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- - - - - To the Reverend

Mr. TH O M A. S. G. I. B B O AVS

In Lo N D o N +.

Reverend and dear S1R,

S a publick Monument of the

- deſerved Friendſhip I ſtill re

tain for you, tho' a wide-extended

Ocean rolls between us, permit me

to preſent to the Public the follow

ing plain popular Diſcourſe through

your Hands.

It was firſt preached to a crowd

ed Auditory, a little after the open

ing of a Place of Worſhip, in a Coun

ty where I was not wont to of—

ciate ; and where iſſenter wasficiate; and where a Diſſent

gazed at, by ſome, as a curious, and

by

* For a Reaſon eaſy to be imagined the Editor has

not given the Public the whole Dedication; but ſo much

of it as relates to the Author's own Account of the Ser

mon, and his particular Views in its Publication, was very

proper to attend the Diſcourſe into the World; and the

Editor acknowledges that he was unwilling to deny him
ſelf the Pleaſure of its being known, wherever this Sermon

may be read, that he is honoured with Mr. Davie's

intimate Friendſhip.
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by others, as an horrendous Phaeno

memon. This will account for the

Caution and Apology uſed in ſome

Parts of it; which would be need

leſs among my familiar Hearers.

The following Diſcourſe was ſo

acceptable to fundry of the Hearers,

that I cannot but hope a gracious

and ſovereign God, who has ſome

times condeſcended to ſnatch Souls

as Brands out of the Burning, even

by my feeble and unskilful Hands,

was pleaſed to bleſs it to them ; and

that their Approbation was not an

empty Applauſe, but founded upon

- the ſolid Advantage they received

from it. With ſome Hopes, that the

ſame Divine Bleſſing may follow it

into the Hands of others, on both

Sides the Atlantic, I now venture it

into the World, in its original unor

namented Simplicity.

In this Publication, Sir, I have a

particular View togratify thoſe Friends

of mine, in Great-Britain, and par

ticularly
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particularly in your Metropolis, who

were pleaſed to requeſt the Publica

tion of fundry of my Sermons, which

they heard from my Lips. And a

mong the firſt of theſe, I muſt place

your dear Congregation; whoſe ge

nerous Partiality for an American

Stranger rendered his occaſional Mi

niſtrations ſo popular among them;

and for whom he ſtill retains ſo much

of a paſtoral Heart, when returned

to his native Wilderneſs.

May your Labours among them,

my worthy Friend, be extenſive

ly uſefull May your Opportuni

ties and Capacities for public Service

be increaſed 1 May the Bleſſings of

this Life, and the more refined Plea

ſures of Religion render your Pil

grimage thro' this World eaſy and

delightfull And when you have long

and ſucceſsfully ſerved your Divine

Maſter, and your Generation, may

your Exit be glorious and trium

phant!---Theſe are the Prayers and

. Wiſhes
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Wiſhes of my Heart for you; which

I am not aſhamed to avow in

the Face of the World; and with

which, I hope often to meet you at

the Throne of Grace; which, in one

of your Letters, you emphatically

call “ our common Center.” Such

let it ſtill be, ’till we meet before the

Throne of Glory; the Center of uni

verſal Attraction to all the Children

of God, that are ſcattered abroad

over this guilty Globe; whither they

are all unanimouſly tending, not

withſtanding thoſe Party–Diſtinétions,

and a thouſand other Things, which

would give, or ſeem to give, their

Motion a contrary Direétion.

I am, S I R,

Your moſt affeſſionate Brother,

and humble Servant, -

SAMUEL DAVIES.

Hanover in Virginia,

April 1, 1757,



R o M. ix. 22, 23.

—The Weſſels of Iſrath FITTED to

Deſiručion. And the Peſſels of

Mercy, which HE HAD A for E PRE

PARED unto Glory.

§HE true Notion of the preſent

§4 World is, that it is a State of

27- º Preparation for another, and

Žº therefore, ſuch as we habitually

are here, ſuch ſhall we be for
- —ſº ever. Mankind are now form

ing, like Clay in the Potter's Hands, ſome for

Honour, and ſome for Diſhonour; ſome for

Wrath, and ſome for Glory. And as the Pot

ter does not put his Veſſels to their reſpective

Uſes, ’till they are finiſhed, and prepared for

them; ſo neither are Men removed from the

preſent State, and fixed in their reſpective Re

fidences in the eternal World, 'till they are

prepared, finiſhed, and compleatly fitted for them.

The Veſſels of Mercy are prepared before

hand, for that Glory, with which they ſhall

be filled. And, on the other Hand, the Veſ

- fels
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2.

–

ſels of Wrath are fitted to Deſtruction, and fit

for nothing elſe, before they are daſhed to

Pieces by #. iron Rod of Divine Juſtice.

It is a Criticiſm worthy to be mentioned,

even in this ſolemn Place, where I never chuſe

to make a Parade of uſeleſs Learning, that

the Apoſtle uſes a different Form of Expreſ

fion, when ſpeaking of theſe different Sorts

of Perſons. The Preparation of the Veſſels of

Mercy for Glory, he aſcribes to God, as his

Work. Hence he uſes an active + Verb, re

ferring expreſsly to God as the Agent---" the

“ Veſſels of Mercy, which HE had afore

“prepared unto Glory.” But the fitting or

preparing the Veſſels of Wrath for Deſtruc

tion, he does not aſcribe to God, but inti

mates, that it is their own Work. Hence he

uſes a paſſive f Participle--- “the Veſſels of

“ Wrath fitted to Deſtrućtion”—-fitted by their

own wilful Sin and Impenitence, during the

Long-ſuffering of God towards them, which

had a Tendency to lead them to Repen

tance. -

---" Veſels of Wrath” 1--- how terribly em

phatical is this Phraſe ? Veſſels dreadfully ca

pacious of divine Wrath ! to be filled to the

Brim with that burning Liquid | But how

beautifully ſignificant is the Metaphor,

“Pºſſels of Mercy” Veſſels formed, prepared,

finiſhed, adorned by the gentle and ſkillful

- - Hand

+ wfºr ſuzzi, f zºlnºrtcuira.
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Hand of Divine Mercy / Veſſels capacious of

Mercy; and to be filled, to overflow, with

Glory !

. The gracious and ſovereign God, who

might juſtly have daſhed theſe Veſſels of

Wrath to Pieces, aſſoon as ever they became

marred Clay in his plaſtic Hands, endures or

bears with them, with much Long-ſuffering, as

well as with the Veſſels of Mercy: bears with

them, as Hehas with you, for Days, for Months,

and Years, notwithſtanding their daring Provo

cations, and ungrateful Abuſe of his Patience;

which nothing but divine Patience could bear

with ſo long. But all this Time, they contract

ed more and more Filth and Pollution; they

became every Day leſs fit for their Maſter's

Uſe ; and rendered themſelves more and more

fit for Deſtrućtion, and fit for nothing elſe.

And ſhall theſe Veſſels of Wrath anſwer

no valuable Uſe in the great Houſe of the

Univerſe * Will they ſerve to furniſh out no

Apartment of this vaſt Building : Will they be

of no Uſe in this numerous Family of reaſon

able Creatures Yes; they will furniſh out

the Regions of Hell; a Place as neceſſary and

uſeful in the Univerſe, as it is now conſtitu

ted, as Priſons and Bedlams upon Earth.

They will ſerve as publick and terribly illu

ſtrious Monuments of the Divine Power and

Juſtice, and the righteous Reſentments of

Heaven againſt Sin. They will ſerve as loud

Warnings to all Worlds, to deter them from

that deſtructive Evil. And thus they will

. . . . B anſwer
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anſwer a valuable, and even a benevolent End,

in the Creation, and contribute to the Public

Good ; as the Execution of Criminals tends

to guard the Laws from Violation, and ſo pro

mote the Good of Society. They will ſerve,

as my Text informs you, “to ſhew the Wrath,

and make known the Power,” of God. Their

Deſtruction will illuſtriouſly diſplay the Glory

of theſe Perfections. The Flames of Hell

will burn dreadfully bright, to refle&t a ter.

rible, and yet amiable, Splendour upon them.

And it is for this terrible, but righteous End,

among others, that God now endures them.

with ſo much long-ſuffering, that his Perfec

tions, and the Honour of his Government,

may be the more illuſtriouſly diſplayed, in the

Execution of deſerved Puniſhment upon them.

But the Veſſels of Mercy are intended and

prepared for nobler Uſes. On them God in

tends to diſplay the Glory, the Riches of the

Glory of his more gentle Attributes, his Love

and Grace. With them. He intends to furniſh

out the many Manſions of his heavenly Houſe.

By them. He intends to let all Worlds ſee,

what glorious Veſſels He can form, not only

of the Duſt, but of the ſhattered and polluted

Fragments of human Nature, broken and pol

luted by the Fall of Adam, and by their own.

The View in which I now confider my

Text leads me to confine myſelf to this prac

tical Enquiry.

Wherein does Preparation for Glory, and

wherein does Fitneſ; for Deſiručion, conſift 2

- . . - Some
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• ‘Some of you, perhaps, when you heard the

Text, were ſtruck with Horror, and ready to

bleſs yourſelves at the Sound: for “ 1:ow,

you tho't within yourſelves, we ſhall have a

Sermon upon the horrendous Dcºttii,e of Pre

deſtination.” But you ſee, I propoſe to coil

ſider the Text entirely in a proºfical View ;

and therefore your Fears are imaginary. No.:

do I chuſe to confider it in this View, to let

you ſee with what Dexterity I can cyade the

genuine Senſe of it, and make a mental Re

ſervation of a Dočtrine ſo unpopular : but be

cauſe, whatever elſe the Text in its Connec

tion may mean, it does naturally lead me to

this grand Enquiry; and becauſe my preſent

Defign is to ſpeak to your Hearts about an

Affair which you are all concerned and capa

blé to know ; and not to perplex your Minds

with a Controverſy, of which not many of you

are competent Judges. I muſt own, indeed,

I am not altogether a Sceptic in that Doctrine.

It is not an entire Blank in my Crecd. Nor

am I aſhamed to declare my Sentiments in a

proper Time and Place. At preſent I ſhall

only tell you that I cannot be perſuaded God

has made ſuch a World as this, without firſt

drawing the Plan of it in his own omniſcient

Mind. I cannot think He would produce

ſuch a numerous Race of reaſonable and im

mortal Creatures, without firſt determining

what to do with them. I cannot think the

Events of Time, or the judicial Proceſs of the

laſt Day will furniſh Him with any new In

- B 2. telligence
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telligence to enable Him to determine the

final States of Men more juſtly than He could

from Eternity.—But away with all controver

ſial Tho’ts at preſent; and let an Objećt of

more Importance engroſs all your Attention :

for you will find, I am not now going to

plunge and drown you in this unfathomable

Depth. This you may be ſure of, that, if you

have not made yourſelves fit for Deſtruction,

and fit for nothing elſe, by your own wilful

Sin, you ſhall never be doomed to it by Vir

tue of any Decree of God. And on the other

Hand you may be equally ſure that He never

decreed to admit you into Heaven, unleſs you

are prepared for it; nor to exclude you, if you

are ſo—I now proceed to the grand En

quiry,

Wherein does Preparation fºr Glory, and

wherein does Fitneſs for Deſiručion conſiſt P ---

This will naturally lead me to enquire into your

habitual Diſpoſitions and Behaviour: for it is

by comparing theſe to the Nature and Quality

of the Regions of Heaven and Hell that you

can diſcover which you are fit for. If your

Temper and Diſpoſitions be heavenly and di

vine,' you may be ſure you ſhall be admitted

into thoſe bleſſed Manſions. But if, on the

other hand, your Temper and Diſpoſitions be

infºrmal and diabolical, if they be ſuch as are

prevalent and univerſal in Hell, you may be

equally ſure, that, unleſs they are changed,

you will be doomed forever to that diſmal Re

gion. This muſt, methinks, appear evident

- to
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to common Senſe. The righteous Judge of

all the Earth will always invariably do that

which is fit. If you are fit for the Enjoyments

and Services of Heaven, you need not fear but

he will admit you. Never yet has ſuch a Soul

been excluded. And what can you reaſonably

defire more ? Would you have Heaven encum

bered with ſuch, as could not be happy, even

in the very Regions of Happineſs, for Want

of a proper Reliſh for the Enjoyments there

But if you are fit only for the infernal Priſon,

is there not a Propriety, as well as Juſtice, in

your being confined there? the ſame Proprie

ty, as that Madmen ſhould be ſhut up in Bed

lam, or notorious Criminals in a Dungeon ---

Therefore,

1. Are you fit for Heaven 2--Do you love and

delight in God, in a God of infinite Purity ?

If not, the Enjoyment of his Preſence, and

the beatific Viſion of his Face, which is the

principal Ingredient of heavenly Happineſs,

could afford no Happineſs to you. Do you

delight in the Service of God, in contempla–

ting his Glories, in celebrating his Praiſes,

and in the humble Forms of Worſhip in his

Church on Earth Do theſe afford you the

moſt exalted Pleaſure ? if not, Heaven is no

Place for you : for theſe are the eternal Exer

ciſes there: and to ſuch of you as have no

Pleaſure in them, the heavenly State would

be an eternal Drudgery. Do you delight in

Holineſs * if not, what would you do in the

Region of Holineſs : Alas! to you itwº
e



14 The Weſſels of Mercy,

be an unnatural Element. Are the Saints,

thoſe whom the World perhaps calls ſo with a

Sneer, becauſe they make it their great Bufi

neſs to be holy in all Manner of Converſation,

are theſe your favourite Companions f is their

Society peculiarly delightful to you ? And are

they the more agreeable to you, by how much

the more holy they are If not, what would

you do among the holy Inhabitants of Hea

ven With what Pleaſure could you mingle

in Society with them, while your Temper and

theirs are ſo direétly contrary 2 Are your Hearts

full of ardent Love and Benevolence to Man

kind? if not, how would you breathe in the

pure Element of perfect Love? --- Without

fuch Diſpoſitions as theſe, you are no more fit

for Heaven, than a ſick Man for a Feaſt, a

Swine for a Palace, or a blind Man to view

the Splendours of the Sun: and therefore,

you may be ſure, that God, who will never

do any Thing that is unfit, will not admit

you there, while you continue ſuch as you

InOW are.

You muſt alſo conſider, that if you are fit for

pure and bleſſed Regions, it is GOD that has

made you ſo, by his own almighty Power;

“He that hath wrought you for this ſelf

ſame Thing, is GOD ;”” and you have been

deeply ſenſible, that the Work was indeed

his, was Divine and Godlike, and beyond the

utmoſt Efforts of your degenerate Nature, 22u

are able indeed to fit yourſelves for Deſtruc

tion : that you can eaſily do : and that, I am

afraid,

* 2 Cor. v. 5.



and the Veſel of Wrath, delineated, &c. 15

-

afraid, ſome of you have effectually done al

ready. But it is God alone that can make you

fit for the Inheritance of the Saints in Light.

And have you ever been the Subjećts of this

divine Operation ? Have you ever felt the

Power of almighty Grace opening your blind

ed Minds, breaking your ſtony Hearts, and

melting them into Floods of ingenuous Sor

rows, under the warm Beams of a Saviour's

Love, like Snow before the Sun ? Have you

ever felt it ſubduing your favourite Sins, and

making them more bitter to you than Death,

and implanting and cheriſhing every Grace

and Virtue in your Souls f Has the Holy Spi

rit turned the prevailing Bent of your Souls to

wards Holineſs, ſo that you eſteem it the

principal Ornament of your Nature, and make

it the Objećt of your eager Deſires, and moſt

vigorous Purſuit Does Holineſs appear to

you amiable in itſelf, and not only a Pre-re

quifite to your Happineſs, but the principal

Ingredient of it And is Heaven itſelf the more

endeared to you by this Confideration, that it

is the Region of pure unmingled Holineſ ; that

no unclean Thing can enter there ; and that

even the Way that leads to it, is body ? If theſe

Things are not Matters of Experience with

you, you may be ſure, you are not “afore

prepared for Glory.”

Let us now take a View of the oppoſite

Diſpoſitions, and we ſhall make the ſame Diſ

covery. --- Suppoſe your Hearts are ſet upon

the Enjoyments of this Life, as your principal

.: Happineſs:
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Happineſs: Suppoſe you are chiefly ſolicitous

and laborious to heap up Riches, or to in

dulge your ſenſual Luſts and Appetites; ſup

poſe this be the ruling Paſſion of your Souls;

are you fit for Heaven? In Heaven, there are

none of theſe low and ſordid Enjoyments: |

and what Pleaſure would you have there, who

have a Taſte only for theſe Things?...You are

indeed fit to dig in the Earth, like Moles, and

ſteal the Serpent's Food: you are fit to ſcrape

up Riches: fit to wallow in the Mire of guilty

and debauched Pleaſures: fit to live in this

World, could you always make your Refi

dence in it: this groſs, impure, earthy Ele

ment ſuits your depraved Conſtitutions. But

can you once imagine you are fit for Heaven;

fit to breathe in that pure ſalubrious Air; fit

to ſhare in thoſe refined and ſpiritual Enjoy

ments, fit to join in the exalted Employments

of Seraphs, while this is your prevailing Tem

er? ſurely no; and what then will become

of you ? The impure and groſs Region of this

World, ſo agreeable to you, will not always

laſt: and you will not probably live in it, as

long as it does laſt: but Death, ere long, will

tear you away from all that is dear to you

under the Sun. And alas ! whither then ſhall

you go? where then ſhall you take up your

eternal Reſidence f---I leave you to pauſe and

think upon it. -

Suppoſe the Service of God be a Wearineſs

to you, and the Thoughts of Him unwelcome

to your Minds: ſuppoſe your Hearts are full

- of
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of angry malignant Paſſions: in ſhort, ſup

oſe you love Sin more than Holineſs, can you

#. yourſelves you arefit for Heaven? Alas!

it would be as unnatural an Element to you,

as for a Fiſh to live out of Water, or you to

live in it---But the farther Illuſtration of this

will fall under the next Head. Therefore,

2. Enquire, Whether your Temper and Diſ:

poſition be not infºrmal and diabolical, and ſuch

as renders you fit for Dºſiručion, and for no

thing elſe.---Are your Hearts deſtitute of the

Love of God “No, you anſwer, we thank

God, we have never been ſo bad, as that

comes to.” But if you love God, whence is

it that you have ſo few affectionate Thoughts

of Him? that you do not ſtudy to pleaſe him

in all Things, and delight in his Service If

you love God, how comes it that you do not

keep his Commandments, which is the grand

deciſive Teſt of Love Alas! inſtead of lo

ving him are not your Hearts diſaffected to

him As Evidences of this, may I not pro

duce your Diſlike to ſerious Thoughts of him,

your Averſion to his Service, your Diſregard

to his Will, as the Rule of your Condućt, and

your headlong Propenſity to follow your own

Pleaſure ? Do not the Murmurings and Inſur

rečtions of your Hearts againſt him and his

Diſpenſations, your uneaſy rebellious Spirit un

der his Providences, your Averſion to his Ser

vice, do not theſe ſhew, that you are really

diſaffected to him Now this is the very

Temper of Hell; this is the Conſtituent of a

C Devil ;
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Devil; the very worſt Ingredient in that in

fernal Compoſition. And therefore, unleſs this

Temper be changed, you muſt dwell with

Devils for ever. It is fit all the Enemies of

God ſhould be ſhut up together in one vaſt

Priſon. It is unfit that Rebels and Traitors

ſhould always run at large, or mingle with

loyal Subjećts. Alas! Sirs, a Soul without

the Love of God, is devilized already, ripe for

Deſtrućtion, and fit for nothing elſe.

Again; are there not ſome of you, who

have no Pleaſure in Devotion, no Delight in

converſing with God in his Ordinances The

Poſture of humble Worſhippers at the Throne

of Grace is not eaſy and agreeable to you,

And hence you have prayerleſs Families, and

prayerleſs Cloſets, and, if you join in public

Worſhip once a Week, it is a meer cuſtomary

Formality. You cannot bear to wean your

Thoughts and Tongues from temporal Affairs

on the few Hours devoted to the Service of

God, tho’ they make up but one Day in ſeven,

You do not delight in religious Converſation,

but it ſtrikes you dumb, like the Man without

the Wedding-Garment. Well, in the infernal

Regions you will have as little of this Exer

ciſe as you could wiſh. The Patient will then

be hopeleſs and incurable, and therefore no

farther Means will be uſed with him. Then

ou will be no more troubled with Prayers,

Bibles, Sermons, religious Converſation, Or

the tedious Hours of the Lord's Day. And,

ſince you have no Taſte for ſuch Exerciſes, is

it
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it not fit you ſhould be ſent into thoſe unho

ly Regions, where you ſhall never be em

ployed in them :

Again; are not the Minds of ſome of you

defiled with all Manner of Sin, and moral Pol

lutions : And do not theſe render you fit only

for that Region of Corruption and Impurity ?

Do you not indulge an angry, contentious, un

forgiving, malicious Temper ? Well, that is

the very Temper of Hell, and renders you fit

for it. Nay, theſe outragious Paſſions, when

broke looſe from Reſtraint, will create a Hell

in your own Breaſts ; and not only expoſe you

to Puniſhment, according to juſtice, but be

come the Ingredients of your Puniſhment, ac

cording to the Courſe of Nature. Do not ſome

of you indulge yourſelves in Backbiting, and

all the baſe malignant Arts of Defamation,

and perhaps are Firebrands in the Neighbour

hood where you live Well, in Hell you ſhall

have enough of this Work; and, while you

indulge this Spirit, you are preparing your

ſelves for that Land of univerſal Hoſtility and

Revenge. Is not Curſing and Swearing the

familiar Language of ſome of you ? Well, this

is the Language of Hell; and you are now

pračtifing the infernal Dialeót, and preparing

to converſe with the Ghoſts below in their

own Style in the Region of Imprecation and

Blaſphemy. Do not ſome of you live in the

Praćtice of the Works of the Devil; i.e. of thoſe

Works, to which he tempts you, and in which

he has perſiſted, who was a Sinner from the
C 2 Begin
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Beginning 2 Are you not then fit for that ever

laſting Fire, prepared for the Devil and his

Angels Even the gentle Lips of Jeſus Him

ſelf would tell you, as he did the Jews, that

“You are of your Father the Devil,” fince you

habitually do his Works. And is it not fit

you ſhould be doomed to the Society of your

infernal Father

Do you not find your Hearts are habitually

hard and inſenſible for, if you have ſome Kind

of Repentance, it is only a ſervile Horror, ex

torted Remorſe, and involuntary Pangs of deſ.

perate Agony This is the very Kind of Re

pentance in Hell, where they ſtill love Sin,

and yet cannot but upbraid and torment them

ſelves, becauſe they have ruined themſelves by

indulging it. Conſcience tortures them with

the keeneſt Refle&tions; but they feel no

kindly ingenuous Relentings, no generous

Sorrows, proceeding from a Senſe of the in

trinſic Vileneſs and Baſeneſs of Sin, and from

a ſincere diſintereſted Love to God and Holi

neſs. Hence their Repentance is only a Pu

niſhment, but has no Tendency to their Re

formation. And is not this the very Nature of

your Repentance at preſent

But I need not dwell long upon this En

quiry. It is enough to tell you, in ſhort, that

if you are ſtill in your natural State, if you

ſtill retain that Temper, which is natural to

you, as the degenerate Sons of Adam, without

any ſupernatural Change; that Eſtrangement

from God; that Diſaffection to him; that

Carnality

* * John viii. 44.
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Carnality and Earthly-mindedneſs; that Blind

neſs and Inſenſibility about divine Things ;

that Preſumption, Security, and Love of law

leſs Pleaſure; I ſay, if this be ſtill your pre

vailing Temper, you are not meet for the

heavenly Inheritance ; for, in Order to be

Heirs of that, you muſt be born again of God.

But you are fitted for Deſtruction ; for by

Nature you are Children of Wrath, + and,

while you continue ſuch, you muſt be Pºſſels

of Wrath. Therefore bring the Matter to a

ſhort Iſſue, by this deciſive Enquiry: “Have

“I ever been born again Have I ever ex

“ perienced ſuch a mighty Change in the

Temper of my Mind, as may, with Pro

priety, be called a new Birth, or a new Cre

“ation 2 For if any Man be in Chriſt, he is a

new Creature; old Things are paſſed away,

and all Things are become new f. Have

I thus been renewed in the Spirit of my

“ Mind * or am I ſtill the ſame old Man, with

“my old Affections and Luſts "-This, my

Brethren, is the grand decifive Enquiry: for

if you have been begotten again, St. Peter tells

you it is to an Inheritance incorruptible, and

that fadeth not away, reſerved in the Heavens

for you. But Jeſus, the Friend of Sinners,

Jeſus, who never pronounced a harſh Sen

tence, and who never will exclude from Hea

ven one Soul that is fit for it, nor doom to

Deſtruction one Soul that is fit for any Thing

elſe, even Jeſus himſelf has ſtrongly aſſured

- you

† Eph. ii. 3. 1 z Cor. v. 17. * I Pet. i. 4.
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you with his own gracious Lips, that except

you be born again, born of the Spirit, as well as

of Water, you cannot ſee the Kingdom of Hea

ven ||. For that which is born of the Fleſh, is

Fleſh; carnal, corrupt, unholy, and utterly

unfit for that ſpiritual, pure, and holy King

dom. -

Here I would enlarge a little upon an Ob

ſervation, which I juſt hinted at before, viz.

That theſe corrupt Diſpoſitions are not only

criminal, and therefore will bring upon you

the Penalty of the Divine Law, according to

Juſtice, but that they are, in their own Nature,

deſtructive, and therefore, according to the

Courſe of Nature, will be your Ruin. Suppoſe

God had made no poſitive Conſtitution to ex

clude you from Heaven; yet, while you have

no Reliſh for the Employments and Enjoy

ments of that State, it is impoſſible, in the

Nature of Things, you ſhould be happy there.

As you muſt have animal Senſes to render you

capable of animal Pleaſures, ſo you muſt have

ſpiritual Senſes to render you capable of the

pure ſpiritual Pleaſures of Paradiſe. And

without theſe you can no more be happy there,

than a Stone can enjoy the Pleaſures of an

Animal, or a Beaſt thoſe of Reaſon. You

would be miſerable Wretches in Paradiſe it

ſelf. Do but confider in what Things the

Bliſs of Heaven conſiſts; and methinks you

will rather fear, than hope and deſire Admiſſion

there. Is Religion ſo pleaſing a Thing to you,

that

| John iii. 3, 5, 6.
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that you might expect you would be com

pleatly happy if it were but perfected in you ?

Alas! are there not a thouſand Things more

agreeable to ſome of you ? But in Heaven

there are none of theſe Things: and how do

you expect to be happy there There muſt be

another Heaven created for you, a Mahome

fan Paradiſe of ſenſual Pleaſures, or elſe your

Temper muſt be changed. The Paradiſe of

Saints and Angels does not ſuit your vitiated

Taſte.

Farther; ſuppoſe God ſhould not inflićt any

poſitive Puniſhment upon you with his own

immediate Hand, but only ſuffer the Courſe of

Nature to run on, and let your corrupt Diſpo

ſitions have full Scope, and rage without Re

ſtraint, would not theſe Diſpoſitions alone

create a Hell within you? Anger, Malice,

Envy, and every wicked and turbulent Paſſion

againſt God and his Creatures, will break out

into outragious Hurricanes, when the kind

Reſtraints, under which they now lie, are ta

ken off, and they will agitate and diſtraćt your

Souls for ever, and render you incapable of all

Peace, Serenity, and Joy. Then alſo, all tem

poral Enjoyments, the Objećts of your Love

and Defire, and the only Things you now

have to allay your raging Thirſt for Happineſs,

will be for ever torn from you, and leave you

to famiſh in a diſmal Void ; and then you will

pine away with eager, impatient, inſatiable

Deſires, which will gnaw your Hearts, and

prey upon your Spirits, like hungry Vultures.

Suppoſe
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Suppoſe you were now ſtript naked of every
Enjoyment, and nothing left you but bare Be

ing, with your uſual Capacity of Enjoyment;

ſuppoſe you were deprived of the Light of the

Sun, the Produćts of the Earth, the Comforts

of Society, and every imaginable Bleſſing, and

doomed to wander, forlorn and hungry, in

ſome diſmal Deſert, how conſummately mi

ſerable would this Privation alone render you?

But this will be the Doom of the Ungodly,

aſſoon as Death breaks their Conneétions with

this World. They muſt leave all their En

joyments behind them, and yet carry their ea

ger Defires, their inſatiable Avarice of Hap

pineſs, along with them ; and theſe will make

them capacious Veſſels of Pain, for a Capacity

of Enjoyment not ſatisfied is a dreadful Ca

pacity of poſitive Miſery. Thus, you ſee, your

Deſtrućtion comes upon you according to the

Courſe of Nature; and you will die eternally,

tho' the Hand of the Executioner ſhould never

touch you, as the unavoidable Reſult of your

preſent Temper, the deadly Diſeaſe under

which you labour.

And hence you may ſee, by the Way, that it

is no Aćt of Cruelty or Injuſtice, in the ſupreme

Judge, to ſhut you up for ever in the Priſon of

Hell ; for what elſe ſhould he do with you,

when you are fit for no other Place Is it cruel

to exclude the Sick from Entertainments, or

Perſons infected with the Plague from the So

ciety of the Sound and Healthy Is it cruel

to confine Madmen in Bedlam, or Criminals

11]
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in Priſon Certainly no. Therefore God and

his Throne will be guiltleſs for ever.

And now, my dear Brethren, have any oſ

ou been convinced that this is really your

ë. ? that your Temper and Conduct is ſuch,

as at once renders and proves you utterly unfit

for Heaven; and, as it were, naturalises and

ſeaſons you for the infernal Regions? Alas !

this is a ſhocking and alarming Diſcovery in

deed. But, bleſſed be God, you have made

it in Time: you have made it while in the

Land of Hope, and in a State of Trial. And

therefore there is Reaſon to hope that if you

now take the Alarm, and earneſtly uſe the

Means of Grace, your Condition, bad as it is,

may be happily altered ; and you, who arc

now fit for nothing but Deſtruction, may yet

be made meet for the Inheritance of the Saints

in Light. It is becauſe there is ſome Reaſon

for this Hope that I have honeſtly expoſed

theſe alarming and unpopular Things to your

.View. You muſt know them ſocner cr later:

and if you ſhould not know them, till you fall

into Deſtrućtion, alas ! it will then be too late.

Believe me, my Brethren, theſe Things do

not proceed from a moroſe malevolent Heart,

nor are they intended to drive you into De

ſpair. I ſpeak to you with melting Pity, and

affectionate Benevolence ; and inſtead of dri

ving you into Deſpair, my Deſign is to ſave

you from it for ever, and bring you to have a

good Hope thro' Grace. And as the Evidence

D of
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of what I have offered is ſo plain to common

Senſe, do not pretend you cannot underſtand

me, and do not know what I would aim at.

I am only inculcating upon you this ſelf-evi

dent Truth, that unleſs you are prepared for

Heaven, you ſhall not be admitted ; and that,

if you are fit for nothing but Deſtruction, you

muſt be deſtroyed. Can any mathematical

Demonſtration be more plain than this? And

are any of you ſo void of Senſe, Reaſon, and

Faith, as not to underſtand and believe it 2

I now preſume, that ſuch of you as have

made this Diſcovery with Regard to yourſelves,

are alſo convinced, that you cannot poſſibly

eſcape Deſtruction, unleſs your preſent Tem

per be changed, and quite a new Frame of

Spirit given you. -

And who, do you think, can work this hap

py Change in your Hears : If you are ſo vain

and ignorant as to flatter yourſelves that you

can effect it in your own Strength, make the

Trial, and you will ſoon be undeceived. It

is God alone that can work in you both to will

and to do. My Text tells you, it is He that

prepares the Veſſels of Mercy for Glory. It

is his Holy Spirit alone that is equal to the

arduous Work,

But in what Way is his Influence to be ex

pećted : Is it in a Courſe of impenitent Sin

ning of Preſumption and Security ? of Sloth

and Negligence : No, to expect it in that Way,

is to tempt the Lord your God.—But ſuch of

- you
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–

you as would eſcape the Damnatiºn of Hell,

ſuch of you as have any Deſire to be for ever

happy, hear me, ſeriouſly hear me, and I will

tell you, in a few plain Words, what yºu muſt

do, if you would expcét the Aids ºf divine

Grace to prepare you for Glory.

2 ou muſt immediately think ſeriºuſly ºf yºur

Condition. You muſt labour impartially to

know the Truth of your Caſe. Pry into the

dreadful Secrets of Wickedneſs in your Hearts.

Review your ſinful Lives. Reflect upon the

Purity and Juſtice of God and his Law, and

what you have deſerved for a whole Life of

unnatural Rebellion againſt Him. Read and

hear the Word of Life with Solcmnity and

Attention, and uſe all proper Means to furniſh

your Minds with religious Knowledge. It ma

pain you at firſt to confine your Minds to ſuch

Objećts. But it muſt be done; and there is

no diſputing againſt Neceſſity. Beſides, the

Pain is medicinal ; it will contribute to the

Recovery of your dying Souls.

Again : 10u muſt accuſtom yourſekes to fre

quent importunate Prayer. If ever you be ſa

ved, or prepared for Salvation, it will be in

Anſwer to Prayer. Therefore engage in it,

perſevere in it, and never give over till you

obtain your Requeſt.

Further: You muſt guard againſt every Thing

that tends to divert your Minds from this grand

Concern ; as, exceſſive Hurries and Cares about

D 2. earthly
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earthly Things, vain and vicious Company,

and every avoidable Temptation.

Finally : 1%u muſt perſevere in this Courſe, if

ou hope to ſucceed ; and never reſt till you

feel the Diſpoſitions of Heaven wrought in

your Souls. A Pang of Remorſe, a ſerious

Fit, a tranſient Prayer, will not ſuffice, but

you muſt hold on your Way to the laſt. You

may expect Difficulties in this new Courſe,

and you will probably meet with more than

you can now foreſee or expečt. But You Must

BREAK THROUGH ALL, for your immortal

Intereſt, your ALL is at Stake. -

This is the Courſe I would adviſe you to,

if ever you hope to be prepared for Glory; I

cannot give you any the leaſt Encouragement

in any other Way. If any other can ſhew you

a more eaſy, and yet ſafe Courſe, and produce

ſufficient Authority for it, you may take it.

But, for my Part, if I teach you what I learn

in my Bible, I can give you no other Direc

tions. Nor do I expect to be ſaved in any

eaſier Way myſelf. And therefore, if you will

chuſe another, you muſt be anſwerable for it.

Remember I warn you againſt it, and would

not be acceſſary to it for ten thouſand Worlds.

Now, if this Courſe muſt be taken, when,

do you think, muſt it be begun ? Will you

appoint To-morrow, or next Year, or old Age,

or a Sick-Bed, for that Purpoſe Alas! you

may never live to ſee that Time. Before then

you may drop into Deſtruction, as rotten Fruit
fall
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fall to the Ground by their own Weight.

Therefore, Now, this preſent fleeting Now, is

the only Time you are ſure of ; and conſe

quently, this is the only proper Time to begin

this Courſe. Now, then, Now, while my

Voice is ſounding in your Ears, form the Re

ſolution, and carry it into immediate Execu

tion. Bear it home upon your Hearts to your

Houſes, and there let it dwell till the great

Work is done. Oh! that you did but know

its Importance and Neceſſity then you could

not delay it one Moment longer.

And now, if you have any Regard for the

God that made you, for the Lord that bought

you, or for your own everlaſting Happineſs,

take this Courſe immediately.—If you have any

Need of Excitements take the following.

1. Conſider your preſent dangerous Situation.

You hang over the Pit of Deſtruction by the

ſlender Thread of Life, held up only by the

Hand of an angry God, as we hold a Spider,

or ſome poiſonous Inſect over a Fire ready to

throw it in. You are ripe for Deſtruction,

and therefore in Danger every Day, every

Hour, every Moment, of falling into it. You

are as fit for Deſtrućtion as a Murderer for the

Gallows, or a mortified Limb to be cut off.

Such polluted Veſſels of Wrath muſt be thrown

out of the Way in ſome dark Corner in Hell

that they may no more encumber or diſgrace

the more honourable Apartments of the Uni

niverſe. And is this a Situation in which it

becomes
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becomes you to be merry, and gay, and

thoughtleſs, and eager after the Trifles of

Time Oh! does it not become you rather to

be on your Knees at the Throne of Grace, and

vigorouſly preſſing into the Kingdom of God?

2. Refleči with how much Long-ſuffering God

has endured you, notwithſtanding all your au–

dacious and repeated Provocations. One would

think one Day's finning againſt ſo holy and

gracious a God, by a Creature ſo deeply obli

ged to him, would make your Caſe deſperate,

and that the Evening of ſuch a Day would be

the Hour of your Execution. But he has pa

tiently borne with you for Days, for Months,

for Years, perhaps for Scores of Years. And

all this Time he has followed you with his

Bleſſings every Moment, and granted you the

Means of Preparation for Glory. And yet

you have been thoughtleſs, diſobedient, un

grateful, rebellious, ſtill. How juſtly then may

he inflićt Puniſhment upon you? And how

illuſtriouſly will his Goodneſs and Severity, his

Mercy and Juſtice, be diſplayed in his Treat

ment of you ? What could you have defired

more, in Point of Time, Opportunity, Per

ſuaſives, than you have enjoyed Will it not

then appear evident, that your Deſtruction is

entirely of your ſelf, and that, as I told you

before, God and his Throne will be guiltleſs

for ever ?

3. Conſider how dreadful will be your Puniſh

ment, if you ſhould periſh at laſt, by yourº
ent
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ſent wilful Negligence. My Text tells you,

what will be the Deſign of your Puniſhment;

it will be to ſhew the Wrath of God, and make

his Power known. Such will be your Puniſh

ment, as will be fit to ſhew, that it is almighty

Power that inflicts it, and that it is an almigh

ty God who is angry with you. . It will be

his profeſſed Deſign, to diſplay the dreadful

Glory of his vindićtive Attributes upon you;

particularly his Juſtice, as the ſupreme Magiſ

trate of the Univerſe. And even his Juſtice

deſerves to be diſplayed. For ſuffice is not

that ugly, grim, horrible Thing, which

Criminals imagine. In a Ruler, eſpecially in

the ſupreme and univerſal Ruler, Juſtice is not

only a majeſtic and terrible, but it is a lovely,

amiable, ingratiating Attribute, eſſential to his

Charaćter, and to the public Good : and ſo it

appears to all competent Judges, that is, to all

who are not ſelf-flattering Criminals, and

therefore Parties. The Diſplay of this Attri

bute, therefore, upon proper Objećts, is ne

ceſſary to give a full View of the Dcity to the

World, to repreſent him as he is,

“A God all o'er, conſummate, abſolute;

“Full-orb'd, in his whole Round of Rays

“ compleat.” +

Now, whatever Attribute of his he intends

to diſplay in any of his Works, he always does

If

t Young's Night-Thoughts, No. 4,
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it in a Manner worthy of Himſelf. . When his

Deſign was to diſplay and glorify his creative

Power, Wiſdom, and Goodneſs, feel what

a ſtately, well-furniſhed Univerſe he ſpoke

into Being ! What a magnificent, God-like

Building ! When his Defign was to ſhew the

Riches of his Grace towards our guilty Race,

what Wonders did he perform ' What inimi

table Exploits of Condeſcenſion and Love

His only begotten Son muſt become a Man,

muſt ſtruggle with all the Calamities of Life

for three and thirty long and painful Years,

muſt expire in Torture upon an ignominious

Croſs, and redeem the Guilty with the Blood

of his Heart. This was God-like Love and

Grace indeed beyond all Example. Oh

“Who is a God like unto Thee, that pardon

eth Iniquity ?” + He is as much diffinguiſhed

from all other Beings by the Wonders of

his Love and Grace, as by the Eternity of

his Exiſtence, or by that Wiſdom which plan

ned the Univerſe, or that Power which pro

duced it out of Nothing. When, in Proſecu

tion of the ſame Deſign, he intends to give a

farther Diſplay of the Riches of his glorious

Grace, upon the Veſſels of Mercy, what God

like Proviſions hath he made for them | Eye

hath not ſeen, nor Ear heard, nor has it enter

ed into the Heart of Man to conceive the

Things he hath prepared for them. He hath

prepared for them a City, ſuch a glorious Re

- ſidence,

+ Mic, vii. 18.

–
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fidence, that he is not aſhamed to be called

their God: He is not aſhamed to own the

Relation, becauſe he has ačied up to the Cha

raēter, and worthy of himſelf f. And when

his Deſign is to ſhew his avenging Wrath, and

make his punitive Power known, when it is

to ſhew what God-like Puniſhments he can

inflićt, ſuch as may, by their Terror, declare

him to be the Author, and ſerve as loud Warn

ings to all preſent, and, perhaps, future Crea

tions, to deter them from the Breach of his

ſacred Laws; and when the Subjects of the

Puniſhment are ſtrong capacious Veſſels of

Wrath, fit for nothing but Deſtruction: I ſay,

when this is the Caſe, what God-like Venge

ance will he execute what ſignal, unexam

pled Puniſhment will he inflict The Deſign

of the Puniſhment, which is not the Refor

mation of the Criminal, but the Benefit of

others and the Diſplay of his Perfections, re

quires, that he give a looſe to all the Terrors

of his Power, And what Miracles of Miſery,

what terribly illuſtrious Monuments of Ven

geance will that perform and erect as far

ſurpaſſing all the Puniſhments inflićted by

Mortals, as the Creation of the World out of

Nothing exceeds all the Works of human

Art.

And are you proof againſt the Energy of

ſuch Confiderations as theſe ? then you are

dreadfully fitted for Deſtruction indeed . For

- H. the

| Heb. xi. 16.
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l

the ſtrongeſt Perſuaſives to deter you from it,

which God himſelf can reveal, or the human

Mind conceive, have no Weight upon you.

But may I hope, that I ſhall ſucceed at leaſt

with ſome of you this Day, to fly from this tre

mendous Deſtruction, into which you are this

Moment ready to fall Alas! it is hard, if

even a Stranger cannot prevail with ſo much

as one Soul, in ſo large an Aſſembly, and in a

Point ſo reaſonable, and ſo ſtrongly enforced

by your own Intereſt.—But I muſt leave this

Warning with you; and if you do not remem

ber it now, you will remember it Millions of

Ages hence, when the Remembrance of it

will torment you with intolerable Anguiſh.

There are ſundry in this Aſſembly, I doubt

not, who, by comparing their Diſpoſitions with

the Nature of heavenly Happineſs, may make

the welcome Diſcovery, that they are, in ſome

Meaſure, prepared for it. To ſuch happy Souls,

I have Time only to ſay, that if this be your

Charaćter, you may be ſure that immenſe

Happineſs ſhall be yours. Your preſent hea

venly Temper is a certain Pledge and Earneſt

of it. You may be ſure God would never make

you fit for it, and then exclude you from it.

And, on the other Hand, if you find that

the Diſpoſitions of Hell are ſubdued in you,

aſſure yourſelves God will not doom you to it.

Can you think he would gain your Hearts,

and allure your Love, and then bid you depart

from him, to languiſh and pine away with the

eager
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:

eager anxious Pantings of diſappointed berea

ved Love Will he doom you to reſide for

ever among thoſe whoſe Works you deteſt,

and whoſe Society you abhor No: he will

thoroughly prepare you, and make you holy,

and then advance you to dwell for ever in that

Preſence which you love, in the Element of

Holineſs, to breathe in that clear refined Air,

to live in that wholeſome Climate, ſo agree

able to your Conſtitution, to be employed in

thoſe Services in which you delight, to enjoy

that ſublime and delicate Happineſs which you

reliſh, and to converſe in that Society which

you affect, and which is of the ſame Temper

and Spirit with you. —And for that bleſſed

Region may we all be prepared; and there

may we all meet at laſt, thro' Jesus CHRIST |

Amen,

The E /V D.



Publiſhed by the ſºme Author.

Sermon preached in Henrico, 29th

April 1754, and at Cannongate,

16th May, 1754.

2. Religion and Patriotiſm the Conſtituents

of a good Soldier. A Sermon preached to

Capt. OverTon’s Independent Company of

Volunteers, raiſed in Hanover County, Vir

ginia, Auguſt 17, 1755.

3. The Criſis: or, the uncertain Doom of -

Kingdoms at particular Times, conſider'd,

with Reference to Great-Britain and her Co

lonies in their preſent Circumſtances. A Ser

mon preached in Hanover, Virginia, October

28, 1756. A Day appointed by the Synod of

New York to be obſerved as a General Faſt,

on Account of the preſent War with France.

4. Little Children invited to Jeſus Chriſt,

a Sermon preached in Hanover County, Vir

ginia, May 8, 1757. With a ſhort Account

of the late remarkable Religious Impreſſions

among the Students in the College of New

Jerſey.

The following by the Reverend Mr. Thomas

Gibbons.

Sympathy with our ſuffering Brethren,

and an Improvement of their Diſtreſſes ſhown

to be our Duty. In two Diſcourſes occaſioned

by the cruel Oppreſſion of the Proteſtants in

France, and enlarged with a recent and par

ticular Account of the State of the Perſecution

in that Kingdom. To which are prefixed, ſome

ſerious Refle&tions on the preſent Situation of

theſe Nations, and our American Colonies.
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