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A LETTER, &ec

', Reverend and dear ‘Sir,

iQF << the Publication of a Narrative of the
INCSENAS ¢ Rife, Progrefs and prefent Situation of
S 1 8528 ¢ Religion in Virginia,may not only gra-
iS¢ < tify good People, but (as you give me

¢¢ Reafon to hope) animate theirPrayers
¢ tfor us, and alfo encourage Preachers to come into
¢ thefe Parts ;” I fhould charge my felf with a crimi-
.nal Negle, did I deprive this Colony of thefeBleflings,
by delaying or refufing to publifh the marvellousWorks
of the Lord among us. Such Matters are liable to
Mifreprefentations ; and I doubt not but the State of
Religion in thefe Parts has fuffered the fame Fate with
other Facls reported by common Fame, and been mag-
nified or diminithed to you. I fhall therefore, Sir,with
as much Brevity and Accuracy as the Cafe and myCir-
- cumftances will allow, give you an Account of the State
- of Religion among the Proteftant Diffenters in Virginia,
not only in my Congregation in Hanover, but alfo in
the Frontier Counties of this Colony, which are gene-
rally inhabited by Diffenters ; which, after Perufal, you
may prefent to the Publick, or doom to Oblivion, as
your Prudence will dire¢t. I look upon my felf under
_ the moft facred Obligations to maintain the ftricteftRe-
gard to Matter of Fat in my Narrative : and as my
Refidence in Hanover above three Years, and my Itine-
o ' A2 T rations
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~ rations among the vacant Congregations in the Frontier

Counties, have furnifhed me with peculiar Opportuni-
ties of Informartion, myMifreprefentations would be the
more inexcufable. =~ - L

‘ My Defign Sir, is not to inform the World- of my
petty perfonal Concerns, to boaft of Profelytes, or to af-
perfe the Church dof England here eftablifhed ; and there-
fore, 'to avoid Sufpitions, ¥ muft fupprefs fandry Parti-
culars that might be proper to mention in the Freedoms
of amicable Converfation, but are not to be trufted to
the Candour of a cenforiousWorld ; and I have always
tho’t it an Inftance of Imprudence pregnant with mif-
chievous Confequences, when Perfons in fuch Cafes un-
bofom themfelves to Mankind in general, with the un-
guiarded Libertiés of intimate Friendfhip.

Tt will not probably be worth while to give you any
furtherGeographicalAccount of Hanover County,where
the late Revival of Religion began, than that it is fitus
ated, I think, pretty near the Centre of Virginia ; isa
flourithing County, and generally very healthy to Per-
fons from all Nations'; which I mention Sir, to remove .
your Scruple, ¢ Whether this Climate agrees with the
s« Conftitution of New-England Men ?” :

T hope I may obfervewithout theUmbrage of Calum-
ny, what glares with irrefiftable Evidence on the Eyes
of the Serious of all Denominations among us, that Re-
ligion has been, and in moft Parts of the Colony ftill is,
in a very low State. A furprizing Negligence appears-
in attending on publick Worfhip ; and an equally fur-
prizing Levity & Unconcernednefs in thofe that attend.
Family-Religion is 2 Rarity, and a folemn Solicitude
about eternal Things is ftill a greater,  Vices of various
Kinds are triumphant, and even a Form of Godlinefs is
not common. The Clergy univerfally,as far as my In-
telligence extends, haveembraced the modifh Syftem of
Arminian Divinity, (tho’ I allow my felf the Pleafure ta
hore thete are fundry confcienciousPerfons ameng the mc)l
S ’ - - an




and the Calviniftic, or rather PavLing Articles of their
own Church are countéd horrendous and infufferable.—
But I fuppofe univerfal Fame has fuperfeded my Infor-
mation ; and therefore I willingly exempt my felf from
the difagreable Tafk. :

. L cannot find there has been a diffenting Minifter fet-
tled in Virginia; *ull lately, fince its firft Plantation.
You no doubt remember what Dr. Mather, and Mr.
Neal from him, relate of the fending of Meflirs. Fames,
Knowles, and Thomfon into it from New-England, at the
Invitation of fundry of its Inhabitants, above aHundred
Years ago ; and of their being compelled to depart the
Colony by the Governour’s Order, after preachinga few
Sermons : * Since which, there have been hardly any
Attempts made to obtain fuch Minifters, ’till a2 few
Years ago ; and many of the Populace knew little or
nothing of any Denomination, but that in which they
had been educated. ' '

I have Reafon to hope Sir, there are and have been

a few Names in various Parts of the Colony, who are
fincerely feeking the Lord, and groping after Religion,
in the Communion of the Church of England ; which
I charitably prefume from my finding there were a few.
of this happy Character in & about Hanover befare the
lateRevival of Religion. Such were awakened,as they
have told me, either by their own ferious Reflections,
fuggefted and enforced by divine Energy ; or on read-
ing fome Authors of the laft Century, particularly
Bolton, Baxter, Flavel, Bunyan, 8&c. Some of them
were wont to attend on publick Worfhip in the eftab-
lithed Church without much murmuring at the Enter-
tainments there ; tho’ they were fenfible thefe were
vaftly inferior to what paft Ages were favoured with,
and often wondered if there were fuch Doctrines raught
any where in the World at prefent, as they found inthe
g o Writings

~ ® See Neal's Hit, of N.England, Vol. I p. 220. fub an. 1642.
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Writings of thefe good Men. Others of them, tho’
they had no Objettions againft the Ceremonies of the
Church of England, except a few who were thocked at
the impracticable Obligations impofed upon the Spon-
fors in Baptifm, were utterly diffatisfied with the ufual
Doctrines taught from the Pulpit. Tho’ thefe were
generally true, and would have been ufeful, in
their Connettion with the Scheme of evangelical
Doctrines ; yet fo many neceflary Truths were
neglected, as rendered thofe that were inculcated of very
little Service. The whole Syftem of what is diftin-
guifhed by the Name of experimental Religion, was paft

- - over in Silence. The Depratity of bumane Nature, the

Neceffity of Regeneration, and it’s Pre-requifites, Nature
and Effedts, the various Exercifes of pious Souls according
%o their feveral Cafes,8cc. thefe were omitted ; and with-
out thef€, you know Sir, the fineftDeclamations on mo-
ral Duties or fpeculative Truths, will be but wretched
Entertainment tohungrySouls.  Such a maim’dSyftem
is not the compleat Religion of Jesus, that glories in
the amiable Symmetry, mutual Dependency and Subfervi-
ency of all its Dotrines, as its peculiar Charateriftic.
‘Had the whole Counfel of God been declared, had all the
Doctrines of the Gofpel been folemnly and faithfully
preached in the eftablithed Church; 1 am perfwaded
there would have been but few Diffenters in thefe Parts
of Virginia 5 for, as I obferved, their firft Objections
were not againft the peculiar Rites 8 Ceremonies of that
Church, much lefs againft her excellent Articles ; but
againft the general Strain of the DoFrines delivered from
the Pulpit, in which thefe Articles were oppofed, or
(which wasthe more common Cale) not mentioned at all »
fo that ar firft they were not properlyDiffenters from the
original Conftitution of the Church of England, but the
moft ftrit Adberents.to it, and only diffented from thofe
that had forfaken it, tho? they ftill ufurped the Deno-
mination.  But tho’ fuch Impartiality in preaching the
" ' " Gofpel
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Golfpel might have prevented the Advancement of the -

Intereft of the Diffenters as a Party, it would have tend- .

ed to promote the infinitely more valuable Interefts of
the bleffed Redeemer : and had this been the Cafe, our
Zecal and Induftry to convert them to Prefbyterianifm,

would have been almoft fuperfluous, and quite difprc-

portioned. And here Sir, it may be proper to ob-
ferve, That when in this Narrative I fpeak of the In-
creafe of Diffenters in thefe Parts with an Air of Satis=
fa&tion, I do not boaft of them as meer Captures from
the Church of England, but as hopefully fincere Profe:
Iytes to living Religion, or at leaft as lying open to Con-
viction, and in the Way of more profitable Means.. I
cannot indeed but confciencioufly diffent from fome of
the Peculiarities of that Church ; and it tends a little
to heighten our Satisfaction, . when fuch as agree with

 usin Effentials, and appear truly pious, do alfo agree

with us inCircumftantials ; for asAgreement is theFeun-
dation and Meafure of focial Love, #his muft be co-
extended with tbas : Yet as I am fully perfwaded .z5e
Kingdom of God is not Meat & Drink, but Righteoufnefs
and Peace and oy in the Holy Ghoft. 5 and that Perfons
of fuperiour Piety and Judgment have ufed thefe Rites
and Ceremonies with Approbation ; I think the Alte-
ration of Men’s Principles and Practice with Refpectto
thefe Things only, without being born again of God, is

a wretched Converfion ; and it would infpire me with -

much greater Joy to fee a pious Church-man, than a
gracelefs Prefbyterian. 1 cheertully embrace the Senti-
ments of that illuftrious Divine Mr. Howe, + . That
<« qwithout theEffufion of the Spirit from bigh,” to fathion
the Hearts of Men into 2 Conformity to . the bleffed
God, and to prepare them for a happy Immortality,
it mayters little, and fignifies to me._ fcarce ome Straw,
¢ what Party of us is uppermoft : The moftRighteous,

‘" . « .. (as

1 Sec Howe's Works, Vol. IL p. 474
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(as they may be vogu'd) will be but asBryars & [cratching
\Thorns; andit is better to fufferby fuch,than to be of them.”
Thechief Reafon Sir,whyI call upon you to congratulate
the Increafe of theDiffenters here, and rejoyce in it my
felf, is, becaufe I have Ground to hope that theNumber
of the Heirs of Heaven is augmented in fome Propor-
#ion, tho’ alas ! not to an Equality ; and to triumph on
inferior Accounts,  would argue the narrow Genius of
a Bigor. But to return.

The Few that profefs’d a Diffatisfaian with the ge-
neral Strain of Preaching in Church, and therefore ei-
ther abfented themfelves, or attended with Murmuring
and Relutance,were generally counted whimficalCrea=
tures,and hypocritical Affetors of Singularity : and in-
deed they could not but own their Sentiments fingular 3
for they knewof none intheprefent Ageof the fameMind
with them 3 and therefore had no Profpect of obtain-
ing-a Minifter to preach to them thofe Do&rines they
thirfted for. Their Notions, as faras I can learn,were

found in the main; tho’ intermix’dwith fome corruptNotis -

ons verging towards Antinomianifm,the oppofiteExtreme

to that they had left. Andtho’ this rendered them more
odiaus to their Adverfaries, and furnithed them with
Qccafions more plaufibly to expofe them ; yet,confider-
ing their Circumftances as being deftitute of ajudicious
Minifter to inftruét them in the Doétrines of the Gof-
pel, and caution them againft Miftakes ; and as la-
bouring under the Prejudices of Education, and tranf-
ported with the Sallies of their firft Zeal, which is ge-
- nerally imprudent and wild ; I am more furprized at
their Soundnefs and Regularity in moft Things, than at
their Miftakes and Extravagancies ina few. - k
.. In this Cafe about ten or twelve Perfons who ar¢ now
Members of my Congregation, had been for fomeTime
before theRevival of Religion which began in the Yeat
1743. One Mr. Samuel Morris (for I am not athamed
Fublickly to mention his Name, notwithftanding the
’ ” e <.’ o -Calumn‘ic‘
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Calumnies flung upon it by many)aPerfonof a Forward;
fociable Spirit, wha hadfor fome Time been extremely
anxious about his eternal State, & unweariedly feekin

Relief by allMeans within hisReach,at length obtain’d a
Difcovery of that gloriousMethod ofSalvation thro’ Jefus
Chrift,to whichSinners from all theEnds of theEarth look
and are faved,and where they univerfally agree to fix ali
their Hopes,notwithftanding the grcatDwerﬁty of their

" Circumftances as ta Situation, Education, outward In-

ftruction, &c. The diftinét Relation he has given me
of his Exercifes at that Time and fince, and the prevail-
ingPiety of his common Behaviour,leave me no Room
to be anxious about the Sincerity of his Religion ; tho’,
as it is common in fuch Cafes, his former pious Zeal to
tlo Good, with 3 few very pardonableImprudences thag
attended xt,have fix’d an indelibleOdium on hisCharaer
among many who oppofed the religious Concern he at-
tcmptcd to Yromotc After this Difcovery of the Gof-
el, his Soul was anxious for theSalvation of hlch:orh-
ours, and inflamed with Zeal to ufe Means to awakcn
them. This was the Tendency of his Converfation 3
and he alfo read to them fuch Authors as had becq
moft ufeful to him, particularly Luther’s Commens
upon the Galatians, which firft opened to him the Way
of Juttification thro’Chrift alone,and hisZable-Diftourfes;
fundry Pieces of honeft Bunysn’s &c. By thofe Means
a few.of his Neighbours were made more tho’tful about
Religion than u{ual and doubtful they had lived ’till
then in a carelefs Ionorance of it; but the Concern was
not very extenfive. -
I have prevailed, Sir, on my goodFriend before mcn-
tioned, who was the principal private Inftrument of

- promoting the late Work,and therefore well acquainted

~ with it, to write me a Marrative of its Rife & Progtefs

from this Period *till' my Settlement here : and th:s.
together with the Subftance of what he and others have
told me, I fhall prefent to you without any. material
. B o Altcranonsg
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‘Alterations, and perfonate him, - tho® I fhall not exactiy
ufe his Words.
_ « The Reverend Mr.?7bitefield had been in Virginia,
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I think, in the Year 1740, and at the Invitation of
the Rev.Mr.Blair,our latecCommiffary, had preached
in Williamfburg, our Metropolis,about 6oMiles from
Hanover. HisFame wasmuch{pread abroad,as a very
warm and alarming Preacher ; which made fuch of

‘us in Hanover as had been awakened, very eager to

fee & hear him ; "but as he left the Colony before we
heard of him,we had noOpportunity. Butin theYear
—43,a young Gentleman arrived fromScotland with
a Book of his Sermons preached in Glafgow,& taken
from hisMouth in fhortHand,which with Difficulty 1
procured. After Thad read itwith'greatLiking&Bene-~
fit,linvited my Neighbours tocome & hear it; andthe
Plainnefs, Popularity, & Fervency of the Difcourfes,
being peculiarlyfitted to affect ourunimprovedMinds,
and the Lord rendring the Word efficacious, many
were convinced of their undone Condition, and

“conftrained to feek Deliverance with the greateft So-

licitude. A confiderable Number convened every
Sabbath to hear thefe Sermons, inftead of going to
Church, and frequently on Week Days. The Con-
cern of fome was fo paffionate and violent, that they
could not avoid crying out,weeping bitterly,&c.and
that when fuch Indicationsof religiousConcern were
{o ftrange and ridiculous, that they could not be oc-
cafioned by Example or Sympathy, and the Affecta-
tion of them would have been fo unprofitable an In-

-ftance of Hypocrify, that none could be tempted to

it. My Dwelling-Houfe at length was too imall to
contain the People; whereupon we determined to
build a Meeting- Houfe, meerly forReading ; for we
knew of no Minifter in the World whom we could
get to preach to us according to our Liking; and
having never begn accuftomed to focial extempore

. e A R p i i o ':j‘}?raycr!
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¥¢' Prayer, none of us durft attempt it in Company. By
¢ this fingle Mean fundry were folemnly awakened,and
¢¢ their Conduct ever fince is a living Atteftation of the

¢ Continuance and happy Iffue of their Impreffions.

N o

+4¢ "When the Report of thefe Sermons and the Effe@s’

¢¢ occafioned by reading them was fpread Abroad,I was
¢ invited to feveral Places to read them, ata confide-

¢ rable Diftance 3 and by this Means the Concern was

¢ propagated. _. |

¢ .About this Time, our abfenting our felves from’
<¢ Church, contrary,as was alledged,to the Laws of the
¢¢ Land, was taken Notice of ; and we were called up-
¢ on by the Court to aflign our Reafons for it, and to
¢ declare whatDenomination we were of. As we knew
¢ but little of any Denomination of Diffenters, except
$¢ Quakers, we were at a Lofs what Name to affume.
¢ At length recolleting that Lutber was a noted Re-
¢ former, and that his Doctrines were agreable to our
¢ Sentiments, and had been of fpecial Service to us, we
€ declared our felves Lutherans ; and thus we conti<
¢ nued ’till Providence afforded us an unexpeéted Op-
% portunity of hearing the Rev Mr.William Robinfon. -

Here Sir, it may be proper for me to lay afide the
Perfon of my Informer for a while, and interrupt the
Connection of his Relation, to give you fome Account
of the Travels & Succeffes of that z<alous, faithtul and
laboriousMinifter of Chrift,the late Mr.Robinfon, whofe
dear Memory will mingle with my fofteft & moft grate-
ful Thot’s, as long as I am capable of Reflettion. He
was in the Miniftry about fix Years, and never took the
Charge of a Congregation *till a few Months before hig
happy and triumphant Exit. The neceffitous Circum-
ftances of manyVacancies, and the Profpect of more ex-
tenfive Ufefulnefs engaged him to expofe his fhattered
Conftitution, to all the Hardfhips & Fatigues of almoft
tininterrupted Itinerations ;3 and it has been my Lot to
trace his Travels in {undry Parts of Pennfyluania,Mary=
' vis ] i, ' oy
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land and Virginia 5 and 1 cannot recolle@ one Place isk
which. he had officiated for any Time, where there were’
not fome illuftrious Effeéls of his Miniftry. He had &'
noble difinterefted Ambition 20 preach the Gofpel, where
Chrift was net named y and therefore, by thePermiffion
of the Prefbytery, he took a Journey thro’ the new Set-
tlements in Pennfylvania, Virginia, and North-Carolinay
in which he continued about.two Years, opprefs’d with
the ufual Difficulties a weakly Conftitution finds in tra-
velling a Wildernefs, and animated only by his glorieus
Succefles. He continued for fome Time in Lunenburg,:
a County about 100 Miles S. W. of this, where (as I
fhall have Occafion to obferve more fully hereafter) a
fmall Number of Prefbyterians from the northern Colo-
nies were fettled, intermixt with aNumber of loofe /ir-
ginians 3 and there he was the happy Inftrument of re-
claiming many tho’tlefs Creatures, and founding a flou-
rifhing Congregation. In Amelia alfo, a County fome>
what nearer this than the former, his Labours were ex=
tenfively blefs’d ; and while he was there, or near it,
fome of the People in Hanover having had fome imper-
fet Information of him, fent him an Invitation to come
and preach to them, tho’ they knew very little of his
Character or Method of Preaching, only that it wasun-
common & tended to awakenPeople. They ventured
to make an Appointment for him to- preach at their
Reading-Houfe (if I may fo call it) before they received
any Promife from him by their Meflfenger ; and with
much Difficulty he came againft the Day appointed.
Some of the People were anxious to difcover his Prin-
¢iples privately in theMorning before he was to preach 3
but knew not how, *till they fell upon the Device of
afking his Opinion of fome Books they approved of.
Upon his declaring his Approbation of thefe Tefts of
Oythodoxy, they were tranfported with the moft plea-
fing Expectations, and with eager Impatience attended
him to the Place where he was to preach. o :
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" 1 {hall now re-affume the Perfon of my Informe,r,aﬁ&
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¢ On the 6th of Fuly~—43,
Mr. Robinfon . preached his firft Sermon to us from
Luk. 13. 3. and continued with  us preaching four
Days fucceflively. ‘The Congregation was large the
firft Day ; and as the Report of him fpread, it vaftly
encreas’d on the three enfuing. ’Tis hard for the
livelieft Imagination to form an Image of the Condi-
tion of the Aflembly on thefe glorious Days of the

.Son of Man. Such of us as had been hungring for

the Word before, were loft 'in an agreable Confufion
of various Paffions, furprized, aftonifhed, pleafed;
enraptured ! fo that we were hardly capable of Self-
Government, and fome could not refrain from pub-
lickly declaring theirTranfport: wewere overwhebm-
ed with.the Tho’ts of the unexpetted Goodnefs of

'God, in allowing us to hear the Gofpel preached in

a Manner that furpaffed even our formerWifhes;and
much more our Hopes. Many that came thro’ Cu-
riofity were pricked to.the Heart 3 and but few in the
numerous Affemblies on thefe: four Days appeared -
unaffeCted. They returned aftonithed,alarmed with
Apprehenfions of their dangerous Condition, con-
vinced of their former entire Ignorance of Religion,
and anxioufly enquiring, what they fhould do to be
faved ; and there is Reafon to believe there was as

¢ much Good dene by thefe four Sermons, as by all

. “

the Sermons preached in thefe Parts before or fince.

- ¢ Before Mr. Robinfon left us, he fuccefsfullyendea-
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voured to correct fome of our Autinomian Miftakes,

¢ and to bring us to carry on theWorfhip of God more
¢ regularlyatourMeetings. He advifed ustomeettoread

good Sermons, and to begin & conclude withPrayer
and finging of Pfalms,which’till then we had omitted.
When we met next,we complied with his Directions 5
and when all the reft refufed, I read and prayed with
Trembling and Diffidence ; which Method w?s o,bc-l
o - ¢ derve
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% ferved in fundry Places ’till we were furnithed with
¢ a Minifter. The Blefling of God remarkably at-
¢ tended thefe more private Means ; and it was really
< aftonithing to obferve the folemn Impreffions begun
¢ or continued in many, by hearing good Difcour-
¢ fes read. I had repeated Invitations to come to
¢« many Places round, fome of them 30 or 40
. “ Miles diftant, to read ; with which I generally
¢« comply’d. Confiderable Numbers were won’t to at-:
<« tend, with eager Attention and awful Solemnity ;
¢ and fundry were, ina Judgment of Charity, thoro’ly
¢ turned to God, and thereupon erected Meeting-
« Houfes, and chofe Readers among themfelves, by

¢¢ which the Work was more extenfively carried on. .

¢ Soon after our Father, Mr. Robinfon, left us, the
¢ Rev. Mr. Jobn Blair paid us a fhortVifit ; and truly
 he came to us in the Fulnefs of the Gofpel of Chrift.
¢ Former Impreflions were ripened, and new formed
“ on many Hearts. One Night in particular a whole
¢ Houfe-full of People was quite over-come with the
« Power of the Word, particularly of one pungent
¢ Sentence that dropt from his Lips ; and they could
¢ hardly-fit or ftand, or keep their Paffions under any
v proper Reftraints, fo general was the Concern during
¢ his Stay with us ; and fo ignorant were we of the .
c ger Perfons in fuch a Cafe were in of Apoftacy,
< which unhappy Obfervation has fince taught us,
“ that we pleafed our felves with the Expecta-
“ tion of the gathering of more People to the divine
¢ Sbilob than now feem to,have been actually gathered
“ to him ; tho’ there be ftill the greateft Reafon to
* ¢ hope that fundry bound themfelves to the Lord in

¢ an everlafting Covenant, never to be forgotten.’

¢ Some Time after this, the Rev. Mr. Fobn Roan,
“ was fent by the Prefbytery of New-Caftle, (under
“ whofe immediateCare we had voluntarily placed our
¢ felves to fupply us. - He continued with us longer
' ¢ than
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than either of the former ; and the happy Effe&ts of
his Miniftrations are ftill apparent in manyInftances:
He preached at fundry Places at the earneft Solici-
tations of thePeople, which was. the happy Occafion
of beginning and promoting the religious Concern,
where there were little Appearances of it befores
This, together with his fpeaking pretty freely about
the Degeneracy of the Clergy in this Colony, gavea
general Alarm, and fome Meafures were concerted to

fupprefsus. Toincenfe theIndignation of theGovern-
ment the more, a perfidiousWretch depofed,he heard
Mr. Roan ufe fome blafphemous Expreffions in his
Sermon,and fprak in the moft thocking & reproach-
ful Manner of the eftablithed Church.  An Indi&t-
ment was thereupon drawn up againftMr. Roan, (tho’
by that Time he had departed the Colony) and fome
of the People who had invited him to preach at their
Houfes,werecited to appear before theGeneralCourt,
(which in thisGovernment confifts of theGovernour
or Commander in Chief, and His Majefty’sCouncil)
and two of them were fined twenty SkillingsSterling,
befides the Cofts, which in one of the Cafes would
have amounted to near fifty Pounds,had theEvidences
demanded their Due. While my Caufe was upon
Trial, Ihad Reafon to rejoyce that the Throne of
Grace is acceflible in a// Places, and that helplefs
Creatures can waft up their Defires un/een, to God, in
the midft of a Crowd. Six Evidences were cited to
prove the Indiétment againft Mr. Roan ; but their

¢ Depofitions were in his Favour ; and as for the Evi4

dence mentioned juft now, who accufed him of Blaf~
phemy againft God and the Church, when he heard
of Meffirs. G. Tennent’s and S. Finley’s Arrival, he
fled, and has not retutned fince ; fo that the Indicts
ment was drop’d. 1 had Reafon to fear being ba-
nithed the Colony, and all Circumftances feem’d to
threaten theExtirpationof Religion amongtheDiﬁ'c?g

2 e 1amengiacie T
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- &6 In thefe Difficulties we lay, thhout any Perfon oF W]
a publlck Charaéter to appear in ourFavour; where-
upon we, determined to acquaint the Synod' of New-
YorkwithourCafe; ‘hoping thata SynodicalReprefen-
tation of it to our worthy Governour, the Hon. 'Sir
WiLt1am Goocs, might free him from the Mifin-
formations under which he laboured, and procure
us the Libetties granted to Proteftant Diffenters by
the AR of Toleration, Accordingly four of us went
to the Synod, May 1745, when the Lord favour’d
us with Succefs. “The Synod being inform’d of our
Difficulties, and prefuming they might be removed
by an impartial Reprefentation of our Affairs, drew,
up an Addrefs to our Governour, and fent the Rey,
‘Meéffirs. G. Tennent and Samuel Finley to wait on his
Honour to prefent it, and to officiate a few Days
among us. SirWiLL1aM received them withConde-
fcention & Refpet,and grantedthemLibertytopreach
in Hanover. By this' Means the tremendous Cloud
that hung over us was diffipated for a Time, & our
languid Hopes were revived. - Mr. Tennent and Mr,
F mle_y continued with us about a“Week, and tho’ the
Deluge of Paffion in which we were at firlt over-
whelmed, was by'this Time fomewhat abated ; yet
much Good was done by their Miniftry. ThePeo-
ple of God were refrefhed, and-fundry carelefs Sin-
ners wereawakened. Some that had confided before
in their moral Condut & religious Puties,were con-
vinced of theDepravity of their Nature, and the Ne-
ceffity of being renewed in the Spirit of theirMind ;
tho* indeed there were but few uncrcgcneratePerfons
among us at that Time that coyld claim fo regular
a Charalter ; the Generality of Profeflors mdulomg
themfelves in criminal Liberties, and being remifs in
the Duties of Religion ; which alas ! is 0o com-~
monly the Cafe ftill in fuch Parts of the Colony as
the late Revival did not extend to, -
o8 After

.
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- & Kfter thefe Geritlemen had left us, we contirvied,
¢ vacant for a confiderable Tirme, and kept up our,
& Meetings for Reading and Prayer in fundryj Places ;
« and the Lord favoured us at thefe Occafions with his,
« graclous Prefenice. " ¥ was dgaiii repeatedly préfented,
¢ and fined in Court fof abfenting myfelf fromChurch,,
« and keeping up unlawful Meetings, ds they were,
< talled ; “Sut the Bujb flourifbéd isi the Flaines. .
. % Thenext that were appointéd fo fupply u$ were the
« Rev. Meflirs, Witliinm Tennérit & Samuél Blair. Thiey
4 waited ofi the Govérnour, and readily obtained his
¢ Permiffion to officiate anmiong us. TheirLaboirs were,
< ot in vain in theLord. They adminiftred theSacra-
“““mefit of ‘the Lord’s Supper among us before their,
“ Departute ; which wis the firft Adminiftration of
¢ that-heavenly Ordindnceé among us- finéé our diffent,
¢ frary the Church of England ; and we havé Reafon to
¢ refnemibert it *till our laft Moiments, as a moft glori-
< ou$ Day of the Son of Man. The Affembly was
“ ‘latge; and the Novelty of thé Mode of Adminiftra-
“‘tion did peculiarly éngage their Atteition. TheChil-

3

- < dren were abundantly fed, and othetrs were bro’t to,

<« .bunger and thirf} aftei Righteoufnéfls. 1t appedred .as
‘¢ ont of the Days of Heaven to forie of us ; and we
¢ could hardly help withing we could with7gfbua have
% delayéd theRevolutions of theHeavehs to prolong it.
s Méfﬁchfs Tennent & Blair continued with us aboug

¢ 4 Fortnight, and imimediately after their Depatturé,

‘¢ Mr. Whitefiéld came and preached four or five Days

" ¢ in thefé Paits ; which was the hi%py Means of giv-

“ing us farther Enftourigement, and engaging others
% 16 theL.ord,ef} péciauy among,;he;@hﬁr(:h—lgcoplc,wh&
< feceived his DoGtrines more readily than they would
¢ from Minifters of the Prefbyterian Denomination. ™ -

& After his Departure, we were deftitute of a Mini<
¢¢ fter, and followed our ufual Method of Reading and
% Prayer at our Meetings, ’till the Rev. Mr. Davies,
s LI AL OB S e e S o
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t our prefent Paftor, was fent by thePrefbytery to fup-
- <« ply us about fix Week, in Spring, 4o 1747, when
<t our Difcouragements from the Government were re-
< newed and multiplied : For on oneSundaytheGover~
<t pour’sProclamation was fet up at ourMeeting-Houfe,
<« frictly requiring all Magifirates 1o fupprefs & probibit,
<< g5 far gs they lawfully could,all itinerant Preachers,8c.””
<« which occafion’d us to forbear Reading thatDay, ’till
«¢ we had Time to deliberate and confult what was ex-
¢ pedient to do; but how joyfully were we furprized
< chorc the next Sabbath,when we unexpeétedly heard
< that Mr. Davies was come to preach {o long among
<« ys 3 and efpecially, that he had qualified himfelf ac-
< tording to Law, and obtainéd the Licenfure of four.
¢t Meeting-Houfes among us,  which had never been.
<t done betore ! Thus when ourHopes were expiring,.
< and our Liberties more precarious than ever, we were,

& fuddenly advanced to a morefecureSituation. ¢“Man’s-

""“Extremity is the Lord’s Opportunity.” For this feafo-
& nable Inftance of the Interpofition of divine Provi-

¢ dence, we defire to offer our grateful Praifés; and

¢ we importune the Friends of Zion generoufly to con-
¢ cur in the delightful Enploy.”. i At

o

Thus, Sir, I have given you a brief Account of the
Rife and Progrefs of Religion here *till my firft coming
into the Colony'; and the Facts themfelves I know ta
beé well attefted, tho’ the Ordet in which I have related
them, i8 in fome Inftances prepofterous. 1 fhall now.

sroceed in my Narrative from my own Knowledge,and -
inform you of the State of Affairs fince April 1747. -

" The Diffenters here were undcr“‘gcculiarDifadvanta«
ges for want of ‘a fettled Minifter, By this they were
ot only deprived of the ftated Miniftrations of theGof-
pel; but alfo expofed to great Difficulties from the Go-,
vernment, which could not be wholly remaved while
they continued vacant ; for it' was alledged, (this is .no
Proper Place {g enquire with how mychLay orReafon)

-

) - that

N
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that *tll thcy were an organized Conoregatxon,and had

- a2 Minifter qualified,and their Meeting-Houfes licens’d, -

according to Law, “they could not claim the Liberties
and Immunities of the A& of Toleration. Befides,the
Ttinerations of myBrethren,tho’ occafioned byNeceffity,

were mifconftruéted, as turning all Things upfide down, |

as a meer Artifice to wheedle People ut of theirMoney,
and as an Evidence there were fuch prodigious Swarms
of us to the Northward, that we were obliged to make
Excurfions into diftant Parts : When indeed the chief
Reafon was the fmall Number of our Minifters &Can-
dxdates, which was vaﬂ:ly dxfpmportxoncd to the Vacan-
cies in Pennfylvania, and much more to thofe in Mary-
Jand and Virginia, (not’td mention the Difcouragements
that would be natutally fuggefted to young I ’\'Ixmi’ccrs,
at the Thoughts of removmcr to a ftrange Colony, fe-

- parated from their Brethren, expofed to peculiar Fa-

tigues, and the Embarrafsments of fo limitted and pre-
carious a Toleration as they then hadReafon to expect. )
On thefe Accounts the Synod, and particularly the
Prefbytery of New-Caftle, were very folicitous ta fettle
a Minifter among themasfoon as poffible. I was there-
fore fent by faid Preihytery into Hanover at the Time
mentioned above, both to officiate for fome Time, and
to fee if my Way fhould be cleared to fettle there.
Upon my Arrival, T petitioned the General Court to
grant me a Llccnfe to, officiate in'and about Hanover,

at four Meeting-Houfes 5 which ‘after' fome Delay,was
granted, upon my qualifying according to the A& of
Toleration, i. e. taking the 9fualOaths to HisMajefty’s
Perfon and GOVernmc.nt, etting the Meeting-Houfes
recorded, and fubfcribing the Asticles of the Church of
England, except the 34, 35, 36, and this Claufe of the
20th, “ The Church hath Power to deiree Rites or Cere-
‘¢ mame:, and Af'ttharzty in Contra ver, f es qf Faith ;o and

$ et e
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1 preach’d frequently in Hasever and fome of the ad-
jacenit Counties at this Time ; -and tho’ the Fervour of
the late Work was cqnfiderably ‘abated, and my La-
bours were not blefled with Succefs equal to thefe of
my Brethren ; yet I have Reafon to hope they were of
Service in fundry Inftances. I have converfed with 3
few fince, that were awakened at that Time; and fun-
dry thac had been ynder languithingConcern,were haft-

ning to the Birth, The Importunities they ufed with - |

me to fettle were inviacible ; and upen my Departure;
they fent a Call for me to the Prefbytery, which, with
three befides, from other Places, all very neceffitous, I
took underCopfideration. I was fully convine’d Hane-
wer ffood in greater Need of a Minifter than any Place
1 knew ; and that if my Health permitted, and none of
my Brethren could be prevailed upon ta fettle there, I
could not refufe theirCall confiftently withDuty. After
my Return from Virginia, 1 fpent near a Year under
melancholy and cenfumptive Languithments, which I
certainly expected would have conveyed me into the
eternal World ;- and by this I hoped to be exempted
from the difagreable Obligation. ~In the Spring 1748,
T began flowly to recover 5 tho’ I then looked upon it
only as the Intermiffion of a Diforder that would finally
prove mortal. But upon the Arrival of a Meflenger
from Hanover, 1 put my Lifein my Hand,and determin’d
to accept of their Call ; haping I might live 10 organize
the Congregation, and prepare the Way for fome more
ufeful Succeflor ; and willing to expire under the Fa-
tigues of Duty, rather than in voluntary Negligence.—
But I forget, Sir, that this Narrative may perhaps be
-'%rcfcngcd to the Publick, and indulge myfelf in an
£gotifin, as tho’ I were writing only, to a Friend. ' The .
‘only Apology I can make is, that fome of my perfonal
Affairs are fo interwovenwith thofe of thisCongregation,
that I find it difficult to relate the latter, without ufing
$0o great Freedoms in the former,  However,you have

‘ ~ my
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my full Confent to obliterate whatever you think un+
worthy of a publick View. s

M dcareft Brother, the Revs Mr. Jobn Rodgers,was
fent along with me to Hanouer, to affift me for a few
Sabbaths at my firft Settlement.  But when he offer’d
himfelf in the General Caurt tq take the Qualifications
enjoined by Law, he was rejected, under Pretence that
his Certificate not being %fantcd by the Synod,and par-
ticularly that of Philadelphig,but only by thePrefbytery,
was inglﬁ:‘ldé,ﬁt__; (tho’, by the Bye,it was as fufficient ag
inine, which they had admitted ; and given accarding

~ to univerfal Prefident amon% Prefbyterians) whereupon
t

he was obliged to return wi
mon.. . L o
. On this Occafion, as well as all others, we had Rea.
fon to acknawledge with the moft dutiful Gratitude,the
Condefcenfion and Clemency of the Hon. SirWiLL1am
GoocgH, our late Governour, who always difcovered 3
ready Difpofition to allow us all claimable Priviledges,

oyt preaching but ane Sexs

-and the greateft Averfion to perfecuting Meafures ; bug

confidering the horrendous & fhocking Reports fpread
Abroad coneerning us by officious Maligpants, it was
po great Wonder the Council difcovered a confiderablg
Relu@ancy totolerate us. Had it pot been for this, I

erfwade my felf they would have fhewn themielves the
Euard_ians of eur legal Priviledges, as well as generous
Parriots to their Country 3 which is the illuftrioys Cha+

racter generally given them. . S

I obferved, Sir, before, that I obtained the Licenfure
of fourMeeting-Houfes when I firft came to the Colony,
In Ociober 1748, thePeople petitioned for theLicenfure
of three more,which with great Difficulty was obtained,
Among thefe fevea, I havehitherto divided my Time,
in Proportion to theNumber of Diffenters at eachMeet-
ing-Houfe : Three of them lie in Hanover County,one
in Henrico County, which lies Southward ; one in Caro-
fine County, which lies Northward ; one in Loui/a
_ R T " County,
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County, fituated to the Weftward ; and one in Gooch-
land, to theSouth-weft of Hanover. . The neareft are 12
ér 15 Miles diftant from each other, and the Extremes
about 40, My Congregation is very much difperfed;
and notwithftanding the Number of theMeeting-Hou-
fes, fome live 20, Tome 30, and a few 40 Miles from
the neareft. - Were they all compaély fituated in one
County, they would be fufficient to form three diftinét
Congregations ; but in their prefent Situation, I believe
they could conftiture but two large ones,each capable of
affording a competent Mamtenancc to a2 Minifter, At
the lowerMeeting-Houfe in Hanover,which I took more
1mmed1ately as my Charge when I accepted their Call,
there is 4 fufficient Number to form alarge Congrcga-
tion ; but as it lies between that in Carolme,and that in
Henrico -which are but weak, it would feem cruel to fe-
_parate it from them, as they could not kach ™ of them
maintain 2 Minifter of their own. The People about
the four upper Meeting- Houfes are waiting for a Mi-
nifter with impatient Eagernefs, and intend to rcducc
their Houfes into three.
* Were you Sir,to preach at any of thechoufcs, “where
there is the fmalleft Number of Diffenters, you would
imagine there was a fufficienfNumber of People to form
a diftin@ Congregation at each of them ; for where
there are not above 15 or 20 Families that have fully
join’d’ with'me, you’l fee-perhaps 4 or 5ooHearcrc,and
fometimes twice that Number'; the Church-People in
general being very eager to hear. ‘This I looked upon
at firft as a meer Clmoﬁty after Novelty ; but as it
continues in general without Abatement, and in fome
Places féems’to increafe ; - cannot but leok upon it as
a happy Prefage:  Fhis I have the more Reafon to de
now, as | have obferved tany of thefe neutral Hearers
become at fength thoroughly ‘engaged, and fundry of
them' bro't'to be folemnly tho’ttul. I believe I could
number up 50 or.60 Famnhe« ‘who have thus been hap-

pily
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pily intangled in the Net of the Gofpel by the.r own
Cunoﬁty, or fome fuch Motive, fince my coming here
and I have Reafon to hope, that were there anothchl-
nifter fettled here, it would caufe a very greatAddition
to our Number. Indeed this appears to me the
moft. promlﬁncr Circumftance that at prefent attends us 3
for alas! there feems no great Profpe& of the -
Conviction of thofe that are thorouorhly profelyted,and
yet have refted Thort of real Religion (tho’ blefled be
the Lord,’ afcw ‘of them are awakened now and then)
but when an of thefe tranfient Hearers,that are at their
own Dif] pofaj{ ‘and not under-the Influence of their Re-
latlons, &c, who are already attached, do join with us,

*tis generally a Sign of fome confiderable Degrees of

Conviction ; as the Epithet New-Light (the ufvalBrand
with which we are here ftigmatized) is fo réproachful,
that the Secure will not venture to incur the Odsum.

- There ate about 300 Communicants in my Congre,
tion, who make an externdl Profeffion of real Religion.
I am not forid of publifhing a Calculation of Chrd’aans 3
asT am fenfible of the Pallibility of my Judgment in
fuch Cafes : but it is impoffible for a Heart anxious for
the Salvation of  Men, to deny itfelf the Comfort of

“counting up at Times the Number of thofe that appear
fuch in'a Judgment of rational Charity ; and 1 enter-
tain the pleafingHope that'the greateftNumber of thefe
Communicants are fincere in their Profeffion, and fhall
walk withChrift in White in‘theFields of 1mmortalGIory

" Befides thefe, there are many that are conftant Hearers

and cordial Profelytes,who thro’ a confcioufnefs of Un-
fitnefs,or exceflive Scrupulofity, do not feek Admiffion
ds yet to the Lord’s Table..

Ethiopia bas alfo Sresched forth ber Hands unto God.
There is a grcat Number of Negroes in thcfc Parts 3
and fometirtes I fee a 100 & more among myHearers.
I have baptized about 40 Adults of them within thefe
thrce Ye‘ars, upon thcxr makmg fuch a Profcﬂ}on of
' avmg

;. I
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favingFaith as I then judged credible. © Some of them,
I fear, have apoftatized ; but others of them, I truft,
will perfevere to the End. T have had " as fatisfactory
Evidences of the fincere Piety of fundry of them, as

ever I had from any Perfon in my Life ; and théir art-

lefs Simplitity, their paffionate Afpirations after Chrift,
their. inceffint Endeavours to learn and do the Will of
God, have charmed my very Soul. But alas ! while
thy Charge is fo extenfive, and my Labours parcelled
out among fo many, I cannot take fufficierit Pains with
~ them for their Inftru&tion ; which often opprefles my
Heart, . 3 R
- There have been, Sir, a few Inftances’of unhappy
Apoftacy among us ; but I count it a péculiarBlefiing,,
that there have not becn fo many Backfliders here, in
Proportion to theNumber oncé awakened,as T have ge-.

nerally obferved in other Places, where there has been

d great religious Commotion. =~ . -
* There are a few that I Know of at prefent under deep

eble Convi&tions : But in general, a Jlamentable

Time of theWithdrawment of the divine Préfence, the

faint Impreffions that are made on fome by thé Dint of.
Preaching; fon wear off.——Qh ! for a little Revivalin’

will heartily join, and endeavour to. procure the Con-
currence of others in {o feafonable a lg'e_titiog. T
Laft Sabbath I adminiftred the Lord’s Supper at one
of my Meeting-Houfes ; and there appeared more So-
lemnity and Affeétion in the numerous ,Aéémbly,'than‘f
I have feen for fome Months. ~~ = .. 0 -
* I'might Sir, have given you a garticular Account of.
the Converfion of fome Perfons here ;. as indeed there
are fome uncommon Inftances of it : ‘but it would oc~
cupy too much of my Time, and fwell this Hiftory ta.
an excefliveBulk, It may fuflice in gencral g obferve

our Bondage 1. In this Prayer Sir, I doubt not but you,

chag

‘ g'nd fpm’r‘nil‘i‘ng Impreffions, and fundry languifhing un-. .
er fe
Security prevails ; and, as it generally happens in a
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that abftialling peculiar Appendages 4nd 1 differerie
Circumftances, the Work of Converfion here has been
generally carried on in thole Steps that are defcribed by
experimental Divines, as Alliene,Shepberd, Stoddard, Flas
wel, &c.  And there’s nothing confirms mé more in the
Trith of their Notiors of experimental Piety, thanthé
univerfal Uniformity and Agreement.in Subftahce of
the Exercifes of thofethat can’ make the faireft Clatrii
to faving Grace, however  different their Refidences,
Education, external Means, &c. be. - S
" There is one Jfaac Dliver here, a Miracle of a Man,
whofe Hiftory,could I write it intelligibly to you,would
be very entertaining.” He has been deaf & dumb froiti
his Birth, and is now'grown up_to Manhood. * Thé
waiif of thefe Facalties rendered him wholly incapablé
of glllﬁumane Converfe & Inftruction,except by Signs 3
and as for thé molt of divine Things, they feem to mé
of fo abftraft and fpiricual a Nature, that the fift No-
tions of them can never be convéyed by this obfcure
Medium : And yet (I mention it with grateful Wonder)
I have the utmolt Reafon to believe he is truly gracious,
and alfo acquainted with moft of the Doérines of
Chriftianity, and many Matters of Falt related in the
hiftorical Part of the Bible. "I niy felf 'have feen himt
reprefent ;he Crucifixion of Chrift, the Swallowing and
Ejectionof Forab by the Whale,&c. ia fuch fignificant
Signs, that I could mot biit underftand them. Someé of
his Signs whereby he defcribed Heaven and Hell were
alfo intelligible to me ; -but many of them about other
Things, I could make nothing of. Thofe that live.in
the' Houfe, with him, can hold an intelligible Converfa-
tion with Him, and he with them,uptn toft of Things,
with furprizing Reddinefs ; and he undoubtedly has the -
moft fignificant Geftures. of any.Man.l ever faw in my,
Life; which his Reladiansunderftand by repeatedObfer< - -
vation, and ufe them to cothmunicarte'théir. Tho'ts ta
him. There is fo much c;t; “the devout Ardour o‘fS fxii

: Qu
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Soul difcovered in them atTimes,as is really affe@ting ;
and I have feen him convesfe in Signs about the Love
“and Sufferings of Chrift, ’till he has been tranfported
with Earneftnefs, and diffolved into affetionate Tears.
"The above Mr. Morris, with whom he lives, has told
me, that Jfzac informs him he had thefe Difcoveries of
divine Things made to him while in Bed, probably in
a Dream ; and that eightYears ago he appeared remar-
kably changed in Temper and Conduct. He .feems
ever fince very confciencious in the whole of his Beha-
viour ; generally delights to attend public & domeftic
Worfhip, tho’ he cannot hear a Word ; and is obferved
fometimes to retire for fecretDevotion 3 tho’ he fignifies
that he is praying with hisHeart, when about his Bufi-
nefs, of in Company ; which is peculiarly pratticable
to him, as in all Places he enjoys the undifturbed Sere-
nity of Retirement. He difcovers an expert Genius in
thofe Things he is capable of, particularly in" fundry
mechanical Employments ; and his Paffions feem very
vigorous : in any paffionate Emotions, his whol¢Vifage
and all his Geftures are furprizingly expreffive of the
Temper of his Mind ; fo that he {feems to ftand in the
leaft Need of the Faculty of Speech of any Man1 have
known. 1 could relate fundry other remarkable Pe-
culiarities concerning him 3 but as they are unintelligi-
ble to my felf, or might feem incredible to thofe that
are unacquainted with him, I omit them.* So much,
) o o however,

1

* *Tis the general Opinion of thofe that are acquainted with him,
‘-and efpecially of the Family where he lives, who have beft
- Oppertunities -of obferving him,- that he can read. The

firft Evidence of it appeared when he feemed to be firfk
" under religious Impreflions ; for he..was. then obferved te be

{requently taking the Bible and looking'intoit : and.ever finee,
% he gives the follewing Evidences of it : He frequently loaks:inta
- the Bible, or other good Books, withgreat Intenfenefs ; and fome-
. times points with his Finger .to fome particular Sentences, and
. bries to perfivadg others ‘°ﬁ.“.adf§§§m ; and ‘thefe Sentences,” as

‘- . LI
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‘however, I know of him, that I cannot but look upog
“him as .2 ‘miraculous Monument of almighty Gracé,
‘that can perform its. beneficent Purpofes on Mankind,

notwithftanding the greateft natural or moral Impedi-

‘ments 3 and I fubmit'it to others Judgment, whether 2

Perfon fo incapable of . external Inftructions, could be
brought to know the Myfteries of theKingdom of Hea-
ven any other Way' than by immediate Revelation, —
Befides the People here, {undry of my Brethren, who
have been here, particularly the Rev. Meflirs. Samuel

Blair and Fobn Roan, can atteft this Relation 5 tho® to

fome it may appear an-hyperbolical ‘ AffeCtation of the

Marvellous ; or the Effe¢t of popularSuperttition,which

is wont to afcribe fomething propherick or divine to

 thofe that labour under fuch natural Defecls.

the Family tells me, are peculiarly affeting, and worthy of diftin& -
-Netice. If you put a Book into his Hand inverted, he will im-
- mediately turn it into a proper Pofition. When a Hiftory, or the
Iike, is put into his Hand, after looking into it a little while, he
throws it away with Signs of its Ufelefnefs ; but give him a Bible,
tho’ it were of a Size-and Character he never faw before,or fome
- other good Book upon religious Subjeéts, he hugs it in his Boform-
with Sxﬁns of the moft endeared Apprabation. He intmates by
Signs,that the Almanack treats of the Sun, Moon and Stars, the
* Weather, &c. I have opened the Bible in Fonab, and fhewn it
him ; and after a little Perufal, he has given me a very lively
. Defcription of the Fate of that Prophet. — Many other fuck
Thiags are obfervable concerning him ; but whether thefe are
" fufficient Indications that he can read, and whether they are fit
to be offered to public View, is wholly fubmitted to your Judg-
ment. If he can receive Ideas from vifible Charaéters, which to
him cannot be the Signs of Words or Sounds, it muft be entirely
miraculous. Every One muft fee, that no Methods could be ufed
to teach one to read, who has been entirely deaf and dumb from
the firft Point of his Exiftence : And tho’ we fhould fuppofe
him to have as expert a Genius as the firft Inventors of Charaéters
as the Signs of Words ; yet, as he is wholly ignorant of the Na-
ture of Language, ‘it appears inconceivable to me how he could
poflibly find ouat the argitrary Conneion between Letters and
Ideas, without the Medium of Words. But is there any Thing
#00 bard jir the Lord ? == B )
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. Lforgot to.inform you, Sir, in its praper Place, "that
the Rev., Mr, Davenpart was fent by the Synod to Ha-
wover laft Summer,'& cantinued here about.2 Moghs.
“There appeared fome Evidences then, and I pave-difca-
wered more fince, that he did nat labour in vain, . Same
Jwere brought ynder folerpn ligpreffions,. which' feem t0
‘have a happy Iflue 5 and many of the Lord’s People
were mucﬁ' revived, and cap never. forger the Infiru-
v . Thus, dear Sir, I have.given you.a hrief, Narrative
f the Rife and Progrefs of Religion among ys ; and 1
.daubt not but you will readily acquiefce in the Goncly-

T

Flon which after lufficient Scrutiny I have drawn, 7bat
'%bi;? #s the Lord’s Daing. " 1 .claim no Jufallibility 5 but

“mft ot under the modeft Pretence of renauncing it,
dcruple a ‘Matter attefted with all poffible Evidences,
‘and fo rufh into Septicifm. If I could form no Judg-
guentof fo public aWork,I-fheuld renoupce myFunction
shis Moment ; for with what Face can I presend . tq

romote a divine Work in the Converfion of -Men; if
Y cannot have any /utisfying Knowledge of it, when it
appears? I adt in the Dark, gnd promate 1know not
mhat.  Indeed the Evidence of its Divinity here is fo
irrefiftible, that it has extorted -an Acknowledgement

om fome, from whom it could hardly be expected.
The Rey. Mr.Fobu Thomfon, who, tho a Map ef Judg-
aent;, and, I'hepe, Piety, unhappily oppofed the late
Revival in Pennfylvania with the moft induftriousZeal,
has repeatedly declar’d, ¢ That whatever ourMinifters
¢ had done clfewhere, they have undoubtedly dane
€ mucH Goobp. in Hansver 3 and that he heartily re-
€ joyced in it.” ‘Were yaur Soul, Sir,contracted with
thé narrow Spirit of a Bigot, yon would no doubt in-
dulge ap ignoble Joy at the Tho't, that there are pow
{ome Hundreds of Diflenters in a Place where a few
¥cars ago therg were not e that I Know of within a
o ST "7 777 hundred

|
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hundred Miles ; * but.I affure my felf of your Congra-
tulations on a nobler Account, becaufe a confiderable
Number of perithing Sinriefs ate gained t¢ the bleffed
Redeemer, “with. whom, tho? you never fee them
in thefe Regions of Moyrality,” you may fpend a blifs:
ful Eternjty in the divineft Intimacy,and mutually affilt
gach other in afcribing immortal Praifes to " #be " Lamp
that was flainy ond bas redeemed his People by bis Blood,
ont of ¢very Kindred,andTongué, andPeople,andNation.—
After all, poor Virginig d¢mands your thébémbn ; for
Religion at.prefent is byt like the Tittle Cloud which
‘Elijab’s Servant faw 3 and fometimes I am afraid of
its ynfeafopable Diffipation.  Oh | that it may {pread,

and cover the Land, and drop. dewn Fatne(s upon it !
and may the Lord i«fep s from defpifing tke Day of
Jwal] Things |- o , L
- Tis Jikely, Sir, you may defire fome Account of the
State of Religion in otherCounties where Diffenters are
fettled ; and therefore, as 1 have undertaken thig
Hiftory, and as I know not any otherWay in which yoy
may receive as full Information, I fhall” endeavour to
gratify you. .~ L o '-

There is ap immenfe Quantity of Land unfettled to
the Weltward of Hanover, between this and Mififippii-
River 3 to which People from moft of theNorthernCo-

_ Jonies, particylarly from Pennfylvania and We:w-}‘grj% ‘

are yearly removing in ‘vaft Multtudes. The three
Frontier Counties of this Colony, Frederick, dugufta,
and Lunenburg, which are prodigioufly large,are chiefly
inhabired by fuch ; efpecially Augusta, in which there
S ' : . are
& There are and havebeen in this Colony a great Number of Stotch
Merchants, who were educated Prefbyterians ; but (I fpeak byt
what their Conduét more loudly 1)roclaims) they generally upon
their Arrival here, prove Scandals to their Religion and Country
by their loofe Principles and immoral Pradtices, and either fall
into an Indifferency about Religion in general, or affe¢t to be po-
Jite by turning Deifts, or fafhionable by conformingto theCherch.
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are very few others, There i$ alfo a confiderableNum+
ber of them in Amelia County and Albemarle, They
are generally Irifb People, and were educated in the
PrefbyterianReligion, and have feen noReafon to change
their Religion with their Refidence. * As their Encou-
ragement tends to the great Advantage of the Colony,
and there are but few Virginians among them,efpecially
in Augusia and Frederick, to be profelyted ; the Coun-
cil, (who, I verily believe, are poflefs’d with a noble
Spirit of Patriotifm to promiote the temporal Welfare
of their Country) have given them, or the Minifters
that have officiated among them, but little Moleftation.
There are two' Congregations of them, one in
Albemarle,and one in Augusia County, belonging to the
Synod of ‘Philadelpbia,that haveMinifters fettled among

them : but thofe that have put themfelves under the

Care of New-Castle Prefbytery belongingto the Synod of
New-2ork, (which are vaftly more numerous) riotwith-
ftanding their zealous and repeated Endeavours; are ftill
deftitute of Minifters, byReafon of the Scarcity of Mi-
nifters and Multitude ‘of Vacancies infaid Prefbytery.
They are fufficiently numerous to form 5 diftin&t Con-
gregations, three at leaft in Augufla, one in Frederica,
and one at leaft in Lunenburg and Amelia. The only
Method our Prefbytery has been capable to take to fup-
ply them,is, to fend fome of its Members orC andidates
to officiate tranfiently among them, as long and as fre-
quently as the Circumftances of their own Congrega-
 tions or of otherVacancies would perit 3 but notwith-

ftanding all the Supplies they could obtain this'Way, -

fome of them, particularly Lunenburg, have been above
a Year together without one Sermon. I hope thatong
of them may obtain a fettledMinifter foon,as I am told,
there is a pious popular Youth,j fent by New-Brunfwick
Prefbytery among them, whofe Heart feems difpofed

) : . ta

§ The Rev. Mr. Yobn Todd,
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to fettle fomewhere in Pirginia : But truly, Sir, I have .
no Profpect how the reft fhall be furnifhed with ftated
Minifters ; for I can now countup at leaft 6 or7 va-
cant Congregations in Pennjylvania, and 2 or 3 inMary-

. Jand, befides the 5 mentioned in the Frontier Counties
of Virginia, and a Part of my Congregation, which I
would willingly declare vacant, had they Opportunity
of obtaining another Minifter : * And there are but 12
Members in New-Caftle Prefbytery, each of whom has
aftated Charge ; and two or three Candidates, who

‘are pre-engaged to vacant Congregations in Penn/ylva-

- mia : From whence you may eafily calculate the Dif-

roportion .of our Minifters to the Vacancies. Our
glumbcr indeed has been increafed of late Years by the
Licenfure of fundry piousYouth,who make upthe moft
of the Number mentioned ; and I have the pleafing
Profpect of the Licenfure of 3 or 4 more within a few
Years : But our Vacancies increafe almoft as faft as our
Minifters, -by the Settlement of new Places, or by the
breaking out of religious Concern in Places where there
were little or no Appearances of it before ; upon which
they generally apply to our Prefbytery : And theLord
removes from us all Occafion to boaft of our Number,

- by adwancing fome-of our moft ufeful Members, in the
Bloom of Life, and in the midft of theirSucceffes,from
their painful Labours below, to join the Church trium-
phant in eternal Reft, Mr. Robinfon and Mr.Dean,led
the Way ; and I have lately had the melancholy Ac-
count, that the great Mr. Samuel Blair, the brighteft

“Light in thefe Parts of Zion, is juft on thé Wing to
follow.—2My Fatker ! my Father ! the Chariots of Ifraelk

o an

# There are perhaps 20 or 30 Places where there is a Number of
Families thirfing after the Word, befides thefe mentiened ;
which require tranfient Supplies ; but as they are not yet
fufficient to form diftin&t Congregations, and maintain Minifters
of their own, [ have not aumbred them among the vacant Coa-
gregationsz L A L .
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and the Horfemen theresf !  The very Tho't ftrikes a
Terror to the Friefids of Z7on. * On thefe Accounts,
Sir, ¥ am ‘afraid the moft of thefeVancancies inVirginia,
cannot bé fettled with Minifters from New:Caftle Pref-
bytery this confiderableTime ; which is the more affect-
ing, as thiey have been deflitute thele 8 or foYears,i.e.
fince their firft Settlement. - You may eafily conjeéture
1 mention this 2§ an Inducement to faithful Minifters
from Neio-England and elfewhere, where they may be
fpared, to come into our Macedonia to belp us. ot
' L Tho

# Upon 'my receiving this niouriful Information about a Month

.~ 'ago by eommén Fame and Lettérs” fronf my Corréfpdndents in
Pennfylvania, 1 could not but indulge my unpradtis’d Mufe in

. the following abrupt Excurfions ; which you may aliow a Place

_ in the Margn, if you think they will afford any proper Enter-

tainment to the Reader, and that this is a fuitable Place for them,

WHAT melancholy News does diftant Fate, -
To anxious Crowds, and my fhock’d Ears proclaim!’
With what ftrange Pannic is each Bofom ftruck,
As tho’ fome Pillar of the Heav’'ns were broke !
Alas ! is Blair the great, unrivalPd Blair, .
Moft dear to All, but Oh ! to mie more dear 3
My Father ! Tutor ! Friend | each tender Name;
That can the fofteft, tend’reft Paffions claim ! .
My faithful Guide to Science and to Trath,
In the raw Years of unexperienc’d Youth ;
Ah ! is the heav'nly Man juft en the Wing,
And to his long'd-for Skies about to fpring 2, .
About to leave us mourning here below, o
And ‘mongft us fhare the Remnant of his Wo ?
Ah ! does he pine away in beftic Fire, §| -
Anhelant, panting, ready to expire.? . ‘
Oh ' cruel Fame ! why didft thou hafte thy Flighe,
"To bring the inaufpicious News to Light ?
. Ah cruel Correfpondents ! to reveal ,
_* “THhe difim&] "Tidings, Love would fain conceaf.
" Why did: not Tears blot out th” Intefligence #- - -
* Or your Yad‘Hands treimble to guide your Pens¥

ey o~ o~ -

N B Wi fippei'd v e o  counptive Natingy .
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" Tho’thefcCongregations havebeen hitherto defiltufe

of the ftated Mipiftrations of the Gofpel ;. yet the Hew
nerations of my Brethren among them, have been 4t
~tended with very- confiderable Succefs, ~ Mr. Robinfom;
as Iigtimated before, took a Tour thro’thefe F ronties
Couptes, and into:North-Garoling; about feven Years
ago. He underwent great Hagdli:ipsincaroli_qa; witf}'.i
out much Succefs, by Reafon of the' Fewnefs of theIne
habitants at that Time; who were generally fuch uns
cultivated' Savages, that there was- little- Profpeét of
LT E \doing

Oh ! had yoy net the mournful News divulg'd
- My Mind had gifi” d‘lﬂs‘ %lieafmg Dream ipdple’d,
%ﬂ fapey’d Blaix with Health' and Vigour blefi'd;
ith fome grand Purpofe. lab’ring in his Breaft'; -
In ftudious The’t, pusining. Truth dﬂiﬁﬁs X ;
*Till, the. full Demanfiration, rousd him, fiine.; .
Or from the facred Bell;, proclaiming loud, _
His Mafter's Meflage to; th'‘attentive; Growd: 5.
While heavinly. Fruth, with. ,m‘%;‘Cm an. glasess.
And coward Error fhng&.a d.: 'fwg . |
While quick Remorfe the hardy Sinner feels,
And Calv'ry’s Bilm tlg'g'"bkedixigé Confcience . heals;
.- _ But now, alas ! the fiyeet Delufion’s fled 5 -
My Blair is dying, or perhaps is dead ; *' -
. Or haftening to the’ calm celeftial Shore 5
" Or fafe arriv'd; and, all the Dangers o'er. o
Ev'n now pérhaps, releas’d from cumbrous Clay
- His Soul expagiates in.immortal Day. c

- ._Pardon, blefs'd. Shade, ! the. Ravings of. my Love; -
. '\li‘vhttld wogl}li..régpnghcc,fmuﬁ }he{ﬁli%\m'e. 3.
ould wif thee: down in, thefe fad Realms again, °
From Choirs of Angels,.to converle. with Men';
Ungrateful Men' ! wha broke: thy. Heart, and long -
Withftood the firong. Perfwafion. of thy “Tongue.;.
Baffled thy Love, and.Vanity purfo'd, . -
Deaf to thy Calls, deaf to a Saviqut’s Rlood. 4
Oh !: might'ft thon fiom. the Dead seturmagainy
And this firange unlmewn World. difelafe- to . !, o
Apoftles from: the Dead fure could: not. preach in.vain, ~ })
« Superfluous Wih & what. couldfh thou. teach u3.mose;_
N Mham iy diing Piawt ddbeare 1 o
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dJoing them much Service without .continuing- a-long,
~Time among them to teach them the firftRudiments of
“Chriftianity ; and fo fcattered, that but very few of
m could convene in one Place to hear. The Cafeis
indéed happily-altered there fince that Time, as the In-

_ habitants are vaftly more numerous, and fome Perfons

that had a religious Education are fettled among them.

A new Gongregation, Ithink upon Pee-dee River, fent

a Petition to me laft Year to be prefented to New-Caftle

Prefbytery for a Minifter, fubfcribed by more than a

< . ' . . A Hundrcd,
But if -in mortal Climes be ftill thy. ﬂ;},‘ e,

" ©h ! can our-Pray’rs the fatal Hour delay ? -
Prevail with Heav'n to fpare thy facred Breath,
And fnatch thee from th’ impending Grafp of Death ?

‘Come, Saints, your Imp@fmnities renew ;
"Try what th’ united Force.of fervent Pray’r can do, - -
Believing Prayer, eternal Truth has fworn, -~ = °
Sh'an’t pait in vain, but bring 2. rich Retarn,: ’

* *Fwill gain this Blefling from propitious Heav’in s
“Or greater, if a greater can be giv'n, - :

« Thou fovereign Arbiter of Life and Death, . > - ..
& A4t avbofe almighty Nod we catch and yield our Breath s
«« Whefe Pat organiz'd our mortal Clay, . ‘
 And can repair it in its laft Decay, ' T
¢ And from the greedy Grave ﬁzatdzy the expelied Prey. .
# Ok ! hear the birfling, decp, united Groan, )
<« That from ten Thoufand Mearts arifes to thy Thrones
« Reftore our Prophet I--- Beft for bim, ’tis true,
« .o die ; but Ob ! what foall poor Zion do P . ,
s Zion wwhofe;Foes are many, Friends are few, .~ ‘ q
< Spé | bow jbe languifbes in plaintivve Grief 5 o
¢ By:Blair's Recevery only bopes Religf.. .. . - . %
< Where fball the wounded, tortur'd Coifcience findy y
¢ A bealing Hand fo. Srilful and fo kind 2. " o
<« Where heav'nly Truth fo firm an’ Advocate 2
& Or dubions Minds fo certain Condut get 2+ . = o> '
< Reftore.our Prophet, and bis Health.remaxs' - ‘
, < "For Ob | we need bims more: than Hea®'n can & 3 N
o o8 There Myrinds of Thy Minifters-of Flame - . . i
S Prform Jhy Orders and pdorg Thy Name - g0 1
|

4
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HundredPerfons,chieflyHeads of Families ; and one of
my Correfpondents there informs. me, that they are
very fufficient to maintain a Minifter. Our Prefbytery
appointed Mr. Fames Finley to vifitthem 3 but by In+
difpofition he was prevented ; fo that they have lain
wholly deftitute hitherto, and are like to.do fo, unlefs
they can obtain fome foreign Afliftance, befides. what our
Prefbytery can afford them. Befides- this, I hear-of
fundry other Places in North-Carolina,that are ripening
very faft for the Gofpel: And Oh!- that the Lord
would THRUST forth Labourtrs into that Part of bis
Harveft 5 for I am afraid but few will go. thither, ’till
they are zbruft and conftrained by an irrefiftible Zeal,
andy a providential Concurrence of Circumftances:—s

¢ _But bere, alas ! hew few prepar’d like Blair,
s % Jacred Meflage to the World to bear 2 .
€ With equal Skill eternal Things to fheawv 2 .
< And guide thy Churches militant below

¢ Reftore oyr Prophiet; Lord ! and in bis flead
¢ Let aworthlefi me e to the Skies convey'd :
& Thy earthly Houle fuch ufclels Lumber may

$ Refign 3 but Ob ! fuatch not our Blair away.”

"But even his Worth now Bic}s us to defp'ajr, ' }‘ '

.

And threatens the Denial of our Prayr's -

His Worth.that makes his facred Life fo dear,
-So great, {o heav'nly, fo refin'd a Mind,.
Demands Employment of a nobler Kind.

* What Earth could teach, he learn’d, and now muft rife,
To a fuperior Clafs above the Skies. -~ = | .
Too much refin'd in this dark- World to ‘bear :

there ;

[l

The humble Place of Zion’s Minifter,. :
Heav'n calls him to fuftain fome nobler Funétion
With Gabriel to perform the Orders givn,.
And bear Jenovan’s Errands thro’ the Vaft of Heav'nj
Prompt as th’ Angelic Armies to obey, T
Fervent and bright and vigoreus as they. -

Heav'n kind to him, will not confent to hear,

Nor curfe him with the Anfwar of our Pray'r—&c,

NS

s

But I find I muft fupprefs the reft, left I ‘tire you,
and lofe the Hiftorian in the Poet, -
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Mr.-Rabinfon contirivéd, -1 thifk, ‘1% Sabbaths -ih-Lu=
nenburg rand Awekia, ~and left-faddry fpirirual Children
there Behind him.. A confiderable Number of - ¥irgi-
xidns, 'who' knew fothing of teal Religion before, ‘were
awdkened by hris:Miniftry ; and -their Corduét *fince
gives Ground: fer a charitable Judgment -conéerh~
" mgrhem. Surdry-alfo that had'removed ‘tHither frorhy
the-Northward; and had a religious Education, -dnda
Byftem of ‘orthtdox  Prificiples, were-convineed of -theit
pinregenérate Goddition, and "that they-had hixd but-a
Forin-of Godlines withont the Poder, Who how dppear
futtd Chiiftians.—~At their répeatedSolicitationssI fpeht
dhotit a'Fortnight:preathingafiong them'theBegmning
of this Month{ Pwse]; and-tho’ they-feem fenfibly kans
guifhing for the Want of the Means of Grace, yet fun-
dry give agredble ‘Evidences of "teal "Religion-; ~and
there is a Profpet of doing much Service, were they
furnithed with a faithful Minifter. - I'met with :moft
Encouragemént’ini‘a ‘Part of melin:Gouney;whérevery
few had heard any of ‘rhy Bréthren,  The ‘Alfémblies
were large even on Week Days, .and fometimmes ghere
appeared much Solemnity and Affection among them.
There appeats the greateft Probability,that if they had
fai¢hful Preachingfrequently, mdny of them Would be
turned to the Lotd ; #nd it'wis Feally ‘afflictive to’me,
that the Neceflity 8f my dw'n’CtSn:gregatiidn‘c’o'riﬁ'réined
mé’to leave them {0 foon, -and refufe fundrylnvitations
they gave me foopridach in other Pldces in the County.
£ believe another Congregition wotild foon be gathered

thére;had they frequent Preaching, B
In Angnsia, thete is a great Number of folid and
warm Chriftians ; -fome of whom were fuch when'they
came thither,&-bthets have experienced a happyChange
-dince. Thefe was'a pretty general Awakening there
fome Years dgo under the Miniftry of Mr. Dean (now
at Reft) and"Mr. Byram; “the Effeéts-of "whicly in fun-
dry Initances are Ttill apparent 3 and the Itinerations of

\ ‘mal
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moft of ~my Brethren before & fince, ‘fave'been blefs’d
with Succefs. Ibelieve three Minifters might live very
comfortably among them, -
I haveno generalAcquamtancemFrodm;Coonty,tho
Thave pufs’d thro' it, and, preached frequently jn fome
Parts.of it but Iam credibly informed by fuch of my
Brethren -as have_been ‘often there,that there has | been a
confiderable Avyakenmg ithere fome Years 2go, . which
has had a blei‘fcd Ifiue_in. many, and that, the Congre. -
gation is in promxﬁng Clrcumﬁances, and iras been en-

" deavouring, tho’ unfuccefsfully, t0 -obtain a Mimﬁe;,

for fundry. Years.
, You will np- doubt, be glad to have fome 'certam To-
formation-of | the State of Religion in Maryland:; and
therefore, tha’ 1.now live at_a.great Diftance. from the
Places thére whcrc it. ﬁounﬂ'nes, yet as B | prcached at
moﬂ:of then, formerly, whentthe religious Commotion
was at irs Hejght, and a5 1 have heard of no remarka-
ble Alterations in them fince, I thall give the following
concife Accoum: 3 which you may depcnd upon s
tfue’ cee
 There has been a conﬁderabieRevzgml ( fhal] Teallit 2)
or firf Plamatwn of 'Rch‘%bon in Baltlmore Coumyg
River,bordering on Penn-

flvania, whers, T'm inforimed, Mr. Whittlsfey - (with
whom [ find, you are acqumnted) is'like to fettle.—
Of this' Mr. 8, Blair, if ‘1 femember-rightly, gives an
Account in, The Chriftian 'H:jtaky and therefore'] fhall
fay no more-of it.

1In Kent County and deen HAn 5, which lie'between
Chenfapeak Bay and Delawars, a Number of carelefs
Sinners have been awakened and hapefully brought to
Chrift. The Work was begun and chiefly camed oh

by the Infirumentality of 'that favoured Man Mr. Ro:

binfon.; whofe Succefs, whcnever I réfle@ wpon it,afto-

nithes me. Oh! he did much in a little Time ; and

who WOuld not chufe fo cxpcdmous a Palcrnmave thlr:s
t
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this World ? ‘There is'in thefe Places 'a confiderable
Congregation ; and they have made repeated Effays to
obtain a fettled Minifter, but are not like to fucceed’
%ill our Number is increafed. o .
There was a great Stir about Religion in a Place cal-
led Buckingbam,on the Sea-fhore, about fourYears ago;
when I -was there ; but it was not then come to Matu-
fity. - It has fpread fince, and iffued in-a hopeful Con-
verfion in fundry Inftances ;- and I am informed they
are now fufficient to conftitute a Congregation; and are
. waiting forja Minifter. -+~ - T
But the moft glorious Difplay of- divine' Grace ‘in
Maryland has been in add about Somer/et County,which
lies at fomeDiftance from Chesfapeak Bay on'theEattern
- Shore. ' It began, I'think, in the Year 1745, by the
Miniftry of. Mr. Robinfon ; and was afterwards carried
on by fundry Minifters that preach’d tranfiently there.
I was there about two Months, when the: Work was
at its Heighty and I never faw fuck ‘a deep-and
fpreading Concern among, People in iny-Life as then
- appeared among them : The Aflemblies were nume-
rous, tho’ it was in the Extremity of a cold Winter,
and unwearied in attending the Word ; and frequently
there were very few among them that- did not give
fome plain Indications of Diftrefs or Joy. Oh! thefe
- were the happieft Days that ever my Eyes faw, or are,
as I fear, like tofee. Since that; the Harveft feems
over there; tho’ confiderable Gleanings, 1- hear, are
ftill gathered ; and many of the late Converts give the
utmoft Reafon to prefume their final Perfeverance.
There had been a Congregation of Prefbyterians there
for many Years ; but they were reduced almoft to no-
thing before the lateRevival ; when many of theChurch-
People were brought under deep Impreffions, and cor-
dially joined with them ; fo that now they form at leaft
one large Congregation ; and after many friutlefs At-
tempts, thiey have lately been fo happy as to obtain the

Reverend
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Reverend Mr. Hugb Henry. for their Minifter, a Youth -

of a good Genius and undoubted Piety, ‘who will |

truft, be an extenfive Bleffing to that Part of the Co»
lony. s C

1 might, Sir, have been more particular on moft of
Things in this Narrative ; but as a general View may
perhaps be fufficient to you and the Public, and is moft
convenient to me in my prefent Hurry, I have declined
it.— The indigefted Order and other Inaccuries you
will eafily difcern, are proper Objeéts for your Can-

~dour and Generofity ; and I have no other-Apology

to make; but that the unavoidable Hurry ¢f the Bearer
on a Bufinefs of the greateft Importance to the Intereft
of Religion in Virginia, in which we doubt not of your
hearty Concurrence, will not fuffer me to tranfcribe
this firft Draft,

I thall prize it, dear Sir, as an ineftimable Blefling,
if you and others of the Lord’s Servants and People in
diftant Pargs, favaur us with the Concurrence o your
Prayers to promote the declining Work of Religion
among us 3 which is the only Way I can expet the
Affiftance of moft of them,

The Conftancy of your Correfpondence, Sir, affords
me peculiarSatisfaction in my prefent folitary Situation :
And if any of the facred Character, in any Parts of the
Church where this Narrative may come,- fhould
condefcend to favour me with their Correfpondence, I
thould moft gratefully acknowledge it,and make them
the beft Returns in my Power. Qur Acquaintance
with the State of the Church in various Parts, quali-
fies us to adapt our Prayers to it; and therefore fuch
mutual Intelligences may be of fpecial Service to us in
Qur Interceffipns, S
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" May wm divine Mafter blefs” you, dga; Sir, and -

fuccccd‘ your -Miniftrations ! And- may the prntbe
richly peured: forth from on high on' that favouch
Land where you refide.

. ) I'am’v EEEN |
. r, SR Rev sn"
’ ; -;'-; o '3’ o4z, W’? ”ﬁﬂiuak Bmlw-
IR R | )
Jwersarg and: Scmant,
Jmﬁ&lys.t' G ,
e N in fbe ngdom and Pa)mm.

qf stus Cums:l!.

e v

SaMUEL DAVIES,

ces [ [P

APPENDIX,

o e ———— — e



"APPENDIX.

particular Reftraint impos’d upon us at prefent by

I At firft intended, Sir, to have faid Nothing of a
"the civil Government 3 left I fhould feem fond of

" raifing the Cry of Perfecution, which is very indecent in’

the Followers of the uncomplaining Lamb of God, ef-
pecially when there is inTruth fo littleOccafion for it 3
or to fling injurious Reflettions on HisMajefty’sCoun-:
cil for this Colony, for whom I have the profoundeft -
Veneration on Account both of their honourable Cha-
tacter and their Accomplifhments forit ; and under
whofe indulgent Adminiftration we enjoy fo many civil
and facred Liberties. ' .

But as I know not, Sir,but thisNarrative may come
into the Hands of fome who may have fome Influence
to ftcure ourPriviledges,or procure theirEnlargement,if
it may be judged that we lie under any illegalReftraints ;
and as the Matter is not only publicin this Colony,but’
has been lately laid before the Government in England
by thePrefident &Council,for Advice ; I fhall venturq
to give you the following fhort, fimple Narrative of it 5
without any tediousArgumentations upon it ; and with<
out injurious Afperfions, which are far from myHeart.

The General Court, as I informed you,have licenfed
feven Mgeting-Houfes for me to officiate in ; and I
fhould not defire to have theirNumber and myFatigues
encreafed, were not the Circumftances of the Diflencerg
in Firginia cxtraordinaryF& peculiar, There arca fcw;

* " F 3

—



(42 )

of them in fundry Counties befides thefe in which the
licenfedHoufes are,who are too weak to maintain aMi-
nifter of their own ; and were they never fo able, they
“could not obtain one in the prefentScarcity of Minifters,
Thefe have given me repeated and importunate Invita-
tions to come and preach among them ; but I judged
it imprudent to comply till the Places were legally li-
cenfed, Upon this fome of them, with a View to ob-
tain my Labours tranfiently among them, at leaft on
Week Days, and the Vifits of my-Brethren in their Iti-
nerations, have petitioned the Courts of their refpective
Counties for Licenfes for Places convenient to them
but they have either been denied, or the Licenfe grant-
ed by the County Court has been nullified by theCoun-
cil ; - which has difcouraged others that they havemade
no Application. This is a Difadvantage to the Peo-
ple, not only as they are thereby deprived of thePreach-
ing of the Word, but as they are expofed to the intole-
rable Hardfhip- of c:ixrying their Children fo great a

Way to be baptized. = - -
The Council has fuperfeded a Licenfe granted by a
County Couyt on the Prefumption, ¢ That it does not
belong to a County Court to proceed in fuch Affairs 3 and,

That a diffenting Mipifier bas no legal Right to moreMeet-

jng=Houfes than one : And thefe two Points have been
fubmitted to the Determination of thofe to whofe Pro-
vince it belongs in England ; butno Anfwer is yet arriv’d.
The taking the Authority from County Courts of ad-
miniftring the legal Qualifications to Minifters and li-
cenfing Meeting-Houfes, would be no great Difadvan-
tage to us in Havover, becaufe we might eafily apply
to the Commander in Chief, or theGeperal Court ; and
therefore ’tis of fmalllmportance with me how it be de-
termined ; tho’ it would occafion a confiderable Diffi-
gulty to thofe that live 2 or o0 Miles diftant from
Willanug. R

o | But

B -



T T T T e e i —— ——— —

( 43 )

‘But thereftraining a diffenting Minifter to but one
Meeting-Houfe would be a prodigious Grievance to the
People in their prefent Circumftances.—T his, Sir,is not
a proper Place to debate the Legality ofit, nor does it

‘belong to my Province to determine it ; yetI may in~

offenfively fuggeft the following Remarks upon it, as
Matters of Speculation to the Curious, and of Determi-
nation to thofe in Authority. '
His Majefty’s private Inftructions with Refpe@t to
Diffenters, to the Governour or Commander in Chicf,
(fo far as I can recolle&t them from a tranfient View,
which the Hon. Col. Lk, our late Prefident favoured
me with) run thus verdatim, < You are to tolerate all
¢¢ Diffenters (except Papifts) who lead Jquiet and in-
s¢ offenfive Lives” But how can fuch Diffenters be
tolerated, who by Reafon of Weaknefs and the Scarcity
of Minifters, cannot obtain a Minifter of their own,un-
lefs they may legally fhare in the Labours of a Minifter
with other Places, which cannot be without a Plurality
of Meeting-Houfes under the Care of ene Minifter 2
The Af# of Toleration (which has been received by our
Legiflature ||) does not determine the Number of Meet-
ing-Houfes, but only gives a general Toleration to le-
gally qualified Minifters to officiate in Places legally
licenfed : And may it not be reafonably prefumed from
hence, That the Number is left to be determined ac-
cording to the peculiar Circumftances of particular
Congregations ? Farther ;

-

|| This A& was reccived 4. guart. Regine Ame, in thefe Words,
« If any Perfon being of the Age of twenty-one Years,or upwards,
thall willfully abfent him or herfelf from Divine Service at his or
her Parifh Church or Chapel, the Space of one Menth, (ExcepT-
ING AS IS EXCEPTED IN AN ACT OF PARLIAMENT PASSED IN THE
FIRsT YEaR oF K. WILLIAM anp Q. MARY, entitled, 4z A%
for exempting’ their Majefly's Protefiant Subjeits diffenting from the
“Church of England, from the Pinalty of certain Laws)—Every fuch
Perfon—bejng lawfully convicted, by Confeflion, or otherwife,—
thall forfeit and pay, for every fuch Offence, the Sum of Five
Shillings, or fifty Pounds of Tobacce,” '
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Farther ; The faid A& exprefly fays, — ¢ That all
¢¢ the Laws made and provided for the frequenting of

¢¢ divine Service on the Lord’s:Day, commonly called

< Sunday, fall be ftill in Force, and exccuted againft
< all Perfons that offend againft the faid Laws, except
¢t fuch Perfons come to fome Congregation or Affem-
< bly of religious Worthip, allowed or permitted by

¢ this A&.” But how can Perfons come to {fuchCon--

gregation or Affembly,unlefs aPlace within theirReach
be licenfed for that Purpofe ? If this Liberty be denied
them, are they not obliged, according to the A% of To-
leration it felf, to attend conftantly on Worlhip in the
eftablithedChurch ? And if fo,where is theirToleration?

Finally ; It is 2 very common Thingin thisColony,’

and allowed exprefly by Law; that where the Parifh is
of great Extent, and canriot be divided into fundry,each

of them capable to maintain a Minifter, to ere& 2,3 or

4 Chiirches or Chappels of Eafe, for the Conveniency of
the Parifh, where the Minifter officiates alternately, or
in Proportion to the Number of People : And fince
the Realon for a Plurality of Meeting-Houfes among
us, is the fame ; ‘why is it not equally. legal ?—Sundry
under Things might be fuggefted ; but I forbear;

Iam, wutanté.
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