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SERMON,

1. COR;NTHIANS VII. 29.

The time is short,

MANKIND are very ready {o agree
fn their avowed estimate of the value and importance
of time. 'We discover their inconsistency, when we
see the manner in which they spend it, and the pur-
poses, to which they devote it. They mourn over its
shortness and uncertainty, and rise from these melan-
choly remarks to squander and trifle it away, as'
though it were the ost certain and inexhaustible pos-
session.

But, spend it, as we will, ¢“the time is short; the
days few and evil,”” before these, our frail tabernacles
of clay, will be crushed hy violence, or will crumble
by our innate principle of decay, and fall of them-
selves. Any limited period of time, however great,
fo our immortal bein'g must be short, Short to such
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a creature must be that lapse, which is every moment

diminishing, and will soon have its end. The whole

history, it is remarked, of those that lived before the

flood, is comprised by the saered historian in stating,

that they lived eight, or nine hundred years,  begat

sous and daughters, and died.” A single line is suf-
ficient to detail all, that was memorable in a life of
nine hundred years. If their career was so short, that

a line was sufficient to note the incidents and the in-

terval between the cradle and the grave, in compari-

sun what is the life of man at the present day ?

But it is useless, and worse than useless, to spend.
of that precious, rapid and uncertain time in fruitless
and repining complaints against the irreversible law
of our being. If murmurings could avail us, they
would but poorly become those, who do by no means
make the best use of the time, they have. Let us not
feel authorized to mourn, that the days of our pilgrim.
age are so brief and transient, until we have with all
economy and good fidelity devoted our passing days te
the proper duties and the great business of life. We
will not complain'; for we must all be sensible, that
we do not thus appropriate our time. Tnstead of in-
dulging fruitless sighs, while we contemplate that
unchanging course of things, which the Almighty
hath established, let us spend the present moments to
better purpose, in attempting to ascertain, how we
may best improve and appropriate this short span.
As we are tenants at will in these houses of clay, let
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us see, in what manner we may be ready, eheerfully
and submissively to retire from them, when it shall
please the Almighty proprietor to dispossess us.

The time is short, because we have much to per.
form on theearth. This is our first docirine ; and the
inference is, that we ought to appropriate all our time
to the proper duties and the great business of life.

The time is short, because it is utterly unecertajn.
" This is our second doctrine ; and the inferenee is,

that we ought to be in habitual readiness to resign
such an insecure and transient possession. May
God give us wisdom to consider these things.

Part ¢, The time is short, because we have a great
work to accomplish, The ten thousand about us seem
to have no higher notion of the business of life, than,
thatit is to obtain subsistence and make an eligible set.

_tlement for ourselves and family in the world. Food -
and raiment, wealth, honors and distinctions consti-
tute the grand objects of pursuit. To obtain as much
of these, as we may,to hold upon them as long as
possible, and to retire from them with the most tran-
quility in our power, seems to be the ultimate object
of desire. And toa certain extent both reason and
scripture authorize us to pursue these objects. We are

" bound fo be industrious in the calling, pursuit, and

occupation, wherewith God hath called us. 'We may
innocently make a reasonable provision for those,
whom providence has peculiarly charged upon us.

He, on the contrary, who neglects this provision, saith
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the holy apostle, kath denied the faith, and is worse,
than an infidel.

These, though dutiesin their place, are however,
but a small part of the object, for which God sent us
into the world. They are duties, which grow out of
that part of onr natures, which  connects us with the
lower orders of being, and the dust, and which can
endure but for a short period. They must therefore
be comparatively triflingand unimportant to those, who
expect to live forever. God hath placed us here
upon probation for an eternal state. Into these frail
and dying natures he hath transfused a reasonable,
spiritual and immortal existence, which is that part
of our natures, which is alone worth any serious re.
gard. 'When he sent us here, he sent us to try and
prove these immortal minds. Our condition on the
earth bears all the marks of commission and trust. )
He gave us a great charge to execute, duties to fulfill,
a post to defend, important preparations to make for
the time of account ; and but a very short and un-
certain period, in which toaccomplish all. And, that
he might be merciful, and righteous in his judgments,
and leave nothing to his creatures, wherewith to re-
ply against his decree, or to charge upon the necessity
oftheir condition, he hathleft nonatural impediment in
the way of their answeringthe end of their being.
Every one, that faithfully and with his whole heart
improves the means, placed in his power by God;
will obtain the incorruptible crown, that is proinised,
~ as the rewardof fidelity.
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Certainly ina sitation so interesting ; and under
responsibilities so solemn, with such natures and such
duties, no one can claia to be idle for want of employ-
ment. Yet I know not, says the man immersed in
schemes, that centre and terminate in himself, what I
have to do. - Whatis written in the law ? How read-
est thou? Is the great object to establish and distin-
guish yourself, to marry or be given in marriage, give
your names to your children and your lands, and re-
tire ? 1sit to consume the fruits of others’ industry, to
eat and drink and be merry @ ‘
What have you to do? The answer is easy. You.
have a polluted nature to cleanse, a new heart to ob-
tain, and preparations to make for that day of dread
decision,” when the destiniesof your seul will be
settled forever. ‘What is pow the conditionof that
soul ? Have you a new heart, sud aré you re‘nez‘éed
in the temper of your mind, and the fenor of your
life? Is your nature sanciified ? Have you passed
Jrom death unto life # On which side are you of that
awful line of decision, that separates between the
friends and the eneniies of God ;5 between those, whe

are bound to heaven, and those to hell ? Have you
Possessed the vessel of Yyour body in purity and sanc-

tification ? Are Your inclinations, tastes and desnres o
such, that you sincerely love that Leaven of splrltual
and holy enjoyments, which is revealed in holy
‘seripture ? Have you so repented of every sin, that
You do sincerely hate and abhor all sin ? Do yon
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know Christ taught, ‘and the Jellowship of his suffer-
ings, and the power of his resurrection # Should God
see fit immediately to summon you into his pres-
ence, do you feel safe, to have your character, as it
now is, irretrievably fixed and sealed up by death for
the judgement of the great day? Who will dare to
reply to all this in the affirmative ?

‘What have you to do? A new nature to obtain ;
desires to regulate ; passions to restrain ; pride to
- subdue; selfishness to vahquish s and many great
and painful duties to perform. Are yeu not passion-
ate, revengeful, easily moved to wrath, cruel, retali-
ating, and hard to forgive ? are you not given to your
appetites and pleasures ? With what eyes do yon
look upon this world that & passing away ? To re-
move all these obstacles in the way to heaven is to -
cut off a right hand, to pluck out a right eye, to cruci-
J y your flesh, and the world ; that is, it is a task,
hard, self-denying, and to the last degree painful.
To do all this is through faith to remove mountains ;
itisto remove from the heart propensities, as firmly
rooted there, as the oaks are upon the hills. What!
ig jt notlnng to conquer your stubbornness, your pride
and selfishness, your indifference to religion, the cold-
ness of your love to God, and your disposition to mur.
- mer against his righteoué, and eternal providence ?
And yet all this must be accomphshed before you can
have one founded hape of entering into the kingdom
of heaven. Alas! the penitence and the exertions of

RS P S
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three score years and ten, excited and fostered by the
divine grace and compassion, would seem scarcely
sufficient to remove these mountains, to make of these
.8tones children of Abraham, to prepare their polluted
natures for the society, the purity, and the employ-
ments of heaven. 4

What have you to do ? Why 2o work the work, the -

work of him, that sent you ; to do good and communi-
cate to the bodies and the soulsof men, to rear your
family in the fear, the nurture and admonition of the

" Lord 3 to give a good example § to instruct the igne-
rant, enlightén the blind and reclaim the wander-
ing ; to become eyes to the blind, and feet to the lame ;
and to obtain the blessings of those, that were ready
to perish. Do you ask then, what you have to do ?
Alas! You will hardly find, where to begin the

enumeration of duties, that thicken in the detail, and

Rress upon every one of yourrapid moments. Your
appointed task commences its obligations, as soon as
you are capable of reason. It only ends, when God

calls you to retire from your labours. The whole

prospect before you is a wide field of duty. Itis a
race, and you must run for the prize. It isa war-
Jare, and you must gird on the whole armour of God,
and must resist your spiritual adversaries, without
and within, unto blood. 1tis a vineyard, in which you
must patiently endure the heat and burden of the day.
Itisnot to lie on a bed of down ; nor to chaunt the

sound of the viol and the harp, mor to annoint your-

~
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self with the chief ointments. It is not to stretch
yourself supinely in the shade. 1t is a labour of self-
denial, of humiliation and tears ; a conflict, a strug-
gle between the flesh and the Spirit. God is the spec-
tatorand the judge of the manner, in which you fight this
good fight of faith. Heaven is the reward of fidelity,
and hell of those, who are found wanting. Surely
he, who aspires to the high character of a christian,
will not doubt, that he has much to do. Instead of
being disconraged by the endless succession of duties,
that he sees rising before him, he will gird up the loins
af his mind, and will be chiefly anxious to devote all
his precious moments to the proper duties of life. '
1t is sufficiently obvious, that he, who aspires to be
a christian, will take such a view of the number and
extent of his duties, as to exclude all pretext for idle-
ness. Yet there are those, who assume to be chris-
tians, comforting themselves in their indolence, that
they do no harm. What! isit no harm to slumber
at your post, and leave the work, that God gave you
undone ? ls'it no harm, that, while you have been re-
mitting your exertions, the stream has been carrying
You down ? Isit no harm, that the wretched multipli-
ed around you, and uttered their claims in groans and
tears, to which you were deaf and blind ? Is it no
harm, that the workmanship of God, which should
have gained lustre, has tarnished in your hands ?
Where are the ignorant, whom you have instructed,
the wretched, whem you have relieved, the sinners,
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whom you have heen instrumental in converting ?
Had God sent you into the world merely to do no

" harm, he had probably, rooted you to the earth, as a

vegetable. He had given you no head to devise, no
heart to fecl, nor hands to execute.

1t is a most important inference from our first doc-
trine, and from this view of the subject, thatevery
man, who a.spires to be a christian, will feel himself
bound with economy, and with vigorous industry, to
fill up with duty and usefulness all those rapid and

" precious moments, on which eternity depends.

But should the indolent and careless be excited to
think of the importance of improving their time, if

- they proceed «to the multiplied duties of life without

method, or arrangement, they will, probably, be con-
fused and discouraged, with the infinite diversity of
those duties. 'They will scarcely know, where to

. begin. Their duties will crowd, and interfere, and

mach time will be lost, and much resolution will
evaporate, through perplexity and doubt, and in ﬂ&-
ing from one duty to another ; altemately thmking
each the most important,

‘L'herefore, in order to spend your time with most
effect, allow me to recommend order, and arrange-
ment in your duties. Life for all its important pur-
poses will in this way be more than doubled. You
will find, that there is a time for every thing, by

~ doing every thing in its place, and in its season. Next

to doing with your might, what your hands find to do,
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appropriaie your time with wisdom and discretion.
Place thuse duties first in order, which are most im-
portant. Let those duties, which respect your im-
mortal nature and eternity, the duties of prayer, re-
pentance, self-examination, and communion with God
have a place proportioned to their importance. The
active and useful pursuits of life, which respect the
body, your family and your condition in the world,
may afterwards have their due place and attention.
Energlze every duty ; perform every daty decently
and in order, and you will find, that even this short
life is long encugh fer its great purposes.

But we must hasten to the second doctrine. The
time is short, because it is uncertain. *Redeem the
time, because the days are few and evil. 'They aré
evil, because they are treacherous, inspiring hope and
presumption, in which the indolent sinner is often cut
off in the midst of his sins. Itis time, you ca.nnot’v
literally redeem that part of your precious time, that
is actually past. But,as God in his great clemency
hasbeen pleased to receive the proper improvement
of the future, as an expiation through Christ, for what
is past, in this way you may redeem your time. And.
What uecessity is there of proving to you that the
time i3 short, evil, and uncertain? It is a truth,
which nature is perpetually placing before your eyes.
Itisa truth, which providence is always sounding,
loud and solemn, in your ears. Itis a truth, upon
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which there i8 line upon line, and precept upon pre.
cept in God’s holy word. ; -
Boast not thyself of to-morrow. Man Inoweth not
kis time. Amidst perishable and dying things, he
stands conspiéuously perishable and frail. So ceunt.
- less are the organs, the springs, and constituent parts’
~of his frail machinery, and each one so necessary to
his well being and his life, that instead of being mat.
ter of surprise, that so many fall prematurely, it is a.j
standing miracle, that we live from day to day.

Such is life, and such is the frail nature of man ;
and behold the consequence. Deathis every where
among the works of Godon the earth. His shafts

' fly on everyside. The present generation is gradu-
ally, and almost imperceptibly disappearing. One
after another falls ; new faces rise, and a new genera.
tion multiplies proofs, that our days are few and evil.
Where are the hoary heads, which but a few years
past were in this temple ? Where are the fathers and
mothers in Israel, that recently gave interest and so-
lemnity to your worship ? And you also, on whose
head are the hoar blossoms of the grave, where in a
few y eiu-s will your children look in these seats
to find you? Alas! You in your turn will be.
gone, and your seats either empty, or occupied by
Dew possessors. ‘
This society in particular has had, for a succession
of years, repeated and most affeeting proofs, that the

-
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time is short. Youhave seen, during the past year,
many of ydur number, not falling, like ripened fruit,
but cut down in the morning, or the noon of life, by
violent disease, and falling .prematurely into their
graves. [Fifty persons, lately members of this socie-.
ty, have deceased in this place during the past year.
This number, compared with your population, is very
great, and on this solemn occasion, while you are
standing, as it were on the grave of the past year, and
looking forward to that, which is now commencing,
this solemn fact calls upon you to open the eyes of
your mind, and to receive all the instruction, it is de-
signed to convey. Most of this number had at the
beginning of the past year as much promise of life as
you have now. To them, perhaps, all the future was
as full of hope and expectation, as it is now to you.
As you are now, they were probably contemplating
the illusions of the futare, making their arrangements,
and preparing to live and enjoy themselves for many
years to come. Their sun set prematurely. Those
concerns, so much more important, than any interest
below the sun, aresettled. A warning voice from their
graves calls upon you, that you survive, no longer to
squander your time in indolence and carelessness.
As you have a great work to accomplish, and the time,
in which to complete it,is so short and uncertain,
trust not a faturity, which may not be for you ; but
begin now to live, as though convineed, that this year
were your last. None of us knows, you know not,
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nor I, and He, who sees the past and the future at

once, only knows, who of your number will be called -
away this year. Many no doubt will receive the

final summons. Let each one repeat to his soul the

question, Lord i8 it I, that shall be called ?

Among those, whom you have lost, during the past
year, were I personally acquainted with them, I
might have selected many, no doubt, to whese memo-
ry I might now pay the tribute, appropriate to departed
worth. I might have dwelt upon their characters
in many respects, as examples. They live, beyond
doabt, in the affection and the remembranee of their
friends. And when the recollection, of what they
once were to their surviving relatives and connexions,
comes over their minds, ¢ like a cloud,” we hope,
they will receive it, as an admonition to them from
eternity, to live near to God, and to be ready them-
selves for a sudden death. , ‘

One of the number was, as most of you know, of
my particular and intimate acquaintance. Nor shall
Ithink myself trespassing upon your patience, if I
avail myself of this occasion, to pay my feeble tribute
of affection, friendship and respect to the memory of
Yyour late beloved pastor. They, who knew him, as
a man, but imperfectly, knew well his hospitality te
the passing guest, or stranger ; knew the placidness
of his temper, the simplicity of his character, his free-
dqm from guile, envy and ambition. Among the |
millions, who are verging after him to the grave, there
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_ )Jive, perhaps, searcely any, who hold on the ¢« equal
~ tenor of their way,” so free from the pride and
vanity of an aspiring heart, as he was. Content
to be known, estimated, and beloved at home, it was
nothing to him, who figured, and was distingniched
elsewhere. The duties and the distinctions of that
sphere, which God had marked out for him among
his own people, satisfied his modest mind. I shall
not venture, among those, who knew him in his pri-
vate walks, to enter into the details of his ministry
among you. 1ltis for you, who kuew him in these
relations best, to say how, and in what manner he
discharged his pastoral duties from house to house,
and in this temple. I speak of him, as I knew him, the
cheerful and instructive companion, who relaxed
from the sternness and authority of years to communis
cate the fruits of his wisdom and experience to his
younger brethren ; as the tried and faithful friend,
in whose counsels, there was no reserve, nor guile.
But few pastors have had the felicity to live in
terms of so much cordiality and friendship with their
brethren in the ministry, as he did. His candor
commanded the regard even of those, who differed
from him in religious opinions. Of all his surviving
brethren, there are none, who knew him, that do not
respect his memory.
For more than half a century he led you beside
still waters,in the paths of peacé and tranquility ;
and, if, as we trust, with faithful pastors in a better
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life, he, doubtless, looks down tpon you, anxious, that
you may still walk inlove andin peace; thatyou may
call up tomemory the solemn exhortations, which at the
commencementofthe new year, he wasused to address
to you. Remember how he counselled, and warned
you, and being dead, let him still speak to you.

While I also wish you the usual salutations of the
season, a happy year, allow me to add, that there is
but one way, in which it can'be happy ; and that is,
that you now have itin solemn remembrance, that
you haye a great work to perform, and but a very short
and uncertain period,in which to perform it ; and
that you now resolve before God, to devote the time, -
whether long, or short, which 'he shall spare to you,

“to make preperations for appearing in his presence.
This day make a covenant with God, that shall not
be broken, that, as he has in his great mercy and long
suffering spared you to the commencement of another
year, that year shallbe his. If this day behold you mak-
ing such a covenant with God, with a true heart and
in the strength of the Redeemer, should you see the
cluse of this year, it will assuredly have been a hap-
Py year to you. And if God have said, this year thou
shalt die, even then it shall be a happy year to you, for
itshall date the commencement of a happy eternity.

AMEN.

3
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