
THE

PRINCETON PULPIT

EDITED BY

JOHN T. DUFFIELD,
ADJUNCT PROFESSOE OF MATUESIATICS, IN PKISCETON COLLEGE.

NEW YORK:

CHARLES SCRIBNER, 145 NASSAU STREET.

1852.



EntcTcil according to Act of Congi-css, in the yeiir 1>.J2, by

OIIAELES SCEIBNEE,
111 the i:lerk"s Office of the District Court of the Uuited States for the Suuthcrn District

of New Torli.

Printed by

c. w. bi:nedict.
201 William Street.



LOOKING AT THE THINGS WHICH ARE NOT SEEN.

BY

THE REV. ALBERT B. DOD, DC,

PROFESSOR OF MATHEMATICS.

" While we look not at the things which are seen, but at the things which

are not seen : for the things which are seen are temporal
5
but the things

which are not seen are eternal."—II. Corinthians, iv. 18.

In this passage, the Apostle explains to us tlie

method by which he succeeded, in so dealing with

the trials and afflictions of life, as to make them

the means of his spiritual advancement : so that

though the outivard man was perisliing^ the inivard

man was renewed day hy day. He luas trouhled on

every side^ hut not distressed^-perplexed^ hit not iii

despair—-persecuted^ hut not forsahen—cast down^

hut not destroyed. He hove ahout in Ms hody

the dying of the Lord Jesus ; but it was that

the life of Jesus might he made manifest in

him. The grievous sufferings of body which he

endured ; the falsehood and treachery of friends in

whom he had confided ; the persecuting malignity

of those, whom he, in the self-denying spirit of love,

was seeking to benefit ; the unkind and harsh re-

pulses of his offered ministrations of charity ; the de-

risions and sneers with which the truths that he
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delivered were received :
—

^These, and many other

like trials that lie encountered, inflicted upon him

severe pain, amounting at times, doubtless, to an-

guish ; so much so, that the desolation they wrought

is fitly described as the work of death. But it was

the death only of the outward man ; and, instead

of harmins: that which constituted the inner and

central portion of his being—his moral and spirit-

ual nature—it only contributed to his life and joy.

How was it that this Apostle was enabled, thus,

to take joyfully these trials which have prostrated

others ? How was it that the perishing of his out-

ward man was made to renew his inward man day

by day ? Where, and how, did he get that strong

assurance, that these light a^ictions were working

for him a far more exceeding and eternal weiglit of

glory f

How did he acquire this strange mastery over

the evils of his lot—this singular power to hold the

world in subjection—^to triumph over temptation

—

to rejoice in the midst of sorrow—to welcome afflic-

tion as the minister to his spiritual good, and to

endm-e, through all that could be laid upon him,

as seeing Him who is invisible ?

It was simply by looMng at the things which are

not seen^ instead of looking at the things which are

seen ; it was by his distinct perception and strong

belief of the Truths joined to the habitual contem-

plation of it, that he was enabled to rise superior to

all that is temporary, transient, and accidental. The

things that are not seen were not to him, as they

are to too many of us, the barren formulas of a creed
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wliicli lie liad been taiiglit to receive—they were

not the shadowy abstractions, dim and indistinct,

of philosophical speculation, nor the poetic fictions,

beautiful if true, of religious sentiment. They were

realities, as distinctly perceived, and as certainly

believed as if seen with the bodily eye. He did

not doubt of their existence. His faith was to him
as the evidence of eyesight, bringing to light that

which was hidden, giving substance to that which

was abstract, and drawing into nearness that which

was far oif. A future state of existence, in which

the righteous shall be crowned with unspeakable

and everlasting glory—instead of being, in his mind,

one hyj^othesis among many, superior to the rest

only by some slender preponderance of probability

in its favor, and therefore received at one time and

rejected at another, according to the influence of the

changing modes of the mind ujwn the interpreta-

tion of evidence—was a truth which he had settled

upon grounds which were never more to be dis-

turbed, and which, by frequent reflection, had be-

come so worked up into his intellectual and moral

being that it formed a part of himself, and assisted

in constituting the medium through which he looked

out upon all the events of his condition and destiny.

When he looked upon the death scene of some dear

friend, or when he forecast his own dying hour, he

was harassed by no misgivings lest death might be,

after all, some kind of a leap in the dark—a plunge

into some unknown and horrid abyss. " For we
hioio^^'' said he, it is no surmise, resting on uncer-

tain probabilities—it is no hope, cherished and



ALBEET B. DOD, D.D. 141

scarce kept calive amid conflicting fears—but " ive

hnotL\ tliat if our earthly house of this tabernacle

were dissolved, we have a building of God, an house

not made with hands, eternal in the heavens."

Everywhere in the writings and in the life of that

Apostle, we observe this same thoroughness and
depth of conviction. There is a sincerity and an
earnestness about him which could only have re-

sulted in the most intimate persuasion, that he was
uttering that which he knew to be true—that he
was delivering that the value of which he had him-

self tried. It is evident that, in his mind, the gene-

ral truths of religion were habitually present to

rule the occasions for which they were needed.

This material and sensible world, instead of girding

him around, like an opaque wall, to intercept every

ray of light from beyond itself, was to him trans-

lucent, in every part, with the brightness of the

sj)iritual universe that surrounds and penetrates it.

Things visible were, to his eye, but the accidents

and vanishing forms, of which things invisible were
the true and abiding realities.

Any man who can attain to a like simj^licity and
strength of faith in an unseen world, vnW acquire

a like supremacy over the objects and scenes of this

present life.

But herein lies the difficulty. The greater part

of mankind live by sense, and draw their motives

of action, not from the remote conclusions of reason,

but from their present feeling, from the impres-

sions made upon them by the things which they

deal and converse with every day. In this lies all
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the force and strength of worldly temptations—for,

were the things of this world and of another eqnally

distinct and near, there could be no competition

between them. But the things of this world sport

and play before the senses. No man can avoid see-

ing them, and feeling, to some extent, their influence

;

and many men feel and see nothing else. They are

obtrusive, thrusting themselves upon our notice, and

offering to us a seeming good which our hearts

crave. But the spiritual world is hidden from our

vision. It cannot be perceived by sense. It re-

quires thought and reflection to find it, and, when

found, it can be kept before the mind only by a

continual resistance to the temporary impressions

to which we are subject. The things of this world

have, in this respect, an important advantage, and

our moral position is rendered thereby one of ex-

treme difiiculty and hazard.

The spiritual system to which we belong is but

partially disclosed to the most patient and earnest

seeker. They who know the most of it, know only

in part. And in that small part which is open to

our survey and comprehension, we find much to

perplex and embarrass us. The general idea to

which we come, of moral order and the feeling that

we ourselves are subject to its requisitions, are so

often confounded and set at nought by the anoma-

lies and disorders which we see prevailing around

us ; there is so much that seems to be fitted to sus"

tain and sanction a life that is shaped only in ac-

cordance with the demands of passion and the views

of wordly prudence ; that we are in continual dan-
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ger of losing sight of the paminoimt nature and
claims of general principles, amidst doul^tful in-

stances and apparent exceptions. Truth, virtue,

justice, and all the general ideas and laws which
belong to our moral nature, come thus to be looked

upon as fragments ofan hypothesis that but partially

explains our condition, rather than as expressions of

the true reality ; and they fail, therefore, to obtain

such a practical hold upon our feelings as is needful

for our sure and steady guidance. We find it diffi-

cult to retain at all times and through all tempta-

tions, such a conviction of their reality and import-

ance as to make us conform our conduct to them.

The man who is tempted to increase his -wealth

by some fraudulent act, which he imagines he may
safely commit, yields to the temptation because of

his want of faith in honesty as a real principle of

action. He is sure of the wealth that he will gain,

he is sure of the good wdiich this wealth w^ill j^ro-

cure him, but he is not sure that the notion of

honesty is anything more than a mere notion, or a

convenient hypothesis that may be dispensed with

on pressing occasions ; or, at best, it is involved in

so much of doubt and uncertainty, that it yields to

the more palpable existence and claims of the

things that are seen. If he truly believed in the

law of honesty, he would feel that he could never

violate this law without incurring loss and damage
that would infinitely outweigh the temporary and

partial benefit of trangression. But, to the eye of

sense, the benefit is near and certain—the loss is

distant and doubtful ; and, through the want or the
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weakness of faith, tliat which is seen prevails over

that which is not seen.

So, too, in every instance in which men act under

the influence of views and motives that leave out

of account a future state of being, they disclose the

feebleness of their faith in another world. If it be

true that the soul of man is immortal, and that it is

now undergoing a process of discipline to fit it for

its eternal state, then nothing can be clearer than

that the whole importance of this life is derived

from its relation to the life that is to come. All

things here are but means to the attainment of the

true ends of our being ; and all schemes and plans?

all desii'es and affections, that terminate in the pre-

sent life, without due reference and subordination

to our immortality, are founded upon an untrue

estimate of our condition. They involve, of neces-

sity, a wrong judgment of the understanding, and

impeach the soundness of the intellect no less than

the purity of the heart.

Doubtless, it was possible that God could have

so made and placed us, that we should have been

delivered from the blindness and uncertainty which

now beset our conclusions on moral subjects. We
can conceive that, without any enlargement or mo-

dification of our present faculties, we might have

been permitted to hold intercourse with other

moral beings who have had a larger exj^erience

than ours, and enjoyed a closer intimacy with the

principles and purposes of the Divine governments.

The millions of spiritual creatures that walk the

earth unseen, might have been commissioned to
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manifest tliemselves unto us, and strengtlien our

faith by the communication of theirs. The govern-

ment of God might have been laid bare so widely

and fully to our inspection, and the consequences of

every action, whether for good or evil, so clearly

shown, that it would have been impossible for any

mind to throw off the conviction of the invariable

obligations of virtue and the folly of vice ; such

light might have been poured around us, such reve-

lations made of things not now seen, as would at

once supersede many of our greatest difficulties and

put an end to our fickle vibrations from one side to

the other. We see no reason why such disclosures

of truth might not be made even here as would be

sufficient to confirm the falterino; virtue of all who
love the truth, and throw ofi' those that hate it into

irreconcilable and deadly opposition.

But whether possible or not, such is not our

actual lot, nor would such an unrestrained and over-

whelming revelation consist with the obvious pur-

pose of God in relation to us. It is evident that

our present state was intended to be one of trial

and discipline ; and it appears to be, so far as we
can judge, essential to such a state that there should

be so much reserve as to leave room for the conflict

of antagonist principles. The infidel has asked

with a sneer, " Has God spoken ? Then why has

not man believed ?" As if the possibility of disbe-

lief were a proof that the voice could not have

come from God. But what if it were not the purpose

of God so to speak as to compel the attention of

those who are unwilling to hear ? Had He broken
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in upon the stillness of this netlier world in a voice

of thunder, compelling every man to hear and re-

gard, it would have frustrated the design with

which He has placed us here. Instead of this. He
has spoken in a voice so distinct, that all who listen

earnestly for it, may hear and understand ; but so

still, that men may, if they choose, close their ears

to its teachings. We are left to choose whether

we will believe or disbelieve. The popular notion

that belief is independent of the will, and, there-

fore, not a proper ground for praise or blame, is so

far from being true, that, on the contrary, that

which it is most important for us to believe is that

which we need not believe, unless we are willing to

do so. Whosoever will, may acquaint himself with

the truth
;
but neither reason nor revelation forces

it upon the notice or acceptance of any one who
is reluctant to find, or unwilling to receive it.

Thins^s eternal are so far revealed as to manifest

themselves to the eye that freely seeks and

fixes upon them, while they are unseen by all

who choose to turn away and pass on in heedless

disregard. Vice is often so disguised in the shape

of virtue, and error counterfeits so nearly the sem-

blance of truth, that the one may be easily mis-

taken for the other.

Such is our actual position : and it is worse than

useless to rej^ine or murmur under its privations and

hardships. We are shut up here as prisoners in a

small part of God's dominions ; and, though light

from beyond steals in through here and there a

window of our prison-house, it does not come with
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sucli noon-d;iy l)laze as to obscure at all times tlie

taper-liglits of our own kindling ; it does not enter

in all directions—it does not disclose to us fully all

that we desire to know. But if we will receive freely

and gladly its mild beams, and train our eyes long

and steadily to its use, we can learn to see clearly all

that it is necessary for us to know ; and if, on the

other hand, we turn away in proud dissatisfaction

from the openings through which this light enters,

and waste our strength in important attempts to

break at other points through the dark walls by
which w^e are bound in, or if we only casually and
carelessly attend to it, as it seems to flash now
and then before us, we shall soon become altogether

incapable of perceiving it. False lights will shed,

their glare around us, and so illuminate the gaudy
pomps and trickeries by which we are surrounded

—so magnify the false attractions and urgent inte-

rests of the passing moment, that our prison will

become to us as our home. The things that are

seen, though they are but temporal, will become to

us more important than the eternal things w^hich

are unseen. The facility with which we can so

dispose of the convictions of reason and conscience

as to permit ourselves, without the most j)ungent

remorse, to live on the indulgence of an undue re-

gard for the things of this world,—the ease wdth

which we can turn the light that is within us, into

darkness, and call good, evil, and evil, good,—is

one of the most alarming features of our depravity.

It would seem impossible that any thoughtful mind
could reflect upon this peculiarity of its nature,
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without being startled into instant prayer to God,

accompanied witli tlie most patient and earnest

seeking after truth. It is only thus that we can

hope to attain right views of our condition, and of

those truths that are to rule our destiny.

It needs no argument to prove that the great

majority of men act habitually under the influence

of erroneous judgments. They attribute a fixedness

and value to the things of this life that do not really

belong to them. They hold the great moral truths,

by which the soul of man ought to live, so loosely

that they give way continually to the clamorous

demands of passion and interest. Looking only, or

chiefly at the things that are seen, their standards

of judgment are commensurate only with the wants

of a temporal life, and are, therefore, essentially de-

fective and false. Their habitual interests are the

product, not of truth, but of fancy, and the scenes

which surround them are as unreal as the phanta-

sies of a dream. Their lives are a vain show. It is

true that there is a material world—the visible ob-

jects before us have a real existence ; there is such

a thing as wealth, and worldly honour and human

applause ; there is love and friendship, the domes-

tic fireside, and the warm household aff'ections that

grow up beside it, literature and science, and a

thousand other objects of desire and sources of

pleasure. We do not call in question the real ex-

istence of these things that are seen. But what are

they ? What it their intrinsic nature ? What is

their true value ? Here the men of this world fall

into grevious error and delusion. The world, in its
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largest sense, as comprising all the objects whicli

here appeal to our desires and aftections, is to us

whatever our judgment of it makes it to be. And
the judgment which the majority of men form of it

is radically false. They world is not, in truth, what

they take it for. It stands before them clothed with

a light, and endowed with qualities which do not

really belong to it. They commit an error like that

of the child who leaps up to grasp the rainbow.

There is a rainbow, but it is not what he supposes

it to be. And so the things that are seen, in the

shapes that they assume before the minds of men, as

objects of desire, and motives to action, do not

really exist. Their conceptions of them are not

framed in accordance with theii' true nature and

qualities, and the judgments founded upon these

conceptions are all more or less unsound. He who

thus spreads abroad the colors of his own fancy,

and who looks habitually at things temporal and

finite out of their relations to that which is eternal

and infinite, can only have a knowledge about as

approximate to the reality, as that which belongs

to the animalculae to whom the dew drop is an

ocean, We can have no true knowledge of our-

selves unless we study ourselves in our relation to

God. We can never know wdiat this world truly

is, unless we look at it in its connexion with the

world that is to come.

The necessity of the diligent study and contem-

plation of the truths that connect us with another

world, is estimated by the Apostle when he says,

" we hole at the things that are not seen." The
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original word implies deep and careful considera-

tion. It is the same word tliat is used by our Sa-

viour when he delivers the solemn injunction, " looh^''

or take lieecl " that the light that is within thee be

not darkness." If we bestow only casual and hur-

ried glances upon the things that are not seen, in

the intervals of our zealous pursuit after the things

that are seen, we assuredly shall never obtain such

a knowledge and belief of them as will enable us

to use them for practical purposes. We cannot

snatch the meaning of these high truths by such

random and careless efforts. We must look long

and fixedly upon them before we can penetrate

their essence, and so saturate our souls with their

meaning, as to make them effective in regulating

our feelings and our conduct. In proportion to the

distinctness and fulness of the knowledge which we
acquire of religious truth, will be the strength of

our faith, and the degree of influence which it will

exert over us. We cannot be said properly to un-

derstand any moral truth unless we feel it, nor can

we understand or feel unless we believe. The be-

lief, the knowledge, and the practical effect of any

moral truth or principle, are co-extensive, and any

one of them may be taken as the strict measure of

the others. And here we see the indispensable

necessity of regeneration through the influence of

the Holy Spirit. Without a new heart we are in-

capable of the actual intuition of truth, because we

are destitute of the holy affections through which

alone it can be comprehended. No exercise of the

mere reasoning intellect can ever give us a correct
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appreliension of moral qualities and trutlis. Our

consciousness is liere, as in other things, tlie master

light of all our seeing. Unless our own experience

has taught us the meaning of holy love, how can

we frame any adequate conception of God, who is

love ? And how can we understand any moral

truth unless our own feelings have been such as to.

illustrate its meaning ? It is one of the prerogatives

of the truths of revelation, that the principle of

knowledge is likewise a spring and principle of ac-

tion. It necessarily implies a right moral state of

heart.

Without a regenerate heart men believe in the

truths of the Bible, only as they believe in the

beauties of a fine country through which they tra-

vel in darkness. They may believe from the de-

scription and testimony of others that they are sur-

rounded by the most lovely scenery, but their no-

tions of it are too vao^ue and indistinct to awaken

the emotion that attends the actual inspection of

beauty, until the rising sun has revealed to them

the varied richness of the scene that encircles them.

So it is with the truths of Scripture. The natural

man comprehendeth them not, for they are spirit-

ually discerned. There is a vail upon the unrege-

nerate heart throuo^h which it sees not at all, or

only with a dim and uncertain ^dsion like his to

whom men seemed like trees walking. But let the

day-star arise, let Him who caused the light to

shine out of darkness, shine into his heart; and

the truths that were but darkly perceived, brighten

at once into new light. He professed before to be-
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lieve in tlie existence and attributes of God, but

this truth now bursts upon liim in a ricliness and

fulness of meaning of wliicli lie bad bad no previous

conception ; and be feels tbat to know God is to

love bim. He professed before to believe tbat

Jesus Cbrist bad died to redeem jis from deatb,

but now be sees tbe grace and glory of tbe Sa^dour

in sucb a ligbt as makes bim feel tbe surprise of a

new discovery amid tbe trutbs of man's redemp-

tion.

It is in tbe new birtb tbat we must seek tbe com-

mencement of all true knowledge of spiritual tbings.

We enforce tben tbis primary lesson of Cbristianity,

" ye must be born again," as an indispensable pre-

requisite to any adequate or effective consideration

of tbe tbings tbat are not seen. And tbis new

birtb is to be sougbt by prayer and by tbe diligent

use of all tbe means of grace witb wbicb God bas

favored us, not forgetting as cbief and foremost

among tbese, tbe study of divine revelation. Tbougb

tbe natural man comprebendetb not tbe tbings of

tbe Spirit, yet tbe outward forms of trutb, witb

sucb glimpses of tbeir interior meaning as be can

gain, are not witbout tbeir value. Tbere is a reality

and power in tbe teachings of tbe Bible, addressed

to tbe natural conscience witb tbe authority of

" thus saith tbe Lord," wbicb tend to scatter the

visions of tbat vain and deceitful show which exists

only in tbe deluded imagination, yet from which

sin draws its cbief enticements. Any man who will

give himself to fervent prayer and tbe earnest study

of God's holy word, has every reason to believe tbat
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God will break the cliains of his bondage, and scat-

ter the darkness which broods over him, and lead

him forth to walk in the liberty of the sons of God,
and exult in the open daylight of eternity.

But regeneration is only the commencement of

our spiritual life. The work is but begun which,
in dependence upon Di\4ne Grace, we are to carry
on to completion. We have a hard struggle to

maintain in our conflict with the things that are

seen and temporal ; in our liability to be overtaken

by erroneous judgments, arising out of a limited

and partial view of our condition, and thus to be
surprised into a forgetfulness of our deliberate con-

victions. We can guard against this danger only

by looking steadfastly at the things that are not
seen. The more we contemplate them, the more
will we understand of their nature and value, the

firmer will become our belief in them, and the more
influence will they exert in the control of our feel-

ings and conduct. Faith cannot go beyond know-
ledge, and the life cannot be stable beyond the

power of faith. If our comprehension of truth is

imperfect or erroneous, in like degree will our faith

be weak and fluctuating, and our walk uncertain

and inconsistent;' and our knowledge of truth

—

taking for granted the continual presence in the

mind of a sense of dependence upon God, which
will be manifested in prayer for di\ane aid, and a

right state of the affections, without which we can

learn nothing—will be in proportion to the degree

in which we devote ourselves to the earnest con-

templation of the things that are not seen.

11
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How many Cliristians are tliere wlio have never

yet 23ondered tliese things sufficiently to enable

them to see them, except with such dimness and

distortion that they walk with timid and halting

step—they fight uncertainly, as one beating the

air ! How many who understand so little of the

true nature of the things that are seen, that they

look upon wealth, elevated station, and worldly

pleasure as good and desirable possessions in them-

selves, not knowing, or forgetting, that every view

of these things which does not take in their relation

to eternal realities, is nothing more than a delusive

trick of the imagination.

How many whose formal faith is correct, but

whose real belief, as proved by the main current of

their feelings, and the ordinary tenor of their walk

and conversation, attaches a degree of magnitude

and interest to worldly things, that is altogether

inconsistent with their just appreciation

!

We cannot doubt that there are many Christians

who separate between the material and the spiritual

world, for the purpose of attributing to each a

kind of distinct and independent existence, each

containing its own treasures and furnishing its own

motives to action. On the one side lies this world,

governed by invariable laws, and, to their view,

complete in itself; and, therefore, fitly entered upon

and pursued with principles and dispositions that

have their origin and their end within its bounda-

ries. And, on the other hand, they believe in a

spiritual world, not encircling and absorbing this,

but existing separate and remote from it, and touch-
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ing upon tlie present order of things only at parti-

cular points, and by anomalons interpositions.

Hence worldly affairs are one tiling, and religion

quite a different one. Each stands by itself. The
spiritual system, instead of interposing itself en-

tirely through the objects and interests of the pre-

sent state, is seen in connection with them only on

special occasions. It is a thing of Sabbaths, of

divine worship, of the formal discharge of religions

duties, of seasons of deep affliction, or of such other

particular exigencies as seem to call for the decen-

cies and consolations which belono^ to it. It is this

meagre knowledge, and, of course, weak faith,

which produces that kind of religion which permits

men to press forward on the busy paths of this

world, with as much bustling and earnest anxiety

as if all their treasures were to be found here, and

which brings the things of another world to bear

upon them only with sufficient distinctness and

force to overcloud their hours of reflection, and lay

upon them the occasional sorrows of repentance.

Our religion cannot but partake very much
of this character, unless we reflect much upon

divine truth. It is no doubt true that the spiritual

world encompasses us on every side, so that if our

souls should now escape from our bodies, like the

bird breaking through the shell which had shut it

in, we should at once find ourselves breathing the

air of immortality, and looking upon the face of

God. It is true that every object here can be pro-

perly defined or understood only through its rela-

tion to our spiritual interests. It is true that the
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sound and din of worldly things, tlie glare and

pomp in wliicli they flash before us, are but the

unrealities of a distempered imagination. But how
can we attain the conviction of these truths in any

other way than by frequent reflection upon them ?

The great interests and permanent realities by
which we ought to be actuated, are not visibly and

tangibly present to us like the scenes of our pass-

ing life, and we have no other means of making

them present than by deliberate, oft-repeated re-

flection upon them.

No man can pursue any great interest in which

important consequences are at stake, without a

profound and thoughtful intentness of mind upon

his end, and upon the means by which he is seek-

ing to attain it. How especially true must this be

in regard to the great interests of religion and

eternity ! How can we hope, amid the entangle-

ments and difficulties that beset us, to make any

real progress in the establishment of a character

fashioned after the ideas and laws of an unseen

world, without a fixed and habitual thoughtfulness

—a thoughtfulness that will never permit us to

forget, for any length of time, our true position, or

to lose the consciousness of our relation to more
glorious beings, and higher interests, than are to be

found upon the earth. This must be our habit,

—

something more than an occasional musing and

reverie, at set times, when we force ourselves to the
task. It must be the uniform condition of the

mind. Through the prevalence of such a pre-

dominant habit of thoughtful attention to divine
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tilings, we may acquire a paramount interest in the

truth, and incorporate it into tlie frame and con-

stitution of our souls ; so tliat while we are eulare-

mg our apprehension of God, his providence, and
his purposes, we shall at the same time so work our

conceptions into the substance of our intellectual

constitution, as to make them the very medium of

our vision, the pervading and actuating motives of

our lives. Eeligion will thus become to us the

one present thought, motive, and impulse—the one
great light by the reflection of which all things

will be seen and judged. Then will our tempta-

tions be conquered in the strength of that faith

which is the substance of things hoped for, and the

evidence of things not seen. Then will our repin-

ings of heart, under the hardships and losses to

which we are here exposed, be exchanged for joy

in view of our coming glory. Then, when envi-

roned with difficulties and dangers which hem
us in on every side, instead of crying out, with

the servant of the prophet, " Alas ! my Master

!

what shall we do?" our eyes will be opened
to see the horses and chariots of fire that are

about us, and we shall feel secure in the per-

suasion that they that be with us are more than

they that be against us. Then shall we feel that

we are running our race, not obscurely, but com-

passed about with a great cloud of witnesses,

—

by patriarchs, prophets, apostles, and martyrs ; by
all the spirits of the just made perfect ; by the

dear friends who have gone before us to heaven
;

by angels, principalities, and powers ; and, above
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all, by the great Captain of our salvation, wlio was

himself made perfect, through sufferings, and who

is ever near to encourage and to help us. Then

shall we lay aside every weight, and the sin that

doth so easily beset us, and run witli patience the race

that is set before us, looking unto Jesus the Author

and Finisher of our faith, who, for the joy that was

set before him, endured the cross, despising the

shame, and is set down at the right hand of the

throne of God. Heaven, which we are too much

disposed to throw far off, will then draw nigh us

and lie around us, and come into contact with the

affairs and feelings of every day, and give us songs

in the nisrht, and lisfht in the hour of darkness, and

rob us of our sorrows by putting us in possession

of its joys.

Brethren, these things are not pictures: I be-

lieve, in my soul, that they are realities—that they

are the only abiding realities ; and, what is infinitely

more important than my belief or any other man's,

God, with whom alone is certain knowledge—who

is himself, in his self-subsistence and eternity, the

only permanent basis of reality—has revealed them

to us as the only certainties to which we can trust.

Nothing else possesses the worth which it seems to

have, and all things else are unstable and frail.

Wealth takes to itself wings and flies away
;
popu-

lar applause depends upon popular caprice ; the

pleasures of domestic affection lie at the mercy of

death ; all things visible change while we are look-

ing upon them, and we ourselves are passing away
—" Man dieth and goeth to his long home, and the
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mourners go about the streets ;" whole generations

of men sweep over the face of the earth, like the
shadow of the fast-sailing cloud flying over the
plain ; the earth itself and the heavens, so real and
solid seeming, are growing old, and shall soon reel

to and fro like a drunkard, and he utterly broken
down and clean dissolved. But throu^ch all these

commotions and changes among the things that are

seen—the surging, ever-shifting phenomena of time
and sense ; through the fires of the last day, the
things that are unseen pass unchanged, and there

they stand upon the high table-land of eternity, like

him who is himself their sum and substance, with-

out variableness or shadow of turning, " the same
yesterday, to-day, and for ever."

Blessed, thrice blessed are they who are now
steadfastly looking at these things. How much, on
the contrary, are they to be pitied who are living

only for the things that are seen, unmindful of the

destruction that lieth in wait for them ! Pilo-rims

of the earth ! heirs of immortality ! can ye not be
made to see that ye are spending your strength for

that which is not bread, and laboring for that which
satisfieth not ? Oh, that ye could gain somewhat
of that view mth which ye will look back from be-

yond the vail, upon these transitory scenes that now
fix your chief regard ! Oh, how will ye then curse

that gold and honour, and sinful pleasure, of which
there will then remain only the memory to eat like

fire into the soul

!

Yes, Christian brethren, though ye can now see

only as through a glass darkly, yet these imperfect
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glimpses of eternal tilings are more worth to you

than all beside. The visions, in which the mystic

ladder is set from earth to heaven, comprise the

real truths of our condition ; and its dreamy illu-

sions are the trusted views of its waking sense. Let

us labor, then, with due diligence and prayer, with

much inward reflection and study of God's holy

word, that we may ever keep this world before our

minds in its just relation to the world to come ; and

if prone to murmur under the meagreness of our

knowledge and the weakness of our faith, let our

conscious sense of disparity between the possibili-

ties and the actual achievements of our lot lead us

to look forward to the grave as the portal through

which we are to pass from this outward vestibule

through the inner veil, where we shall look, with

the open intuition of a free spirit, upon that glory

which now only dimly reveals itself to us through

the opaque symbols by which we are here sur-

rounded. Towards that day, which is to succeed

the long night of our restless, feverish tossings, let

us bend and look forward,' like those that watch

for the morning. Blessed day ! when we shall see

as we are seen, and know as we are known

!




