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Andrew Ferguson.

The above is a picture of a humble servant
of God who being dead yet speaketh. As the
righteous are to be held in everlasting remem-
brance it is not out of place to repeat the story
of the simple and noble life of Andrew Fer-
guson, Louisville, Ky. This unpretending
Christian was once a slave for Dr. Andrew
Todd of Kentucky. After his freedom he was
employed as janitor in the Hamilton Building
in Louisville, where he worked faithfully for
years winning the confidence and esteem of all
who knew him. He was a member of a small
congregation of colored Presbyterians that
were being aided by the Board of Missions for
Freedmen. They were worshiping in a rented
hall and had long been praying and laboring
for means with which to build a house of
worship. The prospect of obtaining their
desire seemed dark and discouraging, and they
had almost begun to despair when help came
from a very unexpected source. Fearing that
a white congregation near by had a very good
house of worship which they wished to sell,
Andrew Ferguson asked the minister in charge
of his own church to go and see what it could
be bought for. The minister had no idea what
was in the mind of his quiet parishioner, but
went and saw the owners of the building and
reported that they would take something like

$s000 for it. Mr. Ferguson then requested the
pastor to arrange a meeting of the Trustees
of this congregation and themselves. The
matter was talked over and at its close the
minister was astonished to hear Mr. Fergu-
son say to the Trustees, “I will take that house”
and drawing from his pocket the $500, said
“this will seal the bargain, call to-morrow at
the Hamilton Building, and I will pay you the
remainder.” They called as directed, the deed
was made out to the Presbyterian Church and
the remainder of the money paid. This gen-
erous gift of this obscure colored man is the
more remarkable because it was the sav-
ings of years of honest toil and economy.
He had never in his life spent five cents
for tobacco or liquor, or for anything else need-
lessly. Many men have given their thou-
sands, but they still had thousands left.
Andrew Ferguson gave nearly all of the sav-
ings of a lifetime acquired through faithful-
ness, industry and economy. He did it cheer-
fully and humbly, desiring if possible that his
left hand should not know what his right
hand did.

Based on this incident, we give below an
article entitled “A  Dream Accomplished,”
written by Dr. Fisher, the President of the
Freedmen’s Board. -

A Dream Accomplished.

By Rev. S. J.

Day by day he toiled and month by month
he laid his earnings by. Day by day he toiled
and yet in his work he had a beautiful dream.
He nightly returned to his humble room and
practiced the careful economies of life. He
was alone in the world and he limited his needs
to the bare necessities, and yet he was happy
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and contented. For of him it could be said—
“And by the vision splendid
Was on his way attended”—
the great purpose which under the Bible’s in-
fluence had grown up in his heart and sweet-
ened his toil.
He was only a humble negro in a southern
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