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To the ComMmITTEE of the third
Prefbyterian Church in the City of Philadelphia.

: {T your requef?, Gentlemen, the following Dy‘mrﬁ'
- ventures abroad, in a divided world of cenfire and
approbation. It was defigred, by a fummary Jfurvey
of the contef} wherein our country bas been engaged, to
excite gratitude to God, in your hearts and my own, for
bis great goodnefs befiorved upon us. If if's publication
ferve to promote this temper in the minds of any, into whofé
bands 1t may fall, the tribute of praife, that fball afcend
Jor the falvation fhown us, will in part be yours, If it
Jail of this end, the fault muft be afcribed to the author,
or the reader : For, furely, the fubject loudly demnands our
warmeft thanks to the fupreme Difpofer of all events ;
wwho, by an admirable difplay of his providential govern-
ment, has done great things for us. And,if in fome futuré
day, when the leifure hand fhall be diffurbing the repofe
8f fome caff by neglecled papers, that may bave flollen their
way down fo far, this difcourfe may attral? the curious
eye, and detain the attention a few moments ; and contri-
bute, in any meafure, to recal the feene of our conflit, with
 onie fentiment of gratitude to God, and a kind remembrance
of thofe who have borne the heat of the day, and thofe who
have aided-our caufe ; I fhall account it a greater happi-
nefs, than to bave claimed a mountain of Peru or Mexics,
as. my own. s

Southwark, December 18, ¥ 783.
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A SERMQN, &ec.

AN'event of fuch magnitude and importance,
< X\ 35 that which has occafioned our conven-
ing to day, accomplifhed in fo fhort a fpace of
time, and with fo fmall a fhare of difficulty in
comparifon of what might have been expeéted,
is one of thofe occurrences in the kingdom of
providence that command the admiration of every
obferver. And whillt it affords an irrefragable.
argument (to convince even an Athie/t) that the
MosT HicH ruleth over the affairs of men,and
raifeth up, and caiteth down, at his pleafure ;
" demands alfo our warmeft gratitude to that Gop,
who has done great things for us, whereof we
are glad. : | :

With a view therefore to affift in this delight-
ful fervice ; permit me to invite your attention
to thofc emphatical words of the Prophet.

Ifaiah 66. 8. “ Who bath beard fuch a thing 2
“ who hath Jeen fuch things ? fhall the earth be
“ made to bring forth in one day? fball a nation
“ be born at once ? for as_foon as Zion travailed,
“ fbe brought forth ber children !”

This paflage, it muft be confefled, has a ma-
nifeft refpect to that happy period, generally
termed the latter day glory ; when the various
pations of the earth, formerly ftiled Gentilesy
and yet in darknefs, fhall in a fudden and furs

prizing
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prizing manner, be converted to the knowledge
and obedience of Chrilt : And the Jews, fo long
rejeted of God, fhall by an admirable difplay
of divine power and grace, be gathered home
from their difperfion, as in one day ; and being
formed into a people in their own land, fhall
become the moft remarkable and leading part of
the chriftian church, in activity and zeal for their
God, and for JEsus THE SaVIOUR, their then
acknowledged MEessran. The former of thefe
events appears defigned, by the earth bringing
forth in a day ; and the latter, by a nation, viz.
the Jewifh, being born to God at once. Both
which, taken together, will conftitute that joy-
ous ftate of affairs, which the apoftle terms life
from the dead. (‘@) But as the- prophet has
evidently in view to awake our atrention ro the
hand of God, in his works of wonder among
_ ghe children of men: and it is not without ex-
ample in facred record, to accommodate paflages
to fimilar events ; (4) the importance of that
event we celebrate to day'; and the remark-
able interpofition of the providence of God, fo
manifeftly difplayed therein, will I truft, fuffici-
ently juftify my applying the paffage before us
to the prefent occafion.("¢c) To which alfo, it ap-
pears with peculiar propricty adapted. ' For who
indeed hath heard fuch a thing? who, buta
féw ycars back, would have believed the report,
had a prophet himfelf declared it ? his creden-
tials, at leaft, and marks of authority, had firft
been carefully fcann’d with a critical eye. Who,
R R SRR L L - > ~ -~ fince
‘Ukom. 33. 15, (b) Jgr.;x.xs. (¢) Matt. 2, 1!§g i
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fince tfime began, hath feen fuch events take
place fo foon ? The earth has indeed brought
forth, as in a day. A nation has indeed been
born, as at once. It has not been Ifracl’s forty
years'of tedious wildernefs journey ; nor Rome’s,
or the United Belgic provinces, long continued
fcene of arduous, dubious ftruggle : But almofi
as foon as our American Zion began to travail ;
and without experiencing the pangs and pains
which apprehenfive fear expected ; fhe brought
forth her children, more numerous than the
tribes of Jacob, to poflefs the land, from the
north to the fouth, and from the eaft to the yet
unexplored, far diftant weft : That with great
propriety, may we hail every friend of liberty,
on this gufpicious day, in the language nearly
following our text; rejoice ye, with America,
and be gladiwith her, all yc that love her, rejoice
for joy with her, all ye that mourned for her.
For thus faith the Lord ; behold, I will extend
peace to her, like a river, and glory, like a flow-
ing {tream. Here then, as from one of thofe
hills from whence the tents of Jacob were viewed
of old, let us look back, on what God hath done;
and contemplate the profpe hg opens before us.
And may he,in whofe hand are the hearts of the
children of men, infpire every breaft with a grate-
ful fenfe of his goodnefs, fo liberally beftowed
through the whole.—The Britifh monarch had
formed a defign (for a&ions fpeak louder than
words) to reduce thefe ftates, then Britifh colonies,
into abfolute vaflalage, A venal Parliament had
8 S approved
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approved the unrighteous purpofe ; and pafled g
decree to bind us in all cafes, both civil and reli-
gious, to the obedience of fuch laws as they
might fee meet to ena&. Some have afcribed
this extravagant conduct to the fame fpirit of
jealouiy, which once influenced the councils
of Egypt againft the houfe of Jofeph; left waxing
too powerful, they might break off their con-
neé&ion, and purfue a feparate intereft of their
own. Pharaoh,indeced, might have reafon to fear,
becaufe Ifracl were an entirely different people ;
and in their religion and manners feparated far
from the people of the land. But in the prefent
cafe, though the court of Britain appear carefully
to have copied the Egyptian model ; and their
meafures have produced a fimilar event ; yet, as
the people of thefe States were the fame as the
people of Britain, their religion and manners the
fame ; and no difpofition to fcparate from them
had ever appeared : But an attachment, even to
enthufiaftic fondnefs, had always obtained ; it
muft have required an exorbitant fhare of infatu-
ation to have raifed a fufpicion fo high, as to
produce the fpirit and zeal that direéted the Bri-
tith cabinet. To raife a revenue, and bring
. America to bear her proportion of the national .
debt has been afligned as the motive. America,
by centring her trade in Britain; contributed her
. liberal fhare, nor had fhe ever witheld her blood -
or her treafure when requifitions were made ;
" that even malevolence itfelf had been nonplufied
from thence to derive a plea, unlefs tbroughéa
ma
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thad defire to take by compulfion, what weuld
otherwife be cheerfully given. It feems therefore
moft probable, his Britannic Majefty withed to
increafe the power of the crown, fo as to wreft
the very fhadow of liberty out of the hands of
all his fubjeéts, and reign an abfolute monarch ;
and for this end began where he hoped, by bribes
and craft, to cloak his defign under the cover of
Parliamentary fan&ion. It may be, he defired to
arge America to arms ; that being vanquifhed
(which feems to have been taken as a granted
point) and her principal men, and all who fhould
dare to oppofe his views, having either fallen in
the field, or been executed as traitors, or con-
ftrained to fly to fome foreign land ; the whole
of the country, with the fubdued, daftardly inha-
bitants that remained, might revert to the crown.
This, with it’s native confequences of American
lords and vaffals, all at the monarch’s pleafure,
muft foon have weighed down the liberty of
Britain. = Or, perhaps he expeéted to intimidate
into fubmiffion, by the appearance of a deter-
mined military force. This charity would fondly
perfuade us to admit, as being the lealt wicked
of the two. And in that cafe, an hoft of place-
* men and penfioners, with their influence among
a people, deftitute of fpirit and fubdued by
threats ; though not fo fuddenly, would yet as
certainly have produced the defired effeé : And
finally impofed the fame humiliating terms on
Britain herfelf. But whatever might be the
motive, Amecrica was marked out, for fervile
fubmiflion;, .
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fubmiffion, or fevere fubjugation ; and the
power of Britain employed to accomplith the
“end. A day now rofe, lowering thick with
dark and heavy clouds, A fcene now opened,
painful to the mind only to review. On the
onc hand, to refign every deareft birthright pri-
vilege ; and bow down unconditional to foreign
mafters, from whom we had nothing to expe&,
but fovereign contempt, and heavy burdens im-
pofed ; who, by their remote fituation, could
neither fee our calamity, nor partake in our
fufferings.  Or on the other hand, to wage war
with the moft formidable power on earth, that
had been for agesa terror to the nations; and had
lately rifen into a-ftate of grandeur and glory far
furpaffing all her former greatnefs. A nation long
inured to war: Her fleets commanding the -
ocean : Her troops numerous and veteran ; and
in martial deeds, famed as inferior to none : Her
wealth immenfe : Her refources many: And
ber pride and miftaken fenfe of honor prompt-
ing her to exert every nerve, to fecure a com-
pliance with her claims and demands. Hard
alternative ! to refign liberty, or wage this
hazardous war. And yet none other remained.
America had her numerous hufbandmen, her
merchants and mechanics ; and her fops of the
learned profeflions, and ftudents in every fcicnce.
Her inhabitants were many : But unraught in
the policy of courts and cabinets ; and ftrangers
from the art of war : And divided into different
colonics, under different forms of government,

had
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had fcatce ever communicated fentiments-on @
fingle point. ~Armics fhe had none ; nor a fingle
thip of war to prote&t her coaft. Arms and
ammunition had never been her care; and her
money fcarce fufficient for common occafions.
Refources 'tis true there were ; but as the pre«
cious metal lies hid in the unfought-for oar,
they remained unexplored and wunknown. In
this fituation, fhall fhe dar¢ to provoke the
vengeance of Britain ? a ftoical obferver would
have pronounced it madnefs. But LIBERTY was
the prize. She chofe “ FREEDOM or DEATH”
as her motto ; and nobly refolved on war with all
it’s horrors ; that at leaft, her laft expiring groarm
might breathe forth FrREEDOM. Already had
Britain planted her baleful banner on our coaft ;
and her proud infulting flag had poflefled our
harbours. Her oppreffive ediéts had gone forth ;
and her naval and military ftrength were com=
bined to enforce obedience. As the careful
marifier watches the heavy gathering cloud, and
dreads the approaching ftorm ; America, with
anxiety beheld, and waited the event. Prudence
would have feemed to dictate an early refiftafce
to manifelt hottile defigns ; nor fuffer an avowed
enemy to every privilege to entrench in quiet,
. and ftrengthen themfelves in a capital town. (a)
Nor was America blind to the meafure : but that

God, who fo early efpoufed her caufe, that her

innocence in the cafe, and her relutance to arms,
might be evident to all, witheld her from the
deed ; and left Britain, on LEXING TON's ever=

Ny B memorable
a) Bofton,

.
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memorable day, to open the fcene of war. Quick
as the flath of lightning glares from pole to pole,
{o fudden did a military fpirit pervade thefe then
United Colonies ; but now, bleffed be Gaod, con-
federated, eftablithed States. The peaceful hufz
bandman forfook his farm ; the merchant relin-
quifhed his trade ; the learnedin the law difmif-
fed their clients; the compaffionate phyfician
forgot his daily round ; the mariner laid afide
his compafs and quadrant; the mechanic refigned
his implements of employment ; the fons of
fcience ceafed their philofophic purfuits ; and
- even the mifer half negleéted, for a time, his gold
and his gain, and the griping landlord his rents.
All prepared for war,and eagerly flew to the field.
The delicate female herfelf forgot her timidity ;
and glowing with patriot zeal prompted the
tardy to arms ; and defpifed and reproached the
lingerer that meanly loitered behind. Nor were
thofe of the facred order wanting to their coun-
try, when her civil and religious liberties were
all at ftake : But as became faithful watchmen,
‘they blew the trumpet on the walls of our Zion ;
and founded an alarm for defence. From
then, ftandard was pitched againft ftandard ; and
the battle was fought with various fuccefs, from
the eaft to the weft, and from the north to the
fouth ; and the field and the foreft, the hills and
the vallies, the fhore and the inland parts, have
all heard the fhoutings of the warrior, and the
clang of arms; and feen garments rolled in blood ;
and fummer’s fcorching heat, and winter’s parch-
ing
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ing cold, borne teftimony to American perfeves
ance and valour. Nor was military prowefs
only given. He that put of the fpirit of Mofes
on the elders of Ifrael, raifed up fenators, and
guided them in council, to condu& the affairs of
his chofen American tribes ;('@ ) and though like
the Jewifh congregation of old, the language of
murmur and complaint has been heard in our
land ; and we have had our Korahs and Da-
thans, whofe endeavours have been to weaken
the hands of our rulers ; depreciate their meris,
and leflen their efteem in the eyes of the people ;
yet (I hefirate not to pronounce it) generations
yet unborn will look back with wonder ; and
venerate the memories, and long perpetuate the
names of thofe who guided the helm through
the ftorm ; nor funk difmayed, whilft fo furious
an Eurgclydon of innumerable difficulties lathed
fo fore, and lay fo long upon us ; but have at
length, by the good hand of our God upon them,
brought the billow-beaten veffel of public affairs
fafe into harbour. Thefe, pofterity. will admire
and revere ; and wifh to have feen the day when
thofe men lived on the earth. A day, which
commanded the attention of ftatesand kingdoms,
far and wide. And as Jofhua’s day arrefted the
fun in his courfe, the nations flood ftill in filent
furprize, to fee the balance. of - war fo nearly
poized, between. contending parties fo unequal
Fondly, would: the fpark of humanity within
have led them to aid the American caufe. Their,
wifh was all they durft give : For they dreaded
tae omnipotent arm of Britain ; not dared ta
awake

Ea] Tee Corgris
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awake her refentment. The monarch of France
alone was found, whofe generous zeal for the
rights of humanity infpired him, beyond the
ower of every meaner confideration. Solemn
ties had bound him, to confult the good of the
people over whom he was placed : Nor could
he have anfwered to his God, his confcience, or
his kingdom, to have involved the nation in the
calamities of an arduous, hazardous war, had no
profpe& of advantage rifen into wiew. God,
who had early defigned him for diftinguifhed
honor ; and raifed him to the throne, to eftablith
his name and his glory, as lafting as the annals
of time, as the PROTECTOR OF THE RIGHTS
OF MANKIND, had therefore, by a firm decree,
united the intereft of America and France ; that
His MajesT Y might be juft to his confcience,
his people, and his God, whilft induiging rhe
ardent glow of  his magnanimous breaft, in af-
fording to the diftrefled a vigorous aid : And
his fleets and his armies were embarked in our
caufe. Let detra&ion therefore be filent, nor
obje& the influence of intereft, to fully the gene-
rous deed. God has conneéted duty and intereft;
by indiffoluble bonds ; nor may either, of
sight, aflume the name alone. Ancient preju-.
dices, inftilled by Britain, feemed to forbid con-
mection with a nation, we had long been taught
to confider faithlefs, pufillanimous, and cruel.
The generofity of France recovered the mind to
judge by a candid fcale. ‘And as a mutual inter-
gourfe increafed our acquaintance, the fcales of
5 ignorance
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ignorance fcll from our eyes ; the mift of pre-,
judice vanifhed: And America found herfelf.
united to the moft enlightened civilized nation.
on earth ; and rejoiced in an alliance, cemented,
not by intereft only, but the ftrong additional
bonds of cordial affe&tion. An alliance, which:
may that God whofe watchful eye guards the
affairs of men, perpetuate unimpaired, while fun:
and moon fhall endure. The citizens and fub-
je@ts of both nations embraced as brethren ; and
fought fide by fide, with united hearts and
‘hands, in the then made common caufe. Their
only frife was, who fhould difplay the nobleft
deeds ; and render themfelves moft worthy each
other’s efteem. America’s day, the morning of
which had lowred with heavy clouds, began to
brighten a pace; and it’s hurrying hours haftened
their way to a noon tide glow. =~ The juftice of
her caufe; the influence of her great Ally ; and
the infults and injuries experienced by other na-
tions, from BRITISH ARROGANCE, procured
her itill farther {upport ; and narrowed the di-
flance to the obje of her with. Britain faw,
with indignation: And in firm alliance with
every infernal power (for, from heaven fhe dared
not expet ; nor would any on earth, Hefle,
Anfpach, and Savages excepted, afford her aid) fhe
refolved on utmoft vengeance: And as a Tyger in
the foreft, taken in the toiles, exerted her every
effort. Nor need I here recount Monmouth,Cow-
pens by Catawba, or Eutaw, with the many fore
fought days on the land ; or the briney . ocean,
TS R repeatedly
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repeatedly ftained with the generous blood of war,
or the ravages that defolated the fouth ; or the
devaftation and ruin that ranged along our coalt ;
whilft their ruthlefs favage allies, to the eternal
infamy of thofe who employed them, drenched
the wide froatier with the warlefs blood of help-
lefs women and babes. Thefe deeds of Britain
are written with the pen of remembrance on the
‘minds of all. They are engraved, as with the
point of a diamond on a rock, on the pillars of
time ; and handed down in the faithful hiftoric
page, fhall long be rcad by ages yet to come.
Nor fhall Carolina or Georgia, New-York or
Virginia, Philadelphia, Rhode-Ifland, or Bofton,
be named, but grateful acknowledgments fhall
rife of the kind deliverance afforded. And oft
fhall the traveller turn afide to furvey the feat
of Glocefterand York in Virginia, and view the
fpot, ever to be remembred, where the great de-
cifive event took place ; and ‘read infcribed on
the memorative marble, (‘a) the important victory
there obtained. The inhabitant, inftructed from
father to fon, fhall bear him company, and re-
count the various parts of the fcene. *“ On this
* point, the blood-flained Britith general, Lord
* Cornwallis, held his garrifon. ~ Yonder the
*“ Great WasuINGToN & llluftrious RocH 4 M-
‘“ BEAU made their firlt approach. Acrofs that
¢ rivulet, and through that valley, ran their firt
“ parallel ; and where now that range of buiid-
*“ings ftands, they drew their fecond. There
¢ ftoad a redoubt, carried by cool, determined
= 7 ' Gallic

(e} & marble Pillar appointed by Congrefs to be erefted there,
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¢ Gallic Bravery : And there tlie Ameficans
 ftormed and conquered. Here, encaved in the
* brow of the bank, the Britons met, to hold
¢ their dark and gloomy councils ; in that part
¢ of the river the Charon was fet on fire. And
¢ yonder, acrofs the water, the Generals #W'eedon
¢ and Choiffey hemnied in the imprifoned Britifh
 ranks. There the French and American troops
‘ formed a glittering lane : And on yonder plain

2

¢ the numerous garrifon piled their arms.”—
The liftening child, led forth in his father’s hand,
fhall hear him relate ; and repeat it over again to
his little companions. And they alfo fhall rejoice
in that great event, which ftruck Britain with
terror and defpair ; and led on to that happy
reftoration of peace, for which, to day, we give
thanks to our God. For, according to this time
fhall it be faid of thefe United States, what bhath
God wrought for them ? Great indeed, is the
falvation he hath fhown! And great the obliga-
tions we are under to praife ! For, had we failed
in our juft attempt to fecure our invaluable
rights, America’s choiceft blood had flowed in
liberal ftreams : And her moft valuable citizens,.
throughout the States, had expired by halters
and in gibbets. The daring patriot, whofe zeal
for his country had led him, with his life in his
hand, to take a feat in the great council of the
States, or in legiflation, or adminiftering juftice ;
or, who had led in the field, in his country’s
caufe : Thefe had been led forth the firft, in
kaughty triumph, amidft ten thoufand infulting
. feoffs,

\
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fcoffs, as the vi®ims of infatiable vengednce.
Nor only thefe ; but all who had dared to follow
theif councils, and abett the caufe for which
they contended ; nor a fingle chara&er worth
notice left remaining, that dared to breathe the
language of freedom. And" the paths of life
had now been thin of the many virtuous citizens
convened to day, throughout thefe States, to
give thanks on this happy occafion. America
had been enriched indeed ; and her foil, made
fat with the blood of her children. Made fat,
not for the rightful owners ; but to pamper the
Jufts of tyrannical landlords, fharing the country
among themfelves : The furviving former pof-
- deffors, only vaflals at pleafure, and flaves to
their lordly mafters. This, my friends, is not
a flight of fancy ; or apprehenfive imagination
run wild : It is founded in juft obfervation ;
and what bitter experience would have raught,
‘but taught too lare, had our enemy prevailed.
‘But blefled be God, with Ifracl of old we may
take up our fong ; * blefled be the Lord who
“ gave us not as a prey to their teeth. = Blefled
*“ be the Lord, the fnare is broken, and we are
“ efcaped.” We cried unto him in the day of
our diftrefs. He heard our intreaties ; and hath
brought us forth into a large place ; and efta=
- ‘blithed our rights ; and opened before us a
glorious profpe@. May wifdom be given, to
efteem and improve the invaluable bleffing.
Here has our God ereéted a banner of ci;"rl
an
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and religious liberty : (‘@) And prepared an
afylum tor the poor and opprefled from every
part of the earth. Here, if wifdom guide our
affairs, fhall a happy equality reign ; and joyous
freedom blefs the inhabitants wide and far, from
age to age. Here, far removed from the noife
and tumult of contending kingdoms and em-
pires ; far from the wars of Europe and Afia,
and the barbarous African coaft ; here fhall the
hufbandman enjoy the fruits of his labour ; the
merchant trade, fecure of his gain ; the me-
chanic indulge his inventive genius ; and the
fons of fcience purfue their delightful employ-
ment, till the light of knoyledge pervade yonder,

yet uncultivated, weftern wilds; and form the

favage inhabitants into men. Here alfo, fhall
our JEsus go forch conquering and to conquer ;
and the heathen be given him for an inheri-
tance ; and thefe uttermoft parts of the earth,
a pofleflion. Zion fhall here lengthen her cords,
and flrengthen her ftakes ; and the mountain of
the houfe of the Lord be glorioufly exalted on
high. Here fhall the religion of Jefus ; not that,
falfely fo called, which confifts in empty modes
and forms; and fpends it’s unhallowed zeal in

party names and diftinétions, and traducing and

C reviling

{ 2) Religious liberty, is a foundation principle in the conflitutions
of the refpedive States, diftinguithing America from every pation,
+in Europe ; and refting religion on its proper bafis ; as fupported
by it’s own evidence, and the almighty care of it’s divineauthor 3
without the aid of the feeble, angry arm of civil power; which
ferves only to difgrace the name and religion of Jefus, by vio~
lating the rights of confcience. :



€ %

reviling eath other ; but the pure and undefiled
religion'of our blefled Redeemer : here fhall it -
reign in triumph, over all oppofition. Vice and’
immorality fhall yet here, become athamed and
banifhed ; and love to God, and benevolence to
man, rule the hearts and regulate the lives of
men. Juftice'and truth fhall here yet meet toge-
therg and righteoufnefs and peace embrace each
other : And the wildernefs bloflom as the rofe,
and the defart rejoice and fing. And here fhail
the various ancient promifes of rich and glorious
grace begin their compleat divine fulfilment;
and the light of divine revelation diffufe it’s bene-
ficent rays, till the gofpel of Jefus have accom-
lithed it’s day, from eaft to weft, around our
world. A day, whofe evening fhall not termi-
nate in night ; but introduce that joyful period,
when the outcafts of Ifrael, and the difperfed of
Judah, fhal! be reftored ; and with them, the
fulnefs of the Gentile world fhall flow to the
ftandard of redeeming love : And the nations of
the earth, become the kingdom of our Lord and
Saviour. Under whofe aufpicious reign holinefs
- fhall univerfally prevail ; and the noife and alarm
of war be heard no more. Nor fhall there be
any thing to hurt or deftroy, or interrupt the
tranquility of men, through all the wide domi-
nions of this glorious prince.of peace. How plea-
fing the fcene ! How tranfporting the profpeét !
And how thrice happy they, whom God has
honored, as inftruments in the great work how
brought to pafs, fubfervient to thefe important
events !
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events | May the bleflings of heaven furround
them ; and the honor, and efteem of a grateful
country attend them through life. May the
names and memories of thofe, oh my country !
who have planned your meafures, and guided
your . councils through a wildernefs of innu=
merable difficulties, and brought your affairs,
by the blefling of God, to a happy conclufion,
may they ever be had in kind remembrance.
Errors and miftakes may have been: But it ig
««matter of wonder and praife, that whilft tread-

- ing an unknown, a difficult and dangerous path,
their miftakes and errors have been fo ftew.
Surely the hand of God was in it, to guide and
guard their way. And let THE ILLUSTRIOUS

W AsHINGTON, the Jothua of the day, and ad-
miration of the age ; who, infpired from above
with every military endowment, to command

" the American arms ; and great in the field be-
yond example, retires flill greater, to the humble

: ‘charaéer of a private citizen, among the citizens
' of the States ; let him live perpetual in the minds
_and the praifes of. all. ~Aid here, ye his highly
honored fellow citizens, aid feeble fame with
her hundred wings and tongues, to proclaim his
‘worth : And let time, on his full and ever roll-
“ing fiream, convey down through every age, the
“unfullied remembrance of the patriot, the hero
and citizen combined, and deliver his name and
. his praife to the unbounded ocean of immortal
: efteem. And from the commandcr in chief

dowa to the faithful centinel, let the officer and
: foldier
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foldier who have bravely offered their lives ; and

' nobly dared death and danger in the bloody

field, on the horrid edge of the ranks of war,
be remembred with kingncfs. Let their fervices
of hardfhip, toil and danger be never forgot :
But may they ever experience a kind attention
from their fellow-citizens ; and a faithful reward
from their country, whofe rights they have fo
firmly defended. Let their military garb and
charater ever command efteem. Let their
wounds and their fcars plead their caufe and ex-
tenuate their foibles ; and the refidue of their
exhaufted days be crowned with honor and eafe.
With thefe let alfo be joined in never dying
remembrance, a WARREN, a MONTGOMERY,
a BippLE embraced by the briney waves, a
MacrHERsON and a LAURENS, in the bloom
nfyouth fallen in the bloody field, in their coun-
try’s caufe ; with the countlefs train of MaRr-
TYRs for American freedom, who, from the
ocean and the land, from prifon-fhips and jails,
have fealed with their lives, their attachment to
her caufe. Thefe—thefe—number them not of
the dead. They are enrolled in the lift of glory
and fame; and fhall live immortal, beyend the
power of death and the grave. Bind their brows,
oh ye American daughters, hafte ye, hafte ye,
bind their brows with never-fading laurel, and
glittering crimfon wreaths ; and let the evening
fong and noon-day recital perpetuate their deeds
and their fame; while the filent tear ftealing
from the eye, fhall teftify how dear theis memory

and
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and how high their cfteem. And whilt the curfe
of Mecroz remains on lafting record, for thofe
who witheld their aid, let the bleflings of all reft
on every friend of liberty, who willingly offered
himfelf, when his country’s neceflity called him
to the field: And on ail who have cheerfully
borne and fuffered in it's caufe. Nor let our great
and generous ally, who afforded an early and
vigorous aid, be forgot. But let every American
lip pronounce a “ Vive LE Ro1,” and every
heart confpire, ¢ long may his moft Chriftian

* Majefty, LEwis THE SIXTEENTH,” long may

he live, a blefling, and blefled, on earth ; and
late refign an earthly crown, to fhine in brighter
glory, and wear a crown immortal, among the-
bleffed above. And may his fubjeéts ever be em-

‘braced as brethren and deareft friends who have
- fought our battles, and bled in our caufe ; and

partiality here held worthy of praife. Nor may
a due efteem ever be wanting to the United Ne-

therland States, whofe heart and endeavours were

with us ; or to the court of Spain for affiftance

‘afforded ; but be generouflypaid to all who have

aided to fecure our rights. ~ And whilft, with a
grateful fenfe of their fervices done, we pay de-
ferved honours to thofe whom God has honored,

~ to bear a part in the great work performed ; let
“every heart adore the God of goodnefs in all :

. And every lip, and cvery life, proclaim his praife.
‘Tis he, the fovereign difpofer of all events, hath

- wreught for us : and brought the whole to pafs.

It was he, wha led his Ifrae] of old, by the pil:;r
and |
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and the cloud, through their wildernefs jour-
ney ; wherein they alfo had their wandrings ;
‘twas he the fame, prefided over our, affairs ;
directed our councils, and guided our fenators
by the way. ’Twas he, who raifed a Jofhua to
lead the tribes of Ifrael in the field of battle,
raifed and formed 2 WasH1NG ToN, to lcad on
the troops of his chofen States, to final conquetft,
and endued him with all his military paticnce,
perfeverance, prowefs and fkill ; and admirably
preferved his life and his health, through all the
danger and toil. ’Iwas he, who in Barak’s day
‘fpread the fpirit of war in every breaft, to fhake
off the Canaanitith yoke, infpired thine inha-
bitants, oh America, with an ardent glow
through every rank, to aflert the caufe of
freedom : And led forth she hufbandman and
mechanic ; with thofe of every clafs, to offer
themfelves undaunted in the daring conflict.
It was he hid fear from their cyes, of cither
the fuperior number or fkill, of the poweriul
foe they rofe to withftand. And from him
came down that firmnefs and fortitude, that
raifed American ‘officers and foldicrs, beyond all
former example, through hunger, nukeduefs and
cold, to fight the battles of their country ; and
never forfake it’s ftandard. It was he brearhed
from above, and fired their bofors, in the hour
of a&ion, to crop .the laurels of triumph ; or,
having dearly fold their precious lives, to em-
brace death, in all his glory, on the bloody
field. And he only infpircd our gencrous

: fecamen
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feamen with invincible firmnefs, to-endure the
* horrors of prifon-fhips and jails ; and expire by
famine and Britifh barbarity, rather: than re-
nounce the virtuous caufe in- which they em-
barked:. It was he, who raifed up Cyrus, to
break the Aflyiian force, and fay, *“ let Ifrael be
¢ free,” endued the monarch of France with an
angel’s mind, to affert and fecure the freedom of
his United American States. And, by him were
the hearts - of other nations difpofed to our aid.
“And he, and he alone, who faith to the proud
~ waves of the fea,  Hitherto fhall ye come, but
“ no farther,”’ reftrained the councils and arms
of Britain from improving again{t us many op-
portunities and advantages, which evidently lay
within the line' of their power. Who can re-
colle& the critical night ot retreat from Long-
Mland ; the fcene of retiring from New-York ;
the day of Brandywine ; or the endangered
fitvation of the arms of America, on Trenton’s
ever memorable night ; and not be conftrained
tofay, ““ if it had not been the Lord, whowas on
% our fide, if it had not been theLord, who was
¢ on our fide, our enemy had fwallowed us vp:
“ The waters had overwhelmed us: The proud
& fiream had {wept us away.” But blefled be
his name, our help was found in him, whe
made the heavens and the earth. It was God,
who blafted the fecret defigns of enemies and
traitors againft us. = And, by an admirable inter-
pofition, brought forth into light, the dark and
deep-ftained villainy. of an ArRNoL D, curfedand
detefted
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detefted of God and men.* And converted
our repeated misfortunes and even miftakes, into
fingular mercies, and peculiar advantage, that,
not more manifeft was his voice on Sinai ; or
his hand, in the affairs of his Ifrael of old ;
than we have feen the wifdom, the power, and
the goodnefls of our God, difplayed through
the whole of our arduous conteft, from it’searliet
period down : And may, with emphatical pro-
pricty, fay, it is he THE ALMI1GHTY Gobp, has
accomplifhed the whole, in every part; and
by his kind' care, and omnipotent arm, has
wrought out our deliverance ; caft forth our
enemy ; beftowed upon us a wide extended,
fruitful country ; and blefled us with a fafe and
honorable peace. And has brought the whole
to pafs, in fo fhort a fpace of time ; and with fo
few difficultics attending, in comparifon of what
we had reafon to expeét, that  the eftablithment
of thefe United States, in the peaceful pofleffion
of their rights and privileges, ftands an inftance
of divine favour, unexampled in the records of
time. Who does not remember the general
language, when the war commenced ? cheer-
fully to pay one half of our property, to fecure
our rights. Bur, far from even the half of this
has been required. Individuals, ’tis true, and
thofe amongft the moft virtuous of the commu-
nity, have fuffered—have forcly fuffered, by
fpeculative mifcreants, and a depreciating cur-
rency : And their confidence in the public {laith
as

* Deut. xxvii. 25,
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has proved the temporal ruin of many ; and
widows and helplefs orphans been made a prey.

Many of whofe fufferings might yet ftill be

- greatly alleviated, by a duc attention ; and a

facred regard to jultice, and good confeience -
direéting affairs : Which muft alfo, fooner or

later, take place ; or the righteous God, who

hates injuflice, oppreflion and fraud, be highly

difpleafed ; and his judgments be yet poured

out on our land : As he affliéted 1frael of old,

for unredrefled injurics to the Gibeonites among

them. And his juftice, and his power are fill

the fame.  But, the price of our peace, taken on

a national fcale ; compared with the advantages .
gained, and the number, by whom to be paid,

fcarce deferves a name. That, in whatever point

of light we view this great event, we are. con-

ftrained to fay, “ it is the doing of the Lord ;

* and marvellous in our eyes.” "And to him be

rendered the thanks, and the praife---not unto us ;

~--nof unto us ;---but to 1hy mame, O Lord, be

the glory.  For thine is the power, and the

victtory, and the greatnefs. Both fuccefs and

fafety come of thee. And thou reigneft over

all : And haft wrought all our works, in us, and

for us. PRAISE, THERE}ORE, THY Gop,

O AMERICA,--PRAISE THE LorD, YE, His

HIGHLY FAVOURED UNITED STATES-ae-
Nor let it reft in the fleeting language of the lip;

or the formal thankfgiving of a day. But, let.
every heart glow with gratitude : And cvery life,
: ‘ D

by



by a devout regard to his holy law, proclaim his
praife. Itisthis, our God requires, as that where-
in our perfonal, and national good, and the glory .
of his great name confit. And without which,
all our profeflions will be but an empty name.
It is, shat we love the Lord our God, to walk in.
his ways, and keep his commandments, to ob-
ferve his ftatutes’ and his judgments. That a
facred regard be maintained to righteoufnefs and
truth. That we do juftice, love mercy, and walk
humbly with our God. ¢£a) Then fhall God
delight to dwell amongft us. And thefe United
States fhall long remain, a great, a glorious, and
an happy people. Which may God, of his infi-
nite mercy, grant. Amen., ~ '

a ) Deuteronomy 30. 16. Amos 24. Micah 6. 8.
¥3 5
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