians, try to impofg
upon him with your idle pretences. Now de-
fpife his grace, laugh at his threatenings, and
make light of his difpleafure if you are able.
Ah! now their courage fails, and terrors fur-
round them like armed men. Now ® they hide
# themfelves in the dens, and in the rocks
# of the mountains ; and fay to the mountains
~# and rocks, Fall on us, and hide us from the

» face of him that fitteth on the throne, and

# from the wrath of the Lamb;* for the Lamb

that once bled as a facrifice for fin now appears

in all the terrors of a lion; and * the great day of

# his wrath is come, 'and who fhall be able to
# ftand{m;?* O! could they now hide themfelves

in the bottom of the ocean, or in fome rock that

o Yz ‘ bears

4 Younc's Laft Day, Book II. )
© (m) Reveviease
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~ bears the weight of mountains, how happy
would they think themfelves. But, alas!

¢t Seas caft the monflers forth to meet their doom,
, ;
¢t And rocks but prifon up for wrath to come.” *

While the Judge is defcending the parties to
be judged will be fummoned to appear. But
where are they ? They are all afleep in their
dufty beds, except the then generation. And
how fhall they be roufed from their long fleep.
of thoufands of years? Why * the Lorp him-
= felf fhall defcend from Heaven with a fhout,
# with the voice of the archangel, and with
 the trump of Gop (#).* * The trampet (hall
# found,” and they that are then alive fhall not
~ pafsinto eternity through the beaten road of
Death, but * at the laft trumpet they fhall be
# changed,” changed into immortals, *in a
# moment, in the twinkling of an eye (0)."
Now all the millions of mankind of whatever
country and nation, whether they expected this

tremendous day or not, all fuddenly feel a-

fhock through their whole frames, while they
are inftantaneoufly metamorphofed in every
limb, and the pulfe of immortality begins ta
beat ftrong in every part. Now alfo the flum-
‘berers under ground begin to ftir, to roufe,
and fpring to life. Now fee graves opening,
tombs burfting, charnel-houfes rattling, the

~earth .

® Younc's Laf Day, Book I. ,
(») 1 Thefs, iv. 16, (o) 1 Cor. xv. 51,52,
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earth heaving, and all alive, while thefe fub-
terranean armies are burfting their waythrough.,
- See clouds of human duft and broken bones
darkening the air, and flying from country to
country over intervening continents and oceans
to meet their kindred fragments, and repair
the fhattered frame with pieces collected from
a thoufand different quarters, whither they
were blown by winds, or wafhed by water.
See what millions ftart up in company in the
fpots where Nineveb, - Babylon, Serujalem, Rome,
- and London once ftood! Whole armies {pring to
life in fields where they once loft their lives in
battle, and were left unburied ; in fields which
fattened with their blood produced a thoufand
harvefts, and now produce a crop of men. Seea
-fucceflion of thoufands of years rifing in crouds
from grave-yards round the places where they
once attended, in order to prepare for thisdecifive
day.Nay, graves yawn, and fwarms })urﬁ into life
under palaces and buildings of pride and plea- -
fure, in fields and forefts, in thoufands of places
where graves were never fufpected. How are
‘the living furprifed to find men ftarting into
life under their feet, or juft befide them ; fome
‘perhaps juft beginning to ftir, and heave the
ground ; other's half rifen, and others quite
difengaged from the encumbrance of earth and
ftanding upright before them! What multi- .
-tudes that had flept in a watry grave now
emerge from rivers and feas and oceans, and
throw them into a tumult! Now appear to
Y3 the



226 She univerfal Sfudgment.  Serm.zo.

the view of all the world the Gokaths, the Ana-
kims, and the other Giants of ancient times,
and now the millions of infants, thofe little
' ¥articlcs of hfe, ftart up at once, perhaps in
ull maturity, or perhaps in the loweft clafs of
mankind, dwaifs of immortality. * The dead,
# {mall and great, will arife to ftand before
® Gop; and the fea fhall give up the dead
# which were in it(p).* Now the * many
that fleep in the duft thall awake and come
forth ; fome to everlafting life, and fome to
fhame and everlatting contempt (¢).* * Now
the hour is come when all that are in the
grave fhall hear the voice of the Sen of Gop,
and’ fhall come forth; they that have done
well, to the refurre@ion of life; and they
that have done evil, to the refurrection of
damnation (r).* # Though after our fkin
worms deftroy this body, yet in our fleth
fhall we fee Gop, whom we fhall fee for
ourfelves, and thefe eyes fhall behold him
and not another (s).* Then * this corrup-
tible [body] fhall put on incorruption, and
% this mortal fhall put on immortality (7).
' As the characters, and confequently the .
Yoom of mankind will be very difterent, fo we .
may reafonably fuppofe they will rife in very
-different forms of glory er difhonour, of beauty
» . ’ or

(?) Rev. xx. 13,13, (g) Dan. xii. 2, .

{r) Johnv.28. * (s) Job xix. 26,27,

(#) 1 Cor. xv. 53, .
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or deformity. Their bodies indeed will all be

‘improved to the higheft degree, all made vigo-
rous, Capacious, and immortal. But here lies
the difference: the bodies of the righteous will
be ftrengthened to bear *an exceeding great
# and eternal weight of glory,* but thofe of
the wicked will be ftrengthened to fuftain an
heavier load of mifery;_their ftrength will be
but meer ftrength to fuffer, an horrid capacity
of greater pain. The immortality of the righ-
teous will be the duration of their happinefs,
but that of the wicked of their mifery: their

~ immortality, the higheft privilege of their na-
ture, will be their heavieft curfe; and they
would willingly exchange their duration with
an infe& of a day, or 2 fading flower. The
bodies of the righteous will * thine as the fun,
# and as the ftars in the firmament forever and
# ever;® but thofe of the wicked will be grim
and fhocking, and ugly, and hateful as Hell.

. +The bodies of the righteous will be fit manfions
for their heavenly fpirits to inhabit, and every .
feature will fpeak the noble and dclightful paf-
fions that agreeably work within ; but the
wicked will be but fpirits of Hell clothed in
material bodies ; and malice, rage, defpair, and
all the infernal paffions will lower in their
‘countenances, and caft a difmal gloom around
them. O! they will be nothing elfe but fhapes
of deformity and terror! they will look -like

Y 4 , the
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the natives of Hell, and fpread horror around
them with eyery look -}

With what relutance may we fuppofe will
the fouls of the wicke:l enter again into a ftate
of uynion with thefe ihocking forms, that will
be everlafting engines of torture to them as
they once were m{huments of fin! But O:
* with. what joy will the fouls of the righteous
return to their old habitations in which they
once ferved their Gop with honeft, though fee-
ble, endeavours, now fo glonouﬂy repaired and
1mprov~d' How will théy congratulate the re-
furrection of their old companions from their
]pn%l fleep in death, now made fit to fhare
with them in the fublime employments and
fryitions of Heaven! Every organ will be an
inftryment of fervice and an inlet of pleafure,
and the foul fhall no longer be encumbered,
but affifted by this union to the body. O what
furprlﬁn% creatures can omnipotence raife from
the duft T To what an high degree .of beauty
h gan the Almlghty refine the offspring of the

' "7 earth!
+ How weak, hqw palc, how haggard, how ob% cene,
What more than death in ev'ry face and mien!
' With what diftrefs, and glarings of gﬂ}ightv '
They thock the heart, and turn away the fight!
In gloomy orbs their tiemlaling eye-balls roil,
And tell the hm rid fecrets of the foul.
}'Zach gefture mourns, each look is black with care,
fnd every groan is logden with defpair.
- Young's Lafl Day, Book I1I.
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earth! and into what miracles of glory and
bleffednefs: can he form them ! * - - . . ,

‘Now the Judge is come, the judgment-feat
is ereCted, the dead are raifed. And what fol-
lows? Why the univerfal convention of all
the fons of men before the judgment-feat. The
Flaceof judgment will-probably be the exten-
ive region of the air, the moft capacious: for
the reception of fuch a multitude; for St Paul -
tells us the faints fhall * be caught up together
* in the clouds to meet the LorD in the ajr ().”
And that the air will be the place of judicature
perhaps may be intimated when our Lorb is
reprefented as coming in the clouds, and fitting
upon a cloudy throne. Thefe expreflions can
hardly be underftood literally, for clouds which,
confift of vapours and rarefied particles of wa-
ter feem vere improper materials for a chariot
- of ftate, or a throne of Judgment, but they
may very properly intimate that Curist will
make his appearance, and hold his court in the
region of the clouds; that is, in the air; and

perhaps

® Mark, on the right, how amiable a grace !
. Their Maker's image frefh in ev’ry face |
What purple bloom my ravifh'd foul admires,
And their eyes fparkling with immortal fires !
Trivmphant beauty ! charms that rife above
This world, and in bleft angels kindle love ==
O the tranfcendent glories of the Juft! ™
Younc's La/t-Day, Book II.
() 1 Thefi.iv. 17, -
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. perhaps that the rays of light and majeftic
‘darknefs fhall be fo blended around him as to
- form the‘appearance of a cloud to the view of
the wondring and gazing world.
= To this upper region, from whence our
globe will ke open to-view far and wide, will
the fons of men be convened. And they will
be gathered together by the miniftry of angels,
the officers of this grand court. - * The Son of
#.man, when he comes in the clouds of Heaven
- with power and great glory, fhall fend forth
 his angels with a great found of the trumpet,
# and they fhall gather together his elect from
# the four winds, and from one end of Heaven
“ to the other (x).* Their miniftry alfo ex-
tends to-the wicked, whom they will drag away
to judgment and execution, and feparate from
the righteous. For * in the end of the world,
# faysCurisT, the Son of man fhall fend forth
# his angels, and they fhall gather out of his
# kingdom all things that cffend and them that
* work iniquity, and thall caft them into a fur-
¢ _nace of fire: there thall be wailing and
= gnafhing of teeth (y).” ’

What an auguft convocation, what a vaft
affembly is this! See flights of Angels darting
round the globe from eaft to weft, tfrom pole to
pole, gathering up here and there the fcattered
faints, choofing ‘them out from among the

- crowd of the ungodly, and bearing them aloft -

on their wings * to meet their Lorp in the air !
o ~ while

(%) Matt. xxiv. 30,31, (y) Matt, xiii. 40,41,42,
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while the wretched crowd look and gaze, and
ftretch their hands, and would mount up along
“ with them ; but alas! they muft be left behind,
and wait for another kind of convoy ; a convoy
of cruel, unrelenting Devils, who fhall fnatch
them up as their prey with malignant joy, and
place them before the flaming tribunal. Now
- all the fons of men meet in one immenfe af-
fembly. _A4dam beholds the long line of his
pofterity, and they behold their common fa-
ther. Now Europeans and Afiatics, the {warthy
fons of Africa, and the favages of America
mingle together.  Chriftians, Fews, Mabometans,
and Pagans, the Learned and the Ignorant,
Kings and Subjeéts, Rich and Poor, Free and
Bond, form one promifcuous crowd. Now all
the vaft armies that conquered or fell under
Xerxes, Darius, Alexander, Cafar, Scipio, Tamer-
lane, Marlborough, and other illuftrious war-
riors, unite in one vaft army. There, in fhort,
all the fucceflive inhabitants of the earth for
thoufands of years appear in one affembly.
And how inconceivably great muft the number
be! When the inhabitants of but one county
are met together you are ftruck with the fur-
vey. Were all the inhabitants of a kingdom
convened in one place how much more ftriking
would be the fight! Were all the inhabitants
of all the kingdoms of the earth convened in
- one general rendezvous how aftonithing and
vaft would be the multitude ! But what is even
this vaft multitude compared with the long
| Vo fucceflion
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fucceflion of generations that have peopled the
globe, in all ages, and in all countries, from
the firft commencement of time to the laft
day! Here numbers fail, and our thoughts are
loft in the immenfe furvey. The extenfive re-
gion of the air is very properly chofen as the
place of judgment, for this giobe would not
- be fufficient for fuch a multitude to ftand upon.
In that prodigious affembly, my Brethren, you
and I muft mingle. And we fhall not be loft
in the crowd, nor efcape the notice of our
Judge, but his eye will be as particularly fixed
upon every one as though there were but one
before him, ’ ' ' )
~ To increafe the number, and add a majefty
and terror to the aflembly the fallen Angels alfo
make their appearance at the bar. * This they
have long expected with horror as the.period
when their confummate mifery is to commence,
When Curist in the form of a Servant exer-
ciled a godlike power over them in the days of
his refidence upon earth they almoft miftook
his ficft coming as a Saviour for his fecond
co.ning as their Judge, and therefore they ex-
poftulated, * Art thou come tp torment us be-
# fore the time (2) i that is to fay, We expect
thou wilt at laft appear to torment us, but we
did not expet thy coming fo foon. Agreeable
to this St Perer tells us, # Gop {pared not the
# angels that finned but caft them down to Hell,
# and delivered them as prifoners into chains
N . - *af
) Matt, viii, 33,
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= of darknefs to be referved unto judgment (2).®
-To the fame purpole St Jude fpeaks, * The
# Angels which kept not their firft eftate, but
'# left their own habitation, he hath referved in
“ everlafting chains under darknefs unto the

* judgment of the great day (4).* What hor-

ribly majeftic figures will thefe be! and what a
dreadful appearance will they make at the bar !
Angcls and Alchangels, Thrones, and Domi--
nions, and Principalities,. and Powers blafted,

ftripped of their primaval glories, and lymg
in ruins ; yet majeftic even 1n ruins, gigantic
forms of terror and deformlty, great though
degraded, horribly illuftrious, angels fallen,
gods undeified and depofed *. '

Now the Judge is feated, and anxious mil-

lions ftand before him waiting their doom. As
yet there is no feparation made between them,
but Men and Devils, Saints and Sinners, are
promifcuoufly blended together. But fee! at -
the order of the Judge” the crowd is all in mo-

‘tion ; ;

(z) 2 Peter ii. 4. . (a) Jude 6.

- the foe of Gob and mas, '
From his dark den, blafpheming, drags his chain,
And rears his brazen front, with thunder fcarr'd;
Receives his fentence, and begins his heil.
All vengeance paff, now feems abundant gracel
Like metcors in a flormy fky, how roll
His baleful eyes | he curfes whom he dreads,
And deems it the firt moment of his fall.

Younc's Night Tlatf‘r‘(r, Ne IX,
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tion; they part, they fort together according
to their character, and divide to the right and
kft. * When all nations are gathered before
# the Son of man,” himfelf has told us, # he
# fhall feparate them one from another as a
# {hepherd divideth his fheep from the goats ;
# and he fhall fet the fheep on his right hand,
% but the goats on the left (4).* And O what
ftrange feparations are now made! what mul-
titudes that once ranked themfelves among the
faints, and were highly efteemed for their piety
by others as well as themfelves, are now ba-
nithed from among them, and placed with the
trembling criminals on the /f# hand! And how
many poor honeft-hearted, doubting, defpond-
ing fouls, whofe foreboding fears had often
placed them there, now find themfelves, to
their agreeable furprife, ftationed on the r/ght
hand of their Judge, who fmiles upon them!
What connections are now broken ! what hearts
torn afunder! what intimate companions, what
dear relations parted forever ! neighbour from
neighbour, matfters from fervants, friend from
friend, parents from children, hufband from
wife 3 thofe who were but one fleth, and who
lay in one another’s bofoms, muft part forever.
Thofe that lived in the fame country, who
fuftained the fame denomination, who wor-
fhipped in the fame place, who lived under one
roof, who lay in the fame womb, and fucked
the fame breafts, muft now part forever. And -

' 1s

(%) Matt, xxv. 32,345
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is there no feparation likely to be made themn in
our families or in our congregation ? Is it likely
we fhall all be placed in-a body upon the right
hand? Are all the members of our families
prepared for that glorious ftation? Alas! are
there not fome families among us wheo it is to

'be feared fhall all be fent off to the k# hand

without fo much as one exception.? for who
are thofe miferable multitudes on the left hand
There, through the medium of Revelation, I
fee the Drunkard, the Swearer, the Whare~
monger, the Liar, the Defrauder, and the va~
rious clafles of profane, profligate Sinners.
There I fee the Unbeliever, the Impenitent, the
lukewarm Formalift, and the various claffes of
Hypocrites and Half-chriftians. There I fee the

 # Families- that call not upon Gop’s Name,*
. and whole nations that forget him. : And Q

what vaft multitudes, what millions of millions
of millions do all thefe make! And do not
fome, alas! do not many-of you belong to one
or other of thefe clafles of finners whom Gop,
and Curist, and Scripture, and Conicience
confpire to condemn? If fo, to the /ft hand
you muft depart among Devils and trembling
criminals whofe ‘guilty -minds forebode their
doom before the judicial procefs begins. But

-who are thofe glorious immortals upon the

right hand ? They are thofe who now mourn
over their {ins, refift and forfake them; they
are thofe who have furrendered themfelves en-

tirely to Gop through Jesus Curist, who have
| ' heartily
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heartily complied with the method of falvation
revealed in’ the Gofpel ; who have been formed
new creatures by the almighty power of. Gop;
who make it the moft earneft perfevering en-
deavour of their lives to work out their own
falvation, and to live righteoufly, foberly, and
godly in the:world. Thefe are fome of the
principal lineaments of their charatter who

1hall have their fafe and honourable ftation at

the right hand of the fovereign Judge? And is
not this .the prevailing charatter of fome of
you? I hope and believe it is. Through the
anedium of fcripture Revelation then I fee you

in that bleffed ftation. And O! I would make

an appointment with you. this day to meet you
there. Yes, let us this day appoint the time
and place where we fhall meet after the fepa-
ration and difperfion that Death will make
among us; and let it be at the right hand of
the Judge at the laft day. If I be fo happy
as to obtain fome humble place there, I fhall
look out for you, my dear people. There I
fhall expéct your company, that we may afcend
together to join in the more exalted fervices
.and enjoyments of Heaven as we have fre-
~quently in the humbler forms of worthip in
the Church on earth. But O! when I think
what unexpected feparations will then be made,
I tremble left I thould mifs fome of you there.
And are not you afraid left you fhould mifs
fome of your friends, or fome of your families
there? or that you fhould then fec them movfcf:
9

e
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off to the Zf¢ hand, and looking back with
eagernefs upon you as if they would fay, * This

‘¢ 1s my doom through your: carelefsnefs ; had
<¢-you but alted a faithful part towards me,
¢ while converfant with you or under your
¢ care, I might now have had my place among
“¢ the faints.” O! how could you bear fuch
fignificant piercing looks from a Child, a Ser=
vant, or a Friend? Therefore now do all in
your power.to * convert finners from the error
4 of their way, and to fave their fouls .from
# death. poo
When we entered upon this practical digref~
fion we left all things ready for the judicial
procefs. And now the trial begins. Now #Gop
# judges the fecrets of men by Jesus Carist(c).*
‘All the works of all the fons of men will then
‘be tried ; # for, fays St Pau/, we muft. all ap-
# pear before the judgment-feat of CurisT,
# that every man may receive the things done
# in the body according to what he hath done,
# whether it be good or whether it be evil (4).*
:St Fobm in his vifion ¥ faw the dead judged ac-
# cording to. their works (¢).* Thefe works
immediately refer to the actions of the life, but.
they may alfo include the inward temper, and
thoughts of the foul, and the words of the
lips ; for all thefe. thall be brought into judg-
ment. * Gob, fays Solomon, will bring every

# work into judgment, and every fecret thing,
! judg ry g

- Vo IL: . ...:Z . . . » whether
' (¢) Rom.ii.16.  (4) 2 Cor.v. 10,
" (#) Rev, xx. 12,13, - . .




438 Tbe smiverfol Yudgment. Serm.2o.

# whether it be good or whether it be evil (f).=
And though we are too apt to think our words
are free, he that is to be our Judge has told us,
that # for every idle word which men fhall
# f{peak they fhall give an account in the day
# of judgment; far by thy words,” as well as
thy aétions, “ thou fhalt be juftified, and by
# thy words thau fhalt be condemned (g).”

- 'Whatftrange difcoveries will this trial make?
what noble difpofitions that never fhone in fuill
beauty to mortal eyes; what generous purpofes
crufhed in embrio for want ofg power to execute
them ; what pious and noble actions concealed
under the veil of modefty, or mifconftructed by
agnorance. and prejudice ; what affeCtionate
afpirations, what devout exercifes of heart
Mf;ich lay operi only to the eyes of omnifcience
are now brought to full light, and receive the
2pprobation of the fupreme Judge before the
aflembled univerfe.? But on the other hand,

what works of thame and darknefs, what hid- -

- den things of difhonefty, . what dire fecrets of
treachery, hypaerify, ' lewdnefs, and various
forms of wickednefs artfuily and dnduftrioufly
concealed from human fight, what'horrid ex-
;})loit,s, of fin now burft to light in all their hel-
ifh colours to the confufion of .the guilty,: and
the aftonithment and horror of the univerfe?
Surely the hiftory of mankind muft: then agr
pear like the Annals of Hell, or the Biography
of Devils! Then the mafk of diflimulition
" (f) Eccles. xii, 14, () Mat. xii. 36,37.

et ¥
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-tnankind fhall be judged by ‘this rule. This
Z 2 . .
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will be torn off.  Clouded charaéters will cleat
up, and men as well as things will appear itt
their true light. Their hearts will be ds 1t weré
turned outwards, and all their fecrets expofed
to full view. The defign of the judicial en-

\quiry will not be to inform the omnif¢tent

-Judge, but to convince all worlds of the jufticé
of his proceedings ; and this defign renders it
neceffary that all thefe things fhould be laid
open to their fight, that they may fe¢ the

- ‘grounds upon which he paffes fentenee. - And

may not the profpect-of fuch a- difcovery fill

‘fome of you with horror? for-many of your .

aCtions, and efpecially of your thoughts, will
not bear the light. How would it confound

“you, if they were now all publithed, even in

‘the fmall circle of your acquaintance? How
then can you bear to have them all fully expofed

“before Gop, Angels, and Men? Will it not
“confound you with thame, and make you ob-

jets of everlafting contempt to all worlds ?--

. Thefe are the facs to be tried. But by what
‘rule fhall they be tried? From the goodnefs

-and juftice of Gop we may conclude that men
“will be judged by fome Rule &nown to them, or
~which at leaft it was in their power to know.

"Now the light of reafon, the law of nature,
- or conicience is an‘univerfal rule, and univer-
‘fally known, or at leaft knowable by all the

“fons of men, Heathens' and Mahometans as
“well as Jews and Chriftians : and therefore all

the
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the corifciences of all now forebode ; * for when

# the Gentiles which have not the law do by

 nature the things contained in the law, thefe
# not having the law, are a law unto them-
# felves, which fhew the works of the law

# written in their hearts, their confcience alfo -

= bearing witnefs, and their thoughts the mean
# while accufing or elfe excufing oné ano-
* ther (b).* By this rule their confciences now
-acquit or condemn them, becaufe they know
that by this rule they. fhall then be judged : this
feems to'be a kind of innate prefentiment of
-human nature. As the Heathens were invin-
«cibly ignorant of every rule but this they fhall
be judged by this only. But as to thofe parts
,of the world that-enjoyed or might enjoy the
-advantages of Revelation, whether by Tradi-

tion with the Ante- Mojaic world, or in the

~writings of Mofes and the Prophets with the
-Jews, or in the clearer difpenfation of the Gof-
pel: with the Chriftian world, they fhall be
qutged by this revealed law. And by how
.much the more perfect the rule, by fo much
.the ftri¢er will their account be. That which
-would be an excufable 1nfirmity in an African
.or an American Indian may be an aggravated
crime in us. who enjoy fuch_fuperior advan-
tages:. This is evident from the repeated de-
_clarations of facred writ. “ As many as have
# finned without the Law,* that is, without
.the written or revealed law, “ fhall alfo perith
2P ‘ .. ¥ withoyt
vl (5) Rom. ii. 14,15, .
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# without the Law ;* and as many as have
finned in the law fhall be judged by the law in
the day when Gop fhall judge the fecrets of
men according to my gofpel (). * If I had not
# come and fpoken unto them, fays the blefled’
* Jesus, they would not have had fin;* that
is, they would not have had fin fo aggravated,
or they-would not have had the particular fin
of unbelief in rejecting the Meffiah : # but now
# they have no cloak for their fin (£);* that is,
now when they have had fuch abundant con-
viction they are utterly inexcufable. * This,
* fays he, 1s the condemnation;* that is, this
is the occafion of the moft aggravated con-
demnation, * that light 1s come into the world,
# and men love darknefs rather than light, be<
% caufe their deeds are evil (/).*  * That fer=
= vant which knew his lord’s will, and prepared
% not himfelf neither did according to his will,
# fhall be bedten with many ftripes; but he
# that knew not, and did commit things wor-
» thy of ftripes,” (obferve, ignorance is no
fufficient excufe except when invincible) # fhall
% be beaten with few ftripes; for unto whom-
# foever much is given, of him fhall be much
% required (m).* Upon thefe maxims of eter-
nal righteoufnefs the Judge will proceed in pro~
nouncing the doom of the world. And ‘it was
upon thefe principles he declared in the days of
his flefh, # that it thould be: more tolerable in
L : y/ 3 = the
(7} "Rom. ii. 12,16. (# John xv. 22.” .
(/) Johniii, 19. . (m) Luke xii. 47,48«
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* the day of judgment for Ssdom and Gomorrab,
“ for Tyre and Sédon,” than for thofe places
that enjoyed the advantages of his miniftry,
and mifimproved it (#). Whether upon thefe
principles Enners among us have not reafon ta.
expect they will obtain an horrid precedence
among the millions of finners in that day I
Ikave you to judge, and to tremble at the
thought, . - ' '
‘There is another reprefentation of this pro-
ceeding which we often meet with in the facred
writings, in allufion to the forms of proceeding
1 human courts. In courtsof law law-books
are referred to, opened, and read for the direc-
tion of the judges, and fentence is pafled accord-
ing ta them, - In allufion to this cuftom Darel
1n vifion faw * the judgment fet, and zbe books.
4 agere opened (0).* And St Jobn had the fame
reprefentation made to him; = I faw the dead,. -
! fays he, {mall and great, ftand before Gop,
#.and the bioks were opened ; and another bwk.
# was opened, which is the book of life, and
* the dead were judged out of the things which
» were written in the books according to their.
# works (p).* _ .
_ Should we purfue this fignificant allufion
we may fay, then will be opened the book of
the law of mature ; and mankind will be tried
according to its precepts, and doomed accord-
jng to its fentence. This is a plain and vaft
S volume
(2) Matt. xi. 21,34, (o) Dan, vii. to.

”) R&V' XX, 13,

3
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volume, open and legible now to all that can
read their own hearts ; that have eyes to look
round upon the works of Gop; which fhew
bis glory and their duty ;. and that have ears to
hear the lectures -which the fun, and moon,
and all the works of creation read to them,
night and day. Then too will be opened the
book of feripture - revelation, in all its parts,

~ both the /aw of Mofes and the gofpel of CurisT;

and according to it will ghofe be judged who
lived under one or other of thefe difpenfations.
Then it will appear that that negletted old-
fafhioned book called the Biblke is not a ro-
manee, or a fyftem of trifling truths, but the
ftandard of life and death to all who had accefs
toit. Then will alfo be opened the book of
Gon’s remembrance. In that are recorded all
the thoughts, words, and aétians, both good
and bad, of all the fons of men; and now the
immenfe account fhall be publicly read before

the affembled univerfe. Then likewife, as a

counter-part to this, will be opened the book
of confcience ; confcience which, though unno-
ticed, writes our whole hiftory as with an iron
pen, and the point of a diamond *. Thea alfo,

Z4 - we -

*0 treachérqus Confcience ! while the feems to ﬂcep ,
On rofc and myrstle, lull'd with Syren foag;
While the feems, nodding o'er her charge, to drop
On headlong appetite the flagkned rein, :
And give us up to licenge unrecall'd,

‘A

Unmaxfk'd'
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we are exprefily told, will be opened the 4ok of
kfe(g), in which are contained all the names
of a?l the heirs of Heaven. This feems to be
an allufion to thofe regifters which are kept in
cities or corporations of the names of all the
citizens or membets who have a right to the
privileges of the fociety. And I know not
what we can underftand by it fo properly as.
the perfet knowledge .which the omnifcient
Gop has, and always had from eternity, of
thofe on whom he purpofed to beftow eternal
life, and whom he has from eternity, as it
were, regiftered as members of the general af-

fembly and church of ‘the firft-born, who are -

written in Heaven, or as denizens of that bleffed
city. Thefe having been all prepared by his
grace in time fhall be admitted into the new
ferufalem in that day of the Lorbp. '
R S Farther,
* Unmark’d — as from behind her fecret fiand
- The fly Informer minutes ev'ry faule,

'And her dread diary with horror fills — !

Unnoted notes éach moment mifapply'd ; -

In léaves more durable than leaves of brafs,

Writes our' whole hiftory ; which Death fhall read ;
In every pale offender’s private ear ; -
And Judgment publi/s, publifh to more worlds

Than this; and endlefs age in groans refound.

Such,’ Sinner, is that fleeper in thy breaft;

- Such is her flumber; and her vengeance fueh

For flighted counfe]l e - :
| < Younc’ Night Thasghts, N° IL

‘i . .{9) Rev.xxz.12,

]
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. Farther, the reprefentation which the crip-:
ture gives us of the Froccedings of that day-
leads us to conceive of witneffes being produced.
to prove the fats. The omniicient judge will-
be a witnefs againft the guilty. # I will come-
“ near to you to judgment, and I will be a fwift
% aitnefs againit the Sorcerers, and againft the:
s Swearers, and againft the Adulterers, and.
# againft thofe that opprefs, and againft’ thofe:
# that fear not me, faith the Lorp of Hofts(r).*
And he will no doubt be a witnefs for his peo-:
ple, and atteft their fincere piety, their intereft-

o I

in CHRisT, -and thofe good difpofitions or ac-.

~ tions which were known only to him. Angels..

alfo who miniftered to the heirs of falvation, "

and no doubt infpected the affairs of mankind: -

will be witneflfes. Devils too who once tempted -
will now become accufers. - Confcience within:
will alfo be a witnefs. 1t fhall acquit the: righ~s
teous of many unjuft imputations, and atteft:
the fincerity.-of their hearts and their many:
ﬁood a&ions: But O it will be the moft terri--

le witnefs againft the ungodly ! They will be:
witnefles againft themfelves (s), and .this: will.
render -them felf-tormentors. Confcience will
re-echo to .the voice of the judge, and cry,.

" Guilty, guilty, to all his accufations. And who-

can make the wicked happy when they torment:
themfelves? Who can acquit them when théy
are felf-condemned ? Confcience, whofe evi-
dence is now fo often_ fupprefied, will :then

. * have
(r) Mal. iii. 5. , () Jothua xxiv. z2. .

. &
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have fydl fcope, and fhall be regarded. Whom
confcience condemns the righteous judge wall
alfo condemn : * for if our hearts condemn us
= Gop is greater than our hearts, and knoweth
= all things (), knoweth many more grounds

for condemning us than we, and therefore

much more will he condemn us. In fhort, fo
full will be the evidence againft the finner that
the fcripture, which is full of ftriking imagery
to affet human nature, - gives hife to inanimate:
things upon this occafion and reprefents them
as fpeaking. Stones and duft fhall witnefs

infk the ungodly.. The duft under the feet
of their minifters K\aﬂ witnefs againft them(x).
‘The ftone fhall cry out of the wall, and the
beam out of the timber fhall anfwer it (x).
The ruft of their gold and filver {fhall be a wit-
nefs againft them, and fhall eat their flefh as it
were fire(y). Nay, the heavens fhall reveal

- their iniquity, and the earth fhall rife up againft
them (z). Heaven and Earth were cafled to

witnefs .that life and death were fet before
them (4), and now they will grve s their evi-
dence that they chofe death. Thus Gop and
all his .Creatures, Heaven, Earth, - and Hell
rife up againft them, accufe, and condemn
them.. :And will not finners accufe and witnefs
- againft. one another? Undoubtedly they- will.

"FThey who: hved or converfed together upon

- ~earth,
Lo '(()"l'johct’iii.«zc:_. i (s} Mattix. 14,0 -
: {x) Hab.ii. 11. (y) Jamesv. 3.

{z) Jobxx.27, - . (4) Deot. xxx 59 > .

-l 3.
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carth, and were fpectators of cach other’s con-
dut, will then turn mutual witnefles againtt
each other, O tremendous thought ! that
friend fhould inform and witnefs againft friend,
~ parents againft children, and children againtt
parents ; minifters againft their ,fiople, and,
people againft their minifters! Alas! what a.
confounding teftimony againit each other muft,
thofe give in who are now finning together! ... -
. Thus the way is prepared for the paffing of,
fentence. The cafe was. always clear to the:
omnifcient Judge, but now it is fo fully difw
cufled and attefted by fo many evidences that.
it is quite plain to the whole world. of creatures.
who can judge only by fuch evidence, and for
whofe convition the formality of a judical
pracefs is appointed, © How long a time thiy
rand couyt will fit we cannot determine, ne,
ﬁas Gop thought fit to inform us; but when,
we confider how particular -the trial will be,
and the innumerable multitude to be tried, it
feems reafonable to fuppof it will be a long
feflion. It is indeed often called a day ; but it 13
evident a day in fuch cafes does not fignify a,
natural day, but the {pace of time allotted for,
tranfa@ing a bufinefs, though it be an hundred
or‘even a thoufand years. Creatures are inca=
able of viewing all things at once, and there~

ore fince the trial, as I qbferved, is intended,

to convince them of the equity of the divinwe
E:oceedings, it is proper the proceedings (hould

particular and Ieifurely, that they may have
time to obferve them. ) . We
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-"We are now come to the grand crifis upon'

which the eternal ftates of all mankind turn;:

¥ mean the paffing the great decifive fentence.
Heaven and earth is all filence and attention,
while the Judge with fmiles in his face and a
.voice fweeter than heavenly mufic turns to the
glorious company on his right-hand and pours
all the joys of Heaven into- their fouls in that
tratd{"{:omng fentence, of which he has gra-
cioufly left us‘a copy, # CoME, YE BLESSED oF
# My FATHER; INHERIT THE KINGDOM PRE-
# PARED FOR YOU FROM THE FOUNDATION OF

# tue WorLp.* Every word is full of em-' -

phafis, full of Heaven, and exaétly agreeable
to the defires of thofe to whom it is addreffed.
They defired, and longed, and languifhed to
be near their Lorp ;- and now their Lorp in-
vites them, CoMe, come near me, and dwell
with me forever.. There was nothing they de-
fired fo much as the blefling of Gop, nothing
they feared fo much as his curfe, and now their’
fears:are ‘entirely removed and their defire fully
aeccomplifhed, for the fupreme Judge: pro-
founces them BLessep-oF nis FaTuer. They
were all poor-in {pirit, moft of them poor in
this world, and all fenfible of their unworthi-
nefs. - How ‘agreeably then are they furprifed
to hear themfelves invited to a Kinepom, in-
vited to i8iERIT a kingdom as princes of the
Blood reyal born to thrones and crowns. How’
will they be loft in wonder, joy, and praife, to’
find that the great Gop entertained thoughts of:
s .. -

- Jover

Ny
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love towards them before they had a being or
the world in which' they dwelt had its founda-
tion laid, and that he was PREPARING 2 king=-
dom for them while they were nothing, une
known even in idea except- to himfelf. O
Brethren, dare any of us expe& this fentence
will be paffed upon us? Methinks the very
thought may overwhelm us. -Methinks our
feeble frames muft be unable to bear up under
the extatic hope of {o fweetly oppreffive a blefs-
ednefs. - O! if this be our fentence in that
day, it is no matter what we fuffer in the inter-
_mediate fpace; that fentence would compenfatp
for all, and annihilate the fufferings of ten
thoufand years.

But hark! another fentence breaks from the
mouth of the-angry Judge like vengeful thun-
der. Nature gives a deep tremendous groan,
the heavens lower and gather blacknefs, the

.earth trembles, and guilty millions fink with
horror at the found' And fee! he whofe words
-are works, whofe fiat produced worlds out of
nothing ; he who could remand ten. thoufand
. worlds into nothing with a frown; he whofe
thunder quelled the infurrection of 1cbel-angels
.in Heaven, and hurled them headlong down,
_down, down to the dungeon of Hell; fee, he
.turns to the guilty crowd on his left hand his
angry countenance difcovers the nghteous in-
dignation that glows in his breaft. - His coun-
tenance befpeaks him inexorable, and that there
is now no room for prayers and tears.” th:V

=~ "the

- BRI 3
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the fweet, mild, mediatorial hour is pat, and
nothing appears but the majefty and-terror of
the Fudge. Horror and darknefs frown upon -
his brows, and vinditive lightenings flath from
his eyes. And now (O! who can hear the
“dreadful found!) he fpeaks, * DEPART FrOM
* Mg, YE CURSED, INTO EVERLASTING FirE
' PREPARED FOR THE DEvVIL ANp HIS AN-
® gers.® O-the cutting emphafis of eve
word! DeparT. Depart from Me; fro
Mz, the Author of all good, the Fountain of
all happinefs. Depart with my heavy all-con-
‘fummg Curse upon you. Depart into FIre,
jnto EVERLASTING fire, into everlafting ﬁx’e
PREPARED, furni(hed with fuel, and blown up
into rage, prepared for THE Devie and mis
‘ANGELs, once your companions in fin, and
now the companions and the executioners of
. ‘your punifhment.

Now the grand period is amved in which
the final everlafting ftates of mankind are un-
changeably fettled. From this all-important
ra their happinefs or miféry runs on in one
“uniform uninterrupted tenor ; no change, no
-gradation, but from glory to glory, in the
fcale of perfetion, or from gulph to gulph in
Hell. This is the dayin whlch all the {chemes
‘of providence carned on for thoufands of years
terminate,

¢ Great day ! for which all other days were made; °
& For which earth rofe from chaos ; manfnomeardt;
- ¢ And an eternity, the date of gods, = -
¢ Defcended on poor earth“created man ! e

T ime
* Yousc's Night Thonghts, N> IX.
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Time was! but is no more! Now all the
fons of men enter upon a duration not to be
meafured by the revolutions of the fun, nor
by days, and months, and years. Now eter-
nity dawns, a day that fhall never fee an even-

ing. And this terribly illuftrious morning i$

folemnized with the execation of the fentence.
No fooner is it pafled than immediately the
wicked ® go away inta everlafting punifhment,

" & but the righteous into life eternal (c)* See

the aftonithed thunder-ftruck multitude on the
left hand with fullen horror and defpair in theit
looks, writhing with agony, crying and wring-
ing their hands, and glancing a wifhful eye
towards that heaven which they loft, dragged
away by devils to the place of execution! fe&
Hell expands her voracious jaws, and fwallows
them up! And now an eternal farewel to earth

~ and all its enjoyments! Farewel to the chearful

light of Heaven! Farewel to hope; that fweet
relief of affliCtion! ‘; o

«——— << Farewel happy ficlds,
- -4 Where joy forever dwells ! -Hail horrors! hait
“ . & Infernal world ! and thou profoundeft Hell,
- '8¢ Receive thy new poffeflors ! wmmm *

"~ .Heaven frowns upon them from above, the

horrors of Hell fpread far and wide around

them, and confcience within preys upon their

hearts. Confcience? - O thou abufeg exafpe-

v : ' - .rated
() Mate, xxv. 46, -2~ Mieton, Book II.
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rated  power that now fleepeft in fo many
breafts, what fevere ample revenge wilt thoa
then take upon thofe that now dare to do thee
violence! O the dire refletions which memory
will then fuggeft! the remembrance of mer-
cies abufed! of a Saviour flighted! of means
and -opportunities of falvation neglected and
loft! this remembrance will fting the heart like
a fcorpion. But O eternity! eternity! with
what horror will thy name circulate through
the vaults of Hell! eternity in mifery! no end
o pain! no hope of an end! O this is the hell
of Hell! this is the parent of defpair! defpair -
the direft ingredient of mifery, the moft tor-
' menting paffion which devils feel. . But let us
.view a more delightful and illuftrious fcene.

.. See the bright and triumphant army march- -
ing up to their eternal home under the conduct
~ of the Captain of their falvation, where

& fhall ever be with the Lorp (d)* as happy as
their nature in its higheft improvements is ca-
pable of being made. With what thouts of
joy and triumph do they afcend! with what
fuolime hallelujahs do they crown their deli-.
verer | with what wonder and joy, with what
p'»2ing horror, like one that has narrowly
efciped fome tremendous precipice, do they
* Jock back upon what they once were ! once
mean, guilty, depraved, condemned finners!
af’erwards imperteét, broken-hearted, fighing,
wecpiny faints! but now innocent, holy, hap-
- Py, glorious immortals ! s “ Are

: (4) 2 Thefiidv. 170 - T
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. s Are thefe the forms that moulder’d in the duft?
~ % O the tranfcendent glories of the juft:!”® . .

* Now with what pleafure and rapture do the

look forward through the long, long prof]

of immortality, and call it their own! the du-
ration not only of their exiftence but of their
happinefs and glory! O fhall any of us fhare
in this immeniely valuable privilege:! how im-
menfely tranfporting the thought! .

Shall we, who fome few yearsago were lefs |

"“Than worm, or mite, or thadow can exprefs ;
' Were nothing; fhall we live, when every fire
 Of every flar fhall languith or expire? -

When carth’s no more, fhall we furvive above, -
* " And through the fhining ranks of angels miove 2"
“  Or, as before the throne of Gop we ftand,

. See new worlds rolling from his mighty hand -

. All that has Being in full concert join, . .
.. And celebrate the depths of love divine ! +

.

~ O what exploits, what miracles of power
and grace are thefe! But why do Idarken fuch.
fplendors with words without knowledge? The
language of mortals was formed for lower de-
feriptions.  “ Eye hath not feen, ear has not
% heard, nor have entered into the heart of man
- Vor. I Aa # the

® Youse's Laff Day, Book IIL.
4 Youna's Lgf Day, Book IT,

.~
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* the things that Gos hath laid up for them
“ that lovehim (e)* . - . - = - .
And now when the inhabitants of our world,
for whofe fake 1t was formed, are all removed
to other regians, -and it is left a wide extended:;
defert; what. remains, but that it alfo meet its,
fate ? It:is fit fo guilty a globe that had been:
the ftages of fin for!fo many thoufands of years,’ o
and: which'even fupported the: crofs on which:
its Maker expiredy fhould be made a-monu-.
ment of the divine difpleafure, and either be
laid in rfains; or yefimed by fire. “And:fee! the
univerfal blaze begins1 4 the heavens pafs away
* with a great. noife ;- the elements melt with
“ fervent heat ; the earth and the works that .
“ are therein are burat up(f).*. Now ftars -
rufh from their erbits; comets glare ,ﬁ he earth
trembles with convulfions ; the 4Jps, the Aides,
and all the Tofty ; é%s' "or long ‘extended ridges
of mouiitaihs gurﬂ' out mto fo idny burning
Atnas, or thundeér, and lighten, 4nd fmoke,
and flame, and quake like Siai-~whei Gop
defcended upon it to publith his fiery law.
Rocks nrelt and runt dowii in torréidts of flame ;
rivets; lakes, and oceans beil dind evaporate..
Sheets of, fire and' pillars of fmoke; outrage-.
ous anid infufferable’thunders ard- lightnings
burtt, “imd bellow, and Blaze; and involve the
atimofphére from “pole to pole %.: - The wholé
.40 Loia S g]obe
(e) 1 Cor. ii. g. A f) z\Pgt.Jii.‘l;q_._ .
® See all the formidable fons of Fire, © 7 |
Eruptions, Earthquakes,”Contets, Lightnings play -
: Their
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glabe is now: diffolved into a fhorelefs ocean of
liquid fire. ~ And where now fhall we find the
places where cities ftood, where armies fought,
where mountains ftretched “their ridges, and

3

reared their heads on high? Alas! they are all -

loft, and have left no traces béhind them where

they oncé ftood. Where art thou, O my

Country? Sunk with the reft, as 4 drop into -

the burning ocean. Wheré now are your

houfes, your lands, and ' thofe earthly poflef-
fions you were once fo fond of ? They are no"

where-to be found. How foriy a portion for
an immortal mind is fich a dying world as’
this! And O! Lo

i

¢ How rich ,thp't Gobp wh:i;v éﬁl_ll fuch chafgé. defray, .

¢ And bear-to fling ten thpufgx}d worlds awa}»}:%s,‘,f s

- "Thus, my Brethren, I have given you a view-
of - the folemnities of the Jaft day which' our
world fhall fee. The view has indeed been but.
very faint-and obfcure ; and -fuch will be -all
our views and defcriptions of it, till our éyes
and our ears teach- usbetter. Through thefe
dvenues ' you. will at length: receive .your in-
ftru€tions. ‘ ‘Yes, Brethren, thofe ears that now
hear my voice fhall hear the:all-alarming clan-
gor of the laft trumpet, the decifive fentence
from the mouth of the univerfal Judge, and
. T Aa 7 the

. " Their various engines ; all at bnééd;fcharge card '

- % Their blazing magazines ; aiid take by form

' - 'This poor rerrefrial citadel of man. o ;
> , Youne's N:fgh Thoughts, N° IX.
* Younq's Lef Day, Book IIL.

\
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the horrid crath of falling worlds, | Thefe very -
-eyes with which you how fee one another fhall
yet fee the defcending judge, the affembled -
multitddes, and all the majeftic’ phiznomena
of that'day. And we fhall not fee them as .
indifferent fpectators ; no, 4we ‘are as much
concerned in this great tranfaltion as any of -
the children of men.. #%e muft all appear be-
fore the judgment-feat, and receive our fentence
according to the deeds done in the body. And
if fo, what are we doing that we are ot more -
diligently preparing " Why does not the pro--
fpect aﬁg&* us more ? Why ddes it.not tranfport

the righteous with # joy unfpeakable’ and full’

# of glory(g)i* And whHy are not the * fin-
# ners in Zion afraid ? Why does not fearful-
«- wefs furprife the hypocrites () ¥ Can one of
you be carelefs from this hour - till you are in.
readinefs for that tremendous day? .

What do the finners among’ you now think.
of Repentance? Repentance is the grand pre-.
parative for this awful day ; and the apoftle,
as I obferved, mentions the. fina} judgment in
my text as a powerful motive to repentance,
And-what will criminals think of . Repentance.
when they fee the Judge afcend his: throne?.
Come, Sinners, look forward and fee.the flam-

- ing tribunal erected, your;crimes expofed, your

doom pronounced, -and your. hell begun ; fee

an whole. world demolifhed, and ravaged b

boundlefs conflagration for your. fins! Wit
(g) 1Peteri.8, ' "(b) Mabahixxisf. 14,
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thefe objects before you I call you to repent. I
call you? I retralt the words : Gop, the great
Gop whom Heaven and Earth obey, commands
you to repent. Whatever be your characters,
whether rich or poor, old ‘or young, white or

-black, wherever you fit or ftand, this com-

mand reaches you ; “ for Gop now commandeth
* all men every where to repent.* You are this
day bound to this duty by his authoritz. And
dare you difobey with the profpect of all the
awful folemnities of judgment before you in
fo near a view? O! methinks I have now
brought you into fuch a fituation that the often
repeated but hitherto negleted call to repent- -
ance will be regarded by {;}u. Repent you muft,

in Hell. You muft either
fpend your #ime or your efernsty in repentance.
It is abfolutely unavoidable. Putting it off now
does not remove the neceflity, but will only ren-
der it the more bitter and fevere hereafter. Which
then do you choofe? the tolerable, hopeful, me-
dicinal repentance of the prefent life, or the in-
tolerable, unprofitable, defpairing repentance of
Hell? Will you choofe to fpend time or eternity
in this melancholy exercife: O! make the choice
which Gop, which reafon, which felf-intereft,
which common fenfe recommend to you, Now
repent at the command of Gob, * becaufe he

. ® hath appointed a day in which he will judge

# the world in righteoufnefs, by that man whom
* he hath ordained, of which he hath given you

- all full aflurance in that he raifed him from

# the dead® AMEN.
Aaj SERMON
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The one Thmg needful
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A'nd ]Esvs dnfwered and ﬁzzd unto ber, Martha,
- Martha, ‘thou art careful and troubled about
many Things ; BuT ONE THING IS NEEDFUL.
" And Mary bath chofen that good part wbzpb

; jZmll not 63 taken away j'rum ber.

ﬁ)@i%%@% OR what are we placed i ﬂus
Fo § world ? Ts it to dwell here always ?
.You canpot think fo; when the mil-
§$€)ﬁ§3§  lions of marnkind that have appeared
7" ‘upon the ftage of time are fo man
inftances of the contrary.- The true notion
therefore of the prefent flate is that it is a'ftate
gﬁeﬁparatxon and ftrial for the eternal world ;
’ of .edycation for our. adult” age, As
.Chnldrcn arg fent to fchool, and Youth bound
out to trades to prepare ‘them for bufinefs, and
qualify them to live in the world, fo we are
placed here. to prepare us for the ‘grand bufi-
. nefs of 1 immortality, the ftate of - our matuhty, '
A'da 4 - and

.7
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and to qualify us to live forever. And is there
an heaven of the moft perfett happinefs and an
‘hell-of the moft exquifite mifery juft before us,
perhaps not a year or even a day diftant from
us? And is it the great defign, the bufinefs and
duty of the prefent ftate to obtain the one and
efcape the other? Then what arc we doing?
‘What is the world doing all around us? Are
they acting as it becomes candidates .for eter~
ity ? Are they indeed makin§ that the princi-
pal object of their moft zealous endeavours,
which is the grand defign, bufinefs, and duty
of the prefent ftate? Are they minding this at
all adventures whatever elfe they negle¢t? This
is what we might expe& from them as reafon-
able creatures, as creatures that love themfelves,
and have a ftrong innate defire of happinefs. This
- a ftranger to our world might charitably pre-
fume concerning them. But, alas! look upon
the conduét of the world around you, or look
nearer home, and where you are- more nearly
interefted, upon your own. conduét, and you
will fee this is not generally the cafe. No, in-
ftead of - purfuing the one Thing needful the
world is all in motion, all buftle and hurry,
like ants upon a mole-hill, about other affairs, -
‘They are in a ftill higher degree than officious
‘Martha * careful and troubled about man
* things* Now to recal you from this cndlcfzgr
variety of vain purfuits and dire® your endea-
vours to the proper obje&t, I can think of no
‘better expedient than'to explain and inculcate ,
R upon
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upon you the admonition of Curist to Aar-
f ,('land his commendation of Mary upon this
ead. B
Martha was the head of a little family, pro-
bably a widow, in -a village - near Ferufalem,
called Betbany. - Her brother and fifter, Lazarus
-and Mary, lived along with her.. - And-what is
wremarkable concerning this little family is that
they were all-Lovers of Jesus. "And their love
was not without retirns on his fide; for we
are exprefsly told that:# Jesus loved Marzha,
* and her fifter, and Lazarus* What an hap-
’g_vy family is this! but O how rare in the world !
“This was a convenient place. of retirement ‘to
“Jesus after the labours and fatigues of his mj-
‘niftry in the-city : and here we oftei find him.
‘Though fpent and exhaufted - with his public
fervices, yet when -he gets into the circle of &
few friends in a private houfe he cannot be
idle. He ftill inftruéts them with his heavénly
difcourfe, and his converfation is a conftant
fermon. , who was paffionately devout
and eager for mftruction, would not let fuch
a rare opportunity flip, but fits down at the
feet of- Sns‘ great Teacher, which was the pof~
ture of the-Jewith Pupils before their Mafters ¥,
-and eagerly catches every word from  his lips,
. from which dropt knowledge fweeter than ho-
‘ney from the honey-camb. Though the is fo--
licitous for the comfort of her heavenly gueft,
- . ‘.",. S R Do yet
" ® Hence §t Paul's cxprefion, that he was brooght up af the fuut
of Gamaliel, :
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yet fhe makes no great ftir to provide. for him
#n elegant or fumptuous entertainment; for
the knew his happinefs did not confift in luxu-
rioys egting .and dripking ; it was his “ meat
= and s d.ri,aﬂ, do,the will of’ his Father g

k to
and as for the fuftenance  of 'his. body, plain.

food was moft acceptable to him. ; He was not
willing that any fhould lofe their fouls by lofing
opportupities of inftruttion, while they werg
making (umptaous provifion for him. ~ Mary
was alfo fo deeply angaged about her; flyation
thag the was nobly carelefs about :the Little. de-
cencigs.of gptertaipments. ;Tht;rhqgt{;,and all
ats {fupposts and gratifications appeared of ver
Jdmall importance to her when compared Wxg
sthe immortal fou). | O! jf that be byt fed with
4he words of cternal,life it js enqugh- Al this
4hg did with CursT’s warm approbiation, and
3heygfore her. conduét is an example worthy of
o4z imitation. And if it were ipitated-it would
happily,reform. that prid, luxary,; exceffive der
Jicacy, and-multiform gxtravagance which have

Crept-an ypon us under the ingratatip :
of Pofitents, Decaney, Holpitabiy sgoq O,
couomy,. and 1 know.niot what., Thefe guilty
Superfluities and refinements render. the life of
Jome.acquife of idolatry fo fo fordid a god as
thaiy: bellies, and that of others a ourfe of
-‘213; Jﬁbﬂﬂouﬁy and gxpeniive tnfmg..-But to
FOBNg e e o o
:. Martba, though a pious worhan, yet like
100 many among .us, was_too falicitous at;@l}t
T T thele

o e w e daa = — s mn ee
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thefe things. . She feemed ‘more’ cbncerned to
maintain her reputation for good Oeconomy and
Hofpitality than toimprove in divine knowledge
at every opportunity; and to entertain her gueft
rather as a Gentleman: than as a divine Teachep
and the Saviour of fouls. - Henee; inftead of
fitting at his feet with her fifter: in the pofture
of ‘a humble diféiple,- fhe was 'bufy.in maki
preparations, and-her mind was diffradedwith
the cares of her family. As moderate labour
and care about earthly things is lawful, and
even a duty, perfons afe not readily fufpicious
or eafily convinced of their guilty excefies il
thefe 1abours and cares. Hence Martha is:fo
far from condemning herfelf on: this accodnt
that fhe blames her devout fifter for:not:fol=
lowing her example. - Nay, 'fhe has the confi-
dence to complain-to CurisT himfelf of her
negle€t, and that in language too that founds
fomewhat rude and irreverent. * Careft thou
# not that my fiftér hath left me to ferve alont =
Art thou fo partial as to fuffer her'to develve
all the trouble upon me while fhe fits idle at
thy feet? . ftfe B
Esus turns upon her with juft feverity, and -
_thr'!)v'vs the blamgowhere it thould lie. * Mar<
“ tha, Martha,* there is a vehemenece:and pims
gency in the repetition, # Martha, Martba, thod
“ art careful and troubled about 'munz;hings:f“-
¢ Thy worldly mind has mariy objes, and
* many objects excite many caves zmgl troubles,
“ fruitlefs troubles and ufclef§ cares, Thy “iﬁ;
¢ . [ efs
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« J¢fs ‘mind-, is fcatrered among a thoufand
¢ things, and toffed from one to another with
s an endléefs variety of anxieties. But let me
s colleét thy thoughts and cares to one point,
* a point- where they fhould all terminate:
b (:l“ 'I?u'mgl 18 NB{%DFUL ™ l‘;) and thql:fore
s¢ droppini exceffive care about many things
st mafcthglsmi Thing the great objedt of thy
#¢ purfuit, Thisone thing is what thy, fifter is
« now attending to, while thou art.vainly care-
¢ ful abont many things, and therefore inftead
s of blaming her condu& I muft approve it.
#¢ She has made the beft choice, for Xxe # hath
# chofen that good part, which fhall not be ta-
« ken away from her. < After all thy care
« and labour the things of this vain world
« muft be given up at laft, and loft forever,
« But Mary hath made a. wifer choice, the
e pbnion fhe hath chofen thall be hers forever;
¢ 1t thall never be taken away from her.”
«; But what does CuRr1sT mean by this one
Thing which alone is needful?

1 I anfwer, We may learn what he meant by
the occafion and circumitances of his fpeaking,
He mentions " this one thing in an admonition
to Martha for exceflive worldly care. and the

negle of an.o portunit‘y for promoting her

falvation ;. and he exprefsty oppofes this one
thing'to the. many things which engroffed het”
care, and therefore it muft mean fomething
different: from and fuperior to all the purfvits
of time.. This-one thing is_that which Mary
St , | ©Wwas

S
Lo
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was o much concerned about while attentively ..
liftening to his inftructions. And what can ;
that be but Salvation as the end, and Holinefs ,
as the means, or a-proper eare- of the foul?,
This is that which: is. oppofite and fuperior to-
the many cares of life. :: This is . that which,
Mary was attending to and purfuing ; and I,
may add, this is:that good part which Mary had ;
chofen, which fhould never be taken -away,
from her ; for thatigood part which Mary had:
chofen feeins intended by CurisT .fo explain:
what he meant by the. one;thing needful. There~,
fore the one THING NEgDFUL muft mean the,
falvation of the foul, and an earneft application
to the means neceflary to obtain this end- above.
all other things in the world. To be holy in
order to be happy ; to pray, to hear, to medi-,
tate, and ufe all the means of grace appointed.
to produce or cherifh holinefs in us; to ufe
thefe means with conftancy, frequency, earneft-,
nefs, and zeal; to ufe them diligently whatever,
elfe be negletted, ar to make all other things
lgli\_re ‘way 1n comparifon of this; this I appre~
- hend is the ome Thing needful which CHrisT.
here intends ; this is that which: is abfolutely,
neceflary, neceflary above all other things, and,
neceffary forever. The end, namely, falvation, -
will-be granted by all to be neceffary, and the,
neceflity of the end renders the means alfo ne-
ceffary. - If it be neceflary you fhould be for-
ever happy, and efcape everlafting mifery, it is
neceflary you fhould be holy ; for you can no
‘ i o ' ‘ "~ more
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more bé faved without holinefs than you can
bé healthy without health, fee without light,
or live without food. 'And if holinefs be ne-
ceflary, then the earneft ufe of the means ap- -
pointed for the produttion ahd improvement
of -holinefs in us muft be neceffary too ; for
you can:nio more expect 10 become holy with-
out-the ufe of thef¢ means ‘than to reap with-
out fowing, br-become traly virtuous and good
by chance or fatality.: !Ta be holy in order to.
be happy, and to ufe all the means of grace in
order- to be holy, is:therefore the one- thing-
needful: - > ¢ oo B
. But why'is-this concern which is fo complex -
called ome thing ? SRR S
- Tanfwer: ’Ighough falvation and holmefs iri-:
clude vdrous ingredients, and thouigh the:
means of grace are various, yet they may be
all taken collé@ively and called one thing ; that-

15; one great bufinefs, oneimportant obje@ of

purfuit, in which all our endeavours and aims
fhotild center and termimate. It is alfo faid to
be oze in oppofition to thie maxy things that are
the objects of a worldly mind. This world
owes its vaiiety in a great meafure to contra-
diction 4nd inconfiftency: There is no har-
mohy of ‘vhity in the earthly objefts of mens
purfuits, fior 1n the means they ufe to fecure
them. Riches, honours, and pleafures gene-
rally clath. If a man will be rich he muft re-
ftrain himfef in the pleafures of gratifying his
¢ager. appetites, and perhaps ufe fome mean
AEREE _ artifices
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artifices that may ftain his honout. “Ifhewould®
be honotirable h mioft often e prodigal of his
riches, and abftain {rof fome fordid pleafures. -
1f he would have the full énjoyment of fenfual
pleafurgs he ‘muift "oftén’ fquandet away his,
. riches, “and injure his Hohour to procure them.
The Iufs of ‘men’as well as ‘their objets are’
alfo various and ‘contradi®ory. Covetoultiefs
and Senfuality, Pridé and Tranquillity, Envy’
and the L.qve of eafé; ‘arid. a thoufand jarrin

ﬁgf{iah's‘;ldaintain a conftafit fighit i the finer’s
breaft: " The means for" gratifying ithefe lufts

are likewile contrary s fometimes truth, fome-
times falthood, fometimes indolence, fometimes
action and labour are neceflary. In thefe things
there.is no upity of defighi, no. confiftency of
 Thedns, but the finner is-properly difracted,
- drawn this way'and fhat,’ toffed from Wave to
wave, and there Is io fteadinéfs or uttiformity
in his purfuits. ‘But the work ¢f falvation i§
one, the means and the ‘end correfpond, and
the means are confiftent orie with another, and
t}lerre%}p'.ihe whole, thoiigh conlifting of many
parts, may be faid to be'one. © T :
It may, alfo be called the one thing needful, to
intimate that  this’ 1s needful above all other
things,, It:s a commio form of fpeech to fay
of,, that ‘which is neceffary above’ all other
things, that if is the e or oy thing neceflary :
{o we may underftand this paffage. ~ There are
wahat ﬁ@galj the neceflaries of life, fuch as food
‘pnd raiment ; there are alfo neceffary’ ‘callmgg

and
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and neceflary labours. All thefe are neceflaryina
lower fenfe ; neceflary in their proper place. But
in comparifon of the great work of our falvation
they are all unneceffary ; if we be but faved

we may do very well without them all. " This
is fo neceflary that nothing elfe deferves to be

called neceffary in comparifon of it. .

This fhews you alfo not only why this is

called oe thing, but why or in what onﬁ: itis

faid to be neceffary. It is of abfolute and incom-

parable neceflity. " There is no abfolute neceflity
to our happinefs that we thould be rich or ho--
nourable ; nay, there is no abfolute neceflity
that we fhould live in thi§ world at all, for we
may live infinitely more happy in another. And
if Iife itfelf be not abfolutcl};' neceflary, then
much lefs are food, or raiment, or health, or
any of thofe things which in a lower fenfe we
call the necefaries of life. In comparifon of
this they are all needlefs. I.add farther, this
one thing may be faid to be neceflary, becaufe
it is neceffary ahways, or forever. The necefla-
ries of this life we cannot want long, for we
muft foon remove into a world where there is
no room for them, but holinefs and falvation
we fhall find needful ahways; needful under the
calamities of life, needful in the agonies of
death, needful in the world of fpirits, needful
millions of ages hence, needful to all eternity,
and without it we are eternally undone. -, This
is a neceffity indeed ! a neceffity in comparifon
of which all other neceflaries are but fupers
fluities. S |
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I hope by this fhort explication I have cleared
the way through your underftandings to your
hearts, and to your hearts I would now addrefs

-myfelf. However folemnly I.may fpeak upon
- this interefting fubject you will have more rea-

{fon to blame me for the deficiency than for the
excefs of my zeal and folemnity. I hope I have
entered this facred-place to-day with a fincere
defire to do fome fervice to your immortal fouls
‘before Ileave it. And may I not hope you
have come here with a defire to receive fome
advantage? . If not, you may number this
feeming act of religion among the fins of your
life, you have come here to-day to fin away thefe
facred -hours in hypocrify, and a profane

" mockery of the great Gop. But if you are

willing to receive any benefit hear attentively,
hear that your fouls may live. ,
.. My firft requeft to you is *, that you would
make this paffage the teft of your charaéters;
and ferioufly enquire whether you have lived
in the world, as thofe that really. and practi-
cally believe that this is the one thing of abfo-
lute neceffity? Are not all the joys of Heaven
and your immortal fouls worth the little pains
of ferioufly putting this fhort queftion to your
confciences? Review your life, look into your
.Vou II... - Bb - hearts,

~ # Many of the'following fentiments, as to the fabftance of them,
are borrowed from Mr Baxter’s excellent Difcourfe, intitled, 4
Saint or a Brates and 1 know no better pattern for a Minifter to
follow'in his addrefs to finners than that flaming and fuccefsful
Ppreacher, ‘
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bearts, and enquire has this one thing hin. -

more ‘upon your hearts than all other things
together ? Has this been above all other things
the object of your moft vehement defire, your
moft earneft endeavours, and eager purfuit? I
do. not atk whether you have feerd or read that
this one thing is neceffary, or whether you
have fometimes za/ked abour it. ' I do not afk
whether you have paid to Gop the compliment
of appearing i his houfe once a week, or of
performing him alittle lip-fervice morning and
evenipg in your families, or in your clofets,
after you have ferved yourfelves and the world
all the reft of your time without one affec-
tionate " thought of Gop. Nor do I enquire
whether in a pang-of horror after the commife
fion of fome grofs fin. yott have tried to make
confcience ealy by a.few prayers and‘tears, of
which you form. an opiate to caft you again
into a dead fleep in fin. Idonotatk you:whe-
ther you have gerfopmed many attions that are
materially good, and abftained from many fins.

All this you may have done, and’ yet have neg.

lected the one thing. needfil all your liyes.

But I atk you whether this one thing needful
has be‘e’n,habitualg uppermoft in your hearts;
the favourite object
of ‘your moft vigorous-endeavours, the fupreme
happinefs-of your fouls, and the principal ob+-
ject of your concern above. all things in the

world ? Sirs! you.miay now hear this queftion -

with ftupid unconcern. and indifferency, but I
_ mutt

o -

of your defires, the prize

g~ =¥ .

-

e e - ——e .
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muft tell you you will find another day how
much depended upon it. In that day it will

_be found that the main difference between

true Chriftians and the various clafles of finners
1s this: Gop, Curist, Holinefs, and the con-
cerns of Eternity are habitually uppermott in
the heart of the former; but to the latter they
are Fcnerally but things by the by, afid thé
world engrofies the vigour of their fouls, and is
the principal concern of their lives. To ferve
Gop, to obtain his favour; and to be happy
forever in his love, is the main bufinefs of the
‘Saint, to which all the concerns of the world
‘and the flelh muft give way; but to live in
eafe, in reputation, in pleafure or riches, of
to gratify himfelf in the purfuit and eiijoyment

- of fome created good, this is the main cofi¢ern

‘of the finnet.. The ohe ‘has made an he

refignation of - himfelf and aJl' that he is and
has to Gop through Jesus CurisT: he
ferves him with ‘the beft, and thinks nothing
too good for him. But the other has his ex-
‘ceptions and referves: he will ferve Gop, pro-
vided it nray confift with his eafe, and pleafure,

and temporal intereft : he will fetve Gop with.
"abended knee and the external forms of devo-
tion, but with the vigour of his fpirit he fefves

the world and his fleth.  This is the grand
difference between a true Chriftian and the va-

rious forms of Half-chriftians and Hypocrites.
-And certainly ‘this is a difference that may be

difcerned. The tenor of a man’s practice and
' Bbz2 - -+ the
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the objet of his love, efpeciafly of his higheft
love and pra@ical eftcem, muft certainly be
very diftingtuifhable from a thing by the by,
and from the object of a languid paflion or
meer {peculation. Therefore if you make but
an impartial trial you have reafon to hope you
will make a juft difcovery of your true charac-
ter : ‘or-if you cannot make the difcovery your-
felves.call in the afliftance of others. Afk not
your worldly and fenfual neighbours, for they
are but poor judges, and they will flatter you
in:felf-defence; but afk your pious friends
whether you have fpoke and aéted like perfons
that pradtically made this the one thing need-
ful.. They can tell you what fubject you talked
moft ferioufly about, what purfuit feemed to
lie. moft cupon your. hearts, and chiefly to ex-
hauft; your- actwvity. .. Brethren, I befeech you
by one.means or. other to bring this matter to
an iflue,, and let it hang. in fufpenfe no longer.
‘Why are you-fo_indiﬂgcrent how this matter
ftands with you? Is it becaufe you imagine
you may be true Chriftians and obtain falvation
however this matter be with you? But be not
deceived : -* no man can ferve two mafters,”
.whofe commands are contrary ; and “ ye can-
* not ferve Gop and Mammon® with a fervice
equally devoted to both. # If any man love
*# the world* with fypreme affeCtions * the love
* of the Father is not in him (2). * Be not
“ deceived, Gob is'not mocked ; -whatfoever a

: ' “ man

(a) 1 Johnii, 15, -
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**" man foweth that hall hereap; if you fow tothe
s flefh, of the fleth you fhall reap corruption :
** a miferable harveft indeed} But if you fow
* to the fpirit you fhall of the fpirit reap ever-
s lafting life (5).* Therefore you ma ge fure
that “ if you live after the fleth you fhall die;*
and that you can never enjoy the one thing nieed-
_ful unlefs you mind and purfue it above all
other things. '

But I fhall not urge you any farther to try
yourfelves by this teft. I take it for granted
the confciences of fome of you have determined
the matter, and that you are plainly convicted
of having hitherto negle@ed the one thing
needful. Allow me then honeftly to expofe
your conduét in its proper colours, and tell you-
what you have been doing while you were bufy
about other things ahd neglecting this one
thing needful. :

1. However well you have improved your
time for other purpofes you have loft it all, un-
lefs you have improved it in fecuring the one
thing needful. The proper notion of time is,
that it is a {pace for repentance. Timeis given
us to prepare for eternity. - If this is done we
have lived long enough, and the great end of
time and life is anfwered, whatever elfe be un-
done. But if this be undone you have lived -

-in vain, and all your time is loft, however bu-

fily and fuccefsfully you have purfued other

‘things. Though you have ftudied yourfelves

R - Bb g : - pake
‘7 (B) Gal.vi. 7,8,
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pale to furnith your minds with knowledge ;
though you have fpent the night and the day
in heaping up riches, or climbing up to the pin-
nacle of honour, and not loft an hour that
might be turned to your advantage, yet you.
have been moft wretchedly fooling away your
time, and loft it all, if you have not laid it out
‘in fecuring the one thing needful. And, believe
me, time 1s a precious thing. So it will appear
in a dying hour, or in the eternal world, to
the greateft fpendthrift of time among you.
Then, O for a year, or even a week or a day,
to fecure that ome zbing which you are now
negle¢ting. And will you now wafte your
time while you enjoy it? Shall fo precious a -
bleffing be loft ? By this calculation how many
days, how many years have you loft forever 2
for is not that loft which is fpent in croffing
the end for which it was given you? Time was
given you to fecure an eternity of happinefs,
but tyou have fpent it in adding fin to fin, and
confequently in treafuring up wrath againft the
day of wrath. And is not your time then a
thoufand times worfe than loft? Let me tell
you, if you continue in this courfe to the end
you will wifh a thoufand times either that you
never had one hour’s time given you or that you
had made a better ufe of it. ’

2. Whatever elfe you have been doing you.
have loft your labour with your time, if you
have not laboured above all things for this one
thing needful.  No doubt you have been bufy

- | .., about
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about fomething all your life, but you might as
well have been 1dle.  You have been bufy in
doing nothing. You have perhaps toiled thro’

. many anxious and laborious days, and your

nights have fhared in the anxieties and labours
of your days, But if you have not laboured
for ‘the one thing neceffary all your labour and
all the fruits of 1t are loft. Indeed Gop may
have made ufe of you for the good of his
Church or of your country, as we make ufe of
thorns and briars to ftop a breach, or of ufelefs
wood for firing to warm our families, but as
to any lafting and folid advantage to yourfelves
all your labour has been loft. . :

_ But this is not all. Not only your fecular
Jabour is loft, but all your toil and . pains, if
you have ufed any in the duties of Religion,
are loft likewife. Your reading, and hearing,
and praying, and communicating, all your fe-
rious thoughts of death and eternity, all your
ftruggles with particular lufts and temptations,
all the kind offices you have done to mankind, .
all are loft, fince you have performed them by
halves with a lukewarm heart, and have not
made the one thing needful your great bufigels
and purfuit. All thefe things will net fave
you, and what is that religion good for which
will not fave your fouls ? What do thofe reli-

’ §ious endeavours avail which will fuffer you to

all into Hell after all? Certainly fuch Religion
isvain. ' :

And now;, my Hearer's, do yéu believe this, .
. ‘ Bbg4 or
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do you not? If you do, will you, dare-you
fill go on in the fame courfe? If you do not
believe it let me reafon the matter with you a
little. You will not believe that all the labour
and pains you have taken all your life have
- been quite loft : no, you now enjoy the fruits
of them. But fhew me now if you can what
you have gotten by all the ftir you have made
that will follow you one ftep beyond the grave,
or that you can call your own to-morrow ?
Where is that fure immortal acquifition that
you can carry with you into the eternal world ?
‘Were you to die this hour would it afford 'you
~ any pleafure to refleCt that you have lived a
merry life and had a fatiety of fenfual pleafures,
or that you have laboured for Riches and Ho-
nours, and gerhaps acquired them? Will this
refleétion afford you pleafure or pain? Will
this abate the agony of eternal pain, or make
up for the lofs of Heaven which you wilfully
. incurred by an over-eager purfuit of thefe pe-
rifhing vanities ? : -

Do you not fee the extravagant folly, the
diftracted phrenzy of fuch a conduét? Alas!
while you are negleCting the one thing needful
what are you doing but fpending your time
and labour in laborious idlenefs, honourably
~ debafing yourfelves, - delightfully tormenting
yourfelves, wifely befooling yourfelves, and fru-
gally impoverifhing and ruining yourfelves for-
ever? A child or an idiot riding upon a ftaff,
building their mimic houfes, or playing with a
: - feather,
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feather, are not fo foolifh as you in your conduct,
while you are fo ferioufly purfuing the affairs
of time and neglecting thofe of eternity. Bat,

* "3. Thisis notall: all your labour and pains
thave not only been loft while you have neg-
lected this one thing, but you have taken pains
to ruin yourfelves, and laboured hard all your
lives for your own deftruction. To this you
'will immediately anfwer, “ Gop forbid we
¢ fhould do any thing to hurt ourfelves! we
¢ were far from having any fuch defign.” But
the queftion is not what was yeur defign? but

- what is the unavoidable confequence of your, -

conduét, according to the nature of things,
‘and the unchangeable conftitution of Heaven?
:Whatever you defign in going on in fin, * the
# wages of fin is Death,” eternal death. You
may indulge a carnal mind and walk after the
fleth, and yet hope no bad confequence will
‘follow ; but Gop has told you that * to be
~# carnally minded is Death,* and that if you
live after the fleth you fhall die. - The Robber
‘on the highway has no defign to be hanged,
“but this does not render him a jot fafer.
“Therefore defign what you will it is certain
‘you are pofitively deftroying yourfelves while
‘your labours about other things hinder you
‘from purfuing the one thing needful. And
'does not this thought fhock you, that you
dhould be acting- the part of enemies againft
“yourfelves, the moft perricious and deadly ene-
‘mies to yourfelves in the whole univerfe? No
- . . ‘ en_emy
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enemy in the whole univerfe could do you that
injury without your confent which you are
doing to yourfelyes. To tempt you to fin is
all the devil can do, but the temptation alone
can do you no injury, it is confenting to it
that ruins you; and this confent is your own
voluntary act. All the Devils in Hell could
ot force you to fin without your confent, and
therefore all the Devils in Hell do not injure
you as you do yourfelves. Gop has not given
them fo much power over you as he has given
you over yourfelves, and this power you abufe
to your own deftruétion.
O in what a diftrated ftate is' the world of
the ungodly ! If any other men be their enemy
how do they refent it? But they are their own
worft enemies, and yet never fall out with
themfelves. If another occafion them a dif
appointment in their purfuits, defraud them
of an expected good, or lay fchemes to make
them miferable, what fullen grudge, what keen
revenge, what flaming refentments immediately
rife in their breafts againft him? And yet t
are all their lives difinheriting themfelves of the
‘heavenly inheritance, laying a train to blow up
- all their own hopes, and heaping a mountain
of guilt upon themfelves to {ink them into the
bottomlefs pit, and all this while they think
~ they are the beft friends to themfelves, and
confulting their own intereft. As for the devil, -

+ the common_enemy of mankind, they abhor
him, and blefs themfelves from him. But they
: L. are
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are worfe to themfelves than devils, and yet
never fall out with themfelves for it. .
This, Sinners, may feem an harfh reprefen-
tation of your condudt, but alas! it is true,
And if it be fo thocking to you to hear it, what
mutft it be to be guilty of it? And O think
what muft be the confequences of fuch a con-
duct, fuch unnatural fuicide! S
4. If you have hitherto negletted the one
thing needful you have unmanned yourfelves,
aCted beneath and contrary to your reafon, and
in plain terms behaved as if you had been out
of your fenfes. If you have the ufe of your
reafon it muft certainly tell you for what it was
given to you. And I %efeech you tell me what
was it given to you for but to ferve the Gop that
made you, to fecure his favour, to prepare for
your eternal ftate, and to enjoy the fupreme
good as your portion? Can you once think
your reafon, that divine particule auree, was
given you for fuch low purpofes as the contri-
vances, labours, and purfuits of this vain life,
and to make you a more ingenious fort of
Brutes? He was matfter of an unufual {hare of
reafon who faid, ¢ There is very little difference
¢ between having reafon and having none, if
¢ we had nothing to do wrh it but cunningty

.“ to lay up for our food and make provifio
« for this corruptible flefh, and had not ano-
¢ ther life to mind.” Therefore I may fafely
affirm that you have caft away your reafon,
and ated as if you were out of your wits, if
. S you
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ou have not employed your rational powers
in the purfuit of the one thing needful. Where
was your reafon when your dying fleth was
preferred to your immortal fpirits? Was reafon
your guide when you chofe the trafh of this
perithing world, and fought it more than the
favour of Gop and all the joys of Heaven?
Can you pretend to common fenfe, when you
might have had the parden of fin, fanctifying
grace, and a title to Heaven fecured to you ere
now ? But you have negletted all, and inftead
of having a fure title to Heaven, or being pre-
- pared for it, you are fitted for deftruttion, and
nothing elfe ; and are only waiting for a fever
or a flux, or fome other executioner of divine
‘vengeance to cut the thread of life and let you
fink to Hell by your own weight. Thither you
gravitate under the load of fin as naturally as a
ftone to the center, and you need no other
weight to fink you down. What have you
done all your life to make a wife man think
.you truly reafonable? Is that your reafon to
be wife to do evil, while to do good you have
no knowledge ; or to be ingenious and aétive
-about the trifles of time, while you neglect that
great work for which you were created and re-
deemed? Can you be wife and yet not confider
your latter end? Nay, can you pretend to fo
much as common fenfe, while you fell your
cternal falvation for the fordid pleafiires of a
few flying years? Have you common fenfe,
‘th'n you will not keep yourfelves out of ever-
oo lafting




Serm.2x;  The one Thing needful. 381

lafting fire? What can-a madman do worfe
than wilfully deftroy himfelf? And . this you
are doing every day. C ,
And yet thefe very perfons are proud of their.
madnefs, and are apt to fling t%e charge of
folly upon others, efpecially if they obferve
fome poor weak creatures, though 1t be but
one in five hundred, fall into melancholy, or lofe
their reafon for a time, while they are groan-
- ing under a fenfe of fin, and anxious about
their eternal ftate ; then what a clamour againft
‘Religion and Precifenefs, as the ready way to
make people run mad! then they even dare to
publifh theijr refolution that they will not read
and pore fo much upon thefe things, left it
thould drive them out of their ferifes. O mi-
ferable mortals! is it poffible they fhould bé
more dangeroufly madp than they are already!
Do you lay out your reafon, your ftrength,
and time in purfuing vain fhadows and in feed-
ing a mortal body for the grave, while the im-
portant realities of the eternal world, and the
falvation of your immortal fouls are forgotten
“or negleted ! Do you fell your Saviour with
Judas for a little money, and change your part
in Gop and Heaven for the fordid pleafures
of fin which are but for a feafon! and are you
afraid of ferioufly refleting upon this courfe
that you may reform it, for fear fuch thoughts
fhould make you mad? What greater madnefs
. than this can you fear ? Will you ‘run from
Gop, from Curi§t, from Mercy, from the
o . ©o- -7 77T Baints,

¢
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Saints, from Heaven itfelf, for fear of being
mad ? Alas! you are mad in the worfe fenlfe
already. Will you run to Hell to prove your-
felves m your fenfes ? He was a wife and good
man who faid, ¢ Though the lofs of a man’s
« underftanding is a grievous affliction, and
.« fuch as I hope Gop will never lay upon me,
- ¢ yet I had a thoufand times rather go dif-
¢ tratted to Bedlam with the exceflive care-
¢« about my falvation than to be one of you
e that caft away the care of your falvation for
¢ fear of being diftracted, and will go among
‘¢ the irtfernal Bedlams into Hell for fear of be-
¢ ing mad.” Diftration in itfelf is not a
moral evil, but a phyfical, like thofe diforders
of body from which it often proceeds, and
therefore is no objet for punifhmerit, and had
you no ¢dpacity of underftanding you would
illave a cloak for your fin; but your madnefs
is your crim¢ becaufe it is voluntary, and
therefore you moft give an account for it to
sthe fuprénte Judge. - ,
" It would be eafy to offer many more confi-
detations to expofe the abfurdity and danger of
your conduct in negletting the one thing ne-
ceflary, ‘but thefe muft fuffice for the prefent
hour. And I only defire you to confider far-
ther, if this be a juft view of the conduct of
fuch as ate guilty of this neglect, in” what a
‘miferable, pitiable condition 1s the world in
general. I have fo often tried the utmoft energy
of my owh-words upoh you with fo little fucf;‘
. ce
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cefs as-to many that I am grown quite weary.
of them. Allow me therefore for once to bor-
row the more ftriking and pungent words of
one now ‘in Heaven, of one who had more
fuccefs than almoft any' of his contemporaries
or fuceeffors in the ¥mportant work of “ con-
= verting finners fromr the error of their way,
# and faving fouls from death;* ¥ mean that
incomparable preacher’Mr Baxter, who fowed
an inwnortal feed in Kis parith of Kidderminfier,
which grows and brings forth fruit to this day.
His ‘words' have through the divine blefimg
been ‘irrefiftible to thowfands; and: O that fuch
of you, my dear Hearers, whofe hearts may

have been proof againft mine;, may not be fo

- againft his alfo!

== o0k upoh this text of feripture, fays
 he, and look alfo upon the courfe of the
« earth, -and confider of the difagreement;
« and whethier it be not ftill as before the flood,
“ thdt = all th¢ imaginations of man’s heart
* are evil: continually (¢)?* * Were it:poffible

‘¢« for a man to fe¢ the affeCtions and motions

« of all the world at once as Gop- feeth them,
“ what a pitiful’ fight would it be? What a
* fir do they make; alis, poor fouls! for they

% know riot what! while they forget, or
- < flight, or hate tli€ are thing’ needfal. What an
7 ¢ heap of gadding ants thould we fee that do

~ ¢ nothing but gather ficks and ftraws! Look

« among perfons of every rank in city and .
- ' B # country
(<) Gen.vi. 5.
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¢ country. and look into families about you,
¢« and fee what trade it is they are moft bufily.
¢ driving on,- whether it be for Heaven or
« Earth? And whether you can difcern by
¢ their care and labours that they underftand
 what is the one thing neceflary? They are.
“ as bufy as bees, but not for honey, but in
« g)inn'mg fuch a fpider’s web as the befom of
“ death will prefently fweep down (d), They
¢ labour hard, but for .what? * For the food
¥ that perifheth,” but not for. that * which
* endureth to everlafting life (¢).* < They
*¢ are diligent feckers, but for what? Not firft
¢« for G.op,. his kingdom and: righteoufnefs,
¢ but for that which they might have had as
¢ an addition to their bleflednefs (f): They
¢ are ftill 'doing, but what are they doing?
¢ Even undaing themfelves by running away
* from Gop to hunt after the perithing plea-
“ fures of the, world. Inftead of: providing
® for the life.to come they are making * pro-
* vifion . for the flefh to fulfil its lufts (g).»
¢« Somie of them hear. the word of Gop, but
“ they prefently choke it * by the deceitfulnefs
* of riches; and the .cares of this life (4).~
¢ 'They * are careful and troubled about many
~.® many things ;* but the one thing-that fhould
¢ be all to them 1s caft by as if it were nothing:
£ Providingfor the fleth and mindiig the
 world  is the employment of their lives.
R . | They
. (4) Jobviii. 14.  (¢) Jobn vi. 27. (f)'Ma(tt_. vi. 33.

" (g) 'Rom. xiii. 14. (b)) Lukeviii, 14,
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"They labour with a canine appetite for their
trafh, but to holinefs they have no appetite,
and are worfe than indifferent to the things
that are indeed defirable. They have no -
covetoufnefs for the things which they are
commanded “ earneftly to covet (7).# They
have {o little hunger and thirft after righte~
oufnefs that a very little or none will fatisfy
them. Here they are pleading always for,
moderation, and againft zs0 much, and to0
earneft, and too ong ; and all is too much

.with them that is above ftark naught, or dead
hypocrify ; and all is too earneft and too

long that would make religion feem a bufi-
nefs, or engage them to feem ferious in their
own profeffion, or put them paft jeft in the
worfhip of Gop and the matters of their
falvation. Let but their Children or Ser-
vants negle@ their worldly bufinefs, (which
I confefs they fhould not do) and they fhall
hear of it with both their ears; but if they
fin againft Gop, or neglett his word or
worthip, they fhall meet with more patience
than E/f’s fons did ; a cold reproof is ufually
the moft ; and it is well if they be not en-
couraged in their fin : it is well if a Child or
Servant that begins to be ferious for falvation
be not rebuked, derided, and hindered by
them. If on their days of labour they over-

fleep themfelves they fhall be fure to be called

up to work," (and’good reafon) but when do

. Vor. Il - Cec . * they

(9. t Corxii. 31.
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théy call therit up to prayer? When do they
urge them to confider or converfe upon thé

‘things ‘that concern their -everlafting life ?
Fhe Lorp’s own day which is -appointed
‘to be fet apart for matters of this nature 15 .

¢ wafted in 1dlenefs or worldly talk. Come at
a¢

any time into their company and :you may
may talk enough, and too'much of news,
or of other mens matters, of their- worldly
bufinefs, fports, and pleafures, but about
Gop and their falvation they have fo little to
fay, and that {o heartleflly and on the by
as if they were things that belonged not to
their care and duty, and no whit concerned
them. Talk with them about the renova-
tion of the foul, the naeure of holinefs, and
the life to come, and you will find them al+
moft as dumb as a fith. The moft undes-
ftand not matters of this nature, nor much
defire or care to underftand them. If one
would teach them perfonally they are too
old to be catechized or to learn, though not
too old to be ignorant of the matters they

- were made for and preferved for in the world.

They are too wife to learn to be wife, and
too good to be taught how to be good, tho’

not too wife to follow the feducements of

the devil and the world, nor too good to be
the flaves of Safan and the defpifers and ene~
mies of goodnefs. If they do any thing
which they call a ferving of Gop 1t is fome

*-cold apd heartlefs ufe of words to make

¢ themfelves
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themfelves believe that for all their fins they:

fhall be faved ; fo that Gop will call that a’

ferving their fins and abomination, which’
they call a ferving of Gop. Some of “them’
will confefs that holinefs is good, but they
hope Gop will be merciful to them without
it; and fome do fo hate it that it is a dif-
pleafing irkfome thing to them to hear any
ferious difcourfe of holinefs, and they deteft

and deride thofe as fanatical, troublefome:

Precifians that diligently feek the dne thing
neceffary : {o that if the belief of the moft may
be judged by their prattices, we may confi-
dently fay that they do not practically believe-
that ever they fhall be brought to judgment,
or that there is any Heaven or Hell to be.
expetted, and that their confeffion of the
truth- of - the Scriptures and the Articles of
the Chriftian faith are no proofs that they
heartily take them to be true. Who can be
fuch a ftranger to the world as not to fee
that this is the cafe of the greateft part-of
men? And which is worft of all, they go
on in this courfe againft all that can be faid
to them, and will %ive no impartial confi-
derate hearing to the truth, which would re<
cover them to their wits, but live as’if it

‘would be a felicity to them in Hell fo think

that they came thither by wilful refolution,
and in defpight of the remedy.” '

- This, Sinners, is a true reprefentation” of
vour cafe, drawn by one that well kaew. ic

Cc 2 and
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and lamented it. And-what do you now think.
of it yourfelves? What do you think will be

the confequence of. fuch a courfe? Is it fafe to.

perfift in 1t? or fhall I be fo happy as tp bring.
you to a ftand? Will you fill go on, troubling;

gmrfelves with many things? or will you refolve
r the future to mind the one thing. needful.

above all? I befeech you come to fome refolu..

tion. Time is on the wing, and does not al-.
low you to hefitate in fo plain and important:
- an affair, Do you need any farther excite-.
ments ? Then I fhall try the force of one con..
fideration more contained in my text, and that.

is neceffity.

Remember neceffity, the moft prefling, abfor.

lute neceffity enforces this care upon you. Qne
thing is needful, abfolutely needful, always need-.
ful, and needful above aJl other things. This,
one would think, is fuch an argument as can-
_not but prevail. What exploits has neceflity.
performed in the world? What arts has it dif»
covered as the mother of invention? What la=
bours, what fatigues, what fufferings has. it
~undergone? What dangers has it encountered 2
What difficulties has it oyercome ? Neceffity is &

plea which you think will warrant you to do’

any thing and excufe- any thing. Reafoning
- againft Neceffity is but reafoning againft a Hur-
ricane ; it bears all before it. To obtain the
- neceffaries of life, as they are called, how much
will;men do and fuffer ? Nay, with what hard-
fhips and perils will they not conflict for thixl)gs

, ' - that
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that they imagine neceffary, not to their life.
but to their eafe, their honour, or pleafure?:
But, what. is this necefity wheh compared-to that
which I am now urging upon you? In. coms:
parifon. of this. the moft’ necclﬁ;\tfy of thofe
things are but fuperfluities ;. for if your eafe,
ar honour, -ar pleafure, or even your life in
this world be not abfolutely neceflary, as they
cannot- he to the heirs of immortality; then’
certainly thofe things which you imagine ne=
ceffary to your eafe, your honour, yaur pleaw
fure, or mortal life, are: ftill lefs neceflary. But
O! to efcape everlafting mifery, and to fecure
everlafting falvation, this is the grand necefiy /-
This will appear neceffary in every point of;
our immortal duration, neceflary when you:
zave done with_ this world forever, and muft:
leave all its cares, enjoyments, and purfuits;
behind you. And fhall not this grand necefity.
prevail upon you to work out your falvation:
and make that your great bufinefs, when a far-
lefs meceffity, a meceffity that will laft but a few-
years at moft, fets you and the world around-
you upon fuch hard labours and eager purfuits
for perifhing vanities ? All the neceffity in the.
world is nothing in comparifon of that which
lies upon you to work oat your falvation ; and:
fhall this have no weight? If you do not labour:
“ar contrive for * the bread that perifheth,* you
muft beg or ftarve; but if you will not labour:
for “ the bread that endureth unto everlafting;
life# you muft burn in Hell forever. You.mul_ »
: , : : 1€
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lie in prifon if your debts with men be not paid;
but O! what is this to the prifon of Hell,
where ‘you muft be confined forever if your
debits to the juftice of Gop be not remitted, and
youde not obtain an intereft in the rightedufnefs
of CurisT, which alone can make fatisfaction
for them ? You muft fuffer hunger and naked-
nefs unlefs you take care to provide food and-
raiment; but you muft fuffer eternal banith-
ment from Gop and all the joys of his prefence
if you do not labour to fecure ‘the’ one thing
nmeedful. Without the riches of this world you
may be rich in faith and heirs of the heavenly
inheritance. Without earthly. pleafures you
may have joy unfpeakable and full of glory in
the love of Gop, and the expectation of the
kingdom referved in Heaven for you. With-
out health of body you may have happinefs of
fpirit, and even without this mortal life you
may enjoy eternal life. Without the things of
the world you may live in want for a-httle
while; but then you will foonbe upon an equality
with the greateft Princes. But without this
one thing needful you are undone, abfolutely un-
done. - Though you were as rich as Grafus you
# are wretched, and miferable, and poor, and
# blind, and naked.” Your very being becomes
a curfe to you.. It is your curfe that you are a
man, a:-reafonable creature. It had been infi-'
nitely better for you if you had been a toad er
a fnake, and fo incapable of fin and of immor=*
tality, ‘and confequently of punithment. “O-
then let this grand #ecefity prevail with you!
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I know .you. have other ‘wants, . which. you
thould moderately :labour to provide for, but
O how fmall and of how fhort continuance ! If
life-and all fhould be loft you may more. thant
find.all.in. Heaven.- But if you mifs of this
ané thing all the world cannot make up the lofs.
»+ Fherefore, to canclude with:the: awakening
and refiftlefs words of the. Author I before
quoted, “ Awake, you fluggifh. carelefs fouls!
*¢ your houfe over. your head is.in-a.flame!
s¢ sthe hand of Gon . is hfted up.!.If-you love
¢« yourfelves prevent the ftroke. . Vengeanee is
¢ at -your backs, the: wrath of Gon purfues
« your fin,. and wo to you if he find-it upon
¢ you when he overtaketh .you., Away. with
‘<1t fpeedily ! up and b gone! return to Gop'!
‘ make CurisT and ‘mercy your friends i
s time.if you loyé your lives! The Judge is
« coming! for all that you have heard of it
¢« fo long, .yet ftill you believe it not. You
¢ fhall thortly fee the majefty of his appear-
¢« ance and the dreadful glory of his face ; and.
“ yet do you not begin to look about you, and
¢ make ready for fixch aday? Yea, before that
¢ day your f{eparated fouls fhall begin to reap,
¢ as you have fowed here. Though now the
“ partition .that ftands between: you and the
“ world to come do keep unbelievers ftrangers
“ to the things that moft concern them, yet.
* Death will quickly find a portal to let you
“ in; and then, Sinners, you will find fuch
¢ doings there as you little thought of, or did
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« got fkrifibly regard upon earth. Before your
¢ friends WI;lyl have nugxe enough to- wrag up
% your corps in your winding fheet you
« will fee and feel that which will tell you to
¢ the quick, that ome thing was neceflary. If
<« youdie without this one thing neceffary, be-
¢« fore your friends can have finithed your
“ funerals, your fouls will have taken up their
¢ places among Devils in endlefs tormerits and
¢ defpair, and all the wealth, and honour, and
¢ pleafure’ that' the world afforded you will .
* #¢ not eafe you. This is fad, but it is true,
¢ Sirs; for Gop hath fpoken it. Up there-
¢¢ fore and betir you for the life of your fouls.
- o Neceflity will ‘awake - even the fluggard.
. 4¢ Neceflity we fay will break through ftone
« walls. The proudeft will ftoop to neceffity.
¢ The moft flothful will beftir themfelves 1
« neceflity. The moft carelefs will be induf>
¢ trious in neceffity. Neceffity will make men
¢ do any thing that is poflible to be done.
« And is not neceflity, the higheft necefity,
¢ your own neceffity, able to make you caft
¢ away your fins, and take up an holy and
 heavenly lifec. O poor fouls! is there a
« greater neceflity of your fin than of your
b gvation, and of pleafing your flefh for a
~¢¢ little time than of pleafing the Lorp and
¢ efcaping everlafting mifery ?” O that you
would confider what I fay! and the Lorp
give you underftanding in all things! AMEN:

The End of the SECOND _Vox.oiaz.
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