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G E N E s 1 s XVIII. 19.

For I know him, that he will command his

Children and his Houſhold after him, and

they ſhall keep the Way of the Lo R D, to

do juſtice and judgment.—

#3 Creature formed for Immortality, and

sº that muſt be happy or miſerable

through an everlaſting Duration, is

certainly a Being of vaſt Impor

* tance, however mean and inſigni

ficant he may be in other Reſpects. His-Im

mortality gives him a Kind of infinite Value.

Let him be white or black, bond or free, a Na

tive or a Foreigner, it is of no Moment in this

A 4 View :



8 The Duty of Chriſtians

View: he is to live for ever 1 to be forever happy,

or for ever miſerable / happy or miſerable in the

higheſ' Degree / This places him upon a Kind of

Equality with Kings and Princes; nay, with An

gels and Arch-angels: for it is this that adds

Importance and Dignity to the moſt exalted Parts

of the human, and even of the angelic Nature.

In this View, theCrowds of negle&ted Negroe

Slaves among us, have often appeared to me as

Creatures of the utmoſt Importance. The ſame

Immortality is entailed upon them, as upon us.

They are Candidates for the ſame eternal State

with us, and bound for the ſame Heaven or Hell.

How awful and important a Truſt, then, is the

Care of a Soul / the Soul even of a poor Negroe

Slave To be entruſted with the Care of form

ing and educating an Immortal for his everlaſting

State 1 to be inſtrumental in preparing him for

eternal Joys, or eternal Torments to be ac

S countable for our Management in this Truſt, to

the ſupreme Judge of the Univerſe, with whom

there is no Reſpect of Perſons ! to be rewarded

for our Faithfulneſs; or puniſhed for our Negli

gence, as having promoted the Happineſs or been

acceſſory to the Ruin of an immortal Soul —

Pauſe, and think of theſe Things, and they will

certainly appear very ſolemn and weighty.

This ſolemn and important Truſt, I muſt tell

you, Brethren, is committed, not only to Parents,

with regard to their Children, thoſe dear other

Selves; but to Maſters, with regard to theirSer

vants and Slaves, of whatever Country or Colour

they are. And as this Duty is moſt ſcandalouſly

negle&ted in this Chriſtian Country; and the

Neglect is likely to be followed with the moſt

dangerous

-º
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to propagate their Religion, &c. 9

dangerous and ruinous Conſequences to Thou

ſands, both Maſters and Slaves; permit me to

addreſs you upon this Head, with the utmoſt

Plainneſs and Solemnity. You are my Witneſſes,

that I have looked upon the poor Negroes as a

Part of my miniſterial Charge; and uſed various

Endeavours to bring them to the Faith and Prac

tice of Chriſtianity, not without promiſing Ap

pearances of Succeſs, in ſundry Inſtances. It

affords me no ſmall Pleaſure to refle&t, and I

mention it with Gratitude to God and Man, that

my Endeavours of this Kind have, of late, met

with no Oppoſition from the Maſters, of what

ever Denomination, in any one Inſtance that I

can recolle&t. And it affords me a ſtill greater

Pleaſure to reflect, that ſundry of you not only

conſent that your Negroes ſhould receive Inſtruc

tions from me, but alſo zealouſly concur with

me, and make Conſcience of your own Duty to

them, in this Reſpect. But alas ! are there not

ſome among you, and are there not Thouſands.

in our Country, who muſt be conſcious of their.

wilful Negligence; nay, who, perhaps, are ra

ther inſtrumental in hardening their Slaves in Sin,

and confirming their Prejudices againſt our holy

Religion, than in promoting their Converſion to

God Were your Negroes but ſo many Brutes,

you might treat them as you do your Horſes,

fodder them, and make them work for you,'

without once endeavouring to make them Sharers

with you in the glorious Privileges of Religion,

the diſtinguiſhing Prerogative of human Nature.

But I hope you have Divinity and Philoſophy.

enough to know, this is not the Caſe. Let me

therefore plainly lay your Duty before you, with,

A 5 regard.



IO Ibe Duty of Ubriſtians

regard to them, in order to engage you to the

Pračice of it. For ſure, you are not hardy enough

to negle& the Pračice, in ſpite of Convićtion.

Sure, you dare not fin on ſtill, and continue your

Career to Ruin with your Eyes open.

Abraham is often propoſed as a Pattern to Be

hevers in general ; and I may particularly recom

mend hisj. to your Imitation, in your

Condućt towards your Domeſtics. Here you

have his Charaćter drawn by the all-knowing God

Himſelf. “I know him, that he will command

“ his Children, and his Houſhold after him, and

“ they ſhall keep the Way of the Lord.” — He

not only inſtrućted, adviſed, perſuaded, entreated;

but he uſed his Authority; he commANDED—

not only his Children, but his Ho Us Ho L D ;

which included his Servants, Slaves, and all his

Domeſtics of every Order. Abraham's Family

was like the Generality of ours, in this, that he

had hereditary Slaves in it, who were his Pro

perty during Life. We repeatedly read of his

“Servants born in his Houſe, and bought with

“ Money of Strangers * : ” both which were

p. Slaves. And he had ſo numerous a

amily of them, that, when he went upon an

Expedition to reſcue Lot from Captivity, we are

told, “he armed his trained Servants, born in

“ his own Houſe, Three hundred and Eighteent.”

Where, by the By, it is remarkable, and the Re

mark is very pertinent to the preſent State of our

Country, that by inſtilling good Principles into

them, and by humaneTreatment, this numerous

Crowd of Slaves were become ſo faithful to their

- * Maſter,

* Gen xvii. 12, 13, 23, 27. Chap. xiv. 14.
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Maſter, that he could ſafely confide in them,

without Fear of their deſerting him in the En

gagement, and going over to the Enemy, in

Hopes to recover their Liberty. All theſe, as

well as Iſhmael, and his Favourite Iſaac, he had

inſtructed in the true Religion. He had laid his

Commands upon them to ſerve the Lord, not only

during his Life, but “after him, ” i. e. after

his Deceaſe. Though he was mortal, he en

deavoured to make Religion immortal in his Fa

mily. He was ſolicitous to leave theWorld with

the joyful Hope, that his Domeſtics would re

tain and obſerve his pious Inſtructions, when he

ſhould be no more their Head.

It is ſufficient to recommend this Example to

our Imitation, that it is the Example of faithful

Abraham. But it is ſtill more ſtrongly enforced

by the expreſs Approbation of § Himſelf.

** The Lord ſaid, ſhall I hide from Abraham the

“Thing that I do?” No, I may truſt him even

with my Secrets: “For I know him; ” I ap

prove of him; I have full Proof of him, and

therefore may ſafely truſt him; “ becauſe * he

“ will command his Children and Houſhold,

“ and they ſhall keep the Way of the Lord : ”

being once entered in the Way of the Lord by

his Inſtructions, they will keep it. “Train up

A 6 “sa Child

* The Original Tºys 1Up? may be rendered

* quid, becauſe, fora/much as. And thus it points out

the Ground of the divine Approbation and Confidence

in Abraham, and the Way in which he ſhewed him.

felf worthy of it, viz. his faithful Care to propagate

the Knowledge and Service of God among his Do
meſtics. -
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“ a Child in the Way in which he ſhould go,

“ and when he is old, he will not depart from

“ it #. "

It is not my preſent Deſign to conſider the ge

neral Duty of Family-Religion and good Educa

tion, though my Text is a very proper Founda

tion for it. But I intend only to inculcate the

particular Duty of inſtruding Slaves in the true

Religion, and uſing all proper Means to enter

them in the Way of the Lord. To give you

Directions how to perform it, before you are

convinced it is your Duty, would be uſeleſs and

prepoſterous. And therefore,

My firſt and principal Buſineſs ſhall be, To

convince you, that this is really your Duty, and that

it is a Duty of the utmoſt Importance and Neceſ:

fity.

Here, I take it for granted, you are, at leaſt,

profeſſed Chriſtians yourſelves; i.e. you profeſs

to believe that the Chriſtian Religion is divine,

and to embrace it as your Religion. Otherwiſe,

inſtead of perſuading you to endeavour to Chriſ

tianize your Negroes, I would firſt perſuade you

to become Chriſtians yourſelves. I would then

deal with you, as with your Heathen Negroes,

and labour to convince you of the Truth and

Divinity of the Religion of Jeſus, from thoſe

numerousTopics of Argument, by which ſo clear

and important a Truth may be demonſtrated.

But you are fond of wearing the Chriſtian Name;

you preſent your Children to be initiated into the
Chriſtian

+ Prov. xxii. 6.

º
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Chriſtian Church by Baptiſm; you acknowledge

the Truth of the Scriptures, by complying with

the uſual Ceremony of kiffing the Bible in taking

an Oath ; you attend upon the Forms of Wor

ſhip in the Chriſtian Church, and externally con

form to them. Theſe Things you do; and theſe

Things are certainly a ſtrong Profeſſion, that

you are Chriſtians. And none of you, I pre

fume, will dare to renounce it, rather than ad

mit the Convićtion that I would now force upon

your Minds from this Confideration. -

Therefore, taking this for granted, I need no

other Principle to convince you of the Duty I am

now recommending. And I ſhall reaſon from

the Nature and iſſiºn of Chriſtianity—from the

Example of Chriſt and his Apoſtles—from the

Worth and Importance of the Souls of your poor

Slaves — from the happy Influence Chriſtianity

would have upon them, even for your own In

tereſt—from the Zeal and Generoſity of others

in this Affair—and from your Relation to them

as their Maſters.

1. If you confider the Nature and Deſign of

Chriſtianity, you cannot but be convinced of this

Duty.

Chriſtianity, in its own Nature, is calculated

to be a catholic, or univerſal Religion, and is

equally the Concern of all the Sons of Men. It

propoſes one God, as the Objećt of univerſal

Adoration to White and Black, Bond and Free:

one Lord Jeſus Chriſt, as a common Saviour for

Britons, Africans, and Americans : one Holy

Spirit, by whom alone Sinners of all Nations,
Colours
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Colours and Charaćters, can be ſanétified : one

Faith to be embraced, one Rule of Morality to

be obſerved, by Maſters and Servants, Rich and

Poor: one Heaven and one Hell, as the laſt Man

ſions of all the Millions of Mankind; to which,

they ſhall be adjudged according to their moral

Charaćter, and, if they have heard the Goſpel,'

according to their Acceptance or Non-Accep

tance of it; and not according to the trifling

Diſtinétions of Country, Colour, Liberty or Sla

very. Chriſtianity is a Religion for Sinners; for

Sinners of all Kindreds, and Nations, and Lan

guages. They all need thoſe Inſtructions, which

its heavenly Light ſheds upon a benighted World.

They all need that Pardon, which it offers; that

Grace, which it communicates; and that Salva

tion, which it enſures. In ſhort, all its Doc

trines intimately concern them : all its Precepts

are binding upon them : all its Bleſſings are

needed by them : all its Promiſes and Threaten

ings ſhall be accompliſhed upon them, according

to their Charaćters. And muſt it not then be

the grand Concern of all P Yes; as there is but

one Air for Whites and Blacks, Maſters and

Servants to breathe in ; one Earth for them to

walk upon; ſo there is but one common Chriſtian

Religion for them all, by which they can pleaſe

God, and obtain Salvation. To be a ſinful

Creature of the Race of Man, under the Goſpel,

is ſufficient alone to render it his greateſt Con

cern, and a Matter of abſolute Neceſſity, to be

a Chriſtian. And to be entruſted with the Care

of ſuch a Creature, is alone a ſufficient Founda

tion for the Duty I am recommending; and

– ". ſtrongly

,



to propagate their Religion, &c. 15

ſtrongly binds it upon every one of us, to whom

that Truſt is committed.

And as Chriſtianity is, in its own Nature, the

common Concern of all, and calculated to be

the univerſal Religion of Mankind; ſo it is de

ſigned by its greatAuthor to be propagated among

all. No Corner of our World was left out in

the Commiſfion, which the gracious Founder of

our Religion gave to the Teachers of it. “ Go

“ ye into .# the World, ſays he, and preach

“ the Goſpel to every Creature; i. e. to every

“Creature of the humanRace.” (Markxvi. 15.)

The great God “ now commandeth all Men

“ every where to repent.” (Acts xvii. 3o.) And

when the Apoſtles went out to diſcharge their ex

tenſive Commiſſion, the Holy Spirit concurred

with them, and rendered their Labours ſucceſsful

in Aſia, Europe and Africa, without Diſtinétion.

He put no Difference between Jews and Gen

tiles, but purified the Hearts of both by the ſame

Faith *! The Doors of the Church were thrown

wide open, for the Admiſſion of all, that would

come in upon the Terms of the Goſpel. The

Roman Centurion, the AEthiopian Eunuch, One

ſimus, a run-away Slave, were as welcome, as

the Jews in Jeruſalem. “All were one in Chriſt

“Jeſus; in whom there is neither Greek nor

“Jew, Barbarian, Scythian, Bond or Free.”

(Coloſ. iii. 1 1.) A black Skin, African Birth or

Extraćt, or a State of Slavery, does not diſqua

lify a Man for the Bleſfings of the Goſpel; does.

not exclude him from its Invitations, nor caſt

him out of the Charge of its Miniſters. If Hiſ

tory

* Acts xv. 9.
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tory may be credited, the Goſpel did once flou.

riſh in Africa, and penetrated far into thoſe in

hoſpitable Deſarts, which are now the Regions

of Mahometiſm, or Heathen Idolatry. And we

have all the Certainty which the ſure Word of

Prophecy can afford, that it will yet viſit that

miſerable Country. Yes, Brethren, “the Earth

“ ſhall be full of the Knowledge of the Lord,

“ as the Waters cover the Sea.” (Iſai. xi. 9...)

“The Kingdoms of this World ſhall yet be

“ come the Kingdoms of our Lord, and of his

“ Chriſt.” (Rev. xi. 15.) And “from the

“riſing of the Sun unto the going down of the

“ ſame, his Name ſhall be great among the Gen

“ tiles; and in every Place Incenſe ſhall be offered

-“ to his Name. ” (Mal. i. 2.) “ AEthiopia, ’’

Guinea and Negroe-land “ſhall yet ſtretch

“ out their Hands untoGod.” (Pſal. lxviii. 31.)

Negroes and Slaves are included in that “Fulneſ;

“ of the Gentiles,” which, St Paul tells us,

“ ſhall come in.” (Rom. xi. 25.) And may the

happy Few, who in this Land of their Bondage,

have been made Partakers of “the glorious Li

“ berty of the Sons of God,” be the Firſt-fruits

of this bleſſed Harveſt to Chriſt in Africa!

And now, Brethren, do you not begin to feel

this Argument conclude : Is Chriſtianity adapted

and intended to be the univerſal Religion of Man

kind? And muſt it notthen be the Duty of Chriſ

tians, to do their utmoſt to ſpread it through the

World Is it the Deſign of Heaven, that it ſhall

be propagated among all Nations : And is it not

the Duty of Chriſtians, eſpecially of Maſters,

who have a Command over others, to concur in

this gracious Deſign, and do all in their Power

to

*
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to haſten that bleſſed Period, which has been ſo

long the eager Wiſh and Hope of Believers :

The Man that can be ina&tive and indifferent in

ſuch an Affair as this, muſt have a Temper

dire&tly contrary to that Religion which he

profeſſes; muſt be entirely careleſs about the

Glory of God and the Redeemer, and the Hap

pineſs of his Fellow-Creatures, and diſaffe&ted

to the gracious Deſigns of Providence towards

them. Has he imbibed the Spirit of the Chriſ

tian Religion, who can keep, perhaps, half a

Score of Heathens under his Roof, and oblige

them to drudge and toil for him all their Lives;

and yet never labours to gain them to the Faith

of Chriſt Alas! how can he keep his Con

ſcience eaſy in ſuch a Courſe But, -

2. The Example of Chriſt and his Apoſtles

obliges you to this Duty.

The Example of Chriſt muſt certainly be a

Law to his Followers; and in vain do they pre

tend to thatCharaćter, unleſs they conform them

ſelves to it. And what did Chriſt do in this Caſe ?

Why, he left all the Glories of his native Hea

ven ; he aſſumed human Nature with all its

common Infirmities, and, in Circumſtances of

uncommon Abaſement, he ſpent Three and

Thirty tedious and painful Years in this wretched

World, and paſſed through an uninterrupted Se

ries of Poverty, Fatigue, Ill-Treatment and Per

fecution; he at length died in Ignominy and

Torture upon a Croſs. And what was all this

for It was for Africans, as well as Britons : it

was for the contemptible Negroes, as well as.

- Whites :
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Whites: it was for poor Slaves, as well as for

their Maſters. Yes, for poor Negroes and Slaves,

he thought it worth his while to ſhed the Blood

of his Heart. As “God would have all Men to

“ be ſaved, and to come to the Knowledge of

“ the Truth,” ſo Chriſt “gave himſelf a Ran

“ ſom for all *; ” i. e. for ſome of all Ranks

and all Nations. In this Extent, at leaſt, the

Words muſt be taken. This we may learn alſo

from the Songs of Heaven, which run in this

Strain, “Thou art worthy—for thou waſt ſlain,

“ and haſt redeemed us unto God by thy Blood,

“ out of every Kindred, and Tongue, and People,

“ and Nation +.” You ſee, Brethren, ſome of

every Kindred, and Tongue, and People, and

Nation, ſhare in the Bºi. of this Redemption,

and therefore join in the Song of Praiſe. Aſri

cans and Americans, as well as Europeans and

Aſiatics, bear their Part in this celeſtial Concert.

And oh! that the poor Negroes among us, who

have ſo peculiar an Ear for Muſic and#.
may be admitted to join in it, with ſtill ſuperior

Extaſy and Harmony

I am ſure, ſuch of you as are Lovers of Chriſt,

begin already to feel the Force of this Argument.

Did he live and die, to ſave poor Negroes And

ſhall not we uſe all the Means in our Power, to

make them Partakers of this Salvation ? Did he

pour out the Blood of his Heart for them : And

ſhall we begrudge a little Labour and Pains to

inſtruct them We are not called to agonize and

die upon a Croſs for them: but Jeſus was ; and

he did not refuſe. And ſhall we refuſe thoſe

- -
eaſier

*—

* 1 Tim. ii. 4, 6. + Rev. v. 9.

7
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eaſier Endeavours for their Salvation, which are

required on our Part : If we are capable of ſuch.

a Condućt, it is high Time for us to renounce

all Pretenſions of Regard to him, and his Ex

ample. -

The Example of the Apoſtles alſo, and the . .

primitive Miniſters of the Goſpel, binds us to

the ſame Duty. When they received their ex

tenſive Commiſſion, the Love of Chriſt carried

them through the World, to diſcharge it, among

Jews and Gentiles, among Maſters and Servants.

Wherever they found a Sinner, they preached

to him “Repentance towards God, and Faith

“ towards the Lord Jeſus Chriſt,” without re

gard to the cutaneous Diſtinčtion of Colour, or

the humble State of a Servant, or a Slave.

“ The Poor had the Goſpel preached unto

“ them ;” and among ſuch it was moſt ſucceſs

ful. “ Not many mighty, not many noble

“ after the Fleſh, were called: but God choſe

“ the weak, the fooliſh, the baſe and deſpiſed

“ Things of the World — that no Fleſh ſhould

* glory in his Preſence.” (1 Cor. i. 26–29.)

St É. in particular, the Chief of the Apoſtles,

and who was eminently the Apoſtle of the Gen

tiles, ſhunned no Fatigues or Dangers, to carry,

this joyful News to the remoteſt and moſt bar

barous Parts of the World. For this End, he

became a wandering Pilgrim from Country to

Country: he braved the Dangers of Sea and

Land, and all the Terrors of Perſecution; and

at laſt gloriouſly died in the Attempt. Servants

and Slaves were not beneath his Care. Many

Parts of his Writings are addreſſed to them;

from whence we learn, that many of them had "

- embraced
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embraced the Goſpel, which he had publiſhed

in their Ears. He thought it an Objećt worthy

of his apoſtolic Office, to give them Directions

for their Behaviour, and to exhort them to be

chearſully contented with their mortifying Con

dition in Life. “Let every Man, ſays he, abide

“... in that Calling, wherein he was called. ”

Chriſtianity makes no Alterations in Matters of

Property, in civil Diſtinétions or Employments.

“Art thou called, being a Servant P Care not

“ for it—for he that is called, being a Servant,

“ is the Lord's Free-man *. ” The Servants he

here ſpeaks to, were probably not indented Ser

vants or Hirelings, but what we call Slaves +.

And in thoſe Times it was a much more com

mon Pračtice, than it is now among the civilized:

Nations of Europe, to make Slaves of the Pri

ſoners taken in War. But even to theſe, St Paul

ſays, “If thou art called, being a Servant, or

“ a Slave, care not for it:” aChriſtian may be

happy, even in a State of Slavery. Liberty, the

ſweeteſt and moſt valuable of all Bleſfings, is not

eſſential to his Happineſs: for if he is deſtitute

of civil Liberty, he enjoys a Liberty ſtill more
noble and divine: “ He is the Lord's free Man.”

The Son hath made him free from the Tyranny

of Sin and Satan; and therefore he is free in

deed. What a ſtriking Inſtance is this, both of

apoſtolic Zeal for poor Slaves, and of the inva

luable Advantages of being a Chriſtian, which
Carl

* I Cor. vii. 20, 21, 22.

+ So the original Word. 33aº, often fignifies: and

ſo it is rendered by Dr Doddridge. - .

Fam, Exp. in loc.

*
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can render the loweſt and moſt laborious Station

in Life ſo inſignificant, that a Man need not care

for it, but continue in it with a generous Indif

ferency!— I ſhall only add one Inſtance more,

and that is the Caſe of Oneſimus, Philemon's

Servant. He had been once unprofitable to his

Maſter, and run away from him, as ſome of

your Negroes do now. But in his Ramblings,

he happened to come in St Paul's Way, while a

Priſoner in Rome. The Apoſtle did not deſpiſe

the unhappy Runagade, but eſteemed his Con

verſion to Chriſtianity a Prize worth labouring

for. He therefore communicated the Goſpel to

him ; and it pleaſed God to open his Heart to

receive it, and he became a ſincere Convert.

Upon this, the Apoſtle wrote a Letter to his

Maſter in his Favour, which is ſtill preſerved,

among his immortal Epiſtles, for the Benefit of

the Church in all Ages. He ſhews all the Af

fe&tion and Concern of a Father for him, and

does not diſdain to call him his Son, dear to him

as his own Bowels. “I beſeech thee,” ſays he to

hisMaſter, “for my Son Onefimus, whom I have

“begotten in my Bonds: who in Time paſt was

“unprofitable, but now is profitable to thee, and

“me: whom I have ſent again: thou therefore

** receive him that is mine own Bowels--for perhaps

** he therefore departed for a Seaſon, that thou

“ſhouldſt receive him for ever; notnow as aSer

“vant, but above a Servant, a Brother beloved,

* eſpecially to me; but how much more to thee,

“both in the Fleſh and in the Lord? If thou count

** me therefore a Partner, receive him as myſelf.

“If he hath wronged thee, or oweth thee ought,

“put that on mine Account. I Paul have writ

- - “ten



“ ten it with my own Hand, I will repay it.

“Yea, Brother, let me have Joy of thee in the

“ Lord: refreſh my Bowels in the Lord, by thy

“Compliance. **– What fatherly Affection

and Solicitude, what ardent Zeal is here, for a

poor run-away Slave How different is this from

the prevailing Spirit of the Chriſtians of our Age?

Had the Apoſtles and their Fellow-Labourers

been as careleſs about propagating the Goſpel

among Heathens, as the Generality among us

are, Chriſtianity would have ſoon died in that

Corner of the World, where it had its Birth; and

we and the reſt of Mankind would now have been

as much Heathens, as the African Negroes :

But do theſe Examples lay no Obligation

upon us to follow them Did the Apoſtles diſ

cover ſuch an ardent Zeal for the Salvation even

of Servants and Slaves; and ſhall we be quite

negligent and careleſs about it? Did they take

ſo much Pains, paſs through ſuch ſevere Suffer

ings, riſk their Lives, and even loſe them, in

the generous Attempt And ſhall not we take

the eaſier Meaſures required of us for their Con

verſion ? Alas! Is the Spirit of primitive Chriſ

tianity entirely loſt upon Earth Or is Chriſ

tianity declined with Age, and become an inſig

nificant Thing, unworthy of zealousº:
tion ? Or have the Souls of Slaves loſt their Wa

lue, ſo that it is no Matter what becomes of

them : How can you pretend to learn your Re

ligion from the Apoſtles; and yet have Crowds

of Negroes in your Houſes or Quarters, as igno

rant Heathens, as when they left the Wilds of

- Africa,

* See the Epiſtle to Philemon.
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Africa, without uſing any Means for their Con

verſion ? Will ye not endeavour to be Followers

of the Apoſtles in this Reſpect, as they alſo were

of Chriſt? If their Example has no Weight,

methinks the Condućt of Jews, Heathens, and

Mahometans may ſhame you. They are all

zealous to gain Proſelytes to their Religion,

though antiquated, or falſe. And will not you

labour to proſelyte your Domeſtics to the divine

Religion of Jeſus Certainly, if you do not,

even Jews, Heathens and Mahometans may riſe

up in Judgment againſt you. But,

3. Your Duty in this Reſpect will appear,

from the Worth and Ireportance of the Souls of

your poor Slaves — This I have hinted at al

ready; but it deſerves a more full Illuſtration.

The Appointments of Providence, and the

Order of the World, not only admit, but require,

that there ſhould be civil Diſtinétions among

Mankind; that ſome ſhould rule, and ſome be

ſubjećt; that ſome ſhould be Maſters, and ſome

Servants. And Chriſtianity does not blend or

deſtroy theſe Diſtinétions, but eſtabliſhes and re

gulates them, and enjoins every Man to condućt

himſelf according to them. In this Reſpect,

there are many Diſtinétions in the World. But

theſe Diſtinétions are confined to this World,

and do not reach beyond the Grave. As to the

Affairs of Religion and Eternity, all Men ſtand

upon the ſame Footing. The meaneſt Slave is

as immortal as his Maſter; as capable of Hap

pineſs or Miſery, in the higheſt Degree, and of

eternal Duration; as much a Candidate for Hea

ven or Hell. Now it is this that gives Impor
- - tailCC.
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tance to a Being. An Angel, or the moſt ex

alted Creature, if the Being of a Day, or a thou

ſand Years, would be but a Trifle, a Shadow.

When his Day, or his thouſand Years are paſt,

he is as much nothing, as if he had never been.

It is little Matter what becomes of him ; let

him ſtand, or fall; let him be happy, or miſer

able; it is all one in a little Time. But Im

mortality is ſo important an Attribute, that it

adds a Kind of infinite Value to every Being to

which it belongs, however mean and inſignifi

cant in other Reſpects. An IM MoR T A L 1 a

Being that ſhall never ceaſe to be a Being

whoſe Exiſtence runs on for ever in parallel Lines,

with that of the eternal Father of Spirits a Be

ing whoſe Powers of Aëtion, and whoſe Capa

cities for Pleaſure or Pain, ſhall never become

decrepit or contraćted, but ripen, improve and

enlarge, thro' the Revolutions of eternal Ages

a Being, that ſhall perpetually aſcend, in an end

leſs Gradation, from Glory to Glory, from Per

fečtion to Perfeótion, in the Scale of Bleſſedneſs;

or that ſhall ſink for ever, from Deep to Deep,

from Gulph to Gulph, in Hell !—What an aw

ful important Being is this! a Sharer with Angels,

in their higheſt Prerogative and Dignity! a black

Skin, or a State of Slavery for ſixty or ſeventy -

Years, is of no Conſideration at all, in our Eſti

mate of ſuch a Being *. To be entruſted with
- - the

* “ Immortal! Ages, paſt, yet Nothing gone

Morn without Eve la Race without a Goal!

Unſhortened by Progreſſion infinite

Futurity for ever future Life

Beginning
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the Care of ſuch a Being, in its State of Trial,

to form it for its everlaſting State'– How vaſt,

how awful the Truſt To be inſtrumental to

render ſuch a Being happy, through its immortal

Durationſ to “sAve A SouL FROM DEATH !”

to ſave that precious immortal Thing, the Soul /

to ſave it from Death ! from that dreadful Kind

of Death, which a Soul can die f l — How be

nevolent an Aćt, how noble an Exploit, how

glorious a Salvation is this more benevolent,

more noble, more glorious, than to deliver Na

tions from Slavery, or Famine, or the ſevereſt

temporal Diſtreſs. But to be acceſſary by Negli

gence, or more direct Means, to the Ruin, the

eternal Ruin, of ſuch a Being ! to render its Im

mortality its Curſe, a meer Capacity of immor

B tal

Beginning flill, where Computation ends !

'Tis the Deſcription of a Deity . .

"Tis the Deſcription of the meaneſt Slave /

The meaneſt Slave, dares then Lorenzo ſcorn ?

The meaneſt Slave thy ſovereign Glory ſhares—

Man's lawfulPride includes Humility;

Stoops to the loweſt; is too great to find

Inferiors; all immortal! Brothers all !

Proprietors eternal of thy Love.

Night Thoughts, No 6.

# This Paraphraſe ſeems to me to point out the

ſtriking Emphaſis of the Apoſtle's ſhort Expreſſion.

(james v. 19, 20.) “Brethren, if any of you'err from

“ the Truth, and one convert him ; let him know ’’

this for his Encouragement, and he neither needs, nor

can have a ſtronger, “ that he which converteth the

“Sinner from the Error of his Way, shall save a

* SouL. From DeATH.”—An illuſtrious ſelf reward

ing Exploit ! a glorious Salvation indeed!



tal Pain' — how horrid the Crime ! how deep

the Guilt 1 how ſhocking the Thought ! To be

acceſſary to the Murder of the Body, to lay

Countries waſte, and turn Cities into ruinous

Heaps, were nothing, in Compariſon of this:

for what are mortal Bodies, periſhable Countries

and Cities, when compared to an immortal

Soul? Well, ſuch a Soul, ſuch a precious immor

tal Soul, has the meaneſt Slave. Yes, thoſe

ſtupid deſpiſed black Creatures, that many treat

as if they were Brutes, are, in this important

Reſpect, upon an Equality with their haughty

Maſters. And can you think it is no Concern

of yours, to endeavour to bring theſe Immortals

into the Way of Salvation, and ſave them from

an endleſs Duration of exquiſite Miſery : God

has communicated to you the grand Secret of

obtaining his Favour, and eternal Life; I mean

the Revelation of Jeſus Chriſt, which you have

in your Bibles: “a Myſtery, which was hid

“ from Ages and Generations.” And he has

communicated it to you, that you may commu

nicate it to others, particularly to your Domeſtics,

who are your immediate Care. And will you

ſtill reſerve it to yourſelves, when immortal Souls

under your Roof, are periſhing for Want of the

Knowledge of it Is it nothing to you, that

their Blood ſhould be upon your Heads; or that

the ſupreme Judge ſhould condemn you, as ac

ceſſary to their eternal Deſtruction ? What do

you think of being ſhut up with them, in the

ſame infernal Priſon, without any Diſtinétion or

Superiority; unleſs it be diſlinguiſhed andſuperior

Miſery, as having ſinned in ſpite of clearer Con

vićtion, and ſtronger Obligations : Are you
Proof
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Proof againſt the Terrors of ſuch a Thought

Or are you inſenſible to the generous Pleaſure,

of being inſtrumental in rendering thoſe happy

for ever, in the World to come, who have done

you ſo much Service in this; and in peopling the

heavenly Regions with Inhabitants tranſplanted

from the barbarous Wilds of Africa I beſeech

you, have Pity upon theſe miſerable Immortals.

or God's Sake, for their Sakes, and for your

own, do not let them ſink into Hell from be

tween your Hands, for want of a little Pains to

inſtrućt them. I hope you would by no Means

exerciſe Barbarities upon their Bodies; and will

you be ſo barbarous, as to ſuffer their precious

never-dying Souls to periſh for ever; when, thro'

the divine Bleſfing, you might be the Means of

ſaving them : Sure you are not capable of ſuch

inhuman Cruelty.

4. The Duty I am urging will appear, if you

conſider the happy Influence your religious In

ſtruštions might have upon your Negroes, even

for your own Intereſt. º

Your own Intereſt inclines you to wiſh, they

would become good Servants; faithful, honeſt,

diligent and laborious. Now there is no Expe

dient in the World, that can ſo effectually ren

der them ſuch, as to make them real Chriſtians.

You cannot but own, that the Precepts of Chriſ

tianity, are a compleat Directory for the Beha

viour of Servants, and enjoin upon them every

Duty, that a Maſter can reaſonably require of

them : and that the Temper and Spirit of Chriſ

B 2 tianity,
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tianity, is the moſt excellent and amiable, that

can adorn human Nature, in any Station of Life.

There never was a good Chriſtian yet, who was

a bad Servant. To be a Chriſtian, as it refers to

Man, is to be obedient to Superiors, kind and

benevolent to all, faithful in every Truſt, dili

gent in every Calling. And is not this the very

Charaćter you wiſh your Servants to deſerve :

Well, endeavour to make them true Chriſtians;

and if God bleſs your Endeavours, ſuch they

will be. Indeed, they may be baptized, and be

Chriſtians in Name, and yet be as bad Servants,

and as bad Men, as if they were Heathens. But

this is not the Thing I am urging. Endeavour

to make them Chriſtians indeed ; and then you

will find, they will deſerve the Charaćter I have

deſcribed. This will make them better Servants,

than the Terror of the Laſh, and all the ſervile

and mercenary Meaſures you can uſe with them.

Then they will be governed by a Principle of

Conſcience towards God: a Principle, which will

make them as honeſt and diligent in your Ab

ſence, as while under your Eye. Then, accord

ing to St Paul's Injunétions, they will “be obe

“ dient to their Maſters in all lawful Things;

“ not with Eye-ſervice, as Men-pleaſers, but

“ in Singleneſs of Heart, fearing God;” whoſe

Eye, they will be ſenſible, is always upon them.

Then, “whatſoever they do, they will do it

“ heartily, as to the Lord, and not to Men :

“knowing, that of the Lord they ſhall receive

“ the Reward” of their Fidelity; “ for they

“ ſerve the Lord Chriſt,” even in ſerving their

earthly Maſters; and he will reward the Service,
- 3S
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as done to himſelf”. You ſee, therefore, that

your own Intereſt would be promoted by this

Means: In other Caſes, you are not inſenſible of

the powerful Influence of Intereſt. And ſhall it

not prevail upon you, to uſe proper Endeavours

for the Converſion of your poor Negroes Did

ſome ſpend that Time in the Uſe of ſuch Endea

vours, which they ſpend in tying them up, and

whipping them, they would probably receive

more Advantage from it. Reſolve, at leaſt, to

make Trial of this Expedient; and pray for a

divine Bleſſing upon it: and you will probably

ſee the happy Effects of it.

5. The Zeal and Generoſity of others may

ſtir you up to the Diſcharge of this Duty.

Sundry good People in England, at the Diſ.

tance of near Four thouſand Miles, who have no

Conneétion with your Slaves, but what they

have with human sº in general, are much

more zealous and active for their Converſion,

than, alas! Thouſands of their Maſters among

us. As Reading is one important Mean of ac

quiring religious Knowledge, they are very ſo

licitous the Negroes ſhould learn to read; and

that ſuch of them as have learned, ſhould be

furniſhed with good Books. For this Purpoſe,

they have been at the Expence of Two hun

dred Pounds Sterling in Books, which they

have, at different Times, ſent over to be diſtri

buted among them. A moſt ſeaſonable, pious

and diſintereſted Charity And may the God of

- B 3 all

* Coloſ. iii. 22–24.
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all Grace crown it with Succeſs I ſolicit your

Prayers with my own, for this Bleſfing; that

our generous Benefactors, though they ſhould

not receive the Intelligence ſooner, may meet in

Heaven with many from Virginia, both Whites

and Blacks, who were brought thither by Means

of this Charity. And I cannot but hope, and even

believe, that this, in ſome Inſtances, will be the

happy Conſequence. Such Aſſiſtance from ſo re

mote a Quarter is a new Spring to my Endeavours

among you; and gives me ſome Encouragement,

thatGod has remarkably gracious Deſigns towards

this guilty Land. It ſometimes ſeems to me, as i

the ſtrongHolds of Sin and Satan among us were

attacked from all Quarters; and therefore, that

it is determined in Heaven, they ſhall fall. Oh!

let your Prayers contribute to the Accompliſh

ment of my Hope.

Now, my Brethren, I may leave yourſelves to

judge, whether the religious Inſtruction of your

INegroes, be not a Duty incumbent upon you,

Is this the Concern of Chriſtians on the other

Side of the vaſt Ocean? And is it not much,

more yours, for whom theſe poor Creatures la

bour and toil all their Lives, and who receive the

Benefit of their Labours ? No Creatures in the

Britiſh Dominions ſtand in greater Need of ſuch

a Charity from our Britiſh Friends, than the poor

Negroes among us. But yet, I muſt ſay, this,

Neceſſity proceeds rather from the Want of pious,

Zeal and Generoſity in their Maſters, than from

the Want of Ability. Certainly, he that can.

lay out Forty or Fifty Pounds to purchaſe a
Slave, is able to ſpare a few; to furniſh

him with a few Books for his Inſtrućtion. This
. - 1S
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is undoubtedly the Caſe in general, though there

are ſome Exceptions. And who ſo ſtrongly ob

liged to furniſh your Slaves with theſe, as your

ſelves, who reap the Benefit of their Labours ?

Methinks you might bluſh to receive Aſſiſtance

in this Caſe. — But waving this Point at preſent,

what I would inculcate upon you is, that you

would, at leaſt, concur with the Endeavours of

the noble-ſpirited Benefactors, to , chriſtianize

your own Domeſtics. Let their Example fire

you with Emulation, and engage you in this

apoſtolic Work. Some of you, I doubt not,

will honeſtly make the Attempt. But alas ! I

am afraid, others will continue negligent, even

after theſe Helps are put into their Hands. If ſo,

I warn you beforehand, that you muſt give an

Account to the great God for your criminal

Omiſſion ; and it is Time for you to bethink

yourſelves, what Defence or Excuſe you ſhall be

able to make. —To enforce this Argument the

more, let me add,

6. The Relation you bear to your Negroes as

their Maſters, obliges you to inſtrućt them in the

Chriſtian Religion.

Indeed, this Duty is not yours alone : it is the

Duty of every Chriſtian, according to his Station,

to do all in his Power for the Converſion of

others: and there is no Perſon ſo inſignificant,

but he may contribute, ſomething, through di

vine Grace, to this benevolent Deſign. The

meaneſt Member in a Family may drop a Word,

or at leaſt lead a Life, that may tend to give

favourable Impreſſions of Chriſtianity to thoſe.

B-4 * around
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around him. The Inſtruction of Negroes is

particularly the Duty of Overſeers, who have the

immediate Care of them ; and they will find it

impoſſible to excuſe themſelves, by flinging the

Fault upon the Owners; eſpecially if they are

removed beyond the Reach of the Owner's In

ſpection. Their Souls will be required of the

Overſeer's Hand. And I tremble to think, what

a terrible Account many of them muſt give.

But after alſ, the Care originally and principally

lies upon the Maſters and Proprietors. It is as

much their Duty to feed their Minds with ſacred

Knowledge, as to feed and clothe their Bodies.

All the numerous and ſtrong Arguments for

Family-Religion in general, are equally conclu

five in Favour of this particular Branch of it.

But I cannot now take Time to mention them.

Will the Example of Abraham in my Text,

have no Weight with you ? Are not you under

the ſame Obligations with joſhua, to reſolve,

that, let others do what they pleaſe, “as for

“you and your Houſe, you will ſerve theLord **”

It is mentioned to the Honour of the Roman

Centurion, that he feared God with all his Houſe;

and ſome of his houſhold Servants or Slaves, and

the Soldiers under him, were devout Men +.

And why ſhould not you endeavour to render

your Slaves ſuch But I need not enlarge upon

ſo plain a Point. I will venture to leave it to

ur own Conſciences, to determine, whether

God would place immortal Souls under your

Care, without obliging you to endeavour to edu

cate them for a happy Eternity ? Shall they work

and

* Joſh. xxiv. 15. + Aéts x. 1, 7.
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and drudge for you all their Lives And are not

you bound, in Juſtice and Gratitude, to retaliate

them, by endeavouring to make them Partakers

of the rich Bleſfings of the Goſpel? Will you

not labour to make this Land of their Slavery, a

Land of ſpiritual Liberty to them; and to bring

them to ſhare in the heavenly Inheritance, in

Exchange for their Liberty, and as a Reward

for the Fruits of their Labours, which you en

jov -

J 'And now, upon a Review of all theſe Argu

ments together, I would have you come to ſome

Concluſion what you intend to do with regard to

this Duty, of which, I preſume, you are now

convinced. Brethren, what do you determine

to do I am ſure, if you have any Regard to

the Religion you profeſs, or the divine Author of

it; if you have any Regard to the Salvation of

an immortal Soul, or to the Laws of Juſtice and

Gratitude; if you have the leaſt Spark of ſincere

Piety towards God, or tryie Benevolence toMen;

you will honeſtly begin the Attempt, and will

not dare to live one Week more, in the Neglečt

of ſo plain and important a Duty. But I know,

thoſe that are diſaffected to the Duty, will try

to ward off the Convićtion, by various Pleas and

Excuſes. And were you now to ſpeak your

Minds, I ſhould probably hear you ſtart a thou

ſand Objećtions. -

Some of you, perhaps, would objećt, “That

“ your Negroes are ſuch ſullen perverſe Crea

“tures, or ſtupid Dunces, that it is impoſſible

“ to teach them any Thing that is good.”

This is undoubtedly the true Charaćter of ſome

of them; and it muſt afford a great deal of Grief -

B 5 to
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to ſuch of you, as are really concerned for their

everlaſting Happineſs. All you can do, in ſuch

a diſcouraging Caſe, is, to continue your En

deavours; and earneſtly pray for a Bleſſing upon

them, from that God, who alone can render

them efficacious. And who knows what may

be the Iſſue Do you wait patiently ; and you

may yet reap the Fruits of your pious Labours.

Sullen, and perverſe, and ſtupid as they are, di

vine Grace can render them gentle, pliable, and

teachable, as a little Child. But ſhould your

Endeavours alwayscontinue unſucceſsful, as you

may expect they will with regard to ſundry; yet

you have this ſolid Conſolation left you, that

you are clear of their Blood, and have delivered

your own Soul, and your Reward is with the

Lord. He will accept and reward even unſuc

ceſsful Fidelity. But I amº: this Ob

jection, in many Caſes, is but an idle Pretence.

Your Negroes may be ignorant and ſtupid as to

divine Things, not for Want of Capacity, but

for Want of Inſtrućtion; not through their Per

verſeneſs, but through your Negligence. From

the many Trials I have made, fº. Reaſon to

conclude, that making Allowance for their low

and barbarous Education, their imperfect Ac

quaintance with our Language, their having no

Opportunity for intelle&tual Improvements, and

the like, they are generally as capable of Inſtruc

tion, as the white People. Beſides, Chriſtianity,

as far as it is eſſential to Salvation, is not a diffi

cult Science; and if they do not learn it, the

Fault lies in the Heart, rather than in the Head,

Some of them ſhew, that they have Senſe enough

to love God, and hate Sin, though they are very

ignorant



--- -----o----> ----

ignorant in other Reſpects. But to be ſhort—

Be ſure you make a thorough Trial, before you

ſtart this Obječtion. Take all proper Means to

teach them, before you conclude they are un

teachable. And bear upon your Minds a deep

Senſe of the Vanity of all human Endeavours,

without the Concurrence of the Holy Spirit ; for

which, pray without ceaſing.

Some of you, perhaps, will obječt, “ That

“ you can find no Time to inſtrućt your Ne

“ groes; nor can you allow them Time to at

“ tend to Inſtruction.” I grant, that Religion

ſhould by noMeans be made a Pretence foridle

neſs in Maſters or Servants; and that moderate

Induſtry in your lawful Callings, is as much

your Duty, in its Place, as the religious Inſtruc

tion of your Domeſtics. But granting this, there

is no plauſible Ground for the Obječtion after

all. . For are not the Affairs of Eternity of in

finitely greater Importance to you, than thoſe of

Time : Should you not be much more ſolicitous

how you and yours ſhall ſubſiſt through eternal

Ages, than how you ſhall ſubſiſt for a few Years

in this vaniſhing World : If a proper Care of the

one, be inconſiſtent with the other, to which

ſhould you give the Preference 2 If you have not

Time enough to lay out upon both, which, do

you think, ſhould be neglected Time or Eter

nity ? Earth or Heaven f your periſhing Bodies,

or your immortal Spirits Can you heſitate a

Moment in ſo plain a Caſe? Whatever become

of yourſelves or your Families in this World, by

no means neglect to provide for your and their

Happineſs in the eternal World, which is juſt

before you. Whatever be undone, let not the

*** * * B 6 Work
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Work of Salvation be undone. Rather be poor,

yea, rather periſh through Hunger and Naked

neſs in this World, than let your Souls and Bo

dies, and thoſe of your Slaves, periſh for ever in

the World to come. This is a ſufficient Anſwer

to your Objećtion, upon the worſt Suppoſition

you can poſſibly make, viz. that the religious

Inſtruction of your Negroes is inconſiſtent with

your temporal Intereſt, and would render them

uſeleſs, or a Burden to you. But this Suppo

ſition is wholly groundleſs: for the Diſcharge of

your Duty to them, would not take up ſo much

Time, as that the Loſs would be perceivable at a

Year's End. Let this Duty take up your Sun

day Evenings, and other leiſure Hours, which

both you and your Slaves now ſpend in trifling

or finning. And if you ſhould ſet apart two or

three ſtated Hours in the Week for this Purpoſe,

where would be the mighty Loſs 2 Will you be

grudge this ſhort Space of Time for theSalvation

‘of thoſe poor Creatures, who ſpend their whole

Lives in your Service Beſides, you may eaſily

drop a Word of Inſtrućtion, while you are look

ing after them in the Field. Their Ears are

open, and their Thoughts may be employed

about divine Things, with an Ax or a Hoe in

their Hands. In ſhort, you will find, that this

Duty may be ſo managed, as to be no Hindrance

at all to your Buſineſs: and in the Iſſue, it may

be a great Advantage to it. For if God ſhould

bleſs your pious Diligence, it will render them

much better Servants to you, as well as to him.

Therefore, no longer think to excuſe yourſelf

with this frivolous Pretence; but immediately

attempt what is unqueſtionably your Duty. ...
- Will
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Will any of you farther objećt, “ That chriſ.

“ tianizing the Negroes makes them proud and

“ ſaucy, and tempts them to imagine themſelves

“ upon anº with white People f * But

is this the native Tendency of real genuine Chriſ

tianity Is the true Chriſtian Spirit haughty and

inſolent Do the Dočtrines or Precepts of Chriſ

tianity tend to cheriſh Pride and Diſobedience

If you think ſo, why do you not renounce it

yourſelves * Will you profeſs a Religion, which

has a native Tendency to make Men worſe, and

cheriſhes and confirms their wicked Diſpoſitions f

Will you initiate your Children into ſuch a dia

bolical Religion ? If you have ſuch Notions of

Chriſtianity, you are as rank Heathens at Heart,

as the rudeſt African Negroe: and your Chriſ

tian Profeſſion is a moſt glaring Abſurdity. But

you cannot but know in your-Conſciences, that

true Chriſtianity is quite another Thing; that it

tends to inſpire its Subjećts with Modeſty, Hu

mility, Meekneſs, Faithfulneſs, and every Grace

and Virtue; and that a good Chriſtian will always

be a good Servant. Recolle&t what I have ſaid

on this Head already, and it will entirely remove

your Objećtion. I grant indeed, that there is

nothing ſo excellent, but the depraved Heart of

Man may be capable of abuſing it to the vileſt

Purpoſes. But this is no Objećtion againſt the

Thing, but againſt the unnatural Abuſe of it. A

Man may be proud of his good Senſe, Learning,

Eſtate, or any real or imaginary Excellency.

But will you hence infer, that you ſhould keep

yourſelves or your Children ignorant, illiterate,

poor, and deſtitute of every good Quality, in

order to keep you humble and pliable, and to

- guard



uard againſt Pride and Inſolence : Upon this

Principle, you would leave human Nature naked

of every Excellency, and, to prevent Pride,

make it a meer Maſs of Deformity. In like

Manner, the holy Religion of Jeſus may be

abuſed as an Occaſion of Vanity and Self-con

ceit, by thoſe that uſurp the Name and external

Badges of it, without imbibing its Spirit. A

Negroe may deſire to be baptized, meerly that

he may be in the Faſhion; and even from this

baſe Principle he may be prompted to make

ſuch a Profeſſion of his Faith and Repentance,

as the Miniſters of the Goſpel, who cannot in

ſpect the Heart, may judge ſufficient for his Ad

miſſion to the Privileges of the viſible Church,

though his Profeſſion was but groſs Hypocriſy in

the Sight of God, and may afterwards appear

ſuch to them. Baptiſm and the Chriſtian Name

may indeed render ſuch a wretched Creature

worſe. But that is not becauſe he is a Chriſtian,

but becauſe he is not a Chriſtian, that is, a Chriſ

tian indeed, while he vainly imagines himſelf ſuch.

Nothing can be inferred from hence, but that

reat Care ſhould be taken in the Admiſſion of

8. to Baptiſm : And it is your Duty

to give all the Informations to Miniſters on this

Point, which may help to direét them in ſo dif

ficult and important, an Affair. ... I am ſenſible

that the Ordinance of Baptiſm, learning the

Creed, Ten Commandments and the Lord's

Prayer, a confuſed Deſire to be admitted to

*Church Privileges, and ſuch ſuperficial Qualifi

cations, are far from rendering them true Chriſ

tians; and if they are admitted upon no better

Evidence, they, as it were, receive a ".
- * * blow
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t;

Blow from the Hand that baptizes them ; and

the Chriſtian Name will be of no Service to

them ; and they are likely to be a Scandal to it.

Let them firſt ſee their Sins; let their Hearts be

broken with penitential Sorrows for them; let.

them .# and cry after Jeſus as the only Savi

our ; and receive him with all their Hearts; let

them, in ſhort, give, ſome hopeful Evidences,

that they are Chriſtians indeed; and then let

them wear the Chriſtian Name, and ſhare in all

the Privileges of the Children of God. Some

ſuch, bleſſed be God, are to be found among us;

and to their Lives I may refer you for the moſt

effe&ual Confutation of your Obječtion. Are

not the Savages transformed into Lambs and

Doves *. They ſtill have their Imperfeótions;

and the beſt Chriſtian among us cannot boaſt an

entire Freedom from them in this Life: but are

they not habitually humble and meek, dutiful,

faithful, diligent, and the Reverſe of what they

once were Such would all the Negroes be,

were they all ſincere Chriſtians: and what can

be a more ſtriking Evidence of the happy Ten

dency and powerful Efficacy of our holy Reli

Stations, truly good ; , ; ; . . . . .

But you will perhaps ſay, “Some, who once

“made a great Profeſſion of Religion, and were

“ baptized, have apoſtatized, and become as

“bad as ever.” This, alas ! is too true as to

ſome ; and the Lord have Mercy on the miſer

able Back-ſliders, whoſe laſt State is worſe than

their firſt! But you know,' this is not the Caſe.

of all, nor, I hope, of the Generality ; and to

find even a few choſen, among the many that
* * * : ***., are:

gion, to make Men of all Nations, and in all
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are called, is an unſpeakable Pleaſure; and a

ſufficient Encouragement to the Duty I am re

commending. But were the Ground of this

Complaint more general than it is, what would

you infer from it? that it is not the Duty of

Chriſtians to propagate their Religion, and par

ticularly of Chriſtian Maſters to propagate it

among their Domeſtics : This would be an ex

travagant Inference indeed; and upon this Prin

ciple, you would baniſh all Religion out of the

World. . Are there no Apoſtates among white

People, among Britons and Virginians ? Would

to God there were not! but the melancholy Faët

is too notorious to be denied. And ſhall all re

ligious Inſtructions be given up on this Account;

and the immortal Religion of Jeſus ſuffered to

die with the preſent Generation, without any

farther Endeavours to preſerve and ſpread it, left

ſome that have pretended to embrace it, ſhould

afterwards renounce it in Pračtice or Profeſſion 2

The Truth is, Offences muſt come; Apoſtaſies

muſt happen, in the preſent State of Things.

There have been Apoſtates from all the Religions

that ever were in the World, whether true or

falſe : Apoſtates from Judaiſm, Mahometiſm,

Heatheniſm, (if I may call them Apoſtates) as

well as from Chriſtianity. And if we muſt give

over our Attempts to propagate it on this Ac

count, it is to conſent to put an End, to all Re

ligion, whether Natural or Revealed, whether

true or falſe. The beſt Remedy againſt this, is

what I preſcribed in Anſwer to the laſt Objec

tion, viz. to take all poſſible Care, that none

be admitted to Baptiſm, and into the Chriſtian

Church, but ſuch as give hopeful Evidences of a

- ** thorough
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thorough Converſion. After all, it muſt, alas ! .

be expected, that while Miniſters can judge only

by external Appearances, and ſome even of the

unpoliſhed Negroes are artful enough to deceive,

many will unavoidably be admitted, who, like

the Crowds of Chriſtians among us of a fairer

Colour, are but Hypocrites ; and, notwithſtand

ing all their Privileges, will be condemned at

laſt as Workers of Iniquity; or may, perhaps,

even in this Life, throw off the Maſk, and ren

der it neceſſary to exclude them from the Com
munion of Chriſtians. •

The dulleſt of Mankind have generally a very

ready Invention to find out Obječtions againſt a

Duty that is diſagreeable to them : And it may

be impoſſible for me to particularize them all.

But I dare ſay, your Judgment is already con

vinced ; and, however unwilling you may be to

own it, your Conſcience is on my Side. You

may pretend this and that as the Reaſon of your

Omiſſion. But ſhall I tell you the plainTruth?

—The true Reaſon is, your ſtupid Careleſſneſs

about Religion, and about your own Souls, as

well as thoſe of your Slaves. Could this Ob

jećtion, the Objećtion, not of your Reaſon, but

of a wicked Heart, be once removed, we ſhould

hear no more of the reſt. For this is a certain

Truth, that he that loves Religion himſelf, will

endeavour to bring others to love it; he that is

concerned about his own Salvation, will be alſo

concerned about that of others; and he, and

only he, who is careleſs what becomes of his

own Soul, can be careleſs about the Souls com

mitted to his Charge. And are you fit for Hea

ven, or likely to be admitted thither, while this

- - \ - - Temper



Temper is predominant in you? Are you pre

pared for the Region of Holineſs, while you are

thus diſaffected to it? Alas! no ; in your pre

ſent Condition, you are fitted for Deſiru:iion,

and nothing elſe. And is it not Time for you

to awake to the Care of your own immortal Souls?

When once you begin to take Care of them,

you will ſoon extend your Care to the Souls of

your poor Negroes.

And now, Sirs, may I not hope, you are de

termined to live in the wilful §. of this

Duty no longer ? If not, will you not be ſelf

condemned? Will you not carry an uneaſy Mo

nitor in your own Breaſts, that will be perpetu

ally urging you to your Duty, and remonſtrating

againſt your Omiſſions of it? And oh! what

Account will you give to the great God at laſt

Oh! that you may think of it in Time : for I

can aſſure you, it deſerves your moſt ſerious

Thoughts,

What now remains is, to give you ſome Di

rečions for the right Performance of this Duty.

And theſe ſhall refer both to the Qualifications

required in you as the Inſtructors of your Slaves,

and the beſt Manner of inſtrućting them, Iſhall

not enlarge upon either: for, I know, if you

are zealouſly ſet upon the Diſcharge of the Duty,

;few ſhort Hints as to the Manner, will be ſuf

Clent, -

The Direáions with regard to yourſelves are

ſuch as theſe, -->

Endeavour to furniſh your own Minds with

religious Knowledge ; otherwiſe, it is inſ.
- 1DIC
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ſible you ſhould communicate religious Know

ledge to your Domeſtics. – For this Purpoſe,

read, hear, pray, meditate, and diligently attend

upon all Means of Inſtrućtion. – In this Way,

you may hope to remove an Objećtion, which,

alas ! has as much Truth in it, as any of thoſe,

I have anſwered, viz. “ That you are ſo igno

“rant yourſelves, that you are not capable of

“ teaching others.” #. ſcandalous and cri

minal is this, to be ignorant of the Religion you

profeſs! to be ignorant of it, with Bibles in your.

Hands, and Means of Inſtrućtion all around

you! How dangerous a State is this Can you

expect to blunder into Heaven at Random, with-,

out knowing the Way that leads to it? Alas !

you may be deſtroyed for lack of Knowledge”, as

well as by the groſſeſt Vice. Therefore labour

'. furniſh your Minds with uſeful Knowledge.
aln 3

- - - i.

ºwo, to maintain a deep Senſe of eternal

Things upon your Spirits. Or, labour to get

your Hearts deeply impreſſed with the Things

you know.—This will at once excite you to uſe,

proper Means for the Converſion of thoſe under.

your Care, and make you ſerious and ſolemn in
the Uſe of them. -

Let your Example enforce your Inſtrućtions,

and exhibit to them a living Pattern of pračtical

Religion, The dulleſt Negroe has Senſe enough

to ſee the Abſurdity of a meer Profeſſion of Reli

gion, without a correſpondent Pračtice. But if

they ſee that your Religion makes you goodM. º

* ,

* Hoſ. iv. -6.
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and conſequently good Maſters, it will be a ſtrong

Preſumption to them in its Favour.

In a Word, Endeavour to be true Chriſtians

yourſelves, in Knowledge, in Temper, and in

Pračtice; and then you are qualified to inſtruct

your Families. But without theſe Qualifications,

you will not either make the Attempt; or are

not likely to ſucceed in it.

Let me now add a few Direétions as to the

Manner and //ays of Inſtrućtion.

Encourage your Negroes to learn to read, and

give them all the Aſfiſtance in your Power. En

courage your Children to teach them: or let one

of themſelves be taught either at Home, or at

School; and let him teach the reſt *. There

may be ſome of them ſo old, ſo ſtupid, or ſo ig

norant of our Language, that it may be almoſt

impoſfible to teach them. But as to the Young,

eſpecially thoſe that are born in your Houſes ;

and as to thoſe that are deſirous to learn, though

advanced in Age, I have found by Experience,

this Direction is very practicable. Let us zea

- - louſly

* As I would earneſtly recommend reading the

Scriptures and ſinging the Praiſes of God as Parts of

Family-Religion; ſo I would recommend it, as an

eaſy andvery uſeful Expedient to improve the Negroes

in Reading, that, when they begin to read, they be

ordered to bring their Bibles and Pſalm Books with

them, when they attend upon Family-Worſhip, and

to look over the Chapter or Pſalm, as it is read by the

Maſter of the Houſe. This I have found by Experi

ence to be a very good Expedient.

º
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!ouſly make the Attempt with the preſent Gene

ration; and then they will be able to teach their

Children themſelves; and thus this uſeful Branch

of Learning will be conveyed down to their

Poſterity, with little Trouble or Expence to their

Owners.

Frequently ſpeak ſeriouſly to them upon the

great Concerns of Religion. -

Endeavour to teach them ſome ſhort Sum

mary of the Chriſtian Religion. And I know

none ſo proper for them, becauſe none ſo plain,

asDr Watts's firſt and ſecond Setts of Catechiſms :

which, if you cannot, or will not provide for

them, I ſhall endeavour to furniſh them with. .

Maintain the daily Worſhip of God in your

Families. And endeavour to time it ſo, that

your Slaves may have Opportunity of attending.

—What can more familiarly teach them their

Wants and Mercies, their Duties and Sins, than

to hear you ſolemnly mention them every Day in

your Prayers to God

Reſtrain them from rambling about on the

Lord's Day, the moſt proper Time for them to

get Knowledge; and do not connive at their

working upon it for themſelves; much leſs ob

lige them to it, in order to furniſh themſelves

with thoſe Neceſſaries, which it is your Duty to

provide for them. Command and oblige them to

ſpend thoſe ſacred Hours in public and private

Attendance upon divine Worſhip; and endea

vour to make them ſenſible of the Ends and De

figns of it. -

Maintain
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Maintain a proper Authority over them, and

do not make yourſelves contemptible to them,

by exceſſive Familiarity and Indulgence. But,

on the other Hand, do not treat them with Bar

barity, as if they were Dogs, and had no Share

in the ſame human Nature with yourſelves.

Finally; be always ſenſible, that the Succeſs

of all your Endeavours depends upon the Con

currence of divine Grace ; and earneſtly pray

to God for the Bleſſed Spirit to make them effec

tual. :

Theſe ſhort Direétions are eaſy to be under

ſtood by thoſe that are diſpoſed to practiſe them.

And certainly, they are not impračticable, thro'

the Grace of God, to a Chriſtian. The Ob

jećtions againſt them muſt ariſe not from Reaſon

or Inability, but from a ſlothful diſaffected Heart.

The Omiſſion will involve you in very dreadful

Guilt, and it is likely to occaſion the eternal

Ruin of Thouſands of immortal Souls. The

Obſervance of them, through the divine Bleſfing,

might contribute to your Satisfaction and Intereſt.

in Time and Eternity, and advance a very mi

ferable Part of human Nature to all the Glory

and Happineſs of the heavenly World. If any

of you are Proof againſt the Energy of ſuch Con

fiderations as theſe, I have none more weighty

or affecting to propoſe to you. But ſome of you,

I doubt not, have already felt their Force, and

others will, I hope, ſubmit to it for the future.—

Which may God grant for Jeſus' Sake. Amen.

F 1 N I S.
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extracted. Price 3 d. or 25 for 5 s. ſtitch'd.

Uſeful and Delightful Inſtrućtions, by way of Dia
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