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Thanksgiving.

Rev. Samuel J. Fisher, D.D.

In one of the scenes described in “Uncle
Tom’s Cabin,” where the troubled hearts of
the humble slaves are bemoaning their har-
assed condition, Uncle Tom rouses them with
the exhortation, “Think on the mercies, chil-
dren—think on the mercies”” This lowly
black man was a Christian philosopher. His
wise suggestion may prove of value not only
to the individual, helping him to count his
blessings, but to all who are apt to contemplate
the difficulties of service and the discourage-
ments in reform. Uncle Tom’s cheery words
are the echo of the great apostle: “In every-
thing give thanks.”” Most applicable are they
to our Church as it surveys its Freedmen’s
Missions. For it is easy to recognize the dif-
ficulties. No effort to elevate an ignorant and
long enslaved people is likely to show great
results quickly. And when we realize the
innate selfishness of many a heart and the
prejudice and passion which oppose every
noble work, we shall find in Uncle Tom’s sug-
gestion a blessed inspiration. It is in keeping
with the day of national and personal thanks-
giving that our Church should think on its
occasions for gratitude in this special field of
missions. In the days of “chill November’s
stormy blast,” our thoughts may pass to the
Southland, and review this work.

Then shall we find that one occasion for
gratitude is the greater recognition by every
true Christian of the necessity of giving this
race the Gospel and its blessings. Our states-
men may have had to revise some of their
earlier theories concerning the development of
these freedmen, but each year has intensified
in the minds of every intelligent citizen the
need of doing exactly what our Church set
itself so long ago to do. We have had re-

cently wars at home and abroad, great politi-
cal changes and economic discussions to call
off the national attention from this work.
Nevertheless it is one of the foremost still,
claiming the attention of sagacious statesmen
and editors, pushing its way into our litera-
ture, more important than ever. We may be
thankful that God has quickened this interest
in this so long helpless people and roused and
continued to rouse the master minds of the
world to discuss their future.

Another cause for thanksgiving is the con-
tinued interest this race feels in their own
education and elevation. Years of ignorance
and degradation and of occasional oppression
have not weakened their desire to learn and
to grow. Even a false or imperfect ambition
is more desirable than indifference; and while
it should be our duty to awaken them to a
conscious ignorance and a true thirst, it is our
privilege to mark the persistence of a desire
for better things. Qur schools are over-
crowded, even where the restrictions are wisely
severe. Our Church has no lack of open doors
for usefulness. It is the lack of means, not
of opportunity that hinders a greater result.

Another occasion for gratitude is the devo-
tion of our missionaries and the increasing in-
terest which leads so many to offer their ser-

" vices in this field. All the ridicule and harsh

judgments which the few have cast upon this
race have not lessened the number of those
who should be glad to labor among them.
And it is often delightful to read the story of
some such worker and mark the confident earn-
estness with which he chronicles the slow yet
certain advance.

We may be grateful, also, for the lessened
antagonism in some portions of the South
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