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DOD, ALBERT BALDWIN, the son of Daniel and Nancy
(Sqnier) Dod, was born in Mendham, New Jersey, March 24,

1805. His father was distinguished for mathematical taste

and acquirements, and was hy profession an engine builder.

He was moreover a sort of universal genius—was a profound

and accurate theologian, wrote poetry, and could scarcely turn

his hand to anything in which he was not quickly at home.

He resided at Elizabethtown, New Jersey, from 1812 to 1821,

when he removed to the city of New York. On the 9th of

May, 1823, he was killed by the explosion of the boiler on

board the steamboat Patent, the machinery of which he had
been employed to repair, and which, at the time of the explo-

sion, was making an experimental trip on the East River,

The grandfather of Albert B. Dod, who originally resided in

Virginia, but afterwards removed to New Jersey, was a man
of highly endowed and cultivated mind, and educated his nu-

merous family himself, without ever sending them to school.

Thaddeus Dod, Lis grandfather's brother, was a graduate of

the College of New Jersey in 1773, and was for many years an
able minister of the gospel, and an efficient friend of education,

in Western Penn.sylvania. In 1810 or 1811, Daniel Dod was
invited to accept the Professorship of Mathematics in Rutgers

College, but declined it. Charles Dod, the brother of Albert,

was Professor of Mathematics and Modern Languages in Jef-

ferson College from 1837 to 1839, wlien he resigned the place

to become a pastor. The family, for several generations, have
been remarkable both for mathematical taste and talent.

Albert was the second son of his parents, and was one of

ei(?ht children—five sons and three daughters. Of the sons,

three became ministers, the others inherited or imbibed their

father's taste for mechanics, and all keep up the reputation of

the family for mathematics. Albert was like his father, not

only in his mathematical taste, but in the versatility of his

genius, and his quickness in mastering a difficult subject,

amounting almost to intuition. From the time he knew how
to read, he evinced a great fondness for books ; and his bro-

thers would often tell him that he ought to have been a girl,

as he cared for nothing but to stay in the house and read. He
was very affectionate in his spii-it, and gentle in his manners,
and always the favourite of the younger children. When his

parents removed to Elizabethtown, he was seven years old;

and from that time was kept constantly at school. He was
fitted for College at a classical school in the town, taught by a
Mr. Smith. When he was fourteen, his teacher told his pa-

rents that it was useless for him to attend his school any
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longer, as lie was in advance of his schoolfellows, and was
prepared to enter the Sophomore class at Princeton. His
parents, thinking that he was too young to commence a colle-

giate course, concluded to send him to Dr. Armstrong, who had
resigned his pastoral charge, and was then teaching a classical

school in the neighbouring town of Bloomfield. He remained
there, however, but one term, and spent the winter of that year

at home—reading, and teaching the younger children of the

family.

In the spring of 1821, being then fifteen years of age, he
entered the Sophomore class in Princeton College, half ad-

vanced. He became hopefully pious the first year he was in

College, and joined the church in Princeton. He graduated in

the autumn of 1822, being seventeen and a half years old.

The Hon. Samuel L. Southard and Mr. Dod's father had,

from early life, been intimate friends. Mr. Southard, who was
then Secretary of the Navy, attended the Commencement ex-

ercises the year that Albert graduated, and immediately wrote

to his father, congratulating him that he had a son of so much
promise, and off"ering to advance him in the navy, if he would
consent to enter it. But the son had already chosen the min-

istry as his profession, and he wished to be engaged in teach-

ing until he should be of suitable age to enter the Theological

Seminary. When this was communicated to Mr. Southard, he

immediately wrote back that application had just been made
to him for a teacher, by a gentleman of his acquaintance near

Fredericksburg, Virginia, and recommended that the son of

his friend should accept the place. He did so, and went the

same fall in which he was graduated, and remained there, in

circumstances very agreeable to him, between three and four

years.

On his return from Virginia, he remained at home a few

months, and in the autumn of 182G became a member of the

Theological Seminary at Princeton. The next year he accepted

a Tutorship in Princeton College, still continuing his theologi-

cal studies, as he had opportunity. He was licensed to preach,

in the spring of 1828, by the Presbytery of New York, but

retained his office as Tutor till 1829. In 1830 he was ap-

pointed to the Mathematical Professorship in the College—

a

place that was eminently congenial with his tastes and habits.

This appointment he accepted, and discharged the duties of

the office with signal ability and fidelity. Here he continued

till his death, which took place, November 20, 1845. He died

of pleui'isy, after an illness of a week, having, during the whole

time, maintained the utmost serenity of spirit.
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Professor Dod was invited to take charge of several different

congregations, but uniformly declined, from a conviction that

his usefulness could not be promoted by leaving the College.

He, however, preached a great deal; and his labours were fre-

quently put in requisition to supply destitute pulpits in both

New York and Philadelphia. He published nothing except

his articles in the Biblical Repertory. The article on Trans-

cendentalism was printed in a separate pamphlet, and attracted

great attention.

He was married, in April 1830, to Caroline S., daughter of

the late Hon. Samuel Bayard, of Princeton. They had nine

children, seven of whom survived him.

The degree of Doctor of Divinity was conferred upon him by
the University of North Carolina in 1844, and bv the Univer-

sity of New York in 1845.*
" He was rather above the ordinary standard in height,"

says Dr. Hodge, " somewhat inclined to stoop ; rather square-

shouldered; but active and graceful in his movements and
carriage. His head was unusually large ; his forehead broad,

but not high; his eyebrows massive and projecting; his eyes

hazel, brilliant, and deep seated ; his countenance intellectual

and pleasing. His disposition was very cheerful and amiable,

which rendered him, with his extraordinary conversational

powers, peculiarly agreeable as a companion. His reputation

as a talker threatened, at one time, to eclipse his fame in higher

departments. Bat this was only the sparkling of a really deep
and rapidly moving stream.

" He had a taste for literature and the fine arts, and con-

siderable fertility of imagination, and was, I think, disposed to

estimate these gifts at a higher value than his more solid men-
tal qualities. To me it always appeared that his understand-

ing, his power of clear and quick discernment, of analysis and
lucid statement, and of logical deduction, was the leading power
of his mind, to which his reputation and usefulness were mainly
due.

" It was this that gave him his success and power as a
teacher. There was nothing that he could not make plain.

Provided his pupils had the requisite preliminary knowledge,
he rendered the most abstruse departments of Mathematics so

clear that his students became enthusiastic in their admira-
tion of himself, and in their love for the science. It was his

delight to unfold the rationale of all the processes of his de-

partment, and to elevate his pupils to the stndy of the philoso-

* This account of his life was prepared for Dr. Sprague's Annals, by a mem-
ber of the family, and is here used with permission.
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pby of every subject which he taught. He was, therefore,

most successful with the more intelligent class of students

;

with the dull, as he had no fellow-feeling, he was prone to have
too little patience. This mastery of his subject, and this supe-

riority of his intellect, made him exceedingly popular as an in-

structor. When, on one occasion, he attended the annual
examination of the Cadets at West Point, as a visitor, he
evinced so clearly these powers of mind, that the Cadets and
Professors united in an application to the Government for his

appointment as Chaplain and Professor of Moral Philosophy.

This incident shows how striking was the exhibition of talent,

which any suitable occasion was certain to call forth.

"To this clearness and discrimination of mind is also to be
referred his fondness for metaphysics, and his skill in the dis-

cussion of subjects connected with that department. Those of

his writings which excited general attention, are on topics of

this character. Reference may be made to the able articles

in the Princeton Review, proceeding from his pen, in illustra-

tion and coniirmation of his peculiar talents for philosophical

discussion. His mind was always on the alert, and teeming
with thoughts and suggestions. It was a common thing for

him, when he entered my study, to say— ' I was tiiinking, as I

came along, of such or such a question,'—announcing some
problem in mental or moral science. Indeed I do not know
that I ever was acquainted with a man, who so constantly sug-

gested important topics of conversation, or kept the minds of

his friends more on the stretch. His consciousness of power
in debate, no doubt, contributed to the formation of this habit;

lor the pleasure of discussion was in his case so great, that he

would often start paradoxical opinions either for the sake of

surprising his hearers, or exercising his skill in defending them.

The talent to which I have referred was conspicuously dis-

played in all public assemblies. Had his life been spared, I

doitbt not he would soon have established for himself the repu-

tation of one of the ablest debatei's in our church.
" His best and most effective sermons are distinguished by

the same character of mind. He undervalued, at least at one

part of his life, emotional preaching. He did not seem to esti-

mate aright how great and how permanent a good was effected

by any preacher who calls into lively exercise the devotional

feelings of his audience. Professor Dod aimed rather to lodge

in the understanding some fundamental principle of truth or

duty, which should become part of the governing convictions

of the mind. He was accustomed to say that if he could make
his hearers see that they are responsible for their faith, or that
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expediency is not the rule of right, or that things unseen are

more real and powerful than the things that are seen, or some
such general truth, lie would do them far greater service than

by any excitement of their feelings. His sermons were gene-

rally constructed on that principle; and many of them are of

permanent value. His voice was melodious, and his deliver}'

free and untrammelled by his notes, which were generally

written out in full. Though his preaching, in the later years

of his life, was generally addressed more to the understanding

than to the affections, yet he had great emotional power, and
could, when roused himself, control in an uncommon degree

the feelings of his audience.
" Professor Dod has now been dead more than nine years.

I have not yet ceased to mourn for his departure as a personal

loss. I regarded him as one of the most gifted men of our

church. His having chosen an academical instead of a pastoral

career kept him in a measure aloof from our ecclesiastical

courts, and turned his attention to science rather than to

theology. But I have a strong conviction that he had in him
rich stores of undeveloped resources, which, had it pleased

God to prolong his life, would have rendered him one of the

most eminent and useful ministers of our church."

His contributions to this Review were in

1835. Finney's Sermons—Finney's Lectures.

1837. Beecher's Views in Theology.

1838. Missionary Enterprise in the South Sea Islands

—

Phrenology.

1839. Transcendentalism, (the part of the article reviewing
Cousin.)

1841. Analytical Geometry.
1842. Capital Punishment.
1844. Oxford Architecture—The Elder Question.

1845. Vestiges of Creation.

DOD, WILLIAM ARMSTRONG, is a younger brother of

the late Prof. Albert B. Dod, a sketch of whose life and labours

is given above. For an account of the family from which the

brothers sprung, the reader is referred to the preceding article.

Mr. Dod was graduated at the College of New Jersey in the
fall of the year 1838. In 1840 he was appointed a Tutor in

tlie College and discharged the duties of that position one year.

He then entered the Theological Seminnry, and after a three
years course was licensed to preach in 1845. His first pastor-
ate was at Port Richmond, Philadelphia : from thence he re-

moved to Princeton, where he was pastor of the Second Pres-




