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THE LESSONS OF BER LIN

It is an inspiration to be again in Berlin--my fourth visit since
the end of World War II.

I was here a few months after the close of hostilities. I then saw
Berlin as a mass of rubble. It seemed that the city was beyond the
possibility of reconstruction. I felt at the time that the plight of
Berlin presented a challenge which was beyond human response.
But that almost unbelievable challenge was in fact met through a
display of human energy and human faith which has few parallels
in history.

Then, in 1948, I rode the airlift to Berlin. The Soviet Union was at
that time imposing an economic blockade which it seemed would
force the city to succumb. But the courage and resourcefulness of
the people of Berlin, and of the free nations which mounted and
sustained the airlift, demonstrated that freedom had a resource
fulness and resilience which the despots had grossly underesti
mated. Berlin was not isolated. The attempted blockade was
abandoned, and Berlin continued proudly to demonstrate within the
captive world the good fruits of freedom.

I was next here in January 1954 to attend the four-power confer
ence which it was hoped would bring about the reunification of
Germany in freedom and the liberation of Austria. We were spurred
in our effort by the tragic events of the preceding June and July,
when the workers in East Berlin and the Soviet-occupied zone
rose in a rebellion usually known as “June 17." This spontaneous,
courageous, and brutally repressed demand by the workers for
decent conditions made it the more urgent that the alien occupa
tion should be ended and the liberation of Germany accomplished.

The Western representatives struggled valiantly, but in vain. The
conference failed to achieve its specific goals. But the conference
itself was not a vain thing. All the world judged the issues, and I
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said on my return home from that conference, the conference
“cleared the way for other things....The unification and the strength
ening of West Europe may now go on." It did, in fact, go on.
Sovereignty was restored to the Federal Republic of Germany; it . Jjº
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became a full member of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization
and a party to the Treaty for Western European Unity. And today
the Federal Republic not only helps to build the institutions which,
militarily and economically, will unify Western Europe, but, under
its great Chancellor Adenauer, it plays a major role in the coun
cils of the free world.

Today I am in Berlin for the fourth postwar visit and marvel at
the accomplishments of your people, who, in the face of unprece
dented handicaps, make Berlin a center of cultural and intellectual
life and of industry.

On behalf of the President and people of the United States, I say
“all honor” to the people of Free Berlin. It has been for us a
privilege and an inspiration to be associated with you.

On the basis of my experience, Berlin ought to be required visit
ing, or, if that is impossible, the story of postwar Berlin ought to
be required reading, by all who would understand the significance
of the worldwide struggle which now preoccupies so much of the
human race.

Berlin, a Tragic Symbol

A first lesson of Berlin is taught by your environment. You live
here encircled by a surrounding ring of Communist rule. Your
position in this respect is itself a tragic symbol of disregard for
the pledged word. The Potsdam agreements of 1945 made .perféctly clear that the purpose of the military occupation was no
to dismember Germany or permanently to divide it. And indeed
until recently the Soviet Union admitted that it shared a respon
sibility to bring about the reunification of Germany. At the Geneva
summit meeting of July 1955 President Eisenhower, together with
the Prime Ministers of France and the United Kingdom, obtained
formal recognition by the heads of the Soviet Government, includ
ing Mr. Khrushchev, that the four powers had “common responsi
bility for the settlement of the German question and the re-unifica
tion of Germany,” and they agreed that “the settlement of the
German question and the re-unification of Germany by means of
free elections” should be carried out. Those engagements, it now
seems, are evaded by the Soviet Union.

This illustrates the great difficulty of dealing with the Soviet
Union.

Most governments believe that a moral sanction attaches to their
engagements. They do not undertake solemn and precise interna
tional undertakings except with the intention of carrying them out.
Their record of performances is not always perfect. But at least
they do not look upon the making and their breaking of agreements
as a legitimate technique for advancing their interests.
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In the case of the Soviet Union it is otherwise. Its rulers are
atheistic materialists. So far as they are concerned, their agree
ments carry no moral sanction. It often seems as though they
treat the making and breaking of agreements as a legitimate inter
national technique and that their promises are, as Lenin said,
“like pie crusts, made to be broken.”

That is why we find it so difficult to make progress in resolving
political problems and in achieving limitation of armament. The
attitude of the Soviet Union toward its agreements constitutes a
grave obstacle.

You yourselves here in Berlin, you who are a living exhibit of
Soviet violations of international agreements, surely understand.
And your plight ought to teach the world that it is reckless to make
concessions in reliance on Soviet promises merely because those
promises are alluring.

Also you here see about you the tragic results of the application of
the Communist thesis that individuals are not spiritual beings but
merely physical particles to be used to promote the glorification of
the Soviet Communist state and the extension of its dorminion
throughout the world. The steady flow of refugees from East
Germany which continues at the high level of about 20,000 per
month is an indisputable demonstration of which of our societies
provides the most in the way of human opportunity, both in terms
of economic livelihood and in terms of spiritual and cultural satis
faction. This steady flight from the East to West is the more
significant because those who seek the West are in large part
young people who throughout most of their mature lives have been
subjected to the intense application of Communist doctrine and
practice.

The Lesson of Faith

A second lesson that Berlin teaches is the immense capacity of
human beings who are endowed with faith.

To me one of the most inspiring portions of the Holy Scripture is
found in the letter of Paul to the Hebrews, where he recounts the
great acts of faith which had marked the history of the Hebrew
people. He concludes, “Seeing we also are compassed about with
So great a cloud of witnesses, . . . let us run with steadfastness the
race that is set before us.”

Surely the people of Berlin are writing a new and epic chapter in
the history of steadfast faith and works. And even since these lines
were written, you face a new obstacle in the arbitrary action of the
Communist authorities in imposing what in effect is a confiscatory
tax on waterway traffic between East and West Germany. But in
the face of such discouragements and obstacles the like of which
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few have ever had to encounter, you have rebuilt your city from
its rubble. You have established here your Free University. You
have reconstructed the Hall of the Technical University within the
shattered ruins of its former imposing structure. You have rebuilt
the Hansa Viertel as one of the most impressive urban develop
ments in Europe. You have rebuilt your churches. And there has
been a revival of drama, music, and of religious and intellectual
life which demonstrates that the physical shackles to which you
were subjected could be broken, and were broken, by faith in your
great destiny and by hope and expectation of a richer and freer
life to come.

No one can see the West Berlin of today without recognizing the
extraordinary courage and inspiration that is making Berlin one
of the great cities of Europe.

Let me say to you that I believe that your faith and hope in the
future are not misplaced and will be rewarded.

I recall the somber meeting here in 1954 when the Soviet delega
tion adamantly opposed both the liberation of Austria and the
reunification of Germany.

But in 1955 the Soviet Union suddenly decided to liberate Austria.
That decision came as a surprise and in reversal of the uncom
promising position which the Soviet Government had held for
nearly a decade. |

It shows that we need not despair for Germany and for Berlin.
The day will come when, probably unexpectedly and without pre
dictability, the Geneva pledge of 1955 will be fulfilled and Germany
will be reunified in freedom.

Cooperative Action of the Free

A third lesson of Berlin is that there is a vast potential in the
spiritual unity and practical cooperation of those everywhere who
love freedom. Free Berlin and free Germany would never have
achieved their present advances without the faith and works of
their own people. But equally indispensable was the support of
other free peoples. -

Americans are proud of the part they have been privileged to play
in this connection. The first clearing of the city and the reestab
lishment of the basic facilities--light, heat, power, sewers, and
transport-- were all carried out with German labor and planning,
and with financial contributions from the United States.

The airlift which surmounted the Soviet blockade was conducted
by the Western powers.
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Following the end of the blockade there has been a well-planned
development in the way of construction, both industrial and cul
tural, in all of which the United States has been glad to help.
Here in Berlin cooperation has become real in stone and mortar,
in halls of learning, in places of work and conference, in labor
and in recreation.

Perhaps most important of all is the shield of power behind which
these tasks of peace are carried forward.

I recall here the declaration which the Foreign Ministers of the
United Kingdom and France and I made on October 3, 1954. We
said:

The security and welfare of Berlin and the maintenance
of the position of the Three Powers there are regarded by
the Three Powers as essential elements of the peace of
the free world in the present international situation.
Accordingly they will maintain armed forces within the
territory of Berlin as long as their responsibilities re
quire it. They the refore reaffirm that they will treat any
attack against Berlin from any quarter as an attack upon
their forces and themselves."

I went over that declaration with President Eisenhower an hour
before I left. We read it together. He authorized me to say that it
stands and can be reaffirmed as a declaration of the solemn
determination of the United States.

I know that the people of Berlin realize how significant for them
has been the military deterrent which has provided the shield
behind which their works of peace have gone forward. I hope that
you and others will realize that the peace and security of all of the
free world equally depend upon such a shield.

The Soviet Government is attempting by every device of propa
ganda to compel the abandonment of that shield. It claims that those
who create that shield are proved by that fact to be evil mili
tarists. It claims that those who draw together to get protection
from that shield are “aggressive groupings.” It claims that those
who seek only defense should prove it by renouncing all but in
ferior weapons, leaving modern weapons to be a monopoly of those
who have a tragically long record of expansion by the use of
violence.

It claims that certain of our aerial defense precautions are
dangerous and frightening. But when we try to make it possible to
revise them on the basis of reciprocal international inspection
that will give a large measure of assurance against surprise at
tack, the Soviets say “nyet." They did so again at the United Nations
Security Council last week.
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The Soviet Union professes not to want to use nuclear weapons
but insists upon continuing at a feverish pace to multiply such
weapons in its own arsenals. It calls the free world to rely upon
Soviet promises not to use its nuclear weapons in the event of
war despite the long record of broken promises to which I have
alluded.

This Communist propaganda line is designed to produce a world
dominated by the military power of the Sino-Soviet bloc. Freedom
would have no adequate defense. There is a duty to look behind
words that sound alluring and to see and reject the underlying plot
against freedom.

I hope that the lessons of Berlin--the less on taught by its sur
roundings, the lesson taught by its faith, and the lesson taught by
the cooperative action of the free--will be applied to the larger
context of world affairs.

All peoples in all the world, including the peoples of the Soviet
Union, look with horror at the prospect of a new war. All would
take any dependable steps to reduce that prospect and, above all,
to eliminate the new weapons which threaten humanity with virtual
extinction. But Berlin teaches that there cannot be confidence in
mere Soviet Communist promises, that there cannot be safety in
weakness. It also teaches that man is a spiritual being able, by
faith, to perform miracles and that men of faith are not prepared
to succumb to a rule that is atheistic and militaristic merely in
the hope of thus insuring continued existence. |

All men who are free--and all who having lost freedom would
regain it-- can pay homage to Berlin and learn and apply the les
sons that it teaches.

This address may be quoted or reproduced without permission.
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