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THE UNPOPULAR DOCTRINES OF THE BIBLE.

Luke 4:28—30. And all they in the synagogue, when they heard

_ these things, WERE, FILLED WITH WRATH, and rose up,
and thrust kim out of the city, and led him unto the brow of the
hill whereon their city was built, that they might cast him doun
headlong. But he, passing through the midst of them, went his .
way.

Whauar harsh and offensive doctrine can it have "been, my
hearers, that provoked all this ungovernable rage! What
preacher, regardless alike of his popularity and safety, invited so_
outrageous an attempt upon his own life? Was he some gloomy
Calvinist, who, in maintaining the sovereignty of God, at the
expense of his justice and mercy, wounded the pious sensibilities
" of his audience! And do we sec in the text, nothing but the
overflowings of virtuous indignation, in & religious assembly
zealous for the honor of Jehova%]?

My friends, the preacher who occasioned the offence was no
other than the mild and affectionate Saviour, who was anointed
be' the Spirit, and “spake as never man spake.® He had ex-
plained- to the Nazarenes a prophecy of Isaiah, and informed
them that it was accomplished in himself This seemed to
afford them much pleasure. But after all, he was aware that"
they entertained objections to him, on account of the obscurity
of his birth. - He also knew that they had heard of the miraculous
cures he had performed at Capernaum, and expected him to do at
least as much for the people of Nazareth, « where he had been
brought up.” This expectation, he, for wise reasons, did not
intend to gratify. He proceeded therefore to show them that he
- had an undoubted right to perform his miracles when and where
it pleased him, according to the dictates of his own wisdom and
goodness; and if he should withhold his favers altogether from
them, he would be fully justified by their unbelief. In 'makinﬁ
such discriminations, he was acting just as the prophets Elija
and Elisha had done. Vs. 25,26,27, “ But I tell you.of a truth,
many widows were in Israel in the days of Elias, when the
heaven was shut up three years and six months, when great
famine was throughout all the land; but unto none of them was

lias- sent, save unto Sarepta, a city of Sidon, unto a woman
that was a widow. And many lepers were in Israel in the time
of Eliseus the prophet, and none of them was cleansed saving
Naaman the gyrian.” The proud self-confident Nazarenes



Digitized by GOOS[G
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the fearlessness and constancy with which she has suppotted the
declarations of the Biblé in- reference to the divine sovereignty,
have frequently excited ‘ wrath,” but never have we witnessed
so much of it here, as at the present time: The truth has been of
late so violently assailed, and misrepresentation carried to such a
length, that I cannot longer be silent, without treachery to the
cause of my Divine Master. 1 shall, therefore, in reliance on the
divine aid, consider in order, those points of doctrine which have
been handled to the discredit of truth, or to the injury of the
church. : ,

1. Gop THE DISPOSER OF EVENTS. ’ ,

The first offensive article of our faith which I shall notice, is
the doctrine, that God is the disposer of all events; or if we may
be allowed the precise words of scripture, that these events are
“ predestinated, according to the purpose of Him, who worketh ALt
THINGS after the counsel of his own will;” so that “ Of Him and
through Him and to Him are AL THINGs,” and so that * ALt
THINGS shall work together for good.”*

From this doctrine, a long list of most shocking absurdities,
and monstrous blasphemies have been inferred, and exhibited to
the world as parts of our system; such as these, that “ God is the
author of sin;” that the “wniverse is governed by fatality;” that
we “ deny man’s free-agency,” and make him a “ mere machine;”
and that we “set aside the necessity of the use of means.” Fur-
ther; in order to fasten the stigma upon us, an expression in our
standards has been seized upon, which says that “ God ordained
whatsoever comes to pass.” This, it is pretended, justifies the
accusation. Let us go, then, to our venerable Confession, and
see what it says. Let us read the sentence on to its conclusion.
Chapter III. Sec. IL—God “ordained whatsoever comes to pass;

et, so as thereby neither is God the author of sin; nor is viclence
offered to the will of the creatures; nor is the liberty or contin--
%iancy of second causes taken away, but rather established.”"

ere are three very important limiting clauses, to which I wish
to call your-attention, '

1. The first of the clauses declares, that God has SO ordained
all things, as not to be the author of sin. And you may now see
upon what grounds men have labored to fix upon us the odium of

" a tenet, impious and shocking in the extreme, and worse, if possi
ble, than atheism itself. < ‘
" 2. The second limiting clause, denies expressly any such fore-
ordination as would set aside free-agency. ¢ Thereby, neither is
violence offered to the will of the creatures.” Here again you
may see with what justice the clamor is raised against us, “that
we deny free-agency and make man a mere machine.” You

#Eph. 1:11. Rom. 11:36, and £:28.
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* chism tells us they are all executed “ in His works of creation and
providence.” Creation and providence, then, according to our
standards, include the whole field in which the purposes of God .
are unfolded. 'The doctrine then is simply this: Nothing comes to

s without the agency or permission of Deity; and further; what

e now does, He always meant to do, and what he now permits, He
always meant to permal, for wise reasons. In illustrating this posi-
tion, we shall reason from the effect to the cause, and prove the
purpose of God from what he actually does. _

od is the creator of all things, and upholds all in being. He
also governs all things. He does not merely see what passes in
the world, without daring to interfere in’its concerns. He does,
not stand aloof from the universe He has created, to view it as an
idle tator, leaving it to the dominion of chance. By His
yrovi ence, which reaches to all events, great and small, to the
all of a sparrow, or of a hair of our head, as well as to the dissolu-
tion of empires; He bringeth all things to pass for the advance-
ment of His glory and the welfare of His people. All good,
whether natural or moral, must be ascribed to His agency. His
overnment extends to all the actions of men, and that without
infringing upon human liberty,* The Bible teaches us to behold
His hand in every event, whether connected with human agency
or otherwise. Hence, even the disposal of the lot, of all things
the most fortuitous, is expressly ascribed to Him. Pov. 16:33.

The Providence of God extends to the sinful actions of men.
Hateful as iniquity must be to him, he, for wise reasons, permits
it, and overrules it for good. There is  joined with this permis-
sion, a holy, wise, and powerful bounding, and otherwise order-
ing and governing them, in a manifold dispensation, to his own
ﬁ'ﬁy ends; yetso that the sinfulness thereof proceedeth only from
the creature, and not from God; who, being most holy and right-
eous, neither is, nor can be, the author or approver of sin.” Con.
of Faith, chap. V. sec.IV. A :

The next thing is to prove, that what God now does, he ahrays
antended to do—what he now accomplishes in creation and provi-
dence, he always meant to accomplish. To.make this matter
plain, let us suppose that God creates a new world to-day; you
will admit that he does it from design. And if so he must always
have had that design, or else he has formed a new purpose and is

*Some have denied that God governs men's actions. The Cumberland body in
Framing their Confeseion of Faith from. ours, dropped all those passages which
wocribe such a power toGod. As the compilers tell us, in their preface, that
they 'have erased wothing from the old Confession but “fatality,” of course .
they discovered thiat heyrid monster here. On this principle we must never
g:y that God would restrain the wicked, or “work in us to will ard to do,”
for this weuld be ackimewledging his government of men’s actions—would be
the dootrine of fatlism. Query. What kind of a government must that be
which has no eontral over the actions of its subjects? L
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~ determination; you give the book and thus render it certain. that

& man will commit the sin of profanity. Here then you fore-

--orddin, or are the .innocent occasion of the certainty of an evil
action.  -Bat it is plain- that you did not “ ordain” it - the same
sense as you did the other event.  You did not, properly speaking,

. will it. o itself considered you hated'it.  "Yet rather than lose -

- the great %;odr you had in view you chose to bear with the evil.
"'We' say then, that you foreordained these disagrecable things
_permissively. _ ' \ ‘
Now in one or other of these senses God ordained “ whatsoever
coumes to pass.” No .event would ever have taken place but for
his agency or permission. When he formed this world he had .
- in view His own glory, which is necessarily connected with the.
highest good of the universe. He did not begin the work, as an
ignornat architect commeunces a building, without a sectiled plan. -
No.  He beheld with an intuitive glance, all the possible results
".of an-infinity of systems, and out of tlem all chose ONE. All -
~-the long train of consequences which wculd flow {rom that system
- passed in review before him. The plan was so perlect in its

‘ _details, that it extended to every particle of which the globe is

composed; to every individual of the human species; to every
thing that has’ existence. It embraced the connecticn beiween
cause and effect, the free-agency of man, and both a moral and
- providential government. He held his eye steadily upon every

" “event,—every action that would sooner or later tlow out of this

system of operations. He saw, as one certain result, that men
- would sin, that men would be punished. - He knew that he could,
by destroying free-agency, or by a variety of other alterations in
- his system, prevent the entrance of sin.. But probably such
alterations would have interfered with the main end he had'in
- view, and that he saw it would be best to permit it. He might
“have determined to léave sin unpunished, but this would have

tarnished the lustre of his glory. Besides, his .plan was so -

admirable, that sin itself would be overruled for the -promotion

~ of his glorious designs. Perceiving then, all these results; being
-able to calculate to a certainty, all the holiness and all the sin,
all the happiness. and all the misery, that would take place through
“his agency or permission, from the commencement to the ead-of
- time, -he deliberately chose this system and ushered it into .

existence. . He did not.choose it for the sake of the sin' and
misery, which, through the freedom of man, would certainly
attend it; but he chose it for the greater good which would be
effected by it, in spite of the existence of sin and misery. I say,

- being able to calculate to a certainty all  the events which would
result from it, he put his system into operation; :and thus, either
efficaciously or permissively -detcrmined the certainty of whatever
comes to pass. | . - R B IR,
T 2. .
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-1 shall take time to answer a few objections.
1st. If God is able to bring good out of evil, why are wicked
men punished?” Amswer. This very objection was brought
‘against the doctrine in the days of Paul, Rom. 9:19. “ Thou wilt.
say then upto me, Why doth God yet find fault; for who hath re-
sisted his will?” The apostle answers, “ Nay, but, O man, who art
thou that repliest against God?” \ :
0bj. 2d. If foreordination be true, what encouragement have
we to pray? I answer; a thousand times more than if the events
~ of life depended on creatures or chance. It was.a part of his’
eternal plan to answer the prayer of faith. He has so arranged
all events as that every effectual forvent prayer of the rightcous -
_ shall be fulfilled, and that without resorting to a miracle, or in-
- terfering with any other of his purposes. : ~
-« Now take away this doctrine, and see what encouragement you
will have to pray. You ask God to save the life of a sick friend; -
but God must not interfere, for he has left it to creatures or to.
chance whether he lives or dies. You pray for the conversion of
a sinner; but you pray in vain, for God has left it to chance or to,
his own natural inclination to decide the question. Thus you see
that the denial of the doctrine, and not the maintaining of it,
discourages prayer. R .
Obj. 3d. “ Although Presbyterians guard the doetrine of fore-
ordination by several limiting clauses; yet do they not contradict
~ themselves in saying, first that God has ordained alldevents, and
then denying that he is the author. of sin, that free-agency is af-
- Jected, or that the necessity of means is taken away? ‘Zf)o not
these consequences -which they deny, flow necessarily from the
first assertion?”” T
Answer. In replying to this objection, permit me to make use
of a comparison. Supposeé you were endowed with such extra.

~ eannot know, unless he knows all the future actions of his creatures. Datk indeed .
must be the prospects of the Supreme Ruler of the universe; and awful must be his'
suspense amiJ anxiety, while sitting at the helm of affairs. He'can maké no pro-
vision béforeliand to meet an emergency, but must govern the univérse by sudden

. shifts and expedients. This theory is not only contrary to sound reason, but is

.~ contradicted by ull the prophecies, and by the whole tenor of scripture. -

. "To avoid these dreadiul conseguences, some have invented a theory, if possible
still more apsurd, viz.- that although God could if he pleased, foreknow all the
valuntary actions of his creatures, yet that he ckooses not to know them, lest by
rendering them certain he should infringe the liberty of the will, This schems 1s
préssed with all the difficultics of the former one, and in addition has some that
are pecnliat to itself, - It represents the all-wise God, as putting & system into-
operation, shutting his eyes, and refusing todook’at all its consequences, and of .
thoice, remaining ignorant whether it will eventuate in his glory; plunging for-
ward in the dark! -~ According to the first of these theorics, God is necessarily im- .
perfeet; according to the last, hie is voluntarily so- This hypothesis'was advocated
‘by the Chevalier Ramsay, and fromn him it has been adopted by the learned and
eccentric Dr. Adam Clatke: There is little danger of its being advocated by ‘any
refleeling theologian. But it serves to show how heavily the doctrine of the divine . .
foreknowledge presses upon Arminidnism. Sl e

V)
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(3. Did your decree ‘or purpose, render the use of means

unnecessary, or make it a matter of indiflerence whether the book
. .were given or niot! No: your intention did not interfere with the .

relation between cause and effect. It embraced within itself the
means of its fulfilment.. You not only determined to eflect the
reformation, but you- determined to effect it by giving the book,
without which no- salutary results would have taken place. By °
your decree; then,. “ the hberty or contingency of second causes -
was not taken away, but rather established.” . co

You will be able to make such an application of these remarks,

-as will remove all the apparent contradictions in the statement of

the doctrine of foreordination. o RN .
- Obj. 4th. 1f the certainty of men’s actions is determined, how
can they act otherwise thanthey do?  Ans. They can if they will.~ ~ -~
They have the power. A man is able to commit a wicked action 3.
which it is certain he will not commit. And-he has power to. *
refrain from-an act, which it is still absolutely certain he will per-

- form. “But if I had done otherwise thar I did to-day, would not

" God have heen disappointed?” No: If you had done otherwise,

~ the certainty would have been otherwise. o

" Tt is true that the words can and could are sometimes nsed with -
reference to mere certainty.. In this sense they are found in John
12:39, « Therefore they could mnot believe, because that -Esaias
had said,” &c. Here the sacred writer speaks of the prophecies
as making it- cerfain that the Jews would not believe. 1n the
same sense the words are used in many ancient theological wris
tings. * Hence in our Confession, chap. IIl.sec. IV, we are told . -

" that the number of the predestinated caw neither be in¢reased noy -

‘diminished. . In this passage, the word can is used in reference’

_to mere certainty, and not to power. This is evident indeed from .
the scripture quoted in the margin.. “ The foundation of the
Lord standeth sure, having this seal, the Lord knoweth them that = =

" are his” But employing the words "can and could in their usual -

_acceptation, we say with propriety that free-agents ¢an, (have - .
power,) to do otherwise than they actually do. - - = \

Obj. 5th. Why was pot language so vnpopular and so liable

‘to abuse, as that om the subject of the decrees, left out of our - -

standards? - Ans. Why is such language found in the scriptures? -
' Why did Paul say, “ predestinated according to the purpose of
him who worketh all things according to the. counsel of his owr

‘will’? Why did he not leave out' the whole of his first chapter to -
the. Ephesians, and the 8th .and 9th to the Romans? No deubt
there are many 'who would gladly have omitted them, and who -

“ would now expunge them from the Bible if it were'in their power,

The scriptures contain abundance of language as.unpopular, and
as liable to abuse as any used in our Confession. Indeed I have'
often thought that. thete are many passages, which, if adopted

‘

- c
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&:'iemed by chance. Which of the two will you have to reign,
.ar Chance!? P o R

I know that wicked men do not like the government of a holy
God. They have not confidence enough in his wisdom-and good-
ness, to trust their interests with him. They think they can order
events better than God. They would wish to be above him.
They would like to reign themselves. They weould rather con-
sign the universe to the gloomy dominion of blind chance, thay to
see it in the possession of a wise and holy God. “ S

But what say you, my Christian friends; are {on willing ‘to
take the dispasal of events out of the hands of God! Is there any
creature to whom it may be more safely committed? Do you
think you could order things better than your heavenly Father?
In reviewing his dispensations toward you, can you part with the
idea that “all was for the best?” When bereaved by the hand of
man, will you refuse to say with Job, « The Lord gave and the
Lorp hath taken away”? Are you willing to trust your dearest
interests to the fluctuations of chance? Tossed on the tempestucus
acean of life, assailed by the storms of affliction and temptation,
can you do without a skilful pilot? Part with this doctrine, and
. then what will become of that precious promise, * Al things shull
wark together for good”? Remember that - if one single event of
your lives has been left to chance, that event may accomplish
your ruin. But I know what you will say. « Let me now fall into
#he hand of the Lord, for very great are his mercies, but let me rot
Jallinto the hand of man.” “éﬁfe Lord reigneth, let the earth re-
joice” Iu this sentiment you are not alone.. Heaven with all its
countless myriads unites with you.  “And I heard, as it were, the
‘voice of a great multitude, and as the voice of many waters, and
as the voiee of mighty thunderings, saying, ALLELUIA, FOR THE

 Lorp Gon OMNIPOTENT REIGKETH.” o _

~ IL THR SALVATION OF INFANTS. o e R
The next thing T shall notice, is the charge brought against us
of holding the doctrine of “INFANT DaMNATION.” And here I
" would observe, that although I have been sixteen years in the
“ministry, I have never yet heard such an opinion expressed con-
cerning infants, by any minister, or member of our church. And
although I have myself, of late, been_accused of preaching “ that
there ave infants in hell of @ span long,” you know that, so far as
I have ventured to express any opinion on the subject, it has been
- ef the very opposite kind. In order, however, to fasten upon us
this odious tenet, our enemies have caught hold of a passage in.
- gur Confession, under the head of “ effectual calling,” wEi_ch reads
“thus, « Elect infants, dying in infancy, are regenerated and saved
by Christ, through the Spirit, who worketh when, and -where,

and how he pleaseth,” ~ “Now,” say they, “if some infants

-
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extended to all, even to the-evil and unthankful. It is through his
death, that all sinners are respited from immediate punishment;
aad the - sincere offer of eternal life through faith in his blood, is
" adthorized to be made to them. To those who enjoy the light of
the gospel, these offers.are actually made. - All these invaluable
blessings, I say, flow down to mankind, through the atouenient.
They are experienced, even by those who persist in imjeniency
to the last. But the question concerns only the cleansing and
saving ethicacy of the atonement. - -

_ 3. It is adinitted, nay it is earnestly contended, that the atone-
.ment is of unlimited value,”or sufficiency.  The sufferings of
Christ, would not, perhaps, have been less, if he had designed to
save but one sinner. They would not, probably, have -been
greater, if he had intended to save a thousand worlds. Such is
the infinite efficacy -of the blood, of Calvary, that it will cancel
guilt to any extent, to which it isapplied. If God had seen fit to-
make an actual application of it to the finally impenitent; they
would all doubtless have been saved. If the whole world should

~ believe on Christ, they would actually experience its cleansing and . -
saving benefits. No sinner ever perished through a want of
sufficienty in the atonement.~. Hence God authorizes a sincere.
offer of mercy to all sinners, even'to those, who, he is certain,
will never accept of it. But the sufficiency of the atonement is
one thing, and its application is another thing. Tle question in

-debate touches only the latter. - S .
Thus we have the point to be discussed reduced to this narrcw
. compass. Did God design an application of the saving benefits of
the atonemont to all mankind? -We are free to conféss we cannot,

-_. answer this question in the affirmative. In so-doing, we could not

in any rational manner escape the doctrine of universal salvation.

Only admit that (God is able to effect his purposes, and see -where
such a position would inevitably carry us. e
" God designs an application of the saving benefits of the atone-
" ment to all mankind. . ' ST LT
But whatever God designs he will infallibly accomplish.
- Therefore an application of those benefits will actuaily be v 4,4,
‘20 all mankind. R ' ‘
Aggin. The finally impenitent are a part of mankind.-
" Therefore an upplication of those saving benefits will a
made to the ﬁnallg impenitent. But can this be true?
Take. another view of the subject. The atonemert o Christ, is
“ a proper, real, and full satisfaction” for sin. Burt - (iid the L(’)rd
- Jesus «“fully satisfy the justice of his Father” for a' y'i10 cins of all
“mankind; and does the Father notwithstanding, - e';x act it again of
sinners; exact beyond what justice requires—— "4 oo iceg
. the law’s demands? ~ Brethren, is this the dos ., . R
LG 1AW s (F e . strine we are called
~on to substitute for that of our venerable sta- 4240

ctually be

®
.
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s »

. Now. if, as some contend, the Lord Jesus designed his atonement, in

. the same sense, for the finally impenitent, as for the ﬁgople of God;
e

why did he not pray alike for both! Why does
intercession to those who “ shall believe” in him!
I shall notice a few objections.

confine his

0bj. 1st. Do not the Scriptures say that Christ “died for all,”
and “tasted death for every man;” that he “gave himself a
ta'.ns?im ?for all,” and “is the propitiation for the sins of the whole
world” o .
" .Ans. If we should admit, (what I think cannot be proved,) that
the words all, every man, &c. in these passages, are intended to
include the whole human family; still they will not-clash with the

- views we have presented, but rather corroborate them. For as

these passages do mot prove that all men are actually saved, so

. neither do they afford evidence that the atonement was designed

to save all. But they would establish the position we have alrea-
dy contended for, that there is an4mportant sense in which Christ
died for the whole world. Not only did he shed his blood to
make an atonement sufficient for all, but he authorized its offers
sincerely to be made to all, even to the vilest sinners. But there

is no Scripture which asserts that he died in the same sense, for

all mankind. * On the contrary, the apostle Paul, in his first epistle

‘to Timothy, 4:10, says that Jesus Christ “is the Saviour of all

men, specially of those that eeLieve.” The same important dis-.
tinction prevails in every part of the Bible.* ’

" “But is it not said, } Cor. 15:22, “as in Adam all die, so in
_Christ shall all be made alive”? T answer;'if you will look at_the -
‘connéction in which this passage stands, you will find that the

apostle is speaking of nothing but the resurrection from the dead. .
-But - does no Peter ‘speak of persons “denying the Lord that

< bought them, and" bringing upon themselves swift destruction”?
~ Itistrue; but they had never experienced the saving. efficacy of
the atonement. They were only “ bought,” or respited from im-

o '{Since wﬁtihg the above I have discovered that my views on the suﬁje’é:t' are the
-same that are supported by Calvin in his Comments, written towards the close of
. hislife. I subjoin a few extracts. - e ‘ '

“ Romans 5:18. % Communem omnium Ngmtia.m'facit -Quia oinnibds'exposiu;, est, -
non quod ad ‘omnes extendatur re ipsa.  Nam etsi passus est Christus pro peccatis

.- totius mundi, atque omnibus indifferenter Dei benignitato offertur, non tamen
. - : - b

emnes apprehendunt.” - R L .
1 John 2:2. “Hic movetur questio, quomodo mundi totius peccata expientur?—

- aliqui dixerunt—sufficientur pro totb‘mtlmdo passum ‘esse Christum, ‘sed pro eléctis
tantum efficaciter. Vulgo haec solutio in scholis obtinuit: -Ego quanquam verum
.esse illud dictum fateor, nego tamen praesenti loco quadrare.”,

. 2Peter2:1. * Redemit nos Christus ut populum haberet segregatum ab omnibug
mupdi- inquinamentis, addictum sanctitati et innocentim. Qui i'%itur ~ @Xousso
ristum abne-

R -

garé a quo redempti sint.”



Digitized by GOOS[G



]

’,

4

. - the Holy

’

. -OF THE BIBLE. . 21

‘ed by God; inasmuch as God is willing that he should come 7f ke
‘will, and stands reddy to receive him if he comes; the offer is to be
‘considered as sincere notwithstanding his foreknowledge. Imake
the same answer to the above objection; and if the scheme of our
opponents is thus freed from difticulty, so is mine.*

1V. DiscriMiNaTING . GOODNESS. : o : .
In- the fourth place, unpleasant feelings have frequently been
~ entertained towards us, because we cannot believe that a/l man-
kind are placed on an equal footing as to spiritual advantages.

But here we must not please men but God.

¢ idea that all man-

}kind are, all things considered, equally well situared, as to their
‘prospects of salvation; ‘may be beautiful in theory, but: will nét
stand before the light of scripture and stubborn facts, - It is true
“that'where less is given, less will be required. But, after all, how
\'can we suppose, that children brought up by unfaithful parents, are
as well off on the whole as those who have been trained up in the
“ nurture and admonition of the Lord? - And how can we believe
' that the heathen are as favorably situated, in respect of eternal
happiness, ‘as Christians! . Would you be willing, my ftiends, to
exchange situations with them, and take theirchance of salvation,
80 to speak, instead of your own! Surely the apostles were not
so minded, or they would not have labored and sufered as they .

" did, to extend the  light of ‘the gospel among them. Nor would = -

Christians, at the present day, make such sacrifices as they do in

the missionary cause, if they believed that all men were alike favor-

ably situated as to eternal happiness. Indeed if that doctrine be
" true, the gospel is no blessing; and we have beeh wrong in ex-
‘-{)ressing gratitude to God that he has cast our lot in & Christian
a. S .

nd.

« But, at least, does no

t the Spirit of God sttive equally 'wi:h all

- ten?” My brethren, I know nothing about the extent to which’
pirit operates upon mankind. I cannot look into the
"-hearts of all. This is one of those secret things which belong
“unto God, and I have to do only with what he has revealed. It
_is true that the Lord Jesus lightens every man that cometh into

. _-the world, with the light of reason and conscience. (Rom. 2:15.)
© It is also true that Paul says, “ the manifestation of the Spirit iy

%41 reach yott out a book ‘and say, ¢ kere take this booky can 1 be sincers in my’

offer, if I do* not interd you shall have {t?” The deception in this mode. of repfe- .

- senting the offers of salvation, appears in this. It takes for granted two things

- twhich are not true; first, that.the great Jehovah is altogether such an one as our.
selves; secondly, that he offers to bestow salvation on meh whéther they believe or

- not; whereas the same. anthority, by which we inake the offer, declares, “he thaf

- "believeth not shall be damned.” If I offer to give a book to each person who comes

" to'my house, if I have taken sufficient paing to have 4 supply fully equal to the de-

~ mand; if T hinder none from coming; if 1 actually give a book to every one who does
eome, those who stay away cannot

them,

charge me with insincerity "in invitmg
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eredit. It will, therefore, be higtily necessary in

the subject, to guard it against the misreprese
enemies, and to define it as clearly and accuratel

I remark then,

1. That it is no part of the doctrine of election,

a part of mankind merely to.damn them. 'This is an
cast upon it by its enemies. But it is not true. Electi
erly speaking, has nothing to do with the damnation of

- -sinner. It is a mere purpose of love and mercy, proceed

that God who affirms with an oath, that he has no pleast
death of the wicked. If he destroys sinners, it is becat ]
Eerditi()n is inseparably connected with his own glory and the
ighest good of the universe. At the same time} in itself consid-
ered, he desires the happiness of all his creatures.*
‘2. It is no part of election, that the elect will be saved, let them
do what they may. It is certain” that “ without holiness no man
" shall see the Lord.” The elect cannot be saved unless they come
to Christ, and experience the renewing influences of his Spirit.
'They can no more enter heaven without a preparation for it, than
the non-elect. If a man is never concerned about the salvation of
his soul, if he never attends upon the means of grace, if he does
not repent and flee to the Saviour, there is nothing in election that
will save him. « Chosen,” says the apostle, “through sanctifica-
tion of the Spirit and belief of the truth.” .
8. It is no part of election, that the non-elect will not be saved
et them do what they may,  If they would reperit and believe the
ospel, there is nothing m election that would destroy them. If
ey would come to Christ he would “in nowise cast them out.”

" % In'Buok’s Theological Dictionary, the Cumberlands tell the public that th'ey )
-digsent from the Confession of Faith, *in that, 1st, there are no eternal reprobates.’
. As no such expression occurs in our standards we were at a loss to know their

_ “meaning. Our embarrassment was not a little increased by a passage in their

‘own' Confession, - which appeared to maintain the very thing they condemn. ’ *
‘Pagé 12, “If—the sinner finally grieves the Spirit of God to depart from him,
" hp becomes doubly and ETERNALLY REPROBATED.” At last, however,
we found a clew to the mystery, in a definition they have given in page 11, of

' _‘the doctrme they oppose under that name. According to them it is “a  sov-

. ‘eveign determination of God to create millions of rational beings, and for his
~own glory, damn them eternally in hell without regard to moral rectitude, or
“sin in the creature.” Horrid indeed! Who would riot dissent from - the Con-
fossion, if it contained such a doctrine? But.charity ¢onstrains us to. believe,
-gither that they had:never attentively examined it, or if they did, werc not
- pufficiently familiar with-theological terms to arrive at its true meaning. For
_we may safely defy any man rationally to infer such a.dectrine from our stan-
“dards. It is true. there are some expressions of Paul, Peter, and Jude, quoted
in the third chapter, which may seem harsh to them. "Thus Jude says, that
- mngodly men were. before of old ofdained to condemnation. And the framets,
. of our standards, thinking it no harm to use the language of the Bible, have-
‘said that they were  ordained to wrath and dishonor for their sins.” Now if
“they had used the exuet langunage of scripture, instead of adding the explana-
~tion. “for'their sins,” what would. our ‘enemies have said?. .. L
R N4 N : .
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! Does it detract at all from the glory of his wisdom, justice,
and mercy! Can you condemn him tor pursuing the very course
he ought to hawve: taken if his purposes had never been formed un-
til the time? Can you censure him for resolving to make a des-
perate effort to save some of his rebellious subjects! This were
to blame him for being merciful. Will you condemn him because
he determined beforehand to make a public example of some of the

OF 'PHE BIBLE.

" rejecters of his merey? - Can you say that he fixed their condition

by his decree, and thus rendered it impossible to accept his pardon?
o. They fixed their condition themselves. They were ¢ ordained
to wrath and dishonor for their sins.” The monarch’s determin-

- ation to punish was, in the order in which it stood in his mind,"

subsequent to their refusal of a pardon.* o ,
Finally; will ?you censure him for not constraining all to subrit
to his proposals! This is to allow him no room for the exercise

- of discretion.. The good of his empire might, for aught you know,

require that he should make examples of some of the obstinate

_ rebels.

. Now although no illustration will exactly meet the case; yet,
1 think, 1 have, in-every material point, exhibited the Calvinistie
wiew of election. S -

. 1. God is the soyereign Lord of the universe. This little spot

> of his dominions has rebelied against him. AH mankind are in a-

~ state of sin and condemnation; all are exposed to his. wrath and

curse. . « .
2. God, in infinite mercy, has offered a.pardon to rebels of

" Adam’s race, through the “sufferings and death of a Redeemer.

His languge to all is, © Whesoever will, let him come;” and “ him
‘that eometh ‘unto. me I will in nowise cast out.” But notwith-

_standing the free offer of pardonm, mankind are all disposed to
eontinue in their rebellion, and “will not come” to Christ that
‘they might have life. - Like the persons mentioned by our Lord

in the parable of the supper; « they all with one consent began to

-make excuse.” Left to himself, every individual of mankind will’

reject - the offer of a Savieur, and sink to endless ruin. If God

“.does net interpose, in the omnipoté,nciy- of his grace, to subdue the
1l

- merey, and Christ will have bled and died in vain. |

obstinacy of the sinner’s heart, all will perish in the refusal of his

a It is generally admitted that God from eternity determined to punish all the
ﬁ'na.llz‘lm'peniterit, knowing, at the same time, who the finally impenitent would
“be.

‘he Calvinist only adds to this, that God is able to overcome. their wilful ob-

.wiinaey, and bring them to an acquiescence in the terms of salvation, but, for wise

reasons, permits themn to-continue in sin and become, to the whole universe,/ap--

* palling monuments of his justice. And herein: consists the sovereignty of his
“dispensations towards them. Thus their destryction is of themselves; and -their
- vefusal:of me¥gy was, in the order in which it stood in-his mind, prior to his deter-

amination to punish. Our Gonfession of Faith assignsy as the only reason why the

nen-elact cannot be saved, that “ they do not traly. came. to. Christ.” Chag. X. §1V.

-
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“them that love God.” And how does he prove it

OF THE BIBLM 2%

rurrost of him who worketh all things after the counseL of Ais
own wilk” Does not this look like election? :
Turn now to the eighth chapter to the Romans. At verse 28,
the apostle asserts that “ all things shall work to%ether for good to
By a reference
Yo the eternal purpose of God in election. “ And we know,” says
he, “ that all tgings shall work together for good, to thein that love

| God, tothem whoare the called according tohis purpose. For whom

he did foreknow he also did predestinate to be conformed to theimage

- of his Son, that he might be the. first-born among many brethren.
- Moreover; whom he did predestinate them he also called, and
- whom he cailed them he also justified, and whom he justified them

he also glorified.” Now if the doctrine of election be not true,
what force is there in his ar'%\ument? C

In Thess. :2:11,12,18, we have this declaration. - * And for this
cause, God shall send them strong delusion that they should believe
a lie; that they all might be damned who believed not the truth,
but had pleasure in unrighteousness. But we are bound to give
thanks, alway to God for you, brethren beloved of the Lord,
‘because God hath from the beginning owosEN you unto salvation,
through sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the truth.” And
m 2 Tim. 1:9. we read, “ God hath saved us and called us with an
doly ‘calling, not according to -our-works, but according to his own

- purpose and. grace, which was given us in Christ Jesus before

the world began” Surely, language has no meaning, unless these

. passages assert the doctrine of personal election to holiness and

salvatxon. R : . . .
When Paul preached the gospel at Antioch in Pisidia, we are

‘informed, that “as many as were ORDAINED t0 RTERNAL LIFE

believed.” Acts 13:48, And at the commencement of a Christian

* tchurch at Corinth, God looked on the heathen inhabitants and said

to Paul, “ I have much people in this city” Who were these
people; and why should the Lord call them his, before their

. donversion!

Let us now hear what Jesus, our divine teacher, has said on this

subjects  He “was foreordained before the foundation of the
. world” to be a Mediator; and entered intonn engagement to give .

his life as a ransom for-sinners. But would he undertake the

 painful task on -an uncertainty? Would he tonsent to endure the
“sorrows of Gethsemane, and the anguish of Calvary, leaving'it to

chance, or to the depraved héart of man to decide, whether any
should ever be redeemed by his blood?” No: he well knew, that
in such_an event, not one soul would ever be saved; and. that he
himself would reap no reward. of his death. Hence it was rea-

. dered certain that somé should come to him, and experience the-

saving benefits of hig sufferings. - We read of a promuse of eternal
life 5qfore the world &egam it. 1:1,2: “ Paul—an apostle of Jesus
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. ‘able to pluck them out of my Father’s hand.” Elect Gentiles
were counted as sheep before their converj‘swioh.,.'.;“‘ And other sheep
- T+have which are not of this fold; them also I must brizng, and they
_-shall-hear my voice.” John 10:16.* Again, he says-tothe Jews,
" wverse 26, “Ye believe not because ye are not of my sheep.” And'
alluding to the promise of the everlasting covenant, “all that
" the Father giveth me suaLL comr to me.” John 6:37. * Thou hast
given him power over all flesh, that he should give eternal life, To
‘AS MANY' AS THOU HAST 6ivEN Him.” John 17:2. To the mother
‘ of Zebedee’s children, he says, “ To sit on my right hand and on
. my left, is not mine to give, but it shall be given to them for
whom it is prepared of my Father.” Matth. 20:23. And again;
in his prayer in the garden, “Ipray for them, I pray not for the
world, but for them whom THOU HAST erveEN ME.” John 17:9
-Once more, he says, “No man:can come to me except it were
eiver uNto HiM of my Father.” Chap. 6:65. Many of. our
Lord’s hearers were highly .offended at this last -declaration, and
"% went back and walked with him no more.” Let me ask you,
my hearers, in the words of your Saviour, “ Will ye also go
- away?” Are any of you “ashamed of Christ or of mis worps”!
‘Remember they are the words by which you will be condemned ot
-acquitted at the last day. ~You may wrest, pervert, or oppose
them, but you cannot alter their meaning, or cause one jot or tittle
of them to pass away. You may now refuse to believe them, but
the time is coming when conviction will be pressed upon you with
" an, eloquence, infinitely surpassing that of human -or angelic
tongues. The day is approaching that shall behold. the- Son of
man bursting forth in dreadful glory from amid the clouds of hea-
ven, sudden and terrific as the lightning’s glare. He shall “ send
forth his angels and gather his ELECT from the four winds.”
- Then will he preach the doctriie of ‘election to an assembled unie
- - .Verse, loud as the thunders of the archangel’s trump.  To those
-~ on-his right hand,-he will say, “ Come ye blessed of my.Father,
=" “inherit the kip 4 PREPARED FOR YOU FROM THE FOUNDATION' OF
. TEE worLp¥ S R
y .~ Fromdhe passages quoted, it appears that election is, First, @
- = purpese of mercy. * According to his own purpose and-grace
given us in Christ Jesus.” 2 Tim. 1:9. Secondly, it is-an eternal
purpose. - Before the world began,” and « Before the foundation
- of the world.” - Thirdly, it is a_purpose: to save some. - “Chosen

-

-, *The. “Cumberlands,”in théir Confossion, paga 11—12, argue that none are elecp
before their conversion.- -On Matth, 24:24, *Ifit weve pogsihle, théy shall deceiva
the véry elect,” they reason thus, * It is evident thata man must be enlightened
in‘the knowledge of God, and"- His ‘Sont Jesus; which is’ eternal life, before he cam
ha,vg spirituql;w_'is_dom-t(i i gillse:ﬁin and d,f:w?ta:he deesiver.” Not so wery  evident

- #sthey may imagine. ould: be sorry if the gteat body of our prople, even those
wilio ate not sa’viggly enlightened, had ‘not wisdom »enouygh g:th’to * digcern, and, /f

/

detect deoeivers,’ of every déscription. .
/
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rather deny the scriptures altogether, than to attempt an €vasion-
of their proper meaning. Various expedients have.been emil:y-
ed to evade the passages which treat of election; and some have
" entertained unfriendly feelings towards us, because we could hot
adopt their expositions. Let us then examine some of them, and
see whether we are so highly censurable in rejecting them.
" 1. Some tell us that ALL MANKIND were “chosen in Christ.”
But let us try this mode of exposition upon a few passages.  Eph.
" 1:4,5. “ He hath chosen [all mankind] in him before the founda-
tion of the world—Having predestinated [all mankind] unto the
_ .adoption of children.” Again, Rom. 8:30. « He did predestinate
fall mankind]—called—justified—and glorified” them. " This is
universal salvation without much disguise. i o
- 2. Others think they can evade the offensive doctrine, by ex-
plaining the passages quoted, of an election of nations, and not of
persons. But has ever “chosen to salvation” nations, as
such? Has he “ predestinated” whole nations “unto the adoption
_.of children,” and given them to Christ?- Well, if so, they will
‘all come to him. Having been “ predestinated,” they will be
«¢ called—justified—and glorified;” and as nations consist of partic-
_ular persons, 1t is after all, a personal election. -
' 8. Another expedient, to get rid of the doctrine, is, to explain
those scriptures as meaning, that God predestinated some unto.
.salvation, because he knew that they would believe and be saved, at
.all events. 1 cannot adopt this scheme for several reasons. The
"FIRST i8, that it is mot countenanced by the scriptures. It is true, .
Peter says, “ Elect according to the foreknowledge of God.” And
‘we admit that God's election of ‘men is according to his foresight
-of the fall and ruined condition of our race; and to his knowledge
‘of the certainty, that without the interposition of his special
grace, all would refase his mercy and perish. But the inspired
“weriter does not intimate that he chose any because he knew they
~would have faith. Paul also says, “ Whom he . did foreknow he
“also did predestinate.” ' But the verb kvow is often used to signify.
-love. Thus, “1 know my sheep and am known of mine.” * De-
.- part from me, I never knew you.” "So in this case, “ Whom he
-did fore-know,”- or love from_ eternity, “them he did predesti-
‘nate,” « called;” &c. agreeably to his declaration in Jeremiah, « T
have loved thee with an everlasting love, THEREFORE With loving.
-kindness have Idrawn thee” 31:3. S
- - My secowp difficulty, in adopting the above scheme, is, that it
‘disagrees with the scripture. 'The apostle says, * God hath chosen
:you—through sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the truth.”
So far are faith and holiness in man, from being the moving cau-
ses of his election, that they are the only means through which
.. God fulfils his designs of mercy. =So, again, “as many as were
.ordained to eternal life believed,” Here it is evidently the design of
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Once more; if Gad chose men on account of foreseen goodness,
he may afterwards abandon them for. foreseen evil. And if he
selected them for the suke of their faith, he may cast them off for
subsequent unbelief; and thus the doctrine of the “ saints’ perse-
verance” falls to the ground. It cannot long be maintained by
those who deny personal election to holiness. If it be sajd that
the scripture is véry clear on the former doctrine, this is equally
true of the latter. And it requires at least ag much ingenuity to
erase the doctrine of election from the sacred page, asto set aside

" that of the saints’ perseverance.

Have we not reason to suspect the soundness of any system,

which cannot be supperted without elaborate criticisms, numerous
evasions of scripture texts, and frequent alterations in the common

_ translation? And may not our suspicion be confirmed, when we

see the advocates of that system plainly ‘manifesting a dislike to
some parts of the Bible, never referring to them, except it be to
do away their obvious meaning, and appearing always displeased,
when they are read or quoted, even without comment, by others?
Do not these things betray a lurking consciousness oly holding
some opinions, not easily. reconciled with the word of God? .

T proceed now, to reply to a few objections, which may be"
‘urged against the doctrine of election. »

. Objectian 1. If election ke true, some must be saved, and some

must be Jost. . - Lo o

Answer." It is true that some will certainly be saved; but it is not
true that any must necessarily be lost, let them do what they may.
-Election doés not say that a part of this congregation wust orwill

- perish,  For aughbt weknow, you may all be-included in God’s

urpose of mercy. If you can be prevailed on to come to the
§ayionr,.wg shall be sure of this. And *wmy heart’s desire and
. Now throw aside the doctrine, and- see if the co.nditibn‘“of
anankind will be bettered. ‘Wil a single sinner be saved without

- prger to God for you” all, “is that you may be saved.”

- lection that will nat be saved with ! No. "Fhraw away God’s

.¥pecial purpose to save, and all will continue in sin and perish. -

- Obj. 2. “If1 am not one of the elect, what good will it do if I

@0t Christ™.

5 effactual all,” is ®not at all from sny good foresen in men who js altogether

dead in 'sin—until by the ‘Holy Spirit he is enapled "to ahszpr this all.” Page 27.

-:And4hat man is* dizebled, made opposits to all ‘good,” ind has lost all ability of
30l to any spirityal ﬁfﬁ accémpanying salvation™—and is “*fot ablé by his own

- strength ko coqver meglfor to prepary himgelf thereunto without diyine pid.”
_pp. 16and 24. hese: passage f

s ay surprise some who have héard the preichers of

*_¥hat body, aiid have leariied ther parts of their befief

“ e ‘have already remurked npon their entire want of acquaintance with the

Sheqlogical system of pthers. - And if we may juilge from'their Confession of Faith
‘and o&n.::lv%‘gmgs, {;ﬁﬁ:éwn ‘system is inaznite an unfinished "state; and what it

" - ¥ndybecomé, when rédiiced to order and ‘eonsistericy, We cannot ventureto predict.

‘Farthe ér.g_ it s?ikea ‘most intelligent persons, us strangely incobérent; - -

i

.
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‘ot the noble of this world, for he calls “not many” of them. He
does not accept the person of the rich, on account of his wealth,
but has “ chosen the poor.” Hae still treats men uniformly accord-
ing to their moral characters, so that “in every 'nation he that
feareth God and worketh righteousness is accepted of him.”
- 0bj. 6. If election be true why need I use any exertions to
obtain salvation? ' R L '
. Answ. God’s decree,’ instead of taking away the necessity of
means, rather establiskes it. He determined 'to ,save Noah by
-imeans of the ark, but that did not render the ark unnecessary. - He
determined to save Paul and his fellow passengers from shipwreck,
by the exertions of the sailors; but did this render their exertions
superfluous?! God had promised to give him all that sailed with
him.. Yet, as the shipmen were about to flee out of the ship,
“ Paul said to the Centurion, Except these abide in the ship, vE
CANNoOT BE sAVED.” Because God had determined to deliver these
States from European oppression, by the instrumentality of
‘Washington and his compatriots, does it follow that there was no
- need of their services! If the Lord has designed that we shall soon
“have.a new and more commodious house erected on this spot for
his worship, as we hope he has, is it therefore unnecessary to
provide materials, and-employ workmen? -And if God has de-
termined to bless iyou with a bounteous harvest, does that prove
that you may safely neglect to sow the seed? So, if you leave
your salvation to-God’s decrees, without. any anxiety or exertion
on your. part, you will sink to hellin spite of elections ¢ Chosen,”
~says the Apostle “ ruroven sanctification of the Spirit and belief of
the truth.” B R e
. Obj. 7. The doctrine of election is discouraging., <
. Answ. Who is disheartened by. it! Ministers of the gospel? -
" No: it affords them the greatest encouragement they can enjoy.
Was it, think you, disheartening to Paul, when visiting the corrupt

~. ity of Corinth, to be told by the Lord, “I have much people in

“this city”?. O, take.not from us this most precious truth of the
Bible! ;{Inder the burdens and trials of the ministry, we must sink
~without it. . But is this doctring -discouraging to praying Chris
dang? O, no. They never beg of God to convert a careless
sifiner witheut a tacit confession of its truth and preciousness,
-made in pleading with the Lord, that he would himself determine
the.question of the man’s salvation, by the interposition of his own

- special constrgining influgnce. Were it believed by them, that the

estiny of immortal soul$ had been committed to chance, or to the
- waygvard inclinations of the natural heart, the lips of prayer would
be sealed in everlasting silence. - To' whom, then, is the dactrine

~ discouraging! To the anzious sinner! No. He casts himself -
.upon this glorious truth, as his last hope. When driven from all
 his “ refnges of lies,” he is brought to feel, that “ if discriminating
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and did he neglect the service of his Divine Mastei?- Did hé
labor less than the other apostles? Only ask the question whetht
er Calvinists, at the present day, are less engaged than others i
Bible, Tract, Temperance, and Missionary Societies, in Sunday
‘Schools, and gther efforts for the conversion of the world. Will
it be said that the doctrines exert an injurious influence upon so-
‘ciety? Let us appeal to fact. Which are the most moralized

- portions of Continental Europe; and what is their prevailin,

creed! What part of Great Britain is most distinguished for
%uri'ty of morals; and what theological system predominates?
‘Nay, apply these questions to our own country; and then ask for
the ‘creed of the most immoral portions of: Protestant Christen-

- ‘dom, and the objection will vanish. Besides, that objection would

Tie with equal force against the doctrines of the Saints’ Perseve-
rance, Justification by Faith, and many others. Co

I grant there is one way in which they may do harm.” When
the enemies of them labor to impress the public mind with the
idea, that Calvinists believe that God is the authot ‘of sin; that
they dengéfree-’agency, and consider the use of means unnecessary;
I saw, when efforts are used: to impress such ideas upon peorle,
-some will take occasion to say, “If all these large and respecta-
‘ble bodies hold such sentiments, there is a strong probability of

- their truth, and we may be safe in acting accordingly.” - In this
.way harm may be, and is often done, not by the truth, butby its ene-
- ‘mies. 'The doctrines have many important uses. They display,

- din'a elear light, the total depravity and entnity of tg;
“heart, -in that, without the special age‘ncy of ‘the Holy Spirit, afl

human

‘would have rejected the overtures of reconciliation. - They show

“the sinner his inexcusableness, whilst-continuing it sin.  They dis+ .~

"oover to the Christian what he would have been but for constraining,
sgrace; and teach him to give the glory to God alone, who “has
‘mide him to differ” from others. They make it apparent, that
God is not such an one as ourselves, and thus correct those false
‘notions of his character, which we are apt to entertain. They
'ﬂis‘pfay the mercy of God in its most transcendently glorious
point of view, as making a fast desperate eflort in behalf of a'sink-
g world. They areset in the scripturesas “a sign to be spoke#t

".,%finsft—'thac the thoughts of many hearts might be revealed”

ey discover who is willing 'that” the Lord should reign; who

<hds tonfidence enough in his "wisdo'r‘h,f‘puri‘t{’y, dnd goodness, fo
- -trust all ‘events in His-hands; and are‘adapted to

-fay open to view
-the hypocrisy of ‘those who ¢ty- hosannafi, but ate hostile to the
r&?mmem’of Jehovah.  No wonder that dottrines so ‘exalting to

. “God, so hymiliating to tman, should, i a world like this, be unpop-
- *ilar.  But:shall ‘we, theréfore, 'abandon then? Did~thbvswggﬁr
tever hidethe truth; to icréave tHe Humber ufhis Tollowers? Had
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s

prejudice of the authors; and prize the truth in the same.propor-

‘tion that it is violently assailed by its enemies. I conglude by
urging upon you the apostolic admonition, Rom. 16:17,18. “Now
I beseech you, brethren, mark them which cause divisions, and
~ offences, contrary to the doctrine which ye have. learned; and
. avoid them. For they that are such, serve not the Lord Jesus

.~ Christ, but their own belly; and by good words and fair; speeches
~ deceive the hearts of the simple.” T




Digitized by GOOS[G



	Front Cover



