Sdm;zﬂr spp d of /J'is'Aﬂg elic Robe.
Being an ABRIDGEMENT of

THE SUBSTANCE OF

SEYVERAL

- -
. - . - |
N a2
- =
]
- . .
- -
=1
- - ,
[} -
u
"
- . i
o
_ . h
rf 4
3
2
"
: =
=
[}
=
i 1 &l
2
=
: 1
]
. !
o 1
=
" A 2
= = 2
rf

P[ﬂi[ddt’/[)/ﬂ‘d} | 762?2%417”} 1742-3.
From 2 Thef. it 11, 2.

Shewing the Strength, Nature and Symptoms
of DELUSION,

With an APPLICATION to the

MO RAV I AN S.

L

By SAMUEL FINLEY, Minifter of the Gofpel,

2 Cor, X1, 14, 15, For Satun [ﬂfﬂlﬁ{f ", h*arf{ﬁrmfd o,
div Angel of Light, Therefire it is n! great Thing if his
Minifters be a!fs traustorued as tic Miniflers of R:'gbreauy?- '
nefs, whofe Eud [luli be cccording to thelr Works, '

PHILADELPHIA:
Printed by W. Braprorp, at the Sign of the
Bibie 1n Seeond-Sureet.




HEN I view the prefent (ituction of affairs in the
Church, it feems natively to extort from me that
5 €V complaint of the prophet, Sam. 1. 12. Js it no-
thing to you, all ye that pafs by ! Behold and lee, if there
be any {orrow, like unto my forrow.  For why, I frem to be
prefented with an amazing feene of perfons, reeling to and fio ;
drunien but not with wine; flaggering but not thro' flrong
drink ; fickle and unfleady ; carried hither and thither as
withered leaves in azitumn by veering gales. I wou'd not tell
1t 1 Gath, nor publifp it in the flreets of Askelon: But
clas T 1t cannot be hid. *Tis carried around the world, and
the dainghlers of the uncircumcifed rejoice. QOur oppofers
laugh at our toil ; and the prophane and proud have us in dy-
rifion, faying, Ha! {o we wou'd have it.  Some are offended,
fome [tumble and full, the love of many waxes cold, end finners
haraen themfelves againft religion in general. u

The more I converfed with 1he Moravians, the more I was
convinced that tnelr [cheme was dangerous and qf bad tendency
{o the ﬁm’: of men. -

I confideied it, as I gathered it from themfelves, being
convinced 1 did not wrong them. ' Befides, all 1 have faid, !
gcan make ctpear from their writings, and the teflimony of
perfons worthy of credit. A few I will here give : I recerv-
ed a letter from Penny-pack, snforming, tiat @ Moravian
faid in Kis fermon at Samuel Wells, « That fome peotle
w brought up their children 1o one profeffion, fome to anather ;
v but fuch as brought them up in the moft religicus way, z"" v-
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v, The PREFACE,
« od thems mo better tham the children of Urael did theirs,
“ when they facrificed them to-Molech. Alfo, That oll
 mankind were alite in Chrift's s view, he died alike for all.
“ Alfo, that we cou’d mot help out believe, whenwe thought
“ on Chrill’s fuferings.  Alfs, that all men grew better,
“ quhen they arrived to 30, 40, ér 5O jyears and forward.
Mr. Mafon of London in a letter to Mr. Hazard here, - har
thefe words, « The Crunt Zinzendorfl (the Moravian Bifhop)
“ told Dellor Doddridge, that the fatisfaction of Chrilt to the
 [uther, he (the Count) made a jeft of. Some of them [ay,
ticy have given their hearts to thesr faviour, and therefore
are not much concerned, th’ they fron’'d fin, &e. fince they
cannct help themfelves, _/av they. Mr. Bruce, one of their
reachers, told me, ¢ that fin was in the flefp . I asked, was
it in the flefb that covers the Bones ? He anfwered yes ;
prefent Mr. and Mrs, Hazard, Another of them, named
Rouch, faid the fame tiing. To this agrees what the Count
[peaks in his printed difcourfes, ¢ That tie beft remedy againf?
¢ the infeltion of the fi aful matter, is the body’s fermenta-
¢ tion in the grave. Strange philefopiy! Peter Bohler faid
in his fermon at Philadelphia, ¢ That Chuilt made a fatis-
¢ faltion or ranfom to the Devil for them, ( jpecking to hus
hearers) which feveral can teflify.  Their hymn books contain
the fame dnllrine : In one of them, where Jpeaking of the
blood of Chrift as the ranfom for finners, they have this line,

“ This is the Fiend’s deferved Fee.

Parleus, one of their preachers, fuid, ¢ That fome chari-
' toble - ccple who did not get their fins pardoncd bere, wor'd
¢ be par dmied her eafter ; and that by means of others lo
¢ whom thay had done good, interceeding for tnem. Witnefs
My Rees, Peters and others.  The Gount faid the [anme to
Mr. Theodore Frilinghoufcn,

Parleus /aid ke looked upon Barclay's Apology to be found.
The Count ‘uid at New-York ferry, ¢ He never prayed when
“ on @ fourney.' Pcter Bohler in a fermon fard, * Peotle
¢ made u wredt noife about juftification and fanétification, and

“ endeavoured to diflinguifh them, but they were the fame
¢ thing




The PREF A C E.
¢ thing, and no gifference between them :* Witnefs, Mr. ]chn
Redman, .

But why need I multiply inflances ? I might fill & volume,

frould I mention every thing I have heard and known of them.
But what is fpoken muy fuffice to make mankind beware of
thefe perfons,
If what I have in this Sermon offered to the fervice of my
gemeration, may &2 a means, by the bleffing of Gobp, to inform
the minds, and confirm the faith of the weak ; so effablifl the
unfettled, and reclaim wanderers from wifdom's ways ; to en-
gage the umwary o watchfulnefs and circum/peltioz, and
guard the fimple againfl the wiles of aeceiverss Then I have
mine end.  And fince it is in fome [mall meafure, adapted to
ﬁnfwer its end, I fball make no apology for tie fake of the
meerly curions and nice ; but commit it to the blefing of my
great Loro, to whom I owe my felf and all I can da.
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SATAN fripp'd of his Angelick Rebe,

2

Being an Abridgement of the SusTANCE of
feveral SER MONS preached at Philadel-
phia, Fanuary 1742-3.

ad, Theflalonians, 1. 11, 12,

And for this caufe God fhall fend them flrong delufions, that

they [hou'd believe a lie : That they all mipht’ be datined,

who believed not the truth, but had pleafure in unpighte-
ﬁz{/fi’fj [

,4, HO’ a good teftimony from confcience always pro-
duces pleafure an” confidence, yet every confcience

-~  that fpeaks fmoothly is not to be crédited: We
are told in Pro. 10. 22, That the heart of the witked is
[1ittle worth ; and f{urely its teltimony is of little value
For if conicience errs, will it jultity in a cafe whetein God
condemns, who is greater than our hearts and knows all
things? And what avails any judgment or {enténce; which

. 1s contrary to his? He has given his word, theteéby tore-
gulate the conlcience, and therefore we fhould loek-toit,
and fee whether confcience {peaks its mafter’s wil.- Orif
it be ftupify’d, feared or hardened, it will then fail* inexe-
cuting its office, notwithftanding all its information. And
in a word, it may be deluded, and then will beffeve 2 lie!
to ve trath, and truth to bg a lie. Now it is of this'’kind
of confcience I am to ..eat; and therefére fhall chiefly’
notice- only f{uch things in the text, as coincide with the
point I mean to handle, not infilting on all the déftrine
obviouflly contsined in ity To fhew the mmééﬁax;" and-
cove
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fzope of the place, I need only obferve, 1ff. That in the
foregoing verfes, the Apoltle declares the progrefs of Anti-
chrift from firlt to lalt; defcribes his chara&er and manness,
and in particulac tells us the methods he ufes to accomplith
his defigns, and obtzin his kingdom ; and ghey are even
the fame that Satan ufes ;. for his coming is after the work-
ing of Satan, v. 9. that s, according to the manner in
which Satan works, wickedly and cunningly both : He co-
vers his wickednefs with a fhew of rightéuu?nefs; and hence
he is faid to come with all deceivablenels of unrighteouf~
nefs, v. 1e. He is wicked to a prodigy, but it is all in 2
snyftery, conched and fhaded, v. 7.
Secondly, We have a general defcription of Antichrift’s
fubjefts, They are fuch as receive not the love of the truth,
do not believe it, but believe a lic, and have pleafure in
untighteoufnefs : They love not the truth, and therefore
believe it not; and they who believe it not, will more eafi-
ly believe a lic; they, who turn away their ears from the
truth, will be ealily turned unto fables 2 Tim. 4. 4.

Thirdly, We have the punifhment of their treachery fct
forth, in that God fha'' lend them ftrong delufions, that
they fhall “elieve a lie.  He will anfwer them according to
the idol of their own heart.  'We may not underftand this
as if God did infufe delufive notions, or yet influence or
excite inferior agents to do fo; but only that he withdraws
or withholds thole influences of his grace and fpirit which
would prevent delufion: For it is blafphemy once to ima-
gine him to be the author of {in; but it is jult to call him
the author of punifhment, as being the lovereign judge of
the earth. .
Fourthly, We have their end here declared, they will e
damned, and perith with everlafting deltruction, from the
prefence of the Lord, and the glory of his power; if dying
in this condition. - The rejection of the truth, 15 a difimal
foretoken of being reje&ed of God.  Becoufe thou haft rea
jelted knowledge, I wiil alfo 1¢jot thee, Holea, 4. 6. Let
us then mark the paths that lead to dellrudlion, for the fuft
fto~ to avoid, is to know then.

Fifthiy



9 .

Fifthly and loftly, We %avc m)the text the power of de-
lufion fet forth in that it is called ftrong, and alfo the na-
‘ture of it, which ip fum is, to believe a lie: This is the
point I have in view: In treating of which [ propofe the
foilowing method, viz.

1/}, T will thew that delufion is ftrong.

2dfy, Mention fome things that add ftrength to it, or
(in other words) wherein its {trength lies.

3dly, Give the dlf{mgulfhmg marks of it, And,

4;‘,6{;!, M_:;Le application.

Firff, I am to prove that delufion is ftrong. This will

be clear by obferving what the Holy Ghoft afcribes to it
in fcripture.  And,

1//, So much is plainly afferted in our text; where
we may obferve, that the fame word which ‘denotes
the firm affent of the mind to truth, is attributed to
delufion, that is bellef. And what clearet proof can we
have of its power over the heart, than that it commands
affent? What confounding energy muft it be, that can
fet a liein {c ftrange a light, as to appear a truth? 24,
It carries perfuafion with it, G dl. 5. 8. This perfuafion
cometh not of him that calleth you, thatis, it cometh not of
God ; by which words is plainly intimated, that it was con-
trary to the mind of God, and it fo it muft be a delufive
- perfuafion, yet ftill it is perfuafion ; and furely it muft be a
great pnwer that perfuadcs, and can remove {ufpicion.
adly, It’s power is intimated, in that it can tarn 2 man
afice, lfaiah, 44. 20. He feedeth on aftes : A decetved beart
hath turned bim ajfide, that be cannot deliver his foul, nor Jay,
is there not a lie in my right hand ¢ BHowever fixed and
fteady he feemed to be, yet a deccived heart can turn him
out of his way, and carry him before it as eafily as a whirl-
wind can carry a feather or withered leaf : He cannot fuf-

ped, that there is a lie in bis right hand; for when he
believes and is perfuaded of the thing, it then takes hold

of his confcience, the power and authority of which is very

great : And confcience being prejudged by fal"hand truth
I 2ot

»
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cannnt take hold of it.  If we urge an hundred feriptures
arnindl one under ftrung delufions, they will have as little
cfleét as handluls of ¢ aff thrown agairdt a brazen wall 1o
calt it down. R
Secondly, I propoled to mention fome thin~: - that flrength-
n Delufion. And, ' l
I. The imaginary fweetmels and  pleature, that
attend 1, do add frenpth. That it hath fuch atten-
dants, appears from the {uigturuﬂ, that exprefs its pows-
cr 3 for the decctved man thinks he feeds, tho’ it be on
afics © Now an huogry flomach {ceds with pleafure : And
our test fpeaks of a pleafure in unrighteoufnefs.  When
one has bis confidence fixed on a fuum_::tmn, which he
thinks is fure, he’s then at cafe, and eafeis {weet. The
firing belief of the truth, and a fixed dependance thereon,
Gives oy U.“lﬁ""ﬁ"lh&l lc and full of glory. And hence we read of
peace and joy m believing, KAom. xv. 13, and believing a lie,
mult needs h:‘n ea ;'mcr: and wapecuhuu loit. So defuded Eve
thoushit there was much picafure and fweetnefs in the for-
Lidden fruit, Cen. iii. 6. Now this pleafure and {weetnefs
commits a rape, 1/, On the affeftions and fofter paflions
of the foal, and thele being ::'n“tnglcd, drive Febu-like,
and burry down the ftrecam, deaf 1o the remonifirance of
a calm Jud;vm::nt th..h foliiciiations ave firong and can hard.
Iy take any denial. 244y, The unagination 1s hereby fixed,
nd the tf cughts pore en that which deludes, while the
afleltions L.lr_i; it with terapting colows; and thus the
mind is quite telien o from an ippartial enguiry into {uch
things as 1*.{'}'1 Joclear the ¢ :ﬁ, 'nd 15 hindred {from attend-
g to o faiy Jobatenens Tt by ﬂl.mn means the con-
{Cicoce bel oy }1 jadped, s handened, 5/, The aleflions
and fancy L{,J,,c;, ormed and taken, do confufe and blind
the underitanding s fo that the man cannot judge of things
as he could bewre, he cannet tilic Lp thie truth, {cems to
bave ncither eves o fee nor cars ¢ hear: Becomis quite
aukward sud flonds in bis own lioht,  The {honpelt argus
ments are lilie boating the air or {lriking the water, as toF
liimy for tho’ tle untcr will {uddenly cl.mdf:, it WJ“ as
auickly clule togather again, 1{. The
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I1I.  The temptations of Satan, Delufions are as flrong,
a5 he can make them, and when permitted to exert himfelf,
we know his power is great, Heis called a god, a prince,
a lion, a dragon, a ftrong man armed, which epithets denote
power and comimion: He can biind the mind {o as the
merician light of truth will appear as midnight darl-efs,
He can cloath error and fin in beauteous array, and mase
poifon fcem good for food, and what is forbidden to be very
defirable, Gen, 3. 6. He can transform himfclf as an cn-
gel of light, and with a {pecious appearance, will he o
and dun the confcience, urce, excite, and make reftlels, and
tormently hurry the foul, until his diftates be obey’d; and
with ferpentine fubtilty can conftrue away what is advanc’d
againft -him; and hence he is faid, to take away the word
of the kingdom, that was fown in the heart, Mat. 13. 19.
IIT, Another thing that adds ftrength to delufion, 1s the
apoftacy of great profeflors, fo we read, in 2 Zim. 2. 18.
that the fall of Hymeneus and Philetus overthrew the faith of
fome, which they would not have effefted, had they not
been eminent profeflors, and highly thought of.  Or when
God {uffers for a time fome of his own children to wander
from his way and favour, or, to cuncourage f{uch perfons or
things as deccive, then indeed he may be faid to fend itrong
delufion; and Satan will improve {uch providences to the
utmoft, and make his argument ftrong: “Why, will he fay,
fuch and fuch who are cértainly believed to be real Chrifii-
ans, do aé& thus, and hold fuch things, furely it cannot be
{o bad, as is faid, elfe why fheu’d they favour it? Or bow
fhou’d God fufier fuch dear fervants of his to fall ip with
it ! It may be the right fide of the cafe.———T would re-
ply to fuch a fuggeftion, that God {uffers it to be, as a juft
vengeance on other treacherous, and falfe profcflors, wha
received not the love of the truth, that they might be fa-
ved, and for a trial to (aints who will be made more wife
and circom{pe@ hereby, and be more humble and depen-
dent. Now when all thefe things conipire together, how
ftrong will they make delufion ! - _
~ Now that we may the better apprehend and avoid Delu-
fions, I propofed, B 2 T hirdly,

%
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Thirdly, To give the diftinguithing marks of it. For
however near this delufive fpirit can counterfeit the truth,
yet ftill there is enough to difcover its coming to be aﬁcr
the working of Satan. There is always fomething fenfual,
earthly, devilith, in the operation, as the following charac-
ters will manifeft, And,

1ff, A fpirit of delufion (as we may collet from what is
faid of it’s naturc) hurries the foul irrationally ; to alude
tc Mark, . 13. It feems as thc’ it would make the
perfon rufh violently down a precipice at all adventures ;
and feeks to perfuade, not by clearing the cafe by cogent
reafops, fo much as by urging with imperious affertions ;
will dog the confcience, as *ho’ it would hall the man by
force into compliance, and that with fuch hafte, as not to
enquire whether the matter be right or wrong; but {till
infifts, ¢ Sure, fure it is right, whatfoever can be {aid agzinit
it.' The impulfe of a deluded coufcience is furious, and
the man has no profpeét of eafe or peace, by compliance
with the diftate, and yet cannot impartially regard any
thing that would give clearnefs in the aflair. No, he's
not free that the cafe be tried and decided by the
word of God, underftood in a confiftent fenfe; but repre-
{fents the matter to be good, and defirable, and beautecus,
whatever fcripture or reafon fay to the contrary. ’Tis
true, 2 good cenfc’ance gives no peace without chedience
to its diftates; butit.erges in ¢ Jifferent manner from this
For it being influsncéd by the fHririt and word of God, ftill
adheres to ehe law and to the teftimony, and is beft pleafed
when a cafe is well cleared, and when fin and duty is
made olain from foripture and reafor:, becaule it Joves rea
fopable (ervice. o e

2dly, A deluded confcience will huny . fome one thing
in fuch a8 manner, as to neglect all oth.ex thiags in compa.
rifon of this paru. ~lar; or more propzriy i duch & manner,
as to make all other uaties inconfiltent with this paviicular.
Thus we find, that erraifts will harp on fome few texts,
and explain them in fuch a way a3 would overthrow the
wholg feripture fcheme : They will not compare other
portions
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portions of feripture to make it confiftent, but right or
wrong, hold a text in that fenfe which feems to favour
their dgdulien, and think it better, that other {criptures
thou’d have no meaning at all, than be mntradi&nry to
their notion, That particular, wherein confcience is delud-
ed, will be more delightfal to the perfon than every thing
elfe, will even rap’eure. the fcul, and earry all before it.
Thus we find fome in our day, who on pretence of exalt-
ing faith, will make void the law asa ru~ of life; on pre-
tence of depending entirely on the guidance of the fpirit,
make void the ufe of proper means to know betweer fin
and duty ; on pretence of exalting the witnefs of the {pirit,
make void {elf-examination ; and others on pretence of fpi-
rituality, contemn outward ordinances. Now that this is
an evidence of celufion is plain, by obferving that a con-
{cience, which is influenced by the word and fpirit of God,
will prefs and urge the man to all duties, efteeming every
thing to be beautiful in its feafon, will not fet one doétrine,
one precept, in oppolition to another, but makes pure re-
ligion to be confiltent with itfclf; and counts ali God’s
commandments concerning all things to be right; all holy,
jult, and good.

sdly, A deluded condcience is ftill indiftin&, as to the
gmund from which its cenfolation ﬂows, has much more
peace and comfort than either it can give fatisfying reafons
for, or yet can be warranted from fcripture. Satan [till
over-fhoots himfelf. Thus {ome do monftroufly pretend 1o
have conftant peace and quiet in Chrift, without any dif -
turbance from corruption or fin, which the fcripture does
not warrant, as we fhall hereafter fhew.

Fourthly and laftly, A deluded confcience is bold with-

out fear, and confident without fufpicion. Such an one is
not afraid of falling into fin, or oﬁ'cnd,:lg God; nay mocks

at fear, * and receives no impreflions from the word and

‘ judgments of God,” but is heady, high minded ; cannot
fufpet himfelf fo far as to enter into an examination of
the cafe, and put the queltion, is there not g lie in my right
hand ? 1faiab, 44. 20. 1 do not defign my words toimply,
that
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that a Chriltian fhould indulge a flavifh dread, or yet that he
is {till in fear and fufpicion of his ftate ; no, but tho' he
fear ncither of thofe ways, yet I will fay, Aappy is the man
that feareth always, Prov, 28, 14. There is a fear, which
is fo far from having torment in it, that it has in it the
greateft fatisfallion,  Happy is the man that always fears the
Lord and his gosdnefs, Holea, 3. 5. ¢ Who always keeps
¢ up in his mind an holy awe and reverence of God, his

“ glory and government, that is always afraid of uﬂlndm;,
* God angd incurring his difpleafure; that keeps a tender
‘ conicience and has a dread of the appcarance of evil;
¢ that is always jealous of himfelf, ard diftruftful of his
“ own {ufficiency, and lives in expe&ation of troubles and
¢ changes; {o that whenever they come, they are no {ur-
¢ prize to him. He that thus fears, will live a life of faith
¢ and watchfulnels, and therefore happy is he, bleffed and
“ holy,” And without fuch a fear, ’tis ablolutely impofhible
to live a life of faith, continually depending upon God for
fupport and protection ; and therefore they who pretend to
live continually by faith, and yet declare againlt {uch fear,
fufpicion and tendernefs, are eminently deluded. ¢ And
¢ as fure as the Rock of Ages lives their prefumptuous folly
‘ will be their ruin.”  For he that hardeneth his heart fhall
fall into mifchief, Mry God for cver keep his people from
fuch lawlefs conidence as excludes fear! How many
cautions have we againit it from his word? Such as Rom,
11, 20, and 10, 12. [3e not f‘?fgﬁi mmff'd hut ﬁ?m - And
let him that thinketh he flandeth, take heed loft he full
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T e SRS
Application.

“HE only inference {rom this delirine which I purpofe
to clear, 15 this, v/z. That the Moravians are delud-

ed ; that they are deceived themielves, and deceiving others.
Brethren, let 1t not be grievﬂus to you that I entertain
you with 2 difcourfe concerning them at prefent; {eeing I
am f{ct as a watch-man for fome time upon your walle ; I
am oblived at my peril to warn you of the coming {werd,
and ﬁ;uun*.i a1 alalm to war. And you, my brcthrﬂn are
a!lo obliged to take the warning and improve the opportu-
nity for your nccellary :jefuu.e. When I confider the
pratice of the infpi,ed Prophets, of Chrift and his Apoftles,
how carefull y they warned mankind of deceivers, deferibing
their conduét, and unfolding their principles ; It makes me
bold to defire your attention, and to deliver my prefent
difcourfe as 2 part of the counlel of God, neceflary to be
known by you -t this time. And furely it is Lis counfel
artd will, that errors and deceivers be difcovered, ’Tis as
needful to guard and fence the feed {own as te fow it; and
to difcover by-paths and blinds, as to point out the right

r

toad. |
Now thot I may clear the #bove inference, T will,
Firft, Shew you {fome ol the Aloraviuns main prixciples,
And, Secondly, Shew the wmalionity of them.

And. Thiy J{}, Shew that they come with all deceivabie-
nefs of unrighteoudnels,

In doing of thefe T will not k no unﬂi}f mifreprefent
them in the fmalleft tittle 3 for I fpeak in the name of the
God of truth, whole caule cannot be promoted or upheld
by fallhood and deceit. °

The Principles I charge upon them, are fuch as I can
ref‘lfy they hold, from my own knowledge 5 and I was at
p«ins not to miffake any of them, with whom I had op-

P['..nIL”HT
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portunity to converfe. The principles take as follows, viz.
* "That the law is not our rule of life, and ought not to be
# preached under the gelpel, we have nothing to do with
* 1t, for that Chrilt is our rule. ‘That obedience to the
‘ law is not a duty, but only a pnivilege. That one
* who knows the Saviour and lives near him, will not,
¢ need not be troubled or concerned for fin, That he will
‘ not be overcome of any fin, theSaviour fubdues it wholly,
* and the ucliever has nothing to do with it. That he
* ought not to {truggle againflt fin or conflit with it, but
* only war againft temptations and the world, That tho’
“ there be {in in a believer, yet there is none in his heart
¢ or afteCtions. That hc cen always do the things he
¢ would, having no flelh or law in his members, to war a-
‘ gainft the fpirit or Jaw of his mind, for that the Apoftle
* only fpeaks thefe things,and {uch like, of convinced finners.
* That he has no heart-condemning, no down-caftings thro’
¢ challenges of confcience; no doubts, darknefs or delertion,
¢ but conitant peace and comfort. That God under the
* title of the Reconciicr, 1s to he preached without any
* medium. That the affetions are firlt to be wrought on
“ and aot the 1udgment. That to believe, is to be as the’
“ we did fee ., nail-prints, and put our fingers into his
“ nail-prints, and thurlt our hand into his fide, Cat. page 2.
The wickednefs of thefe thinge is fo manifeft, that hard-
ly any pohtiens can be contrived more oppoflite to true re-
ligion, How lamentable then is it, that there fhould be
any necellity of reafoning againft them amwong profeft Chyi-
ftians, and moft of all, among ferious perfons? And yet this
is ous neceflary task today, to convince even fome ferious
profe(fors, that thele principles are fenfual, earthly, devilifh,
and the plainelt evidences of delufion. Some deluded per-
fons believe thefe lies; others again will not believe that
the Moraviens hold them, tho' their ears licar them, {o
{trong is the delnfion! But Itrult, 1 fhall make it mani-
fuft, that I do not millake the {cheme.— I return to con-

fider them in order, and thew their malignity.  And,
- Furff, That the marai-law is not our rule of life, and
| aught
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ought rot to be preached under the gof] pel; we have no.
thing to do with it, for that Chrilt is our rule,

When I aﬁ( what they mean by faying, Chrift is our
rule, in oppolition to the moral-law, they feem at a lofs ;
and no wonder they be. Some of them, however, fay, It i
his witnefs within; and thus they have no need of a law
without them. Others, that a Chriftian’s confcience will
tell them what is right, or wrong ; and {o no need of preach-
ing the law, But all. this is oppofite to the counfe]l of
heaven ; {ee the encomiums given to the law, and the ufes it
{erves,in Pfalms 19.and 119.throughout, And does not our
Lord preach the law in Matsh, sth and 6th chaps. through-
out ! Does he not degrade the hardy mortal, that fhall venture
to break the leaft command, and teach men fo, in Matths
5. and 19. afferting, that heaven and earth may fooner fail,
than a jot or tittle of that law, which he there explains;
which we know is the moralJaw? The apoftle Paul would
furely curfe that faith, which makes it void, as a rule of
Jife. He preaches it every where, particulagly Ko 12th and
13th chapters. So does the apoftle Famer thro’ his whole
epiftle, which feems to have been wrote upon fome fuch
occafton as this fermon; and until the gofpals and :piﬁl’eu
be expunged out of the bidle, we muit fay the law is
preached in it. And will the Morgvians be more evangelis
cal than Chrift or his apeltles !- With horrour be it fpoken!
Chrift preached the law, fo will I, It is holy, jult, and
good; it is the very {tandard of fandtification, the very
pattern of perfection, and a tmnfcnpt of the holinefsof God 3
the glory of his unfpotted purity is thersin to be bohcld.
'Tis the very rule whereby we can examine our upright-
nefs, and fee our deformity; and hence is compared to 2
glafs ; and uniefs we view ourfelves in it, and ufe it a5 2
glals, we can neither know God nor .our felves ; and how
¢an it be accounted {0 good and {o ufeful, if it muft not
be preached ? Kt's true to preach it as a covenant is Jegal,
but to preach it as a rule to dire our lives is evangelical.
The law as 3 fchool-mafter fonds us to Chtift; and Chrif®
s a prophet fends us back tothe law as a direftory for

G our
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our chrittian walk, 'The law difcovers our fin, our wants,
our weaknefs, and fends us to Chrilt for ftrength and righ-
teoufnefs. But if we make no account of the law, a1d yet
- pretend to live by faith, ’tis but a pretences For without
comparing ourfelves with the law we bave no errand to
Chrilt; and can we compare ourfelves with it, if it be not
Jaid open in its large extent? In a word, if we weigh the
Scripture impartially, we malt conclude thus, vrz. it the
law be not preached, fo as to lead us to Chrift; and if
Chrift be not preached, fo as to lead us to the law ; neither
Chrift nor the law is preached aright. If our doctrine of
faith do not eftablifh the law, ’tis falfe doétrine ; for we
muft charge them that believe, carefully to maintain good
works, 7. 3. 8. But the law is the only rule by which
we can know either good or bad works, therefore it § to be
preached to believers.
They affert,

- Secyndly, That obedience to the law is no duty, but
only a privilege. Indeed if we grant the firlt, we may the
fecond: For if the moral-law be not our guide, it is no
duty to follow 1t; if not our ruje of life, ’tis no duty to
preach 1t. But then, how can it be a privilege to obey,
if it be not our duty ? This I fee not. ¥s it z privilege
to do, what is not a duty to do? A privilege to obey,
what we have nothing to do with? A privilege to prac-
tice, which ought not to be pteached ! Horrid Privilege !
Indeed I count it a beffed privilege to have a direétory for
my walk every day: But if I do not look on it, as oblig-
ing me induty fo to walk, I cannot call it a privilege; it
cannot be the one and not the other. |

Thirdly, They fay, that one that knows the Saviour and
lives near him, (for {o they qualify their words) will not,
need not, be troubled, or eancerned for fin. This alfo may be
granted if the former were true; for why thou’d I be troubled
for omitting what was net my duty todo? Or what need
I be concerned for doing what was not a duty to refrain !
Sure T may difpenfe eafily with my neglet in both cafes.
This 15 the way to efcape trouble at once. But it is contra-
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1y 10 Zech. 12, 10. where we find thefe that ook on Chrift
our Saviour, in bitternefs -for fin that pierced him ; and this
even while near him, for they look on him. ‘This again
is exemplified in the inftance of the woman, in Lute 6. 38.
who wathed her Saviour's feet with icars, while the was near,
even at his Seat; and we have the teltimony of Chrift that
. {he then loved much. ——But the Moravians, as if to quar-
~ zel againit fuch arguments, do aflert, _
Fourthly, That one who lives near the Saviour, will not
be overcome of any fin, the Saviour fubdues it wholly,
and the believer has nothing to do with it. Nay more,
that they ftamp It under their feet as eafy as a fly. This
alfo is conneéted with the foregoing articles; for how can I
think myfelf overcome of fin, if I do not learn what it is!
And I _annot know it but by the Law, and if the law is
not my rule of life, I may think myfelf perfet; the lefs
I laok to it, the lefs fin I fee in myfelf ; nay 1 cannot fin,
if it be not my duty toobey it ; for the apoftolick maxim
will ftill hold, No law, o tranfzreffion. 'Thid is a way to
be perfe@ at once. They fay the Saviour fubdues it all,
and yet fay.there is no fin in their hearts, which they
explain to be their affetions; if fo, then how does he
{ubdue what is not, that is, how does he {ubdue no-
thing. Forif no fin in the heart, then it is perfedt, and
they have no need of renewed applications to Chrift, for
pardon of heart-fins; no need to prefs forward, after more
bolinefr, 'Wedoubt not but our Lord delivers all his people
from the reigning power and dominion of every fin, aid
does fo more and more. Neither do we queition his power
to root it perfedtly out of the heart in this life. But we
affert from his word that he does o for none of his children,
We fay, tho’ fin does not reign, yet it may, and often does
rage'and caufe grief and trouble to them, and foms times,
overcomes for a time and leads them captive. Pau/ aﬁirtl,
that he only knew in part, 1 Cor. 13, 9. and was fanciified
but in part, as he makes evident in Rom. 7. 14, 25, and
Philip. 3. 12, 13. 'Now can any think to honour God, by
{aying he coes for his people what he docs not ! He that
S, arges
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argues wickedly for God, argues againlt him. They affert,

Fifthly, That a chriftian ought not to ftruggle againit ﬁm
or confli& with it, for that he hasonly to war againft temp-
tations and the world. Now this is a confequent of the
former natively enough. For if the law be not {uch a rule
as binds us in duty to obey, why (hould we f{irive to con-
form to it? Or how can we ﬂrungle againft the cotruptions
of tbe ‘heart, if none be in it? ]\Tay. if we ought to be
troubled about fin, we may not fight againft it; for if we
do, there mult be fome concern for the iflue of the battle.
But after this rate, we muit not {trive atter more holinefs,
for i.'s impoflible to do that, without {irivinz again{t fin,
But oppofite enough to this the Apoftle {peaks in Hes. 12, 4,
where he plainly intimates, that believers mult {trive againit
fin. And agreeable hereto, he often gives them the charac-
ter of foldiers, calls them to put en armour, exhorts them
to bravery and courage, and captain-like, founds an alarm
to war: And can they be called foldiers, if thcy mult not
hght ! To fuch things the Moravians veply, ¢ not in their
own ftrength.” 1 grant they cannot overcome in their own
{trength ; but muft they negle@ therzfore the appointed
means ! Mult a finner tamely yicld to fin, becaufe he has
not the prefence and grace of God ! Mauft he not refift, be-
_caufe he cannot conquer? Or not walk, becaufle he cannot
fly ! Is not firiving the very way in which he fhou'd wait
for God, and in which only he can expet his blefling and
ftrength ? Surely it is. But fuppofe they fhou’d only fight
in the {trength of Chrifl, is it not Rl fighting? They fay
they fight agamﬁ temptations and the world? But why
this ! Ts their Sayiour more able, or mare willing, to deliver
from {in, than from Satan? Or, is there lepality in {triving
againft the one, and not the other? Is the Devil a more
ftout and formidable :nemy than fin? Or what can they
mean?! 'Tis a mere fhift and equivocation, a plain contrae
diftoy. But agreeably cnough hereta, they affert,

Sixthly, That one who knows the hnwaur. and lives near
him, can always do the things he wou'd: having no flefh
w5 law in his-members, to war againit the fpirit or faw of
his
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his mind ; for, that the Apoftle only fpesks thefe things of
convinced fingers. This too may fubfift, if the former be
true : For if the law be not the rule of duty, they have yet
to chufe what is duty; and whatever is agreeable they do,
fo may eafily do what they would; having neither the De-
vil nor corruptions againft them. For the corruptions of the
heart are irritated by the law, and rife againft it ; and one
that {irives for conformity to it, will find corruptions ftriv-
ing againft him, as Pau/ teftifies, Rom. 7, 8, 9, &5c. But
when he difclaims the law for his rule, he gets free from
inteftine broils, for his corruptions find no provocations to
vife in arms : Hence the man begins to think they are dead,
and then Moab to the {poil without weapons of war, 2 Kings
3. 23, This i3 a way to make peace with corruptions, and
be free of hindrances at once.  But if the Apoftle {peaks of
himfel( as a chriftian, in Kom, 7 chap, then all this glltteb
ing {cene will vanifh into darkn:fs and he that trufts it will
be as much difappointed of his hope, as MMsab of the {poil
- of Jfrael. Nor is it plain, that Pgu/ is fpeaking .of two op-
pofite principles, that he found in himfelf; they cou’d not
both be fin, for fin is Qot contrary to itfelf ; nor cou’d they
both Dbe grace, for that al{o is confiftent ; therefore the one
muft be fin, and the other grace; which he calis flefh and
{pirit, ihe law of his members, and the law o1 his miad,
And can there be a principle of grace in a gracelefs finner !
*T'is more than 2 natural awakened conicience, for his heart
confents to the law, that it is good ; he delights in it, and
hates what is contrary to it, and rejoices in God, thrungh
Chrift Jefus, At the fame time he finds another principle
warring againft this, Now they muft cither prove, that an
unconverted, awakened finner, has fome true grace, that fin
delights in God’s law, thanking him for Chrift; nay more,
that {in hates itfelf, and that Satan is divided sgainft him.
fell's or elfe own, that Paul fpeaks of himfelf as a chriftian,
in Ron 7 chap, and confcqucntlv overthrow their own
fcheme intirely.  But it is impoflible to prove the former,
therefore the latter s true,
Seventhly, That a true chriftian, who lives near the Savi.
our
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aur, has no beart-condemnings or down-caltings, thro’ chal
lenges of confcience or forrow, darknefs or defertion, In-
deed, if conicience be perfuaded there is no duty, and that
the man s not overcome of {in, that segle® of obedience,
is only negledt of privilege; it has nothing to accufe or
condemn for, And if no heart-condemning, they cannot
but have conftant peace; if no {piritual confli& with fin,
then no forrow, anxiety, or downcafting : If the Saviour ne-
ver hides his face, they can have no darknefs, defertion, or
doubts; for he's a fun anud fhield, Againtt hcalt condems-
ning, they have argued with me from Rom. 8, 1, There is
mo condennation to them that are in Chrifl 7£ﬁ¢‘.l‘ and from
1 Joon 3. 20, Ifour heart condeinn us, God is greater, &c,
and hence conclude, he will condemn too; therefore they
guard againft challenges of conltience, and work themfelves
upon, to a ltrong confidence, rejedt the firlt motions to a
douttful enquiry, as tho’ it werc 2 temptation to confult
with carnal reafon ; and affiem {toutly, that the Saviour died
for them, They feem o0 look upon heart-condemnings
or challenges of confcicnce, as unbellef; and hence, are carc-
ful to flamp them under foot, and maintain their peace, left
God fhou’d condemn them for doubting ; fo accufations of
con{cience, go for unbelieving doubts ; and doubts, for eviden-
ces of condemnation, and of not being in Chrilt: For they
conftantly affirrn, that fuch as doubt do not know their Sa-
viour, But if thcy fay, as they generally do, that they
quickly lao’t to the Savisur, and hy that kecp tneir peace :
I anfwer, if lhey have no troable from challenges of con-
{cienice, Liow can they look to the Saviour, to anfwer their
confcience before it fuys uupht sgainft them P But further,
as confcience is God's deputy, ‘twill furely arreft in his
name, the greate't faint on eavwy, if it believes Him offended ;
und the more holy tie man, the more tender is his conﬁ:lcncc;
and the more fmarting will its twm;lﬁ' be, So that we mult
either hold, that a true chriftian is finlels, or that his fin is
s.0t accounted [in; and fo conlcience has no authority
molelt him for ics or if this be untcnable, thcn we mult fay

Le will have chailenges of conflicnre, o elfe tis deluded
ﬂd
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gnd if he have_ challenges ls;c zannot avoid forrow and
tinble for fin.  So contrary is Moravianifns to the natuce
of thir.gs.

Aguin, they that are unacquainted with defertion are
{urely unacquainted with Chrift, for he was deferted; and
why was he fo? that he might be made like unto his bre-
thren, Heb. ii. 1. and be touched with the feelings of
their infirmities, and fo mighit be 2 merciful high-prieft, able
to fave fuch as fhou’d in like manner be try’d.  But if de-
fertion befal not chriftians, then Chrift was not made like
them in that particular, or they like him, who was a man of
forrows and acquainted with griefs. ~ If they have no
damps or down-caltings, why need we be cxhorted to lift up
the hands that hang down, and the feeble knees, Heb. 124
12, Or why any need that chriftians be in heavinefs,

1 Pet, 1, 6, Or why fhou’d we hear of comfort to them
that are in trouble, 2 Cor. 1, 4o  And numbetlefs places
in both teftaments {peak the fame, God may and doth
hide his face from the houle of Facob of his own good plea-
fure, Song 2, 7, Infance 704, If he fovereignly mani-
fefts his love and grace, it eafily follows, that he may fo-
vereignly withdraw the manifeftation ; the’ his promife-
fecures the continuation of his love,
Thus we {ee the nature and ground of the Moraviany peace
and comfort : ‘And could I believe their principles, I cou’d
pot mifs of their peace : The one has a dire& tendeucy to
- produce the other; their peace cannot fubfift without their

principles, and fuch principles cannot fail of creating peace,

They muft both be embraced or both difcarded,  And this
may denionftrate I have not miftaken their fcheme, But

O my {bul ! enter not intotheir fecrets ; unto their aflembly,
mine honout, be thou not united : Tafte not of their dain-

ties, for they are delufive as the apples of Sodom: Neither

Iften 1o their enticing words : Be aflured fuch Ieaca will
end in trouble, and their expectations be loft in difappoint-
ment, Wait on him, who hides himfelf from the houfe
of Facos, thyt he may prove them, and fhew what is in their

hearts ; snd know thou that the king is held in the galleries
Erg/ubaf

whcrem he ufed to walk,
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Eighthly, 'They hold, Thar God under the title of Recon.
giler, is to be mreached without any mediuim. This is one of
their fundamental articles, publifhed with their catechifm,
which théy alfo religioufly adhere to, in preacliing and cons
verfation, And if they allow .. any meaning arv all, it may
fignify, that the Reconciler is Fathcr, Son and Holy Ghott,
And indeed they fpesk of him as {uch, for tho’ they ufe the
words, Father, Son, and Spirit, yet they feem to mean one
and the fame perfon by them all; and have ailedged fuch
{criptures, when I converfed with them, as thele, {u him
dwells all the fullnefs of the God-head bodily, Col, 2. 9. He
thar honours the Son, honours the Father, or he that hath [cen
him, hath feen the Father, John 14,9, And {ome of them
flop not in plain words to aflert all that I charge upon them :
And we all know that they ulually mention only the SA-
VIOUR : And when they tell us that hereby they mean
God without any medium; how can we but judge them
Antitrinitarians, Or if we put another neaning upon the
werds, yet they will be equally 2bfurd : Foi God without
ar.y medium, can not be the objedt of faith to fallen man :
’Tis a God in Chrift we only can believe in, and hope for
mercy from: A God under this formal conlideration, as in
Chrift 2 mediator ; his glory cannot fhine upon ug, but in
the fuce of Jefus, 2 Cor. 4. 6, So that their aflertion
can no way agree to the Chrift of God, as he is held forth
in the feriptures of truth, They call the Saviour, the Cre-
ator, Sanctifier, Teacher, and ‘that in oppoiition to the Fa-
ther, and Holy Spirit; that fo their whole dodtrine may be
Chrilt, as they fay in Gat, page 3. art. 1. They arc care:
ful to alcribe the ineffable Tetragrammaton or name Jeho-
vah to Chrift, but avoid giving it to God the Father, Cut,
page 5. q.§y 7, 10, 1. compared with page 7. q. 17, 18,
 However, to fhew that I do not mifrepreleat it or them,
but underftand it as they do, I will give the teltimeny of
one of their preachers, who, in converfztion with me, faid,
« That it was 7 falfhood which is afferted in our creed, viz.
That God the Father Almighty was maker of heaven and

earth ;
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Farth: for Gid he®, it was Chrift who made them abuf-
ing that text to his purpole, in Hes. i. 10. From all which
it is plain, that they fpcak of Chrilt as Creator, as Jehovah,
dre. in oppofition to the Father and Holy Spirit.
Let us obferve, _ ,

. Ninthly; What {ort of faith they {peak of, and we will find
it all of z piece. ¢ "Tis this to be, as tho' we did {ee his
‘.nail-prints, and put our fingers into his nail-prints, and
‘~thur[€ our hand inte his {ide’: And this they coll a {ee-
ing him who is invifible. . And o this agrees theif other
uncouth communings, ¢ of Jaying in the wounds of Chrift,
¢ of {eeing into his heart, &rc.” Now is this any other than
o vifionary faith? Nay I might defy manKind to thew any
thing in this definiticn, but what .is purely feated in the
imagination. It is fuch a faith as the Devil can eafily give,
and I may add, does give, when permitted te delude. It
is fuch a faith as any perfon has power to make, who has
a2 warm fancy, and a qualm of devotion. _

- They plainly bewray their delufion by defcribing their
aftings of faith in fuch 2 manner. How ufeful foever the
imagination be, in matters of religion, to convey the repre-
fentations, or {cripture-images of comfort or terror to the
mind; yet we may affert, it’s not the feat of faith: Nei-
ther do. I catch at words; for this reprefentation of their
definition, i§ perfetly agrecable to their whole itrain. The
principles I noted bejore, and particularly under the 7th
and 8th heads, cannot fubfilt without this notion of faith.

- Now whoever would believe all their foregoing principles,
muft lay afide their underftanding. And, .

Tenthly, Suffer his affections to be firlt wrought upon, and
not his judgment. ‘Thisis a principle of great weight with
themn, and mightily influences their pradlice and converfati-
on. The principle itfelf is oppofite both to reafon and
fcripture : A little refleétion will difcover the underftand.
ing to be the leading faculty of the joul; and fo every

D reculat

* Mr. DBruce.
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regular motion of the affeCtions will be to what the under~

ftan.'ing approves to be good ; for what is unknowa cannot
. be defired. Love withoat reafon, is fancy and enthufiafm.
If the affcdtions lead the van, they cannot fail of leading
into abfurdity. Nay, if this principie were true, I cou'd
no longer call religion a reafonable ferwice, Rom. xii, 1.
But wa know that the holy Spirit firlt enlightens the underftan.
ding,and informs the mind in order toreformit: Soin 2 Cor.
iv, 6. He piver light out of darknefs, even the clear know-
ledpe of God in Chrift Fefus. He convinces of fin, of righte-
oufneft and judgment, John xvi, 8, And convition is pto-
per only to the judgment.

Now what an abominable Scheme do the Moraviass ad-
vance, feeing knowledge, and principles, and doétinal-
truths, ftand fo much in the way of it? What favicur is
he, whole operations, the knowledge of truth and attach-
ment to it, hinders? If they would let him do any thing
for them, they muft {urrender the armour of truth, rencunce
attendance on their judgment, and let affections be guide,
They may not once queftion any joyful impreflions they
receive, nor ask from whence they come, left they thould
confult with fefh and blood, or enter into a parley with care
nal reafon, but plange head-long forward. Thus they be
open to be pradtifed upon by Satan, that {pirit of delufion,
and mimick of the angels of light; and by reje&ing fe/f-ex-
amination, they are effeftually fecured from difentangle-
ment. |

I proceed tc the third thing propofed, which was to fhew
that the Moravians come with all deceivablenels of unrigh-
teoufhels.

Some of them have argued with rae point-blank, that all
religion confifts in the affeftions, and therefore they thould
firlt be touched, and let the judgment follow behind : And
one of their preachers* infilted, that our Lord’s defign in
John v. 3, 9. was to upbraid the Fews for fearching the
" {criptures

® Mr. Brurce.

——————————




( 27 )

Lriptures, and not to command fearching of them ; for if we
fearch them we muft ufe our judgment, and it wou’d be the
way to get head-knowledge; and this was what he reafon-
ed sgainft.  'We all know that thgr ‘claim again't know-
ledge anid reafenieg, or contending % - (inciples and truths;
as alfo againit +¥ seading other w:iungs, thereby at once
cathiering the Jabours of all the faithful minifters of Chrift,
that huve gume hefore us, left we thould know too miuch,
fee the foot-fleps the flock has trod. If we feek to
know their principles, they will ftriveto. turn it off, by {aying,
* It’s better to talk of the Saviour.” If we ask whether
knowledge ought to be obtained, or fought after, they an-
fwer with an evafion, ¢ Thathead-knowledge willnot fave.’
But if ftill we in{ift, that tho’ it will net fave, yetit is our
duty to feek it, for that it may be of fervice; they will
plainly deny it, and fay it does hurt and deceives. 1f we
advance arguments agzinlt them, which they cannot anfwer,
they will fhift about and fay, ¢ head-knowledge will not
< do, unlefs we know the Saviour.” After the fame man-
ner, they will reafon againft ufing reafon at all. And
‘when they fee themfelves non-plus’d, will tack about and
fay, what they. know we do not difpute, viz. * That reafon
‘ is not our fupreme goide,” Juit fo they will realon a-
gainft preaching the moral-law, or having any thing to
do with it: And when they canmot ftand their ground,
will fay, ¢ we fhould not preach the terrors of the law,
‘ but exhort men onlv by the love and grace of Chrift.
If they cunnot {tand it here, will turn it to what we do
not controvert, #i2. ¢ that we cannot be jultified by the
¢ law.” 'Well, we grant this, and now one would think we
were agreed, and that they were found in the pc ir; bug
when we anew put the cafe, viz. that the law 3 a rule
of life ought to be preached to all; they will not confefi i,
nay will deny it as much as at firft ; and, without anfwering
ofir argumsnts, will fhiit from one dtage to awether, wiiu
we medt again, by varicully diverfified {teps, <t tiw point
we 4o net centrovert : &nd Rill we are ae wide av ever.
2 2 Agaiiy
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Again, they will confidently profefs a great love to the
truths of Chrilt, and fay, the Saviour makes his truths dear
to their fouls, If we urge, that then we fhould frive in
the ufc of means, to get knowledge of thefe truths, they
will reply, ¢ he is the tru!h If we know the Saviour, we
know the truth.,” And thus they do not diftinguifh between
Chrift’s perfon and his revealed will.

They pretend the pureft gnf'pcl {implicity,. while in re-
ality they are moft oppofite to it; being inconfiftent, equi-
vocal, and deceitful. They make no fcruple to equivo-
cate in their converfation, Nay, wiil contradiét to day,
what they faid yefterday; will turn, and fhift, and qumb]c,

will fpeak ;0 ambiguoully, that one can hardly tell in {ome
cafes how to take them. I will bricfly mention one {tra-
tagem, by which they take fome. When they mect any
convinced perfons, or doubtful chriftians, they brow-beat
them with their Yold confidence, faying, ¢ do you know the
¢ Saviour! Are yon {ure of it!’ If one fays he is, they
proceed no farther. If he anfwers cautioufly, and dare not
be {o poiitive, and oft-hand with it, they go on to declare
how fure they are, and how fea; IEFS will redouble their
imperious a{fertions, and feem to trmmph over the doubt-
fu!, faying, ¢ you do not know the Saviour, if yOou did it
¢ would not be fo with you: But I know him, and am
¢ {ure he is mine; I feel him in my heart, and can fee in-
- to s heart.”  Thus they will goon, untii the perﬁ:m
15 even {runn'd, and begins to be puzzled about them, and
Jove them, not kpowing but they may be right, becaule,
not aly'e to be {o conhdent as they, This aprees to what
5 tronen of deceivers, in Gl iv, 17. Yeu they would ex-
clid'e you, that you might affelt them,

New nen the whole, view iheir feheme, and fay, are
thev the nien, and fhall wifdom die with them? Ave thefe
the only true peopie, 1the only true pn*'suplﬂ the only
vpricht and honeft pradlices ? Is this the reiigion feveral
foher perfons are {o fond of, as to prefer 1t before all others !

Alas b How ir the gold beconie dim,y and 1le fine pold chunged!
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How is prectous, iruth bartered for fables! And nqw; deay
brethren, having laid before you this: myftetiqus Scheme,
(for doing of which, after this publick aid folemn manner,
T have the undoubted warrant of Chrift Jefus himfelf, and
his apofties, who warned their hearers of deceivers) I fay,
baving done thus, need I ufe any further arguments to
raife your abhorrence of fuch a Scheme? I truft there arg
a sumber of yeu, whofe main defire is, to know.and do
the Will of God, and fear to offend him, To fuch, my
warning will be timeous and welcome, And methinks, my
way is quite clear to exhort you, in the apoltle’s words,
2 fomn 10th verfe, Regeive not thefe perfons into your houfes,
neither bid them God-fpeed, left you be partakers of their
evil deeds, Their words will eat as doth a canker, there-
fore ceafe to hear the inflrultions, that caufe to err, Prov,
Hixi 271 . | | .
As for fuch, who are dubious and unfixed about thefe
things, I would expoftulate with you, Do youthink there
is any fuch thing as deceit in the world? If there be,
muft it not have fome good appearance ! If not, it cannot
in propriety of fpeech be called deceit: A fifh cannot be
taken by an unhaited hook, Well, and fave I not advanc-
ed as much againlt the Moravians, as might, at leaft make
you afraid of being deceived by them? O! be entreated
to examine the matter by your judgment, while you have
2 judgment, before your affe@ions altogether betray i,
Why fhould you go a ftep farther than your judgment,
informed from {cripture and reafon, goes along with yous
When you find your aftetions exceflively drawn to what
your judgment approves not,. can you bear a {pirit of de-
lufion ! Can you imagine, that a good confcience would urge
you to any thing blind-fold, or hurry you contyary to frcips
ture precepts ! Surely no. 1
But after all, if any that hear me, will be fo hardy as
to refule counfel and defpife reproof, and go on ftubboin.
ly bold; how clear will the dreadful juftice of Gou be. n
giving you over to ftrong delufien, that you fhould belila'::va
g e’
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g lie? T call heaven and earth to record againft you this
day, that I have warned you of your danger, and fhall be
clear from your blood in this matter. At the peril of
your fouls, you rejeét the warning, given in the prefence,
and in the name of my great mafter, Jefus Chrift.

But, through diftinguithing grace, there are fome names
among you, who have not defiled yoar garments. To
you I would fay, watch, and keep your garments clean.
Hold faft that you have, that no man take your cfown.
Remember Jelus your lord has committed his name and his
truth to you, as well as me; O, may we ever faithfully
keep that which is commiited to cur charge! Hold falt
his name in this day of blafphemy and rebuke, for it is
yoar ftay. Hold faft his truth, for it is your direftory, a
Jight to your feet and a lamp to your paths. And inay
God give you a good underftanding in all things, for
Chrift’s {ake. Amen. ’

FINTIS




