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ARTICLE L

TESTIMONY OF THE EARLY FATHERS TO THE DOCTRINE OF
. THE TRINITY. i

We have agsumed, in our whole discussion; the truth,
tbe Diyine inspiration, and the authority of the sacred
Scriptures. From this it follows that the teaching of
Scripture, in all questions of doctrine, when clearly

. ascertained, is the infallible rule and judge of what is to
be believed as true.

Widely different interpretations, however, have been
and are put, upon various passages of Scripture. It is
therefore necessary, while every man must, for himself,
search the Scriptures, and be fully persuaded in his own
mind, that he should avail himself of all proper assist-
ance -in confirming himself in the correctness of his
oonelusions. This aseistance is to be found, in the most
eminent manner, in the promised influences of that Holy
Spirit, who alone can infallibly guide into all truth.—
Next to this, however, is the confirmation given to our
opinione by the judgment of others, whose ability and

aracter reuder them capable judges of the true mean-
ing of the sacred Scriptures.

ow, among those who must be regarded as, beyond
controversy, most eminently capable of knowing what
our Lord and his apostles really taught, orally, and in
writing, the Cbristians who lived contemporaneously
and immediately after them, must be eurolled. If,
therefore, we can ascertain those views which were held
by the prémitive church, on the subject of the Trinity,
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the people. 8o many things had to eombine, before
they could gain their end, that it was after many con-
sultations that they resolved to commit themselves by an
attempt. The caprice of the populace must run for the
hour with them; their own two hostile parties must
agree together; the wilful, despotic Roman Governor
must .{'oin in the work and condemn without cause ; and
miracle must hold its bright and terrible hand.

- All did combine. The serpent’s head was reared; his
eyes glittered with expectation and rage; the sharp fang
was buried in the sacred flesh! It shuddered: that pa-
tient, lofty head dro ?ed down in angunish; the hesart
that ¢“loved the worls ’ gave a deep groan and a cry of
more than mortal pain, whereat the earth trembled and
rent her garment of rock, and the bright sun veiled bins-
gelf in sorrow. That heart burst with mingled pity and
agony, and poured out its blood.

Thus had Satan and sin congquered.

" Yet one might almost wonder that the very ease of
the victory had not awakened their fears. Zoo muoA
consented to the deed ; God had too large a hand-in it
for their safety. 8o, at least, it proved. Within that
earthen vessel stood a lamp of heavenly fire; when that
broke beneath their blows, this shone forth upon thems—
dazzled and discomfited them. They smote those fraff,
cumbrous human defences, and they yielded and fell
down—ounly that the King, invulnerable, almighty, might
look them 1nto ruin. That which fell, fell upon the ser-
pent’s head and crushed it: He who stood needed not to
strike a blow—He lived, and thas destroyed them.

Thus there was an apparent defeat here, in that Christ
died by their conspiracy ; but within that was a real, a
perfect, an eternal victory ; for the death of the man was
the life of the Saviour. But note here, that not only did
the two thus go together ; the one was necessary- to the
other. If Jesus had not so died, Christ could not so have
" lived and reigned. “ Without shedding of blood,” saith
the Scripture, “there is no remisston of sin.” Tn that
dread sacrifice was infolded tAs atonement. So slight,
comparatively, was the discharge, and so- mighty the
recoll! The adversary did but strike one weak and
perishing human frame; and from the wound peured
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forth balm for multitudes of sick, imperilled souls. All
his strength was brought together for that contest; and
our dear Lord, gathering all the spears into his own
breast, fixed them there ; and the enemy, disarmed and
vanquished, began to perish utterly and forever, from
the day of his seeming victory.*

By his dying, the Lord Jesns Christ made atonement
for sin—he purchased the Holy Spirit—he ransomed in-
numerable souls—he magnified God’s law—he glorified
the Father—he prepared a human body to sit npon the
mediatorial throne—in & word, he wrote the Gospel and
built a new beaven. And to all that, an apparent failure
Was necessary..

Now Paul, the profoundest and weightiest thinker,
rerhaps, that ever lived, saw that this was only the most

llustrious example of a great law ; that just as we must

bury the seed to reap t%:e harvest, the best snccesses
must be won through a temporary and seeming defeat.
And he declares that he—and all such as he—lived on
that t principle,—consenting to disappointments,
hardships, and the appearance of subjection and defeat,
that the same kind of victory might follow. He knew
the imperishableness of good ; he knew it was its way to
break through clonds and darkness with its beam of
peace. Herejoiced to remember that the Gospel, thongh
1t walked in a disguise of weakness—though it veiled its
ministers in a show of inferiority to human weakness—
was yet ‘the power of God and the wisdom of God,”
not defeated, but advancing, with swift invisible banner,
‘“unto salvation.” They bore about with them, as the
apparel of the spirit, the dying of the Lord Jesus, know-
ing that thus they. made it eure that the life of Jesus
would be made manifest in them.—2 Cor. 4: 10.

* There is a likeness here, and an infinite contrast within the likeness,
which suggests the story of Arnold Winkelried, the patriot-martyr of
Switserland. The reader will hardly need to be reminded, how—when
the Swiss ermy had thrown itself in vain, though desperately upon the
solid spear-front of the Austrians, and had been nearly defeated by
its pessive strength—Winkelried, feeling in his rough and gallant heart,
that one man must sacrifice himself for his country, sprang forward,
arying “Make way for liberty,” caught the points of six spears in his
hand and drew them together into his breast. While they were en-
tangled and detained in his dying body, his comrades rushed through
the gap he had made, defeated the Austrians, and saved Switzerland.
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- Let us look a little into this matter ;- let ns consider
whether this is indeed a law of nature, that apparent
defeat must nsually infold real spiritual victories: and
if we find it so, we shall have some important inferences
to draw, touching both truth and daty. As itisa ques-
tion of spiritual life, it may apply either to the individual
Christian, or to the church. ,

.Looking now to the Christian himself, we remark first;
that this truth is seen in his conversion. He has bad &
kind of life before. A heart and mind have lived and
wrought in him. He has thought, and known, and
judged, many things ; the child’s experiments, enlarﬁd
and corrected, have built up the man’s experience. The
eye that once saw only external facts, has come to under-
stand principles—has turned within and begun to com-
prehend itself. The power of reasoning unfolds and
grows strong by exercise ; prudence and self-command
appear among the restless passions, and wield them ;
taste forms, and speaks, in fine and delicate discriming-
tion, the pleasures of the man. Affections live in him.
Parents, family and friends are cherished ; he takes de-
light in them, and in ministering to them. Generosity,
patience, courage, friendship—these are the outshoots of
a large and a living heart. '

No wonder, with such a spirit—made glad with euch
graces—that life is dear and beautiful. The manl{ heart,
unfolding slow and shapely, builds up its plans, lays out
its riches of youthful strength, confers its -confidences,
sets its affections. Its very dreams are light and. airy—
its hopes buoyant—it rises elastic under the pressure of
wholesome toil and difficulty. : .

But look closer : right in the centre of this garden-plot
of manhood, is there net a barren—yea, a cursed and
blasted spot? Thickly was all sown; human virtues,
joys, and powers, came up and flourished ; but the seed
of heaven that fell here, lies numb and sightless beneath
the soil. _The love of God has not a soltary fibren that
heart! It can look out upon the world of beauty, order
and delight, and not swell with praise—or, at the utmoet,
with barren, unobedient praise alone. It can acknowl-
edge its life preserved amid innumerable perils, without
one burst of gratitude—one hearty purpose to repay its
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The Book of Job.
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