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PREFACE

"N HE following Sermon, which was iftsnes
diately addrcyed anly to one Prefbysery, by be-
ing publifbed, becomes ax Addref; to Gofpel
Minifeers in general, who are gl equally con-

corn'd in ibe important Contents of it,  And couldmy
Recommendation bave any Influence, I would bumbly
Propofa. the ferious and attentive Perufal of it, at leaft,
- Ko myiyoung Brethren in the Minifiry,  And I ful?;,
Derfwade myfslf, that every ome who 3 pioys, will o4
ways be fond of thef Attempts that tend to excite bis$
Zeal in ¢ e Diftharge of bis Office, T, bey,
who do mot love their Duty, wil diffafte réatioall
Y0it: For, who.but are Pleafed with Exc s
do that in which they delight? The Chriftian o
loves the divine Ordinances, will be glad when g%
fay to bim, et us 80 up toplis.

ady’ When WY s W
’

make Mention of the Lord,
§ivc him no Reft, until he eftablifh, and till e make

erufalem a Praife in the Earth S W confider st oy
our Bufinefs, to teach others what they knony yys 3 20
bring to thejy Remembrance whar they know; and 4
exhort them to dp wpgy they know and remember, Nay,
we rightly judge it neceflary, To fir up the pure
Minds# of fincerept Chriftians to whay tﬁy not only
know, and remember, but alfo delite to do: ¢ be

Jame

2
" fl Ealm caii, 1 3 Yoiah ki, 6, 7. » Py,
t LY )
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Jame Conelufions will bold good in Refpef of ourfelves
- For we cannat but own, that they who are employed in
| teachiye Mangaed, hbave nced to be always learning 4
. that all of uSBMow not all Things  that what we bave:
| deeply fudied may flip out of our Minds , that lively
Impreffions may be, in fume Meafure, effaced ; that
~ the lidge of our keeneft Zeal may be blunted  and that
Li/h'ﬁ]ﬁcfs and Difcouragement may, for a Time, fuc-
ceed our molt [pirited and vigorous Efforts: Therefore
we need frequent Motives to Fidelity and Zeal ; nor can
v our wmoft advanced Knowledge and Integrity fuperfede
. the Neceffity of them.
If, then, [uch Adarelles appear pertinent, on the
Hypothefis, that all Minifters are wife and faithfuly
how muoch more, if it is fuppofable that [ome are of a
contrary Charagier 2 If there are fome, who content
phemfelves with logfe and fuperficial Harangues, more
-@nxions to form an elegant and fmooth Difcourfe, than |
ba plain and pungent One; who aim not at the Heart,

dify, their Audience, and who neither defign to a-
W the Carelefs, or infiruct the Ignorant: If fome,
o orber Hand, neglelt the Improvement of their
s, cither from an eager Purfuit of worldly Rich-
pold Indiffercncy as to their Office, or a pragma-
K rontior in Gy them Lo intrude themfelves into
cverdBu/Med)s Dutwoweowns and bénce are unudle to
compole any Thing that is either inftruliive or enter-
taining: If others care mot whether 1heir Hearers
reap Advantage or not, provided they can but flar-
ter themfelves that they bave done their Duty: And
finally, if fome are unguarded in their Lives, vain,
or fenfual, or evidently covetous: If fuch Cajes are
not only fuppofable, but certain, what Lover of Reli-
gion can forbear to remonfirate ? N
The benevolent Author of the prefent Sermon, while
Sincevely engag’d bimfelf in promoting pure Rcl;gwgz,
affeétionately invites all of the favred Qrders to ’;;"’c":
beiy
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their Efforts in the [ame glorious Enterprize. Nor
could he devife any more proper Meafure to engage
them, than fuch a publick Addrefs. It is, doubtlefs,
our Province to attempt the Reformation of our Fellow
Sinners, as we are under the Obligation of [olemn
Vows to God for that Purpofe. Fe is pleafed to cm-
ploy us as Inffruments, in the Converfion and Edifica-
tion of Souls, and will requive at our Hanas thofe
commitied to our Charge: We fhould, therefore,
Seek to find out acceptable Words+, firiveso get in-
20 the Hearts of our Hearers, and [o frame our Dif-
courfes as may moft tend to enlighten, affelt, and per-
fwade, Thus iuft we alt, if we would comport with
the Defign of onr Office, and deliver our own Souls
And to urge our alting thus, is the whole Scope ef the
enfuing Difcourfe. | -

I cannot but perfwade myfelf, that the judicious and
ferious Reader, upon obferving the obvious Dcfign and
Tendency of this Sermon 5 the Pertinency of the Re-
marks 3 and the Weight and Solemnity of the Malter
contain’d in ity will readily approve the Defire of the
Prejbytery and Congregation to bave it publifbed.
 That the Divine Bleffing may attend this Labour of
 Love, (o as it may anfwer the pious End of the worthy
Author, is the Prayer of
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A Well-wifher to Z#,
S. FINLE Y.

+  Eecly/, xii. 10,




[ ]

ISATAH Ixi 1.

B Zion’s Sake I will not bold my Peace, and for
.+ Jerufalem®s Sake I will not reft, until the Righte-
. oufnefs thereof go forth as Brightnefs, and the Sal-
“"batien thereof as a Lamp that burneth.

y!i
IR

ERE the Affociations of the Minifters
) B of Fefus only intended as friewdly Inter- -
|- views, to cultivate mutual Benevolence,
L - and to enjoy the Endearments of fra-
ternal Affection, we could not but rejoice in the In-
ftitution: For debold bow goed and bow pleafant a
Thing it is for Brethren to dwell together in Unity!
But when at thefe happy Occafions they may not
'only” reciprocate the Sentiments of unreferved Chri-
'{:’iaﬁ Friendfhip, but alfo concert proper Meafures

Lo regulate the Affairs of their divine Mafter’s King-
‘dom, and, in their Turns, animate each other to a
more zealous Difcharge of theirimportant Fun®ion,
by humble Addrefies from the Pulpit; they are con-
ftrained tomeet together, not only by the gentle Im- . .
‘pulfe of Friendfbip, but from an obediential Regard
to the Authority of the great Redeemer, and a reli-

' gious Zeal to promote his Intereft in the World.,
And fo important are the Concerns entrufted to
thetn, that they have need of all the mutual Af
fiftance they can receive at fuch Occafions. They
‘have not fuch Trifles committed to their Charge as
Kingdoms and Empires, or the civil Liberties and
Lives of Nations: Let Kings and their Minifters
manage thefe as they pleafe; let them ficrifice them
to their Luxury, Ambition or Tyranny ;5 Mankind
receive but a trifling Injury ; an Injury eafily red;zf-
| ed,
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- fed, if the Negotiations of the Minifters of the
Gofpel {ucceed : Iror to them are entrufted the
Concerns of Immortals, and all their Miniftrations
have a Principal Reference to an everlafiing State ;
where all is awful, all is important; and where the
moft infignificant Circumftance, being endowed with
the tremendous Attribute of Erernity, is of more
Confequence than the weightreft Affairs of this tran-
fitory World. |

This tranfient Hint concerning the awful Weight
of our Office, has, no Doubt, already enkindled in
your Hearts, my reverend Fathers, and dear Bre-
-thren, an ardent Zeal to exert all your Powersin the
faithful Difcharge of it, and toadopt, as your own,
this noble Refolution of the Prophet faiah, For
Zion's Sake I will not bold my Peace, and for Jerufa-
lem's Sake T will not reft, until the Righteoufnefs
thereof go forth as Brightnefs, and the Salvation there-
of asa Lamp that barneth.

"This Refolution feems formed by the Prophet up-
on a Review of his own Prophecies in the two fore-
going Chapters, concerning fome happy Period, In
which the Church of God fhould flourith, and be
enlarged. Zion and Ferufalem, in the DialeCt of
theBible, are very frequently ufed to fignify the
People of God, of whatever Country or Nation ;
and the Ground* of the Metaphor is obvious; for
Ferufalein being the Metropolis of the Fews, the pe-
culiar People of God under the Mo/faic Difpenfation,
and Zion being a remarkable Kmimenee, near the
Temple, where the Worfhip of God was publickly
celebrated 5 thefe Names are transferred to the Go/pel
Church in the P’redictions of the Prophets concern-
ing it; and borrowed from them by the Writers of
the New-Teftament, and ufed in the fame Senie,
for all the People of God in their various Difperfions
over the Karth ; as in the Language cf the Old-
Teftament Occonomy, they fignificd the whole

~ Sewifh
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Yewifb Church, And inthis Latitude we fhall now
take them; not only to adapt them to my prefent
Defign, but to include all theoﬁﬁ'!ml; Megqing of
the Prophet, or 4t leaft of the omnifcient Spirit who |
infpired him, ST T
For tho’ it be probable that the moft of the Pro-
phefics, in the laft Chapters of this Book. had a
primary and immediate Reference to the happy Con-
dition of the Fews as a Church, and asa Common-
wealth, after their Reftoration from the Babylenifh
Captivity 3 yet it is evident they had a Principal and. -
ultimate Reference to fome flourithing Periods of the
Chriftian Church ; fuch as the fuccefsful Propagation -
of the Gofpel in the Apoftolic Agey the yet more -
extenfive Spread of it under Cosflantine the Great,
when it became the eftablithed Religion of the Ro-
man Empire; the memorable Petiod of the Refor-
mation from Popery; and cfpecially that happy Day,
which from thefe Prophefies, and fundry other
clearer and lefs figurative Predi®tions, we hive Rea«
fon joyfully to expect ; when God will fake to Him
bis great Power, and ere¢t the Empire of His
Grace over all Nations ; ind when rhe Kingdoms of
the Earth fhall become the Kingdoms of our Lord, asd
of His Chriff. 1f we take but a fuperficial Survey
of thefe and the like Prophefies of ,Ijggb, and com- -
pare them with the State of the Fews from his Fime, -
to the Coming of the Meffiah, we fhall find that
Jome of thefe Preditions cannot be applied to any
Period of it in any tolerable Senfe at aZ s and others
of them, tho’ in Part applicable to their Return
from Babylon ; yet cannot be fuppofed to have had
theit compleat and final Accomplithment at that
T‘xmc, or any other, before the Coming of Chrift,
without making them fuch extravagant Hyperdoles,
as evea the noble Licence of the Eaftern Style can-
not warrant, | |
It is the glorious Chara@eriftic of the Revela-
B tions
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tions of that God, who comprehends the moft di-
ftant Futurities in one View, to foretel fome inter-
mediate Event of lefler Importance, in fuch majeftic
Language as will naturally carry the Reader’s Mind
forward to fome more important Event at a greater
Diftance, fimilar to it, in which t'efe auguft Pre-
ditions have a more cospicat Accoriplithment.
Thus the Reign of Solomion is celebrated in fuch ex-
alted Language, as can fully agree to none but a
greater thas Solomen, who now reigns over His
JSpiritual Ifrael*,  Thus the Coming of Chriftin the
Klefh, and the Deftruion of Ferufalem by the Ro-
mans, is defcribed both by the Prophets, and by

Chrift Himfelf, infuch majeftic Strains, and under
fuch dreadful Images, as unavoidably fuggeft to us
the moft lively Ideas of his final Advent, and the
Conflagration of the World§. And thus the Pro-
phet Ifaiak, while he has the happy Reftoration of
the Fews in View more immediately, is tranfported far
beyond that Periedy to thole more glorious Seafons,
when living Religion fhall have an extenfive Propa-
gation thro’ the World ; when Ferufalem, in a {piri-
tual Senfe, thall be made the Praife of the wholy Earth,
and all Nations her Denizens: Or (to ufe his own
fublimer Language) when the Righteoulnefs of the
Church of God thallgo forth as Brightnejs ; i. e. when
her Holinefs fhall be cenfpicuous to al!, and dart its
Rays around, to illuminate and chear her Friends,
and to dazzle and confound her Eneraies with its infuf-
ferable Splendour; and when her Salvation fhall
fhine illuftrious in a benighted World, /ike a Lamp
burning in Darknefs ; and her Deliverance from her
Enemies fhall be vifible to the whole Creation.

It is not likely that the pious Anxicty of ffaiah’s
Heart was rclieved even with the miffaken Expecta-
tion that he fhould live co fee any of thefe happy

Periods.

* Pralm 1xxii. § Mai, iv. 1. and many other Places in
* the Prophets. M., xxiv,




[ 5]

Periods. Whether we refer thefe Predictions to the |
Reftpration of the Fews from Babylon, or to fome
flodrithing State of the Chriftian Church, we are
fure they were not accomplith’d in bis Day; and |
we can hardly fuppofe he fo far miftoek his own

Prophefies, as to expet they fhould : How then
are we to underftand his Refolution, ¢ I will not
bold my Peace, I will not reff, unTIL the Righteouf-
nefs of Ferufalem go forth as Brightnefs, &c.”’ Did
he expett by his Importunities to effect an immasure
Accomplithment of his Preditions? Or did he re-
folve to continue in Importunities that he knew would
be fruitlefs ? The Solution of this is eafy, and gives
us a lively Specimen of the generous Ardour of his
Heart, ¢. d. * It is likely to be my melancholy
Doom, while T continue to deliver the Meflage of
Heaven to an obftinate People, to figh out my ufual
Complaint, Who bath bdelieved my Report? I have
lnboured in vain, and [pent my Strength for Nought,

and in vain. But I joyfully forefee, by the Spirit of

Prophecy, that a more happy Lot is appointed for
fome of my Succeffors: 1 forefee that the dear
Church of God, for which my Heart is now broken
with fruitlefs Anxieties, fhall flourith and fhine il-
luftrious, in fome future Period. But before that
welcome Period arrives, my Mouth fhall be filent
in the Duft, and thefe Eyes fhall never be bleft with
the Sight. However, while my Life is prolonged,
and while my Heart is capable of this tender Solici-
tude for Zion, 1 will unweariedly exert myfelf to in-
troduce and haften that blefled Seafon. I will never
be filent in ardent Supplications at the Throne of Grace,
but lay up a Store of Prayers before God to be then
reminded and anfwered. I will never be filent in de-
claring the Meffages +f divine Infpiration, which not
only foretel, but will have a happy Initrumentality
to accomplifb, that gloiious Event; and thefe fhall

fpeak, when I am filent in the Grave. Or were I
B 2 bleft

il
i
i

|
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: ble& with Tmmertality fy upon Earth till the A *
‘3 thac Period, I would fpend and be ﬁm:t, I woul®ex-
- ert 4t my Powcxs, and exhautt 3ll my Altiviy hde
, promoting the Weal of Zot, and expire in A
¢ nies of Zeal for her Interefts,”
It is my prefent Defign to make a feeble Attempt
~ to diffufe the noble Spirit: which animated- this zea-
lous Prophet thro’ this Aflembly 3 and efpecially to
- enkindle it in the Breafts of 'all of the facﬁd Cha-
“ ratler. 'For that Purpofe I fhall

I.  Mention fame Measurxs which the Mng/)érs
of the Gofpel fhould purfue for the Advancement
o Re/zgwn in the World And |

1L Oﬁr fome important CONSIDERATIONS f0 ¢n-
gage us to ufe fuch Meafures with umvearzed Di-
/zgence and ardent Zeal, |

You fee, my reverend Fathers and dear Brethrcn,
that in the Profecution of thefe Heads, my Addrefs
muft be particularly directed to 2ox: And tho’ 1
hope a fincere Zeal for the Weal of Zion puthes me
on, and my pecuhar Confidence in your Condefcen-

. lion encourages me; yet it is not without Trem-
bling and Hefitation I break thro’ the Reftraints of
Se/f-diffdence, and affume this Province. I folemn-
ly affure you, in the awful Prefence of God, that it
is far from my Heart to infinuats any Thmg to the

‘Difadvartage of any of you. Should I at thus,
as i would be a manifeft \ iolation of my indiffolu-
ble Obligations to vou ; fo it would be a Contradic-
tion to my fettled Judgmcnt It is an un{peakable
Satisfation to me, that my Sentiments of you are
fuch as cnable me with the greateft Sincerity in this
Manner to acquit myfelf trom even the leaft Charge
of entertaining fo much as an evil Surmife of you.

My Addrefs iniinuates no more than what the moft
_eminent




- moft noble Attempts for God, My Addrefs on

——

mﬂe/m among you, amid all your valuable; Acqui
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ons, will be the moﬁtﬁdy to own, That yol)
are imperfold Mortals, lamentably deficient in youd

infinuates, that your Minds are not capable of an!
unintevrupted ali-comprebending Survey of all thofet
tender and alarming Confiderations, which'in youf{
thoughtful Hours of Retirement, or the painful§
Hours of your publick Miniftrations, animaty’}
your Hearts with the moft ardent Zeal, to prag}
mote that important Caufe, to which you have'}
devoted your Lives with the moft genetous Alayy
crity. I fhall not therefore arrogate the Province of/f
your Infiruttor; but humbly affume the Office of |
your Remembrancer, to prefent you with a Review |
of thofe Confiderations, which I doubt not arefa- |

miliar to your own Thoughts at Times ; and whety |
I have done this, I fhall moft willingly fit at the Feet
‘of ‘the meaneft of you, and receive a Retaliation in |

Kind. |

And you; my Brethren of the Laity, th_’mk not |
yourfelves unconcerned in this Difcourfe : *Tis your |

Caufe I am pleading ; and therefore affift mewizb

your Prayers, that I may manage it accarding to its |
Importance. You may alfo collect fundry Hints of |
the Duties proper to you, to promote the Succefs,® |
and lighten the Burden of our Labours; and thefe |

I hope you will ferioufly attend to, from a fuitable

Concern for yourfelves, and from 3 generous Syma

pathy with us. :

- I now proceed,

1. To point out fome Meaﬁn woich the Miniflers
of Jesus Jfhould purfue for the Advancement of
Religion in the World. .

Here [ fhall only offer a few tranfient and fuperfi-
cial Remarks upon the neceffary Preparations for
the
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“|@the Publick,--<the Swéjecis we thould &encraﬂy Nﬁ&
fupon,---the Manner in which we fhould han

- Athem,---and the Sanétion which our Examples and
| Converfations fhould give to all our publick Mini- .
Htrations,
" 1. We thould make proper Preparations for our
fpublick Miniftrations.
!~ Man was not intended to fleep away his Exiftence
in Sloth and Inaftivity, but formed for Operation;
'and as an Excitement to this, it is wifely ordered, "
|'that Pleafure Mould intermingle with his Exercifes,

| and that all his valuable Acquifitions fhould be the
Il Reward of Induftry. This Obfervation is particularly
i+ exemplified in thofe intelleéiual Improvements, which
| are effential to our Charalter as Teachers of Man-
{ kind. Thofe who, befides the Thirft for Know-
' ledge, innate to reafonable Creatures, have had theis
' Minds early turned to Study by a liberal Education,
|, can certainly never lofe their Relifh of Knowledge,
" nor count a fedentary ftudious Life a Drudgery ; e-
- fpecially when their frequent Avocations to the pub-
) lick Difcharge of their Office may ferve as a noble
! Recreation to relieve them from the Melancholy, or
- Farigue of clofe Thinking., Such whofe Minds have
- been re¢fined, both by human Literature and divine
Grace, can certainly never proftitute their precious
Time to the gay Delicacies of facetious, or the Foole-
ries of trifling Converfation, which they thould de-
vote to the Cultivation of their Minds, and to pre-

are themf{elves to deliver the Meflages of Heaven to
Mankind. And tho’ they cannot free themfelves en-
tirely om domeftic and fecular Cares, yet furely they
cannot indulge fo fordid a Tafte, after they have
relithed the fublimer Pleafures of intelletual Im-
provement, as to degencrate into earthly groveling
Worms, and fuffer the Affairs of this Life to en-
grofs their Time and Thoughts. If any in the

facred Character are capable of fo much Mcannﬁfs,
" they




wdl rove a D ace td tbeu' Fun&xon 4 and

:ll::)yr will lfave the legtIﬁcatxon of. feeing themfelves |
excelled. by. Perfons  inferior: to ithemy in, Parts and ! *
Education 3 for a barrés Genins,  difigently cubiva- i
ted, will produce more ufeful Fruits, than the wilds
* fpgntancous Produckions of -4 Mssrisks Genius, fufs ‘|
fomgt to rus wafley and the beft Foundation of . i
Lanimiag laid in Youth will foon become & Sceme of
Dejolstiia and Ruin, unlefs the Stru&ure be catied
~-ong and'the ‘Wattes of Time repilived,

it " '%;:.

* Study duriog .our After-life. . . "
Inyu uﬁdexpih?msmd:ﬁ mgi cu; Mt e ?\f

very m nd upon arngfs; and-.alfec- 5
tlo;yate Solomuidy, of our Difcourfes, Thefﬁ“ﬁ!&h i

‘k‘r to Mlqu ‘he MM’ m fO[Mﬂ “ , f:
to affeds the Heaen Now, . &y preparatory. Stegt
we may invent mof} propw,_‘% .' ) ANGH 3
luftrations, range them in the moft Astur |
and daicﬂ: them into that Form wm 18 WM? r’
to catc

the Attention, inform the. Underftandingg,
and frike the Paflions .of our Hearers, . Ang, S
Study, mtcrmmﬁled with frequent. o $ OF 4
Heart to God in Prayer, andipicmuﬁm
divine Subjeéts to ourﬁlvea, ‘we . may. make . foch
‘dee lm})reﬁions upon our own Minds, as will gi éhﬂ%
Difcouriea thofe: gemuine Indications of affeltionate
Earnrftndks, and adorn our Delivery with that m
ral Air of Solcmm ty, which is the moft

Oratory to our Hearers ; and which Afeﬂafim M
Grimace attempts to counterfeit in vain.

*Tis true,. mdced, thac while our Minds m ine
tenicly en fgaged in the abjiracted fpeculative Contems-
 plation of a Subje&t, we are too ready to fonget its

awful Reference to ourfelves, and its Influencs: upon
our .eternal State ; and hence Study fometimes
deqdens us into fenfelefs Stoics, inftead of firing oug
Hearts with all thofe tender Paflions which sre fo
graccful in Chriftian Orators. . Tis al{o true, thstsn

ovér.
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-over-eager Atteéntion to the little Niceties of acku:
rate Compofition, ‘does often enfeeble our Difcours
fes with thofe exceffive Refinements and languid De-
licacies, which are far lefs ufeful, as well as far lefs
graceful, than the expatiating, -extempore, irregular
Thoughts of a Mind deeply imprefled with eternal
Things. And [ hardly know a Temptation #hore
alluring, or more pernicious to delicate Minds, than
thefe little Accuracies, fo grateful to the Ear, and
fo pleafing to a luxurious Imagination. The beft
Way to remedy this Evil, and to reap the Advan-
tage of Preparations for the Publick, is to diffufea .
Spirit of Devotion thro’ our Studies, to direét themi
to proper Objects, and 1o avoid Extremes. et us,
on the ons Hand, take Care not to degrade the ma-
jeftic Truths of the Golpel by an indecent and flaven-
& Drefsy and on the other, not to divef them of
their awful Solemnity with pert theatrical Levities,
and beauith Gasderies. Leét us not affett to extem-
porize to fuch an Excefs, as to render our Sermons
a Chaos of Embryo-thoughts, maimed Arguments,
and rude Expreflions; or a Huddle of paflionate
Reveries, without Matter or Method: And iet us
not fo ferupuloufly confime ourfelves in Publick to the
Path we have laid out to ourfelves in our Studies,

~ as to admit of no extempore Amplificatiors, or oc-
cafional Excurfions ; for it is attefted by the Expe-
rience of all that have made the Trial, thatin the
Bervour of our publick Addrefies, a Variety of ten-
der and paffionate, and in the mean time pertinent,
Thoughts. Will occur to us, which we might have
fought in vain in the Coolnefs of our private Studies.

. A warm Heter has always a fruitful Invention ;
,oand will fpontareoufly fulgeft Sentiments more
" Wriking to the Populace, and even to Hearers of
Tiafte, than our premeditated and laboqrcd
Thoughts. . And it would be a robbing our Audito-

rgzof ong of the beft Patis of their Entertainment,
L ) ' to’

2 -




"from that infipid Regularity with which we have

upprefs thefe devout Sallies and Fxcurfions of 4

nfported Heart, left we fhould deviate a lictle

planned our Difcourfes.  We all know that whena |

(

\

L ———

4
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¥

!

Thought flafbes upon our Minds with unexpeéted }

Suddennefs, it affeéts us more than thofe which are

familiarized to us by frequent Meditations and

hence the fudden Irruptions of Ideas upon our Minds,

i

in our publick Difcourfes, enkindle the Heart ae |

once, and not only animate us at #bas Moment, but
diffufe a peculiar Vigour and Pathos thro’ the Re-
mainder of our Miniftratiens. And therefore fuch a
rigid Comfinement to our Notes upon ordinary Occa-
fions, as denies us this advantageous and oratorial
Licence of exprefliig fuch extemporary Thoughtsy
is an ungrateful Impofition to a warm Heart, thaf
would indulge its own Ardour, and a great Ob~

ftruction to the Fervour and Pathos of our Delic -

very, and confequehtly to the Succefs of our Preach-
ing. And it is very doubtful, whether the languid
Accuracy, and effeminate Nicety of fuch Difcour-
fes, can afford fuch delightful Entertainments even
to a polite Auditory, as all Ranks, except thofe of
a fqueamifh Delicacy, would find, in Difcourfes, Je/s
corref?, animated by thefe extempore Eruptions of an

affeCtionate Zeal, X
It 1s probably the Lot of moft of us$ to have Oc-
cafions {o frequently, or unexpefiedly, to preach, that
we cannot make proper Preparations. And in this
Cafe, it is our Duty, with a humble Dependance on
the Aids of divine Grace, to improve fuch Oppor~
tunities ; tho’ at the Rilijue of our Reputation as
accurate Preachers.  Tho’ inordinary Cafes, the af-
fiftance of the holy Spirit, does not fuperfede, but
Juppofe the Excrtion of our Powers in proper Pre-
parations ; yet at fuch Occafions we may, without
Prefumption, humbly pray forend expect it, tho’
we have made little or do.Prefarations; and our
Cq®®. o Expecta-

:"‘-——-;’ °»




» b
L
- B

(U] W*ﬁvw o

gt i : - ) e = S RTEE P _ , 5
| E’R %Tﬁ TR R O v oy
L ) b 1’ 2% , it 7 . DR T A £
V o e : ;“-b C . ) v
Cxpect

ation, fhall not be fruftrated. Tho® we fhodld

g

1S

D

W
\

- ft not conciliate fo much popular Applaufe ; yet we

r
.. ¥
M ¥,

+

| may do more Service to the Souls of Men, thanat

‘&1 other Times by our moft elaborate Difcourfes : And
‘M| indeed it is no impofible Tafk for one, to whom

87 Bhe great Truths of the Gofpel are familiarized by

#f Reading, Meditation and Experience, to deliver an
" extempore Difcourfe, that may be very profitable to
§ | the Populace, and not juftly offenfive to Perfons of
§'| fuperior Improvements.

2. Let us generally infift upon thofe Subjeds that

are purely evangelical, or peculiar to the Religion of
Ul Jesus, asbeft adapted tos the great Ends of our
fi| Miniftry. &

It is neceflary we thould, at Times infift upon.the
great Puties and Truths of #atdral Religion, which
are fundamental to Revealed ; and particular Occa-

| -fions may fometimes occur, which may render it ne-
“ceflary to dwell upon a Sett .of Subjects, which

would ot be proper in ordinary Seafons. But ay

' we are Minifters of the New-Teftament, we ought tor

dwell principally on Subjelts purely evangelical; and
to know-what thefe are, we need only ftudy the
Bible, and particularly the New-Teffament.

_Let us lay open the prefent Degeneracy of haman’
Nature in all its naked Deformity ; alarm the fecure
Confcience with the Glare of Conviction ; awaken
hardy Impenitents by she Terrors of the Lord ;
overturn, overturn, eoverturn their prefumptuous
Confidences, and {weep away their Refuges of Lies,

" and wound them,- that they may give a welcqpme

Reception to the Phyfician.
Let us then bring them into the glorious Light of
t' “fpel. L.ct us open up the Method of Salva-
on by free Grace alone, thro’ the Mediasion of
our great Redectner, Let us exhibit the blefled
Jesus to a guilty World in all the Glories, and in
all the Sufferings of his mediatorial.Chamé‘ter.;ﬁ the
infinite

L
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~infinite Dignity of his Divinty, and the Innocence'
of his Humanity, and the infinite Merit of his Obe-'}
dience refulting from both thefe Sources, Let us |
exert all e Powers of Language to reprefent the i}
Agonies of Gethfemane, and the Tortures of Calva- %
ry, and the guilty Caufe and benevolent Defign of all "
thefe Sufferings, Let us point to him . lifted §
up on the Crofs, as the great Expiation far Sin, |
and the refittlefs Magnet to draw all Men to bimi, 3
Let us lay open the Tendernefs of his Heart, and '}
his Willingnefs to entertain the wvileft of Sinners, :
upon their Application to him. Let us princigally |
dwel{ upon what is §cn_craﬂy diftinguithed by the |
Name of - experimental Religion, the Nature and Ne« |
ceflity of Regeneration, of Faith, Repentance, and |
other Chriftian Craces.  Let us adapt our Difcour-
fes to the various Cafes of Saints and Sinners, foine
ftruét, to wound, to comfort and fupport, accord-
ing to their refpective Exigencies,. = "« -
“And when we inculcate the Dauties of Monglfe
as we undoubtedly will, if we declare the Brbole
Counfel of God, let us diffufe an evangelical’ Spirit
thro’ our Difcourfes, and recommend theft Diies
with an exprefs Reference to Chrift in his mediatorigl
- Chara&er. - L
Thefe, and the like, are the important Doétrines
which fhould generally found from our Pulpits ; and
by thefe a degenerate World is moft likely to be re-
formed. They are not indeed agreeable to the mde
dern Tafte in fome Places, Thefe humble Doce
trines of the Crofs are deemed the Cant of Fanati-
¢cifm, and muft be exchanged for languid Ha-
rangues upon ingenious Speculations or moral Virtues,
But it is this Foolifbnefs of Preaching alone that will
be found the happy Expedient to fave perifhing
Multitudes:  And let the Fews require a Sign, and
the Greeks feek after Wildam, we will not humour
their vitiated Tafte ; butcwill preach Chrift crucified,
2 tho’

i
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M Jbe 7ew.r hp ﬂidu]d bc 3 Stx.'mlvlé# &bclc and"
i 'e wL verbs Foolifbnefs; for to them tbat are called,
| wbctber ]ews or Greeks, whether Jeatped or 1lhtcratc,
1 Chrift is the Power of God, and the Wifdomof God § ;
J and numberlefs are the happy Conquefts, which
thefe almighty Doctrines have gained over the moft
t obftinate Sinners,
‘Bt 3. Let us handle thefe, and all other Subjects of
1 our publick Difcour(es, in that Manner which is beft
adapted to the great End of our Miniftry.
¥i Lo illultrate this Ilead, I fhall only offer a few
B} tranfient Remarks; and as fome of them are per-
k@ haps ariginally my oww, 1 humbly fubmit them tq
you for the Sanéion of your Approbation.
il - It is evident that Plainmefs ought to be the Pro.
erty of Difcqurfes intended to infirué? ; efpecially
" fuch as are addrefied to Perfons of weaker as well as
1| ftronger Capacities: Lt us therefore ftudy to make
| all our Sermons as plain and popular as poffible; and
i for that End take the moft natural Mgthod, whe-
' ther it be confiftent with the modern Artifice of de-
Zgnedly concealing the Method, or noty and ufea
ain familiar Style, tho’ it thould want forme of thofe
laboured Ornaments which might render it more a-
Eecable to ourfelves, and two or three of our
carers. This Per/picuity of Language is very
confiftent with the pureft Elegauce, and the true Sub-
lime 3 for a polite Style is npt a Compoﬁnon of bard
Words, Scholafticifms and exotic Expreffionss and
confequently it is only durnifbed, by paring off thefe
Rarbarifms. It is certainly very congruous and or-
namental, to clothe divine Truths in tender, deli-
cate, fignificant or majeftic Language, according ta
the Nature of the Subjeét 3 and this will recom-
mend them, not only to delicate Ears, but to the
Populace ; if we do not become unintelligible, under
the Pretence of being elggans, The Language of

the
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the New-Teftament, a little varied, to conform it to :
" the prefent Diale®, is, perhaps, the beit Standard

for our popular, Style.

Again; Let usendeavour to cultivate and improve
the Peculiarities of our refpective Genius’s, and not . !
indulge a vain Affeftation. The Peculiarities of the

Mind in different Perfons are no lefs evident than
thofe of their Bodies;, and it is the Duty of a Mi-
nifter of the Gofpel, having difcovered the peculiar
Turn of his own Mind, to follow Nature, and not
to force himfelf into the Channcl whege the: Genius
of another runs, becaufe perhaps it mmay appear
more large or agreeable, ~ And this Diverfity of
Gifts conduces not a little to the Benefit of Mans

A

3

kind, as it is adapted to the correfpondent Pariety of

their Cafes, Affeiiations of the Peculiarities. of a-
thers, whether in Body or Mind, are always unfuc-
cefsfwl and ridiculors 5 whereas if every Man would
cultivate his owmw Y4ri of Mind, it would admit of
valuable Improvements, and prevent the unnatural
Drudgery and Reproach of Mimickry. o
This Remark might be illuftrated by a Variety
of Initances ; but I fhall at prefent only particula-
rize one, which I chule, becaufe we are moft apt to
err in this Relpect ; and that is, 4n affeéied Iwita-
tion of the Style of athers. 'The natural Variety of
Style 1s perhaps as great as that of Foices , and if

every one carefully improves his ows peculiar Styla,
and takes Notice of the Language of others, not 49

adapt it, but to pa/i/h bis own by it, he will refine it ipto

tolerable Elegance and Propricty, however awk ward

it was naturally ; tho’ it will be ftill inferior to that
.. of thofe whom Nature has bleffed witha {pontane-
ous Flow of ready and elegant Expraflions. But
when we read or hear & Style much better than oyr
owp, we are apt to be fo much-out of Conceit
withour own, and fo charmed with the osber, asim-
mediately to attempt a farced Imitation of it, and

we




[} we fucceed juft asill as we would do, fhould we af-
‘g fect to affume the Afpe¥, or counterfeit the Poices of
& others. We may borrow a fplendid Patch or two,
§ and tack them to our Difcourfes; but the Want of
L - continued Uniformity will difcover the Plagiary or the
L Mimick. o |

¢ And as Yowth is peculiarly addited to this Foi-
| ble, I humbly hope, my coeval Brethren, you will
| pardon me, if 1 direct this Caution particularly to
I you. We hear the mafterly and polite Difcourfes of
‘our Fathes in the Miniftry, who have the Advanta-
es of extenfive Reading, mature Thoughts, and

. long Practice, which we cannot pretend to: We
.- hear them with Pleafure and Applaufe; and thro’ an
" injudicious Eagernefs to equal their Abilities at once,
. or perhaps from a fecret Tinfture of Vanity, we are
E prompted to imitate them in their Style, their Me-
" thod, or their Delivery. But our Imitation degene-
. rates into a fruitle(s and ridiculous Affeélation, which
~ difcovers at once our Want of their Accomplith-
ments, and our Ambition to be elteemed pofiefled of
- them. Letustherefore, my Brethren, confineourfelves
to the Truths we know, and handle them in the

. beft Manner we are capable; and let the fuperior
.- Accomplithments of our Elders, like a Prize con-
gﬁmws at the Goal, animate us to take the fame .
- Steps they have taken, in Hopes, thro’ a Courfe of
~ (Wears, to arrive, in fome Meafure, at their Em-
- Further; When the Nature of the Difcourfe will
 allow of it, let us addrefs ourfelves particularly to
our Hearers. For this Purpofe let us addrefs them

. in the fecond Perfon, that they may obferve we are
" fpeaking fo them, Mankind are naturally averfe to
apply the Word to themfelves, and prone to confi«
der it as an ahfirafled Speeulation, in which they
have no particular Concern 3 and therefore every

Artifice ought to be ufed to turn their Thoughts
, - upon




upon themfelves ; and it has this Tendency, when |
we ufe a Form of Addrefs particularly direfted to

them y whereas when we fpeak of Saints and Sin-
ners in the third Perfon, they virtually forget that
they are eitber, and fo do not obferve the particular
Reference of the Difcourfe to them: It was in this
pointed Form of Addrefs that Chrift+ generally
preached to his Hearers, and I have humbly ufed
the Freedom of exemplifying it, my reverend Fa-
thers and Brethren, in this Addrefs to you.

Finally ; Let us deliver our Difcourfes with a
grave and affectionate Solemnity ; avoiding the wild
Reveries of Enthufiafm, on the one Hand ; and the
droaning Heavinefs and ferene Stupidity of Stoicifm,
on the other,---The Minifters of the rational Reli-
gion of Jrsus fhould always fpeak the Words of
Truth and Sobernefs, with a compofed and folemn
Gravity, They thouid indeed be paffionate and
warm ; but when under this Pretence, any put on a
diftratied fanatical Air, they expofe their Funétion
to the Contempt of the World ; and in their Ad«
mirers will only raife boifterous Tranfports of irra-
tional Paffions, which will foon ftagnate into Srups<
dity, or hurry them into enthufiaftical Extrevagaen-
sies.---On the other Hand, our Delivery fhould be

VIGOrous

+ Dr. Doddridze has this very pertinent Note on Mat. vii.
9. where Chrilt addreffes his Hearers in this pointed Form,
What Man is there of You, whom if bis Son aft Bread, awill
he give him a Stone P—*¢ Young Preachers will, I hope, obferve
* (fays the Dr ) how much Life and Force it adds to thefe Dif-
“ courfes of our Lord, that they are {0 c/ofely direfted, thro' the
% whole of them, as an immediate Addrefs to bis Hearers, and
‘¢ are not Joo/e and genera/ Harangues, in the Manner of thofe
‘¢ E/fays, which are now grown fo fathionable in Pulpits, If
‘“ any are grown too polite, to learn true Oratory from Chrift,
¢ I with they would at leaft learn it from Demofibenes”® [and

K80, who are remarkable for this pointed Form of Addrefs
in 09#lr celebrat d Orations] ** and 'who, I doubt not, would
“ have admired the Eloquence ®F-this Sermon’’ [on the
Mewt.) Fam, Expofy Yol. 1. § 42,
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. vigorous and aﬁﬂiomte; and expreffive of the -dcep'

" Impreffions the tremendous Things we fpeak make
- upon our own Hearts, There cannot be a more
- fthocking Incongruity, than to fleep over fuch awfl-

Subjedts, and addrefs ourfel.ve;f to perithing Immor-

tals, on the Brink of Eternity, in cold Blood 3 and 1

hardly think it poffible for one that has any juft Senfe
of eternal Thingd, to put on a carelefs ftupid Air,
when fpedking of them ; unlefs, with a Kind of

- awkward Difimulation;, he fupprefs the genuine
- Workings cig"‘his Heart by unnatural Violerce.

- 8Such is the Conftitution of Buman Nature, that we

will feat in earneft, when we are in carneft. If
we obferve the moft unpolithed Speakers, when
they are in' earneft, even in common Converfation,

- we will find that Narure teaches them fuch Expre/-
fions, fuch a Modulation of the Veice, fuch Looks

dnd Gefiares, as befpeak their Earneftnefs with ini-
mitable Eloquence. And certainly when we feel
e WMmiglity Encrgy of eternal Things, we cannot
but give evident Indications of it in our Delivery :
Let ug therefore throw off the Mafk of fo awk-
ward ah Hypocrify, and difcover the inward Ar-
d¥ur and paffionate Concern of our Hearts, if we
wéuld a&t the Orator, the Minifter, or the Chbriftian;
for o Hearers will hardly think #s in earneft,
when we give no Evidences of it; and we cannot
expedt that rhey fhould feel the treinendous Impor-
tance of thofe folemn Things, which they fee us

handle as trifling Levities, or the Materials of a

light popular Harangue to amufe them.
4 fct us give a Sanétion to all our publick Mi-

 piftrations by our Example and Conver/ation.

That the Force of Example is greater than that of
Precept, 1 a trite and true Obfervation, A Devia-
tion from our own Inftructions will difqualif{ us-to
declare the whole Counfel of God, as it will either

eonfufe and dalh us wich confcious Skame, or tempt




¥,

2

B af\ D R B ) Vol LAURRARE
31} .'l,o . ¢ A4

w, in Mc&y« to ourfelves, not to urge the Striél-
we/s of evangelical Holinefs. An' imitable Practice

‘will adorn the Dogtrine of Godlinefs*, and prevent

_the Name of ~God from being blafpbemed in the

World'§; and it will procure Veneration to the Mi-

nifterial Office, and {o facilitate our Accefs to the

* "Minds of Men, and promote our Succefs. ‘
. We may alfo in our common Converfation with

| Mankind find proper Occafions to intermingle fome

pious. Reflections, without Imprudence or pharifaical
Ofiemtation; and thefe occafional Remarks may be
ot great Service, both as they may fuggeft folemn
Thoughts to thofe we converfe with, and as they
may convince themi that we ftill retain, amid the
Pleafantries of Converfation, fomething of that
zealous Spirit of Devotion which flames inthe Pul-
pit. |

It is certainly highly incongruous, and even cri-
minal, for Perfons of good Tafte, and extenfive
Improvements, who have Materials in Readinefs for
inftructive and entertaining Converfation ;  and
efpecially for Perfons whofe Office obliges them to
improve all Opportunitics of doing Good ; to
walte their Time, which is facred to God, and his

~Church, in idle Vifits ; and to carry on their Part

thro’ the tedious infipid Courfe of a trifling Conver-
fation. Such awkward Condefcenfion finks them
nto Contempt ; and entire S7/ence would be more
graceful. I am far from recommending an wn/fzcia-
ble Refervednefs and Aufterity, which is very inde-
cent in the Followers of the Son of Man, who
came eating and drinking, and converfing with Free-
dom; and this Extreme may be eafily avoided with-
out commencing talkative Triflers, In fhort 3 Let
us endeavour fo to conduct ourfelves, as that we
may botrow the Appeal of St. Paul, ¢ 2 are
Witneffes, and God ag/s, how bolily, ard jufly, and

‘ D unbla-

* Zitii, 10, 1 Tim. viu 1, § Bom. ii, 24.




| smblamably we bebaved ourfelves ameng you; as yoy-.
 know bow we exhorted, and comforted, and charg
 every one of you, as a Father doth bis Children|. =4
T'hefe are all the Remarks which the narrow L% V'
mits of a Sermon will permit me to make under tiig: 1
firft Head ;3 andif a Confcioufnefs of my own Fa8! <
Jures, or want of Acquaintance with the Condid& .
my Brethren, has led me to give fome medleﬁ
Cautions and Direftions; I prefume upon ggur
Goodnefs to forgive me shis involuntary Wreng, %

I now proceed, -

R
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. To offer fome important CoNSIDERATIONS 0 en-
gage us to purfue fuch Meafures as bave been men-
tioned for the Revival of Religion, with unwearied
Diligence and ardent Zeal,

And here, fuch Numbers croud upon me, that
the moft expreflive Eloquence could not exhauft
them in the longeft Difcourfe ; and fuch is their
Almighty Energy, that fure the moft infenfible
Heart cannot refift it. I may reafon,---from the im-
portant Ends of our Office,--froin the Diffeulty of
our Work,--—-from the Shortnefs and Unceriainty of
our Time,---from the great Need of a general Revi-
val, and more extenfive Propagation of Religion in
this degenerate Age,---from the Advantages we
would receive from it,---from the bappy Confequences of

@ faithful Diftharge of our Office,---and from tbe
Earnefnefs of other Beings about the Souls of Men,
which are entrufted to our Care. Let me remind
you, and. myfelf with you, of fome of thofe ten-
der and animating Thoughts upon thefe Topics,
which no Doubt have often caft you into Agonies
of pious Zeal, in your folemn Intervals.

1. Can we furvey the important Ends of our Of-
fice, and not be animated to the moft unwearied Di-
ligence to purfue them ?

Thefe

¢ b« Thed. iiy 10, 11,
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& Thefe are not to hoard up the Rubbith of earut’b:‘{
‘reafures, which Death ‘muft rend from the |
2ger Grafp; moé tq immortslize our Names, a- -
hang the dying Inhabitants of this World, or te
. blown to the Duft with the Breath of popular
“Applaufe ; tho’ for thefe Men have dared the Dan-
533- of Sea and Land, patiently undergone a Se- |
8 of .the moft painful Drudgeries, and even rua
hgRifque of their Lives. . Our Ends are mot to re-
1€v€ Captives, to heal the Sick, to fupply the Ne-
ceffitous, or fo diffufe Streams of temporal Felicity
around us: Tho’ to a generous Heartit would be
a Heaven to wander like a Pilgrim with thefe be-
neficent Powers thro’ a miferable World. But the
Ends of our Funttion are infinitely more important and
benevolent : To reclaim obftinate Rebels to a due
Subjettion to the King of Kings; to difufe the
Knowlcdge of a Saviour’s Name thro’ a dying
World; to open the Dawn of cheerful Light upon
them that dwell in Darknefs and helplefs Sorrow 3
to heal the wounded Spirit with the Balm of Colva-
ry; to feed the Church of God, which be hath pur-
chafed with His owN Broop ; orto fay all at once,
To fave perifbing Immertals from intolerable, srrecove~
-vable, eternal Ruin and Mifery; and to brigg them to
a bappy Immortality, to enjoy the utmoft Perfeltion
 of Felicity, fuch as becomes the Goodnefs of a God
- to beftow, fuch as is equal to the mature Capacities
of Creatures formed for ever-growing Improve-
ments: Thefe are the great, the noble and benefi-
cent Ends of our Office ; and may our grateful
Praifes crown the Head of our condefcending Ma-
- fter, who has made fuch extenfive Beneficence the
Bufinefs of our Life; while the reft of Mankind
~ are doomed to meaner Purfuits. I doubt not but
the blefled Jesus counts it the greateft Honour he
could put upon us in this mortal State; and he
piltly expects that we fhould form the fame Efti-
; D2 ~ mate
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mate of it. 'The Confequence of every Serw:a, of
every Sentence, delivered in the awful Name of God,
is more important than the Fate of Kingdoms. If
our Negotiations fucceed, what an illuftrious Train
of happy Confequences follow, which fhall extend
their blifsful Influence to the remoteft Periods of an
interminable Duration! On the other Hand (if you
can bear up under the overwhelming Horror of the
Suppofition) fhould our Miniftrations fail of thefe
happy Ends, thro’ our Languor or Inactivity, alas!
how dreadful the Confequences! Our God is de-
prived of his juft Honours; our Fefus, who was
‘Eom, who lived, who died, who afcended to his
native Heaven, for s, is negleted 5 the precious
Means of Graceareinvain; or rather like effectual
Medicines, they ké//, whom they do not cure 3 our
Fellow Sinners, dear to us by a thoufand Ties, aie
loft,---irreparably,---cternally loft! loft i the dif-
mal Realmy of Defolation, Torture, and helplefs
Defpair ! loft 20 all the boundlefs Joys of a happy
Immortality ! and (which may give the keeneft
Wound to our Hearts) loft thro’ eur Careleffnefs !
Sure, in this Cafe, Horror would feize us to look -
upon ourfelves, the inhumane Acceflaries to the -
- Murder of our Species. Now feeing the Ends of
our Office are fo important and tremendous, can we
yawn, can we indulge a flothful nafiivity, in the!
Purfuit of them? No; we could fooner be dilatory .
and remifs in fnatching our Children out of a de~
vouring Fire, than in this more important Concern.
For Zion’s Sake we will not bhold our Peace, and for
Yerufalem’s Sake we will not reft, &c.---Efpecially |
ﬁnce, %
2. Our Work isextremely difficult 3 and therefore, -
/ without the warmieft Zeal and moft indcfatigable
; Diligence, we cannot obtain thofe important Ends.
. We have to do with a guslty World, who have

| forfeited the Influences of the divine Spirit éng
0
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/ God may withold them when and where he pleafes )
" and tho" he gives us fufficient Encouragement that
our Labours fhall not be in vain, yet he diftribuces
his Grace with the molft free and maieflic Sovereign-
tv. Hence we often plant and water in vain, bes
caufe an incenfed God denies the Increafe * 4 and none
will believe our Report, becaufe the Arm of the Lord
is not revealed§.---Tho' we ofter eternal Life to
Men upon the moft reafonable Terms, it is the moft
hopelefs Propofal we can make to the World,  They
are ignorant of its Importance, and unwilling to be
taught. They ave carelefs about it, and hate to be
alarmed. They are aqverfe to the Means of ob-
taining it ; and in Spite of all our weightieft Argu-
ments and moft melting Expoftulations, they will, .
they odftinately will perfift in the enchanted Paths of
Sin and prefumptuous Security, Tho' we offer Par-
don bought with the Blood of God, to Criminals
condemned to everlafting Punifhment ; tho’ we of-
fer Health and Life to languifhing dying Souls ;
we are regarded as importunate Babblers, Their
Head-ftrong Lufts prevail againft our ftrongeft Ar-
guments, Arguments enforced with the tremendous
Authority of the fupreme Majclly, fteeped in the
Blood of Jrsus, and moiftened with our own com-
\paflionate Tears. If we fubvert their falfe Iopes,
fthey will foon rebuild them.  1f we flath the Light
of Conviction upon their Minds, they fhrink into
v Darknefs again. - If we awaken them to fome fe-
- rious Concern, they relapfc into Security before the
“next Sabbath, The Farmier finds his Ground as he
left ity but we mult cultivate and re-cultivate ; and the
~ Labours of the Sabkath can hardly repair the
Wates of the #eek. It is our hard Tafk to teach ”
the contentedly Ignorant; o humble the Proud ; to
break Hearts of Adamant; to interrupt pleafing Se-
curity with Peals of unwelcome Alarmsy to govern

Head-

EyTEAR )

* 1 Cor, i, G, 7, § Mai liii, 1.
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; | Headftrong Obftinacy ; to chear inveterate Melancho-
11y 3 toreafon down unreafonable Fears, which regard
| pur Arguments no more than a Whirlwind ; to con-
[fdrm Inconftancy into Perfeverance ; and who is fuf-
| Weient for thefe Things ?---The World alfo confpires to
{ - heighten the Difficulty of our Work. The Things -
¥ ifof the World divert the Thoughts of Mcn from
#  their eternal Concerns, and meeting with Hearts na-
§ fturally fufceptive of their Influence, make deeper
i 1and more lafting Impreflions with Trifles and Phan-
I [toms, than we can with the majeftic and fubftantial
3 (| Realities of the eternal World. So true is the Ob-"7
¥ |l fervation of our divine Mafter, The Cares of this
i} | World, and the Deceitfulnefs of Riches, choak the
& ' Word, and it becometh unfruitful +: The Men of the )
# | World likewife unite their infernal Efforts, and as it
¥ ! were bind themfelves in a Curfe, to obftruét the
¥ | Succefs of our Miniftry. Thefe Miffionaries of
F | Hell, with a Zeal ‘that may reproach our Luke-
{ | warmnefs, exert themfelves to propagate the Conta-
.\ gion of Vice, and occafion thofe to relapfe, who
} | feemed upon the Recovery by our Inftrumentality ;
| | and it requires no fmall Degree of Vigilance and
{ | Courage to counteract their malignant and too fuc-
4 cefsful Induftry.---But this is not all; our Mini-
i ftrations meet with Oppofition, not only from
'+ Farth, butfrom the malignant Powers of theinvifible
i World. e wreftle not only with feeble Flefb and
! Blood, but with Principalities and Powers, and the
D Rulers of the Darknefs of this World|; the gloomy
1 "Gods that work in the Children of Difobedience® ;
| ?thefc catch away the Seed of the Word§, and blind
1 the Minds of them that believe not **. And tho’ we

{ | offeep, or confine ourfeives to idle Privacy, thefe’in-
| fernal Lions with unwearied /Vigilance, are roaming
this Wildernefs in Queft of Prey++ ; and unlefs we
. keep

+ Matt. xiii, 22. || Eph,vi. 12, * Eph.ii, 2. § Mats,
xiii. 19, ** 2 Cor. ive 4. 1 1 Pativ, 8.
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o ’keep the ftrieft Watch, they will feize the Sheep
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of our Fold, and lead them with malignant Joy te'

the Slaughter. I may add, that our ewn Infirmsiies |
render our Work much more difficult,. O! could |
we get free from the ftupifying Influence of Sin |
could we always keep our own Spirits deeply im- |

preft with the dread Importance of eternal Things ;

- were we always duly fenfible of the Value of one |

immortal Soul; then would we be as watchful o-

‘ver our Flocks as their Guardian Angels; then the

Labours and Fatigyes of our Miniftry would be
more natural to us than Recreations. But alas, we
fhare in the general Degeneracy ; and have not, as
yet, obtained the perfett Cure of that Difeafe,
which has indifpofed all the Powers of human Na-
ture for the Exercifes of Devotion.---And is our
Work foextremely arduous? And thall we engage in

it as tho’ it were the eafy Amufement of our floth-
ful Hours? Our Work muf be done or we and .

Thoufands befides are ruined for ever ; and yet it
cannot be done without the moft vigorous, perfe-
vering and earneft Endeavours. Let us then, my
honoured and dear Brethren, let us exhautt all our
Powers, [pend and be fpent, in our arduous and dif-
ficult Undertaking. Let us cry aloud, and not fpare
let us lift up our Voices like Trumpets+y For Sion’s
Sake let us not hold our Peace, and for Ferufalem’s
Sake let us not reft, &c.---Our utmoft Diligence will
appear yet more neceflary, if we confider,
3. The Uncertainty and Shortmne(s of our Time for
Labour., o
We know not how foon our Mouths may be fi-
lent in the Duft; and every Meflage we deliver to
our Fellow-Mortals may be the laft. Death per-
petually lies in Ambuth, ready to fpring upon his
Prey; and he may break in upon our Studies ; or
Jurprize our Breath in the Pulpit, and_ Jeave the
Sentence
+ Jeai. lviii, 1,
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& Sentence wnfinifbed upon our Lips§. And can we
£ trifle away our uncertain Time in a languid” Dif-
¥ charge of our Office? Can we trifle, when we
¥ know not but we may be fummoned from the
B Pulpit to the Bar of our fupreme Judge? Can
I we trifle, when all our Opportunities of Service
| to a wretched World may fo foon be over?---But
- the longeft Time we can poffibly expet for
" public Ufefulnefs, is that between our Entrance into
 the Minifterial Office, and the inal&ive Period of
I old Age. Beyond the Grave indeed there is an end-
. lefs Duration ; but oh! that's intended for fublimee
o Purpofes; for reaping, and not for fowing ; for re-
+ ceiving our Wages, and not for labouring. Now
.. tho’ we fhould arrive to the remoteft Period of old
- Age, alas! how fhort is our Time compared with
.. the Importance and Difficulty of our Work! It is
- but a-Span, an Inch, an Hair’s-breadth. With
fundry of us a great Part of our Time, which

. fhould have been devoted to Preparations for the fa-
- cred Miniftry, was wafted in a thoughtlefs Eftrange-
" ment from God, and a ftupid Unconcernednefs for
that Caufe, in which we heartily engaged when it
pleafed God ta reveal his Son in us*; and this has
fhortened the Time of our publick Ufefulnefs, and
robbed Mankind of many Days, and perhaps Y ears,
of our Service. And how fhall we redeem this
Time, and make up this Lois, but by redoubled Di-
ligence, and an uninterrupted, zealous Devotednefs
to God, and the publick Ggod ?---But it is very im-
probable that many of us fhall arrive at the moft ad-
‘vanced Period of human-fidfe. We belong tlo a
| an-

- § This Remark lately receiveda folemn Confirmation in the
Death of the Rev. Mr. Hugh Conn, who as he was ovferving,
s« That Death may [eize us the next Moment,”* as foon as he had
expreffed the Word Moment, fell back in the Pulpit, and im-
mediately cApired, Fune 28, 1752.~See the Virginia Gazetti
of Fuly 30, 1752

* Gal.i. 15, 16
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languifbing, dying IFraternity.  The wafting Fa-!
tigues, and pining Anxietics of our Calling, have a
peculiar Tendency to fatter our Conftitution, and
prey upon our Viwls. This Truth we have feen
written in the Duft of fome of our more laborious
and fuccefstul Brethren, who have died Martyrs of
the Pulpit, in the Prime or Meridian of Life, and
left the Churches in Tears, #%z muft foon fellow ;
yes, my Brcthren, we who have now the Care of
Souls, and the Management cof the Affairs of the
Church, muft foon refign them into other Hands,
and retire from publick Life into the Chambers of
Death. Then Sinners may perifh, and Saints may
languith for us 3 we cannot relieve them. But the
Living, the Living, they may praife the Lord *, and
advance the Weal of the World in their Pilgrimage
thro’ it. Let us thercfore imitate our Lord, gnd
work while it is Day, that like him, wvijihay
breathe out our Life in that comfortable Declaration,
I bave glorified thee on Earth; | bave finifbed the
Work which thou gavef me to do§. Sure we
cannot yawn and fleep over our Work, on the
Brink of Eternity, within a Step of th¢ Supreme
Tribunal. Sure dying Men cannot {peak to dying
Men about Matters of eernal Confequence in cold
Blood. O Let us a& as Candidates for Eternity 5
and wbhatfoever our Hand findeth to do, let us do it
with our Might, for there is wo Work, nor Device,
nor Knowledge, nor Wildom in the @lgve, whither
we are goingt. For Ziow's Sake, &c.3
4. Can we refleCt upon the great Need of a gene-
ral Revival and more extenfrve Propagation of Reli-
gion, and not be fired with Zeal, vigoroufly to pur-
{ue all proper Meafures to obtaii it ?
Look round the World, my Brethren, look
round your own Congregations ; and the moft ge-
E nerous

¥ i, xxxviii. 19, § Jobn xvii. 4. and ix, 4.+ Ecclf:
iX, 10,
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@ jinerous Charity which you can indulge, under any
§H rational or {criptural Limitations, cannot avoid the
L}l unwelcome Conclufion, that Multitudes, Multitudes
W ore in a perifbing Condition, We would willingly
'R turn away from the Evidence; but alas! it glares
i upon us from every Hand ; and robs us of the Plea-
i1 fure fo agreeable to a benevolent Mind, viz, That
I .of congratulating Mankind upon the Profpet of
{ their Happinefs, Multitudes give us the cleareft
Difcoveries of their utter #ant of all real Religion ;
| and the Cafe of-many others is fo doubtful as to
| ftagger even our credulous Charity. ILord! who
b bath believed our Report 2 Andto whom is the Arm of the
. Lordrevealed? Thereis none that calleth upon thy Name,
I that firreth up bimfelf to take boldof thee ; for thou
1 baft bid thy Face fromus, and baft confumed us becaufe
L/ @f agr Iniquities§. A general lethargick Security pre-
7ilkand the Angels, whoare employed as the Spes
forld, are, no Doubt, returning that Account
which Zechariab heard them giving in Vifion+, #We
bave walked to and fro thro’ the Earth, and bebold, all
- the Earth fitteth fill, and is at ref. 'We have indeed
" been the Yimcﬂés, and fundry of you the zealous
Promotersof an extenfive religious Concern thro’ this
Land, which, notwithftanding the many real or ima-
ginary Extravagancies that attended it, we ftill dare to
call 4 Work of Gud, and the Remembrance of
which will be ftill frefh 8pon our Minds, and inter-
mingle with giiesdoft folemn Thoughts in the near-
et Views offternity. But alas! that Harvef is
paft, that Summer is ended, and Multitudes are not
Javed*, and now Ichabed 1 is written upon all our
Affemblies, Twur GLoRX I1s DEPARTED; which
may fhock us as the Hand-writing upon the 1Wall did
the Chaldean Monarch|. But few are awakened,
and the Impreflions that are made by the Dint of
Preaching, {oon wear off. Many of the Chlldl’tl}
0
§ Jai. Ixiv. 7. + Zech-i. 11, ® Yer, viii, 20.
++ 1 Sam.iv, 21, 22. | Dan v. 5, 6,




of God are languithing ; the Things that remain are |

ready to die**; and it 1s well if this epidemical Con-
tagion has not infected the Pulpit. And can we be
the unconcerned Speftators of fo mournful a Scene?
Can we behold the impending Ruin of Thoufands,
and not exert ourfelves to avert it? They arerelated
to us by the moft endearing Ties, and we are under
the ftrongeft Obligations to promote theit Salvation.
They fhare in the fame common Humanity with us,
and are all made of one Blood, and the Offspring of
one common Father+. They are our general Charge
as we are Minifters of the Catholick Church; or our
particular Charge as we are Paftors of particular
Congregations; and we are accountable for their
Souls; and if, while weare bufy here and there, th
are gone, and loft, our Life foall go for theirs*. O
fome of them may be united to our Hearts by .

additional and more tender Ties of Friendfbip o L

Relation.  Andfhall they perith, while ve careicfsly
look on? Can we {pare a Child, a Neighbour, a
Parithioner; nay, can we f{pare the vileft §/ave to
Hell, and carelefsly refign him to the bloody Hands
of infernal Monfters; Humanity cannot bear it
Duty forbids it Friendihip breaks our Hearts at
the Thought. Rather than be Aéceffories to fuch
hellith Cruclty, let us cry to God, let us cry to Men;
let us warn every Man , let us teach every Man in
all Wifdom, that g may prefent every Man perfeft in
Chrift Fefus§. 2% that.make mention O the Name of
the Lord, keep not.8Yewddy, and give bim'no Reft, tiil
be eftablifb, and till be Mdke Jerufalem o Praife in the
Earth). Phyficians ‘Bawe no Time to trifle, when
their Patients are dying apound them, and Death has
entered in at their Windews. An Emperor of the

World catching Flies 4+, isnot fo incongruousa Sight,

~Ea2 as

*® Rew. iii, 2 4 Aus xvii. 26, 28. * 1 Kings xx. 40.
$ Col.i. 28. || Yai. Ixii, 6, 7. +1 Like Demitian the Ro-
oan Emperor, | |
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§l as a Mnifter of the Gofpel proftituting too great a
i Share of his Time to trifling Converfation, or to the
)| little tempting Delicacies of polite Literature ; while
{| Thoufands of Immortals are perifhing around him,
fil And here it is natural to add, That nothing but a
| general Revival and very extenfive Propagation of Re-
{ ligion can anfwer the Exigency of our Cofe.  Tiven
il 1n this Seafon of general Security, we probably have
| the Happinefs of obfrving a few in our refpetive
{ Congregations awakened, and hopefully turned to
| the Lord ; otherwife we could hardly refrain from
' the peevith Petition of Elijab, ¢ 1t is eneugh, now,

O Lord, take away our Life§.”” Thefe joyful
f Seals of our Miniftry animate our Hearts ; and we
!

ought not to defpife the Day of fmall Things|; for it
a Mercy that deferves our cternal Praifes, and the
beratulations of all the heavenly Hofts, that fo

J

|
i
i

- as owe Heart has ever been turned to God in
. this guilty World, which might juftly have been
. doomed to univerfal Ruin. But alas! my Bre-
~ thren, ‘what is the Converfion of two or three here
and there, when there are fuch AMultitudes in all Pla-
ces Strangers to God? Here we muft indulge an in-
fatiable Avarice, and never fay, it is enough. When
Multitudes are dead in Trefpafles and Sins 3 Multi-
tudes muft be quickened ; or Multitudes are cternal-
ly undone. And how can we bear to. fee the Evil

that fhall come ﬁ odbthe Daugbter ¢f our People ? Since

then nothin "than a gemgral énstenfive Revival of
Religion caranf{wer our Caf®, et us exert ourfelves
to. promote it. All our Entdeavomrs indeed will be
ineffectual, 2/l the Spirit be goswred upon us from on
bigh++ ; butitis onlyinthe Way of Drligence, that we
can expect this Blefling. - For Zion’s Sake therefore
let us %ot bold our Peace, &c.- untsl ber Righteoufnefs
go forth i/lufirious, diffufing its Rays around thrq’
a benighted World ; and till her Salvation be confpi-

| CUOKS

§ 1 Kings xix, 4o || Zech.iv. 10, ++ Jfai. Xxxiis 14, 154




enous and extenfive, as a Lamp which {catters the
Particles of Light far and wide in the furrounding

Air.  And oh‘ we humbly hope, that having learn-
cd Prudence by Experience, we fhould know better
" how to condu&t ourfelves in fuch a Seafon, and to
carry on the Work, than in the late Revival, when
we were caflt into pleafing Confternation by the No-
velty and  wncommon Circumftances of the Pheno-
menen.---And as fuch a Revival would have the

happielt Confequences upon the #orld in general, o,

5. We ourfelves would retcive pemlzar Advania-
ges frem ity and therefore a Regard to ourfelves
fhould cnoage us to promote it.

It would both fweeten our Laboyrs, --and gualzj_'y

us for them.  Whatever Purfuit Men are engaged in, *

nothing tends fo much to lighten their Toils, .as the
Profpect of Succefs ; and the moft painful Exertio

of thelr Powers, which fhall obtain the End

lefs tirefome than their languid Eflays which th -
pect will be 7z vain.  And I need only defire you
to confult your own IHearts to be informed, how
much Alacrity the Profpect of Succefs wonld diffufe
thro’ all your moft painful Iabours. We fpeak
- with Sorrow becaufe we {peak with Difcouragement
we {peak rather from a Senf(c of Duty; than from
Hope tobe heard. To whom fhall we [peak and give
W arning, that they may hear ? Behold, their Ear is
uncircumcifed, and they cannot bearkeny, bebold, the
Word of the Lord is unto them a Reproach they
bave no Delight in it §.y And mull it not be a tire-
fome Employ, to be ehruding Entcrtainments upon
Mankind, which they have no Relifh for? Cur
Lungs are worn ;2( in neglected Cries to the ob-
ftinately Deaf. Ztlaws are burnt, and the
I'owzder melteth in wom, . wehen itis his fruxtleis Talk
to refine reprobase Stver+, and no Wonder he
grows weary of the Employ. But with what Plea-

fure
§ Fer.vi. 10, t Jer. vi. 29, 5-.
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fure would we ftudy, and pray and preach, if we
§ faw the great Ends of our Office accomplithed by
3 thefe Means! With what Pleafure would we break
g the Bread of Life te thofe that bunger for it; and
offer a Saviour, and all the Bleflings of his Grace, to
B fuch as would eagerly emérace the Offer! And
thus it would be in a general Revival of Religion,
# Therefore for Zion’s Sake let us not bold our Peace,
¥ &c.---And as fuch a happy Seafon would /ighten our
il moft painful Labours, fo it would, above all other
- Things, qualify us for a proper Diftharge of our Office.«
i} Then all the devout Paffions would be reciprocally
i communicated between Miniffer and Pesple. Then
H fhould we feel the filent, but powerful Oratory of
lI” their fpeaking Looks ; and the apparent Impreffions
i made by one Sentence, would animate us to deliver
2 @wthery and thus our Pegple would preach to us,
Mg e are preaching to them. Then inftead of -
TMHg a contagious Deadnefs from the Afpeét of
our Auditory, every Countenance would flalh a
Spark of heavenly Fire into our Hearts, and render
| us burnindand foining Lights§. A devout Sympathy
‘ would gujde us, as by a Kind of Inflind, to
the moft fproper Meafures of dealing with them,
Then would'our preparatory Studies be happily inter-
rupted by the welcome Intrufions of anxious Souls,
not to feaze us with zrifling Enquiries, but to afk,
What fhall we do to be faved? and to unbofom them-
fclves to us about the various Exercifes of their
Hearts ; from whence we might colle¢t more perti-
nent Materials for Difcourfes gdapted to the Cafes of
our Hearers, than all eur intenfe Studies could fur-
nith us with, Let us therefore, my Brethren, ex-
-ert ourfelves in our refpetive Spheres to promote
'+ a general Reformation, ag the eadiet Way to our
.. own Improvement. For Zion's Sake let us not bold

t our Peace, &c.---But fhould a fovereign God frer--.r.
ufe

T S

§ Job.v. 33.
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fufe, as he juttly may, to crown our Labours with
fuch extenfive Surcefs 5 yet they will not Le in vain;
for confider,

6. The bappy Confequences of a faithful Ditharge
of our Office, tho’ it thould not have any ramarkable
Succefs.

We all know how much it 15 for our Comfort,
to be free from anxious Su/picions abeut our Call to
the Minilterial Otfice.  Horror throbs thro’ our
Veins at the very Suppofition ot our bung Intruders.
Now, if God tupplies us with Grace taithfully to
difcharge this Office, upon our reguiar Introduction
to it, 1t will help to contirm our Judgiment, that he
approv’d our cntering into  1t.---Again; We
know how much itis tor our Intercft, and the pre-
fent Tranquilty of our Lives, to cultivate Friend-
Jhip with Conjiience, to prevent Bofom-broils, and
the agonizing Remorfe of Guilt.  And this 1s
happy Confequence of a faithful Difcharge of
Office. W hereas a fieret Sufpicion that fome have
perithed thro” our Untaithfulnefs, and may be now
i the infern:l Regions, unpruating the heavictt
Curfes upon our lieads, muft wound a Heare of
Stone,  Botter be harraiicd with all the Furies of
Hell, with the Gourd of ¢onfcious Innocence, than
to be hauwnted with the Ghoft ot our paft Days, that
we have zsurdered and buiied by Sloth and Carclefl-
nefs.---Further 5 The important Hour of Death is
butore us; an bomeff Hour, and juftly tamous tor
fpeaking the Truth without Flattery ; and we would
make not only a comfortable and fafe, but an bensu-
vable Exit from this mortal Stage: We would ex-
pend our /af# Breath in recommending to all around
us, that Saviour, and that Rehgion, which have
been fo familiar to our Lips /# Health; and give
them the cleareft Evidence that we can venture cur
ewn Souls with Courage upon that Foundation on
which we have endeavoured to bu'ld r4eir Hopes.

But
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But a Confcioufnefs of habitual indulged Unfaithfq
nefs will damp our Spirits, and fhut our Mouths .
or extort from us hidcous Complaints of our own
Conduét. Guilt will fpread a difmal Gloom over
the eternal World ; Guilt will weaken our Confi-
dence in God Gunlt will torture us with Papgs fe-
verer than thofe of Death, at the Profpect of the
_fupreme Tribunal, be fore which the next Hour
lace us. But oh! to have tbis for cur Rejoicing,
- QO the Teftimony cf our Coufcience, that in Simpl-
&dt) tnd godly Sincerity, and not in fle/LN Hifdom, but
*By the Grace of God, we have had our Converfation in
the World, and efpecially tcwairds our refpeltive
Charges*: How will this embolden us agzinft all
the ghaftly Terrors of Death! O! the unipe ikable
Satisfaction of reviewing a Life fpent like that of
yJLaul, and being able to fay with him, ---Tke Time of
eparture is at FHand: I bave feuicht cgocd Fight,
| Snifbed ray Ceusfe, 1 have Lept the Faith+.
Ther® the Confcioufnefs of habituai Jecz cdnefs to
the grgt Bufine(s of our Ninitlry, will counter-
ballancegtne melancholy Review ot our Unfuccefs-
fulnefs 5= and we will be abie to fay with Ifaiab,
Tho* I'rael l'e not pathcied, yet foall I te gloricus in
the Eves of the Lerd, o d my Gou yhall le 7y
Strengt§.  Then the Seafons we have fpeit in lo-
neftly labouring for the Converfion of Sinners, will
afford us infinitely more Pleafure, than thofe Houirs,
fo {weet to us now, in which we have rioted in ii-
telleftual Luxuries, or which we have wafted upon
ufelefs Curiofitics. We may be alarmed with the
dying Complai t of the indefatigable Grofius, which,
in this Affembly, I may relage in his own Words,
without the Appcarance of Pedantry, “ Prob!
Vitam perdidi, cpercie iy qpendo 3 [Alas! 1 have
wafted my 'Lnfe, buﬁly &g nothmg] And oh!

let us beware left we have morellufon for it, l;tt

® 2 Cr.io1z. 2 Tim iv, 6, 7. § Ifai slix. 5.
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at latt than he.---Finally; I might lcad yout
T houghts, beyond this I¥or!d, to that Crowon of Glory
geferved even for wificcelsful [idelity, but hcre a
\glint is fuffcient.  We aie lott i fwecr ixeels of
Light, and over-whelmed with ske exceedig cnd
eternal Weight of Gloiy. If we may then buc hear
the Approbation of our almighty Judge as gocd and
faithful Servants; if we nay but obtain the lewef?
Seat in heavenly Blifs, our Reward will infindtely
exceed all the Labours of Life. And let us bave
p R:ﬁeé? to the Reccinperce of Rcccsrd . and be a-
nimated by it to the moft unwearicd Diligince in the
Work of the Lord., For Zicw’s Scke lct us not bold
our Peace, &c.

7. How earneft ought we to I: in the Purfuit of
the great\l“,nd of our Fundétion, when sther Bt’ing:
are fo much in earngt about it! :

- Our important I'nd (as has been obferv.
to fnatch perithing Sinners from cverlafting Mhijery,
and bring them to a happy Immortalicy : @nd this
is an Obje& of wiriverjal Cerzorz, in one Xiew or
other, to Heazvcn, and [orts, and Heg, in all
Ages.  We Kknow no raticral Being carelef§ about it
thro’ the whole Univerf, but Aaiiy; Meawm, whofe
fole T rereft lics at Stalkee. Yor rhis Esd JeHov.aiu
e oted his eternal Sabbatifing and formed this
Wond, with all its magnificent Appratus.  Zor
th:s he il continues the Revolutions of Time, and
his fingle Hand fupports univerfal Nature.  L'or this
the co-equal Son of God was born of 1 Woman,
was laid in a Manger, was banithed a helplefs Lxile
into Fgypg endured the Hardfhips of Poverty,
was hungly, was thisfly, was wecary, was re-
proached, and perfecuted.  Ftr s0is he wept Floods
of Tears, he preached many a Scrmon, ke wroughi
many¥Miracle. Forthishewasbctrayed, denied, buf-
feted, fpit upon, derided, fwcat Blood, and bore the
Weight of divine Juftice ; and oh! for this, he ex-

F pired
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pwed, . in Agonies unknown, ort the accurfe d‘: -
and defcended’ to the Duft of Death. For this he
broke the Bonds of Death, and burft his Way to
his native Heaven; where he now intercedes with
almighty Importunity for the fame important End.
For this the holy Spirit condefcends to ftrive with
iinyielding Rebels, and makes the humble Manfion
of human Hearts his Temple.  For this the angelic
Armies hover over this little Globe, and exercife the
moft vigilant Guardiarifhip over Particles of animated
Duft*.  For this the Apoftles were infpired with
the Knowledge of the Gofpel, armed with miracu-
lous Powers to atteft it, and fent forth to conquer
the Nations to the Faith of Chrift, with omnipo-
tent Truth.  For this they faced the united ‘Ferrors
of Earth and Hell, and defied Death in its moft
idable Shapes. For this Martyrs have bled ;
have prayed, and laid up a Store of ardent
betore God, from 4dam to this Hour:" ~
nceftors in Office have exhaufted their *
and worn out their Lives in painful La-

o prevent this, the malignant Potentates
ave roamed this Wildernefs with torment-
iqtude, for near fix thoufand Years; and
united th&ir anxious Efforts, with infernal Zeal, to
bring Deftraction on Mankind, tho® they know it
will encreafe.their own. 7o prevent this, their bufy
Miffionaries of the human Species among us, ufe
all the Artifices of Perfuafion, Reproaches, Flat-
teries, Perfecution, and their own contagious Exam-
les. Nay, tbis kindles War among Immortals.
gee Deities in Arms! See Michael and bis Angels in
clofe Confli¢t with the Dragon and " s Angels! Scc
two warring Worlds, not fuch as Europe and Afia,
but warripg Worlds of Angels, of Principalities
and Poweérs, hovering over this Earth, this little
Brand of Sirife, engaged in ardent Fight ! And‘!7 fo;
wWohat !

® Heb.i. 14.



% Not in their own Caufe, but in Manw’s; in
tH¥® grand Concern of the Souls,_m_c.h;.‘.arg en-
frufted to our CurcT.-—-Anfi angd thxs'ﬂ.mz"e)'jﬂ
Earnefbrefs, what are we doing? “H¥e we ina&tive
and aficep, when engaged in Affa th_ggmﬁ
the Attention of the whole Univerfiy efefjeings ?
Shall Fleaven, fhall Hell, fhall every Thilg b
earneft but we? Will we be fud} ﬂlof:king Ve heri-
gies in the ratiohal World? Tl whole Creation
groaneth, and travaileth togesber'iy Pain § 5 and are
our Hearts at Fafe ? O let us awaken; let us ex-
crt ourfelves, Minifters and People. From hence-
forth let Matters wear a new Afpé&ﬂlgpng us.
I et us labour with more Zeal than ever, '&t&us
¢vavail as in Birth, till Chrift be formed in our
bearers*.  Let our Mouths be opened to them ; let
cuv Tlearts be enlarged||. This we are obliged to;
“this we have folemnly, promifed ; and oh! this we s
have refolved over and over 5 efpecially in that nic-

morable

[

Several of the Thoughts, in the preceding Paragraph,
are expreficd with peculiar Beauty and Eneroy, tho' with a
diff.rent View, in Night Thoughts, No 7. P.ge 149,

Nor lefs intenfely bent infernal Pow'rs

T'o mar, than thofc of Li /¢, this Kud to gain.

) what a Scene is here '—LoreEnzo ! wake ;

Rife to the Thought ; exert, expand thy Soul

To take the vatt ldea : It denies

All ¢/ir the Name of Great, T'wo warring Worlds !
Not Eurspe agaiaft Afric ; warring Worlds,

Ot more than Mortal ! mounted on the W ing !
On ardent Wings of Encrgy and Zeal,
High--hov'ring o’er this little Brand of Strife !
This fublunary Ball.—But Strife, for what?

In their own Caufe confliing ? No ; in  hine,
In Man’s. His fingle Int’reft blows the Flame ;
His the folc Stake ; his Fate the Tiumpct founds,
Which kindles War immartal. How it burns !
Tumaultuous Swarms of Deities in Arms !

Force Force oppofing, till the Waves run high,
And tempelt Nature’s univerful Sphere. -

§ Rom. viii. 22, ® Gal.iv. 19. Y 2 Cor. vi. 11,



morable ‘Fime when the bleffed’ Jesvus firft
g::fclf’;o y§, and ‘delivered us from our A W Fof
Ut; » and . goBkn perhaps qur Rcfolution to ,dc_

vate obrfclv a kim in the Minifterial Off
Siconed mEmh‘y Anc by ghis Mcans{lc:ig

SN o /el and thofe that bear us *, %
Ry 10 Righteoufnels, and to foine as the S tard
' Yirmament for ever and ever §. Amen,

® y 9im. iv. 10. Dax. xii. 3.

THE END.





