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The Aloe-Plant.

Have you
By an hum

heard the tale of the Aloe-Flant, which grows in the southern clime?
ble growth of a hundred years it reaches its blooming time;

And then 2 wondrous bud at its crown bursts into a thousand flowers;
T is & floral queen, in its beauty seen, the pride of the tropical bowers.

But the plant to the flower'is a sacrifice.

For it blooms but once, and, in blooming, dies.

Have you further heard of the Aloe-Plant, which blooms in the southern clime—
How every one of its thousand flowers, as they fall at the blooming time,
Is an infant plant, that fastens its roots to the place where it falls to the ground,

And as fast as they fall from the
By dying, it lives a thousand fold,

dying stem, grow lively and lovely around?

In the young which spring from the death of the old.

Have you heard the tale of the Pelican, the Arab’s Gimel-El-Bar?

Tt dwells in the African. sohtude,. where the birds that live lonely are.

Have you heard how it loves its tender young, and toils and cares for their good?
1t brings them water from fountains afar, and fishes the sea for their food.

In famine it gives them what love can devise,

The blood of its bosom, and, in feeding them, dies.

Have you heard the tale that they tell of the Swan, the snow white bird of the lake?
It silently floats on the silvery waves, it quietly sits in the brake.

It saves its song till the end of life, and then in the soft, still even,

Mid the golden light of the setting sun, it sings as it soars toward Heaven:

And its beautiful notes fall back from the skies;

"Tis its only song, for in singing it dies.

Have you heard these tales? Shall I tell you of One far greater and better than all?
Have you heard of Him whom the Heavens adore, before whom the host of them fall;
How He left the choir and the anthems above, for earth with its wailings and woes,
To suffer the pain and the shame of the cross, to die for the life of His foes?

Oh, Prince of the Nobles! Oh, Sufferer Divine!

. What sorrow and sacrifice equal to Thine?

Have you heard this tale the best of them all, the tale of the Holy and True?
He died, but His life in untold souls lives on in the world anew.

His seed prevails, and is filling the earth, as the stars fill the skies above;

He taught us to yield up the love of life for the sake of the life of love.

His death is our life; His loss is our gain:
The joy for the tear, the peace for the pain.

Now hear these tales, ye weary and sad, who for others do give up your all;

Qur Saviour hath taught us “the seed that would grow into the earth’s dark bosom must fall.”
Must hide away and pass from view, and then the grain will appear;

The seed that seem lost in the earth below will return many fold in the ear.

By death comes life, by loss comes gain;
The joy for the tear, the peace for the pain.

—Author Unknown.

For the Christian Observer.

Deeper Wells of Joy.

BY REV. PARKE P. FLOURNOY, D. D.

“And they departed from the présence of the
council, rejoicing that they were counted worthy to
suffer shame for His name.”’—Acts 5:41.

Look at these men and ask: “If I had been
unjustly accused before a court, and beaten
at the whipping post by its order, with the
threat of death if I again performed a bounden
duty, would I-have come down the court
house steps, on my way to do this forbidden
duty, with torture and death altogether prob-
able as the consequence, rejoicing?” These
men, “Peter, and the other Apostles,” depart-
?d from the presence of the Council “rejoic-
ing,” on their way to preach Christ “in the
temple and in every house.”

'Coming out in torture and shame and
facx.ng the menace of death, and yet with faces
radiant with irrepressible joy, they show that
they must have found some wonderful source
of happiness. They were, indeed, at the
Moment we see them coming out, drinking
'from deeper wells of joy than most of us hab-
itually draw from. And we find from the ac-
count what they were. They had just gained
avictory greater than that of one that taketh
Zbi‘t)'& They had ruled their own spirits and:
theiiel' Go.d rather than men at the risk of
oved lvesk, they were returning to their be-
titude:vorf » the high privileges of telling mul-
e ﬂesho fthexr own breﬁhren, according to
sah: ot of Jesus the ‘.ghrlst, 'their true Mes-
suﬁe,rin ey so loved His precious Name that
2 sprin g fe\{en suffering shatme for it, opened
fure ingt}(: Jo¥, a very artesian uprush of rap-
ike th err souls, full.of the Holy Ghost,”

at of Stephen gazing into glory.
. thee Iéf:lmary source ?f their power to act
ot be}:forl t&md to find joy in.suffering must:
e of theg}'«? t;n ;”the.y had received the “prom-
nd were 1 ?lt er” given them through Christ,
Tis gif ull of the Holy Ghost, and of faith,
8, and could not but rejoice.

Then and Now.

Some are saying, “Oh, this was in the days
when Christianity was fresh and strong and
had dew of its youth. Now, it is aged and
worn and feeble, from assaults from without
and weaknesses within itself. After all the
advance in science, criticism, new thought and
mew civilization, it has lost much of its power
over men, and the new conditions require a
new religion.”

To answer this there is need of definition.
If by “Christianity” we mean the persons who
represent it in our day, many of them with im-
perfect characters, seemingly absorbed in
money-getting, pleasure-seeking, and “world-
liness” in all its forms, we must sadly admit
that Christianity as represented by many
modern Christians is quite different from that
which we see in these men.

But Christ is “the same, yesterday and to-
day and forever;” and the great facts of His
redemption, His Gospel of power in which
they are proclaimed to a lost world, and the

principles of right living which it inculcates

are just as enduring and unchangeable as is
Christ Himself.

Christianity, both in its persons, its prin-
ciples and its practice, has been subjected,
from the very beginming, to many dangers and
malign influences. There were false profes-
sors at the very time when these men bore
their brave witness before the Council and
suffered shame joyfully for Christ. Ananias
and Sapphira appear in the same chapter
(Acts 5) with these men. Simon the Sor-
cerer introduced “simony” soon after this,
tempting one of these very men. Judaism
soon began its persecution, Stephen being the
first martyr under its rage, and the great
apostle to the Gentiles faced it almost every-
where he went and lay supposedly slain by its
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cruel stoning at Lystra. Ifalse teachers, even
then, were beginning their baleful work.

The beloved disciple tells of false ones who
“were not of us,” a little later. Then came
hydra-headed Gnosticism, and Martion made
an onslaught on the New Testament wl.uch
was to bear the Word of life to all nations
through all times, and cut and hacked it as the
destructive critics have been doing in our own
times, while many strove to corrupt it W%t’h
Oriental philosophies. Pagan Rome, first with
its fires of persecution, tried to destroy the
Church, and failing in this, took it to its foul
bosom to corrupt and ruin it. Mithraism and
Mannicheism came to supplant it as forms
of superior religions in the third and fourth
centuries. St. Augustine was for years under
the well night fatal spell of the latter.

Afterwards came Romanism and Popes,
successors (?) of the apostles and of the
Pagan Pontifex Maximus of Rome, corrupt-
ing the Word of God, hiding it away from the
people in a language unknown by them, and
with its inquisition, racks, thumb-screws,
boots, dungeons, fires, and all means to cor-
rupt or else destroy those who contended for
the “truth as it is in Jesus.” Then came the
blight of rationalism and destructive criticism.
And now, we have Christian Science appealing
to the weak and unstable, through a promised
relief from suffering, and presenting a most
marvelous “science” for accomplishing this
end. “Ism” after “ism” is continually brought
into the field by the arch enemy to corrupt,
mislead or destroy Christianity. It has en-
emies without and within, as it has had from
its beginning, and many are saying that it has
lost its power for good and must give place to
some better religion—one more suited to
modern conditions and modern thought and
modern science, etc. Well, it has been sorely
wounded by innumerable enemies, and many
of them in the house of its friends; and as
compared with the Christianity of these men
at whom we have been looking, it appears to
many very much like a poor maimed soldier
limping from the trenches, nerve-racked, al-
most asphyxiated with noxious gases, im-
potent in feet, hands and head.

But there is another view to be taken.
Christianity as represented by many who
bear its name and wear its livery is far from
what we see it in these men coming in
triumph and joy from their fiery trial. But,
in spite of this, the Christian religion is a
“Religion of Power,” as our own Dr. Kirk
has strikingly and powerfully shown it to be
in his book with this title.

Look again, and see these wounded feet
carrying the Word of life to every quarter
of the globe, this head and these hands plan-
ning and doing good. See natives of conti-
nents and islands of the sea reading the Word
of life in more than four hundred languages.

Look around you, and see, with all the im-
perfections of its professors, this Christianity
still the salt of the earth in every community,
dispensing an influence for good and doing
helpful deeds of which no community could
aftord to be deprived. See the host of teachers
guiding the children and youth to the Cross.

See godly women banded together in the
endeavor to give some relief for sufferers from
war, and for sending the greatest of all com-
forts, a heavenly hope, not only around them
but to the vety ends of the earth.

Look at these women, and look at some
modern men, too, who, in their great Lay-
men’s movements, are following their example,
in taking part in the great work of making
Christ known' to a suffering and perishing
world. Let us look at the faithful ones of
long ago and of our own times, too, and fol-
low them as they followed and are following
the Saviour who “suffered under Pontius
Pilate, was crucified, dead and buried,” yet,
rose (as these men knew, and testified in the
face of persecution) and sitteth at the right
hand of God thé Father until all enemies shall
have been put under His feet, and the new
heavens and the new earth wherein dwelleth
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righteousness shall be the home with Him of
all that love and follow Him.

Let us, fully believing “these things” of
which the apostles were witnesses, and pray-
ing for the Holy Spirit who dwelt in them,
go forward in the path of present duties, that
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whatever of trial may be for us in the dark-
ness now looming before us, we may, like
them, “stand in every evil day” and like them
in their victories, “with joy, draw water out
of the wells of salvation.”

Bethesda, Md.

For the Christian Observer.

What a Father Owes His Children.

BY REV. WALTER L. LINGLE, D. D.

An address delivered before the General Assembly at Bir-
mingham, Ala.,, May 18, 1917.

“For I have known him (Abraham) to the end that he may
command his children and his household after him, that they
may keep the way of Jehovah, to do righteousness and jus-
tice; to the end that Jehovah may bring upon Abraham that
which he hath spoken of him.”—Genesis 18:19. (American
Revised Version.)

I have wondered why the General Assembly’s
Committee. on Family Religion, which assigned me
this subject, limited it to the father. Why did they
not include the mother and make the subject read,
“What Parents Owe Their Children?” I believe
that I can guess the reason. It was because they’
believed in their souls that as a rule fathers are more
negligent of their Christian duties toward their
children than mothers are. 1 believe that the
great majority of us who are fathers will have to
plead guilty to this intimation. .

It is much easier to find an ideal mother in the
Bible, in history and in present day life, than it is
to find an ideal father. When I turn to the Bible
there come crowding to my mind the names of
Jochebed, Hannah, Elizabeth, Mary, Eunice, Lois
and others. If I turn to the pages of history I think
of Monica, the mother of the great Augustine,
Anthusa, the mother of the golden-tongued
Chyrsostom, of Susannah Wesley, the devoted mother
of John and Charles Wesley, and of a host of other
noble and consecrated mothers. It is not so easy to
find the ideal father. It seems as if women both by
nature and by grace were more religious and more
Christian than men.

In the last census made by the United States
government sixty-three and a half per cent. of all
the members of the Presbyterian churches in this
country were women and girls and thirty-six and a
half per cent. were men and boys. This is about
the proportion in all of the great denominations in
the United States. When we face these facts we
can understand more readily why the committee
asked me to speak on “What a Father Owes His
Children.”

First of all,

The Father Owes it to His Children to Know
Them.

“The good shepherd knows his sheep,” and the
good father knows his children. He does not
simply know their names and their faces, but he
knows something of their inner lives, of their joys
and their sorrows, of their temptations and ‘their
victories, and of their longings and aspirations. He
enters sympathetically and understandingly into
their lives. He is their friend and companion.

The other day I was talking to a well-known
business man who is an active worker in the Bap-
tist church in my city. As we talked he pointed to
a splendid looking young fellow in soldier’s uniform,
and said with justifiable pride: “That’s my boy!”
After 2 moment’s hesitation as the tears glistened
in his eyes he said: “I don’t know my boy and I
don’t know how to get acquainted 'with him.” That
was a sad confession for a father who must soon
say good-bye to his boy and send him across the
sea to the blood-stained battlefields of Europe,
without any assurance that he will ever see his face
again. I wonder how many fathers would have
to make the same confession if they would earnest-
ly search their hearts and be perfectly honest with
themselves. Just here is the sad secret of many a
father’s failure.

The text is taken from the life of Abraham and
tells us that God knew him to the end that he might
train up his children to keep the way of Jehovah
and to do righteousness and justice. How did Abra-
ham accomplish this? Was it by sheer authority and
austerity? I think mot. . There is a beautiful scene in
the life of Abraham 'which well illustrates his
methods. It is found in the twenty-second chapter
of Genesis—Abraham and Isaac are journeying to-
ward the mountain where Isaac is to be sacrificed.
On the third day they leave the servants behind
and the father and son go forward alone. What
sweet converse they hold together—Isaac is per-
fectly at home with his father and feels perfectly
free to ask him the questions which are burning in
his heart and mind. Abraham answers thes. ques-
tions most tenderly and reverently. What intimate
companionship! We feel that here are a father and
son who know and understand each other perfectly.

When you find a good father you will find a
father who knows and understands his child. A
few years ago President Woodrow Wilson was

speaking before one of our Presbyteries. In the
course of the address he made a beautiful reference
to his father. The thing which impressed me most
in that reference was the statement that no boy
ever had a more intimate and sympathetic compan-
jon in a father than he had in his father. Perhaps
the world will never realize the full significance of
that statement. Fathers, do you really know your
children?

A Father Owes it to His Children to Live Before
Them a Godly Life.

The best way to teach our children to “keep the
way of Jehovah and to do righteousness and justice”
is by walking in the way ourselves. This is pre-
cisely what Abraham did. He lived so close to God
that he is called the friend of God in the Scriptures
more than once. To this day the Arabians and
Mohammedans instead of calling Abraham by his
name speak of him as “The Friend of God.” More
frequently they simply call him “The Friend.”
Everybody knows to whom they refer. Henry Mar-
tyn, the great missionary to India and Persia, lived
so close to God that he was known everywhere as
“The Man of God.” Today the tombstone that
marks his lone grave in Persia bears this inscrip-
tion in English, Armenian, Turnkish and Persian,
“One who was known in the East as a ‘Man of
God.””

Lives- like these count more for Christ and Chris-
tianity than all the words we can ever speak. They
have more influence upon the children in’our homes
than all other influences combined. It was Emer-
son who said: “What you are speaks so loud that
1 cannot hear what you say.” Some time ago I met
a friend whom I had not seen for a good many
years. We had been students together in the Sem-
inary. In the course of our conversation he asked
me to think back over the years and tell him
whether my teachers in the high school, in college,
and in the seminary had influenced me most by
what they were or by what they taught. It took
only a moment to e convinced. Their teaching
had meant much to me, but their lives had meant
infinitely more. I so assured my friend. He told
me that such had been his own experience and the
experience of every man to whom he had put that
question.

I tried the same experiment with the senior
class in Union Seminary last year. I was endeav-
oring to impress upon them the thought that their
lives would count for as much and for even more
than their preaching. I then asked the thirty mem-
bers of the class to think for a moment of those
men and women who had influenced their lives most
deeply and to tell me whether they did it by some-
thing they said or by the lives they lived. Twenty-
eight men out of the thirty testified that they had
been most deeply influenced by what somebody
was, rather than by what somebody said.

A group of men were discussing the various
translations of our Bible. One man liked King
James’ Version best. Another liked the British
Revised Version best. Still another was partial
to the American Revised Version. The fourth man
of the group was silent and did not volunteer an
opinion. When asked which translation he liked
best his prompt reply ‘was: “I like my mother’s
translation best. She translated it into life and made
it for me a living Epistle that has meant more to
me than all other translations combined.”

Fathers, do you see the point that I am trying
to drive home to your souls? Your lives are going
to count more with your children than any other
single influence that you can bring to bear upon
them. God wants you to let your light shine and
He wants you to begin at home. The light which
shines brightest at home will shine farthest and
count for most.

A Father Owes His Children a Christian Home.

Wherever Abraham put down his tent there he
put an altar to Jehovah. He daily led his family
in worship to the very throne of grace.

In Rock Hill, S. C, there used to be a unique
sign over the door of a colored restaurant which
read as follows: “Plenty to eat and a place to sleep.”
It seems to me that there are too many fathers who
feel that their whole duty has been performed when
they have provided for their children plenty to eat
and a place to sleep. But they are sadly mistaken.
Our children cannot live by bread alone. God ex-
pects us to provide Christian homes and Christian
nurture for them. A home is not simply a place to
stay. You may have a palatial house and yet you
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may tiot have a home. You may have a home and

yet you may not have a Christian home. Let us
look at a few of the fundamental things which one
would expect to find in a Christian home:

(a) We would certainly expect a blessing at
the table. How often we are told that the Master
gave thanks or blessed the bread as He sat down
to a meal. It was Jesus’ way and He expects us
to have the same mind that was in Him. But
there are many professing Christian homes where
there is no blessing at the table. How appropriate
to such cases are those words of Isaiah: “The ox
knoweth his owner, and the ass his master’s crib
but Israel doth not know, My people doth not con-,
sider.” Tathers, will you not begin today and by
the help of God have a blessing before every meal?
It will mean much to your children as the days and
years go by. .

(b) We would expect to find a family altar
in the Christian home. It was found in Abraham’s
home. That was one way Abraham had of teaching
his children to walk in the way of Jehovah and to
do righteousness and justice. It was found in the
home of many of the patriarchs and saints whose
lives are recorded in this Book.

That is a striking picture of the patriarch Job
in the first chapter of the book which bears hig
name. We see him rising early every morning to
offer up sacrifices and to present the names of his
children before the throne of grace. “For Job said,
It may be that my sons have sinned—this did Job
continually.”

In the ffth chapter of Ephesians fathers are
commanded to bring.up their children “in the nur-
ture and admonition of the Lord.” Note that this
obligation is distinctly laid upon the fathers. One
of the most effective ways that fathers can have

in meeting this obligation is the way of the family .

altar. It means much to the children of the home
to have the father gather them about the family altar
each day, to read to them a message from God’s
Word, and by an earnest prayer to lead them into
the very secret of His presence. There are many
here today who could rise up and testify that the
family altar was one of the great molding in-
fluences in their lives.

Fathers, if there is no family altar in your home
will you not erect one today? It will probably take
a great deal of grace and courage, but God will give
these to you if you will only try. If you do not
know just how to begin, invite your pastor to come
and help you to start. Nothing could give him more
genuine joy than just such an invitation.

(c) In a Christian home we would expect to
see the Word of God definitely taught to the chil-
dren. “These words shall be in thine heart: And
thou shalt teach them diligently to thy children.”
This command was given to fathers and mothers,
and it is impossible for them to avoid the respon-
sibility or to thrust it over on the Sunday school
and the church.

A few years ago the mother of a sixteen-year-
old daughter was criticising the Sunday school in
her church very sharply. These are practically her
exact words as they come back to my mind: “The
Sunday schools of today are very inefficient. When
I was sixteen years old I knew the Shorter Cate-
chism and whole chapters in the Bible. But I do
not believe that M knows a single question in
the Catechism or a single verse in the Bible. The
Sunday schools are very inefficient.” It never
seemed to occur to her that she was in any way
responsible for her daughter’s lamentable state of
ignorance. She laid the whole responsibility upon
the church and the Sunday school.

Some weeks ago a graduate of one of our well-
known Presbyterian colleges told me that one of
thé puzzling problems of his college life was to
understand how it was possible for sons of Presby-
terian deacons and elders to grow up in these
Presbyterian homes and to come to college as ab-
solutely ignorant of the Word of God as the major-
ity of his classmates were.

One day in the city of Atlanta an Egyptian call-
ed at my study and told me that he had become
deeply interested in the Christian religion and that
he wanted to unite with the church. 1 naturally
asked him what his religious faith had been up to
that time and was surprised when he told me that
he had never had any religion of any kind, for I
had always been taught that everybody had some
kind of religion. I then asked what was the religion
of his father and mother. He replied: “I do not
know anything about it. They belonged to a reli-
gious sect called Druses, but all Druses take an
oath that they will not tell their children anything
about their religion until they are thirty years old.
I left Egypt before I was thirty, so they never told
me anything about their religion.”

My first thought was that this was a very
strange kind of religion and that these were very
strange fathers and mothers. But on second
thought I remembered that there are thousands of
fathers in the ‘Christian Church who are very much
like these Druses fathers. They never tell their
children anything about their religion. They never
teach them the Word of God. This is the reason

why young men come from Christian homes to col-
lege absolutely ignorant of the

Bible. Fathers,
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