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TO 

P AREN'fS AND TEACHERS. 

You have an awfully responsible 
office in being entrusted with the 
training of immortal spirits for the 
service of God on earth and for 
glory in heaven. The temporal wel
fare and the eternal salvation not 
only of your own children, but of 
future generations, may depend upon 
your faithfulness in the discharge of 
this duty. The prosperity, and even 
the continuance, of the church of God 
on earth are connected with the re
ligious education of the rising gen
eration. To aid yon in this all-im
portant task the following little work 
has been written, and is humbly of~ 

/ 
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fered to. your acceptance. Brevity 
and conCIseness have been studied in 
the composition of it as far as the 
nature of the subjects treated of 
would allow. But much of the 
benefit to be derived from this work 
will depend on the judgment and 
care exercised in the use of it. 
Without these requisit€s even the 
words of inspiration may be per
verted to convey defective or erro
neous views of truth; and with 
them even an imperfect work like 
the present may be made a "light to 
the feet and a lamp to the path" of 
your interesting charge. Be admon
ished then to enter 011 this" work of 
faith and labor of love" "with dil· 
igence, preparation and prayer." En
deavor to impress the minds of the 
dear children with the importance of 
understanding what they learn. . Be 
not satisfied with the verbal accu.-
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racy of their answers. Encourage 
them to ask and be ready to answer 
questions for information, while you 
gently check a spirit of idle curios
ity. Endeavor to make what most; 
children consider an irksome task a 

'pleasing and profitable study. Be 
not discouraged nor chafed in your 
minds if you find that "line upon 

. line and precept upon precept" are 
required to overcome the dullness or 
heedlessnes? of your youthful dis
ciples. Remember the words of the 
divine Teacher, who, when inviting 
sinners to become his disciples, said, 
"Learn of me, for I am meek and 
lowly in heart." And emulate the 
spirit of the pious mother who, 
when asked by a witness of her pa
tience and successful perseverance in 
the instruction of one of her chil
dren, "How could you repeat that 
Bentence to the child twenty times?" 
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answered, "If I had repeated it only 
nineteen times I should have lost my 
labor." 

Acting thus in the spirit of faith 
and prayer, you shall in due time 
reap the fruit of your labors, and 
when your heads are laid low in 
the dust your children snall rise up 
and call you BLESSED. 

J. P. E. 

CATECHISM. 

Q. 1. Who made you t 
A. GOD. 

Q. 2. What ~lse did God make' 
A. God made all things. 
Q. 3. Why did God make you and 

aU things? 
A. For his own glory. 
Q. 4. How can you glorify God? 
A. By loving him and doing what 

he commands. 
Q. 5. Why ought you to glorify 

God? 
A. Because he made me and take,; 

care of me. 
Q. 6. Are there more gods than 

one? 
A. Ther"l is only one God. 

'l 
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Q.7. In how many persons does 
this one God exist f 

A. In three persons. 

Q. 8. What are they ~ 
A. The Father, ~he Son and the 

Holy Ghost. . 

Q. 9. Tf'hat is God f 
A. God is a Spirit, and has not a 

body like men. 

Q.10. Where is God! 
A. God is everywhere. 

Q. 11. Can you see God! 
A. No; I cannot see God, but he 

always sees me. 

Q. 12. Does God know all things! 
A. Yes; nothing .can be hid from 

God. 

Q. 13. Can God do all things! 
A. Yes; God mn do all his holy 

will. 
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Q. 14. Where do you learn how tc 
love and obey God f 

A. In the Bible alone. 
Q. 15. Who wrote the Bible? 
A. Holy men who were taught 

by the Holy Ghost. 
Q. 16. Who were our first pa

rents? 
A. Adam and Eve. 
Q. 17. OJ what were our first 

parents made? 
A. God made the body of Adam 

out of the ground, and formed Eve 
from the body of Adam. 

Q.18. What did God give Adam 
and Eve besides bodies f 

A. He gave them souls that could 
never die. 

Q. 19. Have you a soul as well as 
a body f 

A. Yes; I have a soul that can 
never die. 
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Q. 20. How do you know thai 
'!Iou have a soul! 

A. Because I can think about 
God and the world to come. 

Q. 21. In what condit-ion did God 
make Adam and Eve f 

A. He made them holy and happy. 
Q. 22. What is a covenant! 
A. An agreement between two or 

more persons. 
Q. 23. What covenant did God 

malce with Adam '! 
A. The covenant of works. 
Q.24. What was Adam bound to 

do by the covenant of works! 
A. To obey God perfectly. 
Q. 25. Jl1hat did God pl'omise in 

the covenant of works! 
A. To reward Adam with life if 

he obeyed him. 
Q. 26. What did God threaten in 

the covenant of works! 
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A. To punish Adam with. death 
if he disobeyed. 

Q. 27. Did Adam keep the cove-
'YI,(J;at of works r 

A. No; he sinned against God. 
Q. 28. What is sin '! 
A. Sin is any want of conformity 

unto, or transgression of, the law of 
God. 

Q. 29. What is meant by want of 
conformity? 

A. Not being or domg what God 
requires. 

Q. 30. What is meant by trans
gression ? 

A. Doing what God forbids. 

Q. 31. What was the sin of 01tT 

first parents r 
A. Eating the forbidden fruit. 

Q. 32. Who tempted them to this 
tin! 
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A. The devil tempted Eve and 
she gave the fruit to Adam. ' 

Q. 33. What befell our first 'Pa~ 
rents when they had sinned! 

A. Instead of being holy and 
happy, they became sinful and mis
erable. 

Q.34. Did Adam act for him-
8e!! alone in the covenant of works? 

A. No; he represented all his 
posterity. 

Q. 35. What effect had the sin of 
Adam on all mankind '! 

A. All mankind are born in a 
state of sin and misery. 

Q. 36. What is that sinful na
ture which we inherit from Ada71' 
called? 

A. Original sin. 
Q. 37. What does every sin de 

8erve? 
A. The wrath aud curse of God. 
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Q. 38. Can anyone go to heaven 
with this sinful nature '! 

A. No, our hearts must be changed 
before we can be fit for heaven. 

Q. 39. What is a change of hearl 
called '! 

A. Regeneration. 
Q. 40. Who can change a sinner's 

heart'! 
A. The Holy Spirit alone. 
Q. 41. Can anyone be saved 

through the covenant of works '! 
A. None can be saved through 

the covenant of works. 
Q. 42. Why can none be saved 

through the covenant of works '! 
A. Because all have broken it, 

and are condemned by it. 

Q. 43. With whom did God the 
Father make the covenant oj grace '! 

A. With Christ, his ete-rnal Son. 
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Q. 44. Whom did Christ repre
sent in the covenant of grace! 

A. His elect pp.ople. 
Q. 45. What did Christ u'l'tder-

take in the covenant of grace! 
A. To keep the whole law for hi" 

people, and to suffer the punishment 
due to their sins. 

Q.46. Did our Lord Jesus Christ 
ever commit the least sin! 

A. No; he was holy, harmless 
and undefiled. 

Q. 47. How could the Son of God 
suffer ."1 

A. Christ, the Son of God be
came ~an that he might obey and 
suffer III our nature. 

Q. 48. What is meant by the Atone-
ment? 
. A. Chr~st's sati.sfying divine jus

tIce, by his sufferIngs and death in 
the place of sinners. ' 
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Q.49. What did God the Father 
unde:rtake in the covenant of grace! 

A. To justify and sanctify those 
for whom Christ should die. 

Q. 50. What is justification? 
A. It is God's forgiving sinners, 

and treating them as if they had 
never sinned. 

Q. 51. What is sanctification? 
A. It is God's making sinners 

holy in heart and conduct. 
Q. 52. For whom did Christ obey 

and suffer? 
A. For those whom the Father 

had given him. 
Q. 53. What kind of life did 

Ohl'ist live on earth? 
A. A life of poverty and suffering. 

Q. 54. What kind of death did 
Chl·ist die? 

A. The painful and shameful 
death of the crOll.'!. 
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Q. 55. Who will be saved '! 
A . Only those who repent of 

'<lin, believe in Christ and lead holy 
lives. 

Q. 56. lVhat is it to repent '! 
A. To be sorry for sin, and to 

hate and forsake it bel,ause it IS 

displeasing to God. 

Q. 57. What is it to believe or 
fl.ave Jaith in Christ? 

A. To trust in Christ alone for 
salvation. 

Q. 58. Can you repent and believe 
in Ghrist by your own power '! 

A. No; I can do nothing good 
without the help of God's Holy 
Spirit. 

Q. 59. How can you get the herp 
oj the Holy Spirit? 

A.. God has told us that we mbit5 
pray to him for the R)ly Spirit. 

.. ' 

I 

1 

J 

1 
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Q. 60. How long ago is it stnce 
Ghrist died? 

A. More than eighteen hundred 
years. 

Q. 61. How were pious persons 
ooved belore the coming oj Christ if 

A. By believing in a Saviour to 
come. 

Q. 62. How did they show their 
faith? 

A. By offering sacrifices on God's 
altar. 

Q. 63. What did these sacrifices 
represent? 

A. Christ, the Lamb of God, who 
was to die for sinners. 

Q. 64. What offices has Christ? 
A. Christ has three offices. 
Q. 65. What are they? 
A. The offices of a prophet, of a 

{)riest, and of a king. 
Q. 66. How is Christ a prophet? 

2 
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A. Because he teaches us the will 
of God. 

Q. 67. How is Christ a priest'! 
A. Because he died for our sins 

and pleads with God for us. 

Q. 68. How is Christ a king '! 
A. Because he rules over us and 

defends us. 

Q. 69. Why do you need Christ as 
a prophet'! 

A. Because I am ignorant. 

Q. 70. Why do you need Christ as 
a priest? 

A. Because I am guilty. 

Q. 71. Why do you need Christ as 
a king 1 

A. Because I am weak and help
less. 

Q. 72. How many commandments 
did God git'e on Mount Sinai '! 

A. Ten commandments. 
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Q. 73. What are the ten eom
mandments sometimes called '! 

A. The Decalogue. 
Q. 74. What do the first four 

commandments teach? 
A. Our duty to God. 
Q. 75. What do the last six com

mandments teach 1 
A. Our duty to our fellow-men. 
Q. 76. What is the sum of the ten 

commandments 1 
A. To love God with all my 

heart, and my neighbor as myself. 
Q. 77. Who is your neighbor 1 
A. All my fellow-men are my 

neighbors. 
Q. 78. Is God pleased with tho81:J 

who love and obey him? 
A. Yes; he says, "I love them 

that love me." 
Q. 79. Is God displeased with 

those who do not love and obey him '! 



20 CATECHISM FOR 

A. Yes; "God is angry with the 
wicked every day." 

Q. 80. What is the first command. 
ment '! 

A. The first commandment is; 
Thou shalt have no other gods 
before me. 

Q. 81. What does the first com. 
mandment teach us.re 

A. To worship God alone. 

Q. 82. What is the second com
mandment '! 

A. The second commandment is; 
Thou shalt not make unto thee any 
graven image, or any likeness of 
any thing that is in heaven above, 
()r that is in the earth beneath, or 
t.hat is in the water under the earth. 
Thou shalt not bow down thyself 
to them, nor serve them; for 'r the 
Lord thy God am a jealous God, 
visiting the iniquity of the fathers 
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upon the children, unto the th~rd 
and fourth generation of them that 
hate me; and showing mercy unto 
thousands of them that love me and 
keep my commandments. 

Q. 83. What does the second com
mandment teach us '! 

A. To worship God in a proper 
manner, and to avoid idolatry. 

Q. 84. What is the third com
mcmdment '! 

A. The third commandment is, 
Thou shalt not take the name of the 
Lord thy God in vain; for the Lord 
will not hold him guiltless that ta
keth his name in vain. 

Q. 85. What docs the third com" 
mandment teach us '! 

A. To reverence God's name, 
word, and works. 

Q. 86. What is the fourth com
mandment? 
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A. The fourth commandment is 
Remember the Sabbath day to keep 
it holy. Six days shalt thou labor 
and do all thy wOTk; but the sev
enth day is the Sabbath of the Lord 
thy God: in it thou shalt not do any 
work, thou, nor thy son, nor thy 
da~ghter, thy man-eervant, nor thy 
maJd-s€rvant,. nor thy cattle, nor thy 
~tra~ger that IS within thy gates: for 
III SIX days the Lord made heaven 
and earth, the sea and all that in 
them is, and rested'the seventh day: 
wherefore the Lord blessed the Sab
bath day, and hallowed it. 

Q. 87. What does the jourth com
mandment teach us '! 

A. To keep the Sabbath holy? 

Q. 88. What day oj the week is 
the Christian Sabbath '! 

A. The first day of the week 
called the Lord's day. ' 
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Q. 89. Why is it called the Lord's 
day'! 

A. Because on that day Christ 
rose from the dead. 

Q. 90. How should the Sabbath bJ 

8pent '! 
A. In prayer and praise, in hear-

ing and reading God's word, and in 
doing good to our fellow-men. 

Q. 91. What is the fifth command
ment'! 

A. The fifth commandment is, 
Honor thy father and thy mother, 
that thy days may be long upo~ the 
land which the Lord thy God gIVeth 
thee. 

Q. 92. What does the fifth come 
mandment teach us '! 

A. To love ar.d ob@y our parents 
and teachers. 

Q. 93. What is the sixth command-
ment '! 
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A. The sixth commandment IS, 
Thou shalt not kill. 

Q. 94. What does the 8ixth com
mandment teach us? 

A. To avoid angry passions. 
Q. 95. What i8 the 8eventh com

mandment.'! 
A. The seventh commandment is 

Thou shalt not commit adultery. ' 
Q. 96. What doe8 the 8eventh com

mandment teach us? 
A. To be pure in heart, language, 

and conduct. 

Q. 97. What i8 the eighth com-
mandment? . 

A. The eighth commandment is, 
Thou shalt. not steal. 

Q. 98. What does the eighth com
mandment teach U8? 

A. To be honest and industrious. 
Q. 99. TVhat is the ninth com

mandment? 
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A. The ninth commandment is, 
Thou shalt not bear false witness 
aO'ainst thy neighbor. 

to Q. 100. What does the ninth com. 
mandment teach U8? 

A. To tell the truth. 
Q. 101. What i8 the tenth com

Inandment? 
A. The tenth commandment is, 

Thou shalt not covet thy neigh
bor's house thou shalt not covet 

, h' thy neighbor's wife, nor IS man-
servant, nor his maid-servant, ~r 
his ox, nor his ass, nor any thmg 
that is thy neighbor's. 

Q. 102. What does the tenth com~ 
mandment teach us? . 

A. To be content with our lot. 
Q. 103. Cam any man keep thes6 

ten commandments perfectly? 
A. No mere man, since the fall 

of Adam, ever did or can keep the 
ten commandments perfectly. 
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Q. 104. OJ what use are the ten 
commandments to us.f! 

A. They teach us our. duty, and 
show our need of a SaVIOur. 

Q. 105. What is prayer? 
.A. Pray,er is asking God for 

t~ll1gs whICh lIe has promised to 
gIve. 

Q. 106. In whose name should we 
pray? 

A. Only in the name of Christ. 
Q. 107. What has Christ given us 

to teach us how to pray! 
A. The Lord's Prayer. 
108. Repeat the Lord's Prayer. 
OUR FATHER WHICH ART IN 

REA YEN, HALLOWED BE THY NAME 

THY KINGDOM COME. THY WILl: 
BE DONE IN EARTH, AS IT IS TN 
HEAYEN. GIYE US THIS DAY OUR 

DAILY BREAD; AND FORGIYE US 
OUR DEBTS, AS WE FORGIYE OUR 

DEBTORS; AND LEAD US NOT INTO 

YOUNG CHILDREN. 27 

TEMPTATION, BUT DELIYER US FROM 
EVIL. FOR THINE IS THE KING

DOM, AND '.rHE POWER, AND THE 
GLORY, FOR EYER. AMEN. 

Q. 109. How many petitions are 
ihere ict1 the Lord's Prayel' f 

A. Six. 
Q. 110. What is the first petition? 
A. "Hallowed be thy name." 
Q. 111. What do we pray Jor in 

the first petition! 
A. That God's name may be 

honored by us and all men. 
Q. 112. What is the second pe, 

tition f 
A" "Thy kingdom come." 
Q. 113. What do we pray for in 

the second petition f 
A. That the gospel may be preach. 

ed in all the world, and believed and 
obeyed by us and all men. 

Q. 114. What i8 the third petitionf 
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A. "Thy will be done in earth, 
as it is in heaven." 

Q. 115. What do we pray jor in 
the third petition? 

A. That men on earth may serve 
God as the angels do in heaven. 

Q. 116. What is thejourth petition~ 
A. "Give us this day our daily 

bread." 
Q. 117. What do we pray jor in 

the fourth petition? 
A. That God would give us all 

things needful for our bodies and 
sonls. 

Q. 118. "What is the fijth petition? 
A. "And forgive us our debts, as 

we forgive our debtors." 
Q. 119. What do we pray for in 

the fifth petition! 
A. That God would pardon our 

sins for Christ's sake, and enable us 
to forgive those who have injured us. 

Q. 120. What is the sixth petition I 
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A "And lead us not into tempta~ 
tion; but deliver us from evil." 

Q.121. What do we pray jor in 
the sixth petition? 

A. That God would kesp us from 
sm. 

Q. 122. How many sacraments are 
there? 

A. Two. 
Q. 123. JVhat are they? , 
A. Baptism and the Lord s Supper. 
Q. 124. Wlw appointed these sac-

ramerlis? 
A The Lord Jesus Christ. Q: 125. Why did Christ appoint 

these sacran1ents? 
A. To distinguish his disciples 

from the world, and to comfort and 
strengthen them. 

Q. 126. What sign is used in ba~ 
tism? 

A. The washing with water. 
Q.127. What does this signify I 
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A. That we are cleansed from sin 
by the blood of Christ. 

Q. 128. In whose name are we 
baptized? 

A. In the name of the Father, and 
of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. 

Q. 129. Who are to be baptized f 
A. Believers and their children. 
Q. 130. Why should infants be 

baptized? 
A. Because they have a sinful na

ture and need a Saviour. 
Q. 131. Does ()hrist care for little 

children? 
A. Yes; for he says, SUFFER THE 

LITTLE CHILDREN TO COME UNTO ME, 
AND FORBID THEM NOT, FOR OF SUCH 
IS THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN. 

Q. 132. To what does your bap-
tism bind you? 

A . To be a true follower of Christ. 
Q. 133. What is the Lord's Supper! 
A. The eating of bread and drillk~ 
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ing of wine in remembrall~e of the 
sufferings and death of ChrIst. 

Q. 134. What does the bread rep
resent! 

A. The body of Christ, broken for 
our sins. 

Q. 135. What does the wine repre-
8ent? 

A. The blood of Christ, shed for 
our salvation. 

Q. 136. Who should partake of 
the Lord's Supper? 

A. Only those who repent of t?eir 
sins, believe in Christ for salvatIon, 
and love their fellow-men. 

Q. 137. Did Ch1'ist remain in the 
tomb after his crucifixion! 

A . No; he rose from the tomb on 
the third day after his death. 

Q. 138. Where is Christ now! 
A. In heaven, int.erceding for sin

ners. 
Q. 139. Will he come again! 



32 CATECHISM. 

A. Yes; at the last day Christ 
will come to judge the world. 

Q. 140. What becomes oj men aJ 
death '! 

A. The body returns to dust, and 
the soul goes into the world of spirit.,. 

Q. 141. Will the bodies oj the dead 
be raised to life again '! 

A. Yes; "the trumpet shall sound 
and the dead shall be raised." 

Q. 142. lVhat will become oj the 
wicL"ed in the day oj Judgment" 

A. They shall be cast into heU. 
Q. 143. Wltat is hell f 
A. A place of dreadful and end

less torment. 
Q. 144. What will become oj the 

?'ig hteous ! 
A. They shall be taken to heaven. 
Q.145. What is heaven'! 
A. A glorious and happy place, 

where the righteous shall be for ever 
with the LORD. 
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