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T H E  E D U C A T I O N  OF T H E  F R E E D M E N .

B y  the  common consent o f C hristendom , the  education o f the 
millions of liberated slaves in  A m erica is esteem ed one o f the 
g reatest and best w orks o f our day. The sym pathies o f civilized 
nations of both hem ispheres are aw akened in behalf o f the  freed 
people. To educate the freedm an— to fit him for the new sphere in ­
to  which he has passed—to qualify him  to take  his place by the  side 
o f his more privileged b reth ren  as a freem an and a citizen—to take  
his place and keep pace with his fellows in  the onw ard m arch of 
the g rand  arm y com posed of volunteers of alm ost every nation  u n ­
der heaven, is no t inappropriately  called “ ihe duty o f the hour." 
N ot only during  the war, bu t after the war, m ay th e  voice of P ro ­
vidence be distinctly heard, w arn ing  the A m erican  nation, in tones 
solemn and unm istakable, th a t i t  can only prosper as it trea ts  w ith  
ju stice  and hum anity  the  long-injured bondm an. G od has linked  
the  destiny of the A m erican R epublic w ith  the hum ble and  long- 
despised victim s o f her avarice and cruelty . I f  th ere  is an y th in g  
peculiarly  cheering to  the heart of the serious and  thoughtfu l 
C hristian patriot, in the  events of the present day, it  is no t the 
cunning schemes of reconstructionists, nor the resistless pow er of 
our arms, nor the vast resources of m aterial w ealth, b u t ra th e r the  
indications of national repentance and national re fo rm atio n ; ch ief 
am ong w hich is the disposition to care for the  poor and  needy and  
to  raise up the weak and lowly.

T he Governm ent, by m eaus of the F reed m en ’s B ureau, en­
deavors to extend protection to freedm en in  the full en joym ent of 
th e ir civil rights in all parts of the  country. I t  also aim s to extend 
to the freedm en the  advantages of education. In  accom plishing 
this la tte r object, the G overnm ent accepts, and for the m ost p art 
relies upon the aid of associations and churches, all ac ting  for one 
end, and all considered as connected with the F reed m en ’s B ureau . 
In  th is way schools :have been opened everyw here—a grand  and 
m ost successful school-system has been speedily p u t in to  oper­
ation, enlisting  the sym pathies of the best people in  the  laud, re-
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L E T T E R  F R O M  R E V .  R.  J .  D O D D S .

L u cesco , M a rch  7 tb , 1866.

D ea r  B r o t h e r  W yliis— I  have ju s t  re tu rned  from a  tou r in  the 
field of raj7 form er pastoral labors. T he jo y  o f m eeting again, 
after an absence of more th an  nine years, a people to  whom I  had 
stood in so endearing  a relation, was like the joy  of one’s espousals. 
S till i t  had  one draw back, as w hat earth ly  joy  has no t?  Some 
dear faces were m iss in g ; faces on w hich I  should  have liked to 
look once m ore, b u t never shall—in th is world.

Y ou  know  m y congregation com prised six little  groups of Cov­
enanters, d istribu ted  over an area o f about forty five m iles in 
leng th  by abou t th irty  in b read th , lying in th e  four counties of 
A rm strong , C larion, Jefferson and Ind iana . W e called it  Reho- 
both , seeing th a t we had room, and tru s tin g  th a t th e  L ord  w ould 
m ake us fruitful in the  land. M y pastorate , w hich was a very hap­
py one, com m enced in Ju n e , 1852, and lasted till Septem ber, 18r 6, 
w hen you took me away from am ong my own dear people to  send 
m e to the  F oreign  field.

I  was succeeded, May 11th, 1859, by the Rev. T. M. E lder, an able 
m in is te r and  a faithful and affectionate pastor. In  the course of a 
year or two, the  congregation having grow n, and bro. E ld e r’s bod­
ily s treng th  proving  inadequate to  the  vast am ount of rid ing  de­
m anded by such a scattered charge, the field was wisely divided, 
th ree  o f the  stations com prised iu it being form ed into a new 
congregation, which took  the  nam e of Salem . By the  favor of the 
g rea t Shepherd  of the  sheep, Salem  congregation  was settled, F eb . 
5th, 1862, under the pastoral care of Rev. A. J . M’F arland , a m an 
every way suitable for the place, the people and  the w ork.

I t  was a g reat satisfaction to me on my re tu rn  to  find m y chil­
dren w alking in the  t r u th ; and  I  was very glad and  very thankfu l 
for all the  evidence I  saw of the  ab undan t blessing of the  H ead of 
th e  C hurch  on the arduous and  self-denying labors of my beloved 
b re th ren  E ld er and M’F arland . Since the  tim e o f my departure 
th ere  have been erected w ith in  th e ir bounds five new houses of 
worship. T hree  of these are finished, and the o ther two are nearly  
so, and I  believe none of them are burdened w ith debt. T he Salem  
congregation, bro. M ’F a rlan d ’s charge, has abou t as num erous, I  
th in k  quite as num erous a m em bership as my w hole congregation 
had  when I  took charge of it in 1852. T he o ther part of the field, 
w hich re ta ined  the old nam e of Rehoboth, and rem ains u nder the 
pastoral care of bro. E lder, has not nearly so fertile a m issionary 
so il; society outside of our com m union, th ro u g h o u t th a t p a rt of 
its bounds in which m ost o f our people reside, having com pletely 
crystallized, or ra ther petrified, m ore than  a generation  ago. I t  has 

'a lso  suffered considerably w ithin the last nine years from deaths 
and removals. T he consequence is, th a t it  has not, in visible 
grow th, yielded nearly so large a re tu rn  for the labor bestowed upon 
it, as the Salem congregation. Bro. E ld er finds, however, a con­
siderable offset against these discouragem ents in the very distinct
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m ark  which he has been enabled to m ake in  th e  com m unity around 
him , through the medium of an excellent academ y o f which he has 
charge, in the pleasant little  village of D ayton, in the  northw estern  
p a rt of Ind iana county, and which he conducts in a very efficient 
and  satisfactory m anner, with the  help of an able corps of teachers, 
chosen alwa3js with equal regard  to  th e ir scholarship and  th e ir  re ­
ligious principles.

I  m ust confess frankly, th a t in revisiting  th e  scene of m y early 
labors, my main object was to see and salute as m any a3 possible 
o f my dear brethren there and the friends of the olden tim e ; while 
I  made the special w ork w ith w hich I  am charged by your B oard, 
th a t is, the raising of funds for the  F o reign  Mission, quite a second­
ary consideration. T he circum stances too were unpropitious. B e­
ing  unable to fix the tim e of m y to u r long enough beforehand, to 
plau its details in advance, I  came down on them  in m ost places 
like E lijah the T ishbite, w ithout any sufficient forew arning or 
announcem ent. T he w eather was very disagreeable, the  roads very 
bad, and the evenings (part of the tim e) very d a rk ; w hich, you 
know , m akes a g reat difference in an enterprise, the  success of 
w hich depends on m eetings held  a t m any and widely d is tan t points 
in the backwoods, am ong a scattered people. Still, I  succeeded 
fa r beyond w hat anybody b u t one who knew  th e  people w ould 
have expected ; and if  the  rest of the  church does h a lf as well, the  
F oreign  M ission treasury  will overflow before O ctober. One th ing  
in relation to the contribu tions o f the  people th ere  deserves com ­
m endatory notice, viz. th a t w hat they  gave, they  gave w ithou t ask ­
ing  ; except in some cases such asking as was im plied in announce­
m ent on short notice, of a collection to be tak en  up a t the  close ^ f 
so m ejec tu re  or sermon.

Before en tering  upon the  sta tem ent of the  receipts for the  F o r­
eign M ission F u n d  from those bounds, I  m ust m ention  a previous 
one, v iz . :
Jan . 23 . From B rookland,* . . . . ' ..............................................................................  8 2 7  00

Received within the bounds o f  Rehoboth congregation:
F eb. 12. From Christian friends at D iy to n ...................................................  14  53

“  “ R ev. T. M. E lder and fam ily ,...............................................  10 00
13. “  P in e y .f .............................................................................................  20  00
14. “ W m . Thom as, at M ahoning,J ..............................................  1 00
15. “ R obert Pollock, “  ................................................... 5 00
16. “ Robert M’Isaac, “ ...................................................  10 00
19. “ Christian friends at “ ................................................... 9  56

Received within the bounds o f  Salem congregation.
Feb. 19 . From Bear’s R u n ,.................................................................................... 21 00

25. “ B e llev iew ,......................................................................................  20  75
28 . “ W m . P . J en k s , E sq ., B ro o k v ille ,........................................  5 00

* I have not yet given the other branches of bro. Reed’s congregation ano pportunity 
to make special contributions.

f  Piney had very recemly made its regular contribution on a liberal scale, 
j  Some of the brethren a t Mahoning who desired to contribute liberally were not p re­

pared ; but they know how to forward through their pastor.
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Feb. 28 . From other C hristian friends in  B ro o k v ille ,................................. $43 60
M arch 2 . “ Mrs. E . Minor, a t W arsaw ,...................................................... 1 00

“  “  J o h n  B e ll, a t “ ......................................................  1 00
“ “  a collection at “  ......................................................  3  33
3 . “  Mrs. Sarah Conn, “  ......................................................  5 00
4 . “ another collection at “  ......................................................  22  10
“ “  Christian friends at B eech w ood s,.........................................  8 68
5. “  Isaac Tem ple, “  ............................................  2 00
“  “  M iss Jane  H anna, “ ............................................  1 00
“  “  Joseph  M ’Giffin, at Jefferson ,.................................................  5 00

$ 2 3 6  55
Expenses, charged to Foreign Mission Fund.

F eb . 8. Fare on R . R . from K iskim inetas to K itta n n in g ,...........................$  55
M arch6. Fare by stage from Jefferson to K ittan n in g ,.....................................  ̂ 4  50

“ O ther expenses en route,.......................................................... ................1 00
“ Fare from K itta n n in g  to K isk im in etas, by  R. R ............................ .......... 60
7 U ncurrent m oney thrown inad verten tly  in  co llectio n s ,..............  4  30

$10  95

H aving  now fairly set out, I  expect to continue m y travels w ith 
little  in te rrup tion  till fall, and  in the  course of tim e to visit as 
m any as possible o f our congregations. M y in tention is to tak e  up 
a special collection for the Foreign  M ission F u n d  w herever I  preach 
or lecture, uuless w here by a special dispensation I  shall see best 
to  om it it. 1 hope to  have good reports to send in  to you from 
tim e to tim e. Y ours, tru ly ,

R . J .  D o dds .

C O N S T I T U T I O N A L  A M E N D M E N T — AS O B J E C T I O N  A N S W E R E D .

T h e  f o l lo w in g  p a ra g ra p h , c o n ta in e d  in  a  le t te r  fro m  an  e s te e m e d  
fr ie n d , p r e se n ts  in  a p la u s ib le  l ig h t  a  p o p u la r  o b je c t io n  to  th e  r e l ig ­
io u s  a m e n d m e n t  o f  th e  C o n s t itu t io n  :

“ Y ou contend that there should be em bodied in the Constitution : a recog­
n ition  o f  G od as th e  source o f all authority, an acceptance o f the H oly  Scrip­
tures as the suprem e rule, and a declaration o f  subjection to Christ as K in g . 
N ow  I  th in k  you  should w ait until m en believe these th ings, before you re­
quire them  to m ake a profession o f  b e liev in g  them . U n b e lie f  is  a sin , but 
professing b e lie f  w hen  it  does not ex ist, is  adding sin to sin . Surely you  
would not w ish  the people to be worse than th ey  are. I  th ink that such a con­
fession hon estly  m ade would en title  a man to church privileges, and conse­
qu en tly  the people o f the U nited  States would be turned into a great national 
church. I t  is  undeniable that the m ajority o f the people are unbelievers in  
the above named truths, and it  would be hypocrisy in them  to m ake such a pro­
fession. So long as sin fu l obligations are im plied in citizensh ip , you may 
:ustify  yourselves in  keeping apart, but it  w ill be difficult to do so on the 
_round that the people are unbelievers. There is to be -no fellow ship with  
unbelievers in th e  church, but it  w ill be hard to prove that th is  rule is to be 
applied  in  c iv il m atters.”

T o  th is  w e  r e p ly  :




