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A DISCOURSE,

DELIVERED BY

ij the: Rev. IsrarL vas, to 2 Brigade of Continental
Troops, and the Citizens of New-York; in

stGEORGEscﬁAPEL

THEN fong Mojes amid e Chi amf Tfrael this Somy wnta
‘the Lordy and fpake, faying, I will fing wunto the Lord:
for ke bath triumphed gloriowfly | The Lord is my fireng i

and fong, and be is become my falvation. fI‘E:jrrf bt .-Emmf

- O Lord, is become glorious in power, ! Thy right band,

- Lord, EJ.::I.E} dafbed in pieces the enemy ! The enemy [aid, l'
witll parfue, I will ovértake, 1 will divide the fpoily, my

« dut fball be fatisfied upon them @ I will draw my fwerd, my
band fball deftroy them. Who is like unto thee, O Lord,

Camongft the Gods'? Who is like thee g!ﬁﬂﬂ:{: i boline/s,

- fearful in praifes, doing wonders? Thou in thy mercy, baft
led forth the people which thoy' /b m:a‘samd Thon baft,
“guided them in iby firength ﬂ?:.!ﬁf f@‘%ﬂ{}r babitation.

Y Dear Friends: and Pfﬂﬂw-SnldlErs, the words,

& which I have juft repeated, are a part of that ani-
mated fong of divine praife, recorded In the fifteenth
chaprer of the'book of Exodus. They were uttered by
Mofes, at the Red Sea, immediately after the total over-
throw of the King of Lg}rpt, and all his numerous hofts.
. How well thefe paffages of facred fcripture are chofen,
and how jultly adapted to the glorious triumphs of this
day, I leave the good fenie of this affembly 1o dttermmt:.
I hﬂﬂtﬂ to confider what.is more immediately the defign

af
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of our prefent meeting, 1 wifth not, for 2 moment, to
fufpend the generous {allies of your grateful joy. My
intention 1s neither to {pend your time h_r,r farced,. nor. by
unneceflary Comparifons between the greatdeiwcranc: nf
the people of Ifrael from their bondage, and the preferva-
tionof the Inhabitants of Americafrom opprefion. Whar
we ought, on this Occafion, mioft of 4ll to cover, 15, that
we may poflefs alarge portion of that pure ﬂm":l: nf joy
and lively gratifudf, “which mfﬁurcd the breaft of the di-
vine Hebrew. prophet.  With hearts fo. prepared, we -
fhall have the utmoft confidence to hope, that our praifes.
will be neither hrkr: warm nor unaccn:ptaale to our moft
bleffed Benefactor.” Following then, as much as we can,
the fpirit and grattﬂll meaning of the holy-text, we will
celebrate the praifes of the moft High, and with cheerful:
hearts, obey the ‘LFEI:iﬁE of the fupreme p::w.rtr of thefe
United States. -

With what exalted leafure, does [IIE vntuﬂis fﬂldler
and patriot venerate t E]S day, devoted as a free-will of-
fering, to him who has caufed the Sun of peace to difpel
the clouds of adverfity and war 2 Now, the, fons of free-
dom have {ufpended the common :mplc:;i, ments of life,
and haye aﬁ"umcﬂ the garments of joy and  gladnefs.
They are afiembled in the temples of dcvﬂt on ; :they are
prefenting the offcrings of grateful praife.  How folemn
the fcene | How dignified and pleafing the tranfaition !
The profpeét bas almeft tempted me 1o adopt the pro-
phetic rapture of the holy writings, and to fay in that
elevared-itile,- *% Frem the top of the rocks I foe bim, and
from the bills I bebold biys ! He lay down a5 a lion, and ps’a
great fon! FWha [ball fliv bim up 2 Bleffed 15 be 'ifiwr. bleffeth:
thee s and curfed is be, that curjeth thee ;. Come then my:
fru:mh, and et us raife our {fongs of prmi'f: to lm, whofe
h]ﬂﬁ"ﬂw 15 happinefs, aad ‘whofe loving kindnefs is the.
fource of national greatnefs and perfonal f'clmt},r, -and
may: creation echo back the {ounding joy. .

It there 1s glory 10 the vidtories "of _]L.'iﬂ'JE.'.c, if there.
is dignity in the pollefion of frecdom s and if there.

; T e if

*
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is “happinefs in’ the enjoyment of peace: Let then this
affembly invoke, not only all mankind, but even the pow-
ers of Heaven to unite with us, in tht warmeit ﬂ:rams—
- of benevolence ; and rejoice, that fo many of the human
race, and fo large a portion of rthis world, arc refcued
from the calamities of flavery and war,

Could the importance and grandeur of thele fubjeﬁ:s
enlarge and enrich the pawers of an honelt mind, I thould
appear in your prefence, animated with a fervorof praife,
and elevated to that fublimity of ftile, which even angels
might not difdain toenvy. I fhould exceed your higheft
Expcﬁatmns, I fhould furpafs your very wifhes them-
felves. - Your gratitude, your praifes fhould, like the
holy prophet of old, be carried upin a fiery car of hea-
vénly joy and fublime devotion, to the very throne of
eternal Juftice, Goodnels and Mercy.

But who, amongz the {fons of men, can proportion his
love and’ prmﬁ: to the paternal ju ftice and. the unbounded
benchicence of our comhion Creator ! Then, inftead of
wifhing to claim the cherub’s fervent praiﬁ:i inftead -of
coveting celeftial powers to infpire feraphic fongs; and
inftead of envying Gabriel and his brother Arch- Ennrr:ls
their enlarged- capacitics of pure devotion; let us rather
humbly rejoice, ‘that the' fincere grat:tu.df: of the pious.
mind i5 the mofl acceptable offering to our blefled God !
He demands neither thoufands of hfcammba nor rivers
of blood, to reprefent the praifes of men, and demon-
ftrate the holy joys of their thankful hearts | With more
exaltetl comiplacency he beholds the humble and obedient
refolution than he does the deceitful parade of pompous
hypocrify, and all the proud enfigns  of falfe grandeur.

.But I fear I rather check than animate the paflions of joy’
and thankfulnefs ! I imagine your grateful affections labour
to give your tongues an utterance, and forgetting the voice
and feebleefforts of the fpeaker, you are ready tobreak forch
in a tranfport of holy devotion, and addrefls yourfelves im-
mediately to the great Governor of the univerfe, in fuch
fentiments as thele : Cb /! thou elernal and moft ﬁm-f{fuf God !

It
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¢ bas pleafed thee fo caufe the wrath of man to praife theg ; and
thou baff commanded the nations of the earth.to be at peate | We
adare the manifeft difplays of thy jufbice and mercy, and we bum-
by befecch thee to look, with amerciful and propitious eve, upon
45 thy fervants, whom theu baft redeemed, who are now affem-
bled topay our bomage to thy exalied Majefly, and to invoke
oy future care and protedlion of ws ! We are thy children moft
bleffed God, though e confefls the figns of our duly to aur Fa-
vher in Heaveis, bave been too few | e ave thy children, the
we havs too often; jike pradigal [ons, departed from ff:'c‘ At
thor of our cum felivity L But a father’s tender care protelfied us;
and the inbabitants. of 4Bis: contingnt, when our fecble ffate-en-
‘gotraged the @varice and tyranny of our ememies to ﬂ::qmp; Lo
BIND US, IN ALL CASES WHATSOEVER | ¥
-In humble imagination, let every knee bend | Bend ye
frubborn knees, uhaccuftomed tokneely if shere are any
fuch! Mele ye hard heacts, if thepz-are say, prefent, which
have never, yet, felc the fweer meltings of gratitude and
the joys of Heaven!| Let the tears, not of {orrow. bur of
gladnefs, exprefs thofe feelings of undiffembled ths-.nkful
]‘jﬁ'—ﬂt‘ts which the ﬁmng&[t human lan:ruage cannot ygees
Fain would I communicate | the joys of my foul, and
aid’ your, moft hively, devotiony but the fubjets of our
oy are too greag for -the human, mind to comprehend at
ane view, and reprel’t‘nt i all th{ﬁr extenfive magnitude ;
and. yet wHﬂ can-be, altﬂgftht:r {ilent, when blﬁiﬁngs fu
tich and exalted, invite our praife L.
The fpat. lous profpedts of national. hapgme;&i crowd
thnﬁ:ivtﬁ upon our imagiaation L. 'The great Contirent
. af America, 15 the widely extended theatre of our con-
templations and owr future aftions, <It i now freg and in-
dependentc b The bloed and treafure af the fons of freedan-
have purchafed thefe privileges ! For to what partof this
Coatinent, can we turn our atigntion, and not be tnform-
ed, that ihe liberiy and {'a.fr:*.-.y, now enjoyed, have beer
ok n::um:d atthe great expence of fl:.ﬂrer:_ fgs, toil and blgod-
fhed ! "ﬁ. here fhall we find 4. city on-a wl]mg::' whofe
frorched rumns will ot fhew us fome mournfu effefts o
a
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% defolating war ! Much, indeed, you have heard about
tyranny and flavery, and once you dreaded thofe plagues
of mankind ; but, though you have greatly fuffered, yer
you have felt fo lietle of the true horrors of thofe inhu-
man curfes, that you can, with teo much coolnéfs and
difpaflion, hear deferiptions of them, and your indignati-
on is neither fired againft thofe epemies of your felicity,
nor 1s your gratitude powerfully excited for your delive-
rance from them | '

How great and marvellous would your mercies appear,
were I able to:paint flavery ‘with the dark  colours of
Egypt ; or could I bring examples from the brickkilns
and furnaces of Pharoah,  and prefent you fome #retched
~ flaves groaning in the bitternefs of their fouls, under a

cruel and infupportable bondage; yet when I had done
this, you would have but a faint reprefentation of the
miferies which have fallen upon the greateft part of man-
kind in all ages of the world, and which millions of men
now fuffer | =~ 4

Buot you will fay, thele are gloomy fubje@s, and do
not correfpond with the happy events of this day. ' Per-
haps you will inquire why a cloud of diftrefs is drawn
over the bright funfhine of your joyful feelings; why
are the horrors of flavery and war mixed with the hea-
venly bleflings of peace ? In anfwer to this, my friends,
permit me to {ay, I hoped, by thofe means, to raife your
gratitude the higher. ' 1 wilhed to remind you of the
bitter cup of flavery which was put into your hands, chat
you might with the preater relifhiquaff the cordial of In-
dependent peace. - That cup of flavery you have indeed
flightly tafted ; ‘but you refufed to drink the poifonous
draught, and for this virtuous refufal, the cup of blefling
is now put into your hands to reward you. '
~ Since therefore, this diftinguithing blefling of freedom
is beftowed onus, what bounds fhall we fet to the gratitude
of our fouls ! ‘And if,in the words of'a celebrated wiiter,
one day, nay one bour, of virtuons berty, is worth more than
& whole eternity of flavery ; what then 1s equal to the trea-

fure
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fure you now poffefs ! Who cam eftimate the mighty vas
lue and give the fum total of your national happinefs. ?
Is not this the day you have fo long withed to behold 5
- 1s not this the trafporting day for which you have fuffer-
ed, and fought, and bled ? Let the tideof jov rife highs
letall the fources of gratitude pour themfelves out b-:tmﬂ
you, and make glad your hearts,

Could I cbey my own inclination,. and were I able 10
make the tranfactions of eight years paﬁ before you, with-
in the thort time you are to fpend under this roof : What
. generous love of the rights of mankind ; what pﬂtriﬂtiﬂ
attachment to the liberties of .our country and the happi-
nefs of pofterity s and what unfhaken perfeverance and

victorious fortitude would be exhibited in your prefence !
From the nineteenth of April, on Lexington plains,
through  all  the unutterable trials and viciflitudes of a
perilous and unequal conflict, uaril, at laft, on chis joy-
ful day, in this {acred temple, we.praife that | Gop whe
has mumphed glorioufly, and has commanded the rage
and tumulr of war to ceale and be ftill. 0 o .

- Oh blefled day which brings to us the pofleflion of all
we have been contending fur and enables us to eref
the ftandard, of liberty and E_lm'f,r, upon one of the four
great divifions of the earth ! Hail aufpicious morning. of
the rifing empire of this Weltern world ! Hail arts and
fcu:m:r:s America 1s the new theatre of vour improve-
~ ment, and will, perhaps, bs the lalt {:ﬂncluding fcene of

your pclfr:ﬂmn Commerce and trace fhall fpread-their
fa:ls and waft the riches of diftant lands throuch this ex»
tended continent, Now, without the fear of an infulc
ing enemy, ‘the 'induitrinus hufbandman fthall fow his
enlarged fields, and reap his rich and joyful harvefts.
Here the oppreffed fhall find a {fecure retreat, from all
the poverty and mifery of mercilefs tyranny. -~ Religion
and learning fhall raife their drooping heads and flourifh
again. Now fhall the brave fﬂldmr claim the honor of
being a free and independent citizen of the United-States,
of America. The blefied foil of f independence fhall ftrive

1o
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to reward him for his perfevering valour. Plentious
harvefisithallrife and crown his toils, and {pacious fields
fhall offer their growing wealth in gratetul tribute to the
vittoriahs Hero,

MNor can' we believe thata happy people will be lefs
gm{gful than the earth it{elf : Oh'! Americans think not
yOur PROMISED REWARDs are greater than fhould be given
to'the foldier’s courage, and the foldier’s arms | Give not
fparingly to the generous faviours of their country ! They
afk ‘but afmall portion of that wealth which their valour
laved, and their toils and blood have purchafed ! They
oiily:lock - for the hard earned” pittance of juftice, and
fay, -what eternal refticude has taught them, that the lo-
bourer is worthy of bis bire ! Suffer not injuitice or ingrati-
tude to inveke the frowns of Heaven, and bring lome
direful curfe upon this Land of Freedom | Never let your
fun fet under the clouds of national guilt and difhonefty ¥
I pray that the citizens of America may be as famous for
their juitice and generofity, as their army are renowned
for:their patience, fortitude and valour; and I moft ar-
dently with,  that the interelt of the r:.l;izn:n and the hera,
may always be the fame,

On this glad day, we will not forget to be thankful for
the faithful alliance and the unwearied fervices of the ges
nerous nation of France, She has ferved the caufe of A<
merica, with large ficets and a gallant army. With us
they have fought, with us they 1'1;1".'12 bled, and with us
they have conquered! This pleafing rame fhall call up
all that is grateful within us ; & we will recolleét our laft-
ng nhligﬂtiﬁns to the humane PROTECTOR OF THE RIGHTS
oF MaNKIND ! For when the vengeful fword of Britain,
made {uch near approaches to the vitals of America, the
magnanimous Louis, like'an Angel of mercy c:{::mm1H"1
oned from the fkies, flew with “apml haﬁe, and fnatched
the devoted victim from the yrant’s wrath. So Heaven
{ent the mighty Angel and fn ote the armies of the proud
Affyrian King! So when the isebrew nation fled from the

Fgyptian tyrant’s rage ; the fea faw it, and opened a paf-
B {age
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age of faf{.tj,r for the opprefed people, but overwhelmed
l‘ﬁamah and all his embartiled hofts, in the very moment
of their expelted viftory.

Were it not a fubjeft which has employed every tongue
and almoft every pen, I might with pleafure, rehearfe fome
of the principal battles which have been fought, and
fome of the glorious viftories which France and America,
- “have obtained : but to you they are all familiar ¢ tht}’
are printed upon your hearts, and cannot be f::-rgntten
“We then pafs over, in hafte, the fields of an eight year’s
wary where materials might be collected in greater aban-
dance than can be exhibited on this'day of general joy
-and feftivity ; fields where you have gathered fome rich
harvefts of victory, and where hope igpmnn' up and has
. ‘grown to enjoyment. But [ fay we muft pafs on to ob-
ferve, that enough has been done within eight campaigns,
to enpgage the attention, and raife the admiration of many

ages to come ; and fo aftonithing will a true hiftory of the
mttrpnﬁtmns of Providence be, and the efforts of this
ceuntry in accomplithing this m:uh:}r revolution, that
avithin one hundred years, there will be as little credit
given to the hiltory of the United States, as fome per-
Tons, in the prefent day, choofe to give to the Hiftory of
the _]::wﬂ'h deliverance from the bondage of Egypt. They
will undertake to prove, very wifely to be fure, that a-re-
volution of fuch a magnitude, could not poilibly be ac-
complifthed in fo thort a titne by fuch {lender means, and
by fuch an infant people; but their affertions will be as
deftitute of truth, as the prophelies of fome who would
have prophefiedus into the fixed fate of flavery before this
time, had not America placed more confidence in God,
than in their prediftions of our conquered fall at the feet
~of Britain: Indeed, however aftonithing this revolution
may now appear, I will venture to believe, that a'jult hif-
tory of the Ameriean wary will unfold many things, - at
pr&ﬁ:nt of a fecret nature, which will raife the 3ﬁmuf'h-
fent almoft to the fammit of unbelief. Imagination it-
felf cannot paint the horrors and calamities of this war
: : 1n
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in-their proper colours ; it cannot prefent you a juft de-
feription of what you have dreaded or paffed through
or if 1t-could,. the mind of humanity would not be able
to bear the profpett; the fhock would be too great of
mifery fo unmixed. To recolleét the dangers to which
we have been fo often brought; to confider, if it were
poffible, with cool & difpaflicnate minds, on what an awful
precipice we have fo often flood, and by what a flender,
fupport we have been {ufpended over the gulf of {flavery;
the mind cannot forbear trembling, even when blefled
with peace and fafety. Like the diftrefied mariner in a:
feeble bark, unable to contend with the viclence of ra-
ging winds and overwhelming feas; but when, after be-
ing long on the very verge of death, he is at lait convey-.
ed into a haven of fafety, he rejoices with amazement, he
confiders the mighty billows of the ocean, and {carcely-
believes he has efcaped their fury | So great and amazing
are the bleflings of peace, which at this time we cele-
brate | So marvelloys ourdeliverancefrom the unexampled
cruclty cof Britain. The mind comprehends our great
faivation only in fmall porticns at the prefent moment,
» We feem like the children of Ifrael; after ther return
from captivity ; we feem rather to dream our felicity,
than to realize the riches of the blefling, And indeed
we may {ay, that although we have not beheld feas di-
vided, nor the fun and moon arrefted in their courles, nor
food defcending immediately from Heaven ! Yet, we have
{een thofe things come to pafs, which were equally be-
yond our power to accomplifh, or our wildom to con-
trive, When we began to oppole ene bundred fhips of wary
and the force and difeipline of jfifty-five thowfond veteransy
we had no more reafon to expect viftories over thole nu-
-merous forces, than the Iraelites had; whole only wea-
ons of defence were the inftruments of their labours
and their only armour was their lavith uniferms.: This
war has therefore overturned many of the fond maxims
of tyrants, and has forced them into a coaviétion of this
great truth, that the daitle is not akways to iy flrong | Apd

it
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it i3 devoutly to be: withed and expefted, that there will
be fewer wars in the world, than there have been ; and
that the enemies to the peace of mankind will more cau-
tioufly commence unprovoked holtilities, when they are
informed that multitudes can avail very little on the one
{ide, when Dmmputeuce is on the other.

Should any one be difpofed to call this fentiment into
queftion, let him only carefully examine the pages of hif-
tory, and he will be convinced -that the greater number .
of viftories have been obtained by {maller armies, over
thofe which were much fuperior to them in multitude.—
But rejoice Oh I Americans and be glad! For although
your own {lrength has not faved you, and procured you
the inleritance of freedom and peace ; yet that merciful
God of jultice, to whom you fled at the very entrance of
this bloody Ff}ﬁttﬂi to whom you appealed when you fed
from the ilc::mgﬂ of the opprefior, - to the protettion of
the deity ; whole aid you molt folemnly invoked: He
who is righteous in all his ways, and holy in all his works,
who executeth judgment for the opprefled, but the way
of the wicked he turneth upﬁdt: down, he has fought for
you and has given you the victory. Oh ! fing unto the
Lord a new fong, for he hath done r:‘rar*:e‘mfus thmge his
right hand and &1s hely arm hath goitten him the vitory-
The words of n]m1g-uw Gad, addrefled to the people of
Ifrael, are on this occalion, applicable to the Americans,
with the alteration of :‘Janr 2 tame. - Ye have feen what T
did to the Brirons ! and ‘how [ bare you on’ Eagle’s wings,
and hmugnt you unto mylelf. Now therefore, if ye
will obey my wvoice indeed  and keep my covenant,
“then ye thall e a peculiar trealure to me, above a%l peo-
ple; forall the earth is mine,

It might be realonably expefted, thﬂt the mercy and -
goodnefs of God, would be the moft powerful arguments
to work upon the eratitude and ingenuity of every gene-
rous mind, and make us abhor the very thought of dif
pleafing the author of all good, when be is Javifhing his
bleflings upon us. 'What can be more ungenerous, what

mare
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more ungrareful, than to fin againft the mercy of God,
when it fhines {o gloriouily in our deliverance ? The [;::i“
improvement of the mercy and goodnels of God, is to
Jearn to fear him. Therefore it is writcen, thrr:m fhr-
-gwmﬁ{s with thee, that thou mayeft’ be h:ar:d But if
men, eitherin then‘ perlonal or national charaéters, thoyld
~be more bold in finning, becaufe they were delivered frém
their calamities, and trom their enemies ; and fhould t]l."..-
termine that their fin and plEfmetum thoold increafe
in number and greatnefs, in proportion as the mercy and
compallion of God wag, boundlefs and unmerited : What
can all this reprefent, but the bafenefs and unfeeliag
hardnels of a moft ungrateful nature ? Nothing can fo
foon proveke the judgments of Heaven to return, and

make punifhment doubly jult and doubly heavy ! Butl
forbear to addrefs you in I:his ftile of feverity. Thisis a
day of mercy and joy. 1 will with and hope that both
the perfonal and national mercies of God will reach your
hearts, in the {weetelt and moft pc:}wer*]"u]: ways of perfua-
fion ; and that you will be drawn by the cords of love,
and w:l] obey the goodnels of God, which invites and
even courts us to obedience and our own ]1appmcf5 And
if youare not happy, Oh!' Ameri¢ans, it muflt be your
éwn fault ; you have no charges to bring againft God, for
his want of goodnefs and care towards you! -He has not
only given us the common bleffings of life; he has not
only this year given us the fruits of the earth in abun-
dance; but he has given us liberty, that charter of ail
the h]tﬂings of life.

Here blefféd liberty is thy refting place : Come and
raife thy temple, of. national juftice and clory, in this
rifing empire: Come from the bloody contefts of barba-
rous and contending nations, and crown the toils of he-
roes and patriots, and reward then! for teaching mankind,
how far, under the ﬂi.i'.rpl:{:efs of Heaven, the exertions mf

a brave and virtuous nation can extend ; and what mighty
rcv:}]‘utmns can be effefted by a few men, determined to
be free and independent.

Time
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Time and fame fhall be athamed of the barbarous
records of the paft nations of the earth. The names of
France and America fhall make the page of hiflory glo-
rious, and their deeds of renown fhall infpire futurﬂ
ages with the love of national pm{"pf:rltg' Pofterity
through all the long periods of time and futurity, ﬂmll
open the mighty volume of the American independence,
and applaud the unexampled bravery and fortitude of
the armies of the United States: Their examples of
humanity and juit defence, fhall inftraét mankind in the
neceflary ufe of war : And while their fame glides with
a full and ftrong tide, through the annals of time, na-

tions fhall be taught leffons of heroifm, and grow great
by our example. This revolution, finithed in fo fhort a
time, will encourage the ﬂpp:‘Lchd valfals of petty ty-
fants, to trample upon the chains of {lavery,

M:Hmns yetr to exift, will wilh to have lived in this
age, and to have {een what you have beheld : Nay they
will envy you the honour o living when time was molt
dignified, and boafted therunrivalled glory of giving
birth to THE MOST BENEVOLENT GUARDIANS OF HUMAN.
RICHTS, THE FOREVER Famep LOUIS, axp WASH-
INGTON, ILLUSTRIOUS A THE GENEROUS ERIENDS OF
manginp.—This s that' age of the world, in which, I
thank God, that it was my happy lot to be born.

An age, whjr,:h I believe, every patriot would have
prLf'-:,nEd to any other,” had the choice been offered to
him., What a rich {:r::nfula ton is it then, to every good
man of the prefent age, and to every man of a patri-
otic and public {pirit; toevery generous, honourable,
and fufiering officer ; and to every perfevering and intre-
El'd foldier in America, I fay what a rich confolation

all it be o Ihﬂfﬂ charmfl‘ers, to rﬁi]tn’f’r that their palt ex-
ertions have met with the finiles of Heaf.renj and that
their intentions and the defigns of Providence, have not
been at war with one axnmhf:r however much thE)’ have
both been oppofed to the enemies of mankind. It fhall
be_a farther cc;n‘"f!dtm"r, if any 1s neceffary, thag forne

ef
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of the moft potent kingdoms in Europe have aided us 5
and our juft defence has been approved of, by almolt all
the relt of the world: And laftly, in my cpinion, every
man of principle, next to the falvation of his foul, will
rejoice, even in his laft gafp, that he has done fomething
for the liberties of his country, and has contributed to
fecure the freedom of America, and introduce that peace
which we are this day blefled with. A peace not only
honourable, butrich with public advantages. A free and
unfhackled trade with all the nations of the world ; the
treafures of the fea—the freedom of the ocean—an im-
menfe addition of territory—and to crown all, weare an
independent nation. Heaven has given us a name and
a title among the nations of the earth. Thefe are fome
of the advantages we derive from that peace we have con-
“tended for, and for which we have not contended in vain.

Hail bleffed peace! heaven born friend to man; deign
to forgive the madnefs of mankind, and dwell once more
on earth : The humane and compafliopate mind fhall be
thy fair feat of blifs ; and Oh'! forever bar from: that
habitation, the hoftile enemies of thy happinefs. May
peace and love, and humane affeCtions, be once more

lanted in the human mind, and there grow and flourifh
till time fhall be no more !

How happy the exchange of war for peace! The moft
{anguine expectations could not have looked for this day
fo foon': And the moft critical obferver of human nature
could not have thought that this war, attended by fo
many marks of Britith inhumanity, would have ended’'with
{o much dignity and mildnefs, on the part of America.

Our enemies, as if they thought the uncommon dif-
trefles of war, which our particular ficuation fubjected us
to, were too light for a people who were doing no more
than what they believed God and their confciences ap-
proved, have contributed all in their power to make this
of all wars, the molt calamitous ! Suppofe we had been
wrong, upen thofe honeft principles which induced us to
fuffer {o much in this contelt, for the benefit of pofteri-

. ; ty,
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ty, for we theuld not have fuffered fo much diftrefs, in our
day, as we have already done, even if ‘tyranny had: en-
joyed its full fway : I fay, if we had béen honeftly wrong
our ¢nemies (hould have known, that humanity isthe E:u:H:
policy, and was moft likely to recover us from our e
rors, and have brought us back to our duty. But why
did Dritain banith mercy and humanity from civil focies
ty, and fend them to feek refuge among the very Savages”
of the wildernefs | And yet this was not enocugh; infuls
and contempt have never failed to bring up the rear of
of ‘all their crvelties! Could America {peak this day and
give us the crimfon narrative of the unprovoked murders,
and the inhunran and unneceflary ﬂleddlng of ca[‘}twe
blood : That blood, which by the law of nations; and
the voiceof humanity thould always be {acredly preferved.
What a tale of horror would be unfolded ! Or could:
this ity inform us what our brother {oldiers and fellow-
citizens have f{uffered in the molt horrid prifon-thips, in
the dungeons, ‘in the gaols, and in prifons of every other
kind, where cold and famine, and death, like mereilefs
tyrants, reigned’ over the miferics of men! Or rather,
could I call up the patriotic dead, who in this city, have
fallen martyrs in the caufe of liberty, whofe dignified
fouls could never fubmi to the folicitations of their ene-
mies, to oppole their country, even though this compli-
ance might have faved their lives. They, I imagine,
though they could give you a defeription of their fuffer-
]nI's} which weuld torture humaniey, and fill ],l::m fouls
with an agony of grief, they would notwithftanding, forget
them all, amidft the general joy of this day, and they
would C{}nnmmlatc you on the glorious conclufion of that
warin which their lives WEre, facrificed. How would they
app laud your paft conduét, and remind you of the rich
ice of their blood, which they paid down for that li-
£ﬁi’t}r and peace, which you now celthlate They would
gxhort you to be united as a bapd of brothers ; they would
beleach you to be wife, to be public fpmt-:d and nobly
generbys In the improvement and enjoyment of your li-
: berties ;
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berties ; they would ardently pray you to forgive your,
and their enemies, rather than to indulge any ignoble
Eiﬂ'mn of refentmerit or revenge, which could any ways
‘be injurious to the dignity of the American charatter,
or to the credit and reputation of thé confederated States,
But had that noble Eand of fuffering patriots appeared
before you and the citizens of this State, and exhorted
you to be great, dignified and merciful, your conduét
could not have been more honorable and glorious than it
has been.” For who, my friends, ever faw human nature
fo long diftreffed, and fo long infulted, and yet fo free
from the fpirit of revenge! Who ever faw a conquering
army, and a vi€torious people, treat their cruel enemies
with fuch fenity 4nd tendernefs # This noble generofity
of fpirit has finithed the American charafter. This war
is now clofed with greater honour, if poffible, than it was
began and profecuted. Of all our glorious days, none
have beenh more pleafing to the dignified, and generous
mind, than thofe which have followed the departure of
‘our enemies from this city. The humanity towards thofe
who were once our enemies 3 the regular and good difci-
pline of this part of the army, and the peaceable and hu-
mane conduft of the titizens, fince the eftablithment of
American government in this city, Has amazed our eng-
mies; and muft make the moft pleafing impreflions up-
ori the mind of every friend to the American character.
Thus have we {een the difference between the crusl, and
the brave enemy ! The cruel enemy tormented and tor-
tured even beyond the common pangs of death, when he
had it in his power. The American, when vitorious,
fheathed his fword and forgot that he had an enemy !
Like the truly brave man, who ufes his fword no longer
than his enemy oppofes him with his arms. He is great
in mercy, ds well as brave in the field of danger! Thus
have we glorioufly finifhed this war, on which the fateand
happinefs of millions depended ; and now thedire {pirit of
difcord and contention, glutted with bloodfhed, has ceafed
to plague mankind ; and war itfelf, wearied with bloody
- C triumphs
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triumpha over hcaps of flain, and moved to fome ﬂnall Pl-
ty by the agonies of the Ii.ijf}ng capuves and the groanings
of the military fick, and mangled limbs of the wounded,
has made a paufe: Dh" that 1t may be a paule; la{’cmw
as eternity itfelf ! Then no more fhall man be prepart;:l
by profeflien, to deftroy the image of God, and to make
war againft the peace and happinefs of his fellow creatures !
No more fhall a ravaged country exclaim againft man,
and condemn him for deltroying the boynties of Hrtswr:n
and the means of human comfort and happinels! No
more the diftreflfed widow, or- the helplefs orphan, or the
weeping maid, ﬂtfpﬂndtn mourn:  their flaughtered
friends, and curfe the unjult authors of an unprovoked
war ! :

But perhaps I have attemFted to follow the glory of
Ainerica, and defcribe the bleflings of peace ! Vain at-
tempt to {trive to bring within a few moments, what is
fufhicient for whole ages to claim. _

I call back thy imagination: 1 fupp!efs the too bold
defign ! I acknowledge all that has been f{aid or attempt-
ed, on thole fub Efts, falls far below their dignity. The
‘bleflings, beftuwccl upon us, are {o great and numerous,
that only length of time, and fteady contemplation, can
enable us to comprehend them in their magnitude and im-
portance, = Praile, joy and gratitude, fhall then rather
employ our preftnt moments. -Reafon, and the cuftoms
of all virtuous nations, direct us to this pleafing duty of
l}ralﬁng God : But we are prompted by motives more ge-
nerous ; our gratitude, our own lively feelings, conftrain
us to offer the beft and th: pureit.offering wecan; to col-
lect all .the animated powers of our fouls together, to
form one general, one united Hallelujah to God on high !
Believe me, my friends, not anation on earth, can help
applauding your pa-.f’f conduét 3 and they muﬂ: approve
the intention of this meeting. Ewvery virtuous citizen of
America, and all your Worthy friends, will admire the
tranfadtions of this day, with a pleafure little lefs than
rapture | And fince, m my friends, you were once deter-

mined
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mined to pay down your lives and fortunes, for the pre-
fervation of your freedom ; can you now think it too
much to pay the tribute of the warmeft and moft finceré
praife and devotion, for -the full enjoyment of life and
11h::rty, and peace | Thefe are moft pleafing confiderati-
ons ; they thould make your bearts fincere and obedient ;
your praifes fhould now afcend up on the {weet incenfe of
undiffembled gratitude; and then you may expeét that
they will be received by our merciful God !

Ob ! our blefled God, with our praifes we alfp offer up our
prayers, and bumbly befeech thee, with the fame goodwefs and Fi-
berality, to beflow a lafling and fmrbaﬁgm&e.’f gratittde of beart,
as well as the bleffingr of freedom and peace.  May thy good
[fpirit direfl and govern this nation, and never lrave them to for-
get thy blefings, or abufe thy mercies! May it pleafe the Al
mighty, to accept this public acknowliedgment of our dependence
upen bis wifdom and power | May it be recorded in the
books of Heaven, that on this day a part of the Ameri-
can army, joined in folemn worfhip with thefe citizens ;
and that heroes, and ftatelmen and partriots, have united
in bringing the offerings of thankful praife to the altars
of the Etu}, and have declared that, by the help of God,
they have triumphed, and are free and independent. We
join with the inhabitants of America, To celebrate with
grateful bearts and united voices, the praifes of their fupremie
and all 5-:rrmrg_ﬁtf Benefaltor, for bis numberle[s me: cics and fa-
vours ! 1s it imagination, or do | really hear them afcribe
glory to God, faying, Net unte s, O Lord, not unto ws,
E—*u; uplo Hby name give _gfﬂr_,, far tay merey, and for toar :mm

wke |
: I will hope that the folemn and extenfive worthip of
God, on this day, will be the means of procuring nati-
onal bleflings, not only for yourf=lves, but for your chil-
dren’s children. 1 with and pray, in the name of Jefus
Chrift, that as much power and energy of devotion, may
e felt this day, as {fome of you felt and enjoyed near the
beginning of this war, when your first national appeal to

Heaven, was folemn and greatly devout, as if }rmzjr con-
uct
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du& at that time, was to decide, in the council of Hea-
ven, whether you were to be curfed with flavery, or blef-
fed with freedom! And, without indulging enthufiaftic
flights, I will venture to believe, that if our freedom was
not decreed until that day, it did, on that memorable oc-
cafion, receive the great, the unchangeable Fiar. If
you are then truly defirous of obtaining national and per-
‘fonal happinels, you may be affured that they are to be
procured only by our {teady dependence on God, and
Faith in Jefus Chrift. It is an unchangeable truth, that
righteoufne(s cxalteth & nationy but fin is a veproach to any
people!” And if the guardian Angels of America were to
found their trumpets, {o loud that they could be heard
from the one end of the continent to the other, they could
not communicate 2 more weighty and feafonable admoni-
tion, to all the inhabitants, than to be VIRTUOUS AND
vNiTED | Uited we fourifb, divided we fall!

A few words more, will bring this difcourle to a con-
clufion. What inward pleafure would it give me to feo
our mode of rejoicing differ from thofe cuftoms, of ce-
lebrating the greateft bleffings of Heaven, which are too
often adopted. I néed not inform you, my friends, that
there thould be harmony, and uniformity in our wholg
conduct! For, although thereis a beauty, and a dignity
in the praifes of God ; and although you have this day,
both by your prefence and your actions, called Heaven
and earth, God and Angels, to bear witnefs that with
pleafure you offer up your grateful homage to Almighty
God: Yet fuffer me to remind you, that the moft {plen-
did outward adts of rejoicing will indeed be found, at the
feat of Omnifcience, to be no more than fhining hypocri-
cy, unlefs obedience to the lays of God, and the dignity
of an honorable decorum, mark your whole conduét, as
well after your {ongs of praife have been offered up, as
at the prefent moment. Rejoice then, my friends! Bur
rejoice in the fear and love of God! Let us no more
offend him, afrer all sbe greas things be hath done for us!
Nothing can be more unrealonable, and nothing more

: il e : wickedly
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wnchedly ungrateful, than to fuppofe that a juft and holy
JGod, has delivered us, from our enemies and our chains,
ﬂt‘llj.i’ to allow us more time, and greater liberty to fin
againft him: Therefore, in the words ‘of Jothua, that
heroic warrior and pious patriot, 1 befeech you, Take
good beed unte yourfelves, that ye lyve the Lord, your God !

In the fame ftile of benevolence, in his laft advice, and
‘pathetic benediction, THE FATHER OF HIS COUNTRY, OUR
mosT BELOVED GENERAL, has prayed the United States
to be great and prﬂl"pr:ruus |

But I'return to fay, in the language of the Apoftle;
Rejoice in the Lord ahway; and again I fay rejeice] My
friends, rejoice then like men of reafon: Rejoice like
heroes and patriots of honour : RE_]GIEE like gentlemen :
And laft of all, rejoice likechriflians!

Were 1 permttted to fay any tlnng, which fthould be
addrefled more immediately to the citizens of this audi-
ence; I would entreat you to pay a facred regard to the
faithful inftructions and entreaties of your worthy minif-
ters, whom you have fo often heard with pleafure and
dplrlrual advantage. They have wifely and eloquently

refted you to the beflt improvement of your prefent
mercies and privileges; and have fhewn you the way to
natjonal glory and perfonal happinefs: And while I take
the ﬂ‘tt[%ﬂm to call myfelf their brother patrior, I alio
with to join, the beft aid I can, with their unwearied la-
bours, to fupport the juftice and glory of America, as
well as the caufe of religion and virtue !

Having made {o much progrefs, in the bufinefs of the
.day, nnthmg now remains, but -::nl}r to make this one
oblervation. Upen recolleéting what has been faid, in
fome parts of this difcourfe, I am’ well aware, fofne ex-
preflions have been ufed, whrch, if examined mth {evere
prejudice, may feem to How from a wvindiftive, or re-
vengeful {pirit.  Bur, my friends, I wilh you to be af-
fured, it was not fo: [ found it difficult to enhance the
bleffir ngs of peace and f{afery, without {fometimes, having
2 rermfpeﬂ view, to the calamities and dangers we have

&
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{o providentially - efcaped. In taking notice of thofg
things, I fuppofed I could, with jultice, condemn the
inhumanity, and vice jof men, without either lofing my
own compaflion, or deftroying the tender feelings of hu«
manity,
" Now blefled be God, he has heard our prayers, and
has caufed the deftroying fword to return into the {cab-
bord! And there may it reft, until the Prince of peace,
the bleffed Jefus, thall once more vifit this world of war;
this aceldama; this field of .blood; this theatre of huo-
man woe; this theatre of human woe made fo, by the
folly, by the ambition and vice of men ! inie
Now gentle mercy, and heavenly bleflings, offer them-
{elves to mediate berween us and thole, whole fentiments
or intentions would, in the event, had they unfortunate-
ly fucceeded, bhave ruined themfelves and their country.
But the fword is now fheathed and all refentment {hould
die. We are at peace with the world, and our benevo-
lence thould be univerfal, Divine Providence has taught
our enemies that they were wrong; and they have {ub-
mitted, or certainly, If they believe that God governs the
world, they ought to fubmit to the Almighty decifion,
And from the hands of Jehovah we ought never to fiatch
the balance and the rod. The bleflings of this day, arelo
Erﬁ:at and' {o affeéting, that with pleafure, I indulge my-
{lf in believing that our hearts will be fo warmed, fo fof-
tened, and fo filled with love and gratitude to our molt
merciful God, that paflion and revenge will find no
place of accommodation in our generous bofoms. Let
the great and merciful foul of an American, above bale
revenge, ‘only. for a moment confider the meaning of
thofe compalTionate words of our bleffed Saviour, Father
forgive them, for they know not what they doy and he will
‘with to have enemies, for no other purpofe, but to have the
fuperlative dignity, and the unutterable pleafure of for.
giving them. I will not fuppofe there are any prefent
who have not often faid, in a moit ferious manner ; For-
£ive
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giveus our debts as we forgive owr debtors, For if we for:
Zive men their trefpaffes, your beavenly Father will alfo fors
give you. How tenderly is this pious difpofition exprefl-
ed by the poet, )

Teach me to feel another’s wee,
To bide the fault I fee,

That pity 1 to etbers fbow,
That pity fhow tome!

GLory To GoOD 1IN THE HIGHEST,
AND ON EARTH PEACE,
GOOD WILL TO-

WanD3 MEN.
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