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“Shall ou? Shall 7"

Buried deep---often far out of sight---
in the hearts of those who may have been
passed by as unworthy is a longing for the
joy of surrendered soul and the peace of

‘God’s abiding presence.

Have you---have I---led any such by the
hand through dark avenues of doubt and
consequent fear, to the unobstructed view
afforded all those who may thus be
brought to know the joy of the bnght and
balmy day of Christward progress ?

If we know not the blessings thus de-
rived in the service of our King and Lord,

- it is now, as in all the past, a good time to
‘begin., “Shall you? Shall 12"
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GRAVE OF ANOTHER MEMBER OF THE
FIRST CLASS OF PRINCETON
By Henry Pringle Ford

I WAS much interested in the article by
: the Rev. J. R. Graham, entitled, “The
Graves of Princeton’s First Alumni,”
which appeared in The New York Ob-
server of January 235, 1912.

Mr. Graham claims the Rev. Milton
Blain as the first graduate of the Seminary,
in the class of 1815, because he comes first
on the list alphabetically. I find that one
would have to go to the fourth letter of
the name to maintain this claim over the
Rev. Henry Blatchford, a member of the
same class, which numbered sixteen.

Mr. Blatchford was born in Devonshire,
England, December 4, 1788, came to
America in 1795, and was graduated by
Union College in 1811. Yrom 1812 to 18135
he attended Princeton Theological Semi-
nary, and was ordained by the Presbytery
of New York November 28, 1815. He was
pastor of the Irish church (Seventh
church), New York, from 1815 to 1818.
In June, 1822, he accepted an invitation to
take charge of the churches at Snow Hill,
Pitts Creek, Rehoboth and Monokin, on
the eastern shore of Maryland, in “Make-
mieland.”

His work here was destined to be brief.
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He preached in Snow Hill in August, 1822,
and less than two weeks later he died in
Princess Anne, the seat of the Monokin
church—Saturday, September 7. A young
gentleman of Snow Hill, Irving Spence,
thus wrote of the funeral service:

“You know I have visited Princess Anne
very many times, in fact, have spent much
time there; but never did I see that village
so quiet on any day as on that one—it was
a Sabbath stillness indeed. The people of
the place, of all classes, were not only
grave but seemed awed, and their sensibili-
ties were certainly tenderly alive. Princess
Anne never looked so lovely. The funeral
services were performed in the church and
at the grave. In the absence of a Pres-
byterian minister, an Episcopalian clergy-
man preached a sermon on the occasion.
He was assisted in the other services by
two brethren of the Methodist Episcopal
Church. I have been in many worship-
ping assemblies, but that certainly was one
of the most solemn and tender congrega-
tions of which I ever made a part.”

The four congregations to which he had
ministered placed a neat white marble slab
over his grave in the churchyard of the
Manokin church, but this was badly
broken one night by a wretched drunkard.
In 1905 Mrs. R. C. Scudder, of East Lex-
ington, Mass,, a daughter of Mr. Blatch-
ford, had the stone replaced by a hand-
some granite slab, which bears the follow-
ing inscription:

“In memory of the Reverend Henry
Blatchford, A.M., the eldest son of the
Rev. Samuel Blatchford, D.D., of Lansing-
burg, N.Y. He died September 7, 1822, in
the thirty-fourth year of his age. As a
son, a brother, a husband and a father his
virtues were eminently conspicuous. As a
Christian and a minister he was distin-
guished for his humility, his piety and his
zeal. All who knew him loved him. He
was removed in the midst of his labors
in this vicinity from the work of the vine-
yard to the rewards of the blessed, and as
a pledge of tender Christian regard this
tomb is placed over his remains by the con-
gregations of Manokin, Rehoboth, Pitts
Creek and Snow Hill.”

The above was the original inscription,
to which has been added:

“The erection of this memorial stone in
1005 is a restoration of the original stone
erected soon after Mr. Blatchford’s death,
which, in the meantime, had become seri-
ously injured and bfoken.”

The memory of Mr. Blatchford is still
tenderly treasured by the Manokin congre-
gation, and his grave is one of the most
conspicuous of those in the well-cared for
graveyard. A church stood here probably
as early as 1680. The present venerable
edifice was erected in 1765, during the pas-
torate of the Rev. Jacob Ker.

Philadelphia, Pa.

SUNDAY SCHOOL CONFERENCE

The annual meeting of the International
and TInterdenominational Sunday School
Council of evangelical denominations held
recently in Toronto brought together an
unusually strong delegation of prominent
Christian leaders from various parts of
the United States and Canada. The prin-
cipal aim of the meeting was to devise
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better methods of correlating the varicus
religious-educational agencies of the com-
munity so that these might better assist
one another in an cffective joint service.

Among the agencies specially emphasized
were the home, the Sunday school, the
university and college, the public day
school, the Young Men's Christian Asso-
ciation, and the public library. Other
topics considered included work for the
foreigner, graded lessons, and the Church
as leader for college men and women. A
large part of the work was done in the
sessions of the four departments into
which the Council has permanently divided
itself, viz.,, the editorial, educational, pub-
lication and extension sections. The more
important results of these separate con-
ferences, however, were finally discussed
before the Council as a whole.
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Says a New York association for im-
proving the condition of the poor: “If a
man stumbles you can steady him, if he
falls you can help him up again, but if he
lics down you can not do much by carrying
him. The only way you can really help
him is to help him to help himself.”
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