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2 KiNnGgs 1. 12.

And Elifba faw dt, and be cried, my Fatber, ”)
Fatber, the Chariot of Ifracl, and the Horfemen
thereof.

a2p2sabpcts HE S E Words are the Encomium
ﬁ% ﬁ 8 E: of Elijab, one of the greateft Prophets;
ﬁ' : thc Hlﬂ'ﬂl"y of whofe Lite 1s full of

ﬂiw % Wonders, and f(hines in the antient
ITTH B Annals of Ifrael. He was remarkable
'@@@@ for burning Zeal, undaunted Courage,
and miraculous Gifts : The Terror of boldeft Trant
greflors, and favourite of godly Men. As he was
wery jealous for the Lord God of Hoffs, and fought
not his own Glory, fo God eminently honour’d him
while he liv’d on Earth, but {till more in his De--

parture hence, having trnnﬂarfJ bim that be [how 4

mot  fee Death, Ot this God gave him previous
Notice: And when the Time drew near, in which

he was to be taken up to Heaven, he vifited the
Schools of the Prophets, as one tenderly concern'd
for the Prnfperit}r ot the Church Militant. He was
accompany’d by his faithful Attendant Eljhe, who,
full of Affetion to Lis honoured Malter, abfolutely
rctufed to leave him.

The intended Vifitation being rﬁ:irm’d the
venerable Sages walk’d along, converling, dﬂubtleﬁ,
with an heavenly Relifh, of the 1 IH'IPUITII'II Concerns
of Rehgznn when all of a fudden appeared a Chariot
¢f Fire, and Horfés of Fire. Holy Angels are em-
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ploy’d in carrying departed Saints into Arebam’s Bae !
gm; and we may jultly couclude that it was they
who aifum’d the Figure of a Charior, and Horfes,

% .that in Brightnefs. not in Heat, refembled Fire. They |
carry invilibly the departed Souls ot the righteous to
Glory, but as Elfjab  was to be tak-n to Heaven
with his Body, there was the greateft Propricty in
their appearing vilibie ; and as he had acted the noble
Hero in the Caufe of God, it was fit and condecent,
that he fhou'd be carryed in State, like a glorious
Conqueror in his triumphal Chariot,

The Chariot, moft probably, appeared running
along upon the ground to meet them ; and parting them
Afunaer caught upElijab and alcended retulgentroHeaven,
Here we arc brought to an unvoiadable Paufe: OurTh»’ts
E‘lung'e and are loft, attempiing to follow him further,
Fancy cannot realize the vigorous, yct calmand peaceful
raptures thar elevared hisSoul. We cannot conceive the
Excefs of Bleflednefs which neceflarily fprang from the
open Vilton aof uncreated Glory, and the Health and
Purity of his own Spirit. Yca it never enter’d into bis
own Heart, what he now lelr and faw, upon the fudden
Change of his Condition from mortal and {inful,
to 1immortal and holv.

- Bur Elijhds Sitvation is more level to our Appre-
henfions ; behold the Aftorilhnisnt with which he views
this furprizing Phoeiomenon | He ftands in the fame
Spot motion'els as a Statue, his Eyes fixed, eagerly
Purfuing the fhining Charior, until he cou’d fee it no
pnore,~—nor cou'd refrain from gazing up into JH:TH"I;#H

ur

T Angels are called Seranhim, 7. e, The Borners, In
jai, 6. 2. And Cherubim, which foae caonfiderable Criticks
judge has Aflinity wtth Rrchubim Chariots. Angels are called the
Chariots of Goup, in P/dm €3 7. And m Pfalm 18, 10
Be is exprefly fatd to 'i'e unon a Cherub. Thefe Confide-
rasions, I p tinme, wi] fully juihty my Cenclufion that the
fr::y Char:ois and Horfes were An_dls, a.d nothing elle.



various Paflions in his Seul; the quikk Nerdioni of
Admiration, Joy, sad Gricl. But upon doep RtcoRECHY
Grief prevails :  His own Lofs, and that thlé“pub;&k,
& his Heart ; fo that he remt his Cloaths: 2% og
bereft »f Comfort, and cry’d, my Fatber, s Fesber,
#he Chariot of lfrael, and the Horjemen thereof. "He fo::;
fider’d himiclf as a deftitute Orphan, and “the Publick
as having loft it’s Strength and DBeawuty. Edayab’s
Departure is like the routing ot an Army : Now'the
Chariots . of Iffael, and the Horfcmen thereol are no
more.  Nothing greater cou’d be faid than ibis, nor
faid more greatly on the O:ccilion  And no- dotbt,
all of you fce at firft view whither they tend, and
how applicable the Words are to .that dear and Revererid
Man, whofe lamented Dcath aflords the fiad Octafion
of my pre(ent Dilceurfc from them., But that*thed®
Pertinency to  our prefent defign may appear, let &
be. cbferved, that Gofpel Minifters fucceed: it the
Room of the Oid Teitament Prﬂph:tl'.. lf thed
thele Words cou’d be faid of a Prophet, tﬁé’-
can  alfo of a faithful Minifter of the New "Teftia
ment, * . e
Should ary one argue, that they are npp!ithﬁé”té
none, but fuch as arc eminent above the ordinary
Rank, becanfe only fpoken of Eiiabh and E ibs;dant
" under

% =

¢ That Minifters of the New, are properly Sucreflors of
the Prophees of the Old Teftamen:, may be arpzu’d, not
only from the Samenels of their Employment as to the Sub.
flance thereof, but ulfo from their commoa  Appellations.
Minifters are called Propheis 1 Cor. 14, 2. 3. £ 29. 3. .and of-
tcneliewhere. A Prophet 1scallcd a Man of God. 2 Kings 1,
g 11.13, and 4. 7. 16, 32. &c. do alfo Minitters 1 Tim 6. 11,
2 Tim. 3. 17. Prophets are Mcflengers, Fob. 33 24. aad fo.are
Mioifters. 2 Cor. 8. 23.30d frequently Anpgels, a Word of the
fume ilmpert. | .




on the prefent Ucg -‘

. On the whole, the Text teaches usto confider faichful
Minifters, at leaft thofe thar exccll, as Fathers, the
Chariots. of Jfrae/, and the Horfemen thereof.

All that feems neceflary to be done, in Order to
the intended lmprovement, is to explain the Import
of thefe Phrafes : and fhew their Applicableneis to
faithful and eminent Gofpel Minifters.

Firft, I am to explain the Import of thefe Phraks,
Fatber, the Chariot ? Ifracl, and_Horfemen thereof.

1. The Term Father, fometimes denotes one in-
vefted with Power and Authority. Thus when Jfaisb
predi€ts that Eleakim (ball bave the Govermment com-
pissed imto bis Hands, it s added, and he (hall be
Fatber 1o the Inbabitants of ferufalems. The Antient
Romans rightly judg’d, that Fatber of bis Country was
the moft honourable Title they cou’d give their beft
and greatefl Confuls, and Emperors. The Original
and Errie': Authority among Men is that ef Parents;
and hence, in the Fifth Commandment, Father and
Motber arc mentioncd, rather than Magiltrates or
Minifters. ' r

Sometimes Tather denotes the Mafter of a Profeffion,
a Teacher or Inftrullor. In this Senfe “Fabal is call’d
the Fathcr of fuch as dwell in Tents: And Jubal of fueo
s hanale the Harp and Orgen. § And with the fame
view, the Vldeft and Chictof the Prophets were call’d
Fdrbfr;, ard the Yﬂ-ﬂﬂgfr Sons f Ibt P!‘Q?btf.f. f
Again, Fether is a Termof Refpet and Reverence.
Accordinzly we find them conneéted in Mal. 1. 6, If I
le a Forher, owcve i1 mine Fiomonr,

So Nauwsa's Servants, afprrfaching to him, call
him Fetfor: and the King of Ufrael addreflcs Elifha
with the fame refpeétful and afieCtionate Appeliation.
Aged

§ Ger, 4. 2021, 4 2 Kng 2, 1. 5. 7. &e.



' Men
Srude of 1 cach Wifdom 1 And hence this
nourable Title denotes one that is wile by long
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werfation is
al’d & Fathe is ftil'd the
Father of Belivers: ® He was worchy of Imitation,
both as to the Temper of his Heart, and Condu&
of his Life. So when God is fct forth under the
Relation of a Father, Imitation of him is recom-
mended ;: Whereby we are taught, that as Children
are prone to Coppy after their Fathers, fo Fathers
are, or ought to be proper Pawerns for their Imi-
tarion.

Befides all thefe, we find Tendermefs and Afeion
conneCted with the Idea of Farher; as alfo Care to
yrovide lor, direlt, reprove and corre@ his Children.
Y?: (o confefledly the Part of the Father to lay #p fer
Children, that if amy !rwicf: mo: for bis owmw, and
efpecially for thofe of bis awn Howfe, be bas demy'd
tg Faith, and is w:?& than an Infidel. And the
Language of eve#f@utiful Child is, my Farber, thou
art the Guide of my Tomb. The Fasthers of our Flefh
sorreld ws, apd Wwe give them Reveren for whas
Som 55 be whom the Fatber chaffneth mot,

Laftly, they are called Fathers who have been she
Inftruments of Converfion, On this ground the Apoftle
claims the Title of Fatber from the Corimthiam
Chriftians, when he fays, b0’ you bave tem Thowfond
Infiructors in Chriff, yet bave ye not many Fathers: For
#n Corift Fefus I bave begotten you thro’ the Gofpel.

2. The

* Remm, 4.11.12.14
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4. The other Phrafts, viz, Chariot and Horfemer,
may be conlidered conjuncliy. In General they fignify
military Strengths ProteClion, or Defence, and Qrnae
ment. |

1. That Chariots and Horfemen were efteem’d
the chief military Strength of a Kingdom, the Pfalmift
intimates, when he telis us, that[eme Truft in Chariots,
end [ime in Horfes. “fabinthought himfelf Safe, and
was terrible to his INeighbours, becaule o¢ bad nine Hund-
ved Cbariots of Irom. * And macy other inftances
might be produc’d to the fame Purpofe.

2. As a Confcquence of the Former, they were
confider’d asa Detence and Prote€lion. Hence, when
God o -remarkably appear’d for the Protellion of
his People trom the Egyptians at the Red-Sea, he is
faid to have rode wpon bis Hor[is and Chariots of Sai-
vatien. t And when the Syrian Hofts had encompafed
the City of Dothan, in ordcr to take Efifha ; and his Ser-
vant being {truck with great Terror, he pray’d that
God wou’d difcover the powerful Guard they had
againft their Enemies. . Ang the Lord opened tie Eyes
of the youmg Moan, and be [aw the whole Mountain
full of Horfes, and Chariots of Fire round about Elifha, %

3. Chariots are for Ornament, havieg commonly
been ufed for the Conveyance of hunourable Perfon-
ages. Accordingly, whin the Grandeur and Majelty
of Febovah is expreflid, he is reprefented as making
tbe Clouds bisCharive. And it is promifled as a Blefling
to the “fews, on Condition of their Obedience, that
there fLow’d enter into 1he Gates of Ferufulem, Kings
and Princes—— -iiding in Chaviots, and on  Horfes. §
And when the Sratclin:fs and Beaury of the Spoufe of
Chrift is defignedly fcr rorth, fhe is compared to a

Cﬂ?:lfa#j of Hor(ts in Pharaob’s Chariots
Ja the whole, we may conceive the Text as tho’

Elifna

. JUdng *. T 'i F..b % e R, * » I':.EF*J"E.. ﬂ ]?, 1 J{“T-I?;Ej‘..
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Elifbé had {aidk that; * however Eljabwas vilify’d by
“ many, and look’d upon as a common Peft, yet he
¢ was in Reality che moft important, moft ufeful, and
“ honourable Perfon in the Nativn; whoby his pious
« Example, feafonable Inftructions, and tervent Prayers,
 did more for the Dclence and Safety of Ifrael
¢ than all their Chariots and Horfemen.”

We ¢re now to maniteft fecondly, that thefe Characa
ters are applicabie to faithful Minifters of the New
Teltament. This will be evident from the tollowing
Obfervations. ;

1. God has iavefted them with Authority, and order’d
that they be honourd as Rulers in his Church,
Hence the Apoftie exhorts the Hebiews in thefe re-
markable Expreflions, remember them which have 1he
Rule over yow, who h..e (pokento you the Word of God,
~e=stbey them——and [(ubmit your (elves: for tbey Watch
for your Souls. * -—=It is conidedly the Duty of
Minilters to fpeak the Word of God, and watch
tor their Peoples Souls; and it’s plain that the fame
Perfons have alfo the Rule over them. It is true, their
Authority is not Legiflative, but Minilterial : thev are
not to be Lords over God’s Heritage, being only
appointed to put in Execution the Laws ot Chrilt 2
But even this is great Authority, and an high Truft,
Accordingly God commands his. People to Count thofé
who Rule well and labour in the Word and Dolirine,
2ortby of double Homour.t——dAnd to effeen them very
bighly in lue for their Work's [ake. ln thefe Diretti-
ons 1t is fuppofed, that faithful Minilters will behave
themiclves, in theDifcharge of their Oftice, with fuchDif-
cretion,Gravity,and dmpartiality as will command Efteem
and Rewerence ; and  will manage their Power with
(uch Propricry as tends to fecure the End ofit, viz, Edia

hcanog. 1
B ‘They

Y lleborg s 11 Tim, §.17. 1 Thel g. 12, 17,



* The Gravity th
of their Deportment, t to Men and
Z:al for the Glory of God, the Soundfefs "of the
Doltrine and . Holinefs ot their Livesy” gre to be fuch
as Believers may fafely imitate. They- ‘muft preach
and live the fame Thing. Then can they exhort,
their Audience to do wiat they b &
én them. § Lncoafiltency is the BN
Minifters. and will ever make "the

bale in the Eves of the People; nor will
Parts, and hoclt Accompiifhments protell thetr Cha~-

u

racter, or Screen them trom Cenfure. *

3. Faithful Minifters are careful, and affeQionately
tender, ot their Peoples belt Intercits.  They reprove
the guilty, Cenfure the fca dalous, inltruét che Ignorant,
and comiort the dd’c&-;d, with the Bowels of a Father.
Hence they can appeal to their Hoarers in the ftrain
of blefled Pau'; you know, bow we exhorted, and com-
feried, and charged every ome of ywm, as @ Father doth
bis Children, t Thfy do not pertorm the Circle of
Min'itcriat Duties for felhfh Erds, but are cxcired thereto
by i g wu'ne, and matural Care, t} for the Souls of the'r
Pope. And there is good Realon why they are thus
attccted, tor,

4. They are the Fathers of the Chaurch, in an higher,
aind more proper Scofe than any of th: ioremeationed
Reipects, being ordinarily the Inftruments of Regene-
ratien. By then Sinners are begorten thro the Gofpel
to @ lively bope, ¥%  tis the Conltitution of Gud, that
faith |h u'j come oy hearing : + Hence the Apole’s
ety i Argumontative 3 How (hail they believe in bim
of wiom they lLave wot bera?l nd how [hill tiey
Lear withont a Preacher 2 § It is remarkable, that thy’

God

¢ ( Tim. a 12, §Philg 9. T 2 Thel 2z, 11, 17T Phil.z,
so. ** zCor 4 13. tPeta1. %, 7 Ronnic.iz, §v.oi4.
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sn Bntel to Corwelins the Centuricn, § I°
ot fo #itro@ him in the Dodlrines of the Gofpel,
7 tQ dire& him o Peter, a Minifter of Chrift.

-
I

"_&. Fanhful Minifters ars the Defence, the Strength,
od Ormament of he Church. ' *
~ The Apoftle ‘confiders himfclf as one fer for. the
Defence afp.;be Gofpel. And to inanitelt that this is
% the Province of every Minifter, it is requir'd as e
Qualification for the Office, rhat they may be able,
0y found Speechjiibuth 1o exbort, and convince Gaina
Jayers, * Lt is expetled in a peculiar Manner from
them, that they fhou'd cndeavour to make up the Hedse
mnd Stand is the Gape. 1 To interpofe between an
offended Gid, and a finfu! People; and interced  for
them as AMfes often did ‘or Ijrael,

They are in a fccondary Way, the Support and
Strength of the Church.  Their Prayers, Inftruétions,
and examplary Steadynefs, are the Means ot Courage
and Strength to  cther Chriftians ; Hence they are
compai’d to Péllars, $} the known Supports of Build-
ings.

gLﬂﬁly thcy are the Church’s Ornament, This is
delign’d by the Appellation of Stars § trequently given
them ; and when the Church 1s reprefented as 2 Aoman
ad.uirably and glorioully apparclled, thefe Stars com-
pufe her Crewn.** The Apuitle exprefles this in Terms,
that feem f{till Stronger, while he calls them the
dngels of the Churcbes, and the Glory of Chrift, §§ Thus,
with 2 fpccial Empafs, timbul Minilters mﬂzr be
called the Chariots of Ifrael, and the Horfemen - theredf.
From this Doctrine we may take Occalion to ob-

furve,
1. Ihat

§ At 10.3. ¢ Tit 1. *Buck, 22. 30. #% Gal. 2 ¢
Y Rev.1, 20, }§ chap tz. 1, §§ ¢ Cus. 8. 23,



© ,

t That however much“the Miniflerial Office is
vilify’d by the Proud and [(mpious, yet it is and will
appear to be, a molt important, and honourable Office.
It muft be acknowledg’d a great Matter to bear a
Commiflion under the King nfg Kings, to be cloathed
with his Authority and entrufted with the vaft Con-
cerns of his Peoples Souls ; a People fo_deatly bought,
and fo infinitely beloved. But when Sinners reject
the Lord ot Glory himfelf, it is not marvellou: that.
they difdain his Servants. If they call the Mafter of
the Hﬂ!f Belzebub, bow much more may they of bis
Houlehold expect  [uch Treatment 2 § Elijab was a molt
eminent Man of Ged, tne Ornament of his Nation
and Age, and very ferviceable to Ifrae/; yet he was
confidir'd as a Blemith to the World, a*Trenbler of
Ifrael, * and fo treated as a Mifereant. But follow-
ing Generations commonly fee the Miltakes of their
Anceltors ; they Garnifh the Sepulchers of the righteous,
t whom their Fathers prefecuted to the Dcai, and
difclaim their impious and cruel Condu&. This comes
to pafs by the over-ruling Providence of God, who has
determined that excellent” Men fhall have an everlaft-
ing Name. The Charalter of an Elijab fhall bloflom
iz the Duft, tho’ it feem wither’'™d and dead while
he is alive. The moft unblemifh’d Lite may for a
Time, be oblcur’d by the Clouds of Obloquy and
Reproach ; but like the Sun, it will break thro® all and
Shine as the Neon-Day : § For God has undertaken te
Honour thofe wbo Homour bim. 41  Faithful Minifters
may therefore contentedly be counted 'vile, whillt they
approve themieves to (yod, and their own Coniciences;
being afluicd that they fhall appear in true  Colours,
ana vce glorious sn toe Eyes of the Lord, §§ notwithe
ftanding the Ewvy of all the World, We may,

2. Infterr, that {uch us are deltitute ot the Cha-
racters alrcady mentioned, are utterly unworthy of the
' Minilterial

§ Mat.1o. 27, "1 King. 18 17, t Mat, 23, 20. § Pial,
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memel ety Wre bue blind ~ wides, § they
are Aot eX uﬁpla? Converiation, are Stwomb..
ling  blocks™ before 1be Biind; they whe are er
rdneotls and profane are q:e Peachers and Promoter
of opén’ Rebellion againtt th&*Lord. They who feck
thetr own Glory betray their Trult, and a&t a moft
ocrfidisus Part.  H-, and only he, who fecketh bis.
Glory that (emthim, is true.§§ Therefre the Minifler
who fecks his own Honour, 1n Strictnefs ot Speech,
degrades himielf ; and God will make bim bafe before
¢l the People. * At eannot be {uppofed, that they who
are deftiture of Paternal Tendernefs and Care will
watch for thesr People’s Souls, or travail im Birth till Chrif?
beforomed inthem : §§§ And unlel; Severity betemper’d
with Lbve and Gontlenufs, they may perhaps main-
tain the Authority of Buliies, but not of Gofpel Mi-
nifters., It 'is thersfore jult Muarter of Lamentaiion,
that the fenfual, the ﬁ:lﬁ'lh, the frothy, the 1gnorant,

and the proud, fhou’d ftrive for cthe Miniltry ; and
having obtained it, become the Pelts ot the Church,
ruin Sinners, diftrels the godily, and aggravate theic
own Sins and Torments, _.
3. The lofs of an eminent and faithful Miniker is
jult Caufe of Sorraw. How naturally do Chiidren
bewail the lofs of a dear l'ather? And a Kingdom
that of their military Strength ? If the Army is routed,
both Horfe and Foot broken, what fac’ning Damps
does the Report thereof fpread ? Every Lover of his
Country feels a genuine Gricf, and will naturally ex-
prefs his Senfations in fuch an abrupt, pathetick, and
Sententious flrain as E/Xha in our Text. And who
in this Afiembly, that loves the Intereits of Religion,
docs not feel his Heart opprefl:d with undifembled
Waoed Who laments not our common Lofs 2 Whoe
knows not that a gres: M is falien in jﬁ*ﬂﬂly?' t
Yea,
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the Wife, i now no more~--The &ovel o
¢ Hiwband, the Father, and the Frietid, i ge
O My Fubew, wy Fagher, the Chariots of Yhuel
ond the Horfemen soeredf. Of whomcan thefe Wond
be better fpoken? To whom more juitly adply'd
than to this faithful and wife Servant of Jefus Chrift ?
He had the Temper and Deportment of Father of
the Church ; and was eminemily qualify’d for the
facred Ofhce.
He was bleft with early Piety; on his dying bed .
he cou’d recollet, with delight, warious Evidences of
racious Influences in his tender Years, by this Mcans
he was happily preferv’d from being ever, engag'din.
vicious Courles, and at once grew in Stature ‘and in
Grace. Rcligion, far from being a flalhy Thing
with him, was rational and folid ; manitefting itfcli
an unvefcrved Obedierce to all God’s Commandments.
To an holy Difpofition was added a great Genius,
capable of the higheft Improvements. He had a deep
and penerating Judgment, a clear and regular Way
ot cunceiving Things, and a rcrentive Memory, He
was an indefatigalsle Student, 'a calm and impartial
Scarcher tor Truth ; he thought for birzﬁff, and was
determined in his Conclufions only by Evidence.
He had a very confiderable Store of critical Learn-
ing ; and was efpecially converfant in ftudying the
Scriptures in thesr Original Languages . Howy great
his Attainments in Philofophy were, was known by iew :
For in his laft Ycars his Thirlt ftor Knowlxdge
did fenfibly encreale ; and he greatly improved himiclf
therein.  He fludyed feveral Branches of the Mathe-
maticks, and efpecially Geometry and Aftronomy :
Nor will thefe leem taltelefs Studies to one who had
fuch a Savour of living Piety, when it is ccnliderd,
that he faw the Glory of Ged in all his Works,
' acdmir d
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- 5 edifying to hith to “the | ps of
divine ‘Wifdom in particulars, and the infinice reach
Proje&tion in the Frame and Coatexture of the

* ‘critical and Philofophical Learning, and
his large Acquaintance with (Geography and iftory,
were all evceeded by his Knowledge in Divinicy,
This was the ‘Bultels of his Life; and herein he
made fuch Proficiééncy as few, of his ftanding in the
Miniftry, have attained unto. Herein he found what
perfeltly anfwer’d his refined fpiritual Tafte. The
Contemplation of redeming Love, did much more
elevate his Soul, than that of the Works of Creation:
For therein he faw the Wildom, the Power, the
Juftice, and the Love of God, more clearly dilRl:!'d.
On every Subje@ he had a fert of molt accuratly (tudy’d
Thoughts: He had often weigh’d in imrrtial Ballance
every Theoligical Controverfy, was a folid Difputant, and
sbleto defend all neceflary Truth. He was a judicious
Cafuilt, and cou’d very futisfyingly refolve dubious
and perplexed Cafes ot Confcience. He wai not only
a proficicnt in Syftematick Divinity, which is com-

aratively a fmall Attainment, but a great Textuary.

e ftudied the facred Oracles above all other Things,
and that it was notin vain, manifeltly appcared from
his great Ability in dividing the Words of Truth, §
He cou’d bring out of bis Treafures, Things mew and
o/ld. * How clearlyand fully wou'd he have cxplained
his Subject ! With what irrefliltable Arguments confirm
the Truth! Wih what admirablcDexterity accommodate
it to his Audience! And with what Solemn Pungence
did he imprefs the Confcifhce! He fpoke like one who
' knew

L
+ Rom. 1, ze, § 2 Tim.2.15. * &at. 15.52.



iltrations to the C ounverfion of many Souls. He “was
the fpiritual Father ot great Numbers: 1 have had
acquaintance with feveral Chriftians, in different Places,
where he only preach’d occafionally, who gave all
hopeful Evidences of a found Conwerfion, and acknows
g’d him to bethe Inftrumentef it. L
As to his religious Principles, he was of nobleand
erous Sentiments. He had wot 0 learned Chriff, g
as to be furious in his Zcal for meer circumftantial
or indiflerent Points. He underftiod the Nature of
Religion better than to Piace it in Things wherein it
does not conlift; and was too much in the Exercife
of the grester Masters of the Law, %1 to be equally
ull;l.: for Mimt, Anife, and Cummin, Tho' Sacré=
fce b

good, and ought to be prallifed, and con-
tended for in it’s Place, yet had he learned thas Merey
better. ¥ He believ’d, and that agreeable to the facred
Scriptures, that the Communion of Saints is of much
greater Importance than many of thofe Things,
wherein Chriftians differ in  Judgment, and was there-
fore far from fuch narrowncfs of Spirit, as to make ever
Principle and Prallife,which he tho’t to be true and go

¥ ‘ ,

& Term of Communion, and as far from the contrary
extreme, a criminal Indifferency and Laxnefs,

He was ftrick in Difcipline fo as tobe ftill candid ;

and fo fevercly jult asto be fill
tender. And with hww great Wifdc
fpeflion he judged in dithcult Cafes, his Brethren of
this Presbytry weii know. . We waited for Sage Re-
marks, and heard attentVe his piucent Reagnings:

#

’ After=
4 Eph. ¢. z0. 11 DMzt 23,23, * Mat. g, 13,
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Aer bis Wk, how feldom had afiy one Oéteafion
to [peek again? His Speech dropped spom is, and we

wasted for bm, as forthe Rain. § .
T
g feveral promifiig

y sffiftio youths i their Studies for
the Miniltry ; who, becoming learned by hig Inftruc<
jons, and formed by his Example, are dow wife, and
faithful, and wfeful Miniiters, .

He was remarkably grave and folemn in hié Afpect
and Dcportment ; yet of & cheartul, even, and pleafant
Temper: In couwerfs with his Friends, facetious
aod witty, wheatheScafon and concurring Circum-
flances wou'd properly. allow him to indulge himfelt
that Way; in E:f':& of which hi$ Prudence cou’d

Je was of a generovd and liberal Difpofition, far

from bcirg niggardly and covetous : Was forward in
A&s of Cherity td the indigent, according to his A«

bility ; and in all his Condu&t plainly difcover'd 4
noble indiﬂ'crency towards earthly Things.
It we conflider him as a Friend, he was as firm
and ftedfalt, and might be depended on as much as
any I ever knew. He was remote from precarious
and fickle Humours: His Approbation was not eafily
ebtained, nor eafily loft. Nor wa¢ he a Friend only
in Complement, but wou’d cheerfully undergo Hard«
{hips, and fuffer Difadvantages, in order to do 2
friendly Ofhce. |
He was confciencioully punftual in artending eccle«
{ialtical Judicatures; Presbyterics or Syneds. His Prefence
might be depended on, if nothing extraordindry in-
terveened, as certainly as the appointed Day. He
was not ablent upon every triffling Inconvenience: His
Conduét herein was truly examplary ; and . demonftrated
his conltant Care for the publick Interefts of Re<s
higion. So great was his Attention to Matters of
common Concern, as to incline him rather to expole
himfelf, than balk an Opportunity of doing good:’
It is well known, that his going, ‘upon am urgent

. C &ally
¥ Jeb. 29, r1.2i.23 o -
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Call, in a weakly State of Body, and in an unfertled
Sealon, to a Convention of the Trultees of New-
Ferfey College, gave Occafton to that fat.l Sicknefs
of which he never fully recover’d.
Hc was worthy of Imiration in f{ocial Life. As an
Hu:band, he was aft:ltionate and kind ; as a Father,
tendcr and indulgent, In him Condcfcenfions and
Luthority were duly temper'd. There was that in him
that cou’d engage Love, and command Reverence at
the fame Time. Who, that was wcquaintd with
him, wou’d not be ready to fay, happy was rae Family
of which he was He:d; and happy the Coiregation
that enjoy’d his Min'tiv 2 Huppy the Juaicature of

&

which he was 2 Monoer; and happy the Perfon
who was favour’d with his ininnate Frimdﬂﬁp? b=
wasa publick Biciiing to he Church, a3y Honour to his
People, an Ornament to h's Protc:ilion, and magnity’d
his Oifice. He fpoke as he believ’d, he prattic’d as
he preach’d, he liv’d holy, and dy’d joylul.

‘He had, for a long Courfc of Years, an habitual,
unwaverinZ Aflurance of his Interelt in the Faveur
of God, and that a bleffed and glorious Lternity wou'd
¢n: Day opem wupon bim; which were his own em-
phatical Words on his dying Bed. This his Af-
furance was So'id and Scriptural, arifing from the many
and cicar Expriences he had of gracious Communi-
cations to his Soul. He was made fenfible, in early
Year:, of his guilty State by Nature as well as Prac-
tice ; felt his abfoiute Inabiiity to deliver himfelf; faw
piainly thar he lay at Mercy, and that it was en-
tirely at God's giod Pleafure to fave or rejeét him.
This view of the Cafe created in him a reftlefs
Concern, until the Way of Lite thro® Jefus Chrift
was graciouily difcover’d to him: Then he faw, that
God co’d fave him in  confiftency with all the
Honours of governing Jultice ; for that the Obedience
and Sufferings of Chnil, in the Roomi of Sinners,
have made a fulbicicar Atonsment for Sin. He f{aw
that Chrniil was a Saviour, cvery Way compleat, and

C faitable
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fuitable for him : His Soul approved the Divine and

glorious Plan, and freely difclaiming all Dependence
-on his own Righteoulnefs, Wifdom, and Strength,

moft gladly accepred the Oficr ofthe Gofpel. that
Chrilt fhou’d be his Wifdom, Righteowfne/s, Sanitifi-
sation, and Redemption. * Stri€t Holinefs was his Choice;
and 1t wus the delighttul Bulinefs ot his Life to do
shways thofe Tbings thas pleafed bis heavenly Father, §
And on his dying Bed he had the hll spprobation
and Teltimory of his Confiience, as to the general
Bent and Tenor of his Life. Thdle pairticulars are
the Heads of what, he himf{c!t rold m~, in (s lalt Sicke
nels ; and  are deliver'd in the fame Order as ncar
as [ can potiibly recollet; tho’ deftitute of thofe
lively Empales he then gave them.

When he approach’d near to his Ead he exprefs’d moft
ardent  Dclires to depart and  be wirh  Chrift ; and
efpeciaily the three lult Days of his Life, were taken
up 1n this kxcrciie,  Many gracious Words he ipoke,
gave an affectionate Farcwel 1o his moft beloved,
forrowful Confort, and dear Children; tenlerly com-
nitted them to the divine Mercy and Paithiuinefs ;
and fervently pray-d, thar the Bleflings of the' molt
High might be vouchafed to them, and reit upon
them : which Prayer, I crully wiil be anfwer'a. His lalk
Words, a Miaurs or two bifore his Departure, were
thefe, Toe Brivzroom is cowe, and we [hall nouk
bave all Things, ** And Thus under u Gicam of Hea-
“ ven he breath’d out his Laft”

[ have now fet before  you, Brethren, in Drict
Sketches, the excellent Charafer of your d&r aad worthy
Paftor . in which I have cecormin’d to be f:r’upulﬂuﬂf
jult, and impartial. I am, indeed, aware, the Encomiuts
on the ilead by their furviving Friends, are by maay
look’d upon  as f::?gn"d Chara&ters, or ar befl, as far
excecding the Life.  For they hear all good "Tnings
fpoken of the deccaled and no evil ar 2!, Doubiicis
many  notorious  Inflances of Purdality Lave oiven

- i
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Qkeabon t fixch » Prejudice, But in the steléne Inftance
I fpeak freely, lecure from C e, Apeak
to you, who know that this ~in all
particulars which come within your Reach, is ftritly
true, and rather lefs than ghe Life. I have not told
you his evil Things, becaufe I have not knowa them.
- It is trye, we all know that he had a Remainder-of
Mora] Depravity, and was not perfect, while with us ;
but I cou’d venture to appeal to all judicious and
fober Perfons that knew him, that they knew of no
remarkable habitual Blemilh in his whole Life.

I cannot allow myfelf to conclude this Subjelt with-
out a {hort Addre(s to the Partics more immediately
concerned in the prefent Difpenfation. _
And firft to the mournful relict, and Children of
the deceafed. My dear Friends, I know your Gtief -
1s very great, the Wound is deep, and an Attempt tq -
keal it, will feem rather o irritate, and make it bleed
more frefh. The very Propolal of Arguments to
aflwage your Sorrow fits the fad Occafion of it a new
before you, But neverthelefs, fince fupporting Com= -
liderations, on deep RefleCtion, may have their proper
Influence, 1 wou’d offer a few tho’ts with all the Sym-
pathy ef a Friend. AMdadam, youy have loit one of the
bet of earthly Husbands : But thele very Words
contain formcthing fupporting ; for they fay, he was
ouly on earthly Husband whom you loft. Now this
lofs does not make void the {trong Confelation ob this
Texr, thy maker és thy Husband, § You have loft
one wino was eminently ufeful, and refpéted ; who
hved beloved, and dyed lamented. Well, it is an
Honour to you, and fhou’d be a Camlfort, that you
bave been © nearly related to fo worthy a Perfan.
You have leoit crne whiz wile agd holy Converfe
was inftrudtive and «ditying to you : This is 2 molt
{cfrc'{hin';; Confliderarion as it affirds a folid ATEL:ITI'IEI]E
f his erornal Flappinedss So that yeu cannot think

s

Eﬂf. him, but a; e fame Time your 1 neugnts aicend

. il
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AWEY, 15 At eet that he
/ feems good to himfelf. He hereby dcﬁ;gm to excrciie
surSubmiilion and Patience. Refignation to his Will
has more Sweetnefs in it, than the Enjoyment of the
beft created Comforts. He can make even this Af-
flition, Work together for Igocnd ; whillt hereby he re-
duces you to the happy Necefliry of more immediate
Depe: dyl.n-ce on himfelf, and you know that he has
undertaken the Widows Caufe; and is their Patron
i8 a fpecial Manner. Thercfore, fince God lives, the
" fource of your Happines fiill remains, and will be
fufhcient for you. . |
“And to you, his dear Children, here prefeat, I wou'd
obferve; that your honoured Father dcdicated you to
the Lord his God, from whom he recciv’d you, while
in your Infant-State; as long as he liv’d with you, it
was his Defire and Eadeavour that you fhou’d svouch
theLord {ar your God, and Father; and when he
departed ‘hence he tenderly and believingly committed
you to divine Mercy and Faithfullnefs. Hg fet before
you an Example worthy of your Imitation in the Courfe
of his Life, and you faw him die with great Pleafure,
Hence you areunder inviolable Obligations, have {trong
and aff-&ing Motives, and fwect Encouragements, to
gield yourfelves to God, in fo doing you may expsll,
that he, who is @ Father, te the [Fatberle(s. t wiil be
your Father; will prote& you, and provide for you;
guide you thro' the dangerous Maz:s of this Life ;
and bring you to Gilory ar laft.

Sccondly to you the Peopl: who were under his
Minifterial Charge. I cannot but exprefs my high
Approbation of yaur ConduClt towards your Reverend
Paftor, under his long Indiipsfition. Ye manitefled a
fincere Concern for the Continuance of his Life, and
Relloration of his Health, and thy’ he was incapable
(o
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Care for his and his Family’s, temporal Support was
not leflen’d, but rather increafed. Ye were fo far from
murmuring, that he did not more frequently Vific and
Catechife, in his weak State, that (as himiclf inform’d
me) ye rather urg’'d him ro fpare humfclf. Herein ye
gave Evidence of true Refpe¢t and Love to him;
and fhew'd a £ENErous Tempcr Ina Wnrd, ve have
the Satifaltion of having done all that @ durirul People
cou’d do for the Comtort of their beloved M:nilter.
But it has pleafed God to call home his Ambailador;
and now ye gricve moft of all, becaufe ye hal’ |ee Lis
Face mo more—--ye will never hear hum ipcek to you
the Words cf eternal Life—~-no more will ¢ plead

with Sinners to be reconciled to God,~——-and Comfort

the dejected Chriftran no more.—~--Yctr it may be edi-

fying ro you to rccoliect his paft Labours among vou;

and [ doubt not but fome of you wli hove -ver-

lalting Recafon to blefs God tor them. Ye 'now what

caracit Defires he cxprels’d, when fick in Péiladi’-" s,
that he might once wore have Opportunity to rreat
with you about your everlaiting Concorus; and efpccial-
ly with the unconverted,.  When God feem’d bi ius
Providence, to  order, that the Barren Fig-Tree, [the
fruitle Profifior] (hou’d be cur dowm; he intercecded,
that the Lord wou’d let ¢r alome one Year more, and
fuler him 0 dig about it and dunz it ¢ His Requelt
was granted ; Lc was reftor’d to a Mealure ot Health
and Strength beyond  Expectation : He came and tor
the Space of a Ycar laboured to alarm the Secure and
Carral, and bring them to accepr ot Fefus Chrift.

But not oblerving his Endeavours to be Succefsful with

thofe, he appeared difcourag’d, and alter’d his Strain
of preachingz, Oaly he publickly remindcd them, of

- a corain Lay, the 25th of Marcd 1744. when he
was cnabled to {0t cternal Things before then, with
more than ordinary Solcnity  and pmiﬁcﬁc?. He
then onter 'd tupon a oew Courfe ot Sermuans, {or the
.
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?:mmludcd this Courfe witha Sermon on 1 Gor,
1§. 24, with which he may be faid to have
conmcluded his publick Miniftry: For tho’ he after-
wards preached twice, it was with o little Strength and
Efficacy, thathe himfelf call’d them, two Sapermumary
Bur tho” bodily Infirmity oblig’d him to ceafe from
preaching, he did not therefore cealc from his Care
of you. A memorsble Inftance of his paternal Ten
demefi, was his fending for as ‘many of you as he tho't
much Solemnity ; which doubtlefs, ye will remem-
 ber with Affe&tion. '
"~ Buttho' he was & burning and a ﬂmu-{ L{gbr,
may it not be judg’d, and that confiftent with a
ural Charity, that fome of . you ﬂjaiﬂd in bis
Ligbt ooly for 4 Seafon? § It is a fhocking "Thought,
yec fuppofeable enough, that a Number of you continue
till this Day in a carmal Smfu He found you in the
Way of Death, at his hrit fettling among you; and
after many Years earneft Endeaveurs to turn you
the ﬁriﬁg >of has been forc’d to leave as he lound
rou. 1 he Wora ﬂf', like & Fire and an =41
§§has melted ahd broken others, bur the ‘fame old
)&q Hears ss yet ém your Fiefo { and perhaps, hardet
than at the firft. A bright Gofpel Day has beeny. fhin-
ing eround you. yet you have nor I{cn the anralive
Beauty of Religion, nor the Glory of God ién tbe Kece
Fefus Chriff, * is not this a very deplorable Cafe?
n you think of it, and your Hearts not medisgte
Terror? ¢+ He’s gone, who o Hlemnly, and fo frse
?ucntiy, warn'd and exhorted you; who fpent himfelf
tor you, but prevailed nothing. And have your Souls
withitood o pertwafive, fo infg'uﬂh'c, and {0 {uccelsiul
a

$ Joh.s.35. &% Jer.z3.29. 1 EBzek.tt.ig. * = Cor. 4.6.
P oiial 33. 18,
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more skilful, or more defirous. %o. bring efus
or rather, do you not fear left your Cerruptions continue
Proof againft all the Means of fubduing them? ¥

T
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ou

have already experionc’d their Power to be fuch, a8

y give you rcal ground of Fear. I do not intend

fo much as to think that Cale is hopelelly, ye

not but think it peculiarly dangerous. * Nor

to difcourage, but only to alarm you : N

y your Endeavours, but to excite winged Feas

sbe Wrath 10 come. Theretore, whillt there is any

Hope ; whillt the Door of Salvation is open ; O ftri
Seek to calt

as in an Agony, to enter in,
: _.'

-

Souls by Fanh into the Amms of infinite Mesc
whilt they are expanded wide to embrace you
Seck ye the Lord while be may be found, call wpom

bim whilf be is wear.

On the other Hand, [ doubt not° but a Number
of you have got ﬁvh? Benefit by the Miniftry of
your decealcd Paftor.  Your Hearts have ofien glow’d
with divine Love, and your Faith hag been con-
firm’d, while he fpoke to ydu the Words of eternal Life.
As his Life was very ferviceable to you, in fpiritual
Refpeéls, fo may his Death alfo be: For thereia you
have had apportunity to fee the Power of that Religion
which he pratic’d himfclf, which he preach’d to you,
and which ye have embrac’d, Bchold that Religion can
ftand the Teft of Death it felf ; and Suppost the Soul
when all other Comforts fail! Frongyhence, then, you
may receive additional Courage in the exercife of i,
and be engaged to adhere to it. Be ye Followers of him,
as be was of Chriff. § And tho’ you have now a
forrowful parting, yet e’er long you will have a joy=
ful Meeting in thofe blifsful Regions, where Death and
Sorrow never cnter.  Be ye faithful to Death, and the
King of Zien will give you a Crown of Life. Amen,

& 1 Ceor.1:, 1,



VE R SE S on the lamented

"ELEGIAC
" Death of the

Rev. Mr. SAMUEL BrLA1R,

Who made his triumphant Excite !rom this mortal
Stage Fuly §. 1751, with the dolervel Charaller |
ot a good Sebolar, a mafterly genius, a fincerc Chriftéanm,
and fuccefiful Miniffer of the Gofpel.

[Bn Somunal Daviaas
¥ ¥ ARK! 4 long doleful Eccho round me groans,
X B Heard by denlg Rocks; and felt by fenfelefs Stones,
The fympathizing Hills- of Zion tofs,
The mouraful Eeccho, and lament the lofs.
Ten Thoufaind Boloms fcel a fudden Wound,
And Crowds grow pale, dand fhudder at the Sound!
From Heart to Heart with quick Contagion fpreads
Th® infe@ious Grief, and half the Lanf inwades,
To this far Clime the difmal Tidings Hies,
And Dclugﬂ of Sorrow drown mine Eye
Now hardy Souis, that never wept before;, | .«
Difolve ;—--per is it ftrange, fince BLAIR IS NOW

BLAIR IS NE MORE!~<Then this poor World
has loft.
As rich a Fewel as her Stores could boaft.
Heav’n in jult Vengeance has recall'd again,
Its faithful Envoy from the Sons of Men :
Advanc’d him from his pious Toils below,
In Raptures there with kindred-Flames to glow:

While hov'ring on the verge of Life he lﬁy,’
Eager for Flight, and yet refign’d to ftay ;
D

How
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ow oft’ did we, in Agonies of Pray’r,
Wreftle with Heav’n his facred Breath to fpare !
Upon our rifing Prophet fix our Sight,

And anxious cry, ” goed Lord ! delay his Flight” |

But ah! his Worth but cherifh’d our defpair,
And threaten’d the Denial of our Pray’r. “
So great, fo heav'nly, fo mature a Mind,
Reouir’d Employment of a nobler Kind.
What Earth could teach, he learned ; an.i now muft rife,
To a fupperior Clafs above the Skies.
Too much refin’d in this dark Werld te bear,
The humble Place of Ziow’s Minifter, r
Heav’n call’d him to fuftain fome nobler Fun&ion there:
With Gabriel to perform the Orders giv'n, |
And bear JerovaH’s Errands thro’ the vaft of Heav’n.
Prompt as his Fellow-Angels to obey, |
Zealous and bright and vigorous as they:
Heav’n kind to him, would not confent to hear,
Nor curfe him with the Anfwer of our Pray’r.

Oh! could the Mufe’s languid colour’s paint,
The §Maw, the Scholar, Studemt, Preacher, Saint
I’”d Phce his Image full in public view;
His Friends fhould know more. than before they knew.
His Foes altonifh’] at his Virtues gaze,
Or fhrink confounded from th’ oppreflive Blaz-.
To trace his bright Example all fhould turn,
And with the bravelt Emulation burn,
His Name fhouid my peor Lays immortalize, p.
"[ill he tatrelt his Charadter arife, §'

And the Licat Judge th’ Encomium ratifies,

Propitious Heav’n endow’d the Man it lov’d,
"W ith Gifis Cadorn each Sphere in which he mov’d.
| F

An Intelle clear as the Blaze of Day ;
Scdare  as Midnizhr, boundiels as the Sea;
I'ree



R T

Free 15 the Wind, yet @éady as the Pole;
Pailive to Truth, impatient ot controul
From vulgar Error; regular and fmooth
"As genuine Reafon and harmonious Truth,
Truth link’d to Truth, and Tho't to Thot conjoin’d
Spontaneous tofe in his hammonious Mind,

His rude unftudy’d . Tho'tsin Order fprung,
Expreft in equal Order by his Tongue; l‘
Clufters of ripen’d Senfe on each young Period hung. ¢
His Pations vigo'rous, yet by Reafon rul’d;

By calmcft Reafon kindled, temper’d, cool’d.

His Hcurt referv’d as Prudenee and conhin’d ;

And yetas Truth (incere, as weeping Friendfhip kind.

My Mufe, now paint him in his ftudious Hours,
In fearch of Truth exerting all his Pow’rs.
To him familiar, Truths beyond the Reach
Of vulgar Minds ftraia’d to the highelt Stretch ;
His daring genius with exalted fcorn,
Forfakes the Path by hoary Cultom worne: ™
Eager t» find a Treafure of his own,
He tries new Paths and Regions yet unknown :
Into th’ Abyfs of Science darts his Eye,
Where the rude Elements of Knowledge lie:
Where Truths with Lrrors wage eternal War,
And Doubts with Embryo-Demonftrations jarr
A \“aﬂﬂﬁll Chaos with wild Tempeft toft, |
\Whence cowards [hrink, and where bold Wits are loft.
Serene his plaftic Mind digelts the Mafs,
Attgns the blended El'ments each its Place ;
Rip:ns the Embryo-Notions into Trurh,
And gives to infant-Demonltration Growrh
At length, behold ! new- Worlds of Knowledge rife,
And fudden Light Hafh round the new-lorm’d Skiss:
Harn:onious all the fnifh’d S¢flems roll,
And Noon-Day Eviderce illuminates the whole,
Doubts difappear, and Error flies away,
As Midnight Glooms before the riling Day.

D 2 His




(18 )
His Hands the new-found Stores around difpenfe,
T’ enlarge the petty Stock of common Senfe.
So yonder Sun, th’ evhauftlels Source of Day,
To E.rth’s dark Caverns darts his vital Ruy;
Tranforms to Gold what was but Drofs before,
And ripens ufelels Stones ‘to precious Oar:
Tranfmits his radiant Inflicnce thro’ the Seas,
To make the Ruby glow, the Di'mond blize :
Thefe Secret Stores, collefted and rchn’d,
Enrichi the World, and polith Human Kind.

Now with great Newron’s Eyes he d.res to look,
On the wide Pages of deep Nature’s Book.
Reads the great Maker’s Name in eviry Line ; E

Above, below, around, his glories fhine ;
Impreft on all in Characters divine.

"Till cold Philofophy, at length rfia’d,
Kindles to warm Devotion in his  Mind.
Adoring Tranfport, Pleafure, Love, S rprize,
In fweet Confufion in his Bofom rife.

So RBoyle his Maker’s Works explor’d;

The more he knew, the humbler he ador’d.

Now in the facred D=sk I fee him rife,

And well he acts the Herald of the Skies.
Graceful Solemnity and ftriking  Awe,

Sit in his Loscks, and decp Attention draw.
His fpeaking Afpect ( in the Bloom of Youth
Rev’rend) declares unutterable T h.
Unthinking Crowds grow folemn as they gaze,
And read his awful Mcflige in his Face.
Solemn, and conicious of the 'ft}refcnt God,

As tho’ before th’ cternal Throne he ftocd:
Solemn, as when fome Angel lifts on high,
His awful Hand with God-like Majelty,

And fwears by the UNuTTERABLE INAME;
While trembling Rev’rence fpreads thro” Nature’s Frame,

Thro’
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Intricate Truths, and bring them it to' view: o
Celettial Myﬁnri,"" hid from human Senfe, T
Shine forth in their Almighty 'Ewdm::.j
'Bn rht Demonftration every dm‘*t ‘covgroul
forces the Affent of fcepti '
Glanng Conviftion with refill lr:ﬁ Ll
Flathes on Minds wrapt in eternal Nig
Dull Igno:ance ftarss ar th’ unwellcome |
yward Error dreads th’ uncqual
_Tnumphlnt Truth aflumes her native Sme
And trufts her Rights to fuch an Advosate.

So when the Splendour of the Morn appcaﬂ.
Deftormity its nziive Horrors wear :
Beauty puts en her charms ; Confufion dies, |
And well-diltinguifh’d, Obj-&s round us rife. '
Conftious of Guile the Ravagets of ngh ﬂ
Abfcond from the ungrateful glare - of Light
Thick Glooms, obfcure as Error, difappesr ;
And Day fucceeds, as Demonitration c.lfar.

Now to fecure Impenitents he turns;
And from his Tongue Almighty Vcngcanee
4 he vcnpeful Flames and 1 hundcrs of the La#.
Equal the Terrors trembling Mgﬁl faw. _1

He fets incens'd Jmmpf}tmm ia Arms,

And founds the final Trumpeds dread Alarms,
The Charmer Sin with hidcous Afpeit glarcs,
And fee! in naked Horrors Ll appcarsl
The waftetul Dccps lic open to our Egyes,
And Flames and Groans and Curfes blended rife;
JsHOVAH frowns ;the' Sword of Jultice drawn .
Above; below rhe Gilphs ot Tcephet yawnl™
See ! The great Judge his burnmg Throne afcend,
D:ath and Deth u&mn on his Nod -attend.

Haurk ! A dread Llangnr! Dearh’s old Prifons “burft,
And fudden Life infpires the riling Dull.

&

>,

' In



Confoundad with the Sound "“ Duu-r,” thcy ﬁmnk,
Screaming away, and down to Hell they fink,
The Elements dlﬁ'nlve ; Earth, Skies and Seas, -
Vanith in one fierce umverfal Blaze.

The hardy Sinner, happily deceiv’d,
Now feels the Pamns he ne’er before believ’d:
With Bright Deicription dazzled, knows not where
He is, but feems the Vengance now to bear.
Infernal Twmget thro’ his Bofom dart,
And Hell’s dire Pangs already rend his Heart:
He thinks the Mifiries deferib’d, his own ;
\  Sinks in Defpair, and Cries, Undone ! Undone !

' L
: o« Iifc

up ( fays BLain ) likt up thy dying Eyes:
Say, who llangs yonder rack’d in Agonies ?
“ Plty and Torture, Love commixt with Pain,
“ Throbs in bis Heart, and pants in every Vein,
« See! from his Hands and Feet his Head and Sidc,
. meof Blood and Mercy mingled glide |
¢ Jesus! Tus Saviouvr !--Yes! ’Tis He !--Forb:ar,
““ Thou dying Sinner, to indulge Defpair.
“ BELigvE and Live, there “afh thy fouleft Scains,
““ In this dear df]uge frum his bleeding Vcins.

- Now Jultice tmiles; thy Guilt appears no more;
U And Sv:m: Thunders ceafe to flifh and roar.
 Of Calv’ry’s Balm receive a cordial Dro
“ And bll:k dc air will brighten into l-ropc
“ The tortur’d Confcience no more agoni’ze ;

“ But hellih Fears to heav’nly Tranfports rife.”

Oh! here the raptur’d Mufe could ever dwell; -
And ftill with unremitting Wonder tell,
How oft’ has Brair aliur'd our Minds to rove,

Thro’ ail the Myﬁ’nﬂ of redeeming Love;
Jisus difplay’d in his Almighty Charms,

'
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 To draw relu&mt Sumerl to his Arms;
With Jesus’ chamm% Name cold Eihics ¢ B4
And every Theme with Gofpel-Sweets infpir'd.

His darlmg Subjét this: A heav'nly Flame
Sublim’d his La
This Cord of Love around our Hearts he thl’",
And backward Souls with pleafing Vi'lence drew.
Relu@tant and with pitying Fears, he fhew'd, )
The vengeful Tervers of an angry God;

But Oh! With Joy proclaim’d a Saﬂq.u"l M
Blood.

Confcious of all the Sorrows others feel,
He kill'd to cure, and wounded bue to heal.
But in what nobler La

ﬂmll I punl.‘
The pure, Scraphlc Ardunn%u Ee ;

His Lite a fixt unerring walk with God
A conftant Progrefs in the heav’nly Rmd
H:s Heart the Seat of conttant Peace and
There glow’d the Paflions Seraphs feel above ;
There pleas’dand unmuleﬁfed dwelt the heav’nly Dovs.2
His Breath like Incenfe, ta the Skics,
Did daily in ref a'd Devatm rife,
His Soul exerted with his praying Breath,
Th’ Almighty Importunity of Faith.
Hence guilty Heads efcape thc fallin
And Bleflings to unworthy Millions &ﬂ,
Nations partook the bou:nty of his Pray’r;
And Future Times the Beneht f(hall ﬂllfe.
This gen’rous Legacy he loft Mankind,
Which, while he fleeps in Death, Heav'n will remind.
So while great Mofes rais’d his praying Haods, ®
Vill'ry and Triumph wait on lfrd’’s Bands. -
Each warm Petition {lays. a haughty Foe ;
And Am'lek Falls, but Mg@s ikes the Blow.
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T Morality. # Exod. 11.12.

anguage when he touch'd the Theme,
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Th mluchtﬂy i appeatls. -
Brair muft rife, and leave the | nrld fn Ttnrh

Wltb zeal confum’d, with pious Labour fpent,
Tw much tefin’d for this. grofs . Element,
ure For l'bav’n, hc breaks the Pris’n of Clay ;
atiass in eternal Day :
!nnf:.: he deferib’d unfeen,
* ws immenfe Improvements gain,

his Life; but then moft kind }

\ I,Enl,oyl the G
d

th releas’d th’ imprifon’d Mind:
Q thpfc cnndemn'd to ftay behind!

enhy ai tha Lofs, Oh' be the Griel;
s bopelefi Cafe, defpair Relich
lameént ! . that ammann ‘Breath

Heav’n Life mfpir'd
oln  your Tears . ) more ﬂ‘lt:rt ye rejoice,

thé chearing Influence of his Voice.
bting t""-l.tl:,l:m:ﬂdmtl now you may rove,
- dowbtful fince our BLaIR’S remove.

.L ,* }'
ut oh‘ The Lois

in Death.

Sumng Rmant d the facred Tribe,
Who knew the Worth thefe plaintive Lays defcribe ;
1;,-'& tbm Worthies of immortal Fame,
firen byOfﬁcc ‘Birth, in Hearr and Name ¢
, Who. full en d th® unbofom’d Friend; .

g, M Soul f¢'like ‘his own refin’d,

n o tic cagor to admit

AR revrend Feot
100 amﬂ thc Reft,

mng BLAI l.' Oh! let fponmncml flow -
Thﬁ Floods of 4riburary Grief you owe.

And (in your Number.if 0 mean a Name,
the ﬁd Honour of chiet Mourner claim)

filial Tears more copious flow,

‘\;& * And mn the Tide of univerfal Wor,

r‘.rf" " | O.Brair!
; "






